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ALS alumna Elizabeth Armstrong is the director of 
medical education at Harvard. She oversees a 
new curriculum that is turning out physicians who 
are more adept at accessing information and 
working in teams. But most of all, they are 

Doctors Tou Can 
Really Talk to
WWf hat are tomorrow's doctors 
learning In medical school today? And 
trow is their education likely to affect the 
way we will be treated by our physicians 
in years to come?

Elizabeth G. Armstrong '68, the director 
of medical education at Harvard Medical 
School, says that one of the biggest differ
ences we're likely to see is in doctor
patient communication.

"Medical students are taught to think 
of patients as partners in deciding on the 
most appropriate treatment plan," 
Armstrong says. “They are skilled in ac
cessing the most up-to-date information, 
which they are then encouraged to ex
plain to their patients in detail—includ
ing various options and the evidence 
behind each one. They are learning how 
to actively involve patients in making 
intelligent decisions in their own behalf."

This shift toward collaborative doc- 
tor-patient relationships has as much to 

do with the way medical students learn 
their lessons as with the content of the 
lessons themselves.

Armstrong, a specialist In medical peda
gogy and curriculum design, was one of 
the architects of the New Pathway, a 
radical revamping of Harvard’s Medical

Because the cases that students 
study are based on real people, 
each condition carries with it a 

human face, a family.

School curriculum in the '80s. Where once 
students spent half of their med school 
years listening to lectures, today they 
spend much of their time in independent 
study and small group problem-solving 
tutorials centered on the cases of real 
patients.

Students are given only the opening

CORNELL ROOTS: Armstrong attributes the "heart and soul" of her background in 
science education to Verne Rockcastle, ALS professor emeritus of education

scenario before the first class. For ex
ample, “The patient walks in with a rash 
on the thigh and a fever." In subsequent 
classes, the students get more informa
tion about the case.

Armstrong says this case-based, prob
lem-based method of learning is ideal for 
teaching the basic sciences and offering 

an introduction to clinical care, which is 
the role of the first four years of a doctor's 
education. (The next three to seven years 
are spent in internships and residencies 
where new doctors refine their skills.) 
This method also imparts skills and atti-

(Continued on page 2)

Cornell Med Puts Patients First
Patients who are pleased with the care 
they receive visit their doctors less often. 

And they take better care of themselves 
Positive medical consequences are the 

result when doctor and patient are on 

the some wavelength
"Developing the kind of relationship 

patients see as satisfying is based on more 
than just instinct," says Carol Storey- 
Johnson, M.D and associate director of 
the Office of Curriculum and Educational 

Development at the Cornell University 
Medical College Students there are learn
ing such things as how to consider pa
tients' preferences on the extent of emer
gency room care given and their attitudes 

toward death and dying, says Storey- 

Johnson.
Getting the medical students to under

stand the patient's perspect.ve and then 

putting what they learn into practice is

Medical students spend time in 
doctors' offices.

central to Cornell Med's new curriculum, 

which debuted last September. Storey- 
Johnson designed and directs the course 
Medicine, Patients, and Society, which 
places students in doctors' offices an after
noon a week for their first two years of 
medical school. There, students talk to and 
touch real patients. This is a radical depar

ture from the old-school approach that 

reserved clinical experience for the third 
ond fourth years and confined it to hos

pital settings.
In the morning, students hear a lecture 

and discuss paper cases on topics that 
Storey-Johnson says used to be neglected 
in med schools. For the controversial issue 
of complementary medicine, for example, 
students listen to a panel of physicians 
who practice acupuncture, biofeedback, 
homeopathy, herbal medicine, and other 
nontraditional therapies. They discuss the 
types of patients who prefer these treat

ments and why.
Then, in a small group tutorial, students 

are presented with a paper case of a 
patient who is refusing traditional treat
ment. The discussion revolves around the 
various factors that influence the physi

cian's stance, such as the availability of an 

effective traditional treatment and the 

patient's capacity to make decisions.
During the afternoon session in the 

doctor's office, the students interview 
patients, asking them if they hove ever 
used any of these complementary medi
cal treatments.

"What students find," Storey-Johnson 
says, "confirms what they've read in the 
literature: that a lot of people do use 
these alternatives and don't tell their doc
tors about it."

Conversations such as these give stu
dents firsthand experience in what it's 
like to be a patient in today's health care 
system. What's more, med students find 
out whether they're cut out to be primary 
care physicians. Managed care has made 
family doctors into gatekeepers, so pa

tients are well served when doctors are on 
their side Metta Winter
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TEAMWORK: Students learn to work together in small group problem-solving tutorials

State lawmakers should not move hast
ily to ban cloning research, because 

it could yield medical breakthroughs 
that benefit humanity, a Cornell cloning 
pioneer told a New York State Senate 
Committee this past spring.

“We want the public to know that the 
research on cloning can uniquely ad
vance knowledge in ways that will im
prove the quality of life," said Robert H. 
Foote MS '47, PhD ’50, professor emeri
tus of animal science and biology. “In 
fact, some techniques now used by in 
vitro fertilization clinics might be techni
cally classified as cloning. For example, 
relat i vely Infert lie couples may be hel|>ed 
to have a baby resulting from their own 
sexually initiated, single embryo, by ex
pertly making these into two embryos in 
vitro." He said this basically mimics 
nature's procedure of cloning when a 
young embryo splits spontaneously and 
both halves survive to produce identical 

twins.
Foote was one of several scientists and 

theologians to testify before the New 
York State Senate Committee on Investi
gation. Media hype has contributed to 
public misunderstanding, Foote told the 
state panel.

Short Reports

Cloning Expert Testifies to State Senate

tudes that serve patients well.
“You want a physician who is profi

cient in accessing the latest information, 
so the treatments offered to you are 
what's in the literature now. not what the 
person learned 5 or 10 or 15 years ago in 
med school," Armstrong explains.

Problem-based learning requires that 
students think critically about the knowl
edge they've gathered and recognize that 
more discoveries always can be made— 
no answer is ever final. Such an inquisi
tive attitude can work only in the patient's 
best interest, she points out.

Patients will benefit also when doctors 
work together in groups.

“The practice of medicine is going to 
require more of a team effort where health 
care professionals solve problems to
gether." Armstrong notes. “In problem
based tutorials, students learn communi-

“You want a physician who is 
proficient in accessing the latest 
information, so the treatments 
offered to you are what's in the 

literature now, not what
the person learned 5 or 10 or 
15 years ago in med school. ”

—Armstrong

cation skills and recognize the value of 
speaking to colleagues and benefiting 
from what they can learn from others.”

What's more, because the cases that 
students study are based on real people 
(some they even get to meet), each con
dition carries with it a human face, a 
family. And how to talk and listen is taught 
from day one.

“From the very beginning of the first 
year, students learn that how they 
communicate with patients Is critical to 
their success.’saysArmstrongof the three- 
year course, the Patient-Doctor sequence.

In the second year, students spend two 
days a week in the hospital working with 
patients and doing physical exams. Here 
is where the lirst-year program, when 
they learned how to talk to patients, pays 
off in their hospital work.

By the third year, they spend an after

noon a week reflecting on critical inci
dents they’ve observed in the hospital— 
how they've seen patients being treated, 
what could make that better, and how to 
help patients and families face ethical 
dilemmas.

While many of the issues raised in the 
popular press, including pain manage
ment. hospice care, the ethics of physi
cian-assisted suicide, acupuncture, and 
other so-called holistic treatments, are 
more the province of the intern and resi
dent years, medical schools are broaden
ing their content to provide an introduc
tion to many of these topics.

Subjects once less well integrated into 
the curriculum—such as preventive medi
cine, nutrition, geriatrics, and ethics— 
are taught either as courses or as themes 
right along with the chemistry and biol
ogy of the cell. Some are presented in the 
context of the normal life cycle, so that 
the nutrition curriculum encompasses 
infant feeding, diets for the elderly, and 
the appropriateness of vitamin supple
ments at different stages of life.

Now students are also spending time in 
doctors' offices. Previously, newly gradu
ated doctors received their entire train
ing in hospitals without experience treat
ing the bumps and bruises, flus and fe
vers of everyday life. They had to master 
these in their first few years on the job! 
Economics are now forcing much more 
of patient care into what med school 
parlance calls “ambulatory care" settings.

“By combining student teaching in hos
pitals with that in doctors' offices, stu
dents see the whole spectrum from rare 
cancers to heat rash to osteoporosis." 
Armstrong explains.

After 20 years spent helping medical 
school faculty become more effective 
teachers, Armstrong says there's reason 
to hope that we'll have better educated 
doctors than ever before.

In the '70s and '80s, medical schools 
were accused of turning out technologi
cally competent doctors who didn't know 
how to talk to patients or treat them as 
individuals. If Harvard's curriculum is an 
Indication, we can look forward to more 
physicians with the human touch.

Metta Winter

Old Social Rules Fail when 
Nuclear Families Fizzle

Some of the same evolutionary “pre
dispositions" that held together ex
tended families for our hunter-gatherer 

ancestors—and even prototypical 
nuclear families until recently—are partly 
to blame for today's dysfunction, con
flict, and violence within fractured fami
lies. according to a biologist in the Col
lege of Agriculture and Life Sciences who 
studies heritable adaptations in animal 
and human societies.

