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Jung Bahadur 

By 

Baburam Acharya 

(Pumima, 27, Aswin 2029 (septcrnber-octobcr 1972), p. 178). 
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Jung Bahadur 

on W.:,.<lnt;sday-, Mogh I3adi 9, 1902, King Raj0fdra 
aH,ciinti.:.d Jung Bahadur as Gon.$al, · with tht.: IJafdarkh.:iD6 
Kumo.richok, tho Basantapur 'ro.habil, and th� Bhund arkh::il 
und...::r him. 

on w.sdn(;sday, Aswin Badi 11, l,903, Kin,J RajEndra 
appoint(.;.d him as Mukhtiyar and commander-in-Chief. 

on Kartik Badi 11, 1903, King Rajendra announced 
that h..J would le::avc- for Kashi. HG direct�d thut both 
civil and military officials should act according to 
th,. o.cJ.�s of Jung B�hadur, and th;:it th.-:: junior QU...::·811 
and h.,j(" sons should b� pr,;-V�ntc.d fro-u · coming back. to 
�-J.::.cpal, and punish'2d if they committ€.<l treason. 

on Thu,:sday, Kartik sudi 10, 1903,. King Rajc.ndra 
wrot."::.: a l0tt�r to surendra as follows; "I am leaving 
for Kash1. Ascood th..: throne if I am imprison�d. Othcr­
vd:.;�, do so wh-.;:n I attain thu ag� of forty y0<3rs.•a1 

******** 

Contd ••• 



• • 

l str at -.. qy tor su rv .1 v aN -i"�al : 

. Ro s e  LCO E
Reviewed b y  Randhir SUbba 

• 1 9 7u )  7 , 2 Au gust ( 5 032 , adra 1 1boo k) ,. samaj b1'1, _

boo k s T hu ti tl e o f  L ',;'.O E. Ro s e •  
cc ­'.·::;u bi!t .:.,;.1 i t �) J i·l J ,::, s k.dhcd in 1 9 7 1 , .-,iw h i c h  was pub}
by . ._-d. c, £.1,.ii.:. .:.:.s .  �1: ; , .r: acl..l s Lrn -: td 10J.;;; h ..:..  l ,:,J t ' � (;r-- t -:.::i::-i . : t-.. . rn .:.1 - ·  t ·  , 

writ:t . _n t hi �: v al .  L eo E. Ro :;(; h:, :., fo; it;.;; tillrv iN �-.;il .. 
s N �p�l '  eacch  o r, \;rS of  study .:1n:i r c.:.yeaboo k aft.;;r s �N cr al 

:.,n  h::1.<J a tt cn t i cs hat t h-2 auc oor '  tion s ,  and tcon c�iVt.d no

The sugaul i Tr t;:,a ty of 1 81 6  did n c, ::  t ak e.: a lv : , y t l J. s  1:: r..:Jl orn o f  N Ll)al • t-l ,:1 , al 
un hu.111.l:Jercd , and N e.pal di d  noc lo f r�-::d0rr1 to d ct� t he• s .:r­l min e i ts own for\Ji gn pol icy.  ' L'ho tr e,c< ty  g;w ,:.: N q_ i ul -!3r J t .- t1 j. rr..� at ion s  a wr i tte,;n fonl n , · hut  did not cr l..' at�  �ll1 Y ob.s tacl � 

con td • • • 

·.....- ay 

E .  Ro s .:::ko Pu stak 2 - Ro s , : '  s ( L , .o1 111 sri L ..:o( Randhir subba , 

•su rv i v ;J �_ 
1 1 .str a L.yy f o r '

i- Hi s  d1l 1 gc.;r
,2 book 

ei-:fors;.;i gn pol icy d_ur in g too past two cwtur i c� . 
mu st be appreci at £...-d .  But a t h:> roug h  stud y of  t i
ca11p c�l s on � to conclud0 that i t  wti s wri tt en w i th prc.)­

·

90n 2 only to  t hos � \;V en ts that und'._,r score t lws0  nor ·i_on: :  '.! . . 
1.L �, cue .L C d l ;.: ,:;: .r,Jo r0 f .!.:r .::n c 1;: h.:.1 s b1;;en made in  t hi s  L , :c,k to  t h•_ ,

...:v si ts  that rc;; iut o hi � pn.;cor,i c .::>iv ed nc t iv.n �; .  \ -ih , ,: r cN --.r 
an y n.: ierenc e h::::s · b,_·Jl m ad e, t hcd r rn eani n-) has 1.Jo e;n <.l i  :c:-

· · cor t led' . 

T hi s  articL.:! s c;eks to crn1:m 0n t on th� cor.c l u �-: i.on :.;: o f  
t h .,2 u.ut ro r .L eo J,; . Ro se h<J. s rc f rai n1...d f rc;,, i d � i - , ;· t l :,- \H i l .i l l - 1
th:1t N 2pal wa!'; not u sov erei gn st at e aod on l y  ind i r, .. ;; t l y  
l1i l 1 t .-.:.d l.: .1t t t1 i  . . . . In oL·de.c t o  rc·fut e: th-.1 l:  l 1ir::t , i t  i s  
�·css -.::n tial t o  t hi nk over some- hi .sto riC,.'Jl , . .  V '2n t s . 

Af ter t h•� p n�sent kin gd om of  N ,:,pal w. ,s f Dund cd 2 00 
y(,.::ir s ago , H t.p a l  h �1::. been con s-t:an tl y v i 9i l c1 1 . t  :::rd :;;uc,-:: � �: ;:;-­
f ul in rnain tain :i n g i ts L1 en tit y. l,s a rG:.ml t o f  t l·,0 1 7 5 '/ 
f> l a :;:; s 12y \lar , t he, British En1p i re was ·  LJur ; d Ld  in 1n .l i a .  
I t  began to spread i n  nor t 'hern I nd J2 '., and \·d t hin ct f e-., 
d ec ,.d 0s ,  t he VJ LOl (.: o f  nor t h(;•rn Jn::I L:1 ,  C:XC iip t P -J n j a b  ,:ind 
Kashmir w a s  inc�)rporatw in t o  t he & lti s h  F..;npi'c2.  L atc:r ,
Pun j 0 b, KaD lini r and o ther st at es in :xu t LLc rn Jndi. a  too
•...: ,:r �� i ncorpo rat "-d •  Bu t N .::.·r, al Wi.:i S  succ(;;:::;s f.ul in  sai:0 911,:, rd­
i:1 9 it s ind,2p cr,denc� and sov er ei gnty . T hu mi.,iin cri t ccj_ on 
<Jf sov c:re:i ')r. independ ence is f ree1om to main tain '.fo rei gn 
r_..:l .:i.tions and uct armino an indf-Jp cndt-mt fr'.)r,21 <)11 po l .icy. 

Prior t o the N 1;...:.pal-Bri ti sh war cf 1 81 4-1 6 , tJ cpal had 
r.,;l ations wi th  both China and Bri tain .  Accor·. L i ;. 1 �J to  t 1 10 
th,.n prl:;v al u1t c 11 s tcrn ,  fo rei gn r �l <'1 t io.-i s ·w'�r..:: rn ,J i nt.:in l.;,d
t hrough exc han 9 e  of  envoys f rom' · t i r:i..;,, to  - t :i : ilc _  H ,:pcil hal 
d fore i gn pol i cy of i ts NJr1 t o  r,.-g uL:: t -.:; r•..:·l r.i t iu. i !J wi t h  
chi;;).:;!� coun t ri 1.;s . · 

I s fo rci �Jn rd ,,, tion s t hu r: re11ain .. -d 

http:succ(;;:::;sf.ul
http:cor.clu�-:i.on


t.ei J:;'! 

th...:: nonal i gn� pol icy o -his po l icy has b�cn f N •�pal . '£
rival r y  bctwc �1 pr:J..;iound�d prim ari l y  in t he cont ext of t he:· 

sovi t th union and the Unit\;;,>d sta:·: 1.;. t es .  It  aims at non.., 
ul i gnm t;:,0.t in rul ation s wit h t hem .  L eo  E .  Ro se r,:?gards 
N '"'pal I s expo s tion of th� non al i gnt-d policy in  its own i
context to maint a, in equal f ri mdship wi th bot h Ind ia and 
China is an un real i stic and unt imel y. H:2 has cv on mad� 

arcastic comm en::.: ts on thcs � principl es propound1;:d by . 

