
Dean Henry describes herself as an "activist" in her interactions 
with alumni. Her skills as a listener and her desire to involve all 
stakeholders come through loud and dear.
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Susan Henry Is New Dean (continued from cover)

W
hen Susan A Henry arrived 
on campus July 1 as the col 
lege's 12th dean, it was a 
coming home to her roots. 
A molecular geneticist, 

microbiologist, and biochemist. Henry spent 
the last 27 years as a research scientist, 
teacher, and administrator at the Albert 
Einstein College oi Medicine and Carnegie 
Mellon University. Now she has come to lead 
the college at the critical point when the 
technologies lx>ni of her own fields are shap
ing the future of agriculture.

"I am very much kxiking forward to work
ing in an environment in which the agricul
tural sciences are brought together with the 
basic life and physical sciences." Henry 
says. "And I’m eagerly anticipating the role I 
will play in the agricultural community, in 
working with the state, and with faculty on 
the practical applications of science that are 
possible in agriculture today."

At the top of Henry's agenda is getting to 
know the entire college community so she 
will understand the key issues and then 
formulate a style of communication and 
leadership for all of its constituencies: stu
dents. faculty, alumni, the agricultural com
munity. and the citizens of the state.

“I’m especially looking forward to travel
ing to different parts of the state and the 
country where 1 can meet with alumni to 
find out right where they live what's impor
tant to them," she says.

Henry brings with her what she calls an 
"activist" style in interacting with alumni 
from nine years as dean of the Mellon 
College of Science. This undergraduate 
training program has produced many out
standing scientists in the biological sci
ences, chemistry, mathematical sciences, 
and physics. And Henry always made a 
point of being available to them.

Henry's skills as a listener and her desire 
to involve all stakeholders came through 
loud and clear not only to members of the 
college's search committee but to other fac
ulty and staff who attended her public pre
sentations here on campus. She made it a 
point to meet with students and ask them 
how she could become most visible and 
accessible. One idea was to formulate a 
dean's advisory committee with whom she 
would meet regularly to get students' view
points on how things are going in the college.

Providing equal opportunities and 
resources to students across disciplines is a 
serious issue facing the college, increasingly 
large numbers of entering freshmen come 
here to study basic biology and to take
advantage of the soon-to-be-accredited 
undergraduate business program

"These programs are stretched to their 
limits, and at the same time, it's critically 
important that we continue to do a superi
or job serving students who will take their 
education back to traditional practices in 
agriculture." she says. This Is particularly 
important at a time wtien farmers are hav
ing to reorganize their business approach
es to meet the economic challenges of 
increased globalization and pressure to 
use ever more technology.

Henry came to the Mellon College of 
Science as head of the Department of 
Biological Sciences in 1987. She stayed 
close to students by continuing to teach 
freshman biology. "That's where the most 
important teaching takes place, because

PROUD PAST: Among her occomplishments at Carnegie Mellon, Dean Henry is most proud ol how she vigorously b, m •«*<
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you have the opportunity to present your 
discipline to students who are just begin
ning to think about what they want to do 
with their academic lives," she says.

Four years later, she took a year off to 
develop a sophomore level course that 
addressed what she saw as a deficiency in 
the curriculum: an insufficient emphasis on 
organismic biology. Henry's undergraduate 
degree was in zoology, so she teamed up 

77n especially looking forward to traveling to different parts 
of the state and the country where I can meet with alumni to find out 

right where they live what's important to them, ” Henry says.

with a botanist to design Evolution and the 
History of Life. This highly successful 
course included not just the process of evo
lution but a discussion of how life evolved 
based on the fossil record.

She also took a broad look at the college's 
curriculum and finding it heavy on technical 
training, initiated an across-the-board 
reform that allowed students more flexibili
ty and a fuller range of experiences, espe
cially in the arts and humanities.

Henry, who was elected as a fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science in 1994, is a staunch proponent of 
undergraduate research. She always had 
undergraduates working on their own proj
ects in her laboratory. And as dean, she 
both promoted undergraduate research vig
orously and raised the money to back it up. 
It is the administrative accomplishment of 
which she says she is most proud.

She is also proud of her success in 
increasing the recruitment and retention of 
minorities into scientific disciplines. 
Graduate programs in biology and mathe
matics have changed in this regard the 
most, thanks to her efforts.

As dean. Henry continued her own vigor
ous research program. (Her publications. 

chapters, and invited papers number more 
than 100.) As a result she knows from per
sonal experience how to develop practical 
applications of scientific discoveries. 
Henry's research uses baker's yeast as a 
model organism to study fundamental 
metabolic processes and regulation on the 
cellular level. She is particularly interested 
in the regulation of the synthesis of lipids 
(fats) and their role in cellular membranes.

Henry has patented three different ways to 
use yeast to produce important f<xxi additives 
and metabolites. The first is particularly rele
vant to agriculture because it is a component 
of many animal feeds. Inositol is a structural 
component of lipids and a metabolic signaling 
molecule, which is a required component of 
baby formula and in aquaculture feed for fish 
and shellfish. It is also under conskieratxm for 
reintroduction into land animal feeds, particu
larly for weanling pigs and clucks At present 
the compound can’t be produced in the 
United States because the harsh methods for 
extracting it from plant materials pollute the 
environment. Henry's yeast fermentation 
method is environmentally clean.

Henry has been fascinated with biology 
for as long as she can remember. As a child 
of a State Department family, she came 
home to her grandparents' farm in New 
Hampshire each summer Her grandmoth
er, who was well versed in natural history 
and botany, encouraged collecting.

"She was very tolerant of my bringing 
home turtles and snakes and bugs, in addi
tion to plants, and we would identify them 
together," Henry says. "She never gave me 
the feeling that this was an unladylike thing 
to do!'

During the school year, she lived abroad 
with her family. The experience gave her 
an appreciation of different cultures and 
ways of life.

Another formative influence was her 
father’s custom of buying her books about 
any subject she expressed an interest in. 
To this day, she reads for pleasure— 
history is her favorite subject.

Gardening is her real passion, but she also 
enjoys knitting and hiking with her hus
band, Peter. Her elder child. Rebecca, just 
graduated with a master's degree in land
scape architecture from the University of 
Michigan. Her son, Joshua, who received a 
bachelor's degree from Carleton College in 
Minnesota, enters a graduate program at 
Cornell in chemistry this fall.

"That was completely coincidental," Henry 
says with a laugh. “I was concerned that if 
Joshua knew 1 was considering coming here, 
it might be a negative in his decision making 
However, my husband and I told Joshua 
before he made his decision, and he chose 
Cornell over Berkeley. Stanford, and CalTech 
because of the excellence of tile faculty here."

Henry's own education came through the 
land grant system She earned a bachekir's 
degree from the University of Maryland arxi a 
PhD. in genetics from the University of 
California at Berkeley

When word of her acceptance got out on 
campus, Henry was swamped with literally 
hundreds of letters from faculty, staff, cur
rent students, and alumni expressing 
enthusiasm at her coming. The letters 
praised her abilities and appreciated her 
insights as an administrator

“I was overwhelmed by the correspon
dence.’ says Henry, who spent the last cou
ple of months in Pittsburgh answering some 
of them every day "It was very gratifying, and 
I felt I owed them all a personal response ’

And a personal response is what everyone 
associated with the college can count on

A4eNo Winter



Snow Digs Deep for Stories
Kate Snow '91 is a CNN reporter who does her own legwork— 
looking for the real story behind the news, writing copy, and 
doing on-camera interviews.

A
t 900 on Sunday morning March 19, Kate Snow arrived at the Washington, DC., 
headquarters of CNN dressed for the camera to start her work week. Two days 
earlier a suspected murderer had taken three people hostage in the Southeast 
Baltimore home of his former girlfriend. Negotiations had reached a stalemate. In the 

next 48 hours, Snow would write three scripts and do about 14 live shots and radio 
reports to cover the story.

Coincidentally, she had been researching a story on gun control the previous week. 
Also that week she had ridden from New Jersey to Baltimore in the cab of a big rig with 
truckers protesting rising gasoline prices. She had covered Washingtonian's reactions to 
the Pope's address in which he apologized for “sins of the Catholics." And she had 
researched a philosophical piece on hate groups where the far left and far right merge.

"What I love about where I am now is the amount of time 1 have to background com
plex stories like gun control," says Snow, a general assignment reporter who came to the 
Washington bureau in January from CNN Newsource in Atlanta. "Here I can spend a lot 
more time doing my own legwork, digging and doing interviews—the real reporting 
work."

At CNN Newsource, a syndicated service that provides more than 550 limited-budget 
affiliate stations with reports and video of breaking news. Snow was but a beeper cal) 
away from the latest hurricane in Florida or other disaster.

Snow spent three weeks in Albania and Macedonia 
as Kosovo refugees streamed across the border by the thousands. 

“When those people are walking by you, kids grabbing your pants and 
asking for help, it doesn't matter that you are there doing a job— 

it’s an incredibly personal experience," she recalls.

She says she was always flying by the seat of her pants, getting there a couple hours 
ahead (or after) an event. She relied heavily on other people who were on the ground, 
taking what they had done, adding something of her own, and putting a report together 
fast.

Now for every two minutes on camera. Snow can sometimes devote two days to 
research. But that's just the beginning of telling the story right.

“Not only do 1 have to figure out the dimensions of the story—what's relevant and 
what's not—but also how to present it. to make sure that the narration is understand
able, that my voice is inflecting the right way, and during the on-camera part, I've got to 
look good,' she explains.

Snow, who can't afford to have rings under her eyes or be woolly-headed in the morn
ing. has slowed down a bit at age 30, striving for those seven hours of sleep a night she 
didn't get during her year and a half at Newsource, let alone before that when she was a 
one-woman band, working literally out of a closet in Carlsbad, N.M., for ABC affiliate 
KOAT-TV. There she did it all—found the stories, carried her own gear, shot the visuals, 
and edited the piece together Her beat spanned a two-hour radius, so she often drove 
four hours from the studio to the scene and back, then raced to have the segment ready 
for the 6 o'clock news. When Snow moved up to Albuquerque a year later, she covered 
the whole state plus parts of Arizona and Colorado.

Looking back over the 11 years since she "caught the journalism bug" as a sophomore 
doing the local news for WVBR radio, Snow sees her only overseas assignment as the 
most powerful experience of her career. In the spring of 1999, she spent three weeks in 
Albania and Macedonia as Kosovo refugees streamed across the bonier by the thou

sands.
"I've traveled a lot and seen a lot of poverty and mistreatment of people, but never any

thing on that scale,' Snow recalls. “When those people are walking by you, kids grabbing 
your pants and asking for help, it doesn't matter that you are there doing a job—it's an 
incredibly personal experience. It's made me look at the world in a very different way."

FROM WVBR TO CNN: Snow soys she caught the |ournahsm bug when she was a 
sophomore doing the local Ithaca news at WVBR

That experience only furthered her desire for more work abroad. When she graduat
ed In 1991, there were no radio jobs. As a fallback, she went on for a master's degree at 
Georgetown's School of Foreign Service with an eye to reporting on international issues. 
Snow, who is fluent in Spanish, is still hoping to spend a few years working outside the 
United States before settling down to a type of reporting more conducive to raising a fam
ily with her husband.

But she has had the chance to travel some and has been struck by the difference 
between the way American and other English-speaking journalists cover the news. 
Despite American reporters' reputations for getting a story at any cost, Snow sees her 
colleagues as working hard to be objective, to make stories accurate and balanced.

“Some of the other English-speaking press and Europeans tend to take a slant on a 
story," Snow says. "When 1 was covering Colombine, there was an Australian anchor 
there who kept trying to get me, as a reporter, to take a side on the issue of gun control 
and I wouldn't do it. I think that's true of the majority of the people I work with, too."

To check out Kate Snow's 70 or so most recent stories (plus videos), go to CNN.com 
and enter kate-snow in the search box located at the top center of the home page.
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Faculty Deaths
Harry R. Ainslie, professor emeritus of 
animal science, died May 1. 2000, at age 
76. He was recognized statewide and 
nationally for his work with the Dairy Herd 
Improvement program and his education
al programs on the value of production 
records in Improving feeding, breeding, 
and dairy herd management As a result of 
this effort, there was a significant increase 
in the number of dairy farms participating 
in the DHI testing programs, and a central 
milk-analyzing laboratory was established 
in Ithaca. Gifts in his memory may be sent 
to the Harry R. Ainslie Dairy Herd 
Improvement Leadership Fund, c/o ALS 
Development Office, 272 Roberts Hall, 
Ithaca. NY 14853-5905

Carl W. Boothroyd PhD '50, professor 
emeritus of plant pathology, died on May 
7, 2000, at age 85. Boothroyd was recog
nized nationally and internationally for his 
research on com diseases. He was a char
ter member, past president, and Paul 
Harris Fellow of the Ithaca-Cayuga Rotary 
Club where he had a tremendous influ
ence on international students through 
the club's International Foundation.

Wesley W. Gunkel, emeritus professor 
of agricultural and biological engineering, 
died May 12, 2000, at age 78. From the 
mechanical to the robotic. Gunkel 
designed a wide variety of farm equipment 
in a career that spanned a half century. His 
work included a machine that controlled 

onion neck-rot disease, a costly problem 
to farmers. He also developed an air-sus- 
pension system that evenly distributes 
granular pesticide. While on a sabbatical, 
he developed the first mechanized pineap
ple harvester for the Dole Corp, in Hawaii.