One such ancient, genetically pro
grammed rule—help your closely related 
kin—may have an ugly mirror-face when 
unrelated individuals become part of 
the family, says Stephen T. Emlen. the 
Jacob Gould Shurman Professor of Biol
ogy. Just as in many “lower" animals, 
human stepparents turn a less-caring 
shoulder—and occasionally even a vio
lent one—to children who don't carry 
their genes, according to Emlen.

More than 300 species of birds and 80 
kinds of mammals follow two family
grouping predispositions that keepchip- 
off-the-old-block DNA in the gene pool: 
biparental care of offspring and multi- 
generational alliances to help raise re
lated young. So did most Homo sapiens 
until the latter half of the 20th century.

“The helping individual receives indi
rect genetic benefits in direct propor
tion to how closely it is related to the 
recipients of its aid. All else being equal, 
the closer the kinship, the greater the 
tendency for animals to cooperate," 
Emlen said, explaining the so-called kin

Woodswoman III Published
Anne LaBastille, ALS alumna and cover 
story of ALS' News August 1996. has 
come out with her third book in the 
Woodswoman series. This latest book 
chronicles her third decade living with 
her beloved German shepherds in the

“We are dealing with the remarkable 
discovery by Wilmut that an adult ewe 
was cloned from the mammary-gland 
cell of an adult ewe," Foote said. “This 
demonstrated for the first time that dur
ing development, the genes are not pro
grammed Irreversibly. Further research 
will providean increased opportunity to 
discover and understand more how 
genes work, cells differentiate, and how 
cells age and multiply in controlled or 
uncontrolled ways, as occurs in cancer, 
for example." The professor brought to 
the hearing more than 40 years of scien
tific research experience in animal sci
ence at Cornell.

Foote suggested to the legislative panel 
that cloning research could lead to the 
understanding of the aging process and 
to the understanding of why cells some
times develop abnormally, he said. Also, 
cloning increases the opportunity  to pro
duce valuable medicinal products and 
can lead eventually to improved agricul
tural animals.

Foote told the panel that the Wilmut- 
styie cloning is vastly more difficult than 
people think.

Blaine P Friedlander

selection theory (and how the help-your- 
relatives rule became incorporated into 
our genetic makeup).

These heritable adaptations to family 
living were selectively advantageous for 
life in ancestral (pre-agricultural, pre
industrial) extended families, and most 
of the rules still worked as nuclear fami
lies became the norm and extended fami
lies more of a rarity in the early 20th 
century.

“Now, the nuclear family is becoming 
less common. It's being replaced by 
single-parent and stepparent families. 
At the same time we are seeing an in
crease in child abuse, child delinquency, 
and child truancy,” Emlen said.

“The rules we evolved with don't work 
well in the greater diversity of family 
types today," Emlen said. “Armed with 
knowledge and insight from the evolu
tionary perspective, we can identify likely 
flashpoints of family conflict and use our 
intellectual resources to consciously 
suppress those predispositions that nega
tively impact others."

The biologist also offers a way to tum 
predispositions to the family's favor. 
Bring grandparents back into the child- 
rearing picture, especially in single-par- 
ent families. Government agencies, he 
says, could assist by offering tax incen
tives to grandparents who directly as
sist in rearing grandchildren in need and 
to parents who wish to move closer to 
their parents, or vice versa.

Roger Segelken 

log cabin she built near wilderness in 
Adirondack Park.

Ordering information is available from 
West of the Wind Publications, Westport. 
NY 12993.



Feathered
Imagine cradling an extinct bird in your hands. 
Or seeing half the world's avian species 
all in one room. The Ornithological 
Collection gives researchers and 
students a chance to behold these birds

times and other places.

!

This skeleton is from o kiwi o New Zeokjnd 
nocturnal bird that eats earthworms and grubs 
Ils nostrils open at the tip of the bill

wW W hen Europeans first ar
rived in North America, hall of all the 
birds they found here were passenger 
pigeons—then the most abundant avian 
species on earth. By the dawn of the 20th 
century these clever, comely creatures 
were no more.

Yet you can lay your eyes on them 
today in a nondescript cinder block build
ing next to the Tompkins County Airport.

Passenger pigeons are but one of at least 
eight extinct species in the Cornell Orni
thological Collection. Perhaps of equal 
stature are the dozens of others from 
habitats that no longer exist, a sure death 
knell for any living thing.

In all there are 37,000 round (stuffed) 
bird skins. 350 flat skins, 150 spread wings. 
4.300 skeletons. 1.200 fluid-preserved 
specimens. 1,000 mounted birds. 3,200 
eggs, and 700 nests. They come from 
every continent and more than 125 coun
tries. Half the species of birds in the 

world are represented.
Fancy the storage prob- 

f lems- Actually much of 
the skin collection is 

- stored flat in drawers that 
slide into metal cabinets. 

The smallest specimen, the 
rufous hermit hummingbird, 

is no bigger than a woman's 
index finger. The largest is 

an ostrich that 
stands taller than an 
adult human. Nests

are the most trouble
some to store, especially those 

of cliff swallows and their kin. 
who build delicate, jug-like nests 
of mud. Then there are those 
birds who excavate cavities in
side trees for their nesting sites. 
The recently acquired 2-foot 
section of eucalyptus that shel
ters the young of the Austra
lian tree martin still hasn't 
found a place of its own.

Because all the specimens 
are stored away from light, 
the iridescent greenish-black 

The Victorio crowned pigeon 
is a grounddwellmg pigeon of 

New Guinea

Bird photos by Frank DiMeo

The onhmga is a versatile fish-eater from 
tropical rivers and estuaries 

tail feattiers of the black-billed magpie 
are as vivid today as they were in 1831 
when this, the oldest specimen, was col
lected. So are the red and yellow shafts 
that run down the center of the wing 
feathers of northern flickers. With 743 of 
them, the red-shafted and yellow-shafted 
flickers are the largest number of a given 
species in the collection.

The flickers hold the distinction of be
ing key to developing a better under
standing of the birds of North America. 
Collected in the Great Plains in the 1950s, 
the flickers furthered ornithologists’ 
knowledge of how to distinguish between 
variation within a given species versus 
the development of a species in its own 
right.

The collections provide opportunities 
for graduate and undergraduate research, 
as well. Graduate student Mark Witmer 
documented that changes in the color of 
the cedar waxwing's distinctive yellow 
tail band is influenced by carotenoid pig
ments in the fruits of a favorite food, the 
Japanese honeysuckle. J. Timothy 
Wootton '84 studied the bills of the house 
sparrow over the course of three de
cades. He found that during that time 
competition for food from the immigrant 
house finch literally caused the sparrow’s 
bills to change shape.

More than 14 classes from fields as 
diverse as engineering, landscape archi
tecture, and fine arts rely on the collec
tions as an aid to teaching. And. natu
rally. they are the mainstay of courses 
in vertebrate biology and systemat
ics. where it’s essential to have the 
real thing. Kevin J. McGowan, curato
rial associate of birds and mammals.

The quetzal has been 
revered since Mayan 
times, it nests >n holes 
m trees in cloud-forests 
of Central America

points out that It 
would require 35 
pictures to illus
trate all the differ
ent variations just 
among herring 
gulls. Then 
there's the 
question of 
body mechanics.

“If 1 want to explain 
how the common snipe 
makes its winnowing 
call, students have to 
spread out the tail 
feathers and see how 
some of them narrow 
to produce the sound." 
explains David W. 
Winkler, associate 
professor of ecology 
and systematics. "Then 
we can look at other snipes or humming
birds to see how their calls relate to their 
tail feathers. You can't do that with a 
photo or an image on a CD."

Metro Winter

Common murre eggs vary greatly 
IPhoao by Tim GdlagWI

An online catalog of complete holdings 
m the Ornithological Collection is ovoiloble at 
http://www.bio.cornell.edu/vertcoll.html

http://www.bio.cornell.edu/vertcoll.html


During Kyle's career, a revolution in plan! 
genetics technology has taken place 
She soys. 'When I came as a student, no 
one but the tissue culture person here had 
a lab program The entire crop improve
ment program was run out of the field and 
greenhouse Fifteen years later, we re a 
world leader in crop improvement and 
crop genetics '

M
olly Kyle works at a pace 
you would associate with 
a stock trader riding a bull 
market rather than with a 
geneticist breeding a 

more pungent pepper.
First there was the graduate student 

from Honduras. It was tough to get him to 
leave her office, keen as he is to soak up 
all that Kyle has to offer. Hardly was he 
out the door when the phone rang.

“The plants haven't shown any signs of 
disease yet, but we're still watching them 
carefully," says Kyle, an associate profes
sor of plant breeding and biometry, to 
her longtime mentor, emeritus professor 
Henry Munger, whochecks in frequently 

In the next 45 minutes, the phone will 
ring four more times. Twice, people will 
stick their heads in the door and stand 
there, reluctant to take the hint to go.

But this isn't frenzy. Quite the con
trary. Not one to waste time. Kyle never
theless says, “Doing more faster without

Molly Kyle PhD '88

Kyle Style
She's intense and efficient, but fosters a creative, supportive 
research environment whether she's breeding pumpkins for 
New York farmers or revealing the secrets of how plants work.

thinking carefully about your target is 
not the smartest strategy." No, she has 
thought it all through; the target is within 
her sights. In what Kyle terms the “ex
periment that is my career," she is out to 
show that you can do rigorous scholar
ship in the field of biology and accom
plish the mission-oriented work of the 
land grant tradition.