JN , pal n ev �  receiv � any hGlP from Ch.ina wh-.;!f1 it  Sl.)Uqht suc h  bclp again st  Br itish- India is hi stori c , · l l y cor r(..ic t .  Bu t.  what was Chin a ' s oondition -:lur ing the, pate: , two ci ·n turi . China 'itsi::l f 'was wuak · ani.l �plo i�J2 i::ri a 1i� . t l!-;:r� P :� cc 
::;.on n..:1a .  :: .,..1!1 la;.A:Jl-J�ars ago 1 ... 75 y N ,::ar1y cit that tirn<:! . . 
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in N E:pal I s rel ation s  wit h China and 'l''ibet . Ind ec<l', the se  
r�l ations continuei as before. cont acts we1.·c maint ci.ir 1 '"'".J 
l at er  al so wi th Afghanistan and Burma. In 1 85 5- 5 6 ,  th0 
N ;Jpal-Tibet war o ccurrai , and . fo r  n ear l y  100 yc.:ars  aftc:e ­
wards , T i bet abided by its  tr eat y with N epal' . 

Nor i s  there an y  substan ce in th\;. V i ew t hat bcc;:iu ::;;.: 
of  t.� 1 7 92 N 1:apal-China tr eaty N epal lo st or limi t ed  i t t;  
.sov'0r t.::i {J:lt y .  T hat every f iv e  yec, rs a goodwi l l  d cl ..;,gac:icn 
u s-.;.d to go to China f rom N epal to o f f<..:r pr0sentG  to  the; 
Chin ese Dnp 0ro r i s  · on l y  on e asp ect of '. t h1;; eastt.�rn world 
a tt itude . T he concept of sov erei gnty as i s  prcv ;:. l (;:flt 
th.:-sa days orgin at dl in t'h� Wa:i t.  1r ht:.: w ost �rn conc0fA:.
of • sov er e;i gnt y has been adopt�d by t;; hl'-: wtira wor ld 
t h0sc d ays . Accord ing to t he mod �.)rn coocept , a na tior1 

whi ch cr1j oys the r i ght to est abl i sh fore-i on rel a tion s  
i s  sov �re i gn .  '£· hat N opal s�nt pres2n ts t. o  t he Chine:s<2: 
0np ,. . ror ev ;:,_ry fiv e  y ,:::ars cannot m ean that N epal lo st 
i t s  sov cc ci gnty.  F..V �  aft �r sign ing thu 1 7 92 tr c:aty N q: .:1 1 
fou ght and concl ud t:.>d tr cati �s wi t h  T ibet , as w1;;ll au
wi. t h  t he Briti sh E)llpire.  N L.pal I s f reedom to mainta in 
f o n�i gn r8l ation s and dete.on in e  po l i cies gov ern i ng t L•.- . .  '2
r .. :l ations  r01naipc.d intact . 

Let us  now di scuss L eo- E.  Ro se ' s concl u sion s . fk. 
ha s m ainl y  tri ed to stress two poin ts : 

( 1 )  :r-rom th� t im e  of Pr ithvi .N arayan shah N epal had 
r .__,1u ,  st(.<l Chin l.!s� hvlp to f i ght t h� Br itish 0npi r G  ru t  
i t  n .;:v u  r �ceiv � an y. 

( 2 ) ', Economic factor s are important in detennin in g a 
count ry • s foreign pol icy·. It is  due to economic factor s 
t hat N ... pal had to f i ght with T ibet f requwtly and mai n­
tain relation s  wi t h Chin� . It i s  fo r thi s  v ,"Jry r eason 
tha.t in today •  s cont ext N epal neE.ds to maintain full  
c cop1;,.,ration with India . N �pal should formulat e its 
for..:i gn pol icy accordingly �' . 

It i s  on t hi s  basis that L c.-0 E. Ro s e has cri tici z ,  ...a 

t� ... pal'. · 

Leo E .  {«) s� • 's. fi rst conclu sion . 'i s  er ron �-0us . Thjt 

a sl eeping lion " .  "China i s· 
Con .:- . .. .  
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F)lery countr y t akes its  national int � �sts into 
con sid eration'. Is there an y enl i ghten ui  man w ho wi l l  
!" df1 ain indif 'f;.:;rent t o  the di gnity,  independ ,:!ucc , .and 
sov c:r-.)i gity of hi s country ? In thi::: prdscnt c:1ge , no
nat ion can abamlon its  sov ere i gnt y  m .:r cly on groun:.l s o i:  
i t s  geograp hi cal an::t 8conomic con str aints . As L eo  _E . Ho s ,:; 
him s�l f  has noted , N e:pal has. ranain<.;!(). highl y  d 1Jrt on 
t ni s  question. for th.:.:: past t we hund rcl y;:,: ars'. �,e cannot 
for sakE.: fr eedom to formul at e  our own st and on int er­
n a t ional i ss u �i ku�ping the n ation al in terests in v iew ,  
<J i l l  for an yon ..: to e,."'<p rcss an y res erv ation s  on t his 
qu �stion i s  to in sul t t h� N epali P�Pl e.  

If any Chines 0 j ourn al i st wr ite in  a r ,  · •.,s papor 
t hat  the p c..;opl e: o f Lhasa d escend to Kathn andu during t he 
vJ i n t(;.(' , as  i f  i t  w as th0i r win t �r c apit al , t h0 N (.pali s 
w i l l onl y f \JGl ainu s(]d .  But actual l y ,  5 , 00 0 Ind ian t c.:uri �;t:;;  
v :i �, i t i.::.d Kat hmandu durin g thi s surrirr1 (.?l:' bt;.!cau sc of t he 
sw..:::l t cr in g  h.:::at in India,  and an Ind ian cor rE..spondcnt 
;_.v _;n r "'_mark.:.d t hat t hey s eemed to hav e tr eat ,-=d K :::i t hu ,::ndu 
a.s t houg h i t  was t hei r  surnmer capital .. 'r lm s t }:le wr i ting:_:
o .f: '. Chinese and Ind i�n j ou rnal i st s on -� id.:..,n tical i ss u ,. ·  
cv o k1.; diffC:r'-=!n t  · reaction s .  'rhis i s  probabl y bccauEe t he 
nr it ish  used to shi ft  t heir  siunm ,:;:r capital f rom Co.l cu t t  .. :; 
to o.:irj cl2l in 0 and l. rom D1.. l hi to siml a .  

In 1 9 71 , l ' ak i st an  di sintegrat (_<l ,  and Banq l adesh  
• ..:rn . .  c gcd as  an inJcpe:.nd ent na tion',. But t ht:, tuss l G  arnon g 
•j i f Lx (•I1t forces d i d  not �nd even w i th t hat tN cn t .  - 'l' hY.1 -
;: _,nd s of pti:opl i.; w en� kil l ,. d  ..:..v en af t t.:r t he cr .-::ati on of 
Bang l ad 0sh. U ltimately , Muj i bur Rahm an  hi1ns el f wa.:;:; 
u :�:3 :-iss in a t L<l .  Nol:xxly can prui i ct t � shap e  of ' · t hin qs 
in Ba nglad esh,  for t he struggl e b�tw ecn t he force:s tk,t:  
w . 1r o  b1.;;hind i ts an er gence and those that murd ered MUj i Lu r  

nRd ri,on ,  ar e s t i l l  s tron g. It hardl y  nt!o:1 be po int C;.'d out
t hat  both f oc c ...::s r epr esen t cxt -�n al power s ,  no t the
IJ 1;op1 ,_. of B c1ngl ad�sh . 

Ano ther chang e was the overthrow o f  K in9  Zahir  
Shah o f  Afghan istan in a coup d ' et at .  In t_hat coup , 
on u of hi s own rel ativ �s Daoud , was procl aim,.:d �k.:itl of  
St at E.: .  'l' her � was another coup d ' 'et at  in 1 97 8 ,  in whi c h  

, t h.� �tire Daoud f amily vi a s  murd,::,r i..� .  Now a Macxist 
r� gime has be� inst al l (;..<l in t hat countr y. The: n ,;-w rul er s 
o.E Af ghani st �h ha-v e reopen e::l t he i ssu�s oi P akhtooni stan 
an j  Baluchi st an in P aki stan . ·wh.:it facto.r: ha s  in spir ed 
th , n ew rul er s of Afghanistan to int Jft;;ll:'e in the i n tern al 
aff ai rs of P akis tan ? 

