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Ran Bahadur Shah's Ex:pen::.1eq, in Banaras 

(Continued from the July-.G_ugust 1987 issue). 

Niscellaneous Expenses in Bana:@§_ 
I 

In Banaras, Ran Bahadur Shah stayed at the house of 
Nahant Nischal Giri for abcut fc,ur months. The rent amounted 
to Rs 238, of which Rs 15 was paid in .Bar:araso9 while the balance 
of R.s 223 was paid from ti·:e revenues of .Bara and J:?arsa in 
A.D. 1805. 

"Qrder to Ijaradar Shaktiballabh Padhya- regarding 
Payment· of Rents to hahant Niscr,.al Giri'o1 9 Baisakh Sud.i 4, 
1862, @.Q .9 Vol. 20, p. 166 • 

. • 

Rq.rt.Bahadur employed Suryamani Mishra to perform_. ,religious 
ceremonies on his behalf a.YJ.d offered a rj_ tual offering of 
Rs 250o-. , ,The amount was paid from the revenue of Rautahat. ".•
district in A. D. 1805. · 

"Order to Jalim Khawas Reg8.rding Payment to Suryamani 
Mishra 11, Baisakh Sudi 3, 1862, RRC, Vol. 20, p. 165. 

Supply of B1e-ohants I 

On I<agh Sudi 9, 1859 11 .0a!D.odar Jaisi · and other Darogas 
of the (Morang) Hattisar were ordered to supply elephants for 
meeting Ran Bahadur Shah's expenses in Bana.ras. 

"Order to .Dlroga Dauodar Jaisi Leg2.rding Sale of Elephants" 
Nagh Su,di 9, 185?;, RRC7 Vol. 20 �- p. 5. 

. II 
On Chaitra. Sudi 15, 1859o9 the Darogas were ordered to 

hand over one elephant tL• Sahu Hari:crishnadas as a gift to 
Sahu Dwarikadas. 

"Order Regarding Gift of Elephant to Sahu Dwarikadas", 
Chaitra. Sudi 15, 1859� RRC, Vol. 20, p. 53. 

III 

On Shrawan Sudi 3, 1860. twu elephants were similarly 
sent to Ran .BahGdur Shah in Banaras for a ritual gift during 
a solar eclipse. 

"Order to Daroga Sukhadev Iadhya Regarding Supply of 
Elephant to Banaras", Shrawan Sudi 3, 1860, RRC, Vol. 20oj 
p. 115. 

http:Niscr,.al


32 

Repayments to the _f:5ri tish Gcvernmen t 

In Banaras � Ran Bahadur"ws.s supplied with large s ums of 
money-to meet his exigencies" by the britj_'s h Indian government. 

c.v. Aitchison, A Collection of Treaties, Enga.gements and 
SufiAuds Relating to .India and· lifeigh�,9uring Countries_, Calcutta: 
Bengal Printing Co. Ltd'f 1863 9 Vol. II, p. 188, Chittaranjan 
Nepali, Shri 5 Rana .Dahs.du1.' Shah, Lathmandu:J:..iary Rajbhandari, 
2020 (19�3) p. 68. 

·· No information is available about the araount thus borrowed. 
In any case 9 the government of 1�-epal appears to have taken 
over these debt's . In hagh 1859'9 for instance� it borrowed 
a sum of Ils. 5,000 from Sahu darikri s hna D�.s for repayment to 
the British government through Captain Knox, the -8:.:'i tis h 
Hes ident at Kathmandu. The Sahu was later reimbursed from 
the income of the 50.dj_mubaJ'.llitl levy collected in Morang in 
ocm:ection with the coronation ceremony of King Girban. 

Referem es 

1. Chittaranjan Nepali, op. cit p. 138. 

2. Royal 02der ·regarding :�emittance of revenues from Morang 
to Captain Knox, lvlagh S1 1.di 9, 1859 (January 1803L RRC,
Vol. 20, p. 1 • 

On Shrawan Su.di 1, 1864'f Subba Achal Thapa, Ijaradar of 
Saptari and Mahottari, was ordered to l'emit a sum of 8,000
Patna rupees to pay back loans obtained by Ran Bahadur Shah 
from the .British: in .:aanaras. .. ·'--· 

RRC, Vol. 2Q, p. 464 . 

. On Falgun Su.di 1 s 1865'f Subba J.aghav S.iinha Khadka of 
Saptari and I"•iahottari was orde:r-ed to trans mit a s um of Rs 1 O � J 
from revenues stipulated for the Vikra.ma·year 1.866 .to re:oay
debts incurred by Ran Bahadur Shah in Banara.s� 

RRC, -Vol. 36, P•· 221. 