Although her training at Cornell, 
Swarthmore College, and the Massachu
setts Institute of Technology emphasized 
the pursuit of pure science, Kyle is for
ever on the lookout for ways of linking 
theoretical and practical research. Take 
a recent project in making disease
resistant pumpkins for New York growers.

“Instead of sitting back here on cam
pus, developing my product, and then 
waiting for extension personnel to con
vince farmers to grow it, we got them 
involved from year one," Kyle explains.

She is an old-fashioned classroom teacher who eschews 
the bells and whistles of technology-assisted instruction, 

preferring the Socratic method.

“Farmers were already selecting their 
own beautiful pumpkins and offered to 
share their seeds with us. By working 
together, we ended up generating a much 
better product—a disease-resistant 
pumpkin with all the other characteris
tics growers really value."

Kyle's graduate students benefit from 
the same thoughtful approach. She de
scribes herself as an old-fashioned class
room teacher who eschews the bells and 
whistles of technology-assisted instruc
tion. preferring the Socratic method. In 
addition to communicating a set of facts, 
the course encourages students to de
velop into independent scholars.

“The message you're trying to get 
across is more emphatically communi
cated through personal interactions," 
Kyle explains of the course in advanced 
plant genetics she's designed for gradu
ate students Last year she was awarded 
the college's Young Faculty Teaching Ex
cellence Award.

But making her students into outstand
ing lab scientists isn't enough. She offers 
an apprenticeship designed to enhance 
the career potential of each one. This 
includes not only a firm grounding in the 
principles of research and an emphasis 
on excellence in scholarship, but also 
practice in the skills of the profession

"Part of my job is to make sure my 
students end up with satisfying, chal
lenging careers where they can make a 
difference,” Kyle says. "So in addition to 
tossing them into the lab with a research 
project, I think about the training and 

experience they will need to achieve their 
own career goals."

Writing successful fellowship applica
tions is one of these skills. Kyle’s stu
dents have an impressive track record: 
almost all her students are funded on 
fellowships, including one who was re
cently awarded a prestigious National 
Science Foundation predoctoral fellowship.

Making sensible career decisions is an
other. Kyle encourages students to 
choose scientific work that they find grati
fying. Her parting words in class urge 
them to respect the aspects of decision
making that can't necessarily be ratio
nally justified. She also advises them to

All in the Family
Kyle's inspiration for becoming a plan! 
breeder came from her greatgrandfa
ther and his brothers, well-known Ca
nadian scientists, natural historians, 
and musicians. Three of them were 
plant breeders instrumental m storting 
the first experimental farm in Conodo, 
after a visit to Cornell's experiment 
station in Geneva in the early 1880s 
One, William Saunders, was knighted 
for the development of a short-season 
wheat variety that opened the Cana
dian plains for wheat production 
Another, Percy Saunders, was a world- 
famous peony breeder who was also 
a chemistry professor at Hamilton 
College in Clinton, N Y Kyle remem
bers attending family reunions in 
Clinton, resplendent with blooming 
peonies of every size, shape, and 
color. She dates her fascination with 
the genetic variability of plants from 
that time. The remnants of that collec
tion, together with all the Saunders's 
breeding records, ore now located at 
her home in Lansing, N.Y

witness against an attitude of all work 
and no play.

“I believe long-term professional pro
ductivity and health require balance in 
life," Kyle says. “For years 1 ran pretty 
hard and I still run hard, but 1 have dis
covered that you can’t take life for granted 
and if you don't stay true to what you 
have to offer, you're wasting your time."

Metta Winter

ALS News Wins 
SUNY Award

LS News received a judges’ cita- 
^8tion—the equivalent of second 

place—in the Alumni Magazine/News- 
letters Category of the annual com
petition sponsored by SUNY/CUAD, 
the State University of New York/ 
Council for University Affairs and 
Development. SUNY/CUAD is the 
organization for professionals involv
ed in alumni relations, development, 
media relations and public informa
tion, governmental relations, and 
publications.

Competition was particularly stiff 
this year with 113 entries. The 1997 
SUNY/CUAD Awards for Excellence 
recognize those advancement opera
tions that are creative, dynamic, and 
most important, make effective use 
of available resources. Awards honor 
programs and projects that best met 
their goals, with consideration given 
to those that did so within budgetary 
constraints.

ALS Faculty Awards

Photos by Charter Hornngtoo

Dean Daryl B Lund (left) ond H. 
Dean Sutphin (right), associate 
dean of ocodemic programs, 
present the Edgerton Career 
Teaching Award to animal 
science professor Harold 'Skip' 
Hintz MS '61, PhD '64

Cindy Van Es of the Department 
of Agricultural, Resource, ond 
Managerial Economics receives 
the Professor of Merit Award 
from Dean Daryl Lund and 
H Dean Sutphin

Other faculty/staff awards:

• Brian O. Earle, BS '68, MPS '71. 
communication, won the Donald C 
Burgett Distinguished Advisor Award 
presented by the senior doss.

• Susan McCouch, PhD '90. plant txology, 
won the Young Faculty Teaching Excel
lence Award

• Susan Merkel MS '88 and Marcia Cordis 
PhD '88, microbiology, were cowinners of 
the Innovative Teoching Award

• Michael Thonney. animal science, won 
the National Association of Colleges and 
Teochers of Agriculture Excellence in 
Teaching Award

• Kroig Adler, neurobiology and behavior, 
and Timothy Fohey, nolural resources, 
were cowinners of the SUNY Chancel
lor's Award for Excellence in Teoching

• Jane McGomgal PhD '84. Cornell Coop
erative Extension, won the SUNY Chan
cellor's Award for Excellence in Service

• Katherine Chiang won the SUNY Chancel
lor's Award for Excellence in bbrorronship



IN THE CLASSROOM—ISSUES IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY NATIVE AMERICAN SOVEREIGNTIES

Stolen Lands, 
Effaced Histo

European settlers decimated American Indians
by taking their lands, banishing their religions, and 
breaking treaties. We are still whitewashing the history, 
says Robert Venables,who is trying to set things right.

Â
fter 1664. the New York colonial 

government declared all American Indian 
religions on Long Island illegal. When Indi
ans were granted citizenship 260 years 
later, their freedom to worship should 
have been guaranteed under the Bill of 
Rights. But no. Not until 1934 did the fed
eral government stop its own officials 
from committing blatant acts of religious 
persecution.

1934! Robert W. Venables repeats the 
date, his voice barely above a whisper 
Venables is a senior lecturer in the Ameri
can Indian Program.

Today, outright persecution has been 
replaced by less obvious forms of 
discrimination.

“We give tax breaks to people who con
tribute to Catholic or Methodist missions 
on reservation lands but not to the Long 
House, an Iroquois religion," Venables 
notes. “This means I have to pay extra 
taxes because someone else gets a tax 
break to push Christianity while the gov
ernment does nothing to assist Indian reli
gions to survive."
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"Indians gave up 96 percent of 
their land in exchange for these 
treaties. There are 372 of them. 
Every president right down to 

Clinton has broken one or 
another of them."

—Venables

For three hours on a dozen Wednesday 
nights, Venables—an affable middle-aged 
man with a steady gaze and ready laugh- 
tells stories. Stories that bring to light the 
history of the first peoples to live in the 
Western Hemisphere, whose home was 
once the very ground on which now 
stands the David L Call Alumni Audito
rium where the course meets. The tales 
Venables tells depict conquest so abso

lute that, unlike in Europe and Africa and 
Asia, there will never be a post-colonial 
history of the Americas.

“I point out that in the United Nations 
there are African languages being spoken 
by delegates who represent African reli
gions. there are Asians who speak Asian 
languages who represent Asian religions, 
and there are Europeans who speak lan
guages representing European religions. 
But there is not one American Indian lan
guage spoken by a delegate to the United 
Nations nor one Native American religion 
recognized there, yet the Americas are 
half the world,” Venables says.

The chilling thoroughness with which 
the Indians were vanquished by the Euro
peans (and we. many of us their descen
dents, continue to exploit and manipulate 
the small minority that's left) is the 
overarching idea Venables wants stu
dents to remember 20 years down the line. 
Two other Ideas accompany It: that 95 
percent of history occurred before 1492 
and that there were (and are) many Ameri
can Indian religions and philosophies that 

"There are wonderful speeches in the 1600s where the Indian leaders are 
saying to the whites, ‘Now that you are with us, on our land we are all one 
people and can leant from each other.' Look what happened after that."

—Venables

interpret history before and after tills 
date.

“If you can break through the concept 
that history is only what white people did 
after 1492," he explains, “and if you show 
that there is more to the spiritual Inherit
ance of the Americas than the Judeo- 
Christian traditions, then you can under
stand better where you live right now."

More than 500 students from across the 
university take advantage of the opportu
nity to do just that. Venables teaches two 
survey courses sponsored by the Ameri
can Indian Program. Fall semester, in the 
Introduction to North American Indian 
Studies, he covers precolonial history 
through the Revolutionary War. (The Indi
ans fought on both sides. While 90 percent 
supported the British, the Oneidas, 
Tuscaroras, Stockbridges, and Brother
tons embraced the patriots' cause. They 
saved George Washington's army during 
the battle over New York City and were 
with him at Valley Forge.) in the spring 
Venables continues from the American 
Revolution to the present in his course 
Issues in Twentieth Century Native Ameri
can Sovereignties, organized by topics in
cluding resistance, treaties and laws, eco
nomic development, and religion.