Roger A. Morse '50, MS '53, PhD 
'55, retired entomology professor who 
brought the science of apiculture to the 
practice of beekeeping, died May 12,2000, 
at age 72. For half a century, Morse cham
pioned professional and amateur bee
keeping His seminal book. The Complete 
Guide to Beekeeping, became an instant 
classic, and he went on to write five more 
books. Morse helped to wage a scientific 
battle against mites, which have decimat

ed the wild honeybee population in the 
United States. He also taught Cornell’s 
introductory beekeeping course through
out his career.

Philip Taietz PhD '51, professor emeri
tus in the Department of Rural Sociology, 
specializing in social gerontology, died on 
April 23,2000. at age 89. He was named an 
emeritus professor in 1976 but was active 
in the department until his death. He was 
a member of the American Sociological 
Society. American Gerontological Society, 
and a founding member of the Tompkins 
County Senior Citizens Center. Gifts in his 

memory may lie sent to Terri Denman. 
Cornell University. 118 Warren Hall, Ithaca, 
NY 14853.

CNN.com


Street Wise
From Wall Street to the electronic highway, Deborah Streeter puts a higbtech spin on teaching business to budding entrepreneurs.

VIRTUAL EXPERTS: Streeter 
videotaped interviews with 
business owners, and she uses 
clips from the videos to odd 
punch Io her lectures

Jell UlianoScott Stewart

Faculty Profile

Richard Haymans '67Bob Felton '61 Don Gulbrandsen '83 Angela Noble MBA '94

Deborah Streeter
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ometimes when entrepre
neurs say they want to 

your brains, what 
really need is harsh 

cold walking 
down the numbers, other times, what 
they need is encouragement," says 
Deborah Streeter, the Bruce F. Failing Sr. 
Professor of Personal Enterprise and 
Small Business Management.

Knowing the difference is Streeter's forte 
“1 can see the possibilities in people and 

situations that mentors in the business 
world might not," says Streeter, who is 
responsible for the oixampus and online 
courses in business planning and small 
business management in the university's 
Enterpreneurship and Personal Enterprise 
Program (EPE). “As a teacher, you need to 
teach people from where they are in their 
teaming process"

That's one reason Streeter is so excited 
about startup.comell.edu, an executive 
education program for enterpreneurs, 
which she has put together as one of the 
university's first online courses. This pro
gram is sponored by a grant from an 
anonymous donor.

Streeter says tliat there are many path
ways to entrepreneurship and only some 
appear right after graduation, that some
times the most "teachable moment" occurs 
5 or 10 or 15 years later when people have 
decided to break out of an industry career 
and start their own businesses. That's 
when they can log on to startup.comeU.edu 
and get tlie nutvaixl-bolts training they need 
to work through the startup process

“It’s not necessarily rocket science to 
write a good business plan but it makes all 
the difference to have a good mentor," she 
says. The course guides people through 
the startup process and connects them 
back to Cornell faculty who are available 
to answer questions and engage in dis
cussions over e-mail.

Using the newest technologies to 
advance teaching goals has been central 
to Streeter's approach since she came 
here 15 years ago. In fact, the chance to 
teach using information technologies is 
what attracted her to the Department of 
Agricultural, Resource, and Managerial 
Economics after spending three years as a 
market analyst with AgriData Resources 
in Milwaukee. Wis.

“I loved working in business and sensed 
I could really achieve in that world.” says 
Streeter, who laughs at the fact that her 
students, after a mere three years out, 
beat her salary as a tenured faculty mem
ber. "But 1 missed the intellectual environ
ment and feel I was really called to do 
teaching and research."

Streeter—who comes across as an 
appealing blend of calm and pep—liegan 
teaching futures and options trading in 
1985. back before the Internet had dif
fused through our culture. To give stu
dents a taste of the pace of the market and 
the effect that information has on com
modity pricing, she designed a simulation 

program that took students through real
time trading. To give them even more of a 
you-are-there experience she used the 
forerunner of teleconferencing equipment 
to phone up a trader on the floor.

“We could all hear the yelling and the 
shouting,” Streeter recalls. "The trader 
would be in the middle of talking with us 
when he would break with, 'Hold on,' and 
then jump back in the pit1"

Today Streeter is known for her “virtual 
panel of experts,” alumni who can bring 
real-world wisdom back into the class
room without having to travel to Ithaca 
Over the years, Streeter had observed 
that guest lecturers would cover so many 
subjects that students found it hard to 
pick out the most signficant remarks

"When I would listen to speakers, I 
would keep wanting to have a pause but
ton." she says. So she went out and got the 
equivalent by videotaping interviews with

The online course 
(startup.cornell.edu) guides 
people through the startup 

process and connects them back 
to Cornell faculty, who are 

available to answer questions 
and engage in discussions 

over e-mail

small business owners, then laboriously 
breaking them apart digitally into clips that 
best illustrate important points in her lec
tures. She now has this film imbedded in 
her PowerPoint presentations and can call 
on 15 to 20 experts at will.

Let's say Streeter is lecturing on an impor
tant. but seemingly mundane, topic such as 
cash flow management. Along comes a clip 
of Richard Haymans (CEO of Haymans 
Systems, a computer services and systems 
company) saying. "Cash flow is king.”

"Suddenly everyone is sitting up paying 
attention." Streeter says, “h's very addictive 
to a teacher when you see the power of that!"

Marketing Her Online Course on Citibank's Site
"There's so much noise on the web that the big marketing question is. how are people going to 
find you?" Streeter says. She took advantage of a connection she had with Citibank to "drive 
traffic" to her course, startup.comell.edu.

Here's how it happened: Citibank was setting up a series of sites (or portals) to cater to small 
businesses and asked Streeter to write some articles as an online business planning workshop 
lor the Entrepreneur's Comer of Bizzed.com. She agreed to create the workshop if Citibank 
would put in a notice of her course on its site. Citibank agreed, and several of Streeter's written 
pieces are included in Bizzed.com.

In "coming home," as 
Streeter puts it, to her 
central role in the EPE 
program, she has 
path of unexpected opportun
ities. of challenges to follow 
her instinct. First she was an 
undergraduate majoring in 
Portuguese and Latin American 
studies. (She has an abiding inter
est in developing economies.) 
Then realizing that fluency in 
another language wouldn't enable 
her to "conquer the world," she 
cast about for a subject with an 
applied flair, and chose agricultural 
economics. When she was working on 
her Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin, 
she became fascinated with the commer
cial and business side of agriculture

The job with AgriData came out of left 
field.

“1 hadn't even studied futures markets 
in grad school, but one of my faculty men- 
tors encouraged me to give it a try," 
Streeter recalls. “Working for this high- 
tech entrepreneurial company was a form- W 
ative influence on me because I saw how 
the role of information technologies was 
going to transform the economy."

When she applied for her job at Cornell, 
it was the right fit at the right time. Her 
business connnections and experiences 
were just right. For a decade she special
ized in teaching technology and finance 
courses—gamering the Young Faculty 
Teaching Award and later the CALS 
Innovative Teaching Award.

Streeter says that interviewing entrepre
neurs for her virtual panel was like getting 
a second Ph.D., during which she came to 
intimately know what it takes to get a new 
business off the ground. And she got a first 
infusion of energy from “highly visionary, 
highly driven, constantly charged-up peo
ple." who, she says, continue to feed her 
to this day.

startup.comell.edu
startup.comeU.edu
startup.cornell.edu
startup.comell.edu
Bizzed.com
Bizzed.com


Students Toil for Their Utopia
Dilmun Hill is a student-run farm just minutes from the Ag Quad 
where students test their visions about organic farming and sustainability.

C
onsidering what hap|>ened last 
fall, the phrase “nipped in the 
bud” will never be the same lor 
the 20 student farmers at 
Dilmun Hill. The deer were at it 

with a vengeance, stripping the tender 
green shoots off the Redfree and Liberty 
saplings, barely three feet tall

With a bevy of organic methods at their 
command, the students planned a defen
sive maneuver to tie ripe apples onto the 
poles supporting the spindly trees in 
hopes that the deer would choose fruits 
over shoots. Did they?

“Not really," laughed seniors Richard 
Kennedy and Heather Clark, chiming in 
together. "But it was so funny because 
there you had these giant apples at the 
tops of tiny trees."

Such experiences in failure make the 
utopia real, say Kennedy and Clark, referring 
to the Garden of Eden, the meaning of the 
Sumarian word "dilmun" for wtiich tin* farm 
was named. That’s why the college has 
thrown its support behind tills wholly stu
dent-managed enterprise in organic farming

"I’ve found over the years that three- 
quarters of my students have very pas
sionate ideas; they are burning to get out 
and change the way people grow food, yet 
they have no background in agriculture," 
says Ian Merwin, associate professor of 
fruit and vegetable science, who has 
taught what he calls an "ecological per
spective" on fruit production to mostly 
urban and suburban kids for 10 years.

Students team how to function 
as a group in setting policy, 
hiring staff, developing new 

infrastructure, organizing 
outreach activities, and planning 
and selling the season's crops.

“They have a lot of ideas about organics 
and sustainability and they need a place 
to test them, a place where there isn’t 
somebody saying. ‘No. you can’t do that 
because it isn’t going to work,™ Merwin 

says.
For better or worse, students run the 

show at Dilmun Hill They have a level of 
management responsibility unlike in any 
other on-campus program or off-campus 
internship. While Merwin is the group's 
faculty adviser (officially the farm is regis
tered with the university as a dub), his 
role is that of a mentor. He only has a voice 
if students ask for it as they learn how to 
function as a group in setting policy, hiring 
staff, developing new infrastructure (such 
as irrigation systems), organizing out
reach activities, and planning and selling 

the season’s crops.
"That’s why the farm might not always 

look in perfect condition, but we are learn
ing how to manage something by working 
together," Clark noted

When the animals, bugs, and drought 
don’t wreak havoc. Dilmun Hill's 2-1/2 acre 
market garden produces leeks, eggplants, 
bok choy, and okra in addition to tomatoes, 
lettuce, cucumbers, and other salad veg
etables (Four mon* acres just came into 
production this summer.) Tins bounty— 
2800 Ills, in 1999—is sold to fellow students 
on Ho Plaza in front of Willard Straight Hall 
and donated to feed the hungry tlirough a 
downtown Ithaca soup kitchen. In collaba 
ration with the* Cornell Food IToject. nego
tiations are afoot to offer Dilniun-grown 
produce in the dining halls.

Vision Dilmun Hill Student Farm and Environmental Learning Center

The farm's market garden grows leeks, 
eggpiants, bok choy, and okra as well as salad

Student farm managers weigh and 
record the season's crops

The dub hires two undergrads as (arm 
managers. They oversee a changing crew 
of student and community volunteers 
who labor over the summer. So. too, do 6- 
to 12-year-olds from day camp programs 
run by the Greater Ithaca Activities Center 
and the Southside Community Center.

In this [xipular community outreach 
program, the Cornell students get a 
chance to try their hand at teaching 
youngsters how to grow food, which they, 
in turn, sell at produce stands outside the 
youth centers. It combines a handson 
learning experience in agriculture and the 
environment with building entrepreneur
ial skills, all the while bringing organic pro
duce to downtown neighborhoods.

While some undergrads are working with 
young people, others are conducting their 
own research projects. This summer there 
were five projects among the 10 underwnt 
ten by a $40,000 grant for research on 
organic agriculture that Merwin received 
from an anonymous donor,

One is to develop a wildlife corridor 
through the (arm as a project of Hort 415, 
the Principles and Practices of Agroforestry. 
Students design the corridor, choose the 
mixt ure of tree and plant species, and select 
the* liest methods to estaiilish the plantings

Another will become a publishable 
study on new methods of analyzing heavy 
metals, namely lead arsenic. This toxic 
chemical was widely used as an insecti
cide from 1910 until the late 1950s. 
Residues are common in old orchard sites 
across the United States. The study looks 
at how to measure how much there is.

Classes, too. take advantage of Dilmun 
Hill, a lOminute stroll from the Ag Quad. 
Faculty from the college and from Human 
Ecokigy and .Arts and Sciences bnng their 
students for tours, labs, and special |xoj- 
ects. Illis past spring semester, for example, 
m the Human Ecology course Sustainability 
issues in Design, students designer! a root 
cellar for the barn. Then they built it

Heather Clark first visited Dilmun Hill 
with the course Ecology of Agricultural 
Systems in her sophomore year. Clark, a 
general studies major, and Kennedy, who 
is in landscape architecture, have spent 
much of the last year on their senior the

"I really see Dilmun Hill as a continuation of Liberty Hyde Bailey's vision of 
Cornell as a college surrounded by living laboratories where students can go 
out and apply what they've learned in their classes, lest their theories, gain 
experience and develop some philosophical perspective on nature and food 
and agriculture. You can't teach that stuff. They have to have the experience in 
going out and trying Io work with nature " —fan Merwfa

sis projects: a vision plan for Dilmun Hill.
The vision plan offers some continuity to a 

facility that was getting lugger yet developing 
by fits and starts as groups of students 
woukl come and go. Faculty and representa
tives from community organizations, Cornell 
C«x>|>erative Extension, and jxiiilic sclxxils 
cixitributed their two cents in student-run 
community planning meetings

The mast ambitious element is to reno
vate the lam, making it into an environ
mental studies program house Students 
who live there would get day-keday expe
rience with not just organic food produc
tion but other sustainable technologies, 
such as solar-powered heating and recy
cling of gray water (water that has been 
used for showers, baths, and laundry)

Last April flags were placed in the
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ground initiating the first step in the vision 
plan: creating a one-acre exploration gar
den. an inviting (and informative) entry to 
the farm.

