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University
The Southeast Asia Program was organized at Cornell 

in the Department of Far Eastern Studies in 1951. 
It is a teaching and research program of interdisciplinary 
studies in the humanities, social sciences, and some 
natural sciences. It deals with Southeast Asia as a region 
and with the individual countries of the area: Brunei,
Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

The activities of the Program are carried on both at
Cornell and in Southeast Asia. They include an undergraduate 
and graduate curriculum at Cornell which provides instruction 
by specialists in Southeast Asian cultural history and 
present-day affairs and offers intensive training in each 
of the major languages of the area. The Program sponsors 
group research projects on Thailand, on Indonesia, on the
Philippines, and on the area's Chinese minorities. At the 
same time, individual staff and students of the Program have
done field research in every Southeast Asian country. 

A list of publications relating to Southeast Asia 
which may be obtained on prepaid order directly from the 
Program is given at the end of this volume. Information 
on Program staff, fellowships, requirements for degrees, 
and current course offerings will be found in an Announcement 
of the Department of Asian Studies, obtainable from the 
Director, Southeast Asia Program, Franklin Hall, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York 14850. 
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PREFACE 

One of the most exciting aspects of academic 
librarianship is undoubtedly the responsibility of 
providing access to the lesser known literatures 
of the world. The study and dissemination of 
information on third world cultures -- a long time 
recognized but not always adequately supported 
function of universities -- largely depends on the 
availability and accessibility of written materials 
which are originated in the countries concerned. 
The problems involved in building, describing and 
organizing vernacular language library collections 
are great indeed. The lack of bibliographical 
information is probably the most substantial stumbling 
block in the selection, acquisition and cataloging 
process as well as in the alternate use of the materials. 

This publication of the Vietnamese holdings in 
the Wason Collection of the Cornell University 
Libraries is an effort to alleviate some of these 
difficulties. It is designed to be a service tool 

bibliographical information for Southeast Asia 
for scholars in Vietnamese studies, a source of 

librarianship and, of course, a means of access to
Cornell's Vietnamese holdings, the largest collection 
of its kind in the United States. 

and academic staff members
Mr. Giok Po Oey, with 

,
the help of the library 
has contributed greatly 

to the distribution of bibliographical knowledge 
through the publication of the Southeast Asia Accessions 
List, currently in its fourteenth year of publication.
We sincerely hope that it will be possible to continue 
these and other bibliographical activities in the future. 

Hendrik Edelman 
Assistant Director for the 

Development of the Collections 
Cornell University Libraries 

December 9, 1971 
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INTRODUCTION 

The present Vietnamese collection at the Cornell University Libraries represents
about twelve years of efforts in acquiring and processing Vietnamese materials. There 
may have been a handful of no more than thirty or forty titles acquired earlier, but 
the first large acquisition of five or six hundred titles was made by Professor John 
M. Echols in November 1959 during one of his trips to Southeast Asia. Since then, 
through patient efforts and the help of many friends, the collection has grown to its 
present size. In comparison to other Southeast Asian vernacular collections at Cornell,
it ranks third in size after Indonesian and Thai. 

The coverage of the Vietnamese collection is intended to be extensive. It is 
supposed to include not only scholarly works, but also publications of a popular and 
informative nature. We realize that our accomplishment falls far short of our goal. 
In practice, the success in building a Vietnamese collection depends not only on the
availability of materials, but also on many other factors, such as personal contacts, 
postal and foreign exchange regulations, availability of bibliographical data, to name
but a few. It goes without saying that if the acquisition of publications from South 
Vietnam is difficult, war conditions make it even more so for materials from the North.
However,
be only occasionally and partially successful. 

for both Southern and Northern materials we can, even with the best of efforts, 

The idea of publishing a checklist of our Vietnamese holdings has been in our 
minds for some time. What was needed was a Vietnamese typist and a Vietnamese type
writer. When both became available last summer, we immediately moved to make use of 
this opportunity. The Southeast Asia Program readily responded to our request by under
writing the project with funds from its new Ford Foundation grant for general support 
of Indochinese Studies and by offering to publish the checklist in its Data Paper series. 

In order to produce a checklist in the shortest possible time, we have primarily 
directed our efforts at a listing of monographs. As far as we know, the present 
listing of Cornell's holdings of Vietnamese monographs is exhaustive. Any omissions 
which may turn up would be accidental, except that we deliberately excluded negative 
microfilm reproductions of monographs whenever we also have the positive or the original 
copies.

The last monograph listed in this checklist has the number 5724. However, a number
of irregularities have occurred in the first twenty-five pages where serials and cross 
references were included in the monographic count. Therefore, the correct total number 
of monographs should be 5707. 

Vietnamese authors are entered, in accordance with A. L. A. Cataloging Rule 68, 
under the family names. In this list no cross references are made from other elements 
of the name.
this checklist. 

Those that do occur are from other forms of names than those used in 
Since the entire Vietnamese collection is part of the Wason Collection, 

all call numbers are preceded by the name Wason. 

When the checklist was being typed, a handful of items, perhaps not more than ten, 
had not yet been cataloged. They are included in this list and are indicated by the 
letters n.c., for "not cataloged." 

The Index to Monographs at the end is meant to be no more than a very rough guide 
to those materials which are likely to be of interest to scholars of Vietnamese affairs. 
Excluded from the Index are publications which seem to be of less significance, such as 
books on physics, cookery, juvenile literature, etc. The first category, History, needs 
some explanation: It should be taken in a very broad sense to include not only books
of history proper, but also works of a general, sociological, economic or political 
nature. 

Serials and newspapers are added, by title only, as appendices I and II, respect
ively. To make a listing with detailed enumerations of our holdings would be an enormous 
undertaking which would require more time, labor and expertise than are presently avail
able. Therefore, we have limited ourselves to a listing by title only. We may also 
have missed a few. 
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Some of the newspaper entries are annotated. Credit for these annotations should 
go to Phan Huy Kiem, who compiled An Annotated List of Saigon Newspapers for our 
Library in 1964; Phan Lam Huong, who compiled a List of Newspapers Published in South 
Viet-Nam (Revised May 1971); David G. Marr, who gave the Library his evaluations of 
Vietnamese newspapers during his residence in Ithaca; and Nguyen Thai, who wrote an
excellent paper, The South Vietnamese Press: Underdevelo ed But Develo in (1970).
Their contributions are ere y grate u y ac now e ge . 

A few words of caution: Since a number of newspapers with identical names have
appeared in Saigon at different times, some of the annotations appearing under such
newspapers may be applicable only at certain times. One should not get the impression 
that the annotated newspapers are the more important ones; it is simply that for the 
unannotated titles comments and evaluations are not available to us. Nor should the 
rather extensive lists of serials and newspapers lead one to assume that all of them 
are complete. Indeed, quite a number of them are represented in this library by 
scattered issues only.

I should like to thank the Southeast Asia Program for supporting this project, 
financially and otherwise. My thanks also go to Mr. Nguyen Hoa for compiling the Index 
and for the tedious task of proofreading and making corrections, to his wife, Janet, 
for writing the Chinese characters, and to Mrs!o Vera Troitsky for typing the Russian
titles. I should like to say a special word of appreciation to the typist, Mrs. Khanh
Tuyet Jenkins, for her perseverance under most adverse conditions. 

It is our hope that in spite of its obvious short-comings this checklist may be a 
useful reference tool to scholars in Vietnamese studies and librarians. 

Giok Po Oey 
Southeast Asia Librarian 
John M. Olin Library 

December 9, 1971 
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