. A tus sl o has start ed in Afghanistan . Nobody know:::: 
w lk1 t  t� fut�re ha.s . in store. 

Le:> E ·  Ro se has di scuss�d ev oo ts un t i l  1 969 onl y  
i n  hi s  book .  H.e probabl y  wrot e th� book in 1 -_ , J O and 
pu bl i sh� � t  in l � i' l  � At t h t1t t im e ,  Mr . I< i ss in (Jer h� 
n u t  vi �i tL.d l' <:king, nor had the u . s . P res ident done so . 
'!' h� tubl t: t a-ini s tournc:rncn t hacl not be::Ul h�ld at Nat;P y , 
in Japan , and Si kkim had no t b�cn "merged II into Ind L,' . 
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.. blf .i .in south · · . .  ManY de� cl.opments hav e ,takr..n p°l aqe ,' ,, 
UthE, cango· Ethiopia ,  ·somal ia , PAfrica since 1 97 1  : · , 

conclusion might .hav e ?een di ff erent 11111 
�n an, .  Zaire. The . 

s lon�-t,::rm tlaj LEO E - Ro se writt.en a book on N (.1)81.', 
with du0 con siderat ion to the str at\; gy for surv ival 

thes e d Lv c-si tµat io11 in the l i ght of al l int..:irn at ion al · 

t hcough intr i gues . 

to their • .sid e. 

the Q>.verl'tor-GErteral .  The N epal war was . the f i ercest . 
and. bloodist wa foy.g l,� ,.PY · the Br iti sh- until that tim� 

r 

1 5 0  

. · · · . 

l opments .  

* * '"'* * *  

Nepal '• s Di:.?feat in the N epal- Briti sh w� 
By 

. Mahesh Raj P�nt 

( "Bi'. Sam'. 1 87 1''"'." 72 KO N epal-Mgrej yaddhama N ePal- l E? 
Har no.ma EUt a '1' l1ulo Karan" • ( A majo r  rea son fo r N epal I fl
de ft.::at in t he 1 8.1 4 - 1 5  N epal-Brit i sh war) . ���, Year 1 , ·.
_No'. 1 ,  Bai sakh' 2 02 1  ( April 1964}' . pp :.' _ 47- !J 8)' . 

T he N �Pal- Br i t i sh war .;)f 1 87 1 -72 samv at i s  ari .irnpo rt an t 
�N 8n t in t he' history of .  N ep al and Indi a .  It put a scop 
t0 the cornpaign of t erri tor i al conqu est that the N ep�,l i 
p :.:..Dpl e  had st arted, in " 1 801 samv at . N c:pal \·J as corr:.f., .al l cd  
to �i gn ;:.. tr�aty w i th the Br it ish sur renderin g, on e- third 
of i. t$  territory. 'l'he, Bt:i.ti sh al so suf f E:r e:.l.' much lo ss in 
tb·) .. . ,ar I ev,ert" thoth;h they haµ been a ttain in g ea.s t  succe:;:, · 

( Note : Their vi ctory in the Bat t le  o f  r· lass (.;y in  
1 81 4 samv at en abl ed t h'= u.ci tish to irnpa se thei r  dominatj on 
in b� gal' . N awab sirajuddau l a  of  Ben 9al ass aT1hl c.<l a fo rc: a  
o f  S01 � ·  to fight the Br i ti sh, who· had ·,m ly 3 , '000 tr oop s .
I t  was , therefo re1 cl.i f ficul t f or t h(:! l� i t i sh t o  r.l e:t eat 
Nawab �ir?j ud_daul a in the battl e- f i eld . Bu t t. he Br it:i sh 
a ttaine:i an easy vi ctory, because they hQd

M:1r0 Jaiar, tirid .Ro¥ t,.1rlabh, general s .  of, si raj uddaul a , 
,. a l ready won · 

CN er · · · -

. {T b.is account , . i s.  �� on Ishwar i P..ra.Sad und sharad 
· · , ,J<\i�r_J . Arv achin� '9harat . Ka . · Itihasa , '( A  plstor y  of, uiod�cn

In�i,�) , · :P •  7 3. · . , , . · , . , .. , . 

. , · : , ;�IJl �·� : ��,' - ;�at,rien An� �eji Rafya ( Brit j sh rul e 
in Ind.ta) ( Istii. ed'� � .fi . 946)' , · Slndarlal w rit � ': "T ht:: 

· Br iti sh w ere hri�l y ·.d ef eat eQ by tbe t�E!P�i . ,Jorce s a t  several
pl aces. · ·some Br� tish 98Qet:al a provsl "thanselv es '.tv .be 
v 2ry ¥1�etei�' � c��rcil y -�<1' so were dismi ssal by-

in . ¾d ia .;  st ' ,, .. ...,_ . ,,, ., • .  , .  ' . •  , .. . . .  
, ,  , .,. ' · '. - ·  . ,· , , • 

· contd • • • 
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in the east to Han<iur · in I the wes t- . ·· ' · 

the l<Oshi region to the J<a.tn�ti r�ion . •  In the f r�'. .
Jamuna . r¥g;ion , - the N epali wete :' l'.lO� · able "t:o 'defeat t he 
Briti�h/ .b.lt at · least d�f#lded . tl)ans�ves • .  iliw�er, 
they could not. , even' · defepcl' t_heJtselves in. the Ganget ic · 

1 51 

simil arly , in hi s  Britishkalin Bharataka Iti� 
· ( A  history of Briti sh India} ( PP .  219-2 0)' , P . E. Roberts 
wri tes : "T he f i rst Nepal war , start ed by Lord Hastings , 
w.:i ·::, quite d if f eren t from the big wars he fought with 
Lh(o:! Marathas . Lo I:d Hastings . has been bl ama:l for hi's in­
a bil ity to underst and _the intricaci es o f  war. BUt N F..pal 
i s  the most dif ficult country in the world from the 
vi �wpoi.nt of warfare . The Corkhal is are braver than any · 
ot h�r. Indian s ,  except the Sikhs . we nust real ize that 
th� troops engaged 4,n this war· had no experi ence of 
f ig ntirig In mountainous t errain . G�eral s,  wit;h t he 
exception of Ochterlony, p roved the incompett:?nce . , The 
Go ck.hal is had not been abl � to mus ter rr.o re than 12 , 000  
troop s ,  wher eas the Briti sh .  inv ading force con sls.te:i 
of 34 , COO m en '. E.Ven th€n , the Bri t ish su ffered_ m\,lch 
l oss  of lif e and property.  Gen er al Gil lespi e, of'· the 
D<.1 tt l e of Jav a fame ,  was s topp e:l at the firs t  round of '· 
fi9 , iting  at , a  hil l  fort and was kil l ul .  Gan er al MGirti,nd 1.�l l 
was repul sed when he launched an att ack :oh Jythak. 
Oc hterlony alone was abl e to maintain hi s f() si tion in 
th(; attack on weatem Nepal .· ,.) 

on l<arti k 1 8, 1 871 , '. samvat ,  Lord Hast ings ,  eovernor­
Gcn er al of the East �1.ia canpany, deel ar ed war' · on Nepal 

· f com Lucknow. war 'then start ed formally. Briti sh troops 
haj ,. howev er ,  ent ered Nepal in the west twelv e '. d ays 
previously .  · · 

( Note : The diary of oaiv ajnyashiromani Laxm ipat i  
P ani e, whic h  i s  in t he po ss ession o f  Mohan Nath J? andE=� · 
con tains the fol lowing ent ri es .  The ·word s written · '  
Pdrentheses hav e been add ed to expl ain the meaning , 

on Aswin Sldi 7 ,  1871 samvat, ( 1<artik �) , British 
troops intruded into Kh.isyalpµr, .· �hich is .si tuate:! in
N 11pali  territory. From there they .r:eached · D�nra pn, Aswin
SJd i 9 ( Kar tik 8) � .and N alapani on Aswin sudi ·1 1 ( K�tik
1 0) • Captain'. Bal abhaura Kanwar wa� in ccxnmand of. the . ··•·
1,J ,,!pdli  fort at Nalaponi . T here was an exchange .of fire 
a.t six yhad is  after sunris�  .. '( atout 8 : 30 �.M.) / 'a'nq nin� . 
m en of the en any were · ki l l ed. Two men lost thei r · l ives' · 
on our side, The enany then wi th:frew to _Ochr.Q)' . 