Since Dilmun Hill's inception in 1996, 
students liave successfully hustled for 
funds anil contributions of materials and 
labor They have received such supixirt 
from other Cornell units, the Appleton- 
Robinson Award, and local corporations

It was tough for seniors Kennedy and 
Clark to leave Dilmun Hill, just as it has 
lx*en for the student managers and farm
ers in previous years. The farm has 
sjiawned in them a passionate attachment

"This is a real place t hat we're in charge 
of. that we really care about and love,' 
Clark said

A/ieflu Winter



Those Amazing 
Aquatic Insects 

Aquatic insects usually spend their egg and larval stages in water, 
then emerge as terrestrial winged adults.

Bizarre adaptations allow them to adjust to the extreme habitat 
changes between water and land.

E
ach spring for the last 20 years
Barbara Peckarsky has pulled 
on waders and a waterproof 
jacket and headed off to Beaver 
Creek, McLean Bog, or Jennings 

Pond with undergraduates in tow.
“This year I had some red hot ones." 

Peckarsky says of the students who chose 
her course Freshwater Invertebrate 
Biology and Biomonitoring because their 
hearts race at the thought of collecting as 
many types of aquatic insects as they can.

And the students were stubborn about 
not letting Peckarsky leave the room 
when her lecture was over until she had 
given them at least one Bizarre 
Adaptation ol the Day. That was OK 
l>ecause she had hundreds, each on its 
own individual file card. Those bizarre 
adaptations are the reason Peckarsky, a 
professor ol entomology, is so entranced 
with aquatic insects.

Aquatic insects turn some of the usual 
assumptions .iIm>ut biology upside down 
Take the notion that life thrives in warm 
conditions and is hampered by the cold. 
The first field trip in January proves this 
wrong.

Students are incredulous when 
they find stoneflies running 

around on the ice and snow on 
the banks of Cascadilla Creek. 
The insects are in a copulatory 
frenzy, making the most of their 
short adult life before returning 
to the water to lay their eggs, 

then die.

Students are incredulous when they 
find adult stoneflies running around on 
the ice and snow on the banks of 
Cascadilla Creek. The insects are in a cop
ulatory frenzy, making the most of their 
short adult life before returning to the 
water to lay their eggs, then die

“This life cycle confused scientists for a 
long time because nobody could figure 
out where these stoneflies were in the 
summer." Peckarsky says of creatures so 
adverse to warm weather t liat they go into 
diapause—disappearing into the stream 
bottom to take the summer off. It's not 
until the fall that these “resting larvae" 
snap to. complete development, and then 
in the dead of winter emerge through 
cracks in the ice-covered water

Stonefly larvae prefer the cold because 
breathing is easier then. There’s more 
oxygen in cold water—a maximum of 15 
parts per million at the coldest tempera
tures. declining to lower levels as temper

atures warm.
Consider, though, that the air contains 

oxygen in quantities topping 200.000 parts 
per million (20 percent). In the course of 
their underwater develojHnent from egg 
through larva to adult flying insect, these 
creatures have to develop an entirely dif-

WATER CREATURES: E nlomologisl Barbara Peckarsky, top right, collects insects from
Cayuga Inlet with a graduate students help Bottom photos, left to right, are a 
mioge larva, stonefly nymph, and dragonfly nymph

ferent rvs|xration system to cope with such 
low levels of dissolved oxygen in water 
compared to its superabundance in air.

Let's look at the adaptations of mayflies. 
When they emerge from the egg, they have 
seven pairs of gills along their abdomens 
through which they obtain oxygen. But 
when they metamorphose to become 
winged adults, they develop holes all over 
their bodies. These holes, called spiracles, 

are openings leading to tubes that dis- 
|x:rse oxygen throughout their tissues.

By contrast, mosquitoes, another aquat
ic insect, have open one pair of spiracles 
as larvae at their tail ends Tile larva looks 
much like a maggot with a little siphon 
tube sticking out ol its tail end. To get to 
the air. it hangs upside down in shallow 
pools with the siphon poking up through 
the surface (By the way, only female mos

quitoes bite, and they do so out of neces
sity. Human blood contains protein and 
lipid they need to develop their eggs )

Many adult aquatic insects don't eat. 
For one thing they don't have much time. 
Many are flying around for only the day or 
two it takes to reproduce; whereas it may 
take them a year to reach adulthood. It's 
in the larval stage where much of the fas
cinating biology occurs, contends 
I’eckarsky. the lead author of the authori
tative identification guide Freshwater 
Macroirwertebrutes of Northeastern North 
America. Because most of us think of 
adulthood as the longest pliase of life, the 
brevity of these insects’ time on land can 

be surprising.
Aquatic insects defy conventional 

notions of might and size. Take the giant 
water bugs that can grow to 2-1/2 to 3 
inches king, for example. They have pierc
ing and sucking mouth parts so they need : 
not fit prey inside their mouths to eat I 
them. Thus equip|M*<l. even vertebrates \ 
quality as a dandy meal.

Predacious diving beetles are vigorous 
eaters, too. A mere 1-1/2 inches long, they 
can take on fish and even small snapping 
turtles with aplomb.

Some aquatic insect larvae (eg., some 
stoneflies and caddisflies) have a feeding 
mode called detritivory. These larvae are 
the ultimate recyclers. They take dead 
and decaying leaves and transform them 
into tissues of their own. Without these 
insects, some studies claim, streams 
would clog and stagnate with each 
autumn's leaf-drop.

What about motherhood in the world of 
aquatic insects? Many aren't particularly 
conscientious mothers, by conventional 
notions anyway. It's common for aquatic 
insects to fly along, dropping their eggs 
into streams “willy-nilly," as Peckarsky 
puts it. Dobson flies and alderflies are 
even less coddling. They deposit their 
eggs on overhanging vegetation, so that 
when the organisms reach the larval stage 
they plummet into the water.

“It amazes students that females don't 
specifically select habitats for the benefit 
of their young, where they are safe and 
food is plentiful, as many terrestrial 
insects do," she explains

Such rugger! beginnings notwithstand
ing. aquatic insects thrive. So far scientists 
have identified more than 10,000 species. 
Peckarsky's students are expected to 
know by sight the 12 orders, and within 
them about 150 families, common to the 
Northeast. And they must be skillful 
enough with a microscope and taxonomic 
key to identify any aquatic insects they 
have snared in their collecting nets during 
their eight trips into the field.

Adeflo Winter



ALUMNI NOTES
191Os
Paul R. Young 16 ol Syria. Ohio, turned 105 in 
January and is In good health He lives at Elyria 
United Methodist Village

193Os
lliilip G. Wolff -38 of San Diego, Calif. operated a 
landscape, nursery. and Doral business in Saranac 
lake and lake Placid. N.Y. lor 37 years, before retir 
ing and s|xmdlng winters in Rancho Bernardo. Calil, 
and summers on lake Kiwassa. Saranac lake N Y 
He and his wife EWe Hughes Wolff '39. have been 
married lor 60 years; they have Hirer- children and 
four grandchildren Philip Is looking forward to the 
65th Reunion of the Class of '38
Ralph D. Smith '39 of Syracuse, N.Y, retired in 1982 
alter working more than 35 years with milk produc
er coo|>eratlves

194Os
Henry 1_ 
McDougal ’41 
of Rushville, N.Y, Is a 
lifetime member ol Rushville Lions
Club and Middlesex Conservation Club, as well as 
lx-ing active in the Rushville Methodist Church His 
wile jiassed away on May 23. 1999
James H. Whitaker '42, MS '47 ol Storrs. Conn , is 
retired from the Department ol Agricultural 
Engineering at the University of Connecticut
Anthony J. la Scala M3 ol Chatham, Mass, presi
dent and CEO of Fishing Clamming Crabbing. Inc. in 
Cape Cod. Mass, Is Involved in alumni activities 
with Cape Cod Comelllans
Frank A Walkley M3 of Gainesville, N.Y, is In the 
second generation of his family to attend Cornell. 
Susan Walkley 00 is the fourth generation
Rev. Willett R. Porter, Jr. M8 of Mahopac. N.Y, 
rebred in 1989 and since then lias been a pastor ol a 
little country church In Mahopac. N Y At age 72. he 
may consider retiring in the next decade or so
John G. Seeley PhD '48 ol Ithaca. N.Y, retired in 
1983 His wile passed away on Aprll 21. 1999, and he 
now lives in Kendal ol Ithaca, a life care retirement 
community which he likes very much

195Os
David W Hull M Ed '51 
of Akron. N.Y. is retired 
as superintendent of 
schools lor 
Akron Central 
School District 
(He also 
attended tiie 
college from
1945 to 1947.)

K
n by the ISU agriculture department Early <xi in 
leaching career, he used sell-paced, audiotutore 
al labs lor students H<- also develofxxl an exchange 
program with an agrk ultural college in Angers. 
France, that is entering its 20th year

Nell 1. Moody PhD 'S3 of Ithaca. N.Y. professor 
emeritus of nutrition, food science, and toxicology at 
< omeil University, retired m 1991 Since then she has 
stayed active in lier field She has also recently 
served on the Mann Library committee
Mkimd IL Gilman 55 of Chester. NY, retired from 
teaching high school txotogy tor 32 years al Cornwall 
Central School district located to the Hudson Vaiey 
1 eland C. Mote '56 ol Big Bear lake. Calif. Is a bro
ker and the owner of First Columbia Realty He has 
worked as a realtor In California and Nevada since 
1972 and for ten years as a contract auditor in the 
secondary management market.
Cot Ronald D Ramsden '57 of Marcellus. N.Y, 
retired as an Air Force officer alter 28 years of flying 
and commanding Air Force units in Iceland. Alaska. 
Spain. < fklahoma. and Sacramento. Calif He and liLs 
wile, Joyce, both tutor lor tile Marcellus School 
District part-time They have a son. David, and a 
daughter. Holly
John W. Lang 56 MS 56 <8 Albion. N Y, Is a sell 
employed farmer
Edwta C HaAxi 58 of Hammond. NY, retired from 
dairy lannsy; m 1996 He nroaue active si his school 
ducti. axl <inununity try vrvtog as vice chalmiMi it 
the St Lawrencr ( unity Sai and WKer (liBervaUon 
1 fctrict Irian! <8 directors at al as Hu- ajplciilhim ciainut- 
Ice chair lor the New York State Grange. He is erjoying 
reSfrenu-nt and S|MVKfing tune with bmity air I trxmds
David R. Bray "59 of Gainesville. Fla. works as an 
extension agent lor the University ol Honda His 
son. IXum-, gr.tduated from the same university and 
now works in San Francisco Bray s wile, Joan, now 
slays al home alter working as a church secretary 
lor eight years

Brian R. Samuelson '60 of Sun City West. An/ , 
retired from teaching high school biology in 1993 
and currently works as a realtor He and his wile. 
Phyllis, have two daughters (lisa and Kristen), 
two sons-in-law. and two granddaughters 
Helene S. Woolsey 60 of la Selva Beach. C alii 
completed graduate work from U.C Berkeley in 
1960 and received her JD from the University of 
Santa Clara in 1980. Retired from practicing law. 
she has three children, two stepchildren, and five 
grandchildren Her husliand, William Woolsey, 
passed away in 1997 She is a Rotarian and her 
interests include traveling, art. French, and golf.
Hansel H. Schober '67 ol Ghent. N.Y, owns and 
operates a dairy ol 130 cows and 400 acres. 
Mamed to Rosemane for 28 years, they have 
seven children, ages 10 to 27, and one child cur
rently attends Cornell.
Thomas E Burger '68 ol Hilton. N Y, has been tile 
owner and president ol 'Diomas E Burger Funeral 
Home. Inc since 1976 He received his MS In 
Education from SUNY Buffalo '70 and graduated 
from Simmons School of Mortuary Science in 
1974. He and his wile. Ann. a retired elementary 
school teacher. Iiave two married daughters and 
two grandchildren.
David R. Chamberlain '68 of Wyoming. N.Y, 
owns Hi-Land Farms
James Batsford '69 of Amsterdam. NY, is the 
executive director of the Schoharie County 
Chamber of Commerce since 1994. Previously he 
worked lor ComeU Cooperative Extension 4-H in 
Wayne County (1969-1974) and in Montgomery 
County (1977-1990) and for l/igtiome Sales and 
Construction (1990-1994) He and his wife. 
Maribeth, have two sons Elijah (9) and Connor (7)

Dr. Ellen L Johnson '78, DVM ’84 ol Apalachin. 
N.Y, started her private practice. Equine 
Veterinary Services, in 1985 and also works as a 
small animal relief veterinarian Mamed in 1981, 
she has been divorced since 1996 and has four 
children. She is involved with alumni activities 
through the College ol Veterinary Medicine
Cynthia Kuban Odegaard '78 ol Honolulu. 
Hawaii, married Barry N Odegaard of Maui, on 
January 2. 1999. She is a member of the ComeU 
Club of Hawaii and loves living in Hawaii.

