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Rising temperatures in the oceans put right whales, 
coral, and other animal life at risk for food shortages 
and new diseases
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Global Warming Puts Sea Life at Risk
A

 delay in funding put Charles
Greene in exactly the right 
place at the right time: hun
dreds of miles off the coast of 
Maine where he witnessed the 

consequences of one of the “most dramat
ic climate-driven events affecting the 
Northwest Atlantic during the 20th centu
ry." as he puts it. Suffering those conse
quences was one of the ocean's most allur
ing animals, the North Atlantic right 
whale.

Today there are only 300 of those endan
gered animals left in the world. It has been 
long recognized that humans brought the 
right whale to the brink of extinction 
through whaling and commercial fishing 
activities. But there may be another, quite 
different human activity that could have 
an even greater impact on the remaining 
whales: the burning of fossil fuels.

Ask Greene, an associate professor in 
the Department of Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences and director of the Center for the 
Environment's Ocean Resources and 
Ecosystems Program, what he thinks 
about global warming and you will get a 
straightforward answer it's for real.

"There's clear evidence that in this cen
tury. the earth is warming, and there's 
pretty compelling evidence that the 
amount of warming is outside what one 
would expect from natural variations in 
climate," Greene says.

Greene wanted to try to understand the 
effects of such global climate change when 
he applied to participate in the five-year 
US. Globa) Ocean Ecosystems (GLOBEC) 
Northwest Atlantic/Georges Bank Program

When Greene finally got the go-ahead in 
1997, he wasn’t even thinking about right 
whales; rather he was looking at a rice
grain-sized crustacean. Calanus finmarchi
cus This organism is a primary source oi 
food for commercial fish species, especial
ly cod and haddock. Coincidentally, it is 
also the dietary mainstay of right whales 
Without enough C finmarchicus, the 
whales can't bulk up to prepare for calving 
or carrying a pregnancy to term.

Greene went out to sea to survey nearly 
1,000 square miles of the Gulf of Maine as 
the chief scientist on five cruises between 
1997 and 1999 looking for 0 finmarchicus 
What he saw there—smack in the middle 
ol the sole feeding grounds for right 
whales—came out of the blue. For no 
accountable reason. C finmarchicus num
bers had plummeted

A right whole brooches the waler

BIOMAPER: Greene and colleagues have used this slale-oftheoii instrument called BIOMAPER II (BloOptical Muhifreauency 
Acoustics and Physical Environmental Remote-sensing) in the North Atlantic and Southern Oceans II is a aeeplow vehicle which 
collects physical and biological oceanographic data in real time through a fiber-optic tow cable

"We are sitting out on this huge ocean 
trying to unravel a puzzle by looking at 
the data we've collected," he says.

It helped a lot that scientists have been 
collecting climate data and data on C fin
marchicus for the past 50 years They also 
have a count of the annual right wtiale 
birtlis since 1982 What soon became appar
ent was that C finmarchicus were abundant 
when tlie North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) 
Index—which charts naturally occurring 
variations in atmospheric pressure centers 

In 1999, only one calf was bom, worse than anything on 
record. But in 2001, two years after the abundance of

C. finmarchicus increased, 30 right whale calves 
were born, the most recorded since 1982.

over the North Atlantic—was predominant
ly positive. When it became negative, C fin
marchicus numbers declined

In the winter ol 1996, the NAO index 
exhibited its largest drop of the century. 
This atmospheric phenomenon has a dra
matic effect on the complex intermingling 
of the warm salty waters that move north 
with the Gulf Stream and the fresh cold 
waters coming down from the Labrador 
Sea. Resulting changes in hydrographic 
properties of the water in the Northwest 
Atlantic determine whether C hnmarchi 
cus live or die But that takes a while

In 1997 Greene recorded little change in 

the numbers of C finmarchicus, the big 
drop occurred a year later in 1998. 
Therefore, it took two years before the 1996 
drop In the NAO Index had its effects on the 
C finmarchicus population downstream in 
the Gulf of Maine By 1999 the C. finmarchi
cus numbers were climbing back up again. 
However, because of the right whales' long 
reproductive cycle, the consequences of 
this climatic event were not over yet for 
these marine mammals. In 1999, only one 
calf was bom, worse than anything on 

record. But in 2001, two years after the 
abundance of C finmarchicus increased. 
30 right whale calves were bom. the 
most recorded since 1982.

Because 2001 was another year when 
the NAO index was low. nature is giving 
him a chance to test his ideas

“Right now were putting together 
quantitative estimates of how many 
calves will be bom in 2003 and 2004 
Then we’ll see how close we are." 
Greene says. “This is pretty exciting 
because it's very rare that people can 
predict into the future what any kind of 
anima) population will do. let alone crea-

Charles Greene was the chief scientisi on 
five cruises that surveyed nearly 1,000 
square miles of the Gulf of Marne looking 
for C. finmarchicus, the dietary mainstay 
of right whales He found out that, for no 
accountable reason, C finmarchicus num 
bers had plummeted 

tures that live out in thousands of square 
miles of ocean."

Where does all this fit into global warm
ing? Some scientists suggest that green
house warming will manifest itself in a way 
that resembles certain phases of the NAO. 
Greene explains If we can understand the 
NAO's effects on physical oceanography, 
then that will help us predict how global 
wanning will affect the sea, and in turn, the 
creatures that live there.

Iconlmued on page 2)



A
s we conclude another fall semes
ter at Cornell, one can’t help but 
think of the events that occurred 
near the start of the semester and 

forever changed all of our lives. The 
September 11 tragedy touched our Cornell 
community In many ways. Cornell suffered 
numerous losses among its alumni and the 
families and friends of alumni, students, 
faculty, and staff. It's difficult to imagine the 
full impact of these horrific events on our 
Cornell community. 1 extend my 
sincere sympathies to everyone in our 
ALS family.

It has been in these most challenging 
moments that I have seen how we all pull 
together to supi»rt each other and to move 
forward. President Hunter R. Kawlmgs led 
our campus to respond quickly and with 
great sensitivity to the tragedy. The universi
ty held vigils and memorial convocations to

Message from the Dean
Cornell and the College Pull Together to Cope with Sept. 11 Tragedy

help us all cope with our grief, and teaclwns 
and seminars to help us make sense of 
tlie tragedy Faculty members were encour
aged to hold classes in order to provide 
students with an opportunity to come 
together. The college's Office of Academic 
Programs provided counseling services and 
Cornel) Cooperative Extension gathered a 
variety of resources on its 
"Coping with Tragedy” web site, 
http://www.cce.cornell.edu/issues/ 
cceres ponds/.

Many alumni have asked us about an 
opportunity to help those within the 
Cornell family who are directly or indirect
ly affected. Hie University established two 
funds to help Comellians on and off cam
pus cope with the aftermath of the tragedy 
and to honor alumni who lost their lives in 
the events.

Given the celebratory nature of our 
Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet, 
there was a clear consensus among the 
award winners and alumni leaders that we 
should reschedule the September 14 
event. Fortunately, the Statler Hotel had an 
opening for November 16. Our publication 
deadlines, however, preclude us from cov
ering the awards banquet in this issue of 
ALS News. Look for banquet photos and 
more in the April issue.

My husband, Peter, and I enjoyed meet
ing many Interested college stakeholders 
at alumni events this summer. In August 
we attended Empire Farm Days in Seneca 
Falls and then traveled to Saratoga Springs 
to meet alumni at an event held at the 
Saratoga Race Track. We went to northern 

California in early September, where I had 
an engaging breakfast discussion with a 
group of young alumni, learning about 
their connections to the college and how 
we might better develop programs to meet 
their needs and interests. 1 also met with a 
ixuiel of biotechnology leaders and found 
It to be a valuable forum. The trip conclud
ed with a well-attended gathering at the 
Atlas Peak Winery. Thank you to all of our 
alumni leaders for organizing these won
derful events and visits

I commend ALS Alumni Association 
president Peter Pamkowski for working 
with the board to begin to explore better 
ways to build additional alumni programs 
beyond New York State, including major 
urban areas. We look forward to your feed
back about specific program ideas and 
kxations and how the college can best 
connect and participate with other alumni 
networks. Volunteering your time to help 
the college is an excellent first step toward 
building a stronger network of ALS alumni 
throughout the world and among the 
broad diversities of interests represented 
by our alumni.

Now more than ever, your involvement 
with the college is critically important. 
I invite you to join us in any of the 
following ways:

• Continue to support each other during 
this time of uncertainty. We have already 
come together In tills time of great need 
Thank you for continuing to show your 
concern and encouragement to each 
other and all members of our Cornell 
community.

• Attend a spring Dean/Alumni Get- 
Together. I will be traveling to various 
regions of New York State to meet with 
alumni and other college stakeholders 1 
look forward to meeting with you and 
hearing about your regional issues and 
perspectives.

• Help us learn more about your program 
interests beyond New York State. Feel 
free to contact our ALS Alumni 
Association and the Public Affairs Office 
with your interest in volunteering or to 
let us know about your specific program 
ideas. The e-mail address is alsaa©cor- 
nell.edu or call 607-255-1915.

• Make a gift. The college depends heavily 
on annual and endowment gifts from 
alumni to support a wide variety of needs 
and priorities. Please refer to the devel
opment report in this edition of AZ.S APus 
to lean) more about how you can supjxirt 
the college with an outright or planned 
gift.

• Write to me. I welcome your comments 
and am interested in hearing what is on 
your mind. You can write to me at Dean’s 
Dialogue, c/o ALS News, 276 Roberts 
Hall, Ithaca. NY 14853.

Susan A. Henry, PhD., the Ronald P. Lynch 
Dean of Agrfeiittun- and life- Science*

Global Warming Puts Sea Life at Risk /continued from page II

The year 1998 was an equally important 
one for Drew Harvell. Instead of riding out 
winter storms in the North Atlantic, 
Harvell, an expert in coral reef ecology, 
scuba dived off the Florida Keys.

