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Alum Adds 
New Flavor to 
Ben & Jerry’s 
Management
The new CEO of the Vermont ice cream maker has a 
mission to whip up sales and lick the competition VERY PERRY: Odak (right) brings his experience in turning around flagging com

panies to the ice cream business started by Jerry Greenfield (left) and Ben Cohen.

P
erry Odak '68 knew there were 
some big challenges ahead when 
he was named CEO otBen&Jerrys 
last January. But there wasone he 
hadn't counted on

“I put on 20 pounds doing research and 
development," laughs the ALS grad, con
fessing a weakness for Phish Food, the 
flavor named after the popular rock band. 
“I've lost about half of it. but my running 
regime has certainly gotten much longer 
than it used to be."

If he's lucky, the other tasks he faces 
will go just as smoothly. In taking over 
the helm of the Vermont-based premium 
ice cream manufacturer, Odak is being 
counted on to lead Ben & Jerry's into the 
next stage of what has been a decidedly 
unconventional corporate history

He boldly predicted that the 
company could double its sales 
in the next two to three years. 

If his track record is any indica
tion, it’s hard to doubt him.

Since dishing up its first scoops from a 
renovated Burlington filling station in 
1978, the company has grown into one of 
the state's largest employers, opened 
franchises nationwide, and become an 
international licenser and distributor. In 
the process, it has struggled to balance 
the social values of founders Ben Cohen 
and Jerry Greenfield with the realities of 
building a business in the competitive 
environs of corporate America. The grow
ing pains have often been obvious, and in 
recent years they've resulted in flat 
growth and an unfocused future.

Enter Odak. a man who knows market
ing. After being hired by Ben & Jerry’s in 
January, be boldly predicted to the Wall 
Street Journal that the company could 
double its sales in the next two to three 
years. If his track record is any indica
tion, it's hard to doubt him.

In October. Odak reported a 39 percent 
jump in net income for the company's 
third quarter. That was the first earnings 
gain in five quarters.

Odak’s interest in business was solidi
fied during his undergraduate years when 
he took agricultural economics profes
sor Richard “Doc" Aplin's course Intro
duction to Business Management

“That class probably had the most pro
found effect on me of all the classes I took 
at Cornell," says Odak, who is just one of 
many corporate executives who hold fond 
memories of Aplin's shirt-ripping lectures. 
“It took all the theory I was learning and 
grounded it in the reality of the world."

Odak's first job after leaving Cornell 
was with Armour Foods. He began as an 
accounting associate and resigned nine 
years later as senior vice president in 
charge of worldwide operations for 
Armour s highly profitable subsidiary, 
Armour-Dial.

After a failed attempt at a leveraged 
buyout (“This was before they were popu
lar.” he says). Odak hooked up with some 
people who were starting anew fragrance 
and cosmetics company. Seven years 
later, Jovan. Inc. had put musk oil on the 
dressers of young men across the nation 
and was ringing up $90 million a year in 
sales. Odak and his partners sold the 
company, and he once again began to 
look for new challenges.

This time the video game industry beck
oned. and Odak began a year's stint at 
Atari as president of the Consumer Prod

uct Group and director of product devel
opment. From there he became a partner 
In Catalyst Technologies, where he re
structured and started numerous hold
ings. including a company called ETAK. 
Inc., which in 1985 produced the first 
vehicle navigation system.

“Every company wants to tell 
you that it’s different, but many 
of the problems are so similar 
from one industry to the other 

that it’s almost laughable, ” 
he says.

In 1990 Odak became a consultant op
erating as a temporary CEO to help com
panies In trouble. Over the next six years, 
he came to the rescue of a half dozen 
firms, where he engineered mergers, 
boosted sales, and, perhaps most impor
tant, won the hearts of employees whose 
jobs he saved. When Ben & Jerry's lured 
him away from U.S. Repeating Arms late 
last year, the gunmaker's workers peti
tioned its management to do whatever 
was necessary to convince him to stay.

So what is this magic you bring to the 
corporate arena, Mr. Odak?

"At a very young age. I learned how to 
put my hands all the way around a corpo
ration.” he says. “If you look back at my 
career, whenever there was something 
that wouldn't work. I was the guy who 
went in and fixed it. I understand all the 
relationships, from the manufacturing to 
the profit and loss analysis to the mar
keting programs. So I've been with com
panies that have reached a plateau or are 
in a crisis and are saying, 'Somebody's 
got to help us fix this.'"

The other thing he learned early is tfiaf 
marketing is marketing, regardless ot the 
product

“Every company wants to tell you that 
it's different, but many of the problems 
are so similar from one industry to the 
other that it's almost laughable," he says. 
“There are certainly areas in which you 
need a depth of knowledge, but the gen
eral challenges are always the same."

The challenges at Ben & Jerry's are 
certainly similar to others he's faced. 
After a number of years of steady—some
times explosive—growth, the company 
recently has had to contend with slowing 
sales, increased competition, and a need 
to develop new products and pursue new 
markets. Odak seems to have the fix.

“The awareness that Ben & Jerry’s has 
a great set of ideals and values is ex
tremely high. But that awareness doesn't 
always translate into people buying the 
product." he says. “I'm in the process of 
helping them balance all three parts of 
the company's mission—to create the 
best product, to give back to the commu
nity. and to Increase profitability."

At the moment. Ben <& Jerry’s only has 
about 4 percent of the Ice cream market. 
But when it comes to super premium ice 
cream, it's a duel between the tie-dyed 
funsters from Burlington and elegant, 
sophisticated Haagen Dazs, which would 
prefer that its customers think it’sa Euro
pean import (in fact, Haagen Dazs is made 
in Teaneck, New Jersey).Odak feels that 
Ben & Jerry's has a broader customer 
base than Haagen Dazs and will continue 
to compete successfully. But he also con
cedes that the future of the company lies 
only partly with premium ice cream. It 
has already begun marketing lowfat ice

(Continued on page 2)
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Message from the Dean
College Will Ask State and Industry 
To Support Critical Programs

do you do when you really need some- 
g? You make a case for why you need it 
then present your arguments to those 

who can provide it.
This is the approach the college will be taking to 

obtain funding lor selected research and extension 
programs we have determined are critical to New York 
State. We are saying, in effect, that although we cer
tainly recognize the reasons for current budget con
straints. we also feel there are some needs that must be 
considered outside the realm of normal fiscal policy.

This will not be the first time we have done this. Last 
year we and the supporting industry petitioned the 
state for special funding for several key programs at 

the Geneva Experiment Station. I'm happy to report that our arguments were 
received in an open and supportive manner. We received a one-time allocation of 
$600,000 to help refurbish labs and purchase field equipment that will allow us to 
carry out our research programs

The state also funded two industry initiatives in areas in which the college had 
been forced to reduce its research support. The apiary industry was awarded 
$75,000 for bee research and the onion industry was given $100,000 for onion 
research. This latter funding was particularly critical because, again due to budget 
cuts, we had been unable to replace a retiring faculty member who had played a 
key role in providing research support to the onion industry.

Our next goal is to provide special support for programs at the Agricultural 
Experiment Station at Ithaca and in Cornell Cooperative Extension. Like Geneva, 
these two institutions are critical links between the college and the state's 
agriculture industry. At stake are both the economic health of the industry and 
environmental quality, an issue that affects everyone in the state.

The process of identifying our most critical needs is nearing completion and 
we'll be issuing reports by year's end. This effort involves the ALS Executive 
Council, the ALS Advisory Council, our Academic Planning Councils, the program 
teams, and the statewide program committees. By completing the process of 
needs assessment by year's end. our constituencies will be able to adopt and 
present those most pressing

It's important to point out that this effort will benefit both the applied sciences 
and the basic sciences. We are not focusing only on immediate problems, but we 
are also focusing on the ongoing creation of basic knowledge, the foundation upon 
which our applied sciences are built. You can't solve problems without continually 
adding to your knowledge base.

We are anxious to complete this process, and I look forward to sharing the 
results in a future issue of ALS News. The success of our Geneva proposal shows 
that there are sympathetic ears both in Albany and in the industry, and that if you 
make a case, people will respond. We are grateful to the state for recognizing our 
critical needs and responsibilities and helping us meet them

Daryl Lund, the Ronald P. Lynch Dean of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences

Short Reports
Livestock Eat Grain that Could Feed People

The American system of farming 
grain-fed livestock consumes re
sources far out of proportion to the 

yield and affects world food supply, 
according to a Cornell ecologist

"If all the grain currently fed to live
stock in the United States were con
sumed directly by people, the number 
of people who could be fed would be 
nearly 800 million," said David Pimentel. 
ALS professor of ecology. Or, if those 
grains were exported, it would boost 
the U.S. trade balance by $80 billion a 
year, he estimated.

With only grass-fed livestock, Indi
vidual Americans would still get more 
than the recommended daily allowance 
(RDA) of meat and dairy protein, ac
cording to Pimentel's report, “Livestock 
Production: Energy Inputs and the 
Environment."

An environmental analyst and long
time critic of waste and Inefficiency in 
agricultural practices, Pimentel de
picted grain-fed livestock farming as a 
costly and nonsustainable way to pro
duce animal protein. He distinguished 
grain-fed meat production from pas
ture-raised livestock, calling cattle-graz
ing a more reasonable use of marginal 
land.

Animal protein production requires 
more than eight times as much fossil fuel 
energy than production of plant protein 
while yielding animal protein that is only 
1.4 times more nutritious lor humans 
than the comparable amount of plant 
protein.

Tracking food animal production from 
the leed trough to the dinner table. 
Pimentel found broiler chickens to be the 
most efficient use of fossil energy, and 
beef, the least. Chicken meat production 
consumes energy in a 4:1 ratio to protein 
output; beef cattle production requires 
an energy input to protein output ratio of 
54:1. Lamb meat production is nearly as 
inefficient at 50:1. Other ratios range from 
13:1 for turkey meat and 14:1 for milk 
protein to 17:1 for pork and 26:1 for eggs.

Animal agriculture Is a leading con
sumer of water resources in the United 
States, Pimentel noted Grain-fed beef 
production takes 100,000 liters of water 
for every kilogram of food. Raising broiler 
chickens takes 3,500 liters of water to 
make a kilogram of meat. In comparison, 
soybean production uses 2,000 liters for 
kilogram of food produced; rice. 1.912; 
wheat, 900; and potatoes, 500 liters.

Roger Segelken

The Class of 2001
This fall, 639 freshmen enrolled in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. In 
total. 3,453 students applied and 1,061 were accepted. The majority of those 
enrolling were ranked in the top 10 percent of their high school cJasses.The 
numbers majoring into each field are as follows:
Agricultural fl. Biolvgicul engineering 53 rood science

Animal Science 90 Landscape Architecture 8

Agricultural, Resource, & Managerial Natural Resources -39
Economics 88 Nutrition, Food, & Agriculture 8
Biological Sciences 161 Plant Science 32
Biometry & Statistics 17 Rural Sociology 3

Communication 48 Soil, Crop, & Atmospheric Sciences 17

Education 12 General Studies 43

Entomology 6

Alum Adds New Flavor ctl ALS NEWS
cream and sorbets. Other products may 
be right around the corner.