Karen J. Evert '81 of Yorkville. N.Y, is a senior mar
ket underwriter for Metropolitan Property and 
Casualty Insurance Company. An active bird and 
astronomy Ixift. she frequently travels with Cornell 
Adult University to view turds throughout the US.
Ronald Dn-ifiw. 83 of New York. N.Y, is a car
diovascular and intervention radiologist and 
serves as etiairperson of the Department ol 
Radiology at Jamaica Hospital
Bartiara L SimpMm '83 of Frinrtnn. NJ, is a proj
ect director for the Association of New Jersey 
Envinximental Commissions on land use issues 
An avid contradanccr. she kives pets and Ls a mem
ber of the Princeton Envinximental Commission
David M. Fisher '84 of Madrid NY, is the owner 
of Mapleview Dairy LLC
Wendl Pendlie '85 of Medina. NY. works lor 
Bnstol-Myers Squibb as a quality control manag
er Married lor 10 years to Tun. a slate and feder 

ally licensed wildlife rehabilitator, who is the 
founder and president of Bless the Beasts 
Foundation. Inc, wildlife rehabilitation center, 
they were expecting their first child in May 2000. 
Chris Nellis '86 ol Ft. Plain. N.Y, owns and oper
ates Nellis-Acres Dairy, a 13Dcow herd with her 
husliand, John They have three children Kate 
(12). Brittany (10). and Erin (5)
Mary D. Best *87 of Millis. Mass. is a lead engineer 
on the CATT Project for Parsons Bnuckertiotf
Shawn E Bossard '89 ol Geneva. N.Y., is an 
extension educator in field crops and nutrient 
management for ComeU Cooperative Extension. 
He will be going back to school for an MBA. In his 
spare time, he trains at black licit level in martial 
arts and flies airplanes
Kathleen N. White '89 of Grant Island. N.Y, is a 
residential mortgage loan department manager 
(or Schop Pleskow. LLP She is an avid mountain 
hiker, showslxier, mountain biker, and volleyball 
player She is active in tier community as a nx-m 
ber of tin- Adirondack Mountain Club and lhe 
Preservation Coalition of Ene County
Dr. MicheUe J. Zweifier '89 of New York. N.Y, is 
currently working on a plastii surgery residency 
at State University of New York Health Science 
Center at Brooklyn.

199Os
Hit*- B. Rrtxrnri 30 <8 (i Aii/kx 
Mo, is in tier lust year <i a Phi) pro 
Itruin to lik* igy al the liwwrsXy <8 

MtsMxn-J ztumba Her 
l / research focuses on 

amphilxan ecology

Dr. Skvhen <i 
Sdnvartz "91 of 
Houston, N.Y, 
completed his 

residency in 
o|Xhamok>w and 
currently is a fellow 

___ to vstreoretinal ser- 
f gery al Baylor Colkge of 
Meibcux- fk- has I xn i warned to 
Miiaixe Ri-fuk Sdiwartz (Hum Ec 

30) for four years
Jennifer K. Conrad '92 of Sharon Springs. N.Y, Is 
a credit analyst tor Central National Bank.
Rebecca J. Franklin '92 of Odessa. N.Y, is a med
ical technician in bacteriology for ComeU's Vet 
College Diagnostic Lab She also volunteers for 
the Odessa Fire Department. She and her hus
band. Robert, have recently celebrated their Sth 
wedding anniversary She would love to hear 
from other Alpha Zeta alumni, especially Encli 
Treeby. whom she lost track of She can be 
reached via email at rjf40comeil.edu.
Carol Strelner Maleskv '92 ol Denver. Colo. mar 
ried Rick Malesky in August 1999.
Paul M. Turner '92 of Summit. N.Y, an executive 
director for SUNY Cobleskill Liberty Partnership 
Program, works with at-risk teens to help them 
regain their motivation to succeed in life.
John M. Overton 92 of Derry. N H, is an accounts 
manager lor J. M Overton Sales and is married to 
Christine Hond '92. The son of John M. Overton. 
Sr. MS '62, he is also a member of Delta Tau Delta
Valerie A. Bunili '93 ol Bellevue. Ohio, has been 
an assistant vice president and an agriculture 
arxi commercial lender for Sutton Bank since 
March 1997 Married to Mark Bumb since 
January 1996, their daughter was Ixirn July 1998 
Cantor A. Burns '94 of Portland. Maine, is a sec- 
ond-year resident ui family practice at Maine 
Medical Center

Meltora Unemori Hampe of Annandale. Va. con
tinues to work oo Capitol Hill and recently moved to 
a US senator's office, where she haixlk-s educatkm. 
social security, and census issues Previously she 
worked lor Congresswoman Patsy Mink and for the 
Senate Democratic Policy Committee.
Manuela R Kis '94 of Vienna Austria, works lor 
IJniqua. an insurance company ui the field of soft
ware development, and previously worked in the 
field of accident prevention
Joel J. Levin '94 of Spuyten Duyvd. N.Y, will soon 
be moving to the Waterburg, Conn, area to work 
as a reporter lor the KepublK-on-Amem on cover
ing tlx- city hall/govemmcnt beat He spent New 
Year's Eve in Lubec. Maine, the first Ub. town to 
catch the sunrise on January 1. 2000 He also 
hung out with Bill Kerr '94 at New York City pubs 
David A. Lin '94 of Ann Arbor, Mich, is a resident 
piiysician at University of Michigan where he is 
doing his residency in internal medicine.

Karen Jacobaon "95 of Williamsville. N.Y, is a 
department manager with Citicorp Services, Inc 
She and her husband. Frank, have many pets and 
a new home since April 1999
Peter Malvicini MS '95, PhD 98 ol lz-hlgti Acres. 
Fla, has lx-en selected as a Hook- Scholar liy the 
Cyril 0. Houle Scholars in Adult and Continuing 
Education Program. The announcement was 
made by the Department of Adult Education at 
the University ol Georgia, which administers this 
Kellogg foundation funded program Die award 
entails a financial grant of $40,000 over two years 
and is intended to support emerging scholars 

expected to make a significant contribution to 
the field of adult and continuing education
Kerri I- Benson '96 of Enfield. Conn., is a credit rep
resentative lor First Pioneer Credit. A( A Married on 
July 17.1999, she now goes by Kerri B. Sears.
Elizabeth A. Ceccad '96 of Somers. N.Y, is a 
research meteorologist lor <keanweather. Inc 
Several times a semester, she returns to Cornell 
to play with the Big Red Marching Band and the 
Pep Band and visits former professors in 
Bradfield to update them on her research 
Nicholas M. Grego 96 ol E Williston, N.Y, is a 
financial analyst for Salomon Smith Barney
MaOfiew G. Hefxrger '96 of Washington. DC . to a 
coordinator for International Network on 
Participatory Irrigation Management a nonprofit 
nrwmuatxxi s|«-cializing m intematxxial develop 
ment and waler resources From August 1996 to 
October 1998, Ik- worked as a Peace Corps volunteer 
in Mali and is the reunion diair fcir the Class of'96.
Judy V. Luoog of West Haven. Conn, is an assis
tant research scientist for Hawi ( oqxiratk x i Mamed 
to Tung Do "97 on December 6, 1999. Ux-y will be relo
cating to San Jose, Calf ., sometime this year Sire is a 
member ol the ComeU Club of Greater Hartford.
Edith S. Marshall *96 of Pullman. Wash, is a fourth- 
year veterinary student at Washington State 
University with career interests in international vet
erinary medicine (es[x-cialiy international develop 
ment) and in mixed animal private practice.
Christine M. Nelker '96 of Ithaca. N Y, graduated 
from Comdrs College ol Veterinary Medkine 
with a DVM m May 2000.
Yanko Uemura 96 of Monoka. Iwate. Japan, teach
es Japanese to 10 assistant English teachers, main
ly from the United States and works as an inter
preter for Japan International Cooperation Agency 
program participants from devefofxng countries 
Eik-en M Galinsid 98 of Brockport. N.Y, is a 
graduate student at the University of Vermont 
studying natural resources planning.
Lauren J. Habib '98 of Portland, Ore, is a 
tradeshow cixirdinator and marketing assistant 
lor Supertracks an internet start-up company 
dealing with digital music distribution. She is con
sidering going to graduate school
lanvrenre IL Mai 38 of New Oy. N Y. after leaving» 
vonsulting firm k» an internet start-up company, 
IX >w is a tec lux * 45 manager lor The Square.com. an 
ixillix- oxiuinxuiy lor tlx- wurfcf’s lo|i unlvvrsirxs 
Iimothy J. Patronski '98 ol East Aurora. N.Y, is a 
research assistant for the Department <8 Natural 
Resources at Cornell His current work includes 
the coldwater fishing research program and vari
ous projects that investigate salmonolds in the 
Adirondacks and in Central New York
John P Ruszkiewta 38 of Pine island. N.Y, com
pleted a master's degree in agncuitural resource, 
and managerial «xxxxrxcs fnxn Cornell m January 
2000 and ret umed to his family's ISOacre onion fam1 
Adam H. Shaivitz '98 of Chicago. Ill, is a director 
of Score Education Centers, a suppk-mentary 
education center for kids for Score Education 
Corp He says that his work is a great combina
tion of business and education
Tina M. Strasheim '98 of Ithaca. N.Y, completed 
a master's degree in industrial and labor relations 
from Corneil in May 2000.
Leighann Sullivan 38 ol Amenia. N.Y, is a sec 
ondary teacher at Kildonan School, a small pri
vate school for learning disabled students. Her 
(Kibbles include kickbox aerobics and jazz dance 
anil she plans to travel to Europe during the sum
mer She is also considering going back to sclvxil 
for a PhD in genetics and molecular biology. 
Aaroo Trent 38 of Arlington. Va, is a budget 
analyst for tlx- US Navy Nasal React-ors and has 
lx-en a member <8 the Cornell Chib ol Washington 
since Zinck’s night in 1999.
Sbana K. Behan 39 of Kings Beach. CaW, works in 
ticket sales lor Squaw VaUey Ski Corp. She spends 
summers as a nursery manager in the garden center 
industry and spends winters siding. She also teach
es courses and guides trips in outdoor education. 
Caroline A. Bowe r 39 of Tucson. Ariz, is a 
Second Izeutenant in the US. Air Force, working 
as a meteorologist who forecasts for the western 
third of the United States; she loves her job 
Courtney S. King '99 ol Edmond, Okla.. is in flight 
training for the US. Navy.
Arthooy O. Okobi 39 of Cambridge. Mass, is a tedv 
1 k al assistant in the Departmax <8 dram and Co«toiw- 

Science for the Massa 
chusetts Institute of 
Technoto©' After jyart 
ii8>« 1. he lived tor six 
months to Tokyo. 
Japan stixfvtog the lan
guage and traveling 
around the country 
Pictixvs <8 his travels 
can be fouxl on tus 
liersonal wefijiaRi- 
http;//www.mlt edu/ 
peopie/tokobt.

Inna lee '01

The drawings of musical instruments for each 
decade are by hhoca orfisl Jim Houghton
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Outstanding Alumni Award
George G. Gellert 
BS W, MBA 62, .1) "63 
George Gellert o( 
Oracle! NJ, is tiie pres
ident and CEO of the 
Atalanta Corporatkxi, 
tile largest privately 
held food rnporter in 
the United States with 
yearly sales of $500 
million Atalanta lias 

extensive worldwide business interests n i more 
than 50 countries with affiliated companies in 
Italy, .Argentina. Hungary, Romania, Croatia. 
Nicaragua, the Unital Kingdom, and Canada. 
GeUert has been a world leader in promoting 
international trade, following on the befief that 
conuntrcelias always beenoneitftlielxst ways 
to foster greater crxiperation and understanding 
among oxntries.

Gellert s dedication to Cornell has been 
consistent and longstanding He has served 
the college in several advisory roles and 
was a strong supporter and advocate lor 
alumni support and chair purchases for the 
David L Call Alumni Auditorium. Gellert lias 
served as a Cornell trustee and on the 
University Council, He has also been a con
sistent financial supporter of the college; 
most recently, a generous gift from him and 
his brother, Roix-rt '63. made the Gellert 
Seminar Room in Warren Hall possible. In 
addition, GeUert has set up the Imre 
Thomas Gellert Scholarship and the Leon 
Rubin Family Scholarship, His father, three 
brothers, and .ill three of his children grad
uated from Cornell Following this year's 
commencement, there are now 22 Gellert 
degrees from Cornell He and his wife. 
Barbara, have three children. Andrew '89, 
Amy 91, and Thomas 94.

