
NEWS
Agriculture and Life Sciences

May 1999

(p
ho

to
 b

y 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

)



NEWS
Agriculture and Life Sciences

A Publication for Alumni and Friends of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University/May 1999

On the Brink of Being
N

ow that we have Dolly, the famous sheep cloned from the cell of an adult 
ewe, publications as reputable as Time magazine are popularizing the 
notion that in the upcoming “biotech century" our children may well be 
able to order their own designer babies, choosing at will their progeny's 
“gender, eye color, IQs, personalities, and athletic abilities."

Hold on a minute, cautions John Parks, an associate professor of animal 
science whose research in reproductive physiology spans the 20 years since 

Louise Brown was born (she was the first infant bom following in vitro fertilization). 
Regardless of what we might read. Parks maintains that artificial reproductive 

technologies are fraught with complications and difficulty. It took 277 tries to clone 
a single Dolly, and even the relatively simpler technique of in vitro fertilization has 

a patchy and often low rate of success.
Nevertheless, the general public, and even animal science students, are left with 

the Impression that a technology like cloning can soon become routine.
I "In reality." he says, “if one looks at the efficiencies of producing a cloned sheep or
I a genetically engineered cow, there is still an awfully long way to go before these 

types ot things can become as commonplace as the popular press would lead us to 
believe.-

In Parks’s own research, he is tackling a crucial aspect of reproductive efficiency: 
how to make a newly introduced trait stick, so that an animal will automatically pass 
it on to its offspring. Without such permanence, all the accomplishments of genetic 
engineering could disappear after just one generation. Figuring out how to modify 
the germ lines of domestic animals, particularly dairy cattle, is a current thrust of 
Parks’s reproductive physiology laboratory, where its seven members are engaged 
in a broad research program focusing on reproductive technologies as they apply to 
domestic and companion animal species, as well as wildlife species.

Parks and his team start with germ cells because those are the cells that eventually 
become either sperm or eggs. The researchers are trying to figure out how to 
introduce genes for beneficial genetic traits—such as increased milk production— 
into these specializedtypes of cells. That would be a huge improvement over the 
current scattershot approach of putting them into the generalized cells of an early

He is tackling how to make a newly introduced trait stick, so 
that an animal will automatically pass it on to its offspring. 

Without such permanence, all the accomplishments of genetic 
engineering could disappear after just one generation.

embryo where their transmission to offspring is a hit-or-miss proposition. With germ 
cells, which are always passed from generation to generation, it's logical to assume 
that the trait would be too.

Getting everything to work out right depends on a thorough understanding of 
spermatogenesis, the highly complex biological process occurring in the testis by 
which germ cells are transformed into sperm. Scientists know a lot less about this 
than one would think. Parks points out. A key player that has been identified so far 
is the Sertoli cell. Parks spent last fall in the laboratory of an expert in Sertoli cell 
physiology at Washington State University learning all that he could about it.

He is intrigued by the Sertoli cell because it performs an impressive biological 

juggling act:
“This one cell sees to the needs of five or six different generations of germ cells that 

are developing in the testis all at the same time." Parks explains. “What’s more, it 
coordinates the transformation of a round germ cell into the tadpole-like sperm with 
a head, neck, and tail."

When Parks isn’t trying to unravel the fundamental workings of reproductive 
physiology, he’s teaching students all that scientists have figured out so far. His 
course Animal Reproduction and Development covers what happens when sperm 
meets egg. He gives a second course, Gamete Physiology and Fertilization, to seniors 
and first-year graduate students. And a third, Exotic Avian Husbandry and Captive 
Propagation, which Parks coteaches with Dr. Donna Muscarella of the veterinary 
college, shows students how reproductive methods are applied in the captive 
breeding of exotic pets and wild birds

Seventy percent or so of Parks’s students aspire to be veterinarians—many who 
want careers in the conservation of threatened or endangered wildlife species. Parks 
points out that the big names in captive breeding programs have backgrounds in 
animal science. After all, the techniques for assisted reproduction were first created 
with the goal of improving the quality of production animals.

COLD LOOK: Parks uses liquid nitrogen and a dissecting microscope Ph°*° F °" 
when cryopreserving and culturing bovine embryos The video monitor (upper left) 
shows cow embryos under the microscope.

Many such specialists in reproduction work in zoos where more than 2,000 
endangered species of vertebrates could be bred and maintained worldwide, accord
ing to the World Conservation Union. These new technologies are also applied to the 
management of wild animals in the field, such as the development of contraceptives 
to control deer overpopulation in urban areas of the northeastern United States.

To give students hands-on experience in caring for and breeding wild birds in 
captivity. Parks began the Cornell Raptor Program six years ago. Run entirely by 
volunteers, the program rehabilitates hawks, eagles, owls, and other birds of prey 
that have been treated by specialists in the College of Veterinary Medicine’s wildlife 
medicine program and by veterinarians around the country, as far away as Alaska 
Permanently injured birds become part of a captive breeding program centering on 
three species whose population status is uncertain and whose captive breeding 
requirements are poorly understood. The program currently has 20 breeding pairs 
and. to date, has produced and released 30 sharp-shinned hawks. 20 Cooper s hawks 
and 20 American kestrels. Northern goshawks mated and produced eggs, but so far 
no live young have hatched.

“One of the appeals of the program is that you take permanently injured birds that 
would have been euthanized, and from them you produce perfectly normal young 
that can be released back into the wild," Parks expla&s

Student volunteers also have a chance to honetheir public speaking skills by taking 
the birds to nearby science centers, elementary schools, nursing homes, and even a 
farmers’ market to talk to the public about their biology and natural history

"Both kids and adults really love these programs; they’re fascinated when they see 
these birds up close.” says Parks, who has been spellbound himself ever since 
becoming a falconer back when he was in college.

What makes a career in reproductive physiology so attractive, he says, is this 
duality of generating novel ideas in fundamental biology while at the same time 
applying the fruits of his labor in practical and worthwhile ways—to benefit both the 
production animal industry and wild life conservation.

Seeing a new idea turn into a solid contribution to the field is what Parks most 
enjoys about his “day job" in the lab. And for fun? He just laughs and says. “I go work 
with the birds." Winler



Alumni Profile: Michael E. Valla '76

Fixing Kids’Teeth Makes
Him Smile
When Mike Valla was a boy, he had poor manual dexterity. Learning to tie 
fishing flies not only cured that problem but led Valla to become a devoted 
dentist for indigent children.

DENTAL VAN: Valla shows off his love of fishing in fronl of the van, which contains 
two fully equipped treatment rooms. Valla has three staff members who travel with him

M
ike Valla finally found the ideal 
job. Never mind that in the 
wintertime when it's 10 de
grees below zero, the heat pump inside 
Valla's dental office can't quite crank out 

enough BTUs to keep the x-ray developer 
from freezing. Let alone warm the place up 
enough for him to take his coat off. Or that 
he averages 29,000 miles per year just 
driving to and from work. Or that life is so 
tough for his young patients that he must 
practice a brand of dentistry right out of 
the 1950s, where a 5-year-old’s molars are 
decayed right down into the nerve.

Never mind. Valla is a happy man. He Is 
welcomed as a neighbor in the 13 hamlets 
he visits each year in the farm country and 
the mountains along the eastern edge of 
New York's Adirondack Park. Fish, as well 
as friendship, are plentiful in the North 
Country, too. And the scenery shifts and 
changes, never the same from one day to 
the next.

“I've got the best practice there 
is," says Valla of the 11 years 
he's been the itinerant dentist 
with the Glens Falls Hospital 

Mobile Dental Program.

But the best part, Valla says, is that 
neither he. nor his patients—all 1200 of 
them—ever have to worry about money.

“I've got the best practice there Is,” says 
Valla of the 11 years he's been employed as 
the itinerant dentist with the Glens Falls 
Hospital Mobile Dental Program. The pro
gram—the granddaddy of three mobile 
dental programs in the state—provides 
free care to indigent elementary schoolage 
children in a five-county area surrounding 
this rural town in the foothills of the 
Adirondack Mountains.

"I can give the optimum treatment that a 
situation calls for and not have to charge a 
cent,” Valla explains. “This takes a great 
load off my mind, because the children 
who really need my care come from fami
lies who have no way to pay for it."

The sometimes worrisomely circuitous 
path that led Valla to dentistry began back 
in the eighth grade Valla's mother had 
bought him a fly-tying kit in the hopes of

improving his manual dexterity, which his 
teachers considered poor. Not only did it 
do the trick, but it spawned a lifelong 
passion for trout fishing. And gave rise to 
his meeting the legendary Catskill fly-tier 
Walt Dette, the man who set Valla's feet 
down the path toward working on behalf of 
poor children.