"There are definitely opportunities to 
extend the product line," he says. “Our 
customers know that eating our prod
ucts is a treat, it's high-quality, and it's al) 
natural. There are a lot of other products 
that can flow off of that reputation. This 
probably means we're a niche marketer, 
and there areother niches wecan pursue."

Expanding the company's franchising 
efforts is another strategy Odak men
tions. Ben & Jerry's currently has 156 
“scoop shops," including one in Ithaca, 
and he has hired a franchising expert to 
oversee expansion.

“Can we double or triple the number of 
franchisees out there?" he asks. “Yes, but 
first we have to fix a few things. 1 see 
franchising not as an enormous volume 
opportunity but as an excellent way for 
customers to sample the products."

One of the ongoing issues Odak has 
had to address is the use of bovine growth 
hormone (rBGH) in dairy cows to boost 
milk yield. The controversial pract ice has 
generated much concern among consum
ers. and Ben & Jerry's has held steadfast 
to a pledge that its products will only be 
produced with milk from rBGH-f ree cows. 
Odak says they pay their suppliers a pre
mium to stay hormone-free. The com
pany also just won an out-of-court settle
ment with the State of Illinois, which had 
attempted to prohibit it from putting the 

hormone-free pledge on Ben & Jerry's 
products sold in the state.

Such concern for their customers and 
their community is vintage Ben & Jerry's. 
Cohen and Greenfield s “caring capital
ism" philosophy has funded countless 
nonprofit groups over the years with 7-1/2 
percent of pretax profits set aside for 
projects aimed at social change. Odak 
says this was one of the things that at
tracted him to the job.

“Will consumers buy your 
product simply because you 

have high social values? 
No, quality will always come 

first. But does it make a differ
ence to them that they buy from 

a company that cares?
Yes, most definitely. ”

—Parry Odak

“I've sat in boardrooms full of bankers 
and lawyers and listened to everyone 
screaming that they want their money 
and I've had to say. 'Listen, we're talking 
about people's lives and jobs here,'" he 
says. “That message often either fell on 

deaf ears or was very difficult to get 
through to people.

“I think giving back to thecommunity is 
where business needs to move. Will con
sumers buy your product simply because 
you have high social values? No, quality 
will always come first. But does it make a 
difference to them that they buy from a 
company that cares? Yes. most definitely."

In September, the company unveiled 
the new flavor Peanut Butter and Jelly, in 
partnership with World Wide Web-based 
Yahoo. The two companies also began a 
“Lids for Kids" program. For every Ben & 
Jerry's lid that's sent in, each company 
will donate ten cents to NetDay. a 
grassroots volunteer group that's pro
viding Internet wiring to schools around 
the country. To Odak. bringing a new 
product to market and announcing a new 
social project at the same time is Ben & 
Jerry's at its best.

“This is a great environment to work in. 
But it's also a challenge," he says. "Get
ting people with strong social values and 
people who are strong capitalists to work 
as a team is a big job. One group has to 
learn the economics of the real world. 
The other has to learn that we don't do 
everything just for money, we also do it 
to give back to the community."

Mike Powers
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| What is an entomologist doing with his

Head in the Clouds and 
Hanc
Joyst

Neither wind, nor jeers, nor gloom of night 
can keep Elson Shields from flying his 
specially equipped model airplane out over 
alfalfa fields to capture insects. i

IV Charles Harrmgion

n a warm August afternoon, 
when Elson Shields’s 
Ic.iKiies are trudging nil In 
yet 
faculty meeting, he’s load

ing his fleet of four radio-controlled model 
airplanes onto pick-up trucks for a stint 
of flying out over the alfalfa fields near 
Tully, New York.

The hobbyists in the Ithaca Radio Con
trol Society who taught Shields how to 
maneuver $7,000 worth of plane and elec
tronic equipment through the gusty winds 
that precede storm fronts think it must 
be nice to play with model airplanes 12 to 
16 hours a day and call it work.

Keep in mind that if they're lucky, these 
model airplane buffs get their planes in 
the air a total of about 10 hours scattered 
over 12 months. Last summer alone. 
Shields, an associate professor of ento
mology. logged more than 150 hours of 
air time, with 30 hours after full darkness. 
The hobbyists also don’t know that 
Shields spends an equal amount of time

Ph
ot

o 
by

 C
ha

GEAR OF FLYING: Sh.elds’s shop in
Comstock Hall houses planes in varying 
slates of repair

more down to earth, studying biological 
control of the alfalfa snout beetle

So you can see why. in that deadpan 
expression of his. Shields patiently states. 
"Look, it's like driving a car. It's a blast 
when you start, but soon it becomes just 
a way to get there."

Where Shields wants to go is that criti
cal step from the theoretical constructs 
of computer modeling to the real-world 
verification of questions nobody knows 
the answers to: What cues in the environ
ment prompt potato leafhoppers—the 
nemesis of more than 200 plant species— 
to leave their feeding and breeding 
grounds in New York and migrate south 
for the winter?To get there the bugs have 
to fly. And to prove that they actually do. 
Shields must too.

The idea of using model airplanes to 
sample insects on the wing came to 
Shields about five years ago. For the pre
vious 12 he had been studying potato 
leafhoppers, a pest whose resurgence is 
directly linked to the reduced use of agri
cultural pesticides. First he had studied 
them in the field, identifying the overwin
tering area in the South and the return 
migration. Then he used computer mod
els which showed there was a lot of Infor
mation that researchers didn’t know.

"The logical next step was to study the 
insects as they became airborne (they 
migrate by hitching rides on storm fronts, 
flying 500 to 600 miles a night at an alti
tude of between 200 and 3.000 feet), but 
we didn't have a tool to do that. So I had 
to develop one," he says.

Shields is not a hobbyist gone legit. He 
had never flown a model airplane before 
and learning to do so was just a minor 
part in the story of what he refers to as 
solving a "multivariable equation."

When Shields first proposed the idea of 
dragging a collecting net behind a radio- 
controlled plane flying 100 feet above the 
ground for 30 minutes out of every hour, 
nine hours straight (half of which are 
after dark), hobbyists questioned 
whether it could be done. Not on techni
cal grounds, but because the risk of pilot 
error caused by fatigue would be too 
great. It takes so much concentration to 
manipulate the two joysticks and four 

switches on the handheld radio trans
mitter used to control the plane flying 
level at 35 miles an hour so close to the 
ground. They doubted Shields could pull 
it off day after day.

As it turns out. through the society’s 
excellent teaching and Shields's year- 
round practice, he can manage the requi
site nine hours in the field three times per 
week from the beginning of August until 
the beginning of October.

One of Shields's research goals 
is to find out whether the leaf
hoppers fly at night. Virtually 
none of the more than 500,000 
hobbyists in the United States 

had had experience in 
lighting a plane for long-term 

night flying.

Once convinced that he had the mental 
stamina for flying the plane such long 
hours. Shields set out to assemble off- 
the-shelf products into a tailor-made in
sect sampling device. This is where the 
multivariable equation comes in For 
three years. Shields used trial and error 
to solve a seemingly endless string of 
technical problems—because no one in 
the country, researcher or hobbyist had 
ever successfully used a model airplane 
to sieve air for objects 1/16-inch long.

Finding the biggest ready-built radio- 
controlled airplane, a full quarter-inch 
scale model of a real Senior Telemaster 
aircraft, was the easy part. For Shields’s 
purpose, it needed to carry a vast array of 
electronic devices that radio back to his 
laptop on the ground the airspeed, alti
tude. air temperature, battery voltage 
(for powering night-flying lights), and the 
engine rpm—plus drag a collecting net of 
sufficient size.

How much would all of this weigh? 
(Twenty pounds, as it turned out.) What 
structural changes would be needed in 
the plane itself to support this amount of 
weight? How big an engine would it need’ 
And how could it be powered? The stan

dard glow-fueled (alcohol) engine burned 
out in the early trials.

With the goal of sieving a minimum of 
10,000 cubic meters of air in each 30- 
rninute sampling period, how big should 
the net be? Shields eventually settled on 
an 18-inch opening, with a 3-foot cone of 
tapered netting out behind. How should 
it be attached to the plane? Dragging it 
from the back didn't work because of 
turbulence coming off the airplane. Be
cause Shields needs to collect insects at 
discrete altitudes, he has to open and 
close the net aloft and at will. So that 
meant designing mechanical and elec
tronic devices to do so reliably.

Add to that the matter of lights. One of 
Shields’s research goals is to find out 
whether (and if so, when) the leafhop
pers fly at night. Virtually none of the 
more than 500.000 hobbyists in the United 
States had had experience in lighting a 
plane for long-term night flying. Eventu
ally. two pilots at the Xerox headquarters 
in Rochester, N.Y., came up with a suffi
ciently lightweight lighting design.

The questions went on and on. There 
was nothing to do but take a guess, give it 
a try, and keep making improvements.

“It was," Shields says with a theatrical 
sigh, “a very steep learning curve." But he 
points out that he’s only demolished be
yond repair two out of eight airplanes

For example, there was the day. about 
six months into the design phase, when 
filled with self-confidence and ignorance, 

we took what we thought was the final 
prototype out to the local flying club’s 
held." Shields recalls. “Within two min
utes, one of the wings fell off. and when 
the plane impacted, everything on board 
was destroyed."

Frustrations and disappointments 
aside, there’s considerable physical risk 
to flying an object weighing 20 pounds 
through the air at 35 miles an hour. The 
propeller turns with the power of a lawn 
mower blade. Shields, a member of the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics, carries a 
$3 million liability policy against any un
fortunate "impacts." Luckily there have 
been none so far.
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T
he 80 undergrads who gat her in 
Stocking Hall for food science 
professor Joseph Hotchkiss's 
kick-off lecture are in for some 
surprises.

The startling news in the first class has 
to do with two sweeteners, sugar and its 
low-calorie counterpart, aspartame. 
Hotchkiss puts their formulas on an over
head projector and tells the students 
that both substances have the same num
ber of calories per gram.

How could this be? Silence. Then a 
student ventures a guess: that one is 
much sweeter tasting than the other. In
deed, Hotchkiss says, gram for gram, as
partame Is 300 times sweeter than sugar.

And how is flavoring put on snackchips? 
With static electricity! There would be no 
cheese-flavored tortilla chips were it not 
for the electrostatic salter, which em
ploys negative charges to coat snack 
foods with salt and other flavorings and 
to put vitamins onto cereals.