Thomas E. Kent 
BS71
Thomas Kent of 
Andover, N.Y, is a 
fanner extraordinaire. 
As the owner-operator 
of 1356 acres in south
western New York, 
Kent puts his talents as 
a producer, soil scien
tist, researcher, and 

manager to good use. His farm enterprise 
includes 200 head of Smmental and Black 
Angus beef cattle for breeders and feeders; 
certified seed oats for growers and dealers; 
certified seed potatoes for growers in New 
York, Maine, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania; 
and sweet com for the local fanner's market 
His enterprise also produces 600 acres of 
Christmas frets; pumpkins, greenhouse toma
toes. strawberries, and cucumbers: and hunt
ing permits for whiteiailed deer. Besides his 
extensive farm endeavors, Kent lias served as 
director of New York State Seed Improvement 
since 1995 as well as cliauman of the Seed 
Certification Committee and on the Small 
Grains Certification Committee. He is a mem- 
tier of the board of directors for tlre FARMED!' 
Alfred Stale College National Training Center, 
an organization tliat trains [X'ojrle to respond 
to farm entagencies. He lias also lieen a nian- 
I xt of the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation's deer management task force 
fix 10 years and served on that department's 
committee to establish DMAP permits

He and his wife. Kathy, have been consis
tent supporters of Cornell, particularly in 
the Departments of Plant Breeding and Fruit 
and Vegetable Science, with the research 
and development of seed jxitatoes. In addi
tion. Kent lias served as a member of the 
District 18 (Allegany and Steuben counties) 
ALS Alumni .Association leadership team 
since 1991. and is a life member of the ALS 
Alumni Associatkxi. Their sons Ed '98 and 
Joe (Alfred State '99) have just joined the 
farm, constituting the fourth generation to 
operate the Kent Family Fann

William J. Lipinski 
BS79
William Lipinski '79 is 
the president and 
CEO of First Pioneer 
Farm Credit. ACA, a 
new organization 
formed from the 
merger of four previ
ous fann credit asso
ciations. A further 

merger in 1997 has given Lipinski the job of 
managing one of the country's largest agri
cultural credit associations and the largest 
farmer-owned financial services coopera
tive headquartered in the Northeast. He 
supervises a staff of more than 200 who 
deliver credit and financial services 
throughout much of New York, New Jersey, 
and southern New England. In his first five 
years on the job. he has achieved consis
tent year-to-year loan growth, sound asset 
quality, and operating cost reductions. 
LJpinski's leadership is well known and rec
ognized in several other capacities. He is a 
member of the Farm Credit System 
President's Planning Committee, an organ
ization charged with addressing national, 
systemwide planning issues for Farm 
Credit institutions. He is a member of both 
the board of directors for Farm Credit 
Leasing Services and the board of direc
tors for LEAD New York. Recently he was 
recognizer! as one of the country's "inno
vative agricultural lenders" by AgriFinance 
magazine. Lipinski's dedication to Cornell 
is well known, and he currently serves on 
the W.l. Myers Agricultural Finance and 
Management Program Advisory Council as 
well as the CALS Advisory Council. He and 
his wife. Alicia, live in Hampden. Mass., 
with their four children.

Nell I. Mondy
PhD '53
Nell Mondy is profes
sor emerita of toxicol
ogy in the Division of 
Nutritional Sciences. 
College of Human 
Ecology, where she 
has served for more 
than 40 years in 
teaching, research, 

and extension. Her research interests have
been in plant biochemistry as it relates to 
human nutrition, especially in factors 
affecting potato quality. She has also stud
ied the effects of storage and processing as 
well as naturally occurring toxicants in 
potatoes. In 1983 the Potato Association of 
America bestowed upon Mondy their high
est honor, honorary life membership. Her 
cuttingedge research has been published 
in more than 200 articles and papers, and 
she is the author of Experimental Food 
Chemistry During sabbatical leaves from 
Cornell, Mondy served as supervisory food 
specialist for the USDA, as a consultant for 
RT French Co., and as a consultant for the 
US. Environmental Protection Agency.

As a professor at Cornell, she has taught 
more than 5000 students in the areas of 
chemistry, nutrition, food science, and tox
icology. Entering the "hard" sciences as a 
woman in the 1940s, Mondy was, and 
remains, a role model for women scien
tists. She was national president of 
Graduate Women in Science 1983-84 and 
was elected honorary life member in 1986. 
A plaque in her honor was installed in 1999 
on the Wall of Fame at the National 
Women's Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls 
Mondy lives in Ithaca.

David M. Rice 
BS '51, MEd '61 
David Rice of Wysox, 
Penn., has spent a 
long career in the 
service of others 
through education. 
Joining his brother 
Jim '40 following 
graduation, the two 
rehabilitated a farm 

in northeastern Pennsylvania. In between 
fanning, he spent his time teaching WWII 
veterans practical agriculture, a program 
sponsored by the Gl Bill. Rice went on to 
teach agriculture and serve as the director 
of adult education in Genoa where he dis
covered an affinity for guidance counseling. 
He became director of guidance at tile 
Delaware Academy in Delhi, increasing stu
dent attendance at the college from 86 to 96 
percent by the end of his tenure. In 1967 he 
became a guidance counselor at Mynderse 
Academy in Seneca Falls, where he contin
ued his diligence in helping students After 
one year, the position of director of Pupil 
Personnel Services and Guidance was cre
ated to make use of his skills. During his 
years m education, Rice encouraged many 
students to attend Cornell.

In 1987 he came out of retirement to ini
tiate yet more educational programs, 
including the Northern Tier Industry- 
Education Consortium's “SchooHo-Work 
Program." This program is ranked as one 
of the best in Pennsylvania and is cur
rently being used as one of the four model 
sites recognized nationally by the 
National Business Alliance. In addition to 
his educational endeavors. Rice has 
served in over 30 voluntary public serv
ice positions, often in a leadership role 
He and his wife, Mary, have two sons. 
George '81 and Bruce.

Young Alumni Achievement Award 
Nathan L. Rudgers !
BS'82
Nathan Rudgers is 
the commissioner of 
die NYS Department 
of Agriculture and 
Markets. In this 
capacity he has exe
cuted Governor 
Pataki's Farmland 
Protection program, 

awarding more than $30 million in grants to 
help forever preserve New York farmland. He 
lias also devekiped and carried out the 
Governor's farm and food safety policies 
such as the New York State Egg Quality 
Assurance Program and the New York Cattle 
Health Assurance program Rudgers has 
gained national recognition by providing 
leadership for the New York State 
Environmental Management Initiative, an 
innovative, incentive-based approach for 
planning and implementing environmental 
protection measures on farms. He lias also 
implemented department programs funded 
by the Clean Water/ Clean Air Bond Act and 
has spearheaded department efforts to 
develop worldwide markets for New York 
food products.

In addition, Rudgers serves on the CALS 
Advisory Council and was the agricultural 
industry and alumni representative to the 
CALS Dean Search Committee. He repre
sents New York's agricultural interests at 
the national and international levels as 
president of the Northeast Association of 
State Departments of Agriculture, as a 
board member of the National Association 
of State Departments of Agriculture, and 
as an active member of Food Export 
USA/Northeast. He and his wife, Nancy, 
live in Burnt Hills. N.Y., and have three 
children. Judson, Lyla. and Bridget.

Outstanding Faculty/Staff
Dale E. Bauinan 
BS '64, MS '68 
(Michigan Stale 
University), PhD '69 
(University of 
Illinois)
Dale Bauman is a 
Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Professor of nutri
tional biochemistry 
in the Department of

Animal Science. Bauman is internationally 
recognized for his research on metabolic 
regulation of nutrient use for growth and 
lactation. He has coauthored more than 
400 scientific articles, and his concepts of 
metabolic regulation are widely accepted 
and applied across the spectrum of devel
opmental biology. In 1988 Bauman was 
elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences and has won the USDA Superior 
Service Award. He has received the 
Alexander von Humboldt Award for 
research considered of greatest signifi
cance to American agriculture, as well as 
the Council for Agricultural Science and 
Technology Award for his exemplary con
tributions to public understanding of food 
and agricultural science.

In addition to his research, Bauman lias 
maintained an active teaching and advising 
schedule. He is committed to the success of 
CALS and the university. He has served on 
the CALS Dean Search Committee and the 
Cornell Research Council for the university 
as well as the CALS Policy and the CALS 
Graduate Education committees. Bauman is 
well recognized within the college lor his 
success as a professor, adviser, researcher, 
and his contributing role in maintaining and 
improving the college's reputation as the 
finest agricultural college in the world. He 
and his wife, Marie, live in Ithaca. They have 
three grown children. Rebecca, Todd, and 
Jeffrey, and two grandchildren

Kenneth L 
Robinson BS '42 
(Oregon State) MS 
'47 (Cornell), (49 
Oxford Diploma) 
PhD '52 (Harvard) 
Kenneth Robinson is a 
professor emeritus in 
the Department of 
Agricultural. Resource, 
and Managerial Eco

nomics. For 36 years Robinson has provided 
leadership within his field as a teacher, writer, 
and public servant. In addition to his under
graduate teaching, he reached a wide audi
ence through two popular textbooks includ
ing. Agncultimil Product Prices, which he co
authored. and Farm and Food Policies and 
Their Consequences His commitment to 
teaching earned him the Ho-Nunde-Kah 
Professor of Merit Award in 1959 from CALS. 
His teaching expertise led him to several vis
iting appointments abroad, including Japan 
in 1959; Fulbright lecturer at University of 
Sydney. Australia, in 1964; and the University 
of California at Berkeley in 1968.

At various times. Robinson has served 
as a member of the USDA's feed grains 
advisory committee, the National Science 
Foundation's panel on research priorities, 
the U5. Chamber of Commerce agriculture 
committee, and as a consultant to the US. 
Agency lor International Development. 
Professor Robinson is perhaps best known 
for his contributions to the annual 
Agribusiness Economic Outlook Confer
ence and for his contributions to and 
understanding of the economic implica
tions of alternative farm policies. He and 
his wife, Jean, live in Ithaca, and have two 
grown sons. Jim '81 (AB Cornell) and Alan.

(continued on page 9)



New Alumni Association President 
Named

Geoffrey C. Yates. MS ’77 of Chazy, N.Y., was elected presi
dent of the ALS Alumni Association at the annual meeting on 
June 10. He replaces Dave Tetor '65 of Clinton Corners, N.Y. 
Yates served as first vice president from 1999-2000 and has 
represented District #10 (Clinton, Essex. Franklin, and 
Hamilton counties) since 1994. Yates has also served as 
treasurer of the ALS Alumni Association from 1996 to 1998.

Yates Is vice president and chief appraiser for Yankee
Farm Credit. ACA. Prior to joining Farm Credit, he worked as a regional extension 
farm management specialist in Northern New York, based at the Miner Institute, 
for four years. Yates also served on the board of directors of the Clinton County 
Cooperative Extension Association in various roles Including president, vice 
president, secretary, and chair of the personnel committee. He also served on 
the Statewide Extension Advisory Council from 1989 to 1992. He and his wife, 
Catherine, have three children—Heidi, Christopher, and Philip. Philip will gradu
ate from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences in 2001

ALS Alumni Association's New District Directors

Reto to hteaki

Peter Borzilleri '71 of Fredonia, N.Y., is the new district direc
tor for Cattaraugus and Chautauqua counties. District 21, 
replacing Robert Gloor ’62. He holds a B.S. in agricultural 
engineering and is an agriculture and compact construction 
equipment specialist for Syracuse Supply. Borzilleri has 
served on the ALS Alumni Association district leadership 
team since 1995 and is active with CAAAN (Cornell Alumni 
Admissions Ambassadors Network). He and his wife, Colleen, 
have three children. Son Matthew is entering CALS this fall as 
a freshman. Borzilleri can be reached at (716) 672-4059 or by 
e-mail at pborzill@netsync.net.

Richard Jones '71, PhD '78 of Loudonville, N.Y., is the new dis
trict director for Albany, Renesslaer, and Schenectady coun
ties, District 7. replacing Peter Pamkowski ‘74. He received 
both his B.S and PhD through CALS and is a regional vice pres
ident for EdGate.Com, an educational consulting company. 
Jones has served on the ALS Alumni Association district lead
ership team since 1987. He and his wife, Kathleen, have three 
children. Daughter Stephanie, is a current CALS student set to 
graduate in 2001. Jones can be reached at (518) 459-8258 or by 
e-mail at rdj@nycap.rrcom.

Celia Rodee '81 of Glen Ellyn, 111., is the new director for the 
Midwest, District 25, replacing Thomas Jeffers ‘63. R<»dee 
received her B.S. degree in agricultural economics and is first 
vice president for Bank One, NA of Chicago. For Cornell, she is 
active with the class of ‘81, the University Council, the Alumni 
Federation, the Cornell Club of Chicago, PCCW, CAAAN, and 
the Alumni Trustee Nominating Committee. She and her hus
band. Peter Cooper ‘80, have four children. Rodee can be 
reached at (312) 732-1173 or by e-mail at cer24@cornell.edu.

Laurey Mogil '76 of New York. N.Y., is the new director for 
New York and Bronx counties. District 3, replacing Ejnar 
Knudsen ill ‘91. She received her B.S. in animal science and 
is a physician and ophthalmologist at the Brooklyn Eye 
Surgical Center. For Cornell, Mogil is active with the class of 
‘76. serves as a Cornell Fund Representative, works with the 
local CAAAN district, and has sponsored externships. She 
and her husband, Robert Heller ‘76, have two children. 
Mogil can be reached at (212) 996-8091 or by e-mail at 
Igm6@cornell.edu

Frederick Frank '79 of Painted Post. N.Y., is the new district 
director for Allegany and Steuben counties, District 18, 
replacing Durland Weale 44 He received his B.S. in agricul
tural economics and is president of Dr. Konstantin Frank 
Wine Cellars in Hammondsport. N.Y. Frank is active with his 
local church, is a member of the American Wine Society, and 
serves on the board of the Finger Lakes Wine Country 
Marketing Association le and his wife. Maryclaire, nave 
three children, '’rank can be .eached at (607) 962-6697 or by 
e-mail at frankwines@aol.com.n Jane Longley-Cook 69 of Hartford. Conn , s he new direc- 
or or 'he New England states. District 22. replacing Patricia 

Chatterton 56. She received ter B.S. n biological sciences 
and ias oeen a ong-time member of '.he ALS Alumni 
Association >oard of directors as development representa- 
ive and Connecticut state coordinator. umgiey-Cook lias 

served on several committees >or the association. Also or 
Cornell she lias oeen active with CAAAN. University Council. 
Alumni federation, and the Mann library Campaign 
congley-Cook and her husband, .Alastair 69. have lour chil
dren. Daughter Vanessa graduated in 1999 from Arts and 
Sciences and son Giles will be entering Arts and Sciences 
this fall as a freshman. She can be reached at (860) 232-4992 

or by e-mail at janeblc@aol.com.
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Leadership Teams
250 ALS alumni provide leadership for alumni events and college connections.
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Environmental Film Festival Set for Oct. 13-19

D
o you want to roam the globe on 
celluloid for a week, watching 
some of the world's best films on 
environmental subjects—and then meet 

the filmmakers? Come to the Cornell 
Environmental Film Festival 2000 to be 
held October 13-19 on campus, free and 
open to the public. The festival showcas
es 15 films, including documentary, fea
ture, artistic, animated, and archival films 
from around the world.