Students describe these courses as a 
wake-up call. “It's so easy to get locked in 
your own self-interest." said Laura 
Manfield. ALS undergraduate. “This class 
helps you realize there's a lot of injustice 
in the world."

Quick to point out that he's “a white 
guy." Venables paints images that stu
dents are unlikely to forget, often falling

*Trall of Tears’ by Jerome Tiger depicts Indians being removed from Oklahoma

into a cadence reminiscent of the great 
preachers of the Black Church like the 
Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. Many are 
what he terms “smash-mouth" lectures, 
giving voice to the anger he feels over what 
the United States has done, and continues 
to do. to Indian people.

• On the Civil War: “How did we win the 
Civil War? We won it in part with arms 
funded by gold and silver stolen from In
dian country, stolen from Indian Colo
rado, Indian New Mexico. Indian Arizona, 
and Indian California. We paid for that war 
with someone else's gold just like the 
Spanish fought their European wars in the 
1500s with gold stolen from the Aztecs and 
Incas."

• On the economic status of Indians 
today: “When conservative students won
der aloud why Indians haven't joined the 
mainstream. I remind them first that the 
land w<-'r<- altllng on right now was taken 
from the Cayugas at less than a penny an 
acre when the going price started at one 
dollar. One dollar! You couldn’t possibly 
expect to ever join the mainstream at that 

kind of exchange rate. You'd never catch 
up.'"

• On revered historical figures: "Did you 
know that Abraham Lincoln was elected in 
1860 on a plank promising to open Indian- 
occupied Oklahoma to white settlement? 
This meant breaking treaties made less 
than 30 years before. In the end, Lincoln's 
government seized or conquered more 
Indian land than any other presidential 
administration in U.S. history."

• On ethnic cleansing: “By federal law 
and with the support of President Andrew 
Jackson, 92 percent of the native popula
tion living east of the Mississippi (except 
in four states) was moved west beyond the 
frontier between 1830 and 1860. Forty per
cent died of malnutrition along the way. 
Remember, we weren't even at war with 
these people; in fact, many had just helped 
us win the War of 1812. This is ethnic 
cleansing 19th-century style."

• On broadcast journalism: “After the 
Oklahoma City bombing, broadcasters de
scribed this event as bringing the loss of 
innocence to the American heartland. 
This is bunk. There are Indians alive today 
in Oklahoma who remember when it was 
Indian country, before it was stolen from 
them in 1907. The very name Oklahoma 
comes from a Choctaw word meaning 
■people who are red.'”

Explaining to students why treaties are 
crucial, he says, “Treaties are like stocks 
and bonds. They’retheonly things Indians 
can hand down to the next generation. If 
you take those away, they have nothing. 
Indians gave up 96 percent of their land in 
exchange for these treaties. There are 372 

of them. Every president right down to 
Clinton has broken one or another of 
them.”

Of all the examples, ancient and mod
ern. that Venables gives, what shocks stu
dents the most are the editorials written 
by L. Frank Baum, editor and publisher of 
The Aberdeen Saturday Pioneer In advo
cating genocide for the Indian people, 
Baum declares in 1891: ‘Having wronged 
them for centuries, we had better, in order 
to protect our civilization, follow it up by 
one more wrong and wipe these untamed 
and untamable creatures from the face of
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HISTORICAL PROOF: Venables holds 
The Six Nations of New York The 1892 
United States Census Bulletin, a document 
that has been crucial in arguing the sover
eignty and legal rights of the Six Nations 
the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, 
Cayugas, Senecas, and Tuscaroras 

the earth." Less than a decade later. 
Baum's children's book The Wizard of Oz 
would become a classic.

When the 50th anniversary was held for 
the film version of the book, no mention 
was made of Baum's earlier writings.

“In this way," he says, “not just history 
but our whole culture is whitewashed. 
And most of us are none the wiser!"

When all is said and done, it is perhaps 
the loss of what American Indian religion, 
culture, and law had to offer the rest of us 
that pains Venables the most.

“1 respect their concept that everything 
is integrated, everything has a purpose, 
everything is spiritual." Venables says. 
Traditional Indian philosophy holds that 
the Creator wouldn't have put whites here 
were it not for some special purpose, so 
the attitude toward t he first settlers was to 
incorporate them.

“There are wonderful speeches in the 
1600s where the Indian leaders are saying 
to the whites. 'Now that youare with us. on 
our land, we are all one people and can 
learn from each other.' Look what hap
pened after that."

Melfa Winter
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ALUMNI NOTES
1920s

Gladys W. Usher '23 ol Homer. N.Y . Ilves al the Elizabeth 
Brewesler House. a retirement home, alter selling her 
mobile home In Florida and her home in Cortland, N Y She 
IS very happy at the retirement home and is In good health 
Gladys was a charter member oftheCornril Women's Club 
ol Cortland. N Y

193Os
William C. Twaddle '39 ol Chateaugay. NY, retired Irom 
a dairy equipment business In 1983 after open heart sur 
gcry He had worked there lor 21 years In the past, he had 
also farmed on the family larm tor 20 years

grows Christmas treesand gives frequent lectures on local 
history Before retiring, he worked as a wildlife biologist 
with the NYS Conservation Department lie also worked 
with the US Department ol Housing and Urban Develop 
ment as a multifamlly appraiser

lorralne J. Matarazzo Farina '41 ol Schenectady, N.Y . Is 
a consultant to the city ol Schenectady

John D. Turret '43 ol Mt. Vernon, ill. grows Christmas 
trees part-time with his wife. Eloise (Human Ecotogy'43) 
He also writes articles tor electric utility publications

Clifford J. Budney *44 ol New Windsor, N.Y . spent 22 
years working with Armor and also taught mentally handi
capped children at Goshen High School tor 22 years before 
retiring.

Constance M. Williams '49ol Horseheads. N Y is a retired 
schoolteacher Irom Coming East High School. Coming. 
NY

1950$
Brin A. Klaael *54 ol 
Syracuse. N Y. 
recently returned 
to New York alter 
43 years In Balti
more. Md., where 
he worked with 
Public Health-Air 
Pollution Control. 
His daughter. 
Laurie. teaches 
Spanish al 
Manllus-Pebble 

olChevyChase.Md .isafreelancelnternatlonalconsultant 
lor the LIN, FAO. and US AID In Africa, the Middle East, and 
Asia

Roy J. Foilman *5S ol Colden. N.Y., recently retired and is 
now working long hours on his small farm

George F. Lamont '57 ol Hamlin. N Y . Is beginning his 40th 
year growing Irult. primarily apples, on his larm. l-amont 
Fruit Farm Inc in Western New York. He Is very active In 
many organizations currently serving u chairman ol the 
board ol the US Apple Association.

Samuel M. Leadley *57 MS'64 PhD'67 ol Pavilion. N Y . Is 
a retired professor ol agriculture economics and rural 
sociology at Penn Stale University He is creator and co 
editor of Calving Ease, a newsletter about calf-raising Is
sues Currently, he Is a herdsman at NoMehurst Farms In 
lunwood, N.Y

William L Brown, Jr., professor emeritus 
of entomology. well known for his research into 
the ant world died Match 30, 1997. He was

Brown came Io Cornell in 1960 and be
came on emeritus pfolessor in 1991. last year, 
the research of entomologists Brown and c 0 
Wilson of Harvard was chronicled in the book 
The Earth Dwellers

Reeshon Feuer PhD '56, professor emeri
tus of soil science and agronomy, died March 
29 1997. at oae 80

In addition Io being a professor, he hod on 
extensive career in agricultural consulting Feuer 
worked for the U.S.D.A. Bureau of Soils and 
Conservation Services and served as a rice 
production lechnlogist for the International Rice 
Research Institute

Richard Guest, emenlus professor d agri- 
cuburol and biological engineering, died Feb
ruary 24. 1997 He was 64

Guest had a 33-year career at Cornell His 
major areas of reseorch were livestock produc-

editing

joying her career 
scientific and

1970s

1960s
James L. Gugino 
*62 ol Fredonia, 
N Y . Is a sales and 
marketing man- 

wllh Al. 
Specially 
Corp He 

and
operates a fam

ily greenhouse 
business, and en
joys visiting his 
grandchildren 
and playing gull

Susan J Atlas 64 ol 
Baltimore, Md .. Is en

treelance scientific writer doing 
writing In addition to freelance

Stanley P. Hoskins 
*70 of Auburn, N Y 
Is a partner with 
his brother, l-ynn 
*75. In Hoskins 
Farm, a 1000-acre 
cash crop farm He 
and his wife. Mar
garet. have two 
children, Jason 
and Jolene

Irving P. McPhail 
*70 of St Louis, Mo , 
was appointed presi
dent ol St louis Com
munity College at 
Florissant Valley In Feb
ruary 1995 He was also appointed to the American Assie 
elation ol Community Colleges Research Commission In 
1996 He remains Involved with Cornell by helping with the 
St. Louis Phone-A-Thon

D. Wayne Brewer *71 ol Schenectady, N.Y,, has been 
named director ol the Department ol Environmental Con
servation (DEC) Division of Law He will oversee the DEC'S 
274 environmental conservation officers and 35 environ
mental conservation Investigators who are responsible for 
overseeing compliance with New York's environmental 
and fish and wildlife laws He Is a 24-year veteran ol 
environmental law enforcement at theStateDepartment ol 
Environmental Conservation