“The food industry wants us to think 
that elves or skilled cooks like Betty 
Crocker make our food, not scientists 
and engineers. But food, just like cars, is 
manufactured in every sense of the word.” 
Hotchkiss points out.

“How many of you have had a glass of 
orange or other citrus juice in the last 
two days?" Hotchkiss asks the class. Just 
about every hand shoots up. “Consider 
that in 1948,“ he says, “citrus juice con
sumption was roughly two glasses per 
person per year "

Joe Hotchkiss Wants You to Know this Secret:

Betty Crocker’s Apron 
Is Really a Lab Coat
Do you know how tortilla chips are coated with flavorings? 
Or what the military originally used frozen juice containers for? 
This glimpse of Food Science 101 will give you the answers.

What made the difference between two 
glasses a year and one every other day is 
an invention of World War II: the spiral
wound paperboard carton used to pack
age artillery shells. It was adapted by 
food technologists to hold frozen con
centrated juice. This lightweight con
tainer (and the process that removes 
water from juice to concentrate it) al
lowed citrus juice—a bulky, perishable 
product too heavy to ship—to become a 
part of everyday life.

"Students never think about it, but 
when you buy a food product today you 
are buying not just the part you eat but a 
whole raft of technologies that have come 
together to deliver you a product you 
will buy and use," Hotchkiss says.

Microwaveable popcorn is a good ex
ample. It took a decade for food scien
tists to develop the susceptor, the little 
paper card covered with a fine deposit of 
aluminum that, tucked away in the bot
tom of the popcorn bag. mimics the sur
face of a frying pan. Without its ability to 
transfer heat up to 400 degrees F. di
rectly to the popcorn, the corn would 
burn rather than pop.

Amidst such Interesting facts are oth
ers whose juxtaposition really stuns stu
dents: the Ithaca Wegmans supermarket 
stocks more individual products than 
there are full-time Ithaca residents, and 
during the 50-minute lecture, 1,300 people 
(mostly children) around the world will 
die in part because of inadequate diet.

Throughout the semester, Hotchkiss

and a bevy of guest lecturers continue 
to wow the students with the ways 
science and technology have created 
the very foods they take for granted.

But the piece de resistance of the 
course is when Hotchkiss divides the 
-lass into groups and pits them against 

the pros. Their charge: to makea unique, 
commercial quality ice cream to rival 
Ben & Jerry’s.

They have only three hours to do it, 
using the equipment and ingredients in
the food science department's pilot plant 
laboratory. Before it's all over, there's a 
lot of hollering and a fair amount of ice 
cream flying around.

“While the overt agenda is to introduce 
students to the complexity of food manu
facturing, the hidden one is to teach team
work and the creative application of tech
nology,” he explains. “Eight to nine mem
bers of each group have to agree on 
everything from the percentages of fat 
and air in the base mix. to the flavorings, 
to that all-important marketing tool, the 
name."

Of the more than 30 different icecreams 
Hotchkiss's students have made over the 
years, one of the oddest tasting, a rasp
berry ice cream mixed with white choco
late and a tinge of amaretto-almond fla
voring. was redeemed by its clever name: 
Seduction! The closest one to real com
mercial quality was Muddy Trail, a vanilla
malt ice cream with chocolate-covered 
cereal and a brownie-flavored swirl.

On the last day of class in the fall, each 
group presents their ice cream in a com
petitive taste-off. The dean is invited and 
so are alumni * And you never know when 
a quality assurance team from Ben & 
Jerry's just might show-up like they did a 
couple of years ago.

See how much you know about ice 
cream byansweringthefollowingtrue/ 
false questions. Answers on page 10.

1. Milk is the major ingredient in ice 
cream.

2. Eighteen percent fat is about the 
maximum without ice cream tast
ing buttery.

3. The purpose of fat in ice cream is 
to create a creamy feeling in the 
mouth rather than to enhance 
flavor.

4. Heavy cream is 20 percent fat.

5. It takes 16 pounds of sugar to 
make 40 gallons of ice cream.

6. Akeyingredientinicecnsamcomes 
from seaweed.

7. If you put a chocolate chip in ice 
cream, people couldn’t eat it. The 
chip would become so hard it would 
break their teeth.

8. After it's made, ice cream is hard
ened at 40 degrees below zero F.

9. Chocolate is such a popular ingre
dient in ice cream because people 
love its flavor.

*This year's ice cream taste-off was set for 
Dec I For information on attending the 
taste-off next year, contact the Department 
of Food Science at 607-255-7616
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evely 100 new ice cream fla- 
imercially invented, only 
>d enough to test market.

Head in the Clouds (Continued from page 3)

This year offered a bumper crop of 
potato leafhoppers. And Shields had been 
seen to grin from time to time. The plane- 
net system, in its sixth redesign, flew 
well. It was a fruitful season for data 
collection, which was welcome news to 
his funding sources: he has a special 
grant from the USDA's National Research 
Initiative and donations of money and 
equipment from commercial sources 
ranging from the radio-controlled plane 
industry to private individuals.

Researchers in the field of aerobiol
ogy—t he study of things that move in the 
air. from pollens and allergens to migrat
ing birds—from all around the country 
are watching. So. too. is the federal gov
ernment. So. too, should be all of us who 
fly in commercial aircraft.

“The federal government has spent bil
lions of dollars installing NEXRAD (ad
vanced Doppler radar) systems that can 
warn of wind shears at major airports,” 
Shields explains. “At certain times of the 
year, unexplained echoes are contami
nating the radar signal, and those of us 
studying migrating insects are convinced 
that they are the cause."

What Shields hopes to do, In coopera
tion with other aerobiologists, is fly his 
collecting device over NEXRAD stations, 
sampling at specific altitudes to deter
mine whether the “noise" is bugs, as they 
suspect. If so. his findings could be the 
key to accurately calibrating these spe
cialized radar devices.

“This is how academics work," he notes 
with a smile. "We work hard, then we give 

our information away!"
Cornell plant pathologist Gary 

Bergstrom predicts that Shields's ap
proach will find other applications as 
well. “Model airplanes can be used to 
unlock some of the mysteries of plant 
disease epidemics," he says. This past 
spring. Shields and Bergstrom, using re
mote-controlled spore traps mounted 
below the wings of the planes, recovered 
viable spores of the wheat scab fungus in 
upper air currents, providing convincing 
evidence that the fungus can be trans
ported some distance from its site of 
production on cereal crop debris.

Charles Main, a plant pathologist at 
North Carolina State University, concurs. 
“Sampling the lower atmosphere for in
sects and microorganisms such as fungal 

spores is an important way to study the 
movement and dispersal of agricultural 
pests," he says. “Dr. Shields's sampling 
with remote-controlled small airplanes 
represents a new and innovative contri
bution to aerobiological research."

Shields believes that new ideas and im
provements come from unusual sources. If 
you have any contributions to help this 
project, contact Shields at Department of 
Entomology, Comstock Hall. Cornell Uni
versity, Ithaca, New York 14853; e-mail 
es28@comell. edu

Metta Winter



Pho,OS by Cho,les Horr.nglon

even had a chance to dis
cover Remember that more _ 
than a quarter of the pre-____
scription medicines used _ 
in the United States today 
contain substances har
vested from, or chemicals 
synthesized from, tropical 
plants. So you see, we cannot

Fossilized flowers mat lived when the dinosaurs walked the earth. 
The world’s largest seeds, weighing 30 pounds. More than 
825,000 plants, including 70,000 palms. You can find all these in 
the Liberty Hyde Bailey Hortorium Herbarium housed on the 
fourth floor of Mann Library.

Gou'd collected by
I H Bailey in Puerto 
Ricom 1932 used as 
a musical instrument

whose value wedon tyet
understand." i

Much of the basic research at /
the Hortorium centers on tax
onomy, or the classification of plants 
and animals according to their natural 
relationships. In an age when DNA trans
fer is becoming commonplace, knowing 
how closely plants are related to each 
other is essential to the success of breed
ing genetically engineered varieties

Although badly in need ol expanded 
facilities, the herbarium of the Bailey 
Hortorium continues to accept more than 
5,000 sheets of new specimens annually 
Before finding a resting place on the 
crammed shelves, each new addition 
spends a week s sojourn in an upright 
restaurant-sized freezer.

"At zero degrees F. all four stages in 
the life of the cigarette beetle—a dried 
plant's number one enemy—are snuffed 
out." explains assistant curator Robert 
Dirig. “Freezing is more user and curator 
friendly than chemicals. Freezing, to
gether with proper hygiene and vigilence. 
should ensure that the collection is here 
for generations of scientists to come."

For more information, see the L. H 
Bailey Hortorium Web site at <http:// 
bhort.bh.cornell.edu/herb.htm>.
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dried and mounted on sheets of creamy 
100 percent rag, acid-free paper These 
herbarium sheets are then wrapped in 
oversized manila file folders. Stacks upon 
stacks of them are piled 7-feet high in 700 
cabinets lining the fourth floor of Mann 
IJbrary. There's nary an inch to spare

What can't be mounted is placed in 
black 12 x 18 x 7-inch boxes, whether it's 
a 20-foot-long palm frond or a pine cone 
the size of a turkey breast. (The very 
large specimens are cut into pieces.)

The collection includes the world s 
smallest seeds, those of the orchid family 
as fine as dust, alongside the world s 
largest, the 30-pound double coconut 
from the Seychelles, which still conveys 
the scent of the Islands. And there are 
fossilized flowers abundant when dino
saurs walked the earth

The Palm Collection—totalling more 
than 70.000 specimens, including those 
that Liberty Hyde Bailey collected in the 
last third of his life—is rivaled only by 
that of England s Royal Botanic Gardens. 
Kew. A quarter of the herbarium s speci
mens are horticultural^ significant plants 
that stand behind Hortus Third, consid
ered the authoritative listing of all the 
plants cultivated in the United States and 
Canada, published by Hortorium staff in 

1976.
The L. H. Bailey Hortorium is a depart

ment (within the Division of Biological 
Sciences) with seven faculty members, 
two assistant curators, and sixteen gradu
ate students. Courses, including plant 
systematics and plant evolution, are 

taught there, and students from gar
den designers to plant breeders to 
historians of science to molecular 
biologists use the herbarium's 
reference archive of plants

The herbarium is the collec- 
tion of plants within the Hort- 

||M orium One of the herbarium s 
primary functions is to provide 
irrefutable evidence of the flora 
in a given place at a given time 
Knowing this allows scientists to 

determine which species are ex- 
tinct or 111 danger ol extinction, a 
matter ol vital importance, notes

W Hortorium chair
F William L.Crepet

g, “It's estimated
that a significant 

» gf percentage of the
. world's plants are

disappearing each 
year." Crepet says.