Festival coordinator Christopher Riley 
brings as many of the filmmakers to cam
pus as possible. After the screenings, the 
filmmakers give viewers the inside story 
of how they made the films, and panels of 
Cornell experts discuss the environmen
tal issues raised.

Here are just some of the films that will 
be shown at this year's festival:

Maharajah Burger is a wry look at the 
culture clash which occurred when Great 
Britain decided to slaughter thousands of 
cows as a result of Mad Cow Disease, and 
the reaction in India, where cows are 
revered and cared for well past their 
prime.

The Charcoal People, directed by Nigel 
Noble, is a beautiful film about the thou
sands of migrant workers in the Brazilian 
Amazon and scrub savannas who cut 
down forests daily for the sole purpose of 
producing charcoal for pig-iron and steel 
industries.

The Architecture of Mud, directed try 
Caterina Borelli. explores the Hadhramaut 
region in the southeast of Yemen, renowned 
for its mudbrick architecture This extraor
dinary documentary shows the building 
tecliniques and the incredible mudbrick 
houses that rise up to ten stories tall

The Gift, directed by Gary Fanner, looks 
at the sacred place com has held in the 
lives of indigenous ixnples of America, The 
documentary explores the powerful bond 
and spiritual relationship that continues 
to exist between people and com, from 
the Six Nations Confederacy in Ontario 
and New York to the Mayan culture in Mexico

Subdivide and Conquer: a Modem 
Western, directed by Mi Gersii. looks at 
the growth of sprawl in the Midwest and the 
difficulties it has created. After examining 
the causes of sprawl and its devastating 

effects on our sense of 
community and the 
environment, the 
documentary suggests 
remedies that are 
being implemented 
in communities 
around the nation.

Check the film 
festival's web site at 
www.cfe.cornell.edu/fllnifest/ 
for the complete list of movie 
titles and the screening 
schedule and locations.

Leadership 2000 Conference

Charles Malheus ’89, center, of the Cornell Outdoor Education program, leads alumni 
leaders through teambuilding exercises on the Ag Quad. This was one of 12 workshops 
offered during the Leadership 2000 Conference, held on campus, March 31-April 1

OutstanclingylLunni
ylwards 2000
(continued from page 7)

./irS./Ilunuli./lit aids Beuiquet:
Friday, October 13, 2000, 6 P-M.

Statler Ballroom, Statler Inn, Cornell University '•

Return reservations by October 6, 2000 to ALS Alumni Association, 
276 Roberts Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853-5905

A block of rooms wil be held ol the Best Western University Inn 
September 22, 2000

Please make reservations directly with the hotel at 1-607-272-6100.

Tailirait and ■football Game, October 14
Catch up with fellow ALS alumni al the ALS Alumni Association's Tailgate Party on 

Saturday, October 14 Festivities begin at 5.00 paa before the Cornell vs Colgate football ! 
game, look for the while canopy and Association banner in the Kite Hill parking lot 

Alumni are encouraged to order tickets in advance. Cosis for the tailgate and football gome 
Association members and guests-$ 11 per person; nonmembers and guests-$ 13 per person

Politics of Food and

Alumni from western New York hear Professor Emeritus Kenneth Robinson MS 47 speak 
on "The Politics of Food and Agriculture" at the Protocol Restaurant m Wilhamsville. N.Y

Name<~1.lv.

Spouse/guests

Address

Citv Stale Zip

Telephone i‘ )
1

Meal choices VA Alumni Assoc Member il Gtiesi
f.noul i vopte

. rlonrnember A < iuesl 1
'mi at | jropir

I’rime Rib of Beef .-129.00 1 >32.00 j

Sauteed Breast of Chicken
I

.‘>29.00 | S32.00 •

-i-get.inan Option $29.00 | S32.00 1

■botball and Tailgate Tickets
1

$11.00 i $13.00 :

Total Enclosed S No Attending

' liscover/Mastertard/VLSA No. Erm date

Signature ( lor credit cards;

http://www.cfe.cornell.edu/fllnifest/


Planned Giving Luncheon Recognizes Alumni Support

I
n the 1930s, financial assistance from 
generous and thoughtful alumni 
enabled Everett Lattimer to pursue an 
education from the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences. In the 

1960s, financial assistance helped John 
McDonald '63 earn a bachelor s and a 
master's degree. In the 1990s, Kate Costa 
'00 benefited from the gifts of others and 
was able to pursue a first-rate education 
in the college. While there are decades 
between the dates on their diplomas, 
these graduates share an appreciation for 
the financial assistance they received 
from dedicated alumni, and they share a 
desire to give back by helping future stu
dents of the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences.

During the CALS Planned Giving 
Recognition Luncheon in April, Lattimer, 
McDonald, and Costa shared their per
sonal stories with the alumni and friends 
in attendance from as far away as Arizona. 
Throughout the event, alumni interacted 
with students and learned about the 
activities of students and faculty during a 
department highlight presented by facul
ty and students of the Department ol 
Agricultural, Resource, and Managerial 
Economics. In his comments. Dean Daryl 
Lund thanked the alumni and friends for 
their private support and reiterated how 
their generosity will help ensure that cur
rent and future students will attain an 
excellent education provided by the best 
faculty and facilities possible.

Recognized for their work with the 
CALS Planned Giving program were Eiwyn 
Voss ’64. credited for initiating the col
lege's Planned Giving Committee and who 
will now serve as the committee's imme

diate past chair, while David Nolan '49 
serves as chair; Professor Emeritus 
Raymond Fox '47 for his work with the 
luncheon; and Donald Bay '55, William 
Berley '45, Judith Cox '61. Arthur Durfee 
'40. Glenn MacMillen '54, E Arthur Potter 
'42. and Jean Rowley '54 for their partici
pation on the Planned Giving Donor 
Relations committee. Robert Everingham 
'41, celebrated his 80th birthday with a 
surprise birthday cake.

If you have a planned gift that will benefit 
Cornell or the college or would like infor
mation on planned gifts, including advised 
bequests. annuities, and trusts, please con
tact Tracy Keller Wiles '88. You may call 607- 
255-7833. wnte 279 Roberts Hall. Itliaca, NY 
14853. or email TLW6®comeU.edu.

Professor Emeritus Raymond Fox '47 and 
Vera Fox

\ Commencement—May 28,2000

Dean Lund leads the 762 ALS seniors in the processional from the Arts Quod to 
Schoellkopf Field for Commencement

As more than 3200 bachelor s degree recipients gather on the Arts Quod, all receive 
a red carnation Here, Ann LoFave '91, assistant director of ALS Admissions, pins a 
carnation on Chuck Evans 00. an animal science major from Bangor. Pa, os 
Matthew Faso, on ARME major from Buffolo, N.Y looks on

The Cornell University Foundation
A Donor-Advised Fund

The Smart Alternative to Commercial 
Charitable Gift Funds or a Private Foundation

I Don’t establish a charitable gift fund with a commercial investment firm or private
■ foundation without considering the Cornell University Foundation. Many Comedians 

find the university's donor-advised fund a simpler, more cost-effective way to give It is 
especially convenient lor individuals who make substantial gifts to charity and have a 
number of charitable interests, including the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.

Advantages
Convenience—Once established, you notify Cornell of desired gifts, and all pay
ments and administration are done with full documentation to you, your family,

J and the charitable recipient.

No cost—All legal, administrative, investment, and accounting services are free 
Why pay fees?

Excellent financial management of your funds—Your account grows over time as 
part of the Cornell endowment. Cornell's record of endowment investing ranks 
high among the top universities.

Tax advantages—Gifts are tax deductible in the year you make the gift to the
I Foundation. Unused deductions can be carried forward an additional five years
' if necessary.

Instill philanthropic values—Give your children or other family members advisory 
privileges. ’

Support numerous charitable interests—For accounts under $500,000, 50% or 
more of the funds contributed must eventually be allocated to ComeU
For accounts greater than $500,000. 25% must be allocated
to ComeU. The balance can go to approved nonprofit organizations in the U.S.

Ea^ to establish, easy to add to—The minimum initial Foundation gift is $25 000 
Additional gifts to the Foundation may be made at any time, including transfer of 
your balance from a commercially operated charttable gift fund.

Consider how a ComeU Foundation Donor-Advised account can fit Into your 
philanthropy. Call, write, or email today for more information.

Irusts, Estates A Planm-d Giving 
ComeU University, 55 Brown Road, Ithaca. NY 14850-1247 

1-800-481-1865
E^nail: planned_giutng&comelLedu 

Website: http7/www.aiumnt.comelledu

TLW6%25c2%25aecomeU.edu
http://www.aiumnt.comelledu


Ruth and Robert Polson Leave Memorable Legacy

E
arly in the 1920s. when Robert A 
Polson decided he’d rather study 
tami families and rural communities 
than dairy farming, there were only two 
places in the country to study rural soci

ology—the University of Wisconsin and 
Cornell. He chose Madison over Ithaca 
because it was a thousand miles closer to 
his home in the state of Washington. It 
was a fortuitous choice. He earned three 
degrees there (BS. MS, and PhD) and met 
and married his wife of 67 years. Ruth E. 
Polson. In 1931. he was invited to join the 
Department of Rural Sociology in 
Cornell’s College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences as an extension instructor, a for
tuitous choice for ComeU.

During his 40-year career at Cornell. 
Robert Polson rose through the faculty 
ranks to become a full professor, depart
ment chair, and a respected leader in the 
Rural Sociology Society, the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, 
and the American Sociological Society. He 
began his ComeU career working with 
small New York State communities and 
teaching courses in rural development. 
As America’s farm population shrank 
throughout the 1940s and 1950s, more 
and more of his students were interna
tional, from rural communities in Africa. 
Asia, and Latin America.

In 1952, Professor Polson received a 
Fulbright award from the US. State 
Department and spent a year at Silliman 
University in the Philippines. He studied 
social change in the Philippines and inaugu
rated rural social science research at 
Silliman. Back at ComeU, he broadened the 
scope of his studies and courses and was 
one of the founders of Cornell's 
international Agriculture Program He spe
cialized in training students in the applica
tion of sociology to the organization, and 
the conduct anti evaluation of rural com- 
rnuruty devekrpmetil and agricultural exten
sion programs. particularly in the 
Philippines. India, and oilier countries in 
Southeast Asia

RURAL SOCIOLOGY BENEFACTORS: 
Robert and Ruth Polson left most of then 
estate to Cornell and much of it will 
benefit the Department ol Rural Sociology 
They are shown here with their daughter, 
Margaret Polson

Friend and colleague. Rural Sociology 
Professor Emeritus Olaf Larson, remem
bers Robert Polson as a kind and compas
sionate teacher who took a personal inter
est in the many international students who 
came to study rural sociology at ComeU. 
Students from tropical countries could 
find life difficult in wintry Ithaca and a rev
olution at home sometimes stranded them 
in Itliaca without family or funds. When 
the Department of Rural Scxjology created 
a fund to provide emergency support for 
graduate students, it was named for 

Professor Polson and Professor l-arson. 
who wen- already doing a great deal to help 
students on an informal basis. Over the 
years. Ruth and Robert Polson and other 
alumni and friends have generously sup
ported this fund. The Robert Polson-Olaf 
Larson Excellence Fund has grown sub
stantially and now supports students in 
many ways, including summer support for 
research and travel support for students to 
participate in professional associations.

Professor Polson's ability to listen and 
analyze problems made him a valuable 
investigator for public and private interna
tional agencies providing assistance to 
underdeveloped areas of the world. As a 
teacher, he enjoyed teaching classes with 
students of different nationalities and reli
gions, placing those with vehemently 
op|x>site ideas together to listen to each 
other and develop respect for the other's 
point of view.

Ruth Polson, MA ’42, PhD ’51, was as 
committed to academics and education as 
her husband. She taught high school 
English in Ithaca while completing both a 
master’s and doctorate degree in English 
literature. She was also a trained musician 
who directed many choral groups, includ
ing the Cayuga Choral Ensemble and the 
Campus Club Choral Group. She worked 
closely with her husband, editing his 
speeches and professional articles and 
accompanying him on his international 
travels and social change research. 
Insights and influences of former students 
and Mrs. Polson's facility with French 
helped them resolve tense situations dur
ing onsite visits. She enjoyed entertaining 
faculty colleagues and graduate students. 
Their daughter. Margaret R. Polson '54, MS 
'56. rememl>ers that her parents' annual 
Thanksgiving dinners with foreign stu
dents were much anticipated and popular 
events. Ruth Polson served on library 
boards In Ithaca and New York State for 
more than 20 years, helped establish the 
Finger Lakes Library System, and was hon
ored for her outstanding contributions to 

library development.
During their lifetimes and through their 

will. Ruth and Robert Polson generously 
supported many areas of the university, 
particularly the Department of Rural 
Sociology in the College of Agriculture and 
Ufe Sciences, the Southeast Asian Studies 
Program, the Cornell University Library. 
Cornell Plantations, the Center for Theatre 
Arts, and the Department of Music In the 
College of Arts and Sciences.