Glen C. Mueller *72 of Stanford. Calif. Is chief Information 
officer at Stanford University, working with Information 
technologies He and his wile. Loretta, have two children. 
Gretchen and Eric

Jeffrey P. Bishop '74 of Syracuse. N. Y , ujierates a one-man 
business. Bishop Landscaping and Nursery Sales, and a 
dump-trucking business He has adaughler. Jaclyn. who Is 
a senior In high school

Steven J Goldstein T4ol Searingtown, N Y . Is a physician 
In pediatric practice with offices In Brooklyn and Queens. 
N.Y. He and his wife, Nancy, have three children

Kenneth llotiwaid "74 ol t-odl, N Y . and his family have 
owned Glenwood Pines Restaurant In Ithaca tor 17 years 
He has three stepdaughters and three grandsons

Gall S. Manhall 74 ol Swan latke. N Y . Is a senior sanitar
ian with the NYS Department ol Health She recently re
ceived greetings Irom tier college roommate. Mary Dunlay 
75. who works for Merck In Pennsylvania

Sayre M. Fulkerson 75 ol Dundee. N Y , owns and operates 
Fulkerson Winery In Dundee. N.Y He enjoys skiing and 
sailing

Wilfred E. Drew '76 of Morrisville, NY. lias been elected 
first vlce-presldent/presldenl elect ol the SUNY IJbrartes 
Association, the professional organization lor librarians 
and staff at all SUNY campuses

Michael J. Wilson 76 of Canandaigua. N.Y. is owner/ 
manager of lakeland Sales Inc . one of the largest John 
Deere dealerships In the Northeast He and his wife. Janet, 
have three children: Courtney. Brent, and Adam.

Rodion O Iwanczuk Jr. 79 ol Tallahassee, Fla., is attend
ing Florida State University where he Is pursulnga  master 's 
degree In urban and regional planning

Faculty Obituaries 
lion systems and mechanical fruit harvesting 
He was one of the early leaders in the proper 
handling, utilization, and disposal of wastes 
from dairy and other animal production systems

Robert C. Lamb, an emeritus professor in 
the Deportment of Horticultural Sciences al the 
Geneva Experiment Station, died March 31, 
1997 He was 77

lamb’s legacy of breeding disease-resistant 
varieties  of apples, cold-hardy apricots, peach
es, and pears has benefited tne New York fruit 
industry and consumers.

John George Matthysse PhD '43, 
Eofessor emeritus of entomology well known 

r his reseorch on controlling pests ol livestock, 
died Nov 8, 1996 He was 78

His earlier studies were on insects affecting 
woody ornamentals, but by the 1950s 
Matthysse hod turned his interest toward live 
slock. His studies earned him not only around 
New York, but around the world

1980s
Mary Bullion 
Virgil 80 ol 
Voorheesville.
N Y . and her 
husband, 
Timothy 
Virgil, enjoy 
sports with 
their three 
children: 
Sarah. Katie, 
and Kevin

Donald A. Neel '81
ol Woodstock. Conn., 
and his wile. Laura, 
have two children. Riley and 
Haley He enjoys community theater, windsurfing, hunting, 
and organic gardening

Peter M. Orecld '8i ol Wynantskill. N Y . Is v>< e-presldenl 
credit and collateral reviewer with Aral Pioneer harm 
Credit. ACA. In Greenwich. N Y He and his wtfe. Mary Jane 
are the |>arents ol three children Michael, Nicholas, and 
Patrick

Lynn Levy Senderoff '82 ol Meriden. Conn recently gave 
birth to her secund son, Stephen Joshua He joins a brother. 
Nathaniel

John W Bartlett '87 of Nantucket, Mass Is larm manager 
tor Ocean View Farm He married Rebecca M. Church 
Bartlett '88

Debra A. Pollack '87 of Newtown. Conn.. Is a neurologist/ 
sleep slice lalut at the Neurology and Sleep Medicine Asso
ciation She and her husband, Daniel Ellblllman. have two 
daughters. Joanna and Caroline

Christopher 0. Holmes '88 of Monterey ( allI. expected to 
complete his master's degree In applied physics In June. 
1997. Irom the Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey He 
remains Involved with Cornell by interviewing prospective 
students In the Monterey area

Fernando Diaz PhD '89 ol King Ferry. N Y . Is a finance 
professor at Syracuse University and a visiting finance 
professor at the Johnson School ol Management He also 
founded and serves as president of MSF. Financial Markets, 
a research and money management firm

1990s
Michele Oransky-Ar 
royo '90 of Brooklyn. 
4.Y. Is a guidance 
ounselor/lntemshlp 

developer lor a newly 
develojied program al 
Eastern District Sr 

Academy

Catherine G. Schenk 
Yglealas '90 ol Storrs. 
Conn .Is an epidemiolo
gist with Connecticut's 

I Department ol Public 
’ Health She recently 

completed 11 months 
ol work on clinical outcomes research tor Saint Francis 
Hospital. Hartford. Conn , and is currently working tor a 
collaborative project on early detect kxi ol breast and cervl 
cal cancer

Daniel I. Steward '90 of Kennedy. N Y . married Osiris Davies 
in September 1996 He has been working as a consultant 
with the WNY Crop Management Association since 1991

Kathleen M. Chard '91 ol Fallport, N.Y . Is a senior accoun
tant with Flightline Electra In Fishers. N Y She and Richard 
Roeser plan to marry In September 1997

Perry W. Denton '91 ol Oakfield, N.Y , Is an agricultural 
products salesperson with Agway Inc out of his home In 
Oakfield He specializes in row crop. Irult. and vegetable 
supplies tor Niagara. Orleans, and Genesee counties He Is 
an ARCPACSCertllled Crop Advisor

Diane Solowsky Watson '91 ol Stevenson Ranch. Call!, Is 
an associate with HoullJian Lokey Howard and Zukln. She 
married Vance Watson In September 1996

Michelle Courtney Berry MPS'92ol Binghamton. N Y . Is a 
community advocate and president ol Courtney Consult- 
ing In 1995 she was an opening poet for Maya Angelou and 
was named Broome County Woman ol Achievement

James C. Moyer PhD '42, piolessor 
emeritus of chemistry in the Department ol Food 
Science ond Technology ol the Geneva Experi
ment Station, died Dec 12,1996 He was 82

Moyei, on expert in the engineering aspects ! 
of food processing, had a distinguished career 
at Come# from 1938 to 1982, when he retired.

S. Reuben Shop ley '28, professor emeri
tus of personnel administration, died March 
12, 1997, at age 90

He was appointed associate professor of i 
extension service and assistant stale leader I 
of agricultural agents in 1943 Shapely was ' 
promoted to full professor in 1945, and named ; 
professor d form practice He retired in 1972 I

Adrian M. Srb, piolessor emenlus ol genet 
ics, died May 24, 1997. at age 80

Srb specialized in developmental genetics 
ond is credited with leoding the movement in 
the 1960s to affiliate Cornell's life sciences 
faculty with the then-new Division of Biological 
Sciences

Rrbe« . J Cleveland Franklin '92 ol Odessa. N Y work. 
„ a medical technician In lhe bacteriology .action ol the 
Diagnostic Laboratory al Cornell She and Robert F'"iWln 
haw been married lor two years Reliccra also volunteer, 
with the Odessa Fire Department
Paul R. I.Hommedleu '92 ol Richfield Spring. N Y . is a 
partner with his |>areiits on a -KXFacre vegetable larm He 
also owns his own trucking business
Kathryn A. Lanclonl '92 ol New York. N Y received her MS 
ItomTtolumbla University School ol Journalism In 1394, 
S|>eclallzlng In high-tech public relations She Is a supervi
sor with Edelman Public Relations
Michelle Witt Rice '92 ol Cassadaga. N Y , Is pursuing a 
rnasler s tlegree In biology at SUNY Fredonia She I, certF 
lied Io leach secondary education-science
KlrnC Martucd'93 of Buffalo. N Y , Is a meteorologist with 
WGRZTV-2 In Buffalo Kimenjoys rowingcrew and running 
in addition Io being Involved with extending career oppor
tunities tor Corneil meteorology students
Alexander J Ortiz '93 ol Brooklyn. N.Y. has been an ESSJErithJ P Morgan .Ince 1995 His twin brother. 
C hrtatopher '93. Is working with J P Morgan to London 

Kimberly Powell Sendelbach '93 ol Wanplngers Falls 
N Y recently moved hack to New York Irom California 
with her husband. Matthew (Arts '93) They trnjoyiremod 
rllngand landscaping aroundtheir newly purchased home 
Kimberly works as a manager with Enterprise while Mat
thew Is an engineer with IBM
Andrea Sultana '93 ol Las Cruces. N M . Is pursuing an MS 
degree at New Mexico Stale University In Integrated pest 
management
Amy R. Zarrin '93 ol St Louis. Mo, Is a MD/PhD student to 
neuroscience at Washington University Medical School

Sue A. Bookhoul '94 ol Aspen, Colo. began a job as a 
naturalist al the AspenCertler lor Environmental Studies In 
June 1996 Previously .he worked as a research assistant 
al the Institute ol Ecosystem Studies to Millbrook, N.Y

Lance S. Caster '94 ol Maywood. N J . has been working 
with Toys “R" Us since graduation He is now to lhe Inter
national Operations Division where he assists the foreign 
markets with labor control and operational efficiencies

Zachary P. Cohen '94 ol New York City Is a software 
developer and mortgage analyst with Blixnnberg L P He 
enjoys Investing, playing baseball, running, and traveling

Monica S. Flores '94 ol San Diego. Calif. Is a multimedia 
specialist with Opus Technologies where she produces 
braille software to addition, she Is training to ride tn AIDS 
Ride 4. a 525-mlle trip Irom San Francisco to Los Angeles to 
raise funds for AIDS patients.
Joseph F. Napolitano '94 ol Setauket. N.Y recently lln 
tshed his master s degree in entomology at Clemson Uni
versity He Is working for a biomedical materials company

Daniel G. Pelzer '94 ol Edgewater. N J , Is a sjteclal agent 
with Prudential Preferred Financial Service in Uniondale. 
N.Y He enjoys working with other Cornell alumni.