One can't help but ask which of this 
husband-and-wife team made the 
smartest choice of research topic. Harvell, 
a professor in the Department of Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology, laughs at the 
question. When she answers it by saying 
that Greene has it much tougher, she 
doesn’t just mean the weather.

"Coral is such a slow-growing 
animal that it would take 

literally thousands of years to 
replace a decimated reef." 

—Drew Harvell

"Pinpointing the effects of the NAO is 
tough,” says Harvell, who chairs a working 
group on ocean diseases for the federally 
funded think tank the National Center for 
Ecological Analysis and Synthesis. “Chuck 
works in the open ocean; we work 
nearshore. We work with animals that are 
attached, his float freely around the ocean.”

His animals, however, are healthy. Hers 
are sick. Research in her lab points toward 
global warming as a contributing factor In 
making corals vulnerable to disease 
Among the strongest evidence for this 
position came in 1998 when she. like 
Greene, witnessed something totally unex
pected a massive keys-wide die-off of the 
species of gorgonian coral Bnareum 
asbestinum Commonly called a sea whip, 
this soft coral bleaches white when the 
waters it lives in get too hot.

"The tropical oceans' temperatures are 
the highest they have been in thousands 
of years and a component of this wanning

is likely due to anthropogenic contribu
tions." Harvell explains. “Many corals are 
near their thermal maximum, so that in 
1998, when a prolonged El Nlfto 
(Southern Oscillation) event produced 
even higher water temperatures, B 
asbestinum began expelling the brown 
and purple pigmented algae that live in 
their tissues, turning stark white."

Many soon died. Harvell, who had been 
conducting routine annual surveys of 
coral along the length of the Florida Keys, 
noticed ttiat many of the bleached corals 
had holes in them, even dead spots 
Suspecting that a disease was involved 
here, she took tissue samples back to the 
lab where a colleague, Garnet Smith 
(University of South Carolina), isolated 

This sea fan, Gotgomo ventali- 
na, is infected by Aspergillus 
Lesions of necrotic tissue are 
surrounded by a dark halo 
In some cases, infected sea 
Ions also hove tumors.

and identified an infectious organism, a 
bacterium called Scytonema To demon
strate that this lesioncausing agent was 
transmissible, she then grafted some of 
the diseased tissue onto healthy corals to 
see if they would get sick. They did.

The event involving sea whips only fur
ther confirms what Harvell is finding in 
her long-term studies of its relative, the 
sea fan (Gorgoma ventalina and G flabel- 
lum). At one time, these stunning bright 
blue coral, which can grow to 3 feet high 
and 1-1/2 feet across, flourished in the 
Caribbean, the Bahamas, and the Florida 
Keys. Now they, too, are dying in some 
places at a rate of over 20 percent.

Collaborators of Harvell's determined 
the diseasecausing agent—a fungus 

called Aspergillus sydowii, which had 
never been reported as a pathogen in the 
ocean before. (Its close relative, A fumiga- 
tus, has long been known as a human 
pathogen that commonly kills cancer 
patients.) Further experiments by an hon
ors undergraduate student. Laura Petes, 
working in Harvell's own lab showed that 
increasing temperatures give the patho
gen a growth advantage. They found that 
the optimal temperature for the disease to 
flourish is 90 degrees F. the very same tem
perature where bleaching is prevalent, 
showing that corals themselves are over
stressed by water that’s too warm

Some of the sea fans Harvell has 
observed are approximately 60 years old 
and dying within months of contracting 
the disease. Some of the corals dying in 
the 1998 El Nifio in Australia were estimat
ed at 700 years old.

During the 1998 event, videos taken 
from planes flying over the Great Barrier 
Reef along Australia showed vast areas of 
white coral covering more than 100 miles. 
In some areas of the Indian Ocean, up to 95 
percent of the white coral died during the 
same event. Some of this mortality could 
be caused by opportunistic disease as in 
Harvell's study, but researchers have only 
started to investigate links between 
bleaching and disease-related mortality.

"Coral is such a slow-growing anima) 
that it would take literally thousands of 
years to replace a decimated reef," Harvell 
says.

Harvell teaches a special eight-week 
course called Tropical Marine Science, in 
Mexico, where students participate in a 
coral reef monitoring survey.

A4eflo Winter

http://www.cce.cornell.edu/issues/
nell.edu
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to students that plants 
larger, 

all our ecosystems are sustained by plants

EYES WIDE OPEN: Niklas gives students a survey of the plant kingdom to entice them into 
they will never walk through a forest or meadow and look at plants in the same way again.

K
arl Niklas stood at the crest of 
a ridge formed thousands of 
years ago by tons of glacial ice, 
dipping his fingers into a 
jumbo-size plastic tub that 

once held Kraft macaroni and cheese.
He apologized.
“When I was younger I would wade out 

there and get some of the aquatics, but Pm a 
little old and feeble now, so I've brought 
some to show you." Niklas tells the 16 under
grads gathered anxind him akmgskie the 
wettest of the five major Ringwood Bonds

Out of the tub comes his forefinger, cov
ered with Lemna minor—one of the small
est flowering plants known to science. 
Biology, as well as linguistics and engineer
ing majors, lean in close to listen as Niklas 
holds forth on duckweed: Because it can 
done itself by vegetative fragmentation, a 
single pinhead-sized duckweed plant will 
green over the surface of a 2-acre (Kind in 
just one summer. Because duckweed pref
erentially absorbs heavy metals dissolved 
in water, it is used as a tool in environmen
tal clean-ups. And when it is grown on 
clean water, it may then be dried, compact
ed. and sold to unwitting gardeners as fake 
peat moss.

Welcome to Niklas’s course. Introduct
ory Botany

This breezy 75-degree afternoon is the 
third consecutive day of field trips in the 
23rd year that Karl Niklas, the Liberty Hyde 
Bailey Professor of Plant Biology, has been 
teaching the course. Ever on the lookout 
for new material. Niklas had opened the 
first lecture a week before by quoting what 
he liad read on the wall of a men's room in 
Plant Science “plants rule, animals drool "

"I couldn't express my sentiments bet
ter,’ Niklas had deadpanned before a 
bunch of students, many who had come 
because their friends recommended this 
nonrequired class as a real kick

in the field, tiie laboratory, and die class
room, Niklas uses the next 12 weeks to make 
this point: that—with the exception of ther
mal vents deep in the ocean floor—the whole 
world runs on sun power and plant life

"Most students don’t fully appreciate that 
all ecosystems are based on plant life." 
Niklas explains "Plants capture sunlight and 
convert sunlight mto chemical energy, which 
is the basis of ail foods on this planet."

Not only are many students clueless on 
this point, but most don’t even know what 
a plant is, let alone that we share a com
mon cell structure. So that's where Niklas 
starts, by defining plants as pliotosynthet- 
ic eukaryotes (Because we have cells con
taining nuclei and organelles, we are 
eukaryotes, too.) Yet what sets plants 
apart from animals is a supreme self-suffi
ciency. Unlike us, plants can manufacture 
their own living substances—carbohy
drates, proteins, and lipids—which are 
produced using water and carbon dioxide 
in the presence of light and chlorophyll.

Plants are startling in other ways. They 
can. for example, move. Holding a 9-foot- 
long branch of Adan/us altissima (the tree 
that grew in Brooklyn, according to the 

Ever on the lookout for new material, Niklas opened the first lecture 
by quoting what he had read on the wall of a men‘s room in 

Plant Science: “plants rule, animals drool."

famous book). Niklas points overhead to a 
slide showing the two flagella that 
Paridon na uses to swim toward the light. 
They can be tiny; in fact, the architecture 
of a freshwater diatome cell wall is so pre
cise it is used to calibrate the most expen
sive optical microscopes made. They can 
be really, really long—the great Pacific 
kelps grow 50 meters in one year And they 
can weigh a lot. too. The trunk alone of a 
83-meter-tall redwood, Sequoia semper 
virens, tops 600 tons.

"Jurassic Park is a bunch of hooey," 
Niklas scoffs, building his case The largest 
dinosaur that ever existed is believed to 
have weighed a middling 8 tons.1"

Not only are plants bigger than the 
biggest animals, but longer lived—much 
longer. Plants were here evolving more 
than 450 million years ago. And some, like 
Pinus longaeva trees, live more than 5,000 
years

Niklas, who first trained as a mathemati
cian and wrote "the book" on plant bio
mechanics (using engineering principles 
to understand the relationship between 

plant form and function) wants to get 
across that there is practically nothing in 
biology that isn't there for a reason. The 
veins that so artfully decorate a leaf are 
actually plumbing, a means of transporting 
food and water into and out of the plant's 
photosynthetic factory.

"You can get through biology by just 
memorizing, but that isn’t going to give you 
joy," Niklas says. The joy comes from 
understanding the relationship between the 
way something looks and how it functions.’

Take the rhizome. Students first 
encounter the rhizome during the field trip 
to Ringwood Ponds. Niklas puts down the 
plastic tub and directs the group's atten
tion over his left shoulder to the hundreds 
of brown hot-dog-shaped seed clusters 

swaying in the breeze behind him—Typha 
latifolia They are, he says, merely the bp 
of the iceberg, that the masses of leaves 
and flower stalks are interconnected by 
very thick horizontal stems that grow in 
the mucky bottom of the pond and send 
shoots upward from their sides.

"What you’re looking at is most assured
ly not more than two individual plants,’ 
Niklas vows. "1 can say this absolutely 
because when 1 began teaching this course 
22 years ago, that's all there were. Now 
they nearly girdle the sunny shoreline’

hi the next 90 minutes, as Niklas intro
duces the vegetative “cast of characters" 
that have successively colonized first the 
wet then the dry areas around the ponds, 
students will hear reference to the rhi- 
zomitous growth habit again and again. 
Fossil remains of horsetails, Equisetum 
arvense. show their rhizomes to be up to 
1-1/2 meters in diameter and many kilo
meters in length! Other plants with these 
growth habits are the sensitive fem. 
Onoclea sensibilis, and the lycopod. 
Lycopodium obscurum By the time the stu-

dents tromp back to the bus. it seems that 
they have always known this subterranean 
method of vegetative growth. i

At one point the talk turns to bark, to the 
beautiiul horizontal markings that <UsUtv 1 
guish Prunus serotina. the line-gralne<i ’ 
hardwood so valued for furniture These 
lenticels on the black cherry tree are how 
the tree breathes!