Loans from Jayaram Giri 

On _Baisakh �udi 11, 1862 (lf.ay 1865), Shakti Ballabh 
Pad.t1y�, - I jaradar of Bar2 and .Parsa, was ordered to .dis burs e . 
a sum of Rs 2995-9, inclusive of the principal and interes t,
to Jayaram Giri from. ljara revenues du€ from those districts 

for the Vikrama year 1862. 'rhe. money had been borrowed by
Ran Bahadu.r ShEih in ·.aanaras. 
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Ran Ban2dur had borro·.-1ed a s1�m of.H.s 15,000 from the 
firm of Iviahant Jayc:cram Giri End G1)l8.�J 13.fri. Interest was 
stipulated at the rate of 2;£ percent a .mcmth 9 that _is, at 
30 percent a year. In April 1805, orders were sent to the 
Ijara_9-ars ofI>'£orang.and Rautahat to Te.ps.y. the principal 
amount, al9ng_ wi-�h interest totalling Rs 1500 f.or a .fcux-month · · · · · 
period. 

·..References � .. ...; 

1. Royal order to Ijaradar Sars1-i: 1-·.1ri of Horang, Ba1suh 
Badi 14, 1862 9 RRC 9 Vol. 20 p. 149. 

2. do to Dasharath Khatri and Rurtra Siillha· R1aadka in Morang, 
Jestha Sudi :6 9· 1862, RB.Cs Vol. 20 9 p. 190·. 

3. do to lj a radar Jalirn l<.hmms of L'J::.ut�hat, Baisakh Ba.di 14,
1862, RRQ., Vol. 20, p. 1 50. 

4. do to Jayaram Giri Lrul2.1J Giri, Jestha Badi 8� 1862,
RRC, Vol. 20, p. 1 50. 

Loans From Sahu Dwarikadas 
.,. 

In Banaras, Ran Bahadur borrowed large sufns .of money
from Sahu Dwarikadas to meet his expenses. The last such 
loan appears to have been O:'.)tained in 1''eoruary 1 804, a few 
days before he returned to :Kathmandu. It amounted to 
Rs 60,001 with interest at 2 percent a month. 

Chittaranjan Nepali, .2.£·...£1.1· f• 68. 

Rerayments to Sahus Dwarikadas and Harikrishnadas 

•raranidhi �edhain had ben appointed to collect :the 
·.&3,dil.'1u.barakh levy in the districts of Saptari and Nahottari.

(RRC,' Vol.' 5, p.',434). . f.' !' ?) 

On Aswin Ba.di 1 , 1860, the folloviing royal order· was 'Sent 
0 •to •raranidhi Sedha:in. · ·� 

Income from the gdhiJ1.ur9kh levy collected· in· the districts 
of Saptari and Nahottari for the year 1859 Vikrarna, and revenuGS 
from other sources escluding Khangi lands,,. ha.d..:been:a.p.prop:r;iated 
to pay back loans incurred by our father· from.·Sah� Dwarikedas 
in Banaras, as well as those obtained· by' the. 1rosakhana through 
Sahu Har:iknshnadas. It seems you have not yet remitted 
these funds to Sahu- Harikrishnqdas. ·He. is, therefore,.· 
complaining repeat-edly to the palace. Whe-re do you�keep·the money, 
sin�e you send it neither to the xalace nor to the· Sahu? 
As soon as you receive this orde;�,, ms.ke payments t_o tne Sahu 
as stipulated by you. Otherwise'f troops (tilanga) will be 
sent to collect the money from you by force." : 1: • 

Regmi Research Collection, Vol. 5,  p. 425-26 

http:Lrul2.1J
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4. 'Kaji Damodar l>ande. 
5: ,Kajii Bakhtwar Simha. 
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8ahu Harikrishnadas Gra..n.t..2,_d I jara for Saptari and Mahottari 

On Fiagh Sudi 9, 1859 ( Jcll'luar� 1 &03), Kathmandu ;infonned
Sahu Dwarikadas that Sahu Harj_krish nadas had been granted 
a three-year ijara for revenue collection in Saptari and 
Maho,ttari in order to pay cff his loans, as well as loans 
supplied to Ran B�hadur Shah in .Banaras. 

References 

1 • Royal order to sahu J.Me.rikadas, Hagh Sudi 9, 1859, llli.Q., 
Vol. 20, p. 2. 

2. Information to Chaudharis and othe·r. functionaries regarding
do., Magh Sudi 9, 1859 (lillQ, Vol. 20, p. 2) and Chaitr.a 
Sudi 1 5, 1 859 (P..RC, Vola-, 5, p. 378) • 

.
sahu Harikri.shnadas did not operate 

. 
the ijara himself, 

but desirr,nated a nominee, Subba Dadhiram .Padhya, for that 
purpose. Dadhiram, in tum, granted a one-year sub-ijara to 
his own so.Q.. 

References 

1. Regulations for Saptari and Nahottari districts in the 
name of Subba Dadhiram Pc::.dhya on behalf of Sanu Harikrishnade.s 
Aswin Badi 30, 1 859, R."llC, Vol. 24, pp. 626-30. 

2. Royal order to Subba Indhiram Padhya, Chaitra Sudi 15, 
1859, J.m,Q, ·vol. 20� p. 22. 

Sahullar:lkrishn�das's nominee was· replaced:-as Ijaradar 
of Saptari and &hottari by Nain Sim.ha Khawas (1862-64 Vikrama 
and Achal ·Thapa (1865-67 Vikrama). 