Jason A. Str aka BS 94 MPS‘95 ol Columbus. Ohio, Is a golf 
course architect with Hurdzan Golf Course Design, Inc He 
Is married to Heartier Sytsma Str aka (ILK ‘95)
Joy A. Baldwin '9S ol Charlotte. N.C. Is a research lab 
technician with Dr Richard While (HZ) at the Carolinas 
Medical Center She assists Dr White with Immunotherapy 
research focusing on melanoma, renal cell cancer, and 
dendritic cells
Sara S. Barbee 95 ol Quincy. Mass . is a held account 
manager with Nestle USA She is enjoying managing three 
desks at Slop and Shop Supermarkets where she sells 
morsels, candy, and nutritional products

James A. Boglloll '95 ol Centereach. N.Y . Is a second-year 
law student at Holstra University.

Becky A. Eichler ‘95 of Hamburg, N.Y . Is assistant branch 
manager with MAI Bank In Cheektawaga, N Y She has a 
new black Labrador puppy, named Ruloff

Nathan C. Merrill 95 ol Stralham. N H.. Is farming with his 
parents on Stuart Farm Before returning to the farm, he 
worked with Farm Credit ACA. He and his wife. Judy, have 
one child.

Yu-Wen W. Ma '95 ol Newark. Del. Is pursulnga master's 
degree tn lood science and technology al the University ol 
California-Davis

David Pierce '95 of Delmar. N Y . Is a law student at 
University ol Southern California Law School.

Joshua Pierce '95 ol Delmar. N.Y.. Is a medical student at 
Yale Medical School

Rebekah A. Turner Sayera'95 ol Dallas. Texas. Is a market
ing analyst with First USA Federal Savings Bank She mar 
tied Craig Sayers (Hotel '95) to August. 1996

Matthew D. Thomas '95 of Hammond. N Y„ is a consultant 
with the Northern NY Crop Management Association In St 
Lawrence County.

Gregory J. Man-tl '96 ol Baldwin. N Y . Is a landscape 
dcsigner/draltsman with The Laurel Group In Huntington 
N.Y He Is enjoying the opportunities available to the 
landscape field

Alumni Notes Correction
Michael D. Msmti 94 is a banker tor the Bank ol California 
not the Bank o( Colorado, as was incorrectly reported in 
the last Issue of ALS Ntun

The drawings of T-shirts for eoch decade 
are by Ithaca artist Jim Houghton
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New ALS Alumni Association 
President Named
Michael Barrett '71 of 
Missesaga, Ontario, Cana
da, was elected president of 
be AIS Alumni Association 
at the annual meeting on 
June? Barrett has served as 
director of District 23, repre
senting alumni who live in 
Canada, and has been on 
rhe association's board of 
directors He hasabo served 
as chair cf the Planning Com
mittee which is developing 
the association's next five 
year strategic plan, and as director of the Campus Events 
CommSee Barre* <$ director of public affairs far Moan 
Corporation limited in Toronto

she is also taking courses in 
rare for a career in og

New Student 
Director
Harriet Pimm '99 of Rock 
Tavern, NY, was elected 
student director on the AIS 
Alumni Association’s board 
of directors at the 
association's annual meet
ing on June 7 She replaces 
Julie Berry '97. At Cornell, 
Pimm has been chair of 
Cornell Collegiate 4-H and 
Cornell Dairy Science 
Club, a volunteer for 
Tompkins County 4-H, and 
a teaching assistant for the 
course Animal Genetics 
A communications ma|Or. 
animal science to pre 
communications

Senior 
Service 
Award

JohnM Clark '80, AIS Alumni Association president (left)and 
Dean Daryl B Lund (nahl) present Michael A Mischno’97of 
Nesconset, N.Y., with the AIS Alumni Association's Senior 
Service Award Mischna served as chair of the ALS Am 
bassodors, chancellor of Alpha Zeta Fraternity, o member cf 
the student organizing committee cf ALS SONet (Student 
Organization Network), student representative on the ALS 
Executive Program Review Board, and codevefoper of the 
ALS Alumni Association's Web page
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Nearly 100 Alumni Recognized for Planned Gifts to the College

O
n April 18. nearly 100 alumni and friends who have 
made or are considering making planned gifts to t he 
college attended a luncheon in the Biotech Building 
As Dean Daryl Lund told the attendees, "Gifts from alumni 
are essential to maintaining the college's eminence" Elwyn 

Voss '64, emcee for the luncheon and Planned Gift Commit
tee chairperson, pointed out that planned gifts of all sizes 
and arrangements enable the college to address a wide 
variety of new and continuing needs. Based on the number of 
planned gifts, it is clear that many committed people care a 
great deal about the future of the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences—the students, the faculty, the curriculum, and 
the facilities.

During the luncheon, speaker Kenneth Wing '58 gave an 
overview of the types of planned gifts and highlighted two 
gift examples. The first was a Charitable Gift Annuity from 
Edwin Dietz ‘27 that will provide financial aid for students In 
floriculture and ornamental horticulture. The second ex
ample was of a Pooled Life Income Fund established by 
Emeritus Professor Clifton Loomis ’37, also directed toward 
scholarship assistance. Graduate student Peter Podaras and 
undergraduate Matthew Greene testified that tuition assis
tance not only eases the financial burden upon graduation, 
it makes an ALS education possible for some students who 
couldn't afford one otherwise.

A special thank you goes to Jean Rowley 54 and other 
volunteers on the Planned Giving Committee who pitched in: 
Doug Brodie '55. Bob Smith ’42, Don Bay '55. Jim Hoy '60. Bob 
Ranger '59. and John Whittleton '68. They ensured that the 
event ran smoothly In addition to making continuing efforts 
to Inform alumni about the Importance of estate planning 
and the considerations of charitable giving.

If you are interested in more Information about planned 
gifts, please contact Tracy Keller Wiles ‘88. associate direc
tor for planned giving, at 607-255-7833.
I----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ]

I ALS Planned Giving Information
|
. □ I am Interested In including the College of Agricul- . 

ture and Life Sciences in my will or estate plans. 
Please send me information.

| □ I have included the College of Agriculture and Life j 

Sciences in my will or estate plans
] Please return this to Tracy Keller Wiles '88. Associ-

I ate Director for Planned Giving, 270 Roberts Hall, 
| Ithaca. NY 14853. You may also call 607-255-7833 
| or e-mail: TLW60cornell.edu

I_________________________________________________________I

Doon Doryi lund fright) welcomes John '49 ond Clara llcyd '49 
os they orrive for lhe Planned Giving Recognition luncheon
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'97-'98
ALS ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION 
LEADERSHIP

Al Commencement, Craig Gfeller '98 ond Harriet 
Pimm '99, student directors for the AIS Alumni Associ
ation. sign up AIS groduate Sieve Smith '97, an 
animal science major from Cobleskill. N Y . for his 
complimentary twoyeor membei 
looks on

(f'cenic ffrinis of ffomell & fflbaca
A Fferfect Gift
The college s alumni association is offering l0‘ x 13" and 
15" x 17’ color reproductions ol four oil paintings by 
Victor R Stephen, professor emeritus of communication. 
Alumni and faculty members chose these scenes, which 
represent the four seasons, as the most memorable of 
campus and the Ithaca countryside Send the following

10~xl3" 15‘xlF
Taughannock Falls Winter Morning 

Libe Slope Spring Evenings 

Beebe Lake Bridge Summer Night 

Cascadilla Gorge Fall Afternoon

________prints at $10 each 

________ prints at $10 each. 

________prints_at $10 each. 

_______ prints at $10 each.

pnnts at $20 each 

prints at $20 each 

prints at $20 each 

pnnts at $20 each

The Four Season Set: ------------ all prints lor $35 ------------ afl pnnts for $70.