“When you lose a species, 
all of its attributes are gone 

forever, attributes which, in 
F" most cases, scientists haven't

Background A 30-pound double coconut, the 
largest seed m the world

Foreground Scanning electron micrograph 
ol an oncient fossilized flower, probably 

E related to lhe modern rhododendron
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I
n the spring of 1861. the physician 
to author and naturalist Henry 
David Thoreau advised that, for 
the sake of his health. Thoreau 
should take a long journey. Fearing 
the humidity of the Caribbean and too 

impoverished to tour Europe, Thoreau 
chose the wilds of Minnesota. He took 
along as a traveiingcompanion the young 
botanist Horace Mann Jr., who had an 
insatiable thirst for collecting plants So 
collect they did.

Thespecimens they brought back from 
‘Their two-month trek became part of a 
collection that, when Mann died just 

s-seven vears later, numbered between 
£12 000 and 15.000 His mother sold the 

collection to Andrew Dickson White, and 
with this transaction, the university's 
herbarium was born

In the decade prior to his trip west with 
Thoreau. Mann had journeyed to Hawaii, 
and amonghis finds there were “types"— 
plant species heretofore scientifically 
unknown. In addition. Mann s voracious 
collecting back home provided a thor
ough documentation of what grew wild 
around Thoreau's famed Walden Pond in 
Concord. Mass., and in other parts of 
New England The collection was a jewel.

Today. Cornell's herbarium contains 
more than 825,000 plants from all conti
nents and many ocean islands Most of 

the leaves, flowers, fruits, roots, 
bark, stems, needles, 

cones, and twigs are

http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/herb.htm


Agriculture and Life Sciences News/December 1997

ALUMNI NOTES
1930s

Wilbur F. Pease '31 ol Wapplnger Falls. N.Y , re
ceived his master's In sociology and polltleal science 
at North Carolina State University in Raleigh. N C He 
retired as assistant director ol Cooperative Fjrten- 
slon at Cornell University In 
1969

Raymond L Rider '39 ol 
Orange City, Fla, Is enjoy
ing retirement and just cel
ebrated his 56th wedding 
anniversary

Glenn Ungercr 
44 ol Buffalo. 
N.Y. has enjoyed 
retirement since 
1977 He was In the 
US Air Force as a 
meteorologist

John M. Sterling '48 ol Utica. N.Y , is a financial 
advisor with the American Express Financial Advi
sors In June 1996 he was inducted Into their hall of 
lame He is also on the board ol directors of the 
Capital District Regional 0(1 Track Belting 
Corporation

E. T. (Travis) York '49ol Gainesville Fla., chancellor 
emeritus ol Florida's state university system and a 
distinguished service prolessor emeritus at the Uni
versity ol Florida's Instltuleol Food and Agriculture 
Sciences has been designated as a "Great Floridian" 
by the Florida History Associates

195Os
Robert I. Bickford Jr. '50 
ol Ho-Ho-Kus. NJ . IS busy 
in his retirement, doing vol
unteer work lor Shelburne 
Farmsand University ol Ver

mont He also is serving his 
final term on the Northeast 

Research Center
Wilfred W. McCutcheon EdD 
'51 ol Ottawa, Ontario, re
ceived an honorary doctor
ate front Brandon University 

in 1989 in recognition olhis 12 
years ol service as professor, di

rector. and dean ol the Faculty ol Education In 1996
he received a honorary Doctor of Laws degree from
Concordia University

Harry Merker -51 ol Palm Springs, Calil. says, "alter 
40 years in agriculture. I turned a hobby ol jingle 
writing Into a commercial venture." netting him the 
prestigious CLIO award lor 'Best Jingle, 1995,' on his 
first attempt.

Conrad J. Kercher PhD '54 ol Larimee. Wyo , retired 
in June 1996 after 42 years of teaching and research 
In the Animal Science Department al University ol 
Wyoming

Dr. Richard 1- Hanks '55 ol Omak. Wash., Is now fully 
retired from dentistry and orcliardlng He has been 
traveling with his fifth wheel trailer and would appre
ciate hearing from alumni who enjoy the R V lifestyle

Leo J. Tranke '55 of Jordan. N Y . retired from the 
NYS Department ol Labor In 1988 but lias continued 
some work with them

Barton D. Scager '55 ol Smyrna, NY, was employed

Koore Business Forms for 31 years and retired In
He now lives on his wife's family farm where he 

produces beef and grows Christmas trees

I redrick J. Smith '58 of Eugene, (Ire is a professor 
emeritus ol agricultural economics at Oregon State 
University. He and Ills wile, Consuelo, lead agric ul
ture and natural resource tours to Chile as part ol 
their tour company, Anglatln Ltd

Allen E. Peterson '59 of Jamestown, N Y . Is a beel
producer and owner and o|>erator ol a retail Irult and
vegetable market

1960s
Jerome V. Hazlltt '60 of 
Hector,N Y .ownsandop
erates Hazlltt 1852 Vine
yards Winery in Hector

Jill B Nagy '61 ol Troy,
NY, just started her own 
law practice after being with 
lee & Lclorester, PC, lor 10 
years

Nancy Felthmucii Ridenour 
'65 ol Ithaca, N Y . teaches bi
ology al Ithaca High School and 
was honored this year as erne of
New York State's best middle school and high school 
science teachers by the Science Teachers
Association

Stephen D. Busack '66 ol Raleigh, N C . lias ac cepted 
the position ol director of research and collections 
at the North Carolina Museum ol Natural Sciences

Richard H. Weldgen. Jr '67 of Rochester. N Y 
reports fils company WEED MAN. earned recogni
tion Internationally as one of the top 25 best and 
most progressive lawn care coin|»anies In North 
America In 1996

1970s
Michael J. I un-ll '70. MS 72 ol Frederick. Md . is a 
research entomologist with a specialty in viruses 
transmitted by mosquitoes He also is active in the 
scouting and 4-H programs

Thomas Hoy '70 of Queensbury, N.Y . lias been 
named the chief executive officer ol Arrow Financial 
Corporation

Dr. Fredl Kronenberg 72 ol New York City is the 
director of Columbia Urilversity 'sCenter lor Comple
mentary and Alternative Medicine* and conducts 
research in women's health.

Donovan Russell PhD *73 of Nepal is presently 
country director for the US Peace Corps In Nepal

Robert M. Poole PhD '74 of Geneva. N Y Is a 
professor of viticulture In the Department of Horti
cultural Sciences at the Cornell s Agricultural Ex
periment Stat ion in Geneva. He received tiieCantarelll 
Prize lor 1995-1996 from the Italian Academy of Vine 
and Wine at the University of Perugia

Dr. Florence M. Higgins 74. DVM '81 of Rush. NY. 
operates a veterinary relief business in the Roches

ter area Her husband is an engineer at Kodak She 
has a 6-year-old son and a 3-year-old son

Dr. Howard B. Hausman '75ol Longmeadow. Mass . 
opened a practice in 1984 and is married with two 
sons

Janet B. Fallon 76 ol Tully. N Y .works as an agrono
mist for Agway She is president of the Northeast 
Brain li ol the American Society ol Agronomy and 
Soil Science Society of Agronomy She Is married 
and lias two children

Keith B. Bishop 77 ol Gulllord, Conn . lias been 
elected Io the txiard of directors of First Pioneer 
Farm Credit ACA. He represents  tile Interests of First 
Pioneer's 6400owner-borrowers In setting strategic 
direction and overseeing management

Gary S. Heckman '77 ol Dryden. N Y lias re< ently 
moved back to the Ithaca area as a result of a 
company merger He works lor Genex (imperative 
Inc . and Is responsible lor their sales and service 
programs In the US

Rebec < a Baldwin Neartioof II 79 ol Tyrone. Pa . Is 
a dairy nutritionist who Is married to a dairy farmer
They (lave two children Kenny, age 7. and Katie, age 
4 Katie is autistic, and the Nearhool's would like to 
hear from others who have autistic children

1980s
Peter J. Nolan '80 of Los 
Angeles.Calif wasfeatured 
In the April 14. 1997 Issue 
ol fortune tor the success 
that his team brought to 
Donaldson. Lufkin, and 
Jenrette.

Pliebe Clark I add Meries 
'81 ol College Station. 
Tex., isCEOof Merles 
Internet Construc
tion Co. and Is 
webmaster lor 
Texas Literacy 
Resource Center
She also Is director 
of Mertes Internet 
Ministries and does 
Internet and Intranet programming.
Rebecca E. Weems *81 ol Lexington. Ky . Is a doc
toral student In business management at the Univer
sity ol Kentucky at Lexington, with an emphasis in 
International management

Eleanor Rich Jenson '84 of Syracuse, N Y was mar 
rled to Scott Jensen In August 1996 Site Is pursuing 
her MBA degree at Ix-Moyne College in Syracuse 
while also working lull-time at Agway as an inventory 
specialist

Nell Cady -Kruse '84 ol Los Angeles. Calil. was re
cently married to Steven Kruse composer and 
songwriter They are happily living In tile Pacific 
Palisades

Michael L. Ashdown '86 and Christine Waag 
Ashdown '87. MS '89 ol Freeville, N.Y., have a son. 
Jacob, and a daughter. Rachael

Dr. Gordon M. Ortiz '86 of Ballston Spa. N. Y , is now 
in a private urology practice in Saratoga Springs. 
N Y He enjoys biking, hiking, and thoroughbred 
horse racing

Joseph W. Sarblnowskl '87 ol Brooklyn. N Y is one 
semester away from getting his MBA in Columbia's 
Executive Program.