As a teenager, Valla was so keen to fish 
the renowned Catskill trout streams that 
he saved up his lunch money until he could 
buy a bus ticket from his home In 
Binghamton to Roscoe, 65 miles to the 
southeast where, as it happened, Dette 
sold flies out of his home.

“I didn't have a dime, not a dime, and the 
Dettes took me in," Valla recalls of the 
family he would come to spend entire 
summers with fishing the Beaverkill by 
day—often with the loan of Dette's superb 
equipment—and tying flies by his side at 
night. It was Dette who would provide 
Valla an entree into the fisheries biology 
program at Cornell and loans when, upon 
graduation, he was jobless and flat broke.

"Walt gave me many gifts.” Valla, recalls, 
“but his greatest gift was his kindness."

Because of Dette, Valla knew firsthand 
the effects of someone whose life was based 
on "generosity, gentleness, and the true 
desire to always help another person 
whether a stranger or a friend," as Valla 
would later describe him In a eulogy that 
appeared in Fly Fisherman Magazine

After a stint in a graduate program in 
paleobotany (where he came to enjoy den
tal techniques). Valla was at the New York 
State Agricultural Experiment Station In 
Geneva working on pesticide degradation 
in apple orchards. There he came across a 
number of articles about the limited ac
cess that migrant workers have to health 
care. He saw the light: dentistry was a way 
to combine his now finely honed manual 
dexterity with the needs of hardworking, 
but sporadically employed, rural people.

Valla's dental degree from Georgetown 
was but a year old when he saw an ad in a 
national magazine for the Glens Falls pro
gram and he has worked there ever since. 
It was like coming full circle, he says. All of 
his childhood experiences with the Dettes 
and all of his formal education came to
gether to prepare him for this very Job.

“I've become very attached to these 
people." says Valla, whose patients come

Message from the Dean

I
n the May 1997issueof/V5A<r'«»loutlined plans 
forthe ALS academic program review, led Ijy the 
Office of Academic Programs and a college 
steering committee composed of faculty and stu
dents We Initiated the review in 1996 to make sure 

that we are delivering on the 12 undergraduate 
gains—the skills and traits we want all of our 
students to acquire while tliey are with us in the 
college.

The review lias two major phases: a college-wide 
examination and a close look at curricula within the 
departments. In Pliase I. we formed 18 committees 
and task forces to examine activit ies in four concep- 
tua) areas: the teaching and learning environment 
for faculty and students, academic program sup- 
jx»rt services, instructional activities, and curricu

lum. The steering committee developed survey instruments and then contracted with 
an external research agency to survey faculty and academic staff, undergraduate 
students, alumni of the < ollege. and employers who seek our students for jobs. The 
agency alsoformed (acuity and student focus groups to solicit further input. In addition 
to the quantitative data (surveys) and qualitative data (focus groups), we collected 
catalogs from our peer institutions and interviewed key contacts at those universities. 

We are now evaluating these data and developing recommendations for the future. 
The committees and task forces have submitted reports describing how well we are 
doing and specifying actions we might take to enhance our undergraduate educational 
program

So far, the findings show excellence in our college-level academic programs. Still, we 
have areas where we can improve. The following are preliminary recommendations 
from several committees:

Academic Human Diversity and Resources Committee—The < ollege should renew 
its commitment to provide a personalized academic experience for minority students 
and an enriched academic environment that facilitates an understanding of diversity 
and different views and perspectives.

PrecoUege T ask Force—Al „S should offer high schools and community or two-year 
colleges distance learning courses in food, fiber, and natural resources to provide an 
orientation to the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and generate advanced 
credit for students prior to entering Cornell.

Admissions and Financial Aid Committee—ALS Admissions should improve com
munications with high schools, especially schools that do not have many Cornell 
applicants, by having Cornell students return to their schools as ambassadors.

Committee on the Support of Teaching and Learning—Departments in ALS should 
develop an explicit plan for continually improving advising Actions might include 
conducting student focus groups, working with advisers in need of improvement, 
conducting exit interviews with graduating seniors, and increasing linkages with units 
in the Office of Academic Programs, such as Counseling and Advising and Career 
Development.

These are just examples of the types of recommendations we are receiving. This 
spring we will synthesize all the findings into a college report, which will be available 
to the public.

Concurrently, the departments are launching Phase 11 of the review. This spring they 
will examine their majors, asking such questions as: How are we addressing the 
educational gains defined by the college? What do we want to achieve with the major 
relative to preparing students for further education and for employment? Wliat is the 
appropriate course content? What is the appropriate organization of the curriculum? 
What cuttingedge educational strategies should we use to carry out the curriculum? 
Based on their findings, the departments will also issue reports that outline their plans 
for their respective majors and also resjxind to recommendations made at the college 
level.

We are eager to complete both phases of the review and hope to finish the process 
by December 1999. Then, we will be ready to move ahead with a comprehensive plan 
to better address the needs of our students. I look forward to sharing this plan with you 
in a future issue of ALS News.

Daryl Lund, the Ronald P. Lynch Dean of Agriculture and Life Sciences

from towns like Edinburg, population of 
1,041, where virtually every child in the 
elementary school qualifies for the free or 
reduced-fee school lunch program. “The 
parents know that and put a lot of trust in 
what we do.”

Four years' worth of courses in natural 
resources gave Valla the background to be 
sympathetictothe rural parents, too, who 
he gets to see mostly in the summer when 
milder weather allows moving the dental 
unit deeper Into the mountains.

“When I'm talking to loggers and they're 
complaining about the Adirondack Park 
Agency and federal legislation, I can under
stand their problems." he says of families 
who have come to invite him in for coffee, 
even take him along on fishing trips.

Valla loves being on the giving, and the 
receiving, end of such a mutually generous 
way of life. And then there are the diners— 
he has become a connoisseur. And a wel
come patron. Even to the point of rarely 
paying for his own breakfast.

Metta Winter

Extraordinary Volunteer
Valla is an extraordinary volunteer lor the 
college and Cornell. During his lunch breaks 
in these remote communities of New York 
Stale, if Valla isn't fishing, he is meeting 
with guidance counselors and prospective 
students, recruiting for Cornell. He and his 
wife, Valerie Fay Valla (HE '79), serve as 
chairs of the Cornell Alumni Admissions 
Ambassadors Network (CAAAN) for their 
area and have personally interviewed 47 
students this past tall for admission to Cornell, 
most in their home. (There were more than 
85 Cornell applicants from their region.) 
The Vallos' daughter, Jennifer '02, is one 
such successful recruit for the College of 
Human Ecology.

Valla is also active with the ALS Alumni 
Association, serving on the board as the 
district director for (Saratoga. Washington, 

and Warren counties If you live in one of 
these counties and wish to help plan alumni 
events in your area and join Valla's leader 

ship team, please contact him al (518) 
584-4215or email al loolhhead@ool com



T
he mammoth meat-process
ing plant is located 15 miles 
southwest of Grand Rapids. 
Michigan. The 79-year-old 
man who died from its bacte- 

ria-talnted product lived more than a 1.000 
miles away in Rochester. New York. There 
were eight other fatalities, including three 
fetuses. All told, between August. 1998, 
and January, 1999, more than 62 people 
In 10 states from Vermont to Oregon 
were sickened by a single strain of List
eria monocytogenes. It was in the hot 
dogs and cold meats manufactured at 
this 14-acre facility and then sold across 
the country under more than nine differ
ent brand names, spanning 300 types of 
meat products.

How was it possible to link these far- 
flung illnesses to just one source? Thank 
the bacterial forensics of Assistant Profes
sor Kathryn Boor '80, director of the De
partment of Food Science's Food Safety 
Laboratory. And her genetic fingerprints.

In bacterial forensics, the name of the 
game is finding the perfect match—show
ing that the very same bacteria in a sus
pected food product was the one eaten by 
the people who became sick. Given that 
there are potentially thousands of so-called 
strains of Listeria monocytogenes, many of 
which are common in foods but have not 
been linked with illness, how can you tell 
the culprit from Its benign brothers?

Food scientists like Boor are recogniz
ing that the difference amounts to no 
more than a bit of DNA that enables one 
strain to. say, produce a toxin that the 
others don't. And that it's the toxin that 
makes people sick. To tell one strain from 
another, it becomes necessary to iden
tify each one's genetic make-up. Boor's 
laboratory is one of the best in the coun
try in doing just that.