. . . . . . 

Taking advantage of the most iaT()Ortant festiv al of 
the Nepali s ,  the ,oashain , t�. Br itish had ,actual ly start �>d 
the Wist" eight .. dcays be fore it was formall y :i;i�1ar<4.•
34, 000 British tJ;Q()l)s ,:then adv�ced in five s.t-:.ctors wi th
the obj ective .of occpying the entire area. from MOr.ang 

· ,  , · ,
� -1, . •  

. , , ;  · . 
; 

In th�'' �ar ,  the · ar1ttsh w�:e, : ·{lef�t(!d by . t�: Nepal is. 

region'. · 
1 ,, 

d,ntd • ., • .  
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· _  Shel:" as sa�·inat� . 'by, his half-l:rother� fMradur, ·.'Fri thvi- · p.:,l a  .sen, wa� ·clqCUsed of, beirig ari accompl ice irJ , fhe crime. Bhimscn ·�hapa ·had been kill ed  in cold blood on this . ch �r 9e ." This action nacuri3l l y  undermin (ll the ti:-ust o f  the va�s �l - St'ates in · the gov ernma1t of t-J epal . conse\1uently� scme of t hem _went ov er  i� supPort of the Dri ti�h dui:·il, -J tbe N epal -Br�t-ich war . 

It-- is not easy . �6 identify _  the f:" easons for N E:pa�- : �'.:i 
def eat . in  t hi s  wur , b;;;cause t he reasons were many . 

1 .  Since Ghe sixt eenth c en tury of the V ikr ama  era, 
th..:? Renai ss ance i n  Europe hacl l e1  to con siderabl e d evelop­
m a1 t  in t echnol oq y .  ·:r : : �. dev elopment elud E:;d Indi a .. con­

Isc:tJll COtly, NE:P c.ll  s waa�ns - wer e inf eric,r to t ho �e u sed 
by th(;.> Brit ish . 
( cf .  Jawuharl a l  N ehru £ cl i rnps ,.:s o f  uc, rlJ Hi!":: tor. \'. , ch::'.,p t:. ,�r 
C.J.p tion c.il 1 1  1<.en a i  �!:; un ce o .c  l{t:;<.1wa.kooir1 �J ' 1 J J a yac l1 ;-indra -..V idycll ankaL· � ·- I t i hasa p'rav e�li;;i ( J.n in ts.·,):J u , • t ic' . t o, L i : ,1 . , , , : y ) ,
chc1.pt·er caption ed 1 1Jn yan;:.-J-:.9.cic i-ka l.°!..,h�N a 1 1  ( L c!Ck o:C 
knowl ,:d g(; and ,;:.nl ight enm ent) ; and sury� Bikram r:n yi)waL : 
Amar simha Thcipa,  chapter caption Eid .  1 1  Har}<.a Kr...a ra.n .1 1  ( n.,�:Jon s  · · f or def eat) .. 

2 .  'l'hroug h pres:;;ur t: and in timid.:::ition , t he: D.ci ti sh 
obt ain ed a l oan of H.s 2 5  mi l lion f rom N aw..:,b Chuz iuctdin 
of oud h fqr t he 1-J (![Jdl w.::ir . �Jit h thi s IIlO!l (;'/ ,  t hc-y t'<::Cru i L  .. .-1 
tr oop::-; dfld procured m i l i  t i;;l.!" y  �qulrrne:nt  <1nd :.,u f-1'' 1 i (.'::; . 
'I' h,1 N i;.;pal i s  did 1 1 0 t  tav'e so much mon ey, no r, \,J (.:l: c ttiey 
in po si tion to borrow from any source.  con sequ e:n tly,  
th;.::;y hav e few& trcopc and l ess equirm ent and zuppl i 12s 
t l1c.l n  the Briti sh. 

3 .  In 1 84 9  .S3JllV at ,  Kirkpatrick v i sited N ,.:p ::11 a� th0 
�>0voy of t he Company governmen t .  He wrote a boo k on 
whatev er he saw and }..;n&J about N E:pal and presen t ed it 
to t he h:i, gh-ran :king aut lur ! ties of t he Ea ot Ind ia cornap:.;1ny� :; 
T :-: , �cok was publi shoi �n 1 867 samv at . 

·. In 1 859 samv ::it,  Hamil ton remain t::J in K a t hmandu for 
on e yew: alon g with t he Bri ti sh Res id en t ,  Knox . He e1!ploy1:·d) 
sev er  al per::.on 5 t.o col l e<; t  in formation i:lbout N ,::Pal' . ,., 
Af ter he was fo rced to l eave N t:1>al , he � tayed t.wo yc�cirf'i 
in the border ar�as and coll ect ed fu rt n wr  in fu rm;.,t ion . 
Hamil ton thus mad e  stren uous ef. for ts  to col l ec L. � •:'cr e.t 
in·f c,rrnat ion abou t N epal . In 1 87.6 samv at ,  hi: publ i i/hcd 
hi s  b<Jok on l� epal . �rAd dedicatt'-Cl it to wcl.l  e�l c:y , w ho 
was ruv ,�rnor-General, o f t'he · Eas t India compan y at the 
tim, ... h� was in . N e:pal' . 

In Nl':i)al , on the ot her han J, the t.i:-adi. tion o f  tduca­
tign in r-o l iti cs was a bsent • .  a;m sequentl y,  t he n 0pal i s  
yere unabl e to col l 1;.,ct infoJffl a t .ion about the coun try or 
�o a�4,utre the secrets of  the ?r iti � h. 

· 4 � �fter rcturn i� g to Nepal from KoshJ', tho sv, ami 
. Ma�raj # ,  RfJO- Bahadur, sumnoned King :E>rithvipal a Sen
9£ the v�_ssal King:lom of Palpa and put him in ·j ai l . 
P.OlPia v-,as'' 'then annexc!d by ,force ,  When rtan Bahadu r was 
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1 4 , 0 0 0. or lS Q:>o in Kal i-Kumaun , · as. wel l . as some in �Pali and Al�ra. At Pilibhit,  in the Tarai region of , .  5 , 00 0 Cbti , . or 6 , 000 troops hav e been station ed at irnpor� ant . pofnt�.  I-bwev er ,  he i s  t alkin g about stowing the fi gl*in g ev erywhere, even on my side . I hav e d epu ted sardar Jasmardan . Thapa and sibedar Jayakri sr.na · 'l'hapa to A.lmora to study the si tuation and sub-nit a • .-eport • 

eontct • •  � 
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( No te : It i s  tru e, of course , that the British of fere:l 
man y  al luranent s to the promin en't .gen eral s of � epal and 
ev en pr<:mi'se:l to make them rul ers of areas under their 
cont rol in an att anpt to win them ov er .  But t he. · bhardar s 
of N ':=Pal ,  who had been taught the l esson of patriotism 
by P ri thvi Narayan shah, did not succumb to the tempta- . .  
tion . '£ hey' d id not att empt to become ri ch by  rebel l in g · ·. ' 
agains t  t heir country . 
( Bas ed on the chapt er . 1 1Jwalanta Deshabhaktira swarthatya ga 1 1  

( shin in'g patrio ti sm · and spi ri t of ·sacri :f:ice) , in Amara'.· · --
simha,2_hapa) • · 

5 •. our ing the war ,  the Br iti sh conduct e:1 much 
propaganda to und ermin e t he  moral e of  t he N epali s .  FO r  
N epal i of ficial s ,  on t he ot her hand, i t  :was n ece.ssary
to acquir e  info nn a,tion about d ev el ofro ents in anot her  
provin ce f rom t he spi es of the Bri tish . 