Alumni Assn members, $30 (10’ x 13") or $60 (15’ x 17") a set My membership expires:__________

Please add $5 lor deliwry outside continental tinned States Enclose check or money order payable Io 
ALS Alumni Association

Mail Io ALS Alumni Association. 265 Roberts Hall. Cornell University. Itliaca. NY 14853

Address________________________________________________________________________________________

City —-- ----------------------------------------- ---Stale/Countiy_______________________ Zip_______________________

Tliis is a gift order Please mail lo above individual and enclose a card reading_________________________

ALS NEWS
AgnaAse 4 U» Scams hfow is publuhod ihree hmm 
° y8?1 ** **, t-°l,09* ond lite Sciences
astote^ssuKidcolegeaiCoineEUnNwpiy Uhoco. N Y 
Cornel Unnenny u «, equal opportxui, aHumahw 
oc»on educou and employ

Dean
fhr^B tend

Associate Dean 
BoonF Choba

Acting Asiiitant Peon For Alumni AFfoirs 
ond Development 
JchnC Swtmg 59

Executive Editor
Richoid A Church'64 

|Oie<» oi Alum Afoul

Editor
f lirobod t Source 73

Designer
Dmnu F

Writer
Metot Water

Production Coordinator 
ftwnaS Vanhne

Contributing Writer
Mie PoSen

Editorial Assistant
Jeaw Aslor

JervAr Amwueod DS.'S^cHmUne 97

Gag GUIsi 98

Mb hart lianrtt 
!4(«)fXxke Rr»ad
SuRel7M
Me.,^u«.i. I Ailarlo. I 
ia o i
ear,i i .-i-.ih 
(tlAOaM77S)O
llrsl Vk. Fiesldewl 
Nallun Urrrodern *M 
WO Min Rd 
i laspurt NV 14067 
mSmaow 
(7ltV«»26SI)O
SeceoS vice FruslS.el 
Hand k r«i« 65
KK K. Bos443 
CBnlon Comm NY I2SI4 
|VI4/W*77O6> II 
ftl4^77®ZJ«a 106)0

Mbrs 63
I3IBBm<n»w5 Dr 
<rfemftrtd,IN 46140

SI7/4C2R7XSJH
17/2774324)0

Truaaurar
GeoBray C Yates 77 
37 Lake Rate Dnw 
diazy.NY I2Y2I 
(51W9S6257)H 
(5IX*467XWX>

JohnM (lark «O
324 P«4h Miller Road
M-dowKNY 13407 
(31541668576*1
(TWO.6670793. ext 52*)
SSumJib' Lai'T
(Mreclor. Cooper attw Lxicrtskm
ZTBRotamHal
Rhaca.NY I4S53 
(607/255237*)
Lr/lomM

I Woodside < in k 
Hartford. CT 06105 
(860/232-4992*1

BS7RPhD«2
Department t* Plant Breeding
524 Ikadtttd Hal
(W7/255I654)
MudeMOtedun
(rug (defer5* 
liamrt Plnun 99
Graduate Mudaait Director 
Dak Porter %
DISTRICT DiRlCTOUS
District 1.Nmmb.IdMi

Donna W Moramam>77
6 Owrrywuod Road 
IxxxMlVaAey NY IIMO24U 
(516^76-10^*4
(516,4540900*)
Outrtcl 1. Kists, Queues. 
■Khesena C.H.i 
Andrew M Gcdeet X9 
35 W Flat St «IOB
New York NY 10024 
(212/1474-3117)H 
(Sl4Z23l-ld57)o
DHtrtrt » Bronx Naw Yarfc

Onar Knudsen ■ 51 
22OEaatS4thS( Ajk 2N 
New York NY 10)22 
(212/317/16S81H 
(212/916/7923)1)
Dtetrict WMtabMte*. 
----------- ICmmBm
Mari I. Uikon '79
27 Law Road
HrtarvM Manor NY 10510

SIV762-2943)H
I47«24M3K>>

Otetrttf S MRvm. Orang. 
Ulster Countiei 
I vV-r Elxrt k 1*
PO Box 447 
Monroe. NV itefc) 
(9I4774®86)H
Mattel 4 : Catetete.

District IS: Oswa<o.
Onondaga Stowca. Cayuga
Counts.
A Edward Staetrr W1
KD»I Bm77S
Cayuga NY I3OS67S7 
(3iWS73»H 
(iisenasano

Dhtrtd 14 htonroa. Wayn*.
Ontario Counttet 
rheorkrel MuOen 55

Kinta M...4
Phdp* NY I4S32 
(315^48-2544*4
District 11; fM. »<huyMr- 
Chrmung Counti«
James C Preston *50 
5455 Pead. <•». hard P<-nt
Hfdor.NY 14*41
(607,5462167*1
District la AJtegaay Mouben
Count**
DuriandWeaJe 44 
((IcvvtendDr
AiMkvm NY 14*»l 
(607/BM179JH
District !• Oriaan*. Gaweaaa.
Wyomtat LMngalon C«mi 
Raiymond 1jnrnwwm M 
2166 Kendall Rd
Kendall. NY 14476 
(71Mfi<MM67*l
D»trt<t 20 Niagara. I Hr

Nathan lk-rvndeen 64
NMJMdlR.1
(teportNY 14017llasport NY ISOS7
rnZnMMni 
(716/433-2651)0
Matta 31: Chautauqua and 
Cartaragut Cwattn
RnbrrtTTjooc 62
340 Chestnut Street 
Fredonia NY 140634652

i. r .,H
(7I&1S72-6Z34K)
Dfatrtct 22: Naw Kngtawd 
Pai rk m A CharterWO "56 
75Wa*hingUw> Aw
Needham. MA 02192 
(617/4443827*4
Diatrtct 23: Canada 
Kimberley M TKMnpwo W 
851 ureal Road
Camtxtte. Ontario NIS 3B6
Cteiada 
(519/740-1385) H
(519^6^1424)0
Dtatrtdia Mid Ml*aaic/
Souths.t aagton

1 Tomato Mortnaga »®
I 4515 Willard Ave. S *1615 
! aitvyChaaeMD MMS 
I ran to; xm».)H

Dtetrid ItMidweaVCaM

/ Ju3!thR(<n51
I IMI Wlhbuie Aw 
i Encinitas. CA 92024

MMHUMI 
(619/45M029X)

Alan R Kmght 77
'• Targ.nl> RJ
Candur. NY 13743 
(607^595275)
STATl COORDINATORS/ARLA 
CART AMS

State Coordinator 
Allan B Stmaru'64 
9712 Shllot i S( 
Tucson. V. R574A

Wmun.l.ltodre-57
Route >2. Bos 218 
Canton. NY 13617 
015,386*44781

H-u—.sua^c

iKUe Falls, NY I336S 
(31S/8ZM244)

1 * Cf^SMu. Quota.
D*UWW. f suwttsa
PMrtckT RyanTH 
?MCo Rd fc
Oxford. NY 13830

Whlltlcton’ffl
SOB Nye Road. W)f3 

NY 13045 
(B07/7»72l9)H 
OISH7bl«|)O

SmeCoorOnMor 
JeneLonOeyCook 0

| 1 Woodside Orde
HartlunECT KI0S 
(20MB2499Z)H
riorlda
CaMrelHerMe
Ares CarKain
Donald I. Rolaison. Sr 41 
IZSCaroeHa Trail 
laestxoeH. 34748
W787 J644)H
HortboruHori*.
AiraCaixaH!
RandaVB Brown*8 
3423NW7Uin*ce 
CnincMik. n. 32S07 
(904/37S«3aZ)H

Targ.nl


Agriculture and Life Sciences News/August 1997
11

Outstanding Alumni Award Recipients for 1997
Walkley's volunteer and service activities 

are Impressive also. He devotes a large amount 
of time yearly to Habitat for Humanity and the 
United Church of Christ's Homeland Minis
tries. whose Human Services Department 
named him and his wife. Pat, “Volunteers of 
the Year." For Cornell, he has served on vari
ous advisory committees, as a trustee, and as 
an active Alumni Association member

Peter G. Ten Eyck. II '60:
Peter Ten Eyck is the presi
dent of Indian Ladder 
Farms. Inc., an orchard, ci
der mill, and retail farm 
market located outside of 
Voorheesville, N.Y.. where 
he grows 31 varieties of 
apples. Ten Eyck’s leader
ship extends beyond the

farm market walls toconcerns that affect New 
York farmers As former president of the New 
York State Horticultural Society and director 
of the NYS Agricultural Society, he has worked 
on issues such as agricultural assessment, 
pesticide notification legislation, and recently, 
state funding of agriculture. Serving as direc
tor of KeyCorp and former chairman of the 
Small Business Council of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York, he has been involved with 
agricultural credit availability

His list of leadership responsibilities ex
tends to Cornell: he has been president of the 
Cornell Club of the Capital District, chair of 
the ALS Advisory Council, and a Cornell 
trustee.

Ten Eyck's dedication to the local commu
nity is well known, and each fall hundreds of 
school-aged children flock to his farm (or 
tours and, of course, fresh apples.

Susan E.Offutt MS '80, PhD 
'82: Susan Offutt Is the ad
ministrator of the Eco
nomic Research Service 
(ERS) for the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, where 
she plays a key role in iden
tifying and evaluating is
sues t hat affect agric u It ural 
policy at the national level.

ERS constitutes the largest group of agricul
tural economists In the world Offutt Is the 
first woman to hold the administrator's job.

Prior to heading ERS. Offutt was the execu
tive director of the Board on Agriculture of 
the National Resource Council/Natlonal Acad
emy of Sciences. There, she oversaw the con
duct of several studies advising the federal 
government on agricultural science. Includ
ing the board's report on the future of the land
grant university system. Before that, she was 
the chief of the agriculture branch for the 
Office of Management and Budget In the Ex
ecutive Office of the U.S. President.