The diagnostic tests the lab produces 
are called genetic profiles, or genetic fin
gerprints. They resemble the bar codes 
stamped on packaged goods. Even to the 
nonscientist, the pattern made by the 
vertical bars on one print is easily distin
guished from the next.

“On traditional media, all the strains of 
one family of bacteria looked alike," Boor 
explains of the diagnostic tests of the 
past which were so general as to be use
less in a national outbreak investigation. 
“What this test does is make quickly ob

One strain of bacteria makes food deadly, while another strain is harmless. The only 
difference is a bit of DNA. Making things even more complicated is Kathryn Boor’s 
recent finding that bacteria in the lab stay the same year after year, but those in the 
real world are constantly changing.

vious to the naked eye specific patterns 
of genetic material of a given organism— 
the key pieces that distinguish them from 
one another."

Boor, who's convinced that the safety of 
our food supply depends on strong part
nerships among impartial academic re
searchers and government regulatory 
agencies, was in routine contact with the 
New York State departments of Agricul
ture and Markets (which collects samples 
from potentially contaminated food) and 
of Health (which gathers human clinical 
isolates) when tiie Zjs/ena out break occurred.

It would have been typical, she says, to 
see two or three cases of Listeria a month 
in New York, so when there were 11 in the 

To her amazement, Boor found that E. coli and Listeria have a 
very similar genetic mechanism for protecting themselves 

against external stress. “If you can find similarities in 
mechanisms across organisms, you can come up with a 
common approach to controlling all of them," she says.

early fall of 1998, her colleagues in the 
Department of Health knew something 
was up. Both agencies provided her with 
samples that the lab was able to finger
print quickly and ...

"Wow, we were stunned when one from 
each source came out the same!" Boor 
says. “This match moved the Centers for 
Disease Control’s investigation forward 
by pinpointing likely sources of the con
taminated food."

Having identified this particular strain 
of Listeria as one that causes disease, 
Boor has added its genetic profile to the 
database that the laboratory is develop
ing, so the next time around a match can 
be made that much faster.

In the meantime. Boor's systematic 
collection of fingerprints offers her a 
unique vantage point on the nature and

behavior of the organisms that cause 
foodborne illness. In just the five years 
she has been at Cornell, Boor's research 
has already produced two major findings 
that have shattered assumptions long- 
held by food scientists.

The first is that it's a big mistake to 
assume laboratory strains of bacteria 
behave the same way as those living 
among us out in the world.

Traditionally, food scientists have used 
strains of bacteria cultured in laborato
ries as the basis for understanding which 
organisms can hurt us and which cannot. 
But Boor discerned that while lab strains 
stay the same year after year, bacteria 
out in the real world constantly change in 

response to environmental stresses—al
tering their DNA and their capabilities. 
Using bacteria found in nature. Boor 
showed that a number of £. coh strains, 
including the virulent 0157:H7, can sur
vive well in acidic environments even 
though their lab-bred brothers cannot. 
This means that foods not formerly 
thought to cause foodborne illnesses, 
such as mayonnaise, salami, and apple 
cider, now potentially, can. (Too, if the 
organism can persist in acidic foods, it is 
more likely to survive acids in the human 
stomach and move on to wreak havoc in 
the intestines.)

"Because lab strains formed the tradi
tional basis of comparison, most people 
thought E colt 0157:H7 was a superbug," 
Boor explains. “But actually it's just like a 
lot of other harmless E. coli strains found 

in nature. But at some point it was in
fected with a virus that inserted toxin
making genes into its chromosome."

The second scientific eye-opener also 
stemmed from Boor's investigations into 
whether bacteria, when confronted with 
environmental stressors like overcrowd
ing, acidity, and high salinity, become 
more virulent. To her amazement Boor 
has found that E. coli and Listeria—two 
distantly related bacteria—have a very 
similar genetic mechanism for protect
ing themselves against external stress.

“This is a huge finding," Boor points 
out, “because from a food processing 
perspective, if you can find similarities in 
mechanisms across organisms, you can 
come up with a common approach to 
controlling all of them."

Last July Boor's research group reported 
the genetic sequence and characteriza
tion of the stress-protector gene in Listeria 
in an article published in the prestigious 
Journal of Bacteriology—earning kudos, and 
research collaborations, from food scien
tists keen to control this pathogen which 
causes foodborne illnesses worldwide. (At 
home it's responsible for 45 percent of all 
the food products recalled due to bacterial 
contamination.)

Boor, who was raised on a New York 
dairy farm and spent the first six years of 
her career working in food safety through 
the Cooperative Extension system, saw 
back in the 1980s that molecular tech
nologies offered the best shot at keeping 
our highly centralized food-processing 
system the safest in the world. Someday 
she hopes to see a diagnostic testing 
system so quick and sophisticated that it 
could instantly guarantee that a pro
cessed food is safe to consume. With 
each new discovery she helps lead the 
way.

Metta Winter



The Classroom Goes Global
Using videosz the internet and live satellite 

hook-ups, students from rich nations connect 
with students from the poorer countries of 

Latin America to tackle topics such as population 
demographics, ecotourism, and biodiversity.

J
ust imagine what would happen if 
students from wealthy countries 
could sit down together with stu
dents from developing nations 
and talk over the mother of all 

problems: how we're all going to live 
together on one planet—each with 
enough food to eat—while ensuring a 
healthy environment?

Such an exercise sounds like an 
educator's pipedream. Yet that's exactly 
what happens in the Global Seminar on 
the Environment and Sustainable Food 
Systems.

By taking advantage of compressed 
video, satellite, and internet technolo
gies. 100 students from Australia, the 
Netherlands. Sweden, and the United 
States gather around an “electronic table" 
with 50 of their counterparts from 20 of 
the poorest nations in Latin America, 
who are attending college programs in 
Costa Rica and Honduras. In coming years 
when students from China and Africa are 
added to the mix, the seminar will truly 
become, as one Cornell undergrad put it. 
“a chance to talk to people all over the 
world at once."

“You read about issues of sustainability 
in books, talk about them in class, see 
movies," says biology major Brian 
Weissenboeck. “but it's a lot different 
when you hear people s opinions and get 
to talk to them firsthand."

Take the problem of forest fires in Hon
duras, one of five case studies students 
worked through a year ago this spring, 
when the course was first offered. There 
are around 15 forest fires a day in Hondu
ras. which threaten to decimate the 
country’s already limited forest reserves 
What 's more, the fires are set on purpose 
by Hondurans All because the Hondu
ran government outlawed the cutting of 
trees.

This case study, designed by faculty 
and students at the Pan-American School 

of Agriculture at Zamorano, Honduras, 
was a real eye-opener for seminar partici
pants who prepare their dinners on gas 
or electric appliances. The reason Hon
durans set forest fires, it turns out, is that 
most people in this Central American 
country still rely on wood fires to cook 
their food. The government's conserva
tion-oriented ban on cutting trees ap
plies only to live trees. Those already 
dead—from any cause, forest fires in
cluded—are fair game.

“This was a fine example of a govern
ment policy that, on the face of it satisfies 

Participants from two countries quiz and challenge each other while 
the others watch the dialogue broadcast on a split-screen television 

picture. Simultaneous internet transmission allows anyone in the 
world to watch the exchange.

world opinion regarding the country's 
conservation mindedness, but in reality 
is nonfunctional because it ignores the 
needs of its own citizens," says seminar 
director H. Dean Sutphin, associate dean 
and director of the college's academic 
programs. "This was an ideal problem for 
the seminar because it opened up a way 
of thinking for students in the developed 
countries they had never experienced 
before—that there are still countries in 
the world where people rely on firewood 
to stay alive."

The seminar works like this. Each insti
tution, in collaboration with coordina
tors here, chooses a problem actively 
being addressed in Its own country. Fac
ulty and students design written case 
study materials and produce video 
presentations that are distributed to 
students at each location. With this back
ground under their belts, they are ready 

to make the most of 90 minutes of real
time discussion with each other via live 
satellite hook-ups.

Taking turns, participants from two 
countries quiz and challenge each other 
while the others watch the dialogue 
broadcast on a split-screen television 
picture. Simultaneous internet transmis
sion allows literally anyone in the world, 
whether signed up for the seminar or not. 
to watch the exchange. In the countries 
that do not yet have the infrastructure to 
support live video broadcasts, an 
internet-transmitted slide presentation 

with simultaneous audio hook-up worked 
quite well. This spring's topics included 
case studies on population demograph
ics, ecotourlsm, water management, 
biodiversity, and biotechnology.