RRC, Vol. 20, p� 279� 

Revenue from Transit Duties 

On Magh Sudi 9, 1859, top-rankin� bhardars-, who owned 
lands, under birta an_d jagir tenu_-;.�es in Saptari district, were 
inform�d that' transit duties (sair) · on good.s prodµceq. in 
state-owned (Khalisa) lands and other areas·: )la-(i. been included 
in the ijara of Sahu Harikrishnadus. They were authorized 
to collec t ·such duties only on commodities produced in their 
own birta and Jagir lands. These bharda:rs were as _fol?-ows: -

1. Chautariya Barn Shah. 
2. Chautariya Sher;Bahadur Shah. 
3. Nadho Shahi. 

6. Kaj i . Subuddhi Illiadka. 
7. Kapardar B�ot� Punde. 

. ,;..

8. Subedar Hikmat Simha Thay.:a. 
BRQ., Val. 20, p. 4. 
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In. ;_ 10I'8.n_g 

1 .  Cn :Marga .Badi - 3 9 - 1867 9 C handrab ir Tha:oa. _ ws,S ·_flppo inte d 
Subba of Morang on a:tnanat basis, succeeding Sahu Hari ·- -- .·Krishnada.s .  RH.C , Vol . :,8 , pp . 6 1 8-6 26 � 

2 .  On Nagh Su.di 3 ,  1867 , Deven 6.ra ?2.dhya and Shashidhar 
h• dhya were ordered to realiz e 2.rI·ears of revenue and 
transmit the procee ds t o  Se.lrn. Harikrishnad�.lS . 
RRC , Vol . 38, pp . 7 18-1 S .  

"'3 .  A similar order was sen t t o  Ka' i .dal'lir Rana and Sardar 
Ga,i a  Simha Khat ri in Morang on the same date'. 

RRC, Vol'. 38, p .  719 .  

Additional aepayments to 3ahu :a:arikrishnadas 

Royal order to Har ikrishnado.s on Saturday-, Poush Badi 1, 1865
( Decem ber 1808 ) .  

" During his residence at Banaras, our f ather had obtained 
a loan from the firm of Dwarika das and signed a bond on hagh
Sudi 5 ,  1857 . Because ( your ij ara ) for revenue collection 
in Saptari and Mahottari ended in the year 186 1  Vikrama 9 and 
the necessary documents reriiained irl your ra nds, the fo llowing 
amounts, inclusive- of princ ipal , inte·rest � and remittance 
charges (hundiwan )  still remain due ( to the finn of Dwarikadas ) 
the total being Rs 62 , 93 4  and 1 4 annas'. We herebw order that 

9 

the amoun t be realized from payments due under the ij cra for 
Horang for the years 1866 and 1 867 Samvat, but - �hat no interest 
shall be paid from today .  O"r) t2.in l"epayment within two years .  
Amounts as follows shall be deb itted from your accounts 
when these are submitte d for the year 1 866 Vikrama. 

1 • During the period from l11agh .::lndi 5 ,  1857 t0 Aswin Badi 
30 , 1859, bon ds had been signed for loans totalling 
Rs 50, 843, out of which a sum of Rs 1 1 ,9 1a4 an d 2 annas 
was repaid from the ij nra f or Sa:-ptarr �d l'-'ia:-t1ottari for 
the year 1 860 Vikrama � Balance : _  H.s 38', 92S-10. 

2 .  Interest on these lonns had been stipulate d a t  the rate 
of Rs 1-8 ( per month ) . It h;:::s ·now been m�1 tually agreed 
that the rate will be 1 O perc ent ( a  year) Interest o 

at this rate for the per iod 01:'· six years and twoc !Ilonths 
from Kartik Badi 1 ,_ 1 859 - te Marga Sudi 1 5 ,  1 865 � · Rs 24 , 000-4 . 

!lliQ. 9 Vol .  36 , pp . 1 94-96 . 

References 
1 .  Royal order t o  I j aradar Shaktiballabh l?a.dhya of Bara 

and Parsa'j Baisakh Badi 9 ,  . 1 860'9 ERQ., Vol._ 20, p . 32• 
. 

2 .  do'. to Subba Ri tuvsrnc:'. .?adhys. � JJaisakh Badi 5 1 860 ,  .B.EQ.'7
Vol . 20 , p .  32 � and Shrawan Sudi 3 , 1860, .ERQ. ,  

9 

Vol . 20, p. 1 1 6 ,J ,

http:O"r)t2.in
http:Harikrishnad�.lS
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Ran Bahadur Shah had also  ob tain ed loans from 8-ajaraj
Mis hra, the Nepali agen t in Banaras .  During 1 860-62 Vikra.mc::a, 
revenues from B ara, Pars a �  and fla1.1tah at were p artly 
use d to repay him a total amoaunt of Rs 38 , 325 , inclusive of 
his salarya. 

Loans from Sahu Harikrishnadas 

There is also eviden ce that the government of Nepal 
b orr owed money from Sahu Harikrishnadas to fin ance its own 
expenses . No information is avail able about the amount so 
borrowed .  Partial repayment of thes e loan s was ma de on  the 
followin g dates : �  

Jest ha Sudi. 1 5 ,- 1 859 Rs 1 5 , 000 from revenues of 
. 1\/lay 1 802 - J':iaorang. 