Christopher W. Kelder '87 and Jacqueline V. Kelder 
'87 of Accord. N Y., were the recipients of the NYFB 
Young Fanner Achievement Award. They operate a 
greenhouse, dairy. U-pick, and sc hool tour opera
tion and have two children. John and Kaitlyn Jackie 
just received her master's degree

Feleclal Favroth '87 of New York. N.Y . recently wax 
ap|Xilnted field marketing manager (or Korlwl rm Hie 
Northeast Regiunal Team

RoM-tnarie Riddell Bogdan ‘89olSllng<*rlands.N Y . 
Is a litigation attorney In the Albany area

1990s
Joshua W right '90 and 
IJm Bumbafo '90 ol 
Hanover. Mass had a 
baby girl In July 1996 
The family Is doing 
well

rl Moulaert '91 
Haslltigs-on-

Hudson. NY, was 
married to Azur 
Moulaert ol Alajuela 
Costa Rica, during Hie 
summer of 1996at the 
United Nations in New 
York City Site received 
her master's in soil sci
ence at North Carolina 
State University III 1995, spe
cializing In tropical soils and sustainable agriculture 
She is employed as an environmental associate at 
Frederick i’ Clark Associates, a planning firm in Rye, 
NY

Christina J McManus '94 of Versailles, Ky., has 
finished a master's in equine reproduction and Is 
beginning her PhD

Monica S. Flores '94 < >1 San Dli-go Calil. is working on 
Braille music software that she reports was Inspired 
by an ABEN class on assistive technology

Ellleen Hans ’94 ol Home-del. NJ . is unit manager of 
Phillip Morris USA in Manliattan She married Gary 
Hans in Augusl 1996

Valerie A. Schneider '94 ol Brookline, Mass , Is a 
third-year graduate student In biology al Harvard 
Medi< al School She Is researching tieart develop
ment in Irogs She reports that her roommate, 
Kathleen McIntyre '94. is getting married this sum 
nier in Troy, N.Y
Zachary P IM ..I New York I lly Is ssottwMe
developer “■•** nHOtgage aoAlysl al a financial infor
mation company His interests are Investing, base- 
ball, running, and traveling

Gilberto S. Albuquerque PhD '95 ol Fluminense, 
Brazil, is a professor and researcher at State Univer
sity ol North Fluminense working with biological 
control

Thomas J. Holden '95 ol De Witt, N.Y , is employed 
at an environmental consulting firm, performing a 
wide variety of tasks associated with hazardous 
waste remediation

Evangeline D. Loh '95 of San Antonio. Tex . is pursu
ing her PhD in pharmacology at UTHSCSA and is 
adjusting to life in Texas

Meredith A. Seymour '95 ol Clifton Park N.Y , is 
developing a hydraulic computer model for water
sheds.

Diane A. Ginzery '95 ol Ithaca N.Y., is a single 
mother who Is a hawk handler-trainer at Cayuga 
Nature Center, a leader for Enfield Brownies, and a 
member ol Hie Enlield Afterschool Parenl Advisory 
Group She also is a GJS Specialist at Cornell

Janice M. Sicgford '95 ol Moscow. Idaho, is complet- 
XZ”"’’ pro,!rani z<x,l,,*fy •' ,lie University

Vijaya L Ayengar '96 of Seattle. Wash plans to 
continue her studies in immunology and cell biology 
with emphasis on retrovirus treatment with gene 
therapy

Joseph P. Deforest '96 ol Ithaca N.Y ,1s employed by
Robert Trent Jones Goll Course at Comefl

Anwar A. Khan, ptofessot of horficultuial 
science and a world-renowned scientist in the 
fields ol seed physiology, biochemistry, ond 
molecular biology at the New York Slate 
Agricultural Expenment Station in Geneva.

’ N Y died June 28 He was 62
’Dr Khan was one ol the most highly re- 

specled soenhsts m his field.' sad Hugh Puce.
i professor and chair of the deportment al horti 
cultural sciences of lhe sioiion A prolific writer 
Khon hod more than 170 refereed scientific 
lournol ohides Rs his aedif He also was editor 
d three books in the areas of seed physiology 
and biology published in 1977, 19&2, ond 
1992

“His work on dormancy ond germination of 
seeds, on hormone pMofegy* on siiess phys i 
rJwgy and physiological and domical seed 
t'eafmenh was known throughout the world * 
Puce sod 'He was looked to by his peers for 

i advice He wiii be sorely missed '

Robert A. Polson, professor emeritus of 
rural sociology died on July 4 twodays before 
his 91 st birthday

Faculty Obituaries
Polson came lo Cornell in 1931, working os 

an extension ogent, teacher, researcher ond 
odministralor in the Department of Rural Sociol
ogy From 1944 io 1945, he served os slate 
supervisor for lhe Emergency Farm Labor Pro
gram Hechairedlhedeporimenfinlhe 1950s

His foreign assignments included a Fulbright 
Professorship al SiHiman University in the Philip 
pines He was a training consultant at the 
Philippine Community Development program 
and o consultant lor lhe U S International 
Cooperation Administration in North Afnco 
and Asia.

Margaret Hodgman Stone, who hod 
been a senior curator at the Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Hortonum. died July 8 She was 83

Stone served os president of lhe Cornell 
chapter ol S«gma Delta Epsiton/Gioduote 
Women in Science and was a fellow of the 
American Association lor lhe Advancement of 
Science

Prior lo her career at Cornell she was a 
Mercer Research fellow ol lhe Hatvord Univer
sity Herbaria Alter leaving the Hortonum m 

1979, she taught in lhe University ol Florida's I 
Deportment of Botany and lectured at Western , 
Reserve University ond at lhe University of the 
Philippines

Robert J. "Jeff" Wagenet, professor 
and former choir of lhe Department of Soil. 
Crop ond Atmospheric Sciences died July 31 
He was 46

In April the Cornell Soil Judging Team 
dedicated its effort lo Wagenet in the soil ■ 
judging notional championships held in Modi | 
son, Wise Through his support when he was | 
choir d the deportment, the Soil Judging Team 1 
was outfitted with appropriate geoi and pro . 
cured a larger travel budget In 1996 the team 
won the national championship

His many honors included on award from lhe 
Sol ond Water Conservation Soc .ety of America 
lor his work in characterizing chemical reac
tions in soils and water systems Wagenet also i 
served os editor of lhe Journal ol Environmental ' 
Qualify

Christina S Burkert '96 ol Darmstadt. Germany. Is 
an English teacher and would like to lx- employed in 
business She plans lo get married in the near future

Jason I. Gerena '96 ol London. Ontario. Is currently 
attending the Ross University School ol Veterinary 
Medicine in St Kitts



Read Science Articles 
with a W\ry Eye

7

Science writers are storytellers, using devices to capture the 
reader's interest. Your job, as a reader, is to unravel the tale 

and decipher what the research really says.

F
or more than a decade Bruce 
Lewenstein has been teaching 
the college’s undergrads how 
to write science articles for 
newspapers, magazines, and the 
broadcast media. As a former science 

journalist himself, Lewenstein. who to
day holds a joint appointment in the De
partment of Communication and in Sci
ence and Technology Studies, knows a 
good piece of journalism when he sees it. 

So we asked his advice. When we read 
a headline such as, "Focus Is on Diagno
sis as Melanoma Rates Soar,” should we 
rush off to the dermatologist to get our 
skin checked? Not before you read the 
story very, very carefully. Lewenstein 
says. That’s what a good headline should 
do, motivate you to read the article, but 
not necessarily reflect what’s in the article. 

"Reporters don’t write the headlines 
that go with their stories; heads are writ
ten by copy editors," Lewenstein explains. 
“The copy editors may or may not have 
read the whole story themselves. Head
lines are written to fit spaces and may not 
be an accurate summation of what the 
story really says."

Writers frequently get their ideas for 
stories from a scientific paper that ap- 

in a Journal—tor example. The Jour
nal of the American Medical Association. 
This original written source typically fol
lows a standard format: introduction, ma
terials and methods, results, analysis, 
and discussion.

But a media story follows a different 
structure. Theoverarchinggoal is tokeep 
you reading. “A good science writertakes 
the scientific result that’s been presented

Who funded the research? This 
should be in the story. Use this 
information to judge whether 

the research is likely to support 
the goal of the funder.

and looks for the human interest ele
ment: why the scientist was prompted to 
do that particular type of research or 
how the findings fit into the bigger con
text. say of other research in the field.” 
Lewenstein says. The writer often adds 
anecdotes to turn otherwise dry material 
into a story readers can relate to.

JUST THE FACTS? Lewenstein says that to |udge the quality of a publication's science 
reootfina. readers should consider the writer’s leod time, but the publication's circulation 
or reputation doesn't necessarily count.

knowing this, the reader’s task then is 
to disassemble what a good writer has so 
painstakingly put together, to look be
neath the devices of storytelling for what 
is said about the?science itself.
’nflere are spine considerations to guide 
you:

• Who did the research? Is it a university 
scientist. agovernment research team, 

tor an individual without institutional 
^[affiliation? The latter clues the reader 

to be more skeptical.

Has the research been published in the 
professional literature or a government 
report or presented at a meeting of a 
reputable scientific organization? A 
good writer will cite this. Publication 
and public presentation confer cred-

ibility and demonstrate the scientists’ 
willingness to expose their work to the 
scrutiny of their peers. It does not, 
however, indicate endorsement by ei
ther professional organizations or pub
lications.

Who funded the research? This should 
be in the story. Use this information to 
judge whether the research is likely to 
support the goal of the funder. (If the 
Walnut Commission funded research 
that found that eating walnuts prevents 
Alzheimer's, be skeptical.)

How does the research fit into the big
ger picture? Are the findings prelimi
nary data or fairly conclusive? If the 
result is not conclusive, what further 
studies should be done? If the result is 

conclusive, the writer should show how 
it fits into a long tradition of research 
studies.

• Look for numbers. How many people 
were involved—a handful, hundreds, 
thousands? How long did the study 
take—two weeks, six months, ten years? 
Were both men and women included?

• Were the subjects human or animal? 
Much of scientific research can only be 
done on animals, but there’s a leap of 
uncertainty going from animal to hu
man data.

• Are the results consistent with mul
tiple lines of evidence? Scientific evi
dence can come in many forms: anec
dotal. epidemiological (statistical ex
amination of patterns in large groups of 
people), controlled laboratory experi
ments. and clinical trials. Are the new 
research findings consistent with pre
vailing knowledge?

• Consider the writer's lead time. Writ
ers for daily publications typically have 
much less lead time than those who 
write lor monthly magazines (for tele
vision. it can be only a few hours). The 
more time a writer has to work on the 
story, the more well rounded it should 
lx-

How many people were in
volved—a handful, hundreds, 
thousands? How long did the 
study take—two weeks, six 

months, ten years? Were both 
men and women included?

• Does the publication’s circulation or 
reputation count? Not necessarily, 
Lewenstein says. “Some small town 
papers have excellent science report
ers. On the other hand, I wouldn't auto
matically trust what I read in the major 
dailies."

Above all. he says, remember that jour
nalism is about what’s new. And what’s 
new today is old tomorrow. The nature of 
the beast is that slight variations on a 
theme are as likely to make the headlines 
as big breakthroughs.

Metta Winter

How Valid Is Info on the Web?
More ond more people are turning to the 
World Wide Web to validate (or refute) 
scientific information, especially on human 
health Yet some of what is posted there 
stands on shakier ground than what ap
pears in other media.