Robert Polson died in 1997, and Ruth 
Polson died in 1999. leaving much of their 
estate to Cornell. A significant portion of 
their estate will support the Rural 
Sociology Department and will help to 
ensure the department's continued leader
ship in international development. For 
generations to come, students and faculty 
will benefit from the Poisons' dedication 
and commitment to rural sociology and the 
College of Agriculture and Ufe Sciences.

The Poisons lived modestly in their 
home in the woods above Ellis Hollow. 
Bob Polson loved the outdoors and work
ing in the woods, which reminded him of 
home in Washington's timber country. 
They did agree to be honored as foremost 
benefactors and have their names 
engraved on the Uris Library Terrace. In 
thanking President Hunter Rawlings and 
the university for this recognition. Ruth 
Polson said, ‘it is almost overwhelming to 
have our names inscribed on the wall in 
the Court of Honor. The forty years of 
close association with Cornell, the rich 
worldwide contacts it made fiossible, the 
sharing of the visions and aspirations of its 
founder and early faculty and other con
tributors have given us deep satisfaction. 
In the foreign countries we visited, again 
and again, the political, economic, and 
social leaders were Cornell trained. I 
rejoice that you are now here to perpetu- 
ate that achievement."

This story is adopted from a story published 
in the spring 2000 issue of Coinmuniqu6. a put> 
Itcahon of Cornell University's Division of 
Alumni Affairs and Development.

New Department of Horticulture Is Born

T
he Department of Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture and the Department ol 

Fruit and Vegetable Science merged to form the new Department of Horticulture, 
effective July 1. The new department will provide synergism and eliminate redun
dancies in current research, teaching, and extension programs. Programs and activities of 
the two departments had been converging for many years, which made the reorganization 

a logical one. The chair of the new department is Professor Chris Wien.
Strategic alliances are anticipated in research areas such as integrated horticultural crop 

systems, urban horticulture, environmental impacts and benefits of horticulture, and 
nutriceuticals. among others.

The new department's connection with Geneva's Department of Horticultural Sciences 
will continue a long tradition of collaboration. In fact, the development of a Cornell horti
culture institute is being considered.

Cornell-in-lndia

An agribusiness executive education program—the first offered by Cornell University in 
India—featured an intensive lOday program where participants moved from strategic 
planning based in international financial analysis principles Io technology transfer and 
trade concluding with instruction on interpersonal communication and presentation skills 
Participants in the Cornrihrelndra Agribusiness Management Initiative Accessing World 
Markets tn 2000 are pictured here in Hyderabad, India

Mann Library Benefits front John C. Sterling and 
David L. Call Endowments

Alumni Establish New Director's Fund Honoring 
John C. Sterling

I
n the early 1950s, Ernest C. Grant, director of the Chemung 
County 4-H Program, told a young farm lad. “You can do almost 
anything you set your mind to." That teenager was John C 
Sterling, and he had already established a 4-H record that would 
serve as a benchmark for other 4-Hers

After attending the College of Agriculture and Ufe Sciences, where 
he continued to hone his leadership skills, Sterling worked for 25 years 
with 4-H members and leaders, followed by another 10 years with 

alumni and friends of the college. His aggressive recruitment of volunteers and effective train
ing programs brought him recognition from state and national organizations, culminating this 
last (all in the coveted ALS Alumni Association's Outstanding Faculty/Staff Award.

To honor Sterling's leadership and commitment to the college, a group of fellow alumni has 
established the John C. Sterling '59 Mann Ubrary Director's Fund. In the words of Mann 
Ubrary Director Janet McCue, “...these funds are critical to the library’s ability to continue 
providing top quality service and unrivaled research collections... The John C. Sterling '59 
Mann Ubrary Director's Fund will provide a more solid funding foundation upon which the 
excellence of this institution can continue to be built.'

Anonymous Challengers Encourage New Gifts to David L Call Endowment

T
wo anonymous donors have offered a special $30,000 challenge 

to substantially increase the natural resources collections at 
Mann Ubrary. in the name of former ALS Dean David L Call, an 
avid outdoorsman and fisherman.

The Dean David L Call Endowment at Mann Ubrary supports the 
purchase of new collections in the management and ecology of fish, 
forests, and wildlife. To build the Dean David L Call Endowment and 
strengthen its effectiveness in enriching Mann Ubrary's holdings in all 
branches of natural resources study, the anonymous donors will match 
all new gifts to this fund made between now and December 31, 2000. 
New gifts will be matched on a 1-to-l basis, up to a total of $30,000.

The Dean David L Call Endowment Is the only Mann Ubrary fund dedicated exclusively 
to the acquisition of natural resources materials. The income generated by this fund cur
rently supports the purchase of approximately ten new books a year Meeting this chal
lenge will mean the addition of $60,000 to the fund's principal, increasing Its purchasing 
power by as many as four times.

&
For further information, or to make a gift to either of these two endowment funds, contact 
the ALS Development Office at (607) 255-7652.



Phytochemicals in Apples Have Anti-Cancer Benefits

T
ime to adjust an old adage: It’s the 
phytochemicals in the apple each 
day that keep the doctor away.

A combination of plant chemicals, such 
as flavonoids and polyphenols—collec
tively known as phytochemicals and 
found both within the flesh of apple and 
particularly in the skin—provide the 
fruit s anti-oxidant and anti-cancer bene
fits. say Cornell food scientists.

Although it has long been known that 
apples provide anti-oxidant and health 
benefits, "this concept is different," said 
Rui-Hai Liu, Cornell assistant professor of 
food science.

Said Liu: “Scientists are interested in iso
lating single compounds—such as vitamin 
C, vitamin E. and beta carotene—to see if 
they exhibit anti-oxidant or antrcancer 
benefits, it turns out that none of those 
works alone to reduce cancer. It’s the com
bination of flavonoids and polyphenols 
doing the work."

An anti-oxidant is one of many chemi
cals that reduce or prevent oxidation, 
thus preventing cell and tissue damage 
from free radicals in the body

"In this research, we have shown the 
importance of phytochemicals to human 
health," said Liu's collaborator, Chang 
Yong Lee, Cornell professor of food sci
ence at the New York State Agricultural 
Experiment Station in Geneva

“Some of the phytochemicals are 
known to be anti-allergenic, some are anti- 
carcinogenic, and others are anti-inflam
matory, anti-viral, or anti-proliferative. 
Now I have a reason to say an apple a day 
keeps the doctor away," Lee said.

The researchers found that vitamin C in 
apples is only responsible for a small por
tion of the anti-oxidant activity. Instead, 
almost all of this activity in apples is from 
phytochemicals.

“Eating fruits and vegetables is better 
than taking a vitamin pill," said Liu. “You 
can obtain enough antioxidants from 
food without worrying about toxicity. 
Wlrat this study shows is the combination 
of phytochemicals plays a very important 
role in anti-oxidant and anti-cancer activi
ty. and the real health benefits may come 
from a phytochemical mixture."

Blaine P Fnedkmdef Jr

Dean/Alumni Get-Togethers

ALS olums, George 'Doc' Abraham '39 and his wife, Katie Abraham '43, welcome 
incoming freshman Jason Smith ’04 (right) and his mothei, Barbara Harris Smith from 
Rochester, N.Y, al a recent Dean/Alumni Get-Together at the Bristol Harbor Lodge in 
Canandaigua, N.Y.

Alumni gathered at Webb's Captain's Table Restaurant in Mayville. N.Y Pictured f-r ore
Dennis Rak '80, Josef Powell '64, DVM '67. Lindo Powell, ALS Ambassadors Carrie 
Richter '01 and Michelle Fischman '00, and Dean Daryl Lund

Dean Daryl Lund poses with the District #7 (Albany, Rensseloer, ond Schenectady court 
ties) leadership team of their recent Dean/Alumm Get Together in Albany, N Y Pictured 
R are Peter Pamkowski 74, district director, Dick Jones '69, Connie Sawyer '94, 

Bob Pierpont MS '76, Lynn Leitner Hickey '95, Dave Jennings '77, and Dean Lund.



Yes. I want to be there for Schoellkopf Sellout during Homecoming Weekend'

('lassNameSELLOUT Guests

"Schoellkopf Sellout" Homecoming Weekend 2000
Help make history on September 23, as 
l»art of the largest crowd at a Cornell 
football game in the last 45 years! The 
Big Red is looking to sell out every seat 
at Schoellkopf Held when Yale comes to 
town for an early-season battle.

The stage is set for a fantastic day, 
which combines the first home game of 
the season. Homecoming weekend, and 
an exciting contest against Ivy League 
defending champion Yale. Cornell fin
ished right behind Yale in the Ivy standings last year with a 5-2 record and a 7-3 overall 
mark, setting the scene for this season’s early Ivy showdown

As part of the festivities, a hospitality village has been added for Cornell fans who want 
to make the event a truly memorable experience. The village will feature a large tented 
area, tables and chairs for group seating. Spike's Authentic Southern Barbecixi. a fun
zone for the kids, and a Cornell souvenir for everyone to take home. Other exciting activ
ities are also planned for what is shaping up to be a truly great day Don’t miss out!

Mil out the reservation form so you can be included in tlx- ALS Alumni Association's 
Field Goal Package block seating! The HosfXtality Village opens at 10 a.m. look for the 
ALS Alumni Association banner within the village for the ALS reserverl tallies. Kickoff 
bat2pJH.

Price is $20 per adult, $10 per child under 12 and includes the following:

• full access to the Bears' Cave Hospitality Village and the Cubs' Den (kid's fun-zone)

• reserved seating with fellow ALS alumni and friends

• buffet-style lunch catered by Spike's Authentic Southern Barbecue

• one game program per two adults

• free parking (parking garage)

• Homecoming 2000 souvenir

Address

City/State/Zip

I‘hone numlxT (daytime)

« of Adults 

# of Children (under 12 yrs)

Total Cost Adults: $.

Total Cost Children:

Make checks payable to ALS Alumni Association or pay by credit card.

I I Visa

account numlx-r

[ 1 Mastercard [ I Discover (please check one) 

expiration date

signature

Mail this form with your payment to ALS Alumni Affairs, Cornell University, 
276 Roberts Hall, Ithaca. NY 1485T5905.

Reunion 2000

50th Reunion classmates (hr) Frank Osferhoudl '50 from Alexandria, \fa., and Horsl von 
Oppenfeld '50 of Bethesda, Md .join over 60 classmales and spouses of the ALS 
Alumni Breakfast on Saturday, June 10, in the Trillium dining room in Kennedy Hall.

Recently retired ALS faculty recognized at the ALS Reunion Breakfaston Saturday, 
June 10 include |k. front row) Wayne Sinclair PhD 62 plant patholoay. David Deshler, 
education, Gene German MS '59. PhD '77. agricultural. resource, and managerial 
economics (ARM) William Pardee PhD '60. plant heeding, Georae Conneman BS 52, 
MS 56 ARME and Roy Colle PhD '67. communication (Lx back row). Dean Daryl 
Lund, David letor '65. president. ALS Alumni Association

Fond reminiscences occurred when Winifred Stafford Jones of Wauseon, Ohio, met up with 
Ralph Higley '30 ol Stuart, Fla. Higley was introduced al the ALS Reunion Breakfast (attending 
his 7Oh Reunion), al which lime Ms Jones recognized him as her former 4-H agent in 
Cortland County in the late 1930s. Mrs Jones's husband, John '50, was also there attending 
his 50lli Reunion Her lather was Dr EBis Stafford DVM ' 18 and her son Cody is also a 
Cornel alumnus, DVM ‘94



Experiment Station Uncorks 
New Vinification and Brewing 
Technology Lab

S
tate Senator Michael Nozzolio and Dean Daryl Lund 
ushered in a new era of commitment to New York's 
wine-making and beer-brewing industries when they 
cut the red ribbon at the (ormal dedication of Cornell 

University's Vinification and Brewing Technology 
Laboratory at the New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Geneva on March 31. The 2,000 sq. ft research 
and teaching facility represents the latest 
university/industry partnership on the part of Cornell and 
the Experiment Station.

The laboratory builds on the station's well-established 
programs in enology and fermentation science Previously, 
the 10.000 sq. ft. Fruit and Vegetable Processing Pilot Plant 
at the Station was used for fermentation studies, but the 
wine and brewing industries in the state have grown to 
such an extent that the station required a separate facility 
to properly serve their needs.

The new laboratory is specially designed for enology 
and brewing studies The former machine shop at the 
west end of the Food Science & Technology building at 
the Experiment Station has been emptied, cleaned, and 
painted. Flooring, drainage, steam lines, and ventilation 
have been installed, and an outside delivery and gra|M*- 
crushing area added. Mashing and lautering vessels, a 
boiling kettle, and fermenters will be located at one end of 
the room and dedicated to brewing technology. Near it is 
the analytical laboratory and office. The other end of the 
laboratory holds 100- to 50Witer wine fermentation tanks 
The central workshop includes de-stemmers, crushers, 
presses, filters, bottle fillers, and heating and cooling 
equipment for wine making, some of which has been 

donated by industry.
Thomas Henick-Kling will direct the wine-making pro

gram in the facility. Karl Siebert will direct the brewing 
program, and FS&T chairman Richard Durst will oversee?