Magh Sudi 9 8 1 859 H.s � 2,000 from reven ues of 
January 1 803 Saptari and :Mah o t tari. 

References 

1 .  " Order to S.ubb_a Srilcrishna P adr1yaas Subba Rajaasimha 
Khatri� and other offic ials o f  Horang Regarding Repayment 
cif Loans Due to S ahu  Harikrishnadas 1 1  

, Jes tha  Sudi 15,  
1· 859, RRC 9 Vol . 24 9 pp . 545-46 . 

2. "Order to SUbba Din anath Padhya and Other Offici als -o f 
Saptari an d  Mah.ct  tari H.ega.rding do. ;, , Magh Sudi 9, 1 859, 
RRC 1 Vol. 20, p. 1 .  

The Salami Levy 

In th e year 1 860 �d 1 86 1 VikramE , a special Salami levy 
was c ollected from top-ranking �1h ar dars of the governme nt of 
Nepa l " to repay loans in curre d by o ur father during his four­
yea r residence in Banaras. 1 1  The names of the ,highest-rankin g 
bharda rs ,  and the amount collected fr om each, are gi ven below 
on a selective b asis : 

,For the Year 1 860 Vikrama 
-- I - - - --. . . . 

1 • Chaut9:riya Bidur ,S�--W- . . ' . . Rs 55.1 
2 .  Kaj i  B al awan t  Rana  . . . . Rs 500¼ 

3 - Kaji J aspau Rs 500½ 
4 - Kai i S arvaj i-t Pande . . . . Rs 500½ 
5. Kaji  Narashimha Rs 500¼ 
6 . Ka . . • • • •  Rs 500¼ J l  Ranadhir Simha 
7 - Sarda r Birabhadra Pantha  . . . . Rs 272¼ 
8 .  Sardar Ranajung • • • • Rs 272¼ 

9 - Sardar Jagaji c Pande • • • • Rs 272¼ 

http:Vikra.mc
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Rs 
Rs 272¼ 

1 28  

For the Year 186 1 

. . . - . . 

Rs, _272¼ 

c:;; 
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1 0 . Sardar PaFashuram . . .. 272¼ 
1 1. Sardar Bhotu , . . . - . 

• • 0 •. 1 2. Kapardar Raghav Si�2h2 Khadka Rs 283a. 
13. Khajanchi Kalidas . . . .  Rs 

. . .
1 • Chau tariya Prana Shah 

Yikrama. 
' 

•.. . . . . Rs 551. 
2 � - . Chautariya S��r Bah9.dur Shah Rs 551 

3. Ka,4 i Dalabhan j an Pande 
4 . Kaji Bhimsen fhapa 
5 . Ka j i  'l'ribhuwan 
6 .  Kaj i Jaha r Sir,lha 

" =._ • . } · , ' :·

7.  Kaji Nahar p�mha 
8. k.aji Am.bar Sim.ha 
9. Sardar Ranaj it Karn,;ar 
10 . Sarda.:r Ajamba.r Pantha 
. 1 1 • Sardar Ba,hadu:r;, .Bnan'.da;i 
1 2. Sardar Indra Simha 

• • • •· 500¼\< . :as . 

. . • . . 

; • •. •  - : <-

0 0 e e 

. . . .  

• 0 • • 

. . . . •: 
. r . . 

\, . ..!.. ,. � 
. .. .

· 
. 

• 

Rs 500¼ 
. ; 

Rs ·_500¼ 

Rs 500¼ 
. 'Rs 400 

Rs 500½ 
� C . _ ••. 

Rs .. 272¼ 
Rs 272¼ 
Rs �72·¼ 
·ns ;212}; 

1 3 ._ .  Sar,da,r , J,1µsya Baniya . . . -.. , . 

1 4. Sardar Angad R$' ·27c1/4 
15. Kapardar Bhotu Pande . . . . Rs 283 · 
16 . Khaj anchi Udaya Giri .

. . .  _ . ,Jil.$ 1_ 28 

. J ' "  

1 • · chittarari-jan :tifepa1..f," op : c it . 'j). 1'-39 � 
n:,

· 1  ,._ •J .• . ' .. . "\ 

2. RRC , Vol'. 19 , p. 1 85. 

In Garhwal, a royal order was · , issued on .,Ghai tra- --Bad:t :a , 
1863 imposing the Salami levy for pay�g off the_  debts incµrred 
b y  Ran Bahadur Shah· during his res idence at Baiiaras � 

RRC' , Vol. 5 j p. 15 1 . 

****** 
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Land Taxation in .Bara and Parsa 

A royal order was issued -on Bhadra Badi 1 2 ,  1 848 fixing 
the rates of land tax in specified Pargannas of Bara and Parsa
distric t as followsd: 

Rs/Annas per bigha 

Sidhmas N"aurangiya Other areas 

1 . Paddy (�) 3-4 3-4 3-8 
2 .  do . KhiJ.a 0-1 0 0-1 0 0-1 0 

· crop 

3 .  do . Third year 
of cultivation 
· (qosal ) 1 -1 2  _ 1 --1 0  

4 .- Thakari 1 -8 
5 .  Bhe th land 1 -8 
6 . Rab;i. c�ops 0-1 2 0-1 4

'" �- . .- ..
1 .  C otton -:·�- · -- 3...;;o 3..:-0 

4-88 . Tobaccdo .  4-8 
I 

1 -4 � C:;ltirdon ) 

f:otiy;;;,rl. · . 
per hou.Jchold )  2-8 2-8 3-8 

Perqu!si-te.s of • locr-.1 functionaries : - · 
. .  