The prelim for one of Lowenstein's courses 
requires students to evaluate severe 
Web sites—from Ask Doctor Weil 
(www drweil.com) to the U.S. Pubic Health 
Service Centers for Disease Control 
(www.cdc.gov) Remember, he says, that 
absolutely onyoody can post information 
on the Web

Checking out the source is critical Do 
that by looking attheaddress On the home 
page, look at what comes after the http:// 

and before the next colon or slash. In the 
second example above, "www” means 
World Wide Web, "cdc" means Centers 
for Disease Control, and "gov" indicates 
some branch of the United States govern
ment

These final three letters are called generic 
Top Level Domains (gTLDs). The Internet 
originally had five gTLDs:

• gov for government organization
• com for a commercial site
• edu for an educational institution

• org for on organization that, although 
not necessarily nonprofit, typically 
does not aim to sell anything

• uk for a country, in this case the
United Kingdom
The following seven new gTLDs have 

been proposed:

• firm for businesses or firms

• store for businesses offering goods to 
purchase

• web for entities emphasizing activities 
related to the World Wide Web

• arts for entities emphasizing cultural 
and entertainment activities

• rec for entities emphasizing recre-
otion/entertainment activities

• info for entities providing information 
services

• nom for those wishing individual or 
personal nomenclature

Moving through the site to pages beyond 
the home page adds letters and back 
slashes to the oddress, so be sure you're on 
the home page when checking out the 
gTLD Ifyouendupmanylevelsdeepwithin 
a Web site, highlight and copy the oddress 
up to and including (but not beyond) the 
three letters of the gTLD, paste this into your 
browser's "open location" option, and hit 
return. This will take you back to the home 
page of the Web site

drweil.com
http://www.cdc.gov


Bat and Raptor 
Student Gets 
Perkins 
Scholarship

ALS senior Nancy Pau '98 received the 
Mutual of Omaha Marlin Perkins Schol
arship Award for 1997inMayfromTed 
Monroe, a representative for Mutual 
of Omaha. Also present was Barbara 
Knuth, associate professor of natural 
resources. Pau is planning for a career 
in conservation, combining her love of 
education with wildlife research.

Pau, who grew up in New York City, 
developed her interest in wildlife con
servation from watching educational 
TV programs on PBS. Her first intro
duction to Cornell was as a participant 

I in the Cornell Environmental Sciences 
/ Intern program during her junior year 
I in high school. Pau has worked as the 
/ assistant coordinator for the Bat Edu- 
/ cation Project of Central New York, as 
/ a field assistant on a study of little 
I brown bat population dynamics, and 
as a public educator at the Cornell 
Raptor Center.

The scholarship is named for Perkins 
who was the host ot the TV program 
Mutual of Omaha's Wild Kingdom, which 

I showed animals in their natural habi- 
I tats and explained the importance of 
I conserving nature.

Hullar Named
Director of 
Center for 
Environment
Theodore 1. Hullar, the biochemist who 
served as chancellor of the University 
of California at Davis and at Riverside in 
the 1980s and 1990s, as well as director of 
the Cornell University Agricultural Ex
periment Station in the 1980s, has re
turned to Ithaca as director of the 
Cornell Center for the Environment 
(CfE).

“We are delighted to have Ted Hullar 
return to Cornell and to pick up the 
reins of leadership at the center," said 
Norman R. Scott PhD '62. Cornell vice 
president for research and advanced 
studies. "He brings tremendous ex
pertise in environmental issues and a 
powerhouse of energy and enthusi
asm that will involve the faculty in 
issues that affect all of us."

Daryl B. Lund, dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences and chair 
of the CfE Governing Board, com
mented: "The governing board is en
thusiastically looking forward to the 
interdisciplinary strength that Ted 
brings to the position of director. Is
sues concerning the environment and 
natural resources require strength and 
cooperation across the disciplines of 

' the university." The CfE Governing 
Board consists of deans of the col
leges at Cornell.

Hullar succeeds Walter R. Lynn, the 
professor of civil and environmental 
engineering who directed CfE since 
1995.

Natural Resources 
Marks 50th and 100th 
Anniversaries
In 1998 the Department of Natural Re
sources will celebrate the 100th anni
versary of America's first four-year 
college of forestry at Cornell and the 
50th anniversary of the department's 
predecessor, the Department of 
Conservation.

In 1898 the New York Legislature ap
propriated funds to start the College of 
Forestry at Cornell. Resources provided 
included Adirondack property for dem
onstrations, which, when established, 
caused a public relations furor, forcing 
permanent loss of the college's funding 
in 1903.

In 1910, Dean Liberty Hyde Bailey 
established a Department of Forestry 
to train professionals. Its graduates 
were much in demand, and so Fernow 
Hall was built in 1914 to house the 
department. Under the dire fiscal out
look of the mid 1930s, the legislature 
restricted B.S. degree preparation to 
the state forestry college at Syracuse 
University, leaving at Cornell forest 
science and management work ancil
lary to education in agriculture, along 
with support for a new program in “Wild 
Life Conservation and Management."

In 1948 a new Department of Conser
vation was formed to merge the re
maining forestry faculty with the long- 
established work in vertebrate zool
ogy. also with a pioneering fishery biol

ALS Alumni en,oyed an exciting football game with Colgate leading fo a 38-38 tie 
44~38 ?™en <?®a,h Colgate In front are Don Wh.teman 

39 and Betty .Whileman, Adams N Y , who were celebrating then 50th weddmq 
anniversary that day Whiteman is a past president of the AIS Alumni Assoaation

' °sluden' me"lb« of 'he Campus Events Committee, 
n°2k 59■ fo,rP°rt' N Y • and S.s ond Clarence Parke.

, Odessa, N Y . of the ALS Alumni Association’s tailgate party before the 
Homecoming football game

ogy program and new efforts in wildlife 
management and in oceanography. It 
was renamed the Department of Natu
ral Resources In 1970.

The faculty, staff, and students in 
natural resources will observe these 
anniversaries by taking stock, gaining 
perspective on where they have been 
and where they should be going, and to 
celebratewhat they have accomplished.

Alumni are encouraged to attend an
nual ALS and university alumni events 
which will include special programs to 
mark the natural resources' anniversaries.

The ALS Alumni Forum on April 18 
(see back cover of this issue) will have 
natural resources topics as part of the 
offered courses. The June 4-7 Cornell 
Reunion will have some special pro
grams. and exhibits at Fernow Hall will 
be accessible throughout Reunion 
weekend. And don't forget Homecom
ing. which begins Oct. 17.

During winter '98, the natural resources 
staff will offer programs to off-campus 
ALS alumni groups. Please contact Rich
ard Church, director of ALS Alumni Af
fairs. (607)-255-7651. if your group would 
like to plan such a program.

For up-to-date information on the 
forthcoming celebrations, find the 
Department of Natural Resources on 
the World Wide Web at http:// 
www.dnr.cornell.edu

Sea Creatures Find Their 
Way Back to Cornell

Came Coll Breese '86

T
he Blaschka Marine Invertebrate Collection may be returning to Cornell this 
fall, following years of storage at the Corning Glass Museum (see ALS News, 
November 1994 cover story). The stunning collection is made up of glass sea 
invertebrates, life-sized and larger, made by the famed natural history artisans 
Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka in the late 1800s. The collection contains 570 pieces, 
each with remarkable and accurate detailing, all hand-crafted in glass

The collection's new home will be the atrium of Corson Hall, according to Drew 
Harvell, associate professor in ecology and systematics and curator of the college s 
invertebrate collections. Plans have been approved for a customized display 
cabinet which will store specimens as well as display them, and which will have 
humidity control and special lighting. A glass restorationist associated with the 
Corning Glass Museum will do the necessary work of repairing parts of the 
collection.

Only a few more steps remain to bring this-pri 
to Cornell. For information on how you ^jn, 
Development Office, 607-255-7661.

fcs and beautiful treasure back 
^jgiitact Flora Karasin. ALS

http://www.dnr.cornell.edu
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Taking Stock—and
Giving It

I
t s hard to miss the daily news re
ports on the stock market. Formost 
people, the value of stock invest
ments has grown over the years— 
and dramatically over the past decade 
As a result, many investors now find them

selves with assets that will generate sig
nificant capital gains taxes if sold.

Example: Dave and Madeleine Smith 
purchased 100 shares in BXY Corpora
tion in 1982 at a cost of $2,000. Now the 
shares are worth $10,000 and pay less 
than 2 percent in annual dividends. If the 
Smiths sold the stock today, they would 
realize an $8,000 capital gain. Under tax 
rates in force per the Taxpayer Relief Act 
of 1997, they could owe as much as $ 1.600 
in federal capital gains tax. More could be 
due in state taxes as well, depending on 
where they live. They could also experi
ence a higher capital gains tax rate if they 
sold stock they have owned less than 18 
months.

The Smiths are not pleased with this 
prospect and feel they are "locked in" to 
their gain. Given these conditions, they 
have reluctantly decided to hold their 
stock for the time being, hoping the fu
ture might bring more favorable condi
tions for a sale.

What about the future?
Many people believe that the fundamen
tals of the U.S. stock and bond markets 
are strong and that values will continue 
to rise over time.

Others, however, are concerned that 
there may be more "corrections." or de
creases, in asset values on the horizon. In 
that case, more could be lost in market 
values than might be due in capital gains 
tax on a sale today.

While no one can predict the future, if 
you find yourself experiencing this di
lemma. you may wish to read on for inter
esting Ideas about actions you can take 
today that can leave you in a better finan
cial position, regardless of fluctuating 
markets and/or changes in tax policies.

Eliminating capital gains 
tax
American taxpayers have long enjoyed 
the opportunity to make charitable gifts 
of gains in their investments and bypass 
capita] gains taxes—in effect, using "pa
per profits" to help reduce federal and, 
perhaps, state income taxes. A gift to 
Cornell’s College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences will qualify you for charitable 
gift tax savings.

This is possible because our nation's 
tax laws allow a person to give appreci
ated assets and take a current income tax 
deduction for the current fair market 
value of the asset no matter what was 
originally paid for it.

To deduct gifts of appreciated assets at 
their current value, you must have owned 
t hem for at least one year and a day. Such 
gifts are deductible up to 30 percent of 
adjusted gross income in the year of the 
gift. Any unused deduction amounts may 
be deducted over as many as five subse
quent tax years. Check with your tax 
advisor for current rates and how you 
can maximize tax savings when making 
your gift.

Important to act now
The higher your tax rate is. the lower 
your cost of giving securities and certain 
other assets that have increased in value 
while you have owned them. Capital gains 
tax savings make gifts of appreciated as
sets especially attractive.

Since the amount of your tax savings 
depends on the length of time you have 
owned your assets as well as on the 
value, it may be vital to act today when 
you are certain of the value of your in
vestments. rather than besubject to pos
sible market fluctuations that could re
duce the amount ol your gift as well as 
your tax savings.

Retaining income while 
making a gift
For many people, investments in securi
ties represent a nest egg on which they 
plan to rely for income and security in 
later years. Several plans, called life in
come agreements, allow thoughtful do
nors to make gifts while retaining a fixed 
or variable income for life or for a speci
fied period of time.

Through a planned gift to Cornell's 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
it is possible to give securities and in
crease your income with a charitable gift 
annuity, a pooled life income fund, or a 
charitable remainder trust.