What gives power to the exchange is 
that students talk directly to each other, 
notes James French, vice president of 
academic programs at EARTH College in 
Costa Rica. “The interchange of opinions 
with people their own age, who have the 
same freshness and perspective on the 
world is very different from talking to 
scientists who might think differently."

Sutphin concurs.
“This is an enriched form of higher 

education that simply hasn't existed be
fore." he points out. “Students are con
tinually told that they live in a global 
village. Here's the chance for them to 
encounter what Third World students 
really think and vice versa." 

In addition to the face-to-face discus
sion. students participateon international 
problem-solving teams made up of one 
member from every country. Each team 
is assigned an aspect of a case study and 
through e-mail exchanges on the internet, 
they must produce a report that takes 
into account the (most likely divergent) 
perspectives of everyone in the group.

Such an exercise in thinking globally, 
while balancing the competing interests 
of countries from different parts of the 
world, bodes well for the future.

“If people learn about these issues when 
they are students, then there is a very 
good chance they will work well together 
in the future." notes B. K. Singh, profes
sor of soil science at EARTH College. “It is 
hoped that one day, when they are pro
fessionals, peaceful solutions can be 
worked out."

Participating Institutions
Agricultural College al Wagenmen, 
the Netherlands

EARTH College, Costa Rico 

Melbourne University, Australia 

The Open University of the 
Netherlands

Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, Sweden

Uppsala University, Sweden 

Pan-American School of Agriculture 
al Zamorano, Honduras



New Courses Make g 
Plantations Come Aliv<
Cornell Plantations is offering courses that teach students how to prospect for plants, 
manage a public garden, and the nitty gritty of building a stone wall.

A
-X. JL t Cornell Plantations, 

undergrads can

• snack on the same foods the Incas ate 
for dinner 600 years ago.

• use orienteering tools to conquer the 
highest elevation on campus—a whop
ping 980 feet above sea level.

• study a real, live scarlet pimpernel.

• chat online with plant explorers from 
the Amazon to the West Indies at the 
New York Botanical Garden.

• lay a stone path sturdy enough to last a 

century.

• navigate the twists and turns of a 
one-third-acre maze cut through a liv
ing cornfield.

• take home an interesting ornamental 
grass Irom their collection.

• investigate animal skulls to determine 
which are the plant eaters.

Fifty-five years ago the college's re
nowned botanist Liberty Hyde Bailey I 
envisioned Plantations as the university's 
outdoor classroom. Today undergrads 
can make the most of it from the very first 
week they are on campus.

In the Seminar Series, students 
were transported across time 

and space from an island 
garden in tum-of-the century 
New England to a perilous 

minibus ride into the pristine 
forests of northeastern China.

Duringorientation this past August, more 
than 60 first-year students, with map and 
compass in hand, spent a sunny afternoon 
navigating a 5-kilometer course through 
Plantations' F. R. Newman Arboretum.

Raylene Ludgate. education program 
coordinator at the Plantations, organized 
the program as a way to entice students 
into Cornell's living museum of plants 
right off the bat. Doing so is part of Plan
tations' new educational plan that places 
an increased emphasis on undergradu

ate education.
For decades. Plantations has been 

widely known for its distinguished out
reach programs that educate the public 
about the interrelationships among 
plants, people, and the environment, says 
Christine Doell. director of education. In 
addition, an estimated 4,500 Cornell stu
dents in more than 60 classes—ranging 
from plant pathology and beekeeping to 
studio art—use thecollections each year 
In keeping with its mission “to become a 
vital center for the plant and natural sci
ences on campus," Plantations Is also 
offering courses for credit to students 
across the university.

In last fall's Plantations Seminar Series, 
students were transported across time 
and space from a seat at the dinner table 
of the Incas, to a stroll through the island 
garden of New England's turn-of-the-cen- 
tury plantswoman Celia Thaxter, to a

perilous minibus ride into the pristine 
forests of northeastern China. Experts In 
garden design and preservation, plant 
prospecting and propagation, archeol
ogy, and ethnobotany came from around 
the country to share their experiences 
during the Wednesday night lecture/slide 
presentations, followed by refreshments 
and informal discussion. The series, 
which is also free and open to the public, 
attracts nearly 1,000 upstate residents 
each year.

Rubbing shoulders with leaders in the 
field is a strong draw to this course, but 
undergrads also report the pleasure they 
take in sharing divergent points of view 
with their fellow attendees, in what for 
many will be the only multigenerational 
classroom experience they will have in 
their four years here.

Thecourse Public Garden Management 
is another eye opener, especially for hor
ticulture majors who typically don't think 
beyond landscape architecture, design, 
and the nursery trades as viable career 
options.

“Public garden management Is an 
emerging niche market that offers career 
flexibility." Doell notes. "Possibilities in
clude not only the cultivation and care of 
plants but also education, interpretation, 
marketing, development, and adminis
tration within these public gardens."

Students meet with Plantations' staff 
specialists in each of these fields. The 
plant collections curator talks about what 
she does. So, too. do the gift shop man
ager, chief development officer, and 
grounds crew supervisor.

The highlight of the course is a three- 
day field trip to six public gardens lo
cated in and around New York City. Doors 
open wide as students get a behind-the- 
scenes look at some of America's most 
famous gardens, including the sculpture 
garden surrounding the corporate head
quarters of PepsiCo, the Brooklyn Botanic- 
Garden. and the research facilities at the 
New York Botanical Garden.

The third course. Horticulture 
Practicum. is a down-and-dirty experi
ence that was offered for the first time 
this past fall. How do you build a dry 
stone wall or lay a garden path that will 
withstand the test of time? What inte
grated pest management strategies work 
best when propagating plants in the green
house? Composting. pruning, transplant
ing, putting a garden to bed each fall, and 
even fixing that pesky lawnmower were 
all part of this hands-on course taught by 
14 Plantations staff members.

"A group of students who had volun
teered in the garden petitioned us to 
create the course." says Donald Rakow 
MPS '77. PhD '87, the Elizabeth Newman 
Wilds Director of Plantations, who notes 
that the content was designed expressly 
to meet students' interests. “They recog
nized how invaluable It was working side- 
by-side with the staff, learning the tricks 
of the trade as they solved the unex
pected problems faced everyday on the 
job."

Rakow points out that attending to the 
needs of undergraduate students is con
sistent with President Hunter Rawlings's 
emphasis on making Cornell not only a 
great research university but also a great 
center for undergraduate education.

In this. Plantations has many unique

HANDS ON: Instructor Bill Sherwood 
helps students Io construct a stone path in 
the Dean's Gorden behind Warren Hall 
as part of the course Horticulture Practicum

advantages compared to other univer
sity-affiliated public gardens. One of its 
greatest assets is its location, a stone s 
throw from central campus, which al
lows faculty to use thecollections within 
the time constraints of classes and labs. 
Such proximity is rare among academic 
gardens. Rarer still are the varied habi
tats Plantations manages.

“We have gorges and lakes and mead
ows and swamps and gardens and lawns 
all in very close proximity to each other 
and to central campus." Rakow says with 
evident pride. “Where else could you buy 
an ice cream cone at a campus dairy bar 
and then go enjoy it under the sheltering 
branches of a magnificent Cornelian 
cherry?"

Metta Winter

Do You Know?
Plantations staff propagate more than 
500 plants from cullings fetch year

The collections contain over 7,000 
accessioned plants.

More than 200,000 people visit 
Plantations each year.

Six out of every 10 Plantations visitors 
are affiliated with Cornell

Plantations is a mecca for the beginning 
plant lover—more than 60 percent of 
visitors describe their level of experience 
with plants as minimal.

Plantations manages 3.000 acres if 
natural areas on campus and throughout 
the linger Lakes region These include 
hgs, 9’r8es- mcu<L’ws. and woodlands

The collections include a nationally 
known herb garden, a poisonous plants 
garden, and a carefully weeded 
collection of weeds

Plantations maintains 10 miles of trails 

adjoining the Cornell campus.