Niklas was the person who first showed 
the mechanical function of bark. For hun
dreds of years conventional wisdom held 
that this protective outer covering was 
analogous to human skin, serving as little 
more than an insulating barrier that keeps 
unwanted liquids and organisms out and 
its own fluids in. Turns out bark helps hold 
the tree up by providing rigidity that also 
resists twisting in heavy wind. Engineers 
called upon these same principles when 
they “invented” the I-beam

Niklas wasn't popular when his paper 
The mechanical role of bark" first appear
ed in the American Journal of Botany in 
1999. Such are the discoveries that put fire 
in teaching.

“Many times our students, because they 
are at a major research institution, are the 
first to hear news like this." Niklas points 
out. They're in a very privileged place in 
the world."

Winter

Th* Dangers of Using Common 
Nomas of Plants
Niklas inveighs against learning plants by 
their common names.

“1 don’t want you to use common 
names, not because I’m a mean, nasty old 
man. I am, but that’s not why Tm doing 
this," he tells students. "Rather, it’s 
because some plants have three or four 
different common names used in different 
parts of the world." Take Acer pensylvan- 
icum of which Ithaca's famous restaurant 
Moosewood takes its name. It is also 
known at striped maple. Not to speak of 
the fact that there are 150 species of 
maples in the world
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The Man Behind 
Soymilk’s Success 
Winston Lo MS '67 is chairman of Vitasoy International, 
a food processing company that sells soymilk and soy foods 
in 26 countries

‘As you mature, as lime changes, you approach the same things from 
different angles; and this is what makes life interesting," Lo soys

E
very morning Winston Lo MS '67 
makes himself a latte. Half coffee. 
Half soymilk. With it comes the taste 
of triumph. And of surprise.

For more than 2,000 years. Chinese peo
ple have enjoyed the taste and health ben
efits of foods made from soybeans When 
Lo was a child growing up in post-World 
War 11 Hong Kong, tofu and cooked and 
fermented soybeans were main course 
staples. His father, Lo Kwee Seong, the 
founder of the food processor Vitasoy 
International Holding. Ltd., wanted to pop
ularize soymilk as a healthful and eco
nomical alternative to dairy milk. He was 
convinced it could become the "cow of 
China."

But the first day his father tried to sell it, 
he could unload a mere nine bottles. The 
taste left something to be desired.

"While soymilk is very rich in protein 
and other nutrients, it had a quite unusu
al. beany taste." says Lo, who, although he 
had hoped to become a lawyer, joined the 
family business at the urging of his father 
who believed the company needed more 
technical expertise.

When Lo was an undergrad studying 
food science at the University of Illinois, 
Keith Steinkraus. a microbiologist at the 
New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station at Geneva who was very taken 
with soymilk, recruited him as a graduate 
student.

“The beany taste was a natural conse
quence of the extraction and oxidation of 
soy oil," Lo explains. So he spent two 
years developing a novel, high-yielding 
process that produced soymilk with a 
more pleasing taste.

Today soymilk is popular not only as a 
substitute for milk, but also is a top-selling 
soft drink in Hong Kong, second only to 
Coke. And its popularity is spreading 
around the world: 1-1/2 million individual 

containers of Vitasoy soymilk are sold in 
26 countries every day.

That the beverage has become so pop
ular outside of Asia is where the surprise 
comes in.

He spent two years developing a 
novel, high-yielding process that 
produced soymilk with a more 

pleasing taste.

"As you mature, as time changes, you 
approach the same things from different 
angles; and this is what makes life inter
esting." Lo says He cites exercise as one 
example. Once an avid marathon runner, 
Lo now takes pleasure in less vigorous 
sports such as hiking in Scotland. Europe, 
and the United States.

“It is a way of appreciating the different 
facets of how the body changes with age," 
Losays

Soymilk is another.
"We would never have expected the cur

rent Interest in the healtlvgiving proper
ties of soybeans," says Lo. referring to 
isoflavin, a plant estrogen. The Chinese 
have known for a long time that soybeans 
contained a substance that revives the 
liveliness of individuals," Lo says. “They 
just couldn’t pinpoint through science 
why it is so beneficial."

Advances in our understanding of the 
effect of diet on disease and longevity 
have gained favor for what Lo refers to as 
the "Oriental diet." And one of its main
stays is foods derived from soybeans.

Throughout his career with Vitasoy, first 
in its product development division and 
now as chairman, Lo says the person who 
has most influenced his life is his wife, 
Jeanette. Together they reared two daugh

ters. Joy 93 and May '97. who they hope 
will someday join the family business.

"Jeanette has been a most accommo
dating and understanding person," says 
Lo of his wife, who returned to her career 

Lo's Gifts of Time and Funds Make a 
Difference to Students

G
ene German, professor emeritus in the Department of Applied Economics 
and Management, is grateful for the time Lo has spent teaching students and 
opening doors for them. "Winston was a guest speaker in my Food Industry 
Management Class on several occasions. We used the Vitasoy case study as the basis 

for discussion. Winston was excellent as a presenter and encouraged questions from 
the students. His presentation was always one of the highlights of my class." German 
says.

He goes on: “When I conducted a study of ‘Supermarket Development in China' in 
1995 with three of my graduate students, we started in Hong Kong when- Winston 
opened many doors for us and helped make the research project a success. He put us 
in touch with government officials in mainland China as well as key business leaders'

Catheryn Obem, director of international affairs in Cornell's Division of Alumni 
Affairs and Development, gives these words of praise to Winston Lo's involvement 
as a volunteer with the university: "Winston Lo is one of those extraordinary volun
teers who reminds me that what starts as a good experience as a student at Cornell 
can grow very naturally into a life-long relationship here Winston has given himself 
to Cornell in so many ways. He's given his time and expertise on the Cornell 
University Council and the Advisory Council for the Institute of Food Science in 
CALS; he’s given as a parent of two Cornell undergraduates, he’s given me guidance 
as I work with alumni in Hong Kong, and he's given financial support for graduate 
education here."

Richard Durst, chair of the Department of Food Science and Technology at the 
New York State Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva, says. "In 1994. Winston Lo 
established the Vitasoy and Lo Fellowship in Food Science at the Geneva experiment 
station with a generous endowment, and the interest income from this fund provides 
support for a graduate student in my department. As Mr. Lo stated when he pre
sented this endowment, When 1 attended Cornell, 1 was given an assistantship of 
$2,000 annually to complete my two-year master’s program.... This is a small token 
of gratitude for my opportunity to attend Cornell and do research at Geneva on 
soymilk.' His generosity has assisted several graduate students in receiving their 
Ph.D. s. Thus, his 'small token’ has already had a significant impact on the lives and 
careers of these outstanding students."

as a financial analyst when their daugh
ters came to Cornell. “She has supported 
me to carry on with what I am doing very 
effectively."

Melia Wimer

Cornell Agriculturists and Alumni Named to 
Clinton Advisory Panel

W
ith the 2002 farm bill looming on the congressional horizon. US. Senator Hillary 
Rodham Clinton (DKY.) selected three prominent Cornell agriculturists and 
several alumni of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences for her new agri
cultural advisory group

The group, which consists of a broad spectrum of leaders in New York farming, was 
formed to enhance direct contact and communication with the senator's staff about 
improving agriculture and rural economic development.

Among the 20 advisers are Susan A. Henry, the Ronald P. Lynch Dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences; James E. Hunter, an associate dean of the college and direc
tor of the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva, N.Y; and Cathieen 
Shells '89, director of Cornell's New York FarmNet program.

Cornell alumni In the group include: Jerry Cosgrove ’81. of American Farmland Trust; 
John Fessenden '85. of Northeast Dairy Producers Association; Irwin Davis '64. of the 
Metropolitan Development Authority; Diane Eggert '79, of Farmers Market Federation of 
New York; George Lamont '57 of the New York State Apple industry; and New York State 
Assemblyman Bill Magee '61 (D-lllth Dist).

“I want to make certain that our national agriculture policy helps keep New York’s 
(arms productive and profitable, our landscape beautiful and open, and our natural 
resources abundant and protected. The advisory group . . will help me do just that," 
Clinton said

Working with the Clinton staff to assemble the advisory group has been Lee Telega a 
senior extension associate in animal science at Cornell who works with the university’s 
Pro-Dairy program. Telega has received a six-month congressional fellowship in Clinton's 
office.

In addition to examining the economic development of New York’s agriculture and its 
rural communities, the advisory group will identify New York initiatives to be included 
in the new farm bill. The advisory group also will assist the senator in identifying out
reach and research needs of the state’s agricultural industry.

At the group's first meeting, Clinton sought information on milk marketing and the 
dairy compact, farm profitability, and the need for value-added products in New York 
State,

Blaine P Friedhnder, Jr

Correction
A headline in the August issue of ALS News incorrectly identified Dan Decker’s new 
position. It should have said that Decker is the college's new associate dean and 
director of the Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Station.



Gene 
Decoder

For Steven Tanksley, the biggest surprise 
revealed by genomics research is that all 

things have more similarities than 
differences

f Steven Tanksley had his way. our diet 
would be a lot wilder. We re not talking 
about hyped-up chili sauces, but rather 
fingertip-sized berries that grow abun
dantly in the Arizona desert. Berries? 
“Right now the strategy for how people 

feed themselves relies on the 30 plant 
species our ancestors gave us fortuitous
ly." says Tanksley of the mere 1/100 of 1 
percent of the 300,000 plant species that 
grow worldwide. “We take this select few 
and plant them everywhere. Then to 
make them give us what we want—say a 
Beefsteak tomato—we spray them so 
they will be resistant to pests and we 
modify the environment to their liking."

■'We’re going to find to our 
dismay or to our enlightenment 

that dogs and cats and mice 
have the same basic abilities— 
to think and perhaps to have a 

conscience—just like u>e do 
because we ‘ve inherited these 

from a common basis," 
Tanksley says.

