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Carcass Disposal Options
Renderςbest option, where available but rules 
and regulations have made this more difficult 
resulting in insufficient capacity

Compost ςuses resources found on-farm, cost 
effective, minimizes farm and public exposure, 
can be done on-site 

Alkaline digestion ςenvironmentally friendly, 
expensive, insufficient capacity

BurialςсΩ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ƴƻ ƭŜŀŎƘŀǘŜ 
control

Incinerationςcostly, inefficient, air pollution

Landfillςexpensive, insufficient capacity, worker 
trepidation, may not be available

Carcass left outside for scavengers to decay ς
disease transmission risk, illegal
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Goals of Carcass Disposal

FULFILLS REGULATIONS 

CREATES POSITIVE PUBLIC PERCEPTION

REDUCES DISEASE TRANSMISSION

PROMOTES ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

PRODUCES BENEFICIAL BY-PRODUCT

ECONOMICAL

PRACTICAL
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Why Should Farms Compost?

Pathogen kill in thermophilic composts

Can be done with equipment available on most farms

Odor reduction

All sizes of animals can be composted

Relatively low labor and management needed

Placental membranes and other tissue can be composted

5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ

Neighbor relations
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It is the aerobic, or oxygen requiring, decomposition of organic 
materials by microorganisms under controlled conditions

Composting reduces both the volume and mass of the raw materials 
while transforming them into a valuable soil conditioner

What is composting?
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The Composting Process
Microorganisms consume oxygen while feeding on organic matter 
and as a result, give off heat.

By managing these factors you can speed up the otherwise slow 
natural decay process

Composting Process Variables:

o Micro- and macro-organisms

o Diet

o Air

o Moisture

o Shelter
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Aerobic composting and temperature

Active composting occurs in the temperature range 
of 90oF to 160oF 

Pile temperature may 
increase above 160oF but this 
is too hot for most bacteria 
and decomposition will slow 
until temperature decreases 
again.

Remember, Compost pile heat is the direct 
result of microbial metabolism!!!
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The Composting Process
Diet

Nitrogen comes from the 
wet material. Organisms 
use this as a source of 
protein to grown and 
reproduce.

Carbon comes from the 
dry material. organisms 
use this as a source of 
energy
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What is C:N Ratio?

Supply of total carbon compared to total nitrogen 
in compost feedstock

If C:N is too high the compost process will slow

If C:N is too low, more likely to lose Nitrogen as 
ammonia gas or in leachate

Ideal initial C:N mixture range is 20 ς30:1.

The Composting Process
Diet
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FEEDSTOCKS MANAGEMENT

The Composting Process
Air, Moisture and Shelter

METHOD
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