Young Alumni Achievement Award 1997
James J. Bittner *80: Since 
graduating 17 years ago. 
James Bittner has been in
volved in a wide array of 
agricultural activities. Be
ginning in dairy farming, 
he moved into fruit (arm
ing full time by 1991. He 
demonstrated a willing
ness to take risks and had

Offutt maintains her long-standing relation
ship with the college's Department of Agricul
tural. Resource, and Managerial Economics 
by participating In seminars and setting up 
Cornell gatherings in the capital district When 
she was a student at Cornell, she studied the 
presence of women in the economics field 
and helped found the Committee on Women 
In Agricultural Economics, still a thriving in
stitution today

David J. Nolan'49, MS'51: 
David Nolan has been a 
leader In the financial in
dustry In New York State 
since 1951 when he started 
with the National Bank and 
Trust Company of Nor
wich. Under his leadership, 
the bank grew into the top 
agricultural lending bank

in the Northeast, loiter he worked in Syracuse 
with Telemark (an Agway subsidiary) where 
he assisted with start-up and development of 
the company. From 1973 to 1977 he was state 
director for the Farmers Home Administra
tion. which was undergoing reorganization 
and revitalization. Many within FmHAconsid
ered Nolan to be the most successful state 
director in the administration's history. From 
there he went on to join the ranks of the 
Central National Bank of Canajoharie as the 
chairman, president, and CEO. a position from 
which he recently retired.

Cornell has benefited from his exceptional 
leadership. He has served on the ALS Advi
sory Committee and the Cornell Council, 
worked with the Cornell Campaign and the 
Alpha Zeta Charitable Trust, and has been 
vice chair of the ALS Planned Giving 
Committee.

In recent years he has provided advice and 
guidance to the businesses and governments 
ol Indonesia and Guatemala through his ef
forts with the International Executives Ser
vice Corps. He remains active with the Service 
Corps of Retired Executives and is currently 
director of the Federal Agricultural Mortgage 
Corporation.

John S. Niederhauser '39, 
PhD '43: John Nieder- 
hauser has made signifi
cant contributions to in
ternational agriculture for 
50 years. Working through 
the Rockefeller Founda
tion, the International Po
tato Center, and the Re
gional Cooperative Potato

Program, he participated in national food pro
duction programs in 48 countries. His work 
with potatoes resulted In growth in Improve
ment and productivity in developing coun
tries, whose share of world production Jumped 
Irom 3 percent in 1950 to 30 percent In 1990.

In recent years. Niederhauser has coordi
nated efforts in many countries to control the 
devastating Impact of late blight, the disease 
of potatoes that led to the Irish Potato Famine 
of the 19th century. His tireless work earned 
him the World Food Prize In 1990. which Is the 
equivalent of a Nobel Prize In agriculture.

Several Institutions In particular have ben
efited from Nlcderhauser's experience and 
expertise At Cornell, he is a consultant to the 
Cornell-Eastern Europe-Mexico Program In 
Mexico, he serves as president of Fondo Terra 
(a foundation to promote International agri
cultural cooperation). And at the University 
of Arizona, he is an adjunct professor in plant 
pathology. Niederhauser also Is the founder 
and a promoter of Little League Baseball in 
Mexico and Latin America!

Frank A. Walkley '43: 
Frank Walkley retired In 
1988 after 28 years of pub
lic service to New York 
State agriculture, Including 
service as a state assem
blyman. commissioner of 
the state Department of Ag
riculture and Markets, as
sistant secretary of the NYS

Soil and Water Committee, and state execu
tive director of the Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service. While he was com

enthusiasm and energy that others found in
fectious. In 1991 Bittner was the Initiator of a 
group of seven farmers who wanted to im
prove their cherry marketing He led the ef
fort to establish the Western New York Cherry 
Producers Cooperative, which continues to
day as the only local cherry marketing facility. 
He also grows unusual apple varieties, which 
he reports on to the Geneva Experiment Sta
tion. and has one of the largest sweet cherry 
research orchards on dwarf trees in the east
ern United States. Recently, he has made part 
of his orchards "certified organic."

Bittner's efforts have reached beyond the 
farm and orchard. He served on Congressman 
John LaFalce's Agrlculture/Labor Advisory 
Committee, has been the president of the 
Niagara County Farm Bureau, and works with 
4-H as a livestock leader and tractor safety 
Instructor.

His operation was designated "Conserva
tion Farm of the Year" In 1991 by the Niagara 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. 
And he was named the "Outstanding Young 
Farmer" by the New York Jaycees in 1996.

the dramatic and humorous. Aplin won many 
teaching awards including the Al-S Professor 
of Merit Award In 1976, Chancellor s Award 
for Excellence in Teaching from SUNY In 1978. 
the Distinguished Teaching Award from the 
American Agricultural Economics Association 
in 1982, the Edgerton Teaching Award in 1991, 
and was named a Stephen H Weiss Presiden
tial Fellow In 1993

Aplin's exceptional teaching skills enabled 
students to grasp tough concepts through 
unusual case studies and examples. He served 
as a mentor for young faculty members who 
honed their own teaching skills through close 
observation of his style and example. His 
extension and research activities included 
working on dairy marketing and policy For 
the past two years, he has served as faculty 
d I rector on t he ALS Alumni Association board 
of directors.

Aplin met peers, staff, and students alike 
with positive regard and an unflinching en
thusiasm for the learning project. As one of 
his colleagues commented. “I can honestly 
say that Dick Aplin is the best undergraduate 
teacher I have ever known."

Walter Ronald Butler. Pro
fessor Ron Butler has 
served Cornell for more 
than 20 years in the De
partment of Animal Sci
ence. He has been both a 
teacher and researcher 
and is responsible for some 
of the most Important and 
foundational classes in the

department. He Is known for his exceptional 
attention to and interest in the lives of his

missioner, the Department of Ag. and Markets 
assumed responsibility for the Inspection of 
milk production and of dairy product pro
cessing and handling from the cow to the 
retail store. During that same time, the unit 
pricing bill was passed and rules were estab
lished that directly assisted consumers. When 
he was an assemblyman, he was instrumentai 
in obtaining funding for the construction of 
Bradfield and Emerson Hails on the Cornell

Alumni Award for Faculty/Staff 1997

campus.

Richard D. Aplin MS '52, 
PhD '59: Professor Rich
ard “Doc" Aplin was com
mitted to teaching, re
search. and extension In 
the Department of Agricul
tural. Resource, and Mana
gerial Economics for more 
than 38 years. An innova
tive teacher with a flair for

students, and he is able to awaken interest in 
the subject and inspire further research. He 
plays a key role in the department as chair of 
the Animal Science Curriculum Committee

Butler's expertise is in endocrinology: his 
research focuses on endocrine control of im
portant factors in growth and lactation of 
cattle, sheep, and swine His depth ol knowl
edge has made him a welcome speaker at 
n umerous places and events around the world 
Yet he remains committed to local service as 
well; he is the faculty advisor for Alpha Zeta 
and president of Dryden Sertoma. where he 
recently won both the Club and District 
Sertoman of the Year Award.

Butler continues to have impact on stu
dents’ lives. He has been selected three times 
by Cornell Presidential Scholars as the pro
fessor who most affected their careers and
educations.

Homecoming 
Events
During Homecoming Weekend. ALS alum
ni and friends are invited to chat with 
Dean Daryl Lund and catch up with each 
other at the ALS Alumni Association s 
Tailgate Party on Saturday, Sept. 27. 
Enjoy a crisp Empire or McIntosh apple, 
cider from theCornell Orchards, hot dogs, 
and more—along with the sunshine and 
football victory on order for the weekend! 
The festivities will begin at 11 a m. before 
the Cornell vs. Colgate football game, 
which begins at noon. Uwk for the ALS 
Alumni Association tailgate and banner 
which will be located in the Kite Hill park
ing lot right behind SchoeUkopf Stadium 
Don t forget to urear your Big Red colors!

-_____________________________
To receive reduced ticket prices and a 

special ALS carnation, alumni are en
couraged to order tickets with the form 
at right before the September 19 dead
line. These tickets will be held at the ALS 
Alumni Association tailgate on Kite Hill.

Association members and guests: $9 
per person; nonmembers and guests: $12 
per person. (Tickets at the gate are $12 
each.)

Also during Homecoming, two ALS Ad
missions Information sessions will be held 
on Friday. Sept. 26, at 2:15 p.m. and Satur
day. Sept. 27. at 10:30 a.m. in 177 Roberts 
Hall. For further details about these ses
sions, contact the ALS Admissions Office 
at 607-255-2036.

you cuv invited!
tfllui > u i&li raids Bat iqi tel

■Jriduy. Septi mitt r 26. J997.6 p.m. 
Triphammer fydfo qConferena Cutler 
Triphammer Plaza. Itluuxi. ■ \nr J ork

Return reservations by September 19. 1997 to ALS Alumni Association. 
265 Roberts Hall. Ithaca, NY 14853-4203

Lodging A block of rooms at the Triphammer Lodge & Conference Center 
(800-257-6992)and Econolodge (800-55ECON0) will be held until August 29. 1997. 

Please make reservations directly with the hotels.—
Name Class

Spouse/guest

Address

City State Zip

Telephone ( )

Meal choices ALS Alumni Assoc Member & Guest Nonmember

Prime Rib au Jus
(no. of people)

$23.00
(no of people)

$26.00

Broiled Salmon $23.00 $26.00

Vegetarian l-asagna $23.00 $26.00

Homecoming football tickets 
(mdudes Tailgate Him > $9.00 $12.00

Total Enclosed $ No. Attending

I Discover/MasterCard/VlSA No______________________________ Exp date
! Signature (for credit cards)__________________________________________

L
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