Last year Plantatums staff and wluraco' 
led nearly 200guided tain through the 
botanic garden, arboretum, and natural 

areas



Join us for the ALS 
Reunion Breakfast 
on June 12
The 1999 Reunion Breakfast for ALS alumni and friends will take place on Saturday. 
June 12. at 7:30 a.tn. As in years past, the Breakfast will take place at the Clarion 
University Hotel (formerly called the Triphammer Lodge & Conference Center) ALS 
Alumni Association President Nathan R Herendeen '64 will preside over the morning’s 
festivities as we recognize our retiring faculty and receive the annual report of the 
ALS Alumni Association. We will also get an update on the college from Dean Daryl 
B. Lund. Space is always limited at this popular event, so be sure to get your 
registration in early. Registrations are due by Friday, June 4. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Faculty retirees to be recognized this year

•P ■

Leroy L Creasy, '60, MS '61, Fruit and Vegetable Science 
Warren C. Stiles, Fruit and Vegetable Science 

Richard J. McNeil, Natural Resources 
■ Aaron N. Moen, Natural Resources 

Donald F. Schwartz, Communication

Registration Form

State ZrpCode

◦ass

Cbss

| Rega*c*oni are reaxded on a fiatcome, hrsKened basis
| Please note bol you< registration is not complete inti he brecWasl fee is pod

| Registrations should be received no later than Friday, June 4, 1999.

I A nome fag be gnen » eoch registered guesl upon amwl at txeallasl

| $14 00 lor members eliteALS Ali*T>niAsso«»on and hen

I $16 00 for nonmembers
! Name

| Class Year/Wafer

I Address

I-

| telephone

| Reunion Year

| C^s

I

| Membership E^prascn Date

I Number of Regisecftons

| Total Amort Enclosed $

I tVrase mate you check payable to he AIS Alunm Aacoabcn or pay with
j VISA MasterCard Decorer Cord

| Ejpatean Date Acoart •

| Srgnaue d CorctioHer

Moil to
I AIS AJumr. Assoaator> 276 Roberts Hal Cornel Orsemly lhaco. NY 148534203.
I • n 60? 2544600 Must be received no later than June 4, 1999.
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Concerned about Breast 
Cancer and Environmental 
Risk Factors?
See Cornell Web Site
Q. Does exposure to certain pesticides increase the risk 

of breast cancer?
Q. Is there a link between childhood obesity and 

adult breast cancer?
Q. If human estrogen promotes some kinds of breast 

cancer, can phytoestrogens from plants possibly 
offer protection?

These are some of the questions answered on the World Wide Web at

www.cfe.cornell.edu/bcerf/
(Answers also can be found at the end of this article )

I 
I 
I
I

I 
I 
I
I 
I

T
he site is a comprehensive source 
of science-based information on 
tile relationships between breast 
cancer and environmental riskfac
tors. Developed by the Cornell University 

Program on Breast Cancer and Environmen
tal Risk Factors in New York State (BCERF). 
the newly enhanced site addresses the roles 
that pesticides, diet, lifestyle, and genetics 
may play in breast cancer risk, and offers 
strategies to reduce the risk of breast cancer.

A recent revamping of the site makes the 
numerous resources easier to search and 
navigate, according to BCERF Webmaster 
Marie Stewart. "We’ve also expanded the 
offerings on the site, including an on-line 
version of our newsletter, The Ribbon We 
encourage browsers to add their names to 
our electronic mailing list,” Stewart says.

Visitors are encouraged to provide feed
back on the Web site by sending e-mail to 
<breastcancer@comell.edu>

"We have one of the most comprehensive 
lists of references on breast cancer and the 
environment," says Suzanne M. Snedeker, 
BCERFresearch project leader. "This search
able Environmental Risk Factor Database of 
over 2,000 references is one of the many 
features on our Web site. We also provide 
links to other breast cancer Web sites with 
information on breast cancer screening, di
agnosis, and networking."

Much of t he information at the BCERF Web 
site is in the form of easy-to-read fact sheets 
on such topics as alcohol and breast cancer 
risk, tumor suppressor genes, the biology of 
breast cancer, and reducing pesticide expo
sure. Critical evaluations by BCERFscientific- 
staff examine evidence from current research 
that specific pesticides or dietary factors 
affect breast cancer risk Maps pinpoint re
gions of high, moderate, and low breast can
cer incidence in New York State.

"Of all the known and unknown risk factors 
for breast cancer, the environmental risk 
factors are the ones over which we have 
some control," says June Fessenden 
MacDonald. BCERF director and associate 
professor of biochemistry, molecular and 
cell biology at Cornell. “By providing impar
tial, science-based information on environ
mental risk factors, we hope to help people 
make decisions that can have a positive ef
fect (Xi their health."

BCERFs on-line materials are developed 
foradiverse audience, rangingfrom consum
ers, educators, and public policy makers to 
journalists and other scientists, according to

Snedeker, who was a cancer biologist at the 
National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences before joining the ComeO program. 
Among oilier experts associated with BCERF 
are toxicologists, nutritional scientists, 
oncologists, epidemiologists.  physicians, and 
health educators.

Answers to the questions posed at the 
beginning of this article, based <xi informa
tion from the Web site, follow:

A. There is currently no demonstrated evi

dence that the weed killer 2,4-D, is a human 
breast carcinogen. As with any chemical, 
however, caution should be exercised in the 
herbicide's use, storage, and disposal.

A. Although there is no data to suggest that 

adolescent obesity is a risk factor for the 
development of breast cancer, overweight 
adolescents may be at greater risk later in life. 
They are more likely to be overweight as 
adults and it is harder for people to lose 
weight as they get older. Gaining weight and 
being overweight as an adult are considered 
risk factors for postmenopausal breast 
cancer

A. About two-thirds of all breast tumors 

have estrogen receptors and depend on hu
man estrogens for growth. I’hyt oes4rogens— 
from soy-based foods and other legumes, as 
well as bean sprouts and seeds—compete 
with human estrogens. But phytoestrogens 
have only about l/ltXX) the estrogenic activ
ity of human estrogens.Th us, phytoestrogens 
can reduce overall estrogen activity by inter
fering with the activity of the stronger human 
estrogens in the body. Phytoestrogens also 
interfere with enzymes that promote cancer 
growth, while increasing hormones that re
strict blood estrogen levels.

Based in the Institute for Comparative and 
Environmental Toxicology in the Cornell 
Center for the Environment. BCERF involves 
faculty and staff members from Cornell’s 
colleges of Agricultureand LifeSciences, Arts 
and Sciences, Human Ecology. Veterinary 
Medicine: the divisions of Biological Sciences 
and Nutritional Sciences; Cornell Coopera
tive Extension; the Weill Medical College and 
Graduate School of Medical Sciences at 
Cornell; and the Strang Cancer Prevention 
Center. Funding support for BCERF comes 
from the U5 Department of Agriculture, the 
New York State Department of Health, and 
Cornell.

Roger Segeken

http://www.cfe.cornell.edu/bcerf/
mailto:breastcancer@comell.edu
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Sehubhcuk who »aand chemutry peofamxat to Itonentfy <4 Gxmeev

Hunter HukUng Jr. 75 torn in Lafayette. CaW when* hr htowe 
im«k« of Raltour* IntematkwkW He r. to relate tcJuy manager h w 
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Av Force m IW4 Cunwtty hr < ^rrak* a «xxento iruxt FraidUi ww 
Farmfewrt wtachBnxM ntoBOG<th«4C!«4jmSown N Y lh>bmarried 
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eiK vidBl wwr H» Bilw|W>>r f nwwui^r jxum qaalau0«x arwlgra|4ui s 
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SI NY MixnariRe with to I9» Dttx«uMrd AIuuxm Awatd. wiwsr Ik> 
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irgkxial national, arid intmiabmial prawnSatexn.
MUUam D. (irismb *32 ter* ui Ikngjianmxi N Y wlirw hr u to 
prandent-tab dxir tix to I Ituted Idrm Inc Hi* nxnwd h» m* ixul BS 
drteracbifnnharnalmgaMrringfrtxntfw'nMXiunJ  WattnnScixtool 
F^awnngatSliSY-Bx^hamtiMiMi PUT CurrentlylicMW«xking<Mili»

( athartnr RMfenoperuer HtraittranuB*33b.cs.i.I>*M wtww.bma 
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(More news from the 
late '90s will appear in 
the August 99 issue )
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The Blaschka Marine Invertebrate Collection was officially unveiled in October 1998. 