•rh ... �se are the main reasons fo r N ep al 1 s d ef eat in 
the N !;:pal-Briti sh war , T here are s ev eral other r easons 
as w-:1 1' . A separat e essay  is n ec ess ar y to discuss t hem 
throughly . · 

Th� presen t ess ay intends to d iscuss the fi fth 
rea'son in detail . 

A l ett er written by Chautari aya Barn Shah , ' · administra tor 
of Gar h · and Kumaun , and his coll eagues to the government 
of N nial i s  interesting in thi s  context . The l ett er has 
n ev er  baen publ ished before , hence t he full t ex t  is  giv en 
below . (  in translation ) :-

w,� had a,lready sutmitt e:l a repert from the place
wh0re t h� dead body of ( Chaut ar iya Hastadal shah, who 
was kil l ed  in the battl e of Gannat h on Ba.i sakh 1 3 ,  l 87� 
samv at) was .cremated .  we then transporta:l suppl ies and 
ammur:i i t ion s across the ( Maha) Kali riv er on . four elephants
and 600 por.;ters'. s:>�e suPPlies are stil l Peing transportajl . 

H�ara'ey was captured • .  When he was defeat \:.:d · in t he
bat t l e, ocardner report ed to the Gov ernor-Gen er al' . ( Lo rd
Hastin gs}' · that he was being be s i ege:i by 2 4 , Q:> O  Gorl<hal i s .  
P revio u sly, when fi ghtin g · st ar t el ,  th�y had 2 2 , 000 or · ·2 3 , 000 1;rQops in all at c!iffer ent pl aces .  when that
re,E-Ort was receiv ed, they assembl ed 30, '000 o r  32 , coo
troops equiRJ ed with f l intlocks . T he fi gure includes 

. 



"co lon el Gardn er . has sent the fol lowing mess3ge :­
"On th-2 westem front; you hav e lost suryagarhi . Captain 
Bhakti 'I' hapa, subc..v:iar Hr:-idaya simha T'hapa, and on e oth0r 
subea. ar were killed in the bat tl e. Kaj i Aj cJ.mhar r>antha 
was ·wo undt.::d in the battl e of Jythak-Gadhi and was c.:iptured , 
whil e Captain Bal ubhadra Kam-1 ar was ki l l (;:{} . Mony  men 
were ki l l c:l on both sides . 7 00 ( Co rkhali ) tr cops ·wc:nt 
ov er to ochterlony '. ·1�herc i s an' . acu t e  scarci ty of  f ood 
at th,� pl aces whe:re the BuJ.ha Kaj i ( Amara sirn h::i. T h3pa) 
and Ka'j i Ranjor 'l'liapn ( Arna.cu sfr1 ha Thapa'1 s son) c,rt: 
st-::.tionc·l .  The siege i s  he�vy'. 11 

"W<':! had an exchan ge o f  commun i cation .s twi ce,  once 
by po st tlnd one'-' by couri er . Aft er a r eply  is  J. i.:ic eiv C::!d', 
we B .hal l procure supPl ies and ammun i ti'on ,  as well as 
regul ar trQ)ps , from there .. 

• i rrh ,...! bOD of .. Mahesh Baniya o f  l-'.lrro r-1 ha;;, Lrought t he 
fol l 0vJi n g  infocmat.io.n f rom Harihar': " I  � . ..  ..,, ( Aj umbnr )
P unthr.:1 Kaji br•::>lhJ l1 t ther e . I heard what U12 c apt: atns 
w-2n..; t .:-1 1  kinq CJJ.liOn J th,...rosclv es . E:.6 far as th_ s:i t:u,:ition 
her E: i. s concern ed , arn, s and supp l i es hav e al1; ec:1dy been 
procurc<l . When 1 ask .:..-d whether f L�i end.l y rel a1_ : ,Jn s wi l l  
continu ..--! or no t; ,  they said, 1 1  Ri2po .tt the 1n.3ttcr to Lhc 
palac,c; .. J l your- 1 in CJ dc:::;ires to maint ::iin s1 1 ch r12l c.: tion .:; 
wi tll our- il1d!:..ters,  oLtain his f.ir111 con sent . Wd sb 0.il'l 
try our bL£. t to  en ::;ure thc:1 t ctr ,Jn g £ d encl �;hip i s  rn�1 in­
tuin (;.:U L,1;twc...,;n -:,·oui Idn 1J an�:l t h1c: IJ.C i t i .sh .. J f t1 i :.;  pcopu ::;a"l
is cicc r.:,_pt abl e, the Cov rr or-c :n.:;ral i s· now 0l Azari 9-.3rh 
in 1-'ct :cru.k:hobaJ'. St::nd him pr,2sents soc 1 a1 or1CJ \Ji ..:h a V N�Y 
c-ip�bl ...! pcr :::on in suc h a \•lc!Y as to cc,r .vince him • .Any

1 1ch�l.2y '✓J i l l make th.:;: si�uation rnor e  di L fi cul, t  foe you .. 

"On rec8ivinq r't::f�ort s about t h.:: en emy'' ::.' pc ,..;'[:::;n r.L: on 
AllflO L.:i ., l{udr.::ui ,• d !311. . ..:hi reuCh'-.!d DaJ.12l �ihuL-a t i. ,W \...l lin(J
day c.:.1.nJ ni r1ht'. i�hen vie in formed him at.out the�e 2irc<1nue­
rnenl .s ,  hi...! slc1.y(:.{1 on ln Dacl.�ldhura. · on hc-aci n g  thi t, ,
Ganln21:- •xp1.· ,:ss ed desire to m cst him . rec 1u :�e \Ji.: wee .. ; 
unabl ,.:o to t, .}-e C;;l r-dn tr to D�dE:l<.1hu c1 , \lG c' ,.::Lcd HLdrav .i .1.• .::1 
sh2hi to ccrn(.; hcrl...!'. Pudri:ivi'ra shatii r e-::�cbud Boi tadi on 
Dai s.=ikh SU di 7 ( J estha '1', 1 872 · SdnlV at) • 

"G..:ir n er ,  who i s  acc omr.Junyin g us,  is  a colonel' . He 
hud 1. irst cor;,i.; hl;1.·e as corrmanJ.�r v1hen th.� fi 9 htin •J :, t:cic tl.! J . 
Hi s bro ,_hcr h 1s ccrn� c:s Gov err, or , wi th aut ,(_, rJt. ·1 to  h.'1 d 
negoti ,1 cions and oumlni s t �  t he terri tory . coJ o(i (.;!1 c;::1 rdnu',
hi s Lroth._r , and 30 or 35  otlh:r gcn<:!ral s , Cdpta i nn ', a.l}li 
othGr mi l j  t.:u::-y o. Ei ccr s  arc r.;tayin g at  1dlil �ipd: J • CLdflll dV d t l  
to hoL1 t ,1 l k.s \vL. r 11us '. 

Wittl gr� ·tin9s 
l\ng<:..1d . 

trom Barn shah, Ch,:unu Bh.::.ndar'i. , and 

Oai · i , Tuesday, Daisakh Sudi 8, 1 872 ( j esth'1 5 ,  1 872 
sarnv at:'. • 

( 'l'he original doc ient is  in th"= po ss ession of 11.anj i 
'I'ewarj_)  • 

Con td • • •  
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f > : ; , . • .  . •  -.: ;: -� -' .. . . ·, 

·, .-'iat;� th�t- , k��6n, the ' . . ' '  . .had '00 . British. ��-er��i 

t� ,;�tk��lil -� :.,�ru'.i,t�,;� . .  ,thelr' ' •·tll� 'P_athans wtv;an · :, 

l �S 
; 

'. 
( Not es : -� 1 86 9 ,  Captain Hear sey, di"'�911;i�gi':hii�;�tr,: i :  : . . . 

as , a  rn·endic;ant, had inf iltratei · 1ntQ Gar�1<,unaun. by. :; · : · •. . : · , . . 
el .uding Nepal i  c;pard s .  He was : captured by than arid t,iantl_Erl, 
ov er  to. chautariya .bani Shah, woo. _ was _- administrator Qf · : ./ 
Garh-l(urnaun at that tiroe. aam Shah had ; releasai · llim With 
the pi.;oni ssion of the gov.ernment of  Nepal . { Aitihasi ka- •. 