You can thus make a significant future 
gift, while increasing your income from 
appreciated assets. A current income 
tax deduction is also allowed for the 
value ol the eventual charitable gift. We 
will be pleased to help you or your advi
sors obtain more information about these 
options.

Give a security while 
"keeping" it
Suppose you are pleased with a particu
lar investment and do not wish to give up 
your position in that security. This can 
lead to an understandable reluctance to 
use the security to make your charitable 
gifts.

Is there a way to give a security while 
still "keeping" it? Suppose In the above 
example, Dave and Madeleine Smith make 
a $10,000 gift and. in so doing, bypass the 
capital gains tax on the entire $8,000 
increase in value. They could then use 
the $ 10,000 in cash they might otherwise 
have given to repurchase shares in the 
same corporation. They will then own 
the same amount of stock with a new 
higher cost basis of $10,000.

in the event of a market correction, 
they will then have a capital loss to de
clare in the stock rather than simply less 
gain. If the stock increases in value, the 
Smiths will enjoy a new, higher cost ba
sis and will only owe tax on future sale 
proceeds in excess of $10,000.

When securities have 
decreased in value

If the securities you would like to give 
have dropped in value below their origi
nal cost, it is usually better to sell them 
and give the cash proceeds. You may 
then be able to claim tax benefits for 
both the capital loss and the charitable 
gift

Dealing with uncertainty
Many have found the planning options 
presented in this article to be appealing 
and convenient ways to make meaning
ful charitable gifts while also dealing with 
uncertain market conditions and peri
odic changes in federal tax policy.

As the old adage says, "A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush," You may 
never be In a better position than this 
year to effectively utilize welcome tax 
incentives to help fulfill charitable 
obligations.

Making your gift
If you are interested in obtaining more 
information on making a gift using securi
ties or other planned gift information/ 
brochures, please call Tracy Keller Wiles 
’88, associate director for ALS Planned 
Giving, at 607-255-7833. After you have 
decided which security to give and the 
amount, we can help you complete your 
gift in the most efficient manner.

I---------------------------------------------------------------- ,

ALS Planned Giving 
Information

. □ I am interested in including the 
College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences in my will or estate

I plans. Please send me
| information.
I □ I have included the College of I
| Agriculture and Life Sciences in |
| my will or estate plans.

I Please return this to |
I Tracy Keller Wiles'88
I Associate Director for I
| Planned Giving 
| 270 Roberts Hall 
j Ithaca, NY 14853

| You may also call 607-255-7833
| or e-mail: TLW6@cornell.edu

i-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

Correction

Susan McCouch, winner of the 
Young Faculty Teaching Award, 
was incorrectly identified in the 
last issue. McCouch is a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Plant Breeding.

r — ~ ~ T---------------------------------------------------- 1

* Moving or
i Just Heading South | 
i for the Winter?
I Stay in touch with your alma mater through !

1 uninterrupted delivery of ALS Neivs by re- ' 
| turning the change-ot-address form |

I Mall to

I Office of Alumni Affairs
I 265 Roberts Hall .

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
I Cornell University
| Ithaca. NY 14853-4203

I Name I

Class Year______________________________ j

I _____________________________________ |

| Alum? Faculty? Friend?

I Former Address |

, New Address
I -------------------------------------------------------------- — |

I ----------------------------------------------------------------------- |

| Heading South? as of____________________  |

| until____________________________________  |

I Phone (Home) __________________ I

| '
| Occupation_____________________ ________

| Personal News___________________________ |

(Ute separate sheet of paper if necessary)

'97-'98Z§
ALS ALLJIW 
ASSOCIATIO 
LEADERSHIP

Mkhael Barrett
14(11 Dice Road
Suttr I7W
Mteteauga Ontario Canada

M1 | 1745)11 
(416/3664775)0
HrM Vtea Prtedawt
Nation Hermdmi ’64 
HJUOSMRd 
(aOMNWl NY 14067

It. i ,.'tui
(716 4X3-2651X1
locate Vke Prwidowf
David R Trior 65
RR n Box 443 
(Man Comm. NY I2SI4 
S: . ii

146774223. 106) ()

Cavntte.
A Edward Stehr W
M»l fra 775
Cajjfljh NY 130369757

<315.-677

IhtrlindWrak 44
3 Cleveland Dr
Addtv.i NY I4N0I 
(607/3592179 )H
DMrtd It Orteans. C4MSM 
*Y—-t Uvtagatei Camtte 
Rasmond Emenwetn 64Kavira rwTfznrtrvwtti M 
2lu6KmdaBRd 
Kendal. NY 14476 
(7I4«SMM67)H
District 20 Ntogara. Irte

ixmvm w Moramarco 77
6 < herrytroud Road 
' £~*Y**y- ** ’ *5»74l ILocust VaBry..»
. .....

District 2 IhtfsQuMm.
airt.watef.wWte.
3SW RlstM aiOH

I New York NY 10024
I (212/8743117)11 

(516/231-1057)0
District 1: Bratu. tew York
Count*..
fjnar KnudMnl*91 
22DEaatS4thS< ZN 
New York. NY I
(212317/I6KM 
(212/9167923)0

Nation Herendeen *64
MM) MUI Rd
Gasport. NY 14067 
(716.772-7243)H 
(7164XW65IX)
District JI Chautauqua ate 
faUrtpMrai'62* 
340 Chestnut Street 
Fredonia, NY 1406X1662
1
(716*6726234)0
Oterict H: tew England
I’atrhis A (ltertcrtcn "56 
75 W Ave
Nate 02192
(617/4443822)11
District U Conada 
Kimberley M Thompsrai W 
85 Forest Road
Cambridge Ontario NIS 386
Canada

S19/740-1385) H 
19/653-1424)0

Tomoko MoHnaoa W9 
4515 Wllard Ave S B16I5 
Chevy OsmeMD 2OHI5 
(301^074K6)H
District 2* MWwmt/(antral

aXSTrCox^I
1MI WUataoc Ave 
Emtnttaa.CA 92024 
(619/942-6210)11 
(6I9/57M006X)
MstffctU Brwm.
Cm tell

Ttoga

District 4 Putnaaa. WastcWs

Stark I Wils.■
27 law Road
BnarcW Manor. NY 10510 
(914/762*2943)11 
(914/7624)438)0
District » Stetean. Orange 
Ulster Count*.•
Trier Euri Jr 78 
PO Box447
Munroe NY 1095(1 
(914/7744W»>)H
District 6: UMU Craooa.

Alan R Knrttt *77 
96TargoahRd 
Candor. NY 13743 
(W7/6SM275)
STAT1 COORDCNATOBS/ AMA 
CAPTAINS

IVtev J f *amiun* Uu

David R Trior 65
RR2 Bos 443
Clinton Comer* NY 12514 
(9I4368-7796M1 
(914/67742Z3 ext 106)0

RaakUa. Hawiftaa Camtte
Gecjflrey C Yalta 77
37 Lake Rata Dr
Chary. NY 12921 
(5ira«257)H 
(51M<467330X>
DtaMd llrteffanoa. Late*. St 
Lawrenc. Count*..
WBam I. Rodce *57 
Route 42 Bum 218
Canton. NY 13bl7 
(315'38644447)1!
District 11 Markka ar. Modnon
OaaMa Cawrite
Mary (MoOle) Pufwr W
540 Garden Street 
UMbMb sy 1 Ml 
(315/8Z36244)
District ll OteWMca. Otega. 
DaUwara Cowrite
PairukT Rvan’M
760 Co Kd
Oxted NY I3KD
(gW MMOMH
(667 7533X31)0
Dsslrtct 14: Tompkins Cordate

John R Whittle! an 68 
508 Nya Road. RD <3 
Cortland NY 13045 
S*7/753-7219*1

15/471-1861)0

JudBhRCox61 
1841 WlbUmc Ave 
Lncinrta* CA 92024 
(6IW26210W1
(619/5764006)0
ConrwctKut
Stale ( ravtltnator 
Jane Lontfrvt ook 69 
I Woodude Circle 
Hartford. <T UblOS 
(2O3Z12-4992)H
Florida

VtMCapUiti 
Jesse Hamwi *51 
444 Monroe l> 
Sarawte H 3432b 
(8I3/3W-ISC)H

mailto:TLW6@cornell.edu


Alumni Awards Banquet Alumnus Returns to 
Campus After 72 Years

Answers to “Take the
Ice Cream Test”
(on page 4)

1.

2.

3.

False. The major ingredient in ice 
cream is air, because ice cream is 
actually a gas in liquid emulsion.

True. Gourmet ice creams are 
about 18 percent fat while tradi
tional grocery store brands con
tain about 13 percent.

True. Fat imparts a feeling rather 
than a flavor.

4. False. Heavy cream is nearly half 
(40 percent) fat.

5. True. The intensity of sweetness is 
diminished by freezing, so when 
the student groups make their 40 
gallons, they must weigh out 16 
pounds of sugar.

6. True. The major emulsifier and 
stabilizer in ice cream is carra
geenan, which comes from algae.

7. True. All additions to ice cream 
must be especially formulated so 
as to be chewable at frozen tem
peratures.

8. True. And it's best eaten at about 
I 20 degrees F.

I 9. False. While people think It's the 
flavor they love, the real attraction 
is its melting point. Chocolate is a 
very unusual fat that melts at 9& 
degrees F., the temperatureofthe 
inside of the mouth.

AO. True. Experts at a commercial Ice 
cream flavoring company create 
an average of 1OO new ice cream

, flavors a year to get 10 worth 
commercial production.