Instead, why not capitalize on what 
thrives naturally right in our own back
yards. be that desert or marshland?

That's impossible, you might counter. 
Didn’t it take our ancestors millions of 
years to domesticate wild plants? Yes, 
because they didn't know the genetic 
secret of turning a hard, green, seed-filled 
berry into a juicy red vegetable big 
enough to drape over a burger. But 
Tanksley does.

The road that led him to becoming one 
of the world's foremost plant geneticists 
began in his mother's garden, high in the 
Rocky Mountains. Right from the start, 
vegetables were what enchanted him.

“When you’re a kid. if you’re interested 
in plants, you grow them, look at them, 
and touch them, but you have no idea 
that you can set up an experiment—ask a 
question about how a plant does some
thing and get back an answer." recalls 
Tanksley, the Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Professor of Plant Breeding.

That was before he met the exception
ally “weird-looking’' barley plant, he says. 
At the time. Tanksley was a premed 
major at Colorado State University. 
Cytogeneticist Takumi Tauchlya chose 
him (to this day Tanksley doesn’t know 
why) from among 16 other applicants to 
work in his lab. Tauchiya was trying to fig
ure out what caused the barley to be so 
misshapen. They ran a series ol experi
ments together and discovered the cul
prit a single gene mutation that most 
likelv interfered with photosynthesis

The process was a real eye-opener, 
enough to convince Tanksley that he 
could make a living pursuing a passion

ate hobby. But what clinched it for this 
budding research scientist came his first 
year in grad school when he devised an 
experiment to figure out which genes 
encoded a specific enzyme in tomatoes.

“I remember looking at the patterns on 
the gel and suddenly realizing that I was 
the first person to view this knowledge 
and that I could go and tell other people 
about it," Tanksley recalls. “Before, I had 
always read knowledge in books and sud
denly here was a book that hadn't been 
written yet that I could contribute to."

Now we find Tanksley with 150 scien
tific papers and a 2-inch-thick dossier of 
press clippings to his credit, all on work 
related to natural variation in plants and 
their relationship to their wild ancestors. 
When it comes to specific questions. 
Tanksley chooses whoppers, such as 
what genes are responsible for resist
ance (a plant's ability to protect itself 
from Insects and diseases) and for 
domestication (the genetic modifications 
that transform inedible plant parts into 
foods humans can consume). Too. he 
has figured out how breeders—without 
resorting to genetically modified organ
isms—can capture useful genes from 
plants that still grow in the wild.

Along the way there have been many 
surprises, but one has been a real shock
er: that all living things have more com
monalities than differences.

Twenty years ago Tanksley was as con
vinced as the next person that because 
plant and animal species liad evolved so 
differently, taking a gene from one and put
ting it in another would be like taking a 
part from a bicycle and putting it in a 
Ferrari, and it would screw up the works. 
But the discovery of techniques for 
cloning and manipulating genes has 
proven otherwise Tanksley's own work in 
comparative genomics uses the weed, 
Ambidopsis, a small mustard relative for 
which the DNA sequence has been recent
ly completed, as the model for crop plant 
genetics.

Earlier It would have been unthinkable 
that Arabidopsis could have anything to 
do with soybeans, because the plants 
don't look anything alike nor do they 
grow in the same places. Likewise, a sci
entist would have been deemed crazy

Agriculture and the Life Sciences
Are Inextricably Linked

O
ften people think that there's agriculture and then there's the life sciences, 
without realizing that what's happening in life sciences now will be a foun
dation for the agriculture of the future. Steven Tanksley wants it made 

clear that genomics is not some strictly academic enterprise, but rather it will 
irrevocably impact all the disciplines in the college.

What's more, the future of the college—where it stands in the world and who it 
attracts to work and train here—will be hugely impacted by how the university 
supports the life sciences.

“The life sciences aren't a corruption of agriculture, they are the enabler of what 
agriculture will be." Tanksley says. “If we re not great in the life sciences, we can't 
be a great college ol agriculture anymore."

WORKING WITH EVOLUTION: Tanksley asks, 'Why not take plants that are 
already adapted to their environments fhrougn thousands or millions of years of evolution 
and have them produce useful foods for humans? Thus, in the next 100 years, we might 
create a new set of domesticated plants, instead of limiting ourselves to the 30 or so 
species we now use

were he or she to predict that the mouse 
and human genomes are so similar that 
the rodent would be the species of choice 
for learning about human disease

Tanksley predicts that these shared 
genes among species are going to yield a 
lot more surprises.

“We're going to find to our dismay or to 
our enlightenment that dogs and cats and 
mice have the same basic abilities—to 
think and perhaps to have a conscience— 
just like we do because we've inherited 
these from a common basis." he says. 
“Our view of life will change from being 
species centered, especially human cen
tered. to having a more dispersed model 
of the value of life."

He explains further, "Through millions 
of years of evolution, nature has fallen 
back on very old themes. You and I may 
look different than a chipmunk or a chiin- 
panzee. but basically the same set of 
themes enable us to see, smell, and think."

These are heady times for a mid-career 
plant biologist with many an experiment 
ahead. Tanksley was bom in perfect sync 
with the greatest period of discovery 
about the life sciences. Most revolutions, 
he points out, span a century or two, but 
the genomics revolution will have taken 
place in just a few decades—beginning 
with discoveries made during the years 
while he was in graduate school

"It’s a great privilege," he says, “to be 
alive at this incredible moment"

Metta Winter

The Mind Behind the 
Think Tank /

B
ack tn 1997. Ronnie Cottman PhD
’71. then the college's director ot \ 
research, called together 10 (acuity I 

members who knew something big 
was happening in biology and also 
knew that Cornell wasn't positioned to 
be in the center of it.

“We wanted to be in the parade, not 
watching it," Tanksley recalls.

Today Cornell is the leading institu
tion in plant proteomics, which is the 
basis tor understanding how genes, 
which encode proteins, make plants 
into what they are. It's just one of many 
successes of the Cornell Genomics 
Initiative, for which Tanksley has 
served as chair and has devoted one- 
third of his time since 1997.

He's been the strategic thinker as 
well as the catalyst. He brought bright 
people together, short cutting red tape 
and getting the job done.

Yet Tanksley’s most outstanding con
tribution has been a philosophical one 
in recognizing that the great discover
ies can only come through networks of 
collaborators.

“The model of individuals working in 
isolation in laboratories separated by 
departments and colleges worked well 
when biology was a cottage industry," 
Tanksley explains “In those days one 
person could do everything: manipu
late the system, do basic calculations 
and statistics, and write a paper. No 
more." Now a plant biologist works 
with a chemist and a mathematician

But what about the intuitive part?
“There's a lot to scientific reasoning, 

to deductive reasoning, but at every 
point there's a spark of intuition," 
Tanksley says. “It's always been like a 
replenishing spring, something that 
guides me."

Melia Winter

For more Information on 
genomics research at Corneil, 
go to www.genomics.comefi.edu

http://www.genomics.comefi.edu


ALUMNI NOTES
Gt*orgc L Richardson 39, MS '41 of Baldwin. NY., 
is ret I red and writes that a scries ol strokes over the 
years have erased years of his memory

David M Rice BS '51, MEd '60 ol Wysox. Pa, Is a 
counselor at the Susquehanna County Career 
Technology Center He was the recipient of the ALS 
Outstanding Alumni Award In 2000

Alfred H. Hicks '62, MBA 63 of Westbury. NY. 
received the Gold Medal ol Horticulture Award 
from lhe New York State Nursery/Landscape 
Association lor Ids contribution to horticulture 
Hicks Is the fifth generation of the Hicks family to 
run Hicks Nurseries He joined the family business 
In 1963 and has transformed the nursery Into a 
major garden retail center He and his wile. Marilyn 
(AAS '62). have three children and three grandchiF

James H. Wyche '65 ol Tougaloo, Miss . lias been 
named Interim president at Tougaloo College In 
Jackson. Miss Wyche previously served as provost 
at Brown University since 1991.
Earl P. Ainsworth *69 of Princeton. NJ., has been 
named new CEO for an on-line university lor agri 
culture called Norman Borlaug University, named 
for the winner of the 1970 Nobel Prize and socalled 
lather of the Green Revolution Ainsworth was the 
former editor ol Farm Journal magazine

Cranberries. Inc Kress was previously president <4 
Seneca Foods Corporation In Marion, N.Y.
Peter C. Wakeman 74 ol Buffalo. N.Y. recently 
sold Great Harvest Bread Co, the largest whole 
wheat bakery franchising company in the US., to a 
North Carolina-based Investment group Great 
Harvest Bread Co., which Is headquartered In 
Dillon, Mont. operates 200 franchise stores In 34 
stales Wakeman took over a falling bakery and 
turned It Into a successful (rancise business
Ronald Killian MPS 75 of Newton. Mass . Is man 
ager ol environmental |x-rmlts and procedures lor 
the Boston Central Artery Tunnel project, the 
largest public works project In US history He and 
his wile. Carol, have two children. Sliosliana AAS 
98 and Mark
Michael Gary Stepanovich 76 of Yardley, Penn, 
lias been named president ol Environment One 
Corporation, a manulac hirer and provider ol prod 
ucts and service* lor tlx- disposal of residential 
sanitary waste, as well as detection system* lor the 
protection of hlglevalue electric utility equipment
Helen Turiey 76 of Calistoga. Calll. was listed as 
one ol the "wizards of wine" In a recent Issue of 
Business Week Turiey not only run* a wine con
sulting firm, but also, with her spouse, John 
Wet la ul er. owns a vineyard (Mar. assin label) In 
Sonoma County The couple also plans to open a 
winery In the near future

197Os
Richard E. Dunn 70 ol Saratoga Springs, NY. was 
elected to the board ol directors of United 
Methodist Health and Housing, the jrarent corpora
tion of Wesley Health Care Center and Its affiliates 
Dunn is vice president of Distribution Services lor 
Stewart's Shops and served in the US. Army a* a 
captain
John R. Baylis 71 ol Cassville. N Y.. I* a retired high 
sctMMil agriculture teacher and runs a small home 
tann He and his wile. Judy, spend winters In 
tjeesburg, Fla., and have three children and one 
grandchild