(deezz/c 'prints of (Qomell & ffHbaca
A Fterfect Gift
The college's alumni association is offering 10" x 13" and

I 15" x 17" color reproductions of lour oil paintings by
Victor R Stephen, former professor ol communication 
Alumni and faculty members chose- these sc enes, which 
represent the four seasons, as the most memorable ol 
campus and the Itliaca countryside Send the following

Dean’s Awards Convocation

io~ x 13~ I5~ x IF
liiughannock Falls Winter Morning

Ube Slope Spring Evening 

Beebe Lake Bndge. Summer Night

________ prims_al $10 each   pnnts al $20 each 

________ prints al $10 each   prints al $20 each 

________ pnnts al $10 each   prints at $20 each

Cascadilla Gorge. Fall Afternoon

The Four Season Set

_______ pnnts al $10 each

_______  all |mnts lor $35

_______  pnnts al $20 each

_______  all pnnts lor $70

Alumni Assn members, $30 (10* x 13") or $60 (15* x IF) a set. My membership expires-----------------------------

Pk-ase a<ki $5 for drirwty outside continental Uniled Stale. Endue check or money order payable Io 
ALS Alumni Asociation

Mail to ALS Alumni Association, Cornell University, 276 Roberts Hall, Ithaca. NY 14853-5905

Name

Address _______________ __________________________________________________________________

City___________________________ Slate/Counlry_____________________ Zip-----------------------------------

This IS a gift order Please mail to above individual, and enclose a card reading--------------------------------------

Htoaj l»y Oofcy Monsngfcr
Senior Service Award winner Patty Wells 00 ol Branford, Conn , received $ 100 
and a certificate presented by Dean Daryl Lund from the ALS Alumni Association al 
the recent Dean's Awards Convocation The Alumni Association presents the Senior 
Service Award Io an outstanding senior who has shown leadership and worked to 
increase awareness ol the ALS Alumni Association
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Quynda Henry 00 ol Sacramento, Calif, received one of two Outstanding Student 
Employee Awards She was nominated by Cale Thompson '80, director of minority 
programs lor the college Pictured l-i Dean Lund, Henry. Thompson, and 
H Dean Sutphin, associate dean and director of ocademic programs
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Student Leaders Make Organizations Work

I
t seems that everywhere on campus I 
go, I run Into students who are dedi
cated not only to their academics but 
to student organizations as well.

Cornell is overflowing with student lead
ers, and our college has the honor of pos
sessing some of tomorrow's brightest 
leaders. These leaders foster student 
involvement on campus and within the 
Cornell and Ithaca community. I would 
like to tell you about some of the college’s 
most dedicated student leaders These 
three students are leaders of prominent 
organizations, but there are countless 
other student leaders who make the cam
pus hum with activity. Here is a glimpse

Howard Katzenberg ’00 majored in agri
cultural. resource, and managerial eco
nomics (ARME) and is from West Nyack, 
N.Y. This summer he is working for 
American Express in the venture capital 
department in New York City. At Cornell. 
Katzenberg was the president of Ho-Nun- 
De-Kah, the ALS Honor Society. Ho-Nun- 
De-Kah (HNDK) comprises the academic 
top 15 percent of the sophomore class 
and the top 20 percent of the junior class, 
to total about 100 new members each 
year. The honor society has a member
ship of 195 students; each dedicated to 
the HNDK goal of fostering the relation
ship between members, students, faculty, 
and administration. HNDK runs a tutoring 
program, a community service project, 
and raises funds for its projects. HNDK 
tutors approximately 50 to 60 ALS stu

dents j>er semester on a volunteer basis 
HDNK plans a community service event 
each year, and even won the Community 
Service Award at the Dean's Awards 
Convocation ceremony this year

To raise funds for all of its activities, in 
the past HNDK has sold concessions at 
sporting events. A majority of the funds go 
to publishing its Ag Guide newsletter. This 
newsletter offers an inside perspective of 
ALS life for entering students and includes 
course evaluations, teacher interviews, 
and student columns. Also, HNDK offers a 
$500 scholarship to a graduating senior 
involved in outstanding undergraduate 
research. Other interesting events that 
HNDK provides to its membership are 
informal student-faculty receptions From 
my discussion with Katzenberg, it was 
obvious that HNDK was succeeding in 
increasing the connection between stu
dents and their educators, something 
essential in a quality education.

Kale Coats '01, an ARME major from 
Carthage, N.Y., is involved in her sorority 
as vice-president for judicial affairs and 
standards on Panhellenic Council, an ALS 
Ambassador, member of Order of Omega 
Honor Society, president of Quill & Dagger, 
president of the Cornell Entrepreneur 
Organization, a teaching assistant for 
Introductory Statistics, a Cornell Tradition 
Fellow, and one of the principal founders 
of the Society of Women in Business. 
Costa is busy*

Costa is the president of CEO, an organ-

Display Your Diploma Proudly
The ALS Alumni Association is 

proud to present this distinctly 
artwork of nationally known artist 
Robin Lauersdorf.

Carefully researched and meticu
lously drawn, this highly detailed 
pencil drawing of Cornell University 
captures the historic significance 
and the unique beauty of our 
campus. It depicts Goldwln Smith 
Hall. Bailey Auditorium, Willard 
Straight Hall, McGraw Tower. Uris 
Library, Beebe Lake Falls. Sage 
Chapel, and the Ezra Cornell Statue.

The artwork Is

• reproduced on the finest quality, 

acid-free, 100 percent rag museum 

paper

• framed with museum-quality mats

and a mahogany frame

• unconditionally guaranteed

Partial proceeds will provide endowment funds for scholarship aid for ALS 

students and support other student and alumni projects.
The artwork is available in two forms: a 19" x 25" limited edition signed and 

numbered print, limited to 500 prints, and a 14" x 19" print. Both sizes are 
available framed and unframed. The smaller print has also been uniquely framed 

as a diploma holder.
Consider these benefits of our diploma bolder

• A great college remembrance

• An excellent way to protect, preserve, and display your diploma

• The perfect birthday or graduation gift

• Made to easily insert your own diploma so there is no need to send it

To receive a full-color brochure or to place an order please call

Cornell Alumni Artwork

1-800-336-5923

ization founded in spring 1997. With 
approximately 70 fraying undergraduate 
members universitywide and a listserv 
with 500 people including ALS alumni, the 
networking opportunities for CEO mem
bers is substantial. One of CEO's unique 
activities is the "Road Show," a trip typi
cally to New York City or California visiting 
businesses owned by entrepreneurs who 
are Cornell alumni. CEO takes an active 
role in connecting Cornell students and 
prominent entrepreneurs. CEO also organ
izes a Student Entrepreneur Forum where 
there were 10 to 15 successful student 
entrepreneurs on a panel answering ques
tions about how they balance school and 
their businesses, and how and why their 
start-ups are working. CEO hosts network
ing events in the winter where successful 
alumni on the CEO advisory council, Cor
nell graduates in the Young Entrepreneur 
Association, and CEO student members 
meet

Costa also was one of the principal 
founders of the Cornell Society of Women 
in Business, a society for women ARME 
majors. The goal of the society was to pro
vide a source of communication for 
women in ARME. Currently there are 35 
women in the society, mostly concentrat
ing in business management and market
ing They have forged a partnership with 
the Women's Management Council at the 
Johnson School of Management and are 
planning possible workshops in invest
ment banking and consulting. The Society 
is planning to bring women alumni and 
professors back to campus to interact 
with ARME students. Women who are 
ARME majors or graduates are welcome 
to contact Costa at kec21@comell.edu for 
more information.

Jenny Kelsey '01 of Canastota. N.Y., is 
majoring In animal science. On campus 
she is involved as a Presidential Research 
Fellow, where she is researching calf and 
heifer development and accelerated 
growth. She is also a CUDS (Cornell 
University Dairy Science) club member, a 
Quill & Dagger member, Mortarboard 
Honor Society member, and the chair of 
the ALS Ambassadors. The ALS 
Ambassadors an- 115 students who pro
mote the college to prospective 
students and their parents, as well as to 
transfer students and current students.

The Ambassadors organize Transfer Days. 
Cornell Days, panels and tours, phonea- 
thons and write-a-thons to accepted high 
school seniors, and Ambassador/alumni 
events. Cornell Days brings prospective 
students and their parents to campus The 
Ambassadors organize student panels so 
that the prospective students can see 
what Cornell is like. Also, the prospective 
students and their parents can go to lunch 
with an Ambassador and get a chance to 
ask questions in an informal setting. 
Transfer Days are similar to Cornell Days, 
except they are for students interested in 
transferring into the college.

Almost al) Ambassadors volunteer to 
write letters to students accepted through 
early decision. The write-a-thon often 
results in prospective students contacting 
the Ambassadors who wrote to them to 
learn more about Cornell and the college. 
Phone-a-thons are similar, and prospec
tive students are usually surprised and 
excited to be contacted by a Cornell 
student and take the opportunity to ask 
some practical questions, such as about 
dorm life or cafeteria food. Ambassadors 
have the opportunity to attend a 
dean/alumni event during the school year 
The dean attends district events through
out New York, and typically one or two 
Ambassadors go with the dean. These 
Ambassadors not only get the chance to 
interact with the dean and alumni, they 
also can answer questions about the col
lege for prospective students and alumni. 
The Ambassadors are busy throughout 
the school year, and in the end their hard 
work pays off. It is amazing and rewarding 
to hear about the number of students who 
choose Cornell because of an Ambass
ador's helpful words.

Students Awarded Prestigious Scholarships

O
ne of the 11 American students selected this year for the prestigious Winston 
Churchill Scholarship was William K. Cornwell '00, a natural resources major. 
Cornwell plans to use his scholarship in the botany department at Cambridge 
to study the effect of drought and nutrient stress on plant communities in southern 

Spain. The scholarship, funded by the Winston Churchill Foundation of the United 
States, provides for one year of graduate study in engineering, mathematics, or the sci
ences for students with exceptional academic records and research proposals that can 
be carried out at Cambridge University.

An ALS undergraduate has won a Morris K. Udall Scholarship. These scholarship 
were established by the U.S. Congress in 1992 to honor Congressman Morris K. Udall 
and are awarded to outstanding students with excellent academic records and interest 
in careers in the fields of environmental public policy, health care, and tribal public pol
icy. Beth A. Lawrence '01, a natural resources major, said the Udall Scholarship will help 
educate her for her longterm goal of teaching ecology at the college level. In the mean
time. she is conducting research, mostly in Costa Rica, and volunteering her services 
wherever ecology is practiced.

New Student Director Named
Jeffrey Fine '02 of State College, Pa, was elected student 
director on the ALS Alumni Association's board of directors at 
the association's annual meeting on June 10 He replaces Jared 
Halpin '00 While in high school. Fine was active in many 
organizations including the high school newspaper (editor-in- 
chief). broadcast journalism and television clubs (club 
founder), yearbook, student government, and tennis He also 
wrote for Knight Ridder Corporation and was a volunteer at a 
local nursing home. At Cornell he has been active in the 
Undergraduate Communication Association (copresident). 
Cornell Daily Sun (circulation manager). Cornell Tradition 
Fellows, and Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity and is a communica
tion teaching assistant. Fine is majoring in communication.
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Students Test 
Utopian Visions 
on Campus Farm

Aquatic Insects 
Are Amazing

Outstanding 
Alumni Awards 
Reservation Form

CORNELL
UNIVERSITY

Alumni Allairs and Development
College ol Agriculture and Ule Sciences 
Cornell University
276 Roberts liall
Itliaca. New York 14853-5905

Change Service Requested
Dated Material
August 2000

August 25
Join fellow AIS alumni from Clinton, Essex, 
Franklin, and Homillon counties for a lunch
eon boat cruise on Roquefte lake from 1 1 00 
Io 1 00 pm, followed by o tour of Great 
Comp at Sagamore ond then visit the 
Adirondack Museum ol Blue Mountain lake 
from 3 00 lo 5 30 p m For details, contact 
Geoff Yates 77 al (518) 298-5257 or 
email geoffrey yatesOyankeeaca com

September 9
District #26 (Northern California western 
region) picnic and winery lout of Atlas Peak 
Winery, Napa Walley For details, contact 
Ray Borton '53 at (530) 7560632, or 
email rvbortonOool com

September 17
Adirondack scenic railrood trip witi alumni from 
Herkimer, Oneida, and Modison counties 
Contact Moire Pulver '80 ol (315| 823-9419, 
email molepufverOhcibank com for details

September 22-24
Homecoming Weekend

Santamhar IT •zwpiwinuwi Aw
ALS Alumni Association tailgate before the 
Cornel vs Yale football game Contact the 
ALS Alumm Affairs Office at 1607) 2557651 
for more information

Calendar 2000
October 1 3
Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet, Statler 
Ballroom. Stotler Hotel See the reservolion 
form and announcement of winners on pages 
7 and 9 Contact Linda Wyllie. ALS Alumni 
Affairs Office at (607) 2557651 or 
email Ilw8@canell edu

October 14
ALS Alumm Association tailgate in the Kite Hill 
parking lot before the Cornell vs Colgate 
lootball gome Contact the ALS Alumm Office 
at (607) 2557651 for more information

October 21
Open House for prospective ALS students
Contact ALS Admissions Office ol
(607) 255-2036

October 22
District #20 (Erie and Niagara counties) "Fall 
Day at the Form- al the Becker Forms, Gasport 
N Y. chicken BBQ, hayride, and other odrvties 
Fa mae information, contact B.II Rostand 61 al 
(716) 7453462, a email wroiandOibm net

October 22
y's Pizzo Restaurant 
Ron Cooke '91 at

Wme lasting party al Ton 
m Owego, N.Y Contact 
(607)849-3748, a emai 
rdcl 2©canell edu fa de

October 24-24
Trustee/Council Weekend
Cornell vs Princeton football gome

November 3
Transfer Day fa prospective ALS transfer 
students Contact AIS Admissions Office ot 
(607) 2552036
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