-• • • d. :: . ' _  �-��:�--r�-�Q�a. 
- � • •  .,. ,I,

2 .  hokaddam • • •  2 annns a bJ¢1a . 

aGur·�n or bhedabh� ra • • •  2 annas - big.ha .  -

9 . 
1 o.. 

RRC ,  Vol . 1 9 /�:pp . 446-48. 

On Nurg..: Bo.di 9 ,  1 866 , a royal" order was issued prescribing 
the :rotes. of - taxes on lands cultiva,t�d . QY, P�E;inaJ)f1ti �s in 
three mouj c.s (Belahi , Samrpura,and Tilathi ) · in· ·the parganna 

- of Pnkn.ri in SaptarL distric t d. '.rh� rat,�s per bigha we.re as 
follows : �  · •- .. · · ' -

: fRseas ) 

1 .  Aansu 
z-- Maduwad 1 -7::. '. •., 

-
_ _  • . .  _ ,_ -/�.ts {J?a.-d� Jori_ new-

lands o� . 
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5 .  Mustard 1 -1 4  
6� C o tton 1 -1 2  
7 .  Vegetables 3-8 

These taxes wese to  be pn id to the local Thekedar. 

RRC ,  Vol .  40 , pp �  .1 29�30 . 

Previous Reference 

1 • " Taxat ion in Mahottari. Dis trict S' 1 so9 n , Regmi ���arch 
Series , year 3 ,  no . 2 ,  F ebruary __ 1 f 1 97 1s, pp . 2�3,0s. 

***** 

Gorkhali Administ ration in Garhwal 

By 
Dr . Shiva Prasad Dabaral 

(_C ont inued from the Fe bruary 1 888  issue-- )., 

Kamins and Sayanas c ollected the assessed _  revenue~sfrom 
the villages under thei r juriS dict•ions. · They .:aJlSQ :s.colJ_ec ted 
miscellaneous fees an d perquisites for themselvess, ·which were 
known as rasum . · Rasum payments· \'Tere as follows during -the 
time of the Garhwal k ingss: 

. . 

1s. Pani-�ithai fee of two rupee s  on the wedding of a girl . 

One leg of each goat slaughtered for- meats. 

the month 

2 .  

One stack . of maize : ,. in3 . · - of Shrawan . 
.. , ·. , <! � ,: (: _;.., _;; .. � �  

4 .  One � . of° ghee when a :cow :or �µffal-o ' calved.  -

Bahadur - Bhanda.ri raised the ·rates of the pani..;.pithai fee 

Three rupees on the wedding of "a- ·girl. 
Five rupees on the wedding of a boy . 

In addit ion , Kamins an d Ssy2.nas w.ere allotted lands for . 
their subs ist ence  on a tax free basiss. They also c olle'c ted a 
spec ified percentage of the revenue assessed · :C?n each ' village 
for themselvess. Bahadur Bhandari raised the tat� Of' the 
�t to between one anna and four annas from each village 

' - : 

http:Bahadur-Bhanda.ri
http:stack.of
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The burden of maintaining IL.J litary commanders, soldiers ,
kamins , �aya.nas and village P:c·adhans was borpe wholly by the 
peasant, who: wa$ known as Zarnindc,r.  11 here were four ca.tegories
of such Zamindars, namely, thatwan , khaikar, khu.rni or kaini, 
and s irtan , each of whOln enj oyed rights and privileges on a 
customary bas is. Khaikar Zaminda�s belonged mainly to the 
Khas an d  Rajput communities ,  whose ancestors had settled villages· , . .  ·and built terraced fields . · 

Thatwan ZBmindars were generally 3rahman or Raj put, who · 
had ob ta ined grants of villages from the King. Khurni or 
Kaini Z emindars were generally Khas or Raj put who had obtained 
lands from thatwans'. They owed services to their thatwans 

.·• 

during festivals and other occasions·� ·  Sirtan were temporary 
cultivato..rs who- 'tilled the lands of thatwan or Khaikar · Z emindars. 
They gen�_rally belonged to the untouchabl� cas te of Dum. . 

Zemindars of all these four categories lef t their 
villages in large numbers because of the ' Gorkhali oppression. 
The trend continued throughou t  the period ,of Gorkhali· rule in · · ·  · _ _  ., . ·Garhwal .  