This stunning collection is made up of glass sea invertebrates, life-sized and larger, 
made by the famed natural history artisans Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka in the late 
1800s The collection contains more than 500 pieces, each with remarkable and 

accurate detailing, all handcrafted in glass.
The project of bringing the collection back to Cornell had been in the works for 

quite some time. The collection had been housed in Coming, N.Y., at the Coming 

Glass Center/Museum. The entirecollection is worth $6 million. Many new specimens 
have been added to the display case which is on display in the atrium of Corson-Mudd 

Hall
Phase II is already under way, which will include the construction of a second, 

specially made display case to house more of these treasured pieces. Alumni and 
friends are welcome to come see this marvelous collection. If you wish to contribute 
towards the Blaschka Marine Invertebrate Collection, you may send a donation to the 

ALS Development Office, 270 Roberts Hall. Ithaca. NY 14853-4203.

Slotted Inlet Ventilation System 
Designated Historic Landmark
The slotted inlet ventilation system was designated as a historic landmark this past 
November by the Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering and the 
Society for Engineering in Agricultural. Food, and Biological Systems (ASAE). in 1948. 
William F. Millier. then a graduate student working under the direction of Professor 
Clesson Turner, tested and published the concept of the slotted inlet. As indicated on 

the historic marker that now hangs outside Riley-Robb Hall. "Slotted inlets were 
quickly and widely adopted throughout the United States to improve larm animal 
environments and have been the most widely used inlet type for mechanically 

ventilated agricultural buildings." Pictured are lr Melissa Moore, ASAE s executive 
vice president: Dean Daryl B. Lund; Professor Emeritus Millier, BS 45. PhD '50; and 

Michael F Walter, chair, Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering.

Mann Receives $ 1 Million Challenge
The endowment campaign for Mann Ubrary received a tremendous boost recently 
when four alumni joined together to fund a $1 million challenge. New gifts of $25,000 

or more will now be matched on a $ 1 for $2 basis. As of December 31.1998. $ 1.8 million 
in gifts had been added to the library’s endowment. These gifts plus the $1 million 

challenge bring the campaign to 70 percent of its $4 million goal.
Increased endowment income will help Mann Library meet the rising costs of 

acquisitions and technology. It will also fund preservation of the library’s most 
important collections. Mann Library Is recognized as one of the best specialized 

libraries in the country and is the largest academic library In the United States 
dedicated to agriculture and related sciences and to human ecology A 75,000-square- 
foot addition to the library will open in December. 1999, followed by a complete 

renovation of the existing building.

ALS Scholarship 
Campaign Tops 
$9 Million
Maintaining access to Cornell for quali

fied students, regardless of their finan
cial backgrounds, is at the heart of the 

university's need-blind admissions 
policy To ensure that Cornell can con
tinue to meet the rising need for scholar
ship assistance, the university is in the 

midst of a campaign to raise the endow
ment for undergraduate scholarship 

funds.
As of December 31, 1998. ALS lias re

ceived gifts and commitments totaling 
almost $9.5 million, or 53 percent of the 

coliege's$18milliongoaLUnderthe terms 

of an anonymous challenge grant, new 
gifts and pledges of $37,500 or more will 
tie matched on a $1 to $3 basis For 
example, a $50,000 gift will be matched 
with an additional $16,666.67 in chal
lenge dollars, further enhancing the ben
efit to ALS students. Commitments of 

$37,500 or more may lie paid over a five- 

year period.
New scholarship endowments may be 

established to support students from 
across the college or directed to benefit 

students within a particular department 
or major within the college. If you would 

like to make a gift or get more informa
tion, please contact Michael Riley ‘87, 

ALS Director of Development. 272 Rob
erts Hall. Cornell University. Ithaca. NY 
14853; phone: (607) 2550359; e-mail: 

mpr2@comell.edu

4-H Foundation 
Launches Capital 
Campaign;
Golf Tourney Set 
for June 4
In January 1999. the New York State 
4-H Foundation kicked off a year-long 
capital campaign to raise $500,000 to 
celebrate 50 years of 4-H Youth Devel
opment programs. Half of the contribu
tions to the capital campaign will be 

used to fund grants to local associa
tions and statewide programs that en
able youth to develop tools for suc
cess. The remainder of the support will 
go into the Foundation endowment to 
assure the future of program grants 
well into the twenty-first century. Key 
programs to lie funded from proceeds 
of the capital campaign are leadership 
development, workforce preparation, 

and community service
The 4-H Foundation is also preparing 

for the 11”1 Annual 4-H Open Golf Tour

nament to be held at the Robert Trent 
Jones Golf Course at Cornell on Friday. 

June 4, 1999. The 4-H Open Is a major 
fundraising event for the 4-H Founda
tion. The proceeds of the golf tourna
ment help to fund grants for innovative 

and educational youth programs 
throughout the state. Thanks to hun

dreds of generous donors, the 4-H Open 

has grown to become a huge success, 
raising more than $118,000 over the 

past 10 years.
If you are interested in participating 

in this year's golf tournament or would 

like more information about the New- 

York State 4-H Foundation, please con
tact the office at (607) 255-2239.
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’98 Alumni Association
A Message from the President 
1998-99

ALS and You
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hank-you notes. We all like to receive them. Being president of the ALS Alumni 
Association has given me the pleasure of receiving several types of I hank-you 
notes (and verbal ones).

first, were the ones from student recipients of scholarships awarded by the ALS 
Alumni Association. These are awarded by the Admissions staff to deserving 
students, on your behalf.

Probably the most stimulating are the thank yous from the Outstanding Alumni
Awards recipients The banquet and presentations were truly inspiring Your dues and your nominations of 
potential recipients make this possible. Similarly, the Outstanding Faculty and Retiring Faculty Awards, 
presented at the June Alumni Breakfast, also generate thank yous from students and the recognized Individuals. 

A recent thank you from Randy Stewart, director of ALS Admissions, was for our support of the Prospective 
Students Open House and Transfer Day programs

There were also the thanks from students after the Student Recognition Dinner last April. Your dues and the 
Carter Family donations make that possible. The outstanding student academic awards are also supjiorted by 
our Association.

Then there is the support of the New York Products reception at the New York Agricultural Society meeting 
In January. Many alums share that day and tell us “thanks."

Upcoming will be our spring Dean/Alumni Get-Togethers and summer district events. Also. I hope you will 
see the announcement on page 6 of Reunion Breakfast. Saturday. June 12, and consider joining us for this 
fun event. There we will recognize retiring faculty, which will result in a few more letters of thanks!

These activities are made possible by your continuing support of the organization. They come from income 
generated by the member dues or other contributions to the Association.

And now the “thanks" is to you. Without your contributions and commitments of time and talents, these 
projects would be dropped, or certainly scaled back. Many alums contribute time and personal resources to be 
on committees and district teams. Keep up the good work and encourage your alumni friends who are not dues- 
paying members to pay up and get involved NOW

Just paying your dues is an easy, noninvolved way of showing support. If you can also participate with your 
district leadership team, you can show active support and enjoy “giving back" while working with a groupof your 
peers.

This year, your Association is involved in hosting the National Agricultural Alumni Development 
Association (NAADA) annual meeting and professional improvement conference. It will be on campus 
July 7-10. We will be hosting alumni and development staff plus student professionals and volunteers from 
many land-grant and other agricultural colleges across the country.

As part of the conference, on Saturday. July 10, a reception and tmrbecue will be held at the Geneva 
Experiment Station for alums from the participating colleges and area Comellians. Let us know if you 
can participate or help with contributions of New York products. Contact the ALS Alumni Affairs office at 
(607) 255-7651 to offer or make reservations.

Let me also mention the “Cornell Composite" project Initiated by the Al.S Alumni Association Over 100 
of the limited-edition framed prints and 90 of the framed diploma holders have already been sold These are 
a beautiful addition to your family room, office, or living room See page 15 for information on ordering yours. 
Some of the proceeds sup|x>rt the scholarship fund and other projects. This will generate more “thanks'" 

I look forward to seeing you at one of these activities. Thanks for caring!

