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Fish Course Daunts and Amazes >
T

here are fish that fly and fish tiiat 
tie themselves in knots. There 
are those whose sting could kill 
you in 60 minutes. Others, who 
in a mere 20 minutes, mate, 
change their sex, and mate again. Then 
there are the ones who dine on eyeballs.

You would have to trek to Australia to 
step on a stonefish or to South America to 
watch the bluehead wrasse change sexes, 
but Cornell undergrads have only to drive 
half an hour to see the eyeball eaters, the 
cutlips minnow. They are right down the 
road in Catatonk Creek.

"In less than two hours, we catch 25 
species and there are always some cutlips 
minnows," says Amy McCune, an associate 
professor of ecology and evolutionary biol
ogy, who has taught the Biology of Fishes 
since 1984. "Where you find cutlips min
nows you'll also see their prey—swimming 
around with an eyeball missing!”

McCune presents her students with a 
formidable task: to learn enough about 
fishes that they can go to a national scien
tific meeting of ichthyologists and feel 
right at home.

“/ want students to go away feeling they 
have begun to master a group of organ
isms." says McCune of the 150 families of 
fishes she requires them to learn. She 
includes those that are important scientifi
cally. commercially, and for sport fishing, or 
ones with realty bizarre natural histories

First off, she wants to excite the 25 or so 
undergrads who sign up for her course 
with what she calls the “daunting” diver
sity of fishes. (“Fish" describes one indi
vidual and many individuals of one 
species; “fishes" refers to more than one 
species.)

Fishes have been evolving for 545 mil
lions years. So far 25,000 species in 482 
families have been described. That's more 
species of fishes than ail species of 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals 
combined. And 200 more are named 
every year, most found in the waters of 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

Very Old Fish Stories

M
cCune's students don't even need to leave campus to go on 
the most inspiring field trip of the semester. It's just a stroll 
down the hill to the History of Science collection at Kroch 
Library where they turn the pages of 13 of the greatest illustrated 
works of natural history.

The first is Salvianl's Aquatilium Animalium Historiae, one of the 
earliest known works in natural history published in 1554. In it, 
Salviani. a Roman physican to three popes, described 92 species 
from Italy.

Then there’s Peter Artedi's Ichthyologia. published in 1738. 
Artedi, considered the father of ichthyology (he drowned in an 
Amsterdam canal at the age of 29), collaborated with Linnaeus, 
the botanist who originated the system for organizing al) living 

things according to their evolutionary relationships. When Linnaeus 
published his Systema Naturae to describe all the flora and fauna of the 

world, his information on fishes came from Artedi.
"Students can hold the 10th edition of Linnaeus, published in 1758, 

and know what they have In their hands is the very beginning of 
modem natural history and taxonomy," McCune says. “Now, how 

many people have a chance to do that?"

Cleared and stained sturgeon used in leaching

In addition to wanting her students to 
know a species when they see it (some
times the differences come down to noth
ing more than whether it has three or four 
pelvic fin rays), she also wants them to 
know how these organisms work—what 
she calls structure-function relationships. 
With few courses on organismal physiolo
gy offered these days. McCune covers the 
basics: how fish swim, regulate buoyancy, 
eat. see, reproduce, and more.

And she startles students with the weird 
and wacky things fish do. Here are just a 
few of the highlights:

Fishes have been evolving for 
545 millions years. So far 25,000 

species in 482 families have been 
described. That's more species of 

fishes than all species of 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, 
and mammals combined.

For starters, flying fish don't fly. Fishes 
commonly called flying fish have unusu
ally large pectoral fins. They beat their 
tails to thrust themselves out of the 
water, then the surface area of the fins 
holds them airborne for up to 100 meters. 
Freshwater hatchetfishes, in contrast, 
have a deep belly filled with muscles that 
drive the pectoral fins in a true flapping 
motion, allowing the fish to actively fly!

Fish are masters of crypsis, the art of 
hiding using ingenious coloration. Squirrel 
fishes, rock fishes, and scorpion fishes are 
virtually invisible in water deeper than 30 
meters, yet they sport stunning shades of 
red on dry land. This is because red light 
attenuates so quickly, there is none left by 
30 meters down. Other fishes such as the 
lethal stonefish resemble their name so 
closely they are hardly discernible from 
the pebbles and rocks lining the rocky 
intertidal where they live

Angular fish: Drawing of a sappharme 
gurnard from the Natural History ot British Fishes 
by E Donovan, 1808

It's a surprise to most people that many 
fishes can breathe air. Some do it through 
the lining of their intestines or their 
mouths. Others, such as the American eel, 
can get 60 percent of the oxygen they need 
right through their skin This works so 
well that while migrating from fresh water 
to the Sargasso Sea to mate, they can 
shortcut bends in the river by slithering 
along over land like a snake.