Thezte ,were, some opport 1m ist .e.lements in the villages who 
encouraged'·Zamindars to support the rule of the Gorkhali$ .
Tr.rey, ���r,e knoltf?l. �s, _:9hakadait, @un-pradhan, Pancha-Zemindar.. 
or • bhala-man:j;._!jl �. :.. .  T._he Gorkhali .a dministrators issued ,their 
public notifications t hrough these pers,one . A document in
the possession of the temple of Knmaleshwa ra in Srinagar lists 
64 bha la-manis in different garkhas who a ttes.ted revenue 
set tlement documents. - 1t - seems that there,_ were, no,t mpre than 
three or fou� , bhala�manis in .each -e;arkl_!.� •  · . ,  n 

During their twelve years of rule in Garhwal, the 
Golicbal is. k�pt thousands of Garhwali women as concubines 
and had children by them, but no Gorkhali ever set.tled on a 
permanent basis in any town or village of Garhwal.  No document 
has so far · been -found which refers to· •a.ny uG:orkhali ,=as Kamin,
Sayana:, gaun�;eradhan, _Chakadait ,  bhala .... IIlSJliis.,.: · or Z:c :mindarw , :  , 

,· , . ,  ' �- .  .  :·· , . •  •· �-:· :·,''< (. _' �  . -,• --::,, -:·; : ' ) -: � . ..... ' � � :: - .� :" . 

. During A. D. ,.1'803�., ;the; GorkhaJ.i'- a-nay'· c-rea'ted.',ttJ re·ign 
of terror: in Garhwal. � They" , ;5t . .f'ire tct government 'Of..f<ices 

. i n  the capital and destroyed important records, or sent t hem. 
to liepal . Su osequently , Amar Siwlla Thapa enlisted the cooperation 
of -the former -G�rtlwali; offi'cials. and . intr.nduc:ed a· Provis'ional 
revenue settlement'. . A regular revenue a.s.sessment figure: is 
a vailable -. onJ.t for tthe. ,  year A:. D.  1 805 ; ,  so i.t .seems·. that in 
lA .:-D., 1 804  the •_G.orkhail!is 'received· -whatever, they· couil:d extract 
from. the people� .. � -

� 
·. · .- . 0 r- : 

· 

Under Amar Simha Thapa. ' s  settlement ;· each of the ·84 
:'c . .... ,  �rkh�-of (Gal-h_lial::;MS.S placed unden- the.' jurisdiction 1<ff: a Sardar, 

-,wo • tained 1-aw and .  order·· and , collected• . .:the · revenue. Revenue 
�o.o-11ect�d in the_se 84. �hff• .was used to pay , _ .the. emoluments of 
the:; 1 5  compeni.$l �ta.titz,1( iJ!l r Ga�hwal . · . 'fbe _·9.Dl.Ount , of' revenue 
from each ga.rkha was est imated., and the number of s oldiers ·. · . 
d rawing their emoluments. from that ,&trkha was fixed accordingly . 
These soldiers remained with the Sardar of the garkha until 
ordered to go elsewhere'. 
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The traditional taxes 1;,ere abolished � but the total amount 
was raised steeply. '£axes under the Gorkhalis seem to have been 
f ixed according to the euc luments to be drawn by the army from 
each garkha, :rat.her t han on the 'oasis of -pro duc tivity . 

·rhe following levies were collected in addi tion to the 
land tax: 

1 • !::12ll tax on each household .  
2. � tax on each loom. 

3 .  Nijhari (� ) tax on each hou,1ehold' of · ·1eather worke _: ' s '. 
4 .  Ghee tax on milk cows an d buffaloes . 
5 .  Salami fee for state offici als'. 
6 .  Sonya-fagun (sumangi) fee on special occasions. 
7 .  Adhanni-Da.fda..r,i ( Kanu,i:,:oyg,) tax payable at the rate of 

a half-anna on each rupee of revenue for meeting the 
expenses of government o ffic es .  

8 .  Asm_§Jii-farmani fines a!ld }X:mal ties'. 

These taxes were not collec ted o n  a regular basi§ from 
all villages . i'or.. instance 1 according to an or.der issued by 
Bhaktibir: ·Thapa , on Chaitra 14 , 1 864 Vikrama, · the Kamins of 
Illangu'_ wer� ,.9�dered to pay tbe'. l._ikal:>het , £_aga.ri and .. sumangi 
taxes for the Vikrarua y2f:J.r .1 862 , but only :gagap:f: a.n<l . sumangi 
for the Vikrama year 1 863 .  

The · Gorkhali Sardar of ea.ch �;,,rkh'1 provided . the Kamins 
of the garkhas under his jurisdic-Eion' . wi th a tax register, 
which contained particulars o f  the amo1-.m ts to be paid by each 
Kamin. 

The· settlement of Amar S:Lr;:illa 'rha1)8. ,  as des cribed above , 
suffered f'rom three main defects. • 

( 1 ) .Sairdars con$idered their tenure , - in ·the , erkhas. ' placed 
unaer their jurisdiction_ to be uncertain. ,As �Q-On _ _  as new 
terri tori es were conq uered , the Nepal. governmen t transferred 
them to tho!:>e , territories . For that reason , the sardars 
took little intsrest in developnig their villages artd' ·'removing 
the hardships of the people. 

(2 ) Revenu-e· . ;wa:s assessed at inflated figures in all 'Villages'. 
Unable :to make payments in fnll , peasants left their vi:)..lages .
ililitary personnel, una hle to collec t ·  the ir. ewoluments in 
time, grabbed the proporty-- of the defaul:ting .pea.sar1ts ahd- - so1.d 
the ir wives and children as slaves in the sl�e markets of 
Rohilkhand and 'l'ibet. 