Pictured with post recipient! ol lhe Outstanding Alumni Award and Outstanding Foculty/ 
Staff award at the annual banquet held during Homecomm atelh.s.year s award 
recipients Pictured from row hr Outstanding Alumni Frank A WaMey 43 
David J Nolan BS '49, MS '51, Pablme Bridge, N Y , Susan E OffuH MS 80, PhD 82, 
Rockville, Md Pete. G Ten Eyck I '60 Voorheeswlle, NY,
Award recipient James J Bittner 80, Barker NY 
reaper* W Conoid Butler BS 66, MS 68 (Ohio Sk*I. ^^duel FreevjHe, 
N Y and Richard D Adm MS '51, PhD '59 Exeter, N H Also.honored bd pctoed
John S Niederhauser BS'39, PhD '43, Tucson, Anz Also pictured is AIS Alumni Association 
Awards cho.r Patncia Chatterton '56, Needham, Moss /right end of 2nd rcw)

J Edgar Hyatt '25, Bainbridge, N.Y . 
visited campus in August This was the 
first time he was bock since graduat
ing Daughters Manon and Margaret 
accompanied him While here, he 
found the seat bearing his name in 
the David I Call Alumni Auditorium, 
#G25, and toured the campus

"Big E" Event Well 
Attended

ALS Alumni Gather in Tucson

Craig Gfeller '98, Livonia,N Y , student director on the ALS Alumni 
Association board of directors, stands with Al Simons ’64, Tucson, Ariz 
Arizona state coordinator for the ALS Alumni Association, at the BBQ at 
Old Tucson Studios in conjunction with lhe National Agricultural Alumni 
& Development Association (NAADA) annual conference in June

In West Springfield, Mass , Prof Gene 
German MS '59, PhD '72 spoke to 
more than 50 AIS alumni and friends 
about trends and future developments 
in supermarkets at the 9th annuol 
alumni event at the Springfield 
Exposition This reception and dinner, 
held on September 14, was sponsored 
by the New England district of the ALS 
Alumni Association

A Fterfect Gift
The college’s alumni association is offenng 10" x 13" and 

15" x 17" color reproductions of four oil paintings by 
Victor R. Stephen, professor emeritus of communication 

Alumni and (acuity members chose these scenes, which 

represent the four seasons, as lhe mast memorable of 

campus and the Ithaca countryside Send the following:

10"x 13~ 15"xlF

PURE ADIRONDACK MAPLE SYRUP
-Terrific Gifts! X*
The college's Deportment of Natural Resources can ship Cornelkbrand maple syrup in 
"mailable" plastic jugs anywhere in the United States. Each jug carries a label 
indicating that the syrup was produced in Lake Placid

Pure Cornell 
sion Field Stati 
and extensio 
Syrup is av

le syrup is produced at the Uihlein Sugar Maple Researchixten- 
the Adirondack Mountains Sales support sugar maple research

Taughannock Falk. Winter Morning 

libe Slope Spnng Evenings 

Beebe Lake Bndge Summer Night 

Cascadilla Gorge Fall Afternoon 

The Four Season Set

________ pnnts at $10 each. 

________ prints at $10 each 

________ prims at $10 each 

________ pnnts al $10 each 

________ all pnnts for $35

________ prints al $20 each 

________ pnnts at $20 each 

________ prints at $20 each 

________ pnnts at $20 each 

________ all pnnts for $70

Alumni Assn members, $30(10" x 13")or $60(15" x l7Daset My membership expires--------

Mail to ALS Alumni Aaxiabon. 265 Roberts Hall. Cornell University Ithaca. NY I-WS3

Ptease add $5lorddneryoutsKk-c<mtinenlallkiiled  Slates Endow check or money order payable to 

ALS Alumni Association

Address_______________ ______________________ _—————---------------------------------

City__________________________ ___State/Country---------------------------------------- Z’P----------- ----------------------------

Ttus is a gift ixder Please mail to above individual, and enclose a card reading----------- -------------------------------

rices Include shippingr Zip Code Prefix
51 to 99*

$11 75
16 75
25 25
42.75

To

Uihlein Sugar Maple
Lake Plocid, NY 12946. Attn: s Stoats

Make checks payable to Cornell University.

‘Prices apply to continental U.S. only; others should contact Lewis 
for information.

sion Field Station, Bear Cub R
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Questions

---------------Answers
Question 1
If you could have done something different 
during college, what would it have been?

Question 2
What haveyou been doing since you gradu
ated from Cornell?

Question 3
As you walk around campus now, what 
difference or changes do you observe?

Question 4
How did Cornell help you succeed in the 'real 
world'?

Question 5
Who influenced you the most during your 
college life?

Question 6
What is your most outstanding memory of 
Cornell and the college?

Jessica Hoomans '92
North Chili. N. Y

1 III had known I was going to switch out 
of engineering, I would have taken 
fewer engineering courses and spent 
more afternoons playing Frisbee on 
Libe Slope.

2. I’ve been working with and meeting 
the needs of the poor in Bolivia. Noth-

\ ing compares with the Joy that I saw 
; when I shared hope and love with the 

children.
3. A lot of construction! Mann Library 

has changed. A lot of building goes 
along with progressive changes in 
learning. It still is an exciting, beautiful 
campus with gorges.

4 I think the pressures of academic and 
campus life helped develop my skills: 
time management, moral decision mak
ing, and beating stress before it beats 
you. All of these I found useful in Ameri
can society as well as in the third 
world.

5. Sandy Corbitt, director of Corneil Cam
pus Crusade for Christ, influenced me 
the most. She challenged me in living 
out my Christian faith.

6. Graduation Day! The sense of accom
plishment, freedom of academic pres
sures. and treasure of great friends— 
who all huddled together to beat the 
cold on that rainy day.

Suzanne M. Balet '93
Ballston Spa, N. Y

1. I feel good about the steps I’ve taken. I 
wouldn't have changed anything.

2 I’m self-employed at Balet Flowers and 
Design I grow 150 varieties of flowers, 
go to three or four farmers' markets a 
week, and also do some wedding ar
rangements.

3. The campus and landscaping is as 
beautiful as it has always been.

4 I think Cornell helped my research 
skills, where to go to find out about 
things. I spent a lot of time at the 
Career Center the spring semester of 
my senior year.

5. My mom because we started the busi
ness together. She had an incredible 
job and whatever she did she was 
determined. I just tried to meet her 
standards

6. I look at the gardens and landscape all 
around. It is a beautiful campus and 
always was a lot of fun!

Jonathan W. Miller '94
White River Junction, Vt.

1. I would have taken more electives 
Classes on cooking and wines were 
the most diverse ones I took. I defi
nitely would have explored more 
class opportunities.

2. I work (or the John Deere Company in 
the marketing sector.

3. There are some new buildings, but 
there is always construction going 
on. Most recently Sage is being re
done.

4. Cornell provided me with "real world" 
challenges that helped me prepare 
for life after college

5. A few professors who 1 worked very 
closely with, among them Brian Earle, 
influenced me the most. Cornell 
alumni also influenced me. I looked 
at what they did to get where they are 
and decided what I needed to do to 
get where I wanted to be.

6. The activities 1 was involved in and 
my time in the Fire Station are my 
most outstanding memories. I didn't 
know my way around the Ithaca area, 
and my experience with the Ithaca 
Eire Department changed that.

Beth A. Purcell '93
Lake Forest, III

1. I wish 1 would have gone abroad. I 
would have loved to study in Spain 
There are different educational expe
riences that I should have made the 
time for.

2. I'm in law school at St. Louis Univer
sity studying health law

3. When I was there. Kroch was just 
built. The administration is com
pletely different than when I was 
there. Overall. Cornell has stayed the 
same Cornell, only gotten bigger and 
better.

4. I never felt 1 was a number. Cornell 
takes a real interest in students 
Cornell showed me a lot of different 
options and exposed me to so many 
resources. The "real world” wasn't 
such a shock. 1 know I can always call 
on any of my resources.

5. Prof. George Conneman was the most 
influential person during college 
There were so many directions that I 
could have pursued. I would sit and 
talk with him for hours, and he would 
tell me to decide what 1 was happy 
with. Also, my parents were always 
there supporting me.

6. My most outstanding memory spans 
from freshman to senior year. It was 
listening to President Rhodes speak 
at freshman orientation and then at 
graduation. It was like yesterday. Ev
erything he said was true. You totally 
grow up in four years and meet so 
many people with so many different 
backgrounds, it's incredible!

a
Hamel Pimm '99 
Student Director 
AIS Alumni Association

December 5, 1997
Canell vs Union hockey! game and ge'- 
together- Albany, Schenectady jnp , s • 
Rensselaer counties contact district director 
Peter J Pamkowski '74 at (518) 785-3675

January 29, 1998
Retired New York Stale extension agents 
luncheon. Winterhaven Flo contact Priscilla
Ten Hagen al (3521 6667138

January 31
ALS alumni event in Central Fkxida, 
Leesburg Flo . contact Don Robinson '4 I 
01(352)787 3644

March 6
Canell vs St Lawrence hockey gome and 
get-together—St Lawrence, lewis, and 
Jefferson counties, contact district director 
William Rodee '57 at (315) 3868447

March 24
Dean/Alumm GeHogerfter for Chenango. 
Delaware, and Otsego counties contact
Patrick Ryan 84 a (607| 843-9026

March 31
Dean/AJumn. GeHogether fa Cayuga. 
Onondogo ond Seneca counties, contact
Ed Stoehr 88 at (315) 889-7336

April 1
Outstanding Alumni Awards nominations 
deadline (postmarked) For on application 
contact Linda Wyllie al (607) 255-7651

New Associate 
Director Joins 
ALS Alumni 
Affairs

Timothy J. Oonk '86 joined the ALS 
Alumni Affairs staff as associate di
rector in September He replaces 
Tracy Keller Wiles '88 who became 
associate director of planned giving 
in the ALS Development Office last 
April.

Oonk has worked for Agway for the 
past eight years as a retail store man
ager and as assistant manager in cen
tral New York. Previously he worked 
as a representative for NYS Depart
ment of Agriculture and Markets and 
as an agriculture teacher at Cuba Cen
tral School.

As a volunteer, Oonk is on the board 
of directors of the SUNY Morrisville 
Alumni Association, serving as vice 
president from 1994 to 1996 and now 
as president. He is also an active 
member of the ALS Alumni Associa
tion with his wife, Mary '86. who was 
recently a member of the District # 15 
leadership team. They live in 
Baldwinsville, N.Y., with their chil
dren. Deborah and Daniel.

April 7
Deon/Alumni Get-together for Tomplms and 
Cortland counties contact John Whittleton 
68. (607) 753-7219

April 17
ALS Alumni Association committees ond 
board of directors meetings, campus 

Student Appreciation Banquet

April 18
ALS Alumni Forum 
see details on back cover

April 29
Dean/Alumni Gettogether for Genesee, 
Livingston, Orleans, and Wyoming counties 
at letchworth Park, contact Ray Ernenwein 
65, (716| 6598467

May 24
Commencement

June 4-6
Comet! Reunion Weekend

Juno 5
ALS Reunion Breokfast

October 2
ALS Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet

October 16-18
Homecoming Weekend, Cornell vs Bucknell 
football

October 22-24
Trustee Council Weekend
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Dues:
96 or 97 graduate (fee waved) a $0
Groduoted in Iasi 5 yeors a $20 (2-yea) ________
2-,«a membership a $29 ________

Spouse a $21 ________
I 4-yeor membership a $54 ________
I Spouse a $38 ________
. lifetime Membership a $350 
. Spouse a $245

. Fust .nstollment on try lifoime Membership
a $125 per yea fa 3 yeas

| First installment on my spouse's lifetime Membership 
a $88 per yea fa 3 yeas

| Please make your check payable to rhe ALS Alumm
1 Associaion or pay with a credit cord

Discover Card MoslerCord

Expirohon Dole___________________

Account#________________________

Signature of cardholder____________

Mail to: Office of Alumni AHous
265 Roberts Hall 
Ithoco. NY 14853-4203
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Gift Membership to the ALS Alumni
Association of the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences at Cornell University
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