Nathan Herendeen 64 ALS Alumm Association Pies-av-l

a

■SI

AMteay 1 RmcKk U



IwUetrM. *7
Xaitnftf
II Bn*n Neri M
MkSSk dtUmim *

MISEIEEIPP1

MEMBERSHIP
Nome

Class year/s

Z.p

VISA

ALS

County

Bragraphicol rratesfUwiryxi,ale ihewi ot paper Jnocowory)

Expiration Date 

Account »

Telephone number

Dues:
"98 or ’99 graduate (fee warred) al $0 
Graduated in last 5 years at $20 |2yeor| 
2-yeor membership al $29

Spouse at $21
4-yeor membership at $54

Spouse a $38
lifetime /Membership of $350 

Spouse at $245

first nsteknert on nr^bkune Membership

first instalment on my spouse s lifetime Membership 
ar $88 pe. yecr for 3 years

Please make your check payable Io the ALS Alumni 
Association or pay with a credit card

Discover Cord MasterCard

Signature of cardholder

Mail to: Office ol Alumn, Affairs
276 Roberts Hal
Ithaca, NY 14853-4203

Gift Membership to the ALS Alumni
°* ** Agriculture

and Life Sciences at Cornell University
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National Agricultural 
Alumni & Development 
Conference at Cornell 
July 7-10

F
rom July 7 to 10, the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
and the ALS Alumni Association will host the 24th National 
Agricultural Alumni and Development Association, Inc. 
(NAADA) Annual Educational Conference for staff, volunteers, and 

student ambassadors. NAADA is open to all land-grant colleges of 
agriculture and other four-year colleges of agriculture and related 
sciences, as a resource for supporting and strengthening their 
alumni volunteers and professional staff in alumni affairs, develop
ment, and student recruitment. Student leaders and ambassadors 
are also invited to the summer conference.

The conference will be held at the Statler Hotel on campus. 
Saturday, July 10, the conference concludes with a “Bob Baker 
Chicken Barbeque.” at the New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Geneva. N.Y. Local alumni from Cornell and other partici
pating colleges will be invited to attend the BBQ. If you don’t receive 
an invitation but would like to attend the BBQ, or for complete 
conference information contact Linda Wyllie at the ALS Alumni 
Office at (607) 255-7651 or e-mail at llw8@comell.edu.

YORK

7-tO /<???

Here are two great opportunities for alumni to be part of the NAADA 
’99 conference at Cornell;

The NAADA Golf Classic
Wednesday, July 7
8 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Join us for a morning of golf at Cornell's 
Robert Trent Jones Golf Course. The for
mat will be captain and crew with a shot
gun start at 8 a.m. Registration costs ($55) 
include greens fees, cart (two-some), a 
7:30 a.m. continental breakfast, and top
notch prizes! Contact Jim Pratt at (607) 
255-6809 or e-mail at jcpl4@comell.edu 
for further information and to register.

All-Alumni Night 
Saturday, July 10 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Join fellow ALS alumni and alumni from 
other land-grant colleges at the New York 
State Agricultural Experiment Station in 
Geneva. Enjoy a Cornell Chicken BBQ. 
brought to you by Baker’s Acres, and 
sample New York State foods and bever
ages. Contact Mary Alo in the ALS Alumni 
Affairs Office at (607) 255-7651 or e-mail at 
alsaa@cornell.edu for furtherinformation.

mailto:llw8@comell.edu
mailto:jcpl4@comell.edu
mailto:alsaa@cornell.edu
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Dairy Judging Team Victorious
Cornell's dairy fudging learn 
was the 1998 National 
Champion of the World Dairy 
Expo, winning ogamsl 23 
university teoms Come# has 
the highest winning percentage 
at the national contest, winning 
Iom national championships in 
the 1990s Pictured h Kevin 
Ziemba '95. assistant coach. 
Jonathan Dechow 99. 
Shannon lacy '99 (highest 
individual score in contest); Jim 
Canory '99 Matthew Day 
00, and Professor ol Animal 
Science David Gallon cooch

Marlin Perkins Scholarship Awarded
Scott G Cardiff '99, center, received 
Mutual of Omaha s 1998 Marlin 
Perkins Scholarship Award from Ted 
Monroe, a representative for Mutual 
of Omaha Also pictured is Barbara 
Knuth, associate professor of natural 
resources Cardiff has a strong record 
of involvement in wildlife and 
conservationrelaied work He hos 
also volunteered for a variety of 
groups including the Cornell Greens. 
Earthrise, the Conservation Committee 
of Ecology House, United Progress
ives. among others The scholarship 
recipient is selected based on academic achievement and volunteer or work experience 
in environmental science/conservation Cardiff is from Pittsburgh maiorinq in 
natural resources
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Homecoming

w

1998
Robert V Call, Jr '50 of 
Oakfield. NY ondhis 
wife. Roberto, enjoy a 
hotdog served by 
Clarence 'Bornie' Parker 
58 district director for 

Yales, Schuyler, and 
Chemung counties, during 
the annual AIS Alumni 
Association s tailgate porty 
before the Homecoming 
98 football game

The Big Red Beor look some 
time out from cheering for the 
team al the Homecoming 
game last foil ond is pictured 
wrth some future Comedians 
Pictured h Greg Master, 
Enco Master Zack 
Guttendorf Alama Mosier, 
Adrienne Master and Zoe 
Gullendorf The young 
Masters are the children of 
Bernice Potter-Mosier ’82. 
district director for Tompkins 
and Cortland counties, and 
Mark Mosier ’82, law '93
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Seniors Raise Awareness of ALS Association December Grads Celebrate
Graduating seniors 
attended a pizza party in 
No^mtier 1998, to raise 
awareness of the AIS 
Aiumm Association More 
thon 400 attended and 
learned about the various 
activities al the association 
Here. Dole Porter '95 
graduate student director, 
talks with groduolr 
senior, Anne Law 
Brooklyn. N Y

Fong-Yee Nyeu. Taipei,
Taiwan is congratulated 
by friends.

i
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this past December, 126 
degree candidates became 
alumni In the photo,

On a cold Friday afternoon



TAIWAN

THAILAND

ICUADOR

INGLAND

Caibert** OwuH’” 
Ifc—JFWX LtovkJM Sunon 67

KrUlm»<~<1b> W 
*■«>•» W
IMU1L
Ira M Hartnao 7* 
Arthur 5 1kbmM. U 
Arlene U <7
Cunefe T 11
JAMAICA
Arthur < Rawk TO
JAPAN
MnatoAhe N 
VMbttUwMn 7> 
MHur NteNbe 17 
KlyooU Meta *
Im** To|o 17
Hanakn Tokunaea 97 
tort Leto 97
Junto Uata/ubr 15 
UadaH Archer 68
KINTA
Met Moth 76 
EMctf ZNbwU 71
KOBIA
in K liaa 65
MIXICO
ItoraUlkMutfn W
■o&tloZ GcMMktf 76 
Fetoe 72
Mawxwltruah M

NIGIRIA
Prince Brtthl L Akkrr 68
NORWAY
Judrih H Meadow K
Rxhard H Meadow A2
PAKISTAN

PIRU
WaMar Couto 76
Maria M Scwrak 72
PHILIPPINIS
Sahador L Carter 54 
OriaadoG MMm Ji
PUIRTO RICO
teaaF Imam M 
PalrtcfcD UKirroth » 
(rnltMatoa'W
Ada N Papa 15
Lunt Sofa « 
JomA Vaktet 62
SINOAPORI
Edward R H» 4S 
Cheryl Aaa G N< 15
SWIDIN
Kanot LMBbwf H
SWITZERLAND

MMC W4JKT57

A Senior Looks Back
As I look back on the past four years. It almost seems impossible that 

graduation is upon me. I'm sure that many Cornell alumni have shared 
this sentiment at the end of their undergraduate years. These four years have 

been the most formative in my life, creating the person I am today. I came to 
Cornell from a small dairy farm in southeastern New York, quiet and naive, 
but determined and full of energy. I am leavingas an open-minded, ambitious, 

and well-spoken adult.
Each year at Cornell has taught me something special. As a freshman, I 

learned just how much I appreciated and missed my parents and howtocope 
with homesickness. I found myself traveling home every other weekend to 
see my family and friends because I felt lost in this new environment

As a sophomore. I became comfortable at Cornell and started to refer to 
Ithaca as home. I also learned the vital skills of living off campus, such as 

paying bills anti cleaning (I'm still working on cooking)
Junior year taught me the value of involvement in activities and to make the 

most of everything you do. These activities have given me the opportunity 
to meet many people that 1 otherwise would not have met, including some 

of my best friends.
As a senior, I've learned that there Is so much more to an education than 

grades. So often it's not what you learn in the classroom, but what you learn 
about life. I once thought a4.0GI’A was essential tohavea great career. I know

different now.
I feel so lucky to have been a part of this university But when 1 first set foot 

on campus, I was in awe. My first thought was t hat this campus is so huge and 
there are so many students, how could I matter? I have learned that each 
student gets a different exjyerience from Cornell. And the outcome of that 
experience depends on what you put Into It. A univer
sity that seemed like a metropolis is now more like a 
warm, friendly small town.

As the class of '99 heads out to their various 
endeavors, the transition into adult life will be made 
smoother just by the fact that they are Cornell gradu
ates. Because no matter where you go. it seems there 
is always a fellow alumnus around the comer.