I Rieke A. Kress 73 ol Wisconsin Rapids. Wise . was
1 named president and CEO ol Northland

198Os
Jennifer Abbott MPS '81 of Anclxirage. Alaska. Is 
the director ol WOMENJIund, a program that 
began In 1994. which offers business training class 
es to everyone, regardless of gender, looking to 
start or grow a small business Abbott Is ImmedF 
ate past president ol the Cornell Club of Alaska aixl 
continues to be an active alumni volunteer.
Rhonda M Medow. '82 of Tallahassee. Fla., is 
Florida's secretary of the Agency for Health Care 
Administration, which handles Florida's *10 billion 
Medicaid program, regulates 19,000 health care 
facilities and 32 health maintenance organizations, 
and handles a wide variety ol other healthcare 
related issues.
Alan Scalia '85 ol Mobile. Ala., Is chief meteorolo
gist at the CBS affiliate. WKRG-TV. In Mobile He 
recently completed a scries of educational weath 
er videos called Wi-offier Smart This series of 10 
videos covers all the facets of weather for grades 
3-8.
Chrtalopber J. New -86 ol University Park, Fla, 
was named chief marketing officer and vice presF 
dent of strategy at Galaxy Nutritional Foods He 
prevkxisly worked with TrofXcana and Mott's USA. 
a division ol Cadbury Schweppes, where he was 
responsible lor the marketing ol the company's

David N. Armour 92 of New York. NY, Is execu
tive producer of King World Productions' Die 
Ananda Lewi* Show, a new. dally syndicated talk 
show Following graduation. Armour began hi* 
career as associate producer ol Viacom 
Productions' The Montcl Williams' Show, among 
others.
< hrtstliui M Flnnenm '92 of Syracuse. NY, Is 
starting her first year of a PhD program at 
Syracuse University's School of Information 
Studies Her area ol Interest I* Information storage, 
retrieval, and associated meta data
Chart?* L Parmele '93 ol Annapolis. Md, I* a 
pediatrician with Annapolis Pediatrics Parmele 
received his MD degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania In 1997 He cixnpleted his |x-dlatrl< 
residency al the Children's Hos|Mtal In Pittsburgh 
In 2000, followed by a year as chief resident He 
and his wife, Kathy, have a son. Alexl
Gene Baustixi MPS '96 ol Watkins Glen, N Y, Is the 
co-founder and campaign director of Fann 
Sanctuary, a national (arm animal protection 
organization More Information visit wwwfreefar 
manlmalsorg
Bridget D. Lowell '96 ol Greensboro, N.C , has 
been named press secretary to Representative 
David Price (DN.C.). Lowell previously was a 
reporter lor five years at WXLV-TV In Winston- 
Salem. N C Willie In college, slie spent a semester 
In D C working lor CNN
John Pifanowskl MS '96, PhD 99 ol Ithaca. NY. 
has been named men's basketball coach at 
Tompkins Cortland Community College (TC3) 
Wlille coaching at Schenectady County 
Community College, he designed and adminis
tered a mentoring and tutoring program lor the 
athletic program lhe program increased the aca
demic success rate tram 14 to 92 percent In one 
year
Cynthia S. Ferrante MIA '97 ol Washington, DC, 
is the owner of a small landsca|x? design practice 
called Cynthia Fcrranto Landscape Design
Erin Whittv 97 of Beaver Creek. Ohio, received 
her veterinary degree from Ohio State In June 2001 
and practices In her hometown
Jemir* K Wang *98 of Boynton Beach. Fla., was 
recently promoted to portfolio manager at Brown 
Brothers Harriman, a private bank In Palin Beach
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Jean Louise Benjamin '00 of Cambridge, Mass . 
completed a client/server development program 
at Boston University and is now looking lor a pro 
grammlng job In the Boston area
Celia Cameron 00 ol Goshen, N.Y.. works with 
Marcus Evans In conference production and is 
"toying with moving back to Ithaca."
Lauren Sanden 00 ol San Francisco. Calif , is a 
graduate student at the University ol San
Francisco and works In the Cornell Western 
Regional Office
Erica Chatfield 01 ol Medford. Mass. Is working 
in molecular pathology at Massachusetts General 
Hospital, studying breast cancer
Randall W. Ransom 01 ol Edison. NJ . is attend
ing veterinary school

flagshlji business
Steven Z. Ha^a* '87 ol Edgerton. 
Wise. was apiKiinted president of 
Knight Financial Products. LLC, 
the options market-making sub
sidiary of Knight Trading Group 
Hajas previously was with 
Arbltrade Holdings LLC, a propri
etary trading partnership and 
hedge fund based In Minneapolis 
and Kessler Asher Clearing. LP
Robert C. Fenner '88 of 
Syracuse, N Y. Is vice president 
for government banking with BSB 
Bank A Trust. He Is also a mem
ber of the New York State 
Government Finance Officers 
Association and the Association 
of School Business Officials
Loub Sachetti 89 ol Cortland. 
N.Y, owns D & L Landscaping and 
is married with three children
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Faculty Obituaries
Milton Leonard Scott PhD '45, Jacob Gould Schurman Professor of 
Nutrition Emeritus, died July 11,2001. He was 86.

Scott was in the Department of Poultry Science and was chair of the 
department from 1976 to 1979, when he retired. In addition to teaching, 
he conducted nutrition research, primarily of poultry but also of swine, 
fish, and humans His research included studies of pernicious anemia, 
muscular dystrophy, and many of the essential vitamins.

He wrote four books, contributed chapters for 11 books, and published 
more than 250 articles in scientific journals and as many in publications 
for animal feed industries. Scott received 10 awards for Outstanding 
Research in Nutrition, and was the major professor for more than 50 
candidates for PhDs or MS degrees.

Peter L Steponkus, the Liberty Hyde Bailey Professor of Crop 
Physiology, died July 14. He was 59.

Steponkus rose through the professorial ranks at Cornell, starting in 
1968 and culminating in his appointment in 1987 as Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Professor in the former Department of Agronomy, now the Department 
of Crop and Soil Sciences.

An international authority on environmental stress physiology of plant 
and animal systems, his research focused on Iow4em|>erature biology 
(cryobiology) for the study of cold acclimation and freezing injury of 
herbaceous plant species and the development of procedures for the cry
opreservation of biological tissues.

Steponkus served on numerous editorial Ixiards. held many positions 
in the Society of Cryobiology, and had been an invited speaker at numer
ous national and international meetings.



Undergrad Research
Takes Wing

Butterflies have captivated Akita Kawahara since he was 
a young boy. Now, as a senior in the college, he Is 
mapping out the evolutionary relationships of snout 
butterflies. Kawahara is one of many undergraduates 
in the college who are doing real research.

PURSUIT OF TRUTH: Butterflies beauty and their four life stages have captured the interest of Akilo Kawahara. who is looking at the subtle variations 
in the wing patterns of snout butterflies to identify species and chart an evolutionary tree

F
or Akito Kawahara, it all began 
with a butterfly net. "When I 
was about 4 or 5 and living in 
Japan, my father bought me a 
butterfly net." Kawahara 

remembers. "He gave me this net, we went 
out, and it all started from there. At first 1 
was just running around catching whatev
er I could catch, and from then on, I got 
into getting books and trying to look for
rare things. I started my own collection, 
and it went on like that. In high school I 
decided I wanted to study butterflies pro
fessionally. as a career"

Kawahara isn’t just catching butterflies 
now—he’s describing them, constructing 
distribution maps of them, and trying to 
understand their evolutionary relation
ships He’s a senior entomology major and 
through one ol the numerous possibilities 
for undergraduate research opportunities 
in the college, he’s well on his way to 

establishing that career.
Students immersed in research appreci

ate the valuable and challenging experi
ences it brings, and are often able to target 
their projects to their particular interests

Kawahara is a senior, but is delaying his

tionary relationships of the snout 

butterflies.
Why the butterfly’’

"It’s several things." 
Kawahara 
says. "One 
of them, 

obviously, is 
beauty They’re 

very beautiful and 
interesting. There's 

graduation so that he can finish his cur
rent project, the study of the evolu

still a lot unknown about them. It’s not just 
the adult stage that's interesting—they go 
through four life stages, from the egg to 
adult, and every stage is very different. I 
really enjoy rearing them and watching 
them go through these stages."

Kawahara is using the comparative mor
phology (differences in physical structure 
or features) of over 1000 specimens of 
these butterflies to construct a phyloge
ny—an evolutionary tree—which will 
present a hypothesis to explain the geo
graphical distribution of the snout butter
flies. The 12 species of the snout butterfly 

Between a third and a half of the students do independent 
research for credit during their time at the college, 
not including students who gain experience 

by working for pay on a research project.

have distributions that span continents, 
and some are native to just a few small 
Pacific islands. The snout butterflies are 
unique because their labial palpi are pro
jected into extremely long “snouts."

“Basically, there are these 12 species, 
and nobody knows how they’re all relat
ed," says Kawahara. who has Ix-en looking 
at subtle variations in the patterns on the 
wings to identify some species. “If 1 can 
come up with an evolutionary tree, I can 
try to understand how they evolved anti 
how their distribution came about."

Kawahara’s faculty research adviser and 
mentor, entomology professor Quentin 
Wheeler, adds that Kawahara is also a 
superb illustrator and young field biolo
gist. In addition. Kawahara photographs 
butterflies, and an exhibit featuring his 

work was displayed this spring at the 
Library of Entomology in Comstock Hall.

The number of undergraduate students 
involved in research with a faculty mentor 
is growing, says Donald Viands, associate 
director of academic programs for the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
He says his rough estimate is that cur
rently between a third and a half of the 
students do independent research for 
credit during their time at the college, not 
including students who gain experience 
by working for pay on a research project.