( J ) Military J)ersonnel and thetr : sardars·, who we�' �t�11-:1porary 
lords of their villages , looted and- oppressed the andpeople', 

As a result , ,(9'�.llages became depopul-ated,
and it became even more difficulit't to pay: the emoluments:· of· the 
troops . 
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The revenue set t le ment of Gnrhwa l was revised in 1 868 
Vikrama (A . D . 181 1 a-1 2 ) by Kaj i  Bahadur J3handari  and Bakshi 
Das h ara th Kh at ri. Unde r  that sett lemen-c .i"evenue was asses sed 9 

on each village on the bc:.3is of :i_ r .s ac t�lal e con omic conditi on. 

The main features of the nEw s ett lemenat were as follows: ­

(1 ) ' The boundarie's of ga rkhas were demarca ted in such a 
J'i'8DDErr that - no garkha co:- ,_p ri sed village s belo ngin g to another 
garkha . Duri ng the ru le of the Garh wali Kings, the boundaries 
of gnr.lchas depended on the discret i on of thntwans. Vi l lages 
belonging t o  a tha.twan were all c on sidered to be n part of tho 
same garkhQ_ i rrespec tive of where they were a ctually located. 

( 2 )  A revenue . register, o ra�, was compiled for ea ch 
ga rkha . It cont ain� d  particula rs of villages and the a rea s 
under cultivation . The se registers we re co nfirmed unde r  
the royal sea l , or l.,�l moh4..t,  nnd furnished t o  the Kamin of 
the appr opriate garkha . 

( 3) Agricultural lands in Garhwal _ 1r1� re clas sifie d  as 
ab4,l, .  dozam, �; chnhar,  £1, nd sukharnbas_,i on t he basis of 
pr oductivity.  -The land ta x was also  as ses sed in each vil lage 
ai the basis of produ ctivity .  

As in Kumaun , the lA!ld tax i n  Garhwal was assessed on 
each b isi of l and. Thea· rates \�e:r e different for _ differen t grades 
of land. O n  ne wly-reclaimed lnndsay c on cessions we re allowed 
n s fo llows : -

l''i rst year • • a• •  .Pul l exer-1ption. 

Se cond yea r  • • • •  75  perc e nt conces sion. 

Third year . . . .  50 percent concesion. 

Fourth and subsequent 
yen rs • • • • No  con ce ssi on. 

( 4 )  Villages were divided into four categori�s and the 
rates of ras.um to be paid by ec:.ch village to F-0uzdars , Sayanas � 
Kamins , and ot her state functionaries were prescribed .  

( 5 ) i�ns were all owed t o  pny th e annual reve�ue to the 
l<'ou11dar ( Sardar) of thae garkh3. in f ive installments. 

(6) Kamins a nd 3ayana s  were given responsibility f or law 
anq. order  - - in the areas under their juri sdic tion. 

_ _  (7 ) Crimes we re divided into - f our categories, an d  the 
:rates of' fines and penaltie s for each cat eg9ry were pres cribed. 
The slave trade was - b anned. 



I n  the absenqe of such 

Mu.2:al:i_, 

_ 

by the stat e. 
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The Ramin of Gujadu was required t o  pay a revenue of Rs ·  
550 a year, of which Rs 1 50 w,_s  payabl e in the m onth of Baisaakh , 
Rs 1 25 each in Ashadh and Aswin, Rs 1 00 in P oush,  an d  the 
balaance of Rs 50 in Chait ra. 

Troops were sen t  to c ollect such inst allments from defaul t in .� 
Kamins .and Sayanas,  if any. Each milita ry employee sent f or . .  
this purpose had the right to collect h alf a sea r  of rice daily,
in addition to Wl�es and sal t, from the detaul ters , while · · 
onion was optional. 

Kamins and �ayanas w·ere in st ruc ted .to bring back fugitive 
peasants · and encourage them to recl aim waste l ands •a. They 
were also instructed t o  issu.e pattas  t o  the . peasa nts, and have 
such pattas endorsed by the locaal aut horities. 

:,;According to T aradatta · Gai rolt
f
; · peasants ·were als o 

granted the right t o  sell their lands, p rovided t hey registered 
the needs with the l oc al auth ori tie.s. If so, the right must 
have been grant ed to tha,twans p.laone, f or in no subsequent 
reve nue settlement in Garhwal , includinp; the settlement made . 
by TrailJ. fou r  years l ater, was th e righ t conce ded to Khai kar, 
Kaini, Khurni, or Sirtan peasant s. 

During the time of the Ga rhwa li kingsa, , aproperty of the � . . ... , ·-�.:. -following categories accrued to the state : 

( 1 ) o r  property le ft behind by deaceased persons • .  

( 2 )  Gaiali, or pro perty vacated by the owner. 

( 3 ) Autali, or property left beL ind by deceased persons who 
haye no ,sons. 

( 4 ) .Natali, o r  property left behind by dece ased persons 
wh o have no rel ativ�s • .. 