Hamel Pimm '99
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iconic ‘prints of (Qomell & fflbaca
K Fterfect Gift
The college's alumni association is offering 10" x 13" and 
15* x IT color reproductions of four oil paintings by 
Victor R. Stephen, professor ementus of communication 
Aiumni and faculty members chose these scenes, which 
represent the four seasons, as the most memorable of 
campus and the Ithaca countryside. Send the following:

10 x 13' 15 XlL

Taughannock Faib Winter Morning 

Libe Slope Spring Evening 

Beebe Lake Bridge . Summer Night 

Cascadtlla Gorge Fall Afternoon 

The Four Season Set

_______ prints al $10 each 

_______ prints at $10 each.

_______ prints at $10 each

_______ prints at $10 each.

________all prints for $35

________ pnnts at $20 cacti 

________  pnnts al $20 each 

________  prints at $20 each 

________  prints at $20 each 

_______ all pnnts lor $70

Alumni Assn members. $30 (10* x 13*) or $60 (15* x 17*) a set My membership expires;------

Please add $5 ktr delivery outside cuituienlal United Stales Enclose check ur money «d« payable to 
AIS Alumni Association
Mail to ALS Alumni Assocation. 276 Roberts Hall. Cornell Umversty, Ithaca. NY 14853

Name________________________________ —--------------------- —-----------------------------------------------------

Address_____________________________________ —--------------------------------------------------------------

City_____________________ _____State/Country-----------------------------------Zip-----------------------------------

This IS a gift order Please mail to above individual, and enclose a card reading--------------------------------------

i Moving or
' Just Heading North
i for the Summer?
! Stay In touch with your alma mater through 

I uninterrupted delivery of ALS News by 
| returning the change-of-address form 

I Mall to

| Office of Alumni Affairs,
I 276 Roberts Hall
1 College of Agriculture and I Jfe Sciences
| Cornell University
I Ithaca. NY I4S5.M203

I Name_____________ _____________________

I Class Year_____________ ________________

jl.D. *__________________________________

| Alum? Faculty? Friend?

| Former Address___________________ .

| New Address______________________

I Heading North? as ol ____________
I until________________________________

| Phone (Home)

| (Office)__________

| Occupation_________________________
I Personal News
I----------------------------------------------------------------------------

l__________________________________________ -

I________________________________ ____________

I

I---------------------------------------------------------------------------

I---------------------------------------------------------------------------

I---------------------------------------------------------------------------

I____________________________________________

I (Use separate sheet of paper if necessary)

I_____________________________________________

Display Your Diploma Proudly

The ALS Alumni Association is 
proud to present this distinctive 
artwork of nationally known artist 

Robin Lauersdorf.
Carefully researched and meticu

lously drawn, this highly detailed 

pencil drawing of Cornell University 
captures the historic significance 

and the unique beauty of our 
campus. It depicts Goldwin Smith 

Hall. Bailey Auditorium, Willard 
Straight Hall, McGraw Tower. Uris 

Library. Beebe Lake Falls, Sage 
Chapel, and the Ezra Cornell Statue.

The artwork is

• Reproduced on the finest quality, 
acid-free, 100 percent rag museum 

paper

• Framed with museum-quality mats 
and a mahogany frame

• Unconditionally guaranteed
Framed Diploma Holder—SI69

Partial proceeds will provide endowment funds for scholarship aid for ALS 

students and support other student and alumni projects.
The artwork is available in two forms: a 19" x 25" limited edition signed and 

numbered print, limited to 500 prints, and a 14" x 19" print. Both sizes are 
available framed and unframed. The smaller print has also been uniquely framed 

as a diploma holder.
Consider these benefits of our diploma holder

• A great college remembrance

• An excellent way to protect, preserve, and display your diploma

• The perfect birthday, or graduation gift

• Made to easily insert your own diploma so there is no need to send it

To receive a full-color brochure or to place an order please call

Cornell Alumni Artwork

1-800-336-5923
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Alumni Affairs and Development
276 Roberts Hall
College of Agriculture and Ufe Sciences 
Cornell University
Ithaca. New York 148534203

May 4
Dean/Alumni Get Together tor Yates, Schuyler, and 
Chemung counties Far .details. contact distnct 
director Clarence Parker '58 <4 1607) 594-2171

May 6
Dean/Alumni Get-Together for Broome and Tioga 
counties For details, contact district director Ron 
Cooke '91 at (607) 8493748 or email 
rcooke 1001 Cool com

May 11
Join ALS Alumni Association members for a theater 
production of the play Fame al Proctor's Theatre in 
Schenectady, N Y For details, contact Lynn Leitner 
Hickey '95 at (518) 374-8565

May 25
Senior and Grad BBQ on the Ag Quod, sponsored 
by the ALS AJumm Association and the Office of 
Acodemc Programs For details contact Tim Oonk 
86 Associate Director. ALS Alumni Affairs. (607) 
255-7651 or email t|o7©comell edu

May 30
Commencement

June 4
11 th Annual 4-H Open Golf Tournament at the 
Robert Trent Jones Gol Course at Cornel, 8am 
shotgun start For details, contact Undo Warner at 
the NYS 4-H Foundation at (607J 255-2239

June 10-13
Reunion Weekend

June 12
ALS AJumm Association Reunion Breakfast.
7 30 a m Clarion University Hotel and 
Conference Center (formerly Triphammer lodge
& Conference Center on Sheraton Drme) See 
announcement and RSVP form on page 6

Dated Material
May 1999

Inside This Issue
" Food Safety Sleuth
‘) Tracks Bacteria

June 27
Join fellow ALS alumni and the ogncuhure 
community lot he onnuol Saratoga County Farm 
Tour Breakfast Fa mare irfamation contact district 
director Mke Vaio '76 at (518) 5844215 or emoil 
toothheod@ool com

July 7-10
'CU m he Finger lakes' National Agricultural 
AJumm and Development Association Inc 
(NAADA) 1999 Conference hosted by the ALS 
College and the ALS Alumni Association 
ALS alumni are invited to participate in a pre 
conference golf tournament, Wed , July 7 starting 
at 8 a m , contact Jim Pratt at (607) 2556809 
and the LandGranl Alumni Chicken BBQ al 'he 
NYS Aancuhurol Experiment Station in Geneva, 
Sa* July 10, al 5 30 pm |see poge 1 1) For 
details, contact Undo Wyllie al he ALS Alumni 
Affairs Office of (607) 255-7651 or email 
*w8OcomeH edu or Dave Tetor 65, NAADA 
steer,ng board cochair of (914) 868-7796

Global Classroom 
Broadens Students' 
Views

" Plantations Offers 
H New Courses

Reunion 
Breakfast 
Reservation Form

July 16
ALS alumm m Central and Western New York 
Slate are invited to a Keuka Maid boat cruise 
Hammondsport. N Y . 6-9 pm Contact district 
director Durland Weale 44 at (607) 3592179

July 18
2nd annual ALS Family Fling at the Junior Livestock 
Show m Cooperstown, N Y For details, contact 
Deb Windecker '90 al |315) 8664221 or 
Carol Keene Amslte '90 al (315) 858-2770

September 24
Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet, Statler 
Ballroom, Statler Hotel Contact Undo Wyllie ot 
(607) 255-7651. Hw80comell edu

September 24- 25
ALS Alumm Association committee meetings and 
board of directors meeting

October 7-9
Trustee/Council Weekend

Cornell vs Harvard football gome

November 5-7
Homecoming Weekend

November 6
Cornell vs Yale football game
ALS Alumm Association tailgate party before the 
gome. Kite Hill

www.cali.ceraell.e4u

Or go directly to the ALS Alumni
Association: www.caU.ceraoll.edu/ 
aluaMl/aluaml.fetm

http://www.cali.ceraell.e4u
http://www.caU.ceraoll.edu/

	NEWS

	Agriculture and Life Sciences


	NEWS

	A Publication for Alumni and Friends of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University/May 1999

	Fixing Kids’Teeth Makes

	Him Smile

	When Mike Valla was a boy, he had poor manual dexterity. Learning to tie fishing flies not only cured that problem but led Valla to become a devoted dentist for indigent children.

	Daryl Lund, the Ronald P. Lynch Dean of Agriculture and Life Sciences


	Concerned about Breast Cancer and Environmental Risk Factors?

	See Cornell Web Site

	ALS Scholarship Campaign Tops $9 Million

	Golf Tourney Set for June 4

	A Message from the President 1998-99
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