Viands says that a broad expanse of 

research goes on by students in the col
lege. “We have the social sciences, biologi
cal sciences, nutritional sciences—there 
are just tremendous opportunities "

The benefits of research work to the 
undergraduates are numerous

“It gives them experience in what the 
research process is all about." Viands 
says. Research experiences also help the 
students get a feel for whether or not 
research is something they want to pursue 
for their own career.

Students interested in research opportu
nities can pursue research for credit, for 
pay. or through one of the college's or 
Cornell’s honors programs. In nearly all 
cases, a student needs to identify a profes
sor who will be a mentor for the research.

A few specialized programs within the

idential Research

college and Cornell offer additional 
re-search opportunities to 
undergraduates

The Cornell Pres

Scholars program, a 
universitywide program, 
“is really a cream-of-the- 
crop program." Viands says.
“It’s about attracting students who have 
research experience and who have inter
est in doing research when they come 
here." As of spring 2001. there were 73 
ALS students who were Cornell 
Presidential Research Scholars out of a
total of about 300 at Cornell.

The research honors program within 
the college itself is another source of 
opportunities. Of the nine ALS program 
areas, each has a committee that runs 
individual divisions of the program Most 
students begin the process by the spring 
semester of their junior year, finding a 
mentor to work with and filling out a two- 
page application. Students need to have a 
minimum 55 credits at Cornell to get into 
the program, and they need to have a 
minimum grade point average of 3.0 going 
into the program, which they have to 
maintain to graduate with "distinction 
with honors." 

“All of these programs provide an 
opportunity for a student to become very 
familiar with a faculty member it’s also a 
fantastic resource for recommendations."
Viands says.

Joe vV.ienskv
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New Development Liaison for ALS Alumni 
Association Board of Directors

T
homas K. 'Tom’ 
Jeffers '63 lias 
accepted Dean 
Susan Henry's Invita

tion to serve as the 
development liaison to 
the ALS Alumni 
Association board of 
directors. Jeffers brings 
years of Cornell volun

teer experience to this new assignment, 
both in alumni affairs and development 
work. He has a long history with the ALS 
Alumni Association, having served as 
board secretary from 1996-2000. He has 
also been the Midwest regional director 
and served on the Outstanding Alumni 
Awards Committee. Jeffers is also a cur
rent member of the Cornell University 
Council and was a regional director for the 
Cornell Alumni Federation. In addition to 
these activities, he is a member of 
Cornell's Institute for Food Science.

Under Jeffers's leadership as chair of 
the Awards Committee, a faculty/staff 
award was established, and the decision 
process was refined. More recently, his

ALS Alumni Make the Call for
Cornell

E
very year nearly 600 Cornell alumni volunteer to lead annual fund drives on behalf 
of the university. They serve as regional Tower Club committee members, Reunion 
campaign volunteers, and regional phonathon callers. These efforts are among the 
most important In generating unrestricted support for Cornell and its colleges. We would 

like to salute the 95 A1.S alumni (listed below) who undertook leadership roles last year 
and/or have committed to a role In 2002 (as of September 30. 2001). Thank you!

Claire M Ackerman 01

CharlmM Andolo'65 
Staphon B Aihtoy 62
Florence D Bank '65 
Donald Barnes'43
Frederick I Baflenfeld '70
Marc A Beoubeu 91
Jennifer G Berger '91 
Jordan S Berlin 74 
Enc D Beftnger '86 
Ru*> L Bleyfa '62
Either Sawn BondareH '37 
Howard Borkon '81
MorkH Brandt'86
Robert C Brandl '51 
Wiliam B Bnggs '76
Rchord D Bulman '56 
leonlda M Bake 74
Koren W Carter-94
Jennifer I Carsvnght ‘01 
Robert R Colbert Jr 71 
Nathan T Cornel '01 
Peter H Coors'69
KafaanneE Costa '01 
Thomas I Cummings 75
Hermon C Demme '50
Alexander Charles Dt Bacegke '97 
Coral L Dorge 75
Elizabeth R Earner 98 
Cayenne M Ermfer %
Chnsnna M. FeJe '96 
Cheryl Parks Fronds 76
Edward W Gallagher '84 
RyanGafean 93

R Gamble'91
J. Goetzmom '86

Lawrence W Gorchman 66 
Rebekah S Gordon '00 
Mitchel K Green '87

See* T Greene 00 
Jormano AArra Hoetcr '99 
Susan R Hofcday '77 
J Mchoel Hofcnay 73 
leskoC Hulcoop 76 
Corl T Johnson '60 
Timcxhy L Kone '84 
Ewher H Kang '96 
lym I Kuney 74 
DandA Kurtz'91 
RossP lonzafame 77 
Trtno K lee 01 
EkzobethH Lerst Ol 
Ke* F lender 'Pl 
Gerald P linsner '58 
Rchard M. lockwood 66 
Robert E lynk'54 
Mchoel R Makar ‘57 
Kevin R Molchoff 74 
Anfaorry Vctar Mangascr'97 
Ronald M Mateo ‘96 
Bernard Mayrsohn 45 
laurey G. Mogf 76 
Nancy C Neuman 90 
Richord C Perkins '61 
Jamie Piatt lyons '89 
Robert M Querxer'59 
Nadia Robertson 01 
John D Roche '81 
Ceko E Rodee '81 
Carol Bocote Rosenberger '86 
Pad D Rubocha 72 
Joanna I Somuefacn '01 
M-choelC Schder '86 
J David Schrrw* '55 
Julio M Schnuck '70 
Stephane S Schwartz 96 
Brian P Schwinn '86 
PaufC Sefcw'80

College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences Development Staff
Anne DiGiacomo Benedict '80 
Director of Development 
Phone: 607-255-7833
E-mail: adb7@comell.edu 

Please feel free to contact Anne or Ben if you have questions 
to the college

input on the Alumni Associations 
Membership Committee has helped 
shape policies and set goals that have 
accounted for continued growth in alum
ni memberships. He was instrumentalin 
keeping Midwestern ALS alumni connect
ed to the university through events he 
organized and hosted. Jeffers also has 
encouraged student involvement with 
alumni and has helped establish an 
Internship program in the Department of 
Animal Science with Elanco. where he 
served as research director until his 

retirement last year.
Jeffers and his wife, Gretchen, have 

recently moved back near his childhood 
home in Skaneateles. N.Y, Not missing a 
beat, Jeffers lias Joined the leadership team 
for District 15, which covers Cayuga. 
Onondaga. Seneca, and Oswego counties 
His Cornell roots now run through three 
generatlixis. His |>arents Frederick 32 and 
Manon '35 are alumni of tlx- college, as are 
Jeffers’s two children. Andrea Jeffers 
Greaves '93 and Gregory Jeffers '96, MS '98.

Jeffers is currently a courtesy professor 
in the Department of Animal Science and

Memd* Cbk Shochay VI 
Srmen P Shdwi 71 
Cara 8 Sm* 96
Susan Molctan Sfcegoci '66 
Pod E Stutfce '51
Jeremrah fan 56
Hugh H fan Hagen 80 
David R. fetor '65
Michael A Tray '81 
Andrew J ■Afalerutein '86 
James D Ward '90 
Marvin M \Afedeen'47 
Gordon J Whiling '87 
Janet I Wixcm 81 
faddl Wfalemcr 80 
Thomas G Zimmerman 95

Additional alumni are 
always welcome and 
needed for these impor
tant volunteer roles.
To find out more and join 
In the fun with the alum
ni listed above, contact 
Ben Davis '88 in the 
ALS Public Affairs office 
(bpd2@comell.edu; 
607-255-9.383)

Benjamin P Davis '88
Associate Director of Development
Phone: 607-255-9383
E-mail: bpd20comeU.edu 

or would like to make a gift 

works closely with department chair Alan 
Bell on a number of projects, including a 
development initiative to raise funds for 
the renovation of laboratory space hi 

Morrison Hall. Jeffers also 
with students to assist them with career

Jeffers's work with the Department of 
Animal Science, coupled with his develop
ment work with Mann Library. mak« him 
uniquely qualified to understand the 
important relationship between alumni 
involvement and giving. He will be work
ing with the Public Affairs staff to 
strengthen the ties between alumni affairs 
and development. He will also be working 
with college departments to create a more 
consistent, defined approach to funding 

department needs.
In future issues of ALS News. he will be 

addressing some of the most-asked 
questions about philanthropy and the 
importance of giving to the college.

Building the 
College’s 
Endowment

D
ean Susan Henry has stated that 
one of her top priorities is to 
increase the endowment lor the 
College ol Agriculture and life Sciences, 

noting that "this Is the only way that the 
college will be able to maintain its rank
ing as the best In the world." She views 
the college's funding stream as a "mixed 
economy model' The college will con
tinue to rely on the state and federal 
support that is the hallmark of a land 
grant college. However, as that support 
has declined over the years and costs 
have increased, private support from 
endowment gifts becomes a more criti
cal part of the equation. Looking to the 
future, the college must build its endow
ment substantial!)' so that the annual 
income the endowment generates 
becomes a significant part of the col
lege's operating budget.

An endowment gift is the best way to 
secure the future of the college. Since 
the principal remains intact, in perpetu
ity, and a portion of the endowment 
earnings are reinvested, there Is an 
ongoing income stream that keeps pace 
with inflation. This ensures that any 
initiative funded with an endowment 
gift, such as scholarships, programs, 
and faculty support, will demand less 
annual budget support from the college, 
thereby freeing up resources to redirect 
to other key priorities.

Increasing the college's endowment 
will address concerns regarding the 
declining level of federal and state sup
port and will also enable the college to 
limit the future rate of tuition increases. 
This is the most certain way to ensure 
that the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences continues to recruit the best 
students and faculty and has the ability 
to support programs at the highest 
level.