During the Gorkhalai period , athe following c ategories of 
p roperty accrued to the - st ate : 

( 1 )  Mo ro, or intestate property.a· 
' 

( 2) . Raha ta , or prope rty vacated °!)y th� owner . 

( 3  ) .  Ba,,hsl'ta , or un cl aimed prope rty. t 
. . \: . .  . . ! � .-- ... • - ,' . .

G orkhali mil itary officials oppressed the· people on the 
pretext of appropi[",ia ting rn, mbia:ta, . or �ha�a pr�perty. 
Bahadur - Bhandari pr9mulgated regulS;tions aqco rding to which 
the of a person who died chµ�es,s., ,. c ould be inbej-;i ted property
by relatives within three generations. 
relations , the property was taken over 

http:instructed.to
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Letters of appoin tmen t is sued to Kamins and Sayanas enj oin ed 
o n  them: 

( 1 ) T o  le t the peo pl e  live in their villa ges peac efully . 

( 2 )  No t toa· imp os e unlawful taxes o n  the people. 

( 3 )  Not to opp ress t he peopl e in any manner. 

(4 ) Not to charge interest on l oan s supplied to the 
peoplae. 

(5) Not t o  int erfere in ri tuals  and ceremonies connected 
with marriage, deathap etca9 and c ol lec t  onl y customary
dues on suc h occasions. 

( 6 )  T o  dispose of all suit s in a court. 

( 7 ) No t to permit the sa le of boys and girl s as slaves. 

There is no . doubt that these arrangements were meant to 
benefit the 0peaople . Ho wever, n othing wasa· done to check the 
p owers of mil·itary officials whoa. exeroi.Sed j'urisdic'tion ove r 
Kamins - and' SayanSS • 119':t' was- any arrangement . made to pa y  the 

· sal aries �f . troops from .. ,. tbe sta te treasury., Orders issued. bya· 
the Gork.hali authorities which are in the . possessi on o.f the 
Kamins of Dh angu s how that military offic.ials did not wa:Lt for 
in sta llment s to f al l  due, b ut sent men to make collecti on 
whenever they liked. In the Vikrama Year 1 869 (A. D.  181 2 ) ,  
f or in stance, that is, one year aft er the s et tl ement, tro ops 
were s ent 31 times to Dhangu f or the c ollection of  revenue, 
and some revenu e was actually c ollec ted eac h  time. This  means 
that the G orkh ali military offici als e.xac ted payments from 
Kamins and S: ayanas every tweivth day. 

Revenue was asses sed n ot only on the  ba sis of agricultural 
prodµction but also all o ther sources of inc ome  in the garkha, 
in cl uding t rade. As such s th e asses smen t represen ted a tax on 
income rather than on land. The r evenue assessment for ea ch 
&z:kba remaine d unchanged thr oughout the peri od of Gorkhalis 
rule, a l  though significant chan ges occurred in the s easonal 
trade or , other occupation thr ough which the people of Garhwal 
suppl ement ed their inc ome , and the c ou ntry bec ame prop:ressively 
depopul ateda. 

As ment i on ed above. Kami!l.i and �yan as were instruc ted to 
put an end to the sla ve trade. In A. D. 1 812,  a r oyal order 
w as issued prohibi ting t he military from enslavin g any  one. 
How ever, the order was completel y igno red. No provisio n was 
made for punishing th ose mili tary officia l s  wh o engaged in the 
s lave trade. Ac cordin g to Hearsey ,  during 1868-69 Vikrama 
(A. D. 1 81 1 -12 ) ,  the Gorkh alis enslaved or auc tioned mo re than 
30,000 men and women of Ga rhw.al, an d ab ou t 80,000 p eople were 
c ompelled to emigraate. 

http:Garhw.al
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Because of the exc essive as sessment and progressivae depopulatiC 
Ka.mins 2nd S a1 an as were  v.nable to make payment s in time . They 
were f orced to borrow ill order to escape the wrath of th e G orkhali 
milit ary . The ·  incidenc e of inrle'J tt➔ dn ess c,m ong them had risen 
to an unpre cedent ed level du:-·ing the last days of G orkh ali rul e
i n Garhwa la. 

N otwithstanding the aiw. cf ii.1pr ovin g the lot of t he peopl e, 
th e revenu e settlement of EahaQur Bhanuari and Bakshi Da sharath 
Khatri was thus  a failure. 

(To be continued) 

The Chl:1.,,Y,_,a_gsin_g_ Tax 

Royal order t o  collect ors of N�rkhi tax at Syafru and Timur e ,
Falgun Badi 1 O ,  1 867 (Febr-uo.ry 1 8 1 1 ) � " Because JOU are not 
entitled to col le ct t he lJirkht tax from the Lamas and inhabit ar t s 
of Latakomar Villagea9 c omplaints have been received that you 
are colle cting a tax known as Chhyagsing instead. You may 
c ollect that t ax if it has cust omarily be·en col lected therea. 
Otherwisea9 if you are proved tc have co lle cted a new tax , 
you shall b e  punishe dca" 

Regmi Research C ollectiona7 v ol ,  39 � Po 522 . 

http:Febr-uo.ry
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