Hagfish—the ones that tie themselves in 
knots—are another species that breathe 
air through their skin. They also surround 
themselves with slime at a rate of two gal
lons every two minutes, presumably as a 
means of self-defense. Their knotting 
behavior is a true lifesaver, because they 
slide the knot up and down their bodies to 
clear the slime off their skin. Otherwise, in 
due time, they would suffocate.

Fishes protect their young in novel ways. 
Some cichlids, of which there are about 
1400 species, are mouth brooders. They 
hold fertilized eggs in their mouths until 
they hatch, then hold the fry there until the 
young are ready to venture out to feed. 
(Meanwhile, the mother cichlid eats noth
ing.) Should a predator come along during 
these early sorties, the mother fish simply 
opens her mouth and her whole brood 
races back behind the safety of her jaws!

There are male fish who do their bit to 
care for young, as well. McCune says stu
dents always love the story of the splash 
teteras. The female of these South 
American freshwater fishes leaps out of 
the water and lays her eggs on the under
side of vegetation that hangs out over the 
water. Then she swims away. The male 
sticks around for several days splashing 
the eggs with water every 15 minutes to 
keep them moist until they hatch.

McCune says people often assume that 
all fishes lay eggs to reproduce. But many 
sharks and guppies are among a number 
of species that bear live young

Fish catch their prey in countless fasci
nating ways. An archerfish has a special 
groove in the roof of its mouth that 
enables it to shoot droplets of water out 
into the air at such velocity that the 
droplets knock the insects out of the 
vegetation above.

Others, about 100 species in all, are 
anglerfishes. The first ray of their dorsal 

fin has been modified into a long, thin 
“fishing rod" with a tip that resembles a 
lure (some are tantalizmgly luminescent). 
The monkfish, lor example, “casts" the 
rod over its head in front of its mouth. 
When a dogfish or other prey is attracted 
to the “lure," the monkfish sucks the prey 
into its mouth and snarfs it up.

A few fishes even take bites. Cookie
cutter sharks are so named because the 
battery of teeth in their jaws take a cookie
shaped plug out of the sides of other fish.

Then there is the parrotfish whose feed
ing behavior is a service to those who 
love to walk along white sandy beaches. 
These neon blue and pink fish literally cre
ate the sand as they chew on coral reefs to 
extract the algae that live there.

McCune does one of her favorite demon
strations to show the amazing locomotive 
power of tuna. She brings in a tank of water 
and a common bathtub toy, the whale
shaped fish with a wind-up tail. At full tilt, 
the tail oscillates back and forth at about 8 
beats per second, sending the toy zooming 
through the water. A tuna's tail, she points 
out, beats at about 12 beats per second. 
That's why a &4oot-long fish can move 
through the ocean at 70 miles an hour, 
powered by just 2 feet of tail.

What really blows away her students, 
though, is the feast of 25 fishes they have at 
the end of the semester McCune and her 
teaching assistant spend all day cooking 
fresh fish and laying out canned, smoked, 
dried, and sushi fish of all sorts When the 
students arrive at her home, McCune's 
kitchen is strewn with freshly cut-off fish 
heads which, even then, she uses to 
demonstrate how the fishes' jaws work

This year's menu included monkfish, 
blue fish, jacks, porgies, parrotfish, butter
fish, catfish, tilapia, eel, mackerel, flounder, 
whiting, smelt, striped bass, yellow-tailed 
snapper, tuna, tilefish, paddlefish, herring, 
salmon, white fish, lumpfish caviar, sar
dines. sauries, skatewings, and mahi, mahi.

McCune asks people to avoid eating the 
following fishes which are being over
fished and threatened with extinction: 
cod. swordfish, shark, marlin, orange 
roughy, and rockfishes.
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P
robably the most controversial 
issue in agriculture and the food 
industry today is agricultural 
biotechnology and genetically 

engineered organisms, or GEOs (com
monly referred to as GMOs, or genetically 
modified organisms). Like most contro