Endowment funds can include profes
sorships. graduate assistantships, 
undergraduate scholarships, and depart
ment program endowments Endow
ments can be funded with outright gifts, 
planned gifts, and commitments made 
over several years. If you want to 
know more about endowment giving, 
contact the development staff in the cok 
leges Office of Alumni Affairs and 
Development

mailto:adb7@comell.edu
mailto:bpd2@comell.edu
bpd20comeU.edu


Charitable Gifts to ALS Reach $16.0 Million in 2000-2001

Fucol Year (as of June 30)

Donors to ALS
While many corporafions and foundations 
generously support out progioms, alumni and 
mends are our largest contributors

Uses of Gifts to ALS
Many donors direct gifts to endowment or 
specific college protects and programs 
unrestricted college or department gifts 
while smaller, allow lhe dean to address 
lhe most important needs

ALS Endowment Fund Totals
New endowment gifts help provide 
permanent support lor scholarships, programs, 
and emerging needs

Gift Planning Can Help You Reach 
Your Charitable Goals

W
hile outright gifts of cash remain the most popular way to support the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences, an Increasing number ol alumni and friends are 
planning gifts using a wide range of assets. Some gifts even allow one or more 
people to receive an income for their lifetime, with the remainder benefiting the college 

at a later date.
Gift planning is really about considering one's philanthropic priorities within the con

text of one's total responsibilities (e.g. family, community), and structuring gifts to most 
closely meet both sets of objectives. By including Cornell and the college in financial and 
estate plans, an individual may increase current income and provide future support for 
areas of the university important to him or her. Often one can make a larger gift than 
might have been thought possible, while also benefiting personally.

There are a number of tools with tax-advantaged benefits that make this possible. 
Bequests, life income agreements (trusts and annuities), donor-advised funds, retained- 
interest agreements, life insurance—all are available to help reach one's goals. Two of 
the most common tools are highlighted in this issue.

Bequests
i Bequests have been the comerstone of giving at Cornell since the days of Ezra Cornell 
I and A.D. White. Gifts to Cornell and the college through a will, life Insurance, or retire- 
l ment plan designation are simple and popular. Alumni and friends can direct a specific 
| amount, percentage, or the remainder of an estate to the college for unrestricted or spec

ified purposes. Bequests are extremely flexible because they keep all of one's assets 
available throughout the lifetime and can be changed with ease. Since recent studies 
indicate 59 percent of adults do not have a will, establishing a charitable bequest direct
ed to the college can also aid the preparation of other important personal estate 
Instructions.

Life insurance policies and retirement plans can also support the college by designat
ing the college as the beneficiary. There are important planning considerations that 
make these particularly beneficial as charitable gifts, please call the ALS Public Affairs 
office if you would like additional information or samples of possible bequest language.

Charitable Gift Annuities
Annuities are the most secure of all life Income gifts. When one gives cash or securities 
to establish an annuity, the donor receives fixed annual payments for the rest of his or 
her life. The rate of return is based on the donor's age at the time the annuity is estab
lished. This rate is guaranteed, no matter how long the donor lives or what happens to 
the economy. Joint annuities can be established at slightly lower rates to provide income 
for an additional beneficiary.

Cornell University offers charitable gift annuities as a service to its alumni and friends 
who ultimately want to make a generous gift to Cornell or one of its coUeges. but who 
need income from their investments now. This type of annuity brings the donor secure 
income at a high rate of return, many tax advantages, and the satisfaction ol assisting the 
mission of the college. A charitable gift annuity can be established at Cornell with a gift

Mariv donors°on fixed retirement incomes find charitable gift annuities an attractive 

gift vehicle particularly when interest rates remain low and the gift is funded with appre
ciated securities. Despite significant market turbulence, there are many long-term 
investors with stock that has grown dramatically (see table). And despite the increase 
in value many stocks continue to pay very small dividends. Conversely, current chan
table gift annuity rates can be three to ten times higher, depending upon the age when 
payments begin. For more information, contact Associate Director of Development 
Ben Davis '88, bpd2@comell.edu. 607-255-9383.

Gift Annuities Turn Long-Term Gains into Current Income and

Support for CALS

Many slocks have significant longterm gains

S48 5OO lOyear return’ 

S8P500 20yearreUn-

268%

896%

Yet generate very low dividends*

Mcrosoft 0.0%

Generd Bednc. 2.1%

AtiWaf 0.6%

Merck 2.1%

AT&T 09%

A gift annuity con increase income

AGE RATE

90+ 12.0%

85 10.4%

80 89%

75 7.9%

70 72%

65 67%

60 64%
and make a valuable gift to CALS

"Reuna and RcSb» oocwtie a* d S^Jember 30, 2001

Personal and 
Charitable 
Planning under 
Tax Relief 2001

E
arlier this year Congress passed the 
Economic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001. This 
incredibly broad legislation offers tax sav

ings of various kinds to nearly all tax-pay
ing Americans The Act also contains 
some not-so-usual aspects:
• Some provisions are phased in over a 

number of years.
• Other provisions do not take effect 

until much later.
• “Sunset" provisions could eliminate all 

the new tax breaks in 2011 unless re
enacted into law at that time.
Planning Tip: AU other considerations 

equal, decreasing income tax rates 
increase the value ol charitable gifts 
made In 2001 over any subsequent years, 
if you are planning a gift to the college 
soon, you may consider completing the 
gift by year-end for the most advanta
geous tax effect.

The new tax act requires a higher 
degree of planning vigilance for a longer 
period of time than any previous tax leg
islation. For those who may be affected 
by the tax law changes, it is essential to 
review your estate plan with qualified 
attorneys and financial planners. We 
invite you to request a complimentary 
copy of Cornell's booklet. Personal and 
Charitable Planning Under Tax Relief2001, 
by contacting our office.

ALS Planned 
Giving 
Committee

O
ne of the highest financial priori
ties for Dean Susan A. Henry is to 
build the permanent endowment 
which supports the College of Agriculture 

and Life Sciences. A strong endowment 
enables the college to best respond to 
emerging needs, economic uncertainty, 
and unique opportunities. Fortunately, 
the college has a group of dedicated vol
unteers who have adopted as their mis
sion to lead and "provide adequate 
endowment funds which will allow the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at 
Cornell the financial support to pursue its 
mission." With the guidance and direction 
of the ALS Planned Giving Committee, 
and support from college staff, hundreds 
of alumni and friends have helped double 
the endowment gift value over the past 
five years (see chart above).

We would like to salute and thank the 
following volunteers who have served on 
the ALS Planned Giving Committee this 
past year. Donald Bay '55, Douglas Brodie 
'55. Norman Coe '69. Bonnie McGuire 
Jones, Timothy Moag. David Nolan '49. 
Robert Ranger '59. Jean Rowley '54. 
Thomas VanDerzee. FJwyn Voss '64, and 
John Whittleton '68.
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Harvest
ALS Alumni Gatherings

More than 60 ALS alumni, families, and friends watch the horses 
run m August at the Saratoga Race Course in Soratogo Springs 
N.Y Dick Jones '71, ALS Alumni Association district director, and 
his leadership team organized the event

Bernice Potter-Mosier '82 (left). ALS Alumni Association district 
director, and Meg Overstrom '88, Leadership Team member, pose 
while hosting a family picnic lor ALS alumni from Tompkins and 
Cortland counties on July 29, 2001, in Lansing, N.Y.

’80 and Susan Taylor i 
henne order ice cream 
ry Store cart while visiting the ALS 
rvesl Fesiivol during Trustee/ Council 
■ekend on October 20

Newly appointed ALS Alumni Association District Director Sandra 
Sworts-Gardner meets with Leadership Team members (I—r) Karl 
Baker '62. '64 DVM, Jim Bittner '80, and Note Herendeen '64 
in Lockport, NY

Nearly 80 alumni and friends attend the annual ALS alumni gath
ering ot Atlas Peak Vineyards Winery in Napa, Calif. The picnic 
and lour was organized by District Director Ray Borton '53, and 
hosted by Glenn Solvo '76, vice president ana general manager 
of Atlas Peak.

Latoya Scuhz "05 and Joel Salinas 05 
eri|Cry ice cream horn the Cornell Dairy 
Store after helping out during the 
Trustee/Council Weekend CALS Harvest 
Festival on the Ag Quad in October

Ute Cornell Dairy Store 
Holiday Gift Boxes
Boxes contain Come# maple syrup and New York State cheese 

A Party Pleaser 

B The Entertainer

C Cornell Sampler

D Hostess Delight

Plus shipping

For a free brochure or to place an order call
(607) 255-3272

or
fax (607) 255-1298

Cornell Virgin Wool Blankets front Sheep Program

The Come# C*oiry Store, Stocking Hall, 
Ihoco, New York 14853

$34.99

$22.50

$16.50

$1999

T
he Cornell Sheep Program is demon
strating how to add value to the bleak 
price of wool by creating and selling 
blankets from the wool of Cornel) Dorset and 

Finnsheep breeds and their crosses. These 
high-quality blankets are great tor football 
games and cold nights and they make 
excellent graduation, wedding, birthday, and 
holiday gifts. Each blanket is individually seri
al-numbered on the Cornell Sheep Program 
logo label and comes with a certificate of 
authenticity.

Blankets are available In four sizes:

Stoy in touch with your alma mater through uninterrupted delivery 
of ALS News by retming the changecfoddress form. Moil to 
Office of AJumni Affairs, College of Agncuikjre and life Sciences, 
Cornel Unntersity, 276 Roberts Hal, lhaca, NY 14853-5905.