.patra §angra�, Pt . l ,  · - w �  1 04�1 0)  . _  o n  Chaitra • 2 2 , l87l , ·.-
samv at,  cbautar iya tBam shah• s · brot her ·· Cllau�arl ya _-Ha.�tad�l 
shah, deteated Captain l:{earsey in ,1<al i-Kum4uri,.. , J;ie�sey - : ; :· . .  

·was woundec:l and ' becam e a P�i soner<o.f the �epali�; -J/' .'. -:; \ '- · . ,
( Bad.ridat ta . pande, Kurn aunka Itihasa (A , history,;iqf Kumaun) � 
PJ? •  '41 7"".:1 8) . ;  : . ---:-, - ' · · · , : . .  ' · ·' " ''' . .  ·, . .  ·.:, . ,. , ;  . ., ,-, . . . ,. :,-, : · _a., :. · , 

Th·e British. ·usa:l to distrit:ute l eafl ets : ·c;on_ta1.nin1· 
<. .  prop.�ganda about the t yranny of . the . N·e.pal�s· ·and t:heir: : :

· · own l.i berality in order to incite N epal i:; aubj,ect, s .  !_Tllese, · 
leafl et s  were di f ferent acx::or:d ing to .condi;:i,Qf.41;�9r) \tpe ,_c 
eastern .and w estem f'ronts �  The text refer� ·tc;,.· $UCh a... .

the Bri tish iD Kumaun �leafl �t di strihlt a:i by _-- . 
. ; (' �- . . ' ' _· 

, . · 1 

On l?oush 2 ,  1 872 samvat, the Britj.sh government·
issu rd the . fol lowing l e�fl et in the 'n ame of  t he  inpabi'.'.. · · ' ,. · · ·tan ts of K�aUil : · · · .. · 

'-i:1 he Briti sh Gov ernm ent has long been · ·receiv.ing'. ·  d.i·�-
tressin g ,reports about the tyranny anci attociti es : of 

. th� ' 'Q:> rkhalis�  It is  acquainted w�th tqe �i tu�tiiif( tru.it- .,
is  prev al ent tinder Cb .rkhali rul e. �: so long �a . there - was '.
f ri �µs hip between the Go rkhali gov ernment> and tl)e British 
gov ernm c0 .t ,  and thei r  rel ation s were r'99Ulated · by  a '.trc;:aty, 
it was the duty · of · . the British goy: ernmen�, .lti? main� ain , .
fz:ierdship w,1

. . �... . . ·'__ , .; : · . .; 
th the o.,_�khali 9QV et=nm ent.  . '. · · · 

·, -. 
. . . ,:· , _  

' ... .., . . ·  ' ' 

- .choic� but re:nain a sil eQt ·  spectator tq' . the : �eicm of-
Kwnaun ��� Gox-khal.1 - rulEt • .  �ev er.( th�, �rlchal is · hav e  
n ow  unju�1;1,y i!lvaded. Brit1�h terri.tor-y w,ithcn:it: ' any · · 
provccatipn·. ,T�«! Bri�isb 'g:>verr.wnent has been) c:ClnpellE.d 

� to fi '9l1�. ·. -�,.�,•� · t J].e  ®;Fktlil�.f.•. \·.to:· save. ,  1 �}1 · p����-� . ; . .  : .
an� pro�ect· .-J.t� r.i s;rbts . _ It. · �aaiy ut�li_ze,s_ ·t�is ox;por .. · 

. tunjty tc;:r ·11berate ttie· PSOJ:>l e or . ·Kwna\Ul- ,f,JX:>m .:.the ]�nds... of tyran� . Th� · ar�,tis� gov�a;nent· has,: tber.etore,. :.· ._.
despatched troops- to dr�ve out ·  Gorkhali b;oops apd · ·  

· aut�rity• from �umaun for fN� . ·'In this c,J,:eat , task1 the
_th� ·peopt� . 9f . K�aun m\l.st heJp · .  t� Br'itish'' goy�nment
�'f;st: �:1Jry'. ,p(>t11Jt.�l.,� 't11ean4,' · _ and :01:>�y. ltij,  ·9,rd&r!_�. � (>eacc,fully.  
tmd�< · t�e.: beni:� �- ��ti�. . �w._e of th,�(. �J;t_�sh1 _the .  

• :teg1t:1��-, : _rigb� of . �the P�P1e\of, J<Uma\\Di':. ·•«Ct� · · 
11�.� apd_. : PlrOP.erty, will  be:t_ -fu�ly protec�e<t , .•� : ; · 

1: �:_ .�hi�-. ·1,e�+-et.i}11��: ;��qJi;�;�·�wi��'�}t_ 'J
: . :  .' · . . . :1•i,f:."''. ' ., 

'.i;i. ' . :.: · i� J,:e&Qlt:iv\·: · 
·. attny d�ected -tQ tbe ··British. 
- . .. , . . . · .  . .{A/�1:ti,ry. of : �;�l;tpp �: · .Q9�·to) · i�;

' ';' , :- ,�� -� . : _: . •• . ; ' , ;.. .-:.· , •. :t • : ;..- . •  •�·�l •r..:::�· 
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1 5 6 

�e l e'afl et maintain s that t he Briti sh gov ernm ent 
was cornpel l o:i  to .fi ght again st t he Gorkhal i s  because 
they un justly invadei Briti sh t er ri �ory wi toout any ·  
provocationa. T his i s a bl atant l ie .  

The Brit ish w er e  eager to occupy t er.rit or i es in the 
Himal ayan re(Jion for  br itish sett l ,::,n ,�n t s . E.; d ,!V c.£ ,  they 
w er e  hr� si tatin g to f i ght against t he• N ep a.).i s because  
Naf-0 1  (.-On '  s inf lu l;.;fl c e  was growing  in  E.U rope and he  \ Ja s 
working a gain st t hen . i� apol eon was f in dlfy d e;£ e :Jt cd in 
1 �7 0  Yi kran� . Onl y ther ea ft�r did t he Driti Dh otar t the 
war against Nepol • 

( B ri tiash Rul e in Indi a, pp . 92 8- 32 , and chapt er caption t:d 
1 1N apo l eona1 1  in Cl impses o f  �-orld  Hi stor y)a." --

Barn shah 'as ·  1 etter shows how the Br itish  t ri ed to 
und errnin e his moral e w i th the repor t t hat  Dal abhadra 
Kunw ar had b ... :.en ki l l e:l  at the bat tl e o f  Gythak-Garhia. 
Howev t:>r , Bal abhad.ra Kun.w ar did no t lo s e  hi .s  1 i f c  at 
tha t batt l e. 

Bal abhadr a Kunwar had shown t o t he B ri ti sh  at t he 
batt l e  of  Nal apa.n i th,J t the N epal is  fought brav ely . 'l'he 
Bri li sh  h..::id to striv e  v ery hard to · captu .c1.;; t he smal l 
fo rt of Nalapani , Gil l espie,  who had earn ed f c.Une  at t he 
Bat tl e  of  Jav a 1 lost  hi s l if� at Nal apania. Bal abhadra 
Kunwa r and his men fought to t he l a st ; they evacuata.-,,d 
the fort onl y  aft er t he sur;;p l y of drin ki n q  w ater had 
run ou t .  T he c Brit.i: sh · force� had wi t h:l rawn in the hat tl c  
of Gythak-Gar hi , and Bal abhadra Kunwar had not bc--cn 
ki l l 0J therea. In f ac t ,  he did no t lo se  his 1 i. f c  duri!'l g 
t he N .!Pal-Dr i t i sh wara. After t he war, ho WE;n t to  Lahore: ,  
capit al o f the . ·Punj �b . K in g  Ranj i t  sin gh o f  the Punj ab 
af;{, oin t ed him in hi s army .  

Durin<.J the Si kh-Af ghan �ar o f  1 87 9  sw1v ,::,t , the N epal is  
h�d fou vht brav el y on the  side of  t he si khs . It  was  in 
thi s w ar  that Bal abhadra Kunwar was kil l e:i . •  Bhimsen T hapa 
had sent m en a· to Lator e to col l ect in formation about t his 
wara. The N epalis  who had been appo int e1 in the Pun j abi 
anny by Ran j ita· Sin gh s en t  a l ettaer to Dhims en Thapa, 
some excerpts  from whi ch are as follows_ : -

"Gr eetings f rom !;)Ubcd ar Banamal i P an tha , sube::laar 
Um <?d Sin gh 1,hakur,  subc<l at Bhawari i .Sin gh Khz-1 t ri ,  · sub(;(lar 
Dal • . .. a. and o ther Jam c1dars •a • • •  T he men 'Y'lhc:n you h:.;,d sent 
toa· f in1 whe;ther Girid nari i s  al iv e  or deod hav '-' come 
hecea. •. 

1 1T h ;:lC e  was fi ghtin g a t  Nau shera in P eshawar with 
Az irn Khan en the thi rd day of the month of Chai tr  a • • a• 
Capt�in  Bc.1labr1adra Kun war , 5ub ed ar  Barn Singh Khodka, 
Jamad-1r i. i man Khawa�; , Jamadar £<up Sin gh Khad kq , Jamadar 
Ji  van  sin gL Tu ra, 
sidea. 1 1  

and 50 soidi ers were kil l cd on ou r 

Lahore , Thursday , Magh sudi 1 3 .  

contd • •  • 
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adv ancad in years . 

1 57 

( ThE.! ori ginal document i s  in the po ss ess ion of H.am ji 
Tew0r i )  . , 

Thi s  show s that Bal abha::lr a Kunwar was ki l l ed at 
N au sher a in P es haw ar on Chaitra  3 ,  1 87 9 samv �t' . 

In hi s l et ter t o  the gov ernment o f  N eP.al , B �11 shah
s aid tha t  he had cro ss ed the M ahakali  riv er and encamped 
in Bai t adi , bcca.u oe there was no point in t rying to 
fi ght the Br iti sh in I<�aun, and. al so because the Br it i�h ..too want ·"-d to end t he war . 

Barn shah was thus the firs t  person to acc ept defe0t 
in t hG N t:!pal-Br iti sh  war . He hc1s n ot asked for .  reinforce- ·  
m en  t s  so th.it he might a t  tack Kum aun . This show s that 
Br i ti s h propag and a had' . al ready undermined hi s  moral e .  

Bu t t he bl ame do es no t li e on Briti sh propa gai:id a 
alon �. 

Bhim sen T hapa • s in flu ence in the gov ernm en t  of N �l)al 
st a rt ed increa sing aft er he accompani ed t he swam j  Maharaj , 
Rana Bahadur,  back to Nc2Pal toward t he em of 1 86 0  Sc;U'nvat 
f rom Ka t-:hi , where th .:!Y hc1d gon e  in 1 8 57  samv at . Rana 
Bahadu e shah w as ass assinat ed in Ba.is ,  kh .  1 86 3 . · He-: was 
succ t, � .-.:i ed by a minor,  hen ce' Dhiro sen Thapa wielJ c.-0. eon si­
d erabl ,::: power .. on the c har ge of  bei n g  t lt accomplices of
ShE:r Ba hadu r, Rana Bahadu r shah 1 s ass a ss in , Bhimsm Thapa 
rer: iov ,;):i many old bhqrd ars ,  from the sc en e. JY1any bhard ars 
were cx i 1 {6(i_ to di st ant ar eas on on e pretext or anot her .  
B hims,;C1 Thu.pa was thu s  abl e to monopolize  r:ow er. T hi s  
po l i c y  o f  Bhims en T hapa had hurt t he fee lin 9s of Barn 
Shoh ; wh:> bel on gc.-d to the royal famil y, and was alre;,:.;jy 

( No t e : A docum e:nt dating back to the ti rne of  Laxmipati 
PanrJ e show s that Barn shah was L--orn in l t312 samv at ) ' . 

1' hi s may hav e  been another r eason why Barn shah was 
not eager to con tinue fi ghti ng' . He ev en app �ars to have 
toyed wi th  the id ea o f  d ef ec ting to t he Briti sh i f  Bhim­

isen 'l' i . s.pa  took stron g action against him 90 t he c har ge
that h8 cross ed the Ma hakali r j.v er  and went'· t o  Da. itadi . 

(Note : The Bri t i sh o ffered many a l lu raTt ents to 
fper su ,:1d e Barn shah to d ef ect to tl'lei r siJ e  wh� they came 
· to know t h2t Barn shah w as di ssti sfi e:i  wi th Dhim sen Thapa . 

=HOW C:-V �;r ,  Bam Shah, notwit hstandin g hi s dissatis faction
wi th t h.':) Thapa, had no desi re to becom e r ich by acting 
as  a t raitor to his coun try , ( A  Hi story of Kumaun ,  p .  4 1 0,· ·and L�, p.  12 0)' . 

·r h.-:r e  i s  no doubt. that for som e time Bu111 . 1 Jlh was
undt:cLl ,;d aoout hi s futu re course  of act ion , b�:c .:.,use 
hi s bro t her was kil l eel :i.n the war , he had rec eiv e:i 
reJ?O rts that N �pa.l had been de feat·ed on the wes tern 
f ront, and he was not happy wi t h  Bhimsen 'rhapa'• s po l ic y .  

Contd • •  • 
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u, ,nd .2 m ct Barn :.. H . . a.li and Cha1nu Bhandari the ti r:.., . ti 111
Rudrav J ra Shci.11 alo ne t hE� st:cond tiru�. 

Howev ,::r , tru 8 to t he tE:achings of  Pr ithvi N arayan shah, 
h1.:: r un ain ed a patriot to the last � Bhirn s m  Thapc:ia' s 1...yes 
too ,, �� opuH:,<l ".1fte:1 l he wara. Tl1at wcis why he did not 
take ctny st.con J actiou agc:iin st Barn shah) -

D2..m shah'as state of mlnd i s  wel l i l l nstr:-a t cd  uy t he: 
fol l0\1.:\-n <J acc ount.: . 

on Lai sakh 1 7 , H.\72 r:;amv at , Barn s 10h su cr ender t::da. 
·rbc c  .c lays l i.1t , ,r, on  i i<:.l i s  1-.h 2 C>, J 8T: :::;n ,1,.:1ta, h� :-c0 :2s 1 
th1..: 1 · ,,1. i r iv t_'.r und L.; 1 t for  rn:iai t ·Jd i  1.; n d :X L he ;,uF ,.c:C'.' i uivL1 
of colvnat.'l Car-ln <.::r.a. A f eH days l ,t t ,,:ir, tie reac h,.,d p j  :.ho 1: <1.-
9::.r h 0rn�t m (;t G;:inln cr- at ,Jhul a <]ha t a. lk told Cdr-,.Jn (•ra: 
1 1 1 c:.:ril f t::cl ing v a· y  a( tJ rehcnsiv r.= .:i.bout the r ,=;2c Lion I 

. . \Ji l l  ':Jet from Kathi11 <Jt1du on thE; · que.st j o an o f  my ) ecwin g 
FUlll.:JUna. MY t::ih..:lllY I A,l1; ! . i..J siu.llcl '.I'h.:1lJci , vJil l  } .JY t ile ._1 ti. ! C 
l>l , 111<-= en me fu r t h� 1..:v acuc1tion of Mal aun . 'rhe I ' i1asds of 
tJ l..!P<lal ( thi s \'1as t l1....: dero 9(1tory t erm c ho t Darn :.:.,llah u.s,<l 
fo:r- t h1...: Tb.:ipas) wil l bel i E.:V e  in wh.Jt A.i11c1ra si1:0 ha 'l'L ,pa 
s-iYt, , ,md put m y  l i £  L! in d ·1n9 er:- . T his , o f  cc.,ur t.,.::a, is a 
f ar- oi { question , but 1 wc. 1d".r how r,1y cl<..!Cj ,,h n to l e,:NC 
K maun wil l be r8cei 7 ,:d i. 1 1  Kumauna. I f  t.ht.: mu tt. et' i s  
consid ::r -:.d 'llias.:.:l y ,  U y wil l r ea] i z  i the _j us t i ... ; ct1 t,ion 
of a,di n c_J th<.; \J ara, \/Li c t1  h::id h._-...:n t t a.l:t "'4 , , · t.a1-.... ut any 
pr ovoc c...1tiun ,, by n..:l in ui shin g the t. t.3L" r.1 tor .h�3 n itua.L cd 
acro ss the- Kali L iV ( , a. l li s  Maj �sty ha.s a ff .;c t icn fo r 
IHC, Lut h� is in th'-" t:and� o f  my .....i, crni ..;;s . I shctl 1 no t 
f 1...:t:.:L �.u rr,r i sc..-d , thec efor e,  if the;; army i s a. ord C!l , d  co 
put ll t  (; to a-.; 1th. Fbr lhat reasona, I l:)refer to c �ay on 

1 1in },..111;1.:..un ,,r,C:il • a re 1>1.ay is rcc eiv1...d f rom r1 cp al . 

Co l01! 1...l cardih.. r <Jave a�::,ur ances to Darn Shdh, and 
adv i s, .. d hi m in hi s pL.r.soual cctpaci ty n c, t  t0 l ns c.:  rt-.;arta, but 
to try to def ,_ c3t t h ,  1...1h .. wy .. HQ al  ['.O advi L, •• ,d [J-., n Shah 
to c1 o;;s thL: r'ali  .c iv l..r , ·occupy Doat i ,  ancl lae;cona-= !U n <J  
0 £  th .:it L 0Qi0na- B arn shal. ::;un1mvnl..'d K.:.1 ji' Cl1o:nu f:km r� :r. Ja,
t .>l d  L.l. 1 1 1  vd iut t,..:11.d01..! t' n iri ''old , <.in,J ;;OU cJ l 1t ll.i � ctJvic 0. 
Y.::ij i C.: l iufllU !S t w l<lar.i t hi...:ri .:..idv l :.. a .. d n ,ufl ::":;1 1d ll U u(; (. ;:- ,  < ".) t 'J.-
ill (J tv till; u, ivic c  r:.iiv �.;1 1 by Col on l::l Gardn '"'r i L  llie IJr i ti�;h 
COv � cnrn , .nt wcu] d h�lp hi m ,  s inc e h� was not on 000d t d·rns 
witl, t h.: mini s ter of ih.:pal.. 
( Lt tt .. :r l\O . 32 , enclo s ed with Lord Mara ' s J .,:.::tb�r o .f  
J0st ha 2 1 , 1 872 �c)wv at) • 

. B.:.irn shah int. :...nd ... d -co l e::ava1.2 Jhul agh,1 t a, cro ss t h...: Kali 
riv .__r, 90 to Beth0.r:-i, an-i Ll1....--:. k  t he d..ivice: of  hi s brot h1..;r ,
Rudrav ira sllah . In 1 1i s  l c:tt -.:rs o f  J 1;:;stha 8 and 1 0, 1 872 
SC1mv c.:J.t , tho c.;ov ernor-Gc.nLral �ndur S{.!d the: r; ropo :·:11 t hat
Cu lon .. l Q:.lrdn e:r h ... d 1T1 c:i-..l 1:.; \Ji th r egard to Ib ti anJ a,jr cctl 
to r... na:i ,.:r finan cia l an,1 mil it , r:y  ass i stonc0 to l..Jm st iuh. 

$Ub..; �qu0ntl Y, E.\lv-1 ard 0-1 rdn er, ad111 i1,i strator of n.1rnaun , 
m 1..:t Bam ,'.:il1ah, C hcunu B hand<.:1ti , and RuJ r.:.i.vira .:;11ah tw.ic0 . 

Contd .. . .  
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wh_n siward Gardn�r raised the question of eoti,  they 
said t l1, .. y would act acco i:din g to hi s pr:or:o sal onl y  if 
th'-y had n o ·0 o t hor al ternativ 0 .  T h,.,:y said so without n,uct:_i 
oo t hu si asm .  

- . 

(.Amara simha 'fhapa,  pp . 1 5 9-61 . T he w .. ,st &:n cal endar 
dat"- s hav t.: b0en conv �rtcd into equiv al en t  samvat dat es)' . 

. . -

Barn' shah had no -- informa_tio n about tbi pro gr�ss of . 
the war in t he w .  st�n and east1;:rn sectors'. He was th.ls 
�omr; , :l l .;;.<l tc;> ;t \;.!p ood on' · in formation suppl i(d by British  
agen ts . T hat' was t h� r eason w hy he cro ss  l:rl. t he  Mahakali 
r iv .:.,;r and w.-.:nt to Bait ad i .  such 0v �ts m ay: hav ,� taken ,·_
pl ac� in othGr s ec tors al so . 

W ., may concl udu that  one impurtant r eason f or NoP?il ' s 
sha t t ,::..rin g defeat i n  t hu N0pa l -Br:i tish war was tht.! in­
i:ibi l i t y  of thu of fici al s  of on e;: province to know what · .  
was happ ening in ot her provinces an!l the adv erse impact 
of th� _Br iti sh propaganda on thcir moral e.. 

* ** * * * *  

Paqari- sal cltli Levy in chitaun 

Umanidhi P antha had been grantu,'.i authority to reclaim 
virgin forest l ands in Chitaun ,  Bel aun ,  oasj hot', Gadi khar'., _and Maryadpur. 

A sum of Rs 1 !:>  was col l ec t ed as  Pagari- salami frao 
n ewl y s � tt l _cd moujas . T h� rat e was th(; same for exi st in g  
moujas  al'so'. 

Bo t h  t he  ij aradars who r.ad _bf:::OO grant� con tract s 
for r .:.:cl arnation and settl'an(;flt and the settl ers w ere 
dissatis.fie<il with this payment , which they considered 
too hi gh. , · ,  

on J\;;�tha sudi 8 ,  1 866 samv at ,  thur <.:i!fore,  a royal 
order_ was issued -rt;;v'isin g th(;: rates o f  the Pagari-salami 
l \N,y'· fo r n o-Jl y-s\;i ttl � moujas in thes

. 
e are. ·  as 

- • ,  , · · . 
as ' fo. .  l lows :-

J,i'ir st year • • • Rs 6 on · each _mouja • .  _ 
\. -

IIs,.cond year • • • Rs 8 

Thi rd  Year • -
Rs 12 ti 

:pour,th year • • • Rs 15  .. 

Regni Ros��rc h: 'o:>l l action, 
Vol'. 40, , p .  45 . 

** "'** * ** 

. . .  , . ,, . .• :  



O.  1 901 fi gures obtain oi  from crm t to Gan esh( A. ; " Ij ara . 
Das Ra tna Das for supply  of commod i ti us "  .. Mar ga Dadi 1 1 , 1 957  ( NOV t...D'•l>cr 1 9CQ) . Regni Researc h  col L. ct ion , Vol . 

1 6 0  

P rices o f  Es sU'lti al commodi t i E:S 
A . 0:- 1852 ·.�d 1 900 

P ri ces of a numb�r of' · essi.?11 tial cc,.a1mai iti�s s t ipulatc:..d 
un�:h'r con tract fo r suppl y to t h.c: royal hou s ehold in 
A . o�  l e52 had been 9iv 01 in Rc�qmi !_{cs earc h _§gri .£2. , Year 8 ,
No "! 1 ,  J·anuar y 1 ,  . 1 '976 , P .  19 . _'

sim il a r  f i gur (.;;s are  now av ai l tibl �; tor .i' .. .  D .  1 9 00 ol sc' . 

A canpar at iv 0 tabl e of t h0 ·t wo s , •ts  of fi gure s  i s .  
giv "n b. ,. 1ow :-

Quanti t y  per rupee 
Descr iption 1 852 · l 9CO 

Ma ::, i n o  r i cE: 2 2  man a 914 mvna'. 

Mar si r ic� 3 0  mana 1 1¼ rnana . 
' · T aul !_ rice 32 rn an a  1 3¼ mdna '. 

� pul S2 ( h..lskcd) :,l O  man a  l;,u4 man a • 

. 1 2  rnana 11 µiana . 

Sal t : 1 0  man a  

Ind i an 

T ib<.:tan 

Gh�c 1 d hami Rs 2 and 1 1  annas por - ·  
dharni '. 

TUrm'cric powder 2 8,' man a 1 s i2 annas per pat hi . 

79, pp . 6 30-46) • 

*** * * * * * 
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