Blanket 
style

Blanket 
size

Blanket 
price
(including sales tax)

Lap robe 60 x 48 inches $60
Single 60 x 90 inches $85
Double 72 x 90 Inches $95
Queen 78 x 104 Inches $110

Purchase of Cornell Virgin Wool Blankets helps to support the Cornell Sheen 
Program and the Scholarship Program of the College T^culture lLd Ufe 

W‘ h V10 dona,lon ,rom the sale of each banket
Additional information about the Cornell Sheep Program can be found at our 

web site at www.anscl.comeil.edu/sheep/sheep.html. Orders for blankets can be

www.ansci.cornell.edu/sheep/sheep.html

http://www.anscl.comeil.edu/sheep/sheep.html
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/sheep/sheep.html


Homecoming 2001 NAADA Conference

Bill '55 and Pal Doeder (left), Karen and Bob 76 Kendall, 
and Jeremy Young ’85 formed an AIS New Jersey conlin 
gent that attended lhe olLalumm tailgate during 
Homecoming 2001

ALS Alumni Association officers. ALS Public Affairs staff mem 
bets, and local alumni attended lhe allalumni night during lhe 
26th annual conference of lhe National Agriculture Alumni and 
Development Association held in Raleigh, N C , this past June 
Pictured here (I—r) are front row Dan Boerchert '92. Bob 
Bickford MS 50. lee Bickford, Nancy Sterling '59 HE. Wanda 
Clawson, and Sharon Delzer '88 Back row Ben Davis '88. 
John Sterling '59, Dick Church '64, Peter Pamkowski 74, 
Geoff Yales MS 77, Becky Gamble '90, Eric Gamble, and 
Tim Oonk '86

Visiting the ALS Alumni Association table during their return 
to campus for their first Homecoming as alumni are (left lo 
right) Dianna Power '01. Leah Hurtgen '01, and Jenny 
Kelsey '01.

The ALS Alumni Affairs Office and the ALS 
Alumni Association wish to broaden our 
“address book” of alumni 
e-mails.

• Would you like to receive periodic updates on the college 
and Cornell in general?

• Would you like invitations and reminders about Cornell 
events in your area?

Send an email with your name and class year to 
ALSAA@comell.edu.

We will add you to the listserv for updates and invitations. 
As with all alumni information, your e-mail address will be 
used only for university business.

Display Your Diploma Proudly

T
he ALS Alumni Association is 
proud to present this distinctive 
artwork of nationally known artist Robin 

Lauersdorf.
Carefully researched and meticu

lously drawn, this highly detailed pencil 
drawing of Cornell University captures 
the historic significance and the unique 
beauty of our campus. It depicts 
Goldwin Smith Hail, Bailey Auditorium. 
Willard Straight Hall, McGraw Tower. 
Uris Library. Beebe Lake Falls. Sage 
Chapel, and the Ezra Cornell Statue.

The artwork is

• reproduced on the finest quality, acid- 
free. 100 percent rag museum paper

• framed with museum-quality mats and
a mahogany frame

• unconditionally guaranteed

Partial proceeds will provide endow
ment funds for scholarship aid for ALS 
students and support other student and 
alumni projects.

The artwork is available in two forms: 
a 19" x 25" limited edition signed and
numbered print, limited to 500 prints, and a 14" x 19" print. Both sizes are available 
framed and unframed The smaller print has also been uniquely framed as a diploma 

holder.
Consider these benefits of our diploma holder:

• a great college remembrance
• an excellent way to protect, preserve, and display your diploma

• the perfect birthday or graduation gift

• made to easily insert your own diploma so there is no need to send It

To receive a hill-color brochure or to place an order please call 

Cornell Alumni Artwork 

1-800-336-5923

Framed Diploma Holder—$169

Cornell Will Replace 
Diplomas Destroyed 
on Sept. 11
Cornell will replace, without charge, 
diplomas that were destroyed or dam
aged in offices at the World Trade 
Center or Pentagon on Sept. 11. 
Requests will be accepted only from 
the graduate (or from a spouse/partner 
who may have lost a spouse/partner in 
the WTC or Pentagon). The request 
must include the following information:

• Name (at time of enrollment) and 
how it should appear on the 
diploma

• Date of attendance at Cornell

• Year of graduation

• Degree(s) earned

• Social Security number

• Birth date

• Mailing address—we will require the 
signature of the graduate (or 
spouse/partner in the event the 
graduate is deceased) at time of 
delivery

• Phone number and/or e-mail 
address in case of questions

The letter must l>e signet), and can lx* 
faxed to 607-255-6262 or mailed to

David S. Yeh. University Registrar, 
Cornell University. 311 Day Hall
Ithaca. NY 14853-2801

If you wish to acknowledge an ALS 
alumni friend or family member lost in 
the September 11 tragedies, please 
send a short announcement for publi
cation in future issues to ALS News. 276 
Roberts Hall. Cornell University, Ithaca. 
NY 14853.

New ALS Alumni.
Association District 
Directors

Sandra Sworts-Gard- 
ner '84 of Lockport. 
N.Y.. is the new district 
director for Erie and 
Niagara counties, re
placing Karl Baker '62, 
DVM '64. She is 
employed with the 
Medina School District 
as an early interven
tion specialist. She also 
serves as a staff deveL 

opment/curriculum resource for the teach
ing staff. She and her husband. Jim 
Gardner, have two sons. Dylan and 
Benjamin. She is also involved in 4-H. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. Orleans 
County Junior Miss competition, the 
Orleans-Niagara Teacher Center Policy 
Board, and is a church school teacher.

Mason Forrence '69 of 
Peru, N.Y. is the new 
district director for 
Clinton. Essex. Frank
lin, and Hamilton coun
ties, replacing Geoff 
Yates '77. Forrence lias 
been associated with 
his family's 120fk»cre 
apple orchard. Forr
ence Orchards. Inc., 
for the past 32 years.

He currently serves as president of the 
Peru Lions Club. Forrence and his wife,
JoAnne, have three children. Katherine. 
Eric, and Seth '98. Seth is a third-generation 
Comeilian.

New Public Relations 
Specialist: Kelvin Tan

Kelvin Tan started 
Oct. 16 in a newly cre
ated public relations 
position in ALS Public 
Relations. Originally 
from Slnuatxire. Tan 
holds an M.BA from 
Southern Illinois Unb 
versity-Carbondale, a 
degree in communi
cation from Monash 
University. Australia, 

and a diploma in mass communications 
from Ngee Ann Poly-technic, Singapore. 
Tan will assist in the strategic planning, 
execution, and maintenance of effective 
public relations efforts for the college, 
including development of various com
munication materials, media and stake
holder relations, and program evaluation.

Agriculture and life Sciences News rs published 
three limes o yeor by lhe College ol Agriculhxe 
ond life Sciences, o untl of lhe Snte University of 
New York. Cornell Unrversity. Ilhoco. N Y Cornell 
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educolor and employer
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Cornell

Cornell University
Office of Public Affairs
College ol Agriculture and Life Sciences 
276 Roberts Hall
Ithaca. New York 14853-5905

Dated Material 
December 2001

Calendar 
2002
Saturday, January 19
loin fellow WS alumni for me Cornell vs Colgate 
hockey game, pregame reception m Hamilton. 
N.Y. for further detoils, contod Bill Davidson '66 
of [607| 674-6211 or wildole@ascenl net

Friday-Saturday, January 25-26 
JonteEw AIS alumn- from Diskd 10 ICkntan. 
Essex, Franklin, Homikon counties) and District 
11 (Jefferson, lewis. St lawrence counties) tor 
Cornell hockey in he North Country, Cforkson, 
January 25, 7 pm and St lawrence. Januory 
26, 7 PM. For further debris, contod Mark 
Kefcgq 80 of |315) 6864379 or 
AW_Kellogg@f irsfptoneer com 

^DOzUto^^o^few^Zar Banquet hcnormg 

Trustee Mortu lang 70 (Eng ), sponsored by tie 
Ccmet Anon Alumm Association d he Peking 
Restouranr 100 Port Asenue. New Teri N.Y 
Proceeds wJ beneht CAAA TnxMK-n 
Fekxwship For furher details, contact Barbara 
Ena 85^17181 8984872 or 
beng6) 2@od com

Thursday, J if ary 31 
Cornel Cocperdkve Extension Retirees luncheon

Plant City, Fla Keynote speaker, Caihann A 
Kress, assistant director of Cooperative Extension 
for 4-H Youth Development, al he Walden lake 
Golf and Country Club For further details.con- 
tod Priscilla fen Hagen of (35216667138 or 
(716)7863127

rijir »-*-------- O'!■mienvayy rwwv vw y -• 
'The History oi Agrtcuhmal Economics al 
Cornel ‘ Join ALS and HumEc alumni with 
keynote speaker. Professor Emeritus Bud 
Stanton who wJ discuss his recent book For 
further details, contod Don Robinson '41 al 
(352| 787-3644

Saturday, March 2
Join fellow ALS olumni from Distnd 7 (Albany, 
Rensseloer, Schenectady counties). Cornel vs 
Union men s hockey game. Schenectady, N Y. 
For further details, contod Dick Jones ‘71 at 
(518) 4598258 or -tcnesQedgote <

Satwvftffy March 9Doted 24 JvkLAionhcj ccAng to he PhJadelpha 

Flower Show, cosponsored by he Ccmdl Asian 
Akmr» Assooakte and Cornel dub cf Greater 
Phtoelptua For fuher detah contod femese 
Monnogo '89 al 130119070806 or hi58©ccr 
net edu or Debbie Perch '88 al 
dmp45Scomel edu.

com.

Friday-Saturday, April 5-6
ALS AkJnn. Association Commitee and board 
meetings, Ithaca N.Y for further details,

contod President Peter Pomkowski 74 at 
(5) 8) 785-3675 or ppomkowskiQool com

Wednesday, April 24
Join ALS olumni from District 20 (Erie and Niagara 
cartes) for a Deon/AJumm Gerfegefher .n 
Lockport N.Y location Io be announced for fur
ther details, contod Sandro Sworts-Gardner 84 al 
(716) 434 7735 or gardneralOool oom

TTi vruicjy 12 5
Join AIS alumni hexn D>stnd 21 (Cattaraugus and 
Chautauqua counties) tor a Dean/Alumni Get 
Together in Western New York, location to be 
announced for further details, contact Pete 
Borzilien 71 al (716) 672-4059 or 
pborzill@netsync net.

^rSs^S?from^slrid 12 (Herkimer, 

Madison. Oneida counties) for a Dean/Akjmni 
GetTogeiher in Utica, N Y, location to be 
announced For further details, contact Mollie Puber 
'80 al (315)823-9419 or 
moHie puberOcnbfc com

Thursday Sunday, Jun* 6-9
Reunion Vwekend

Saturday, June •
ALS Alumni Association Reurucn Breakfast and 
Annual Meeting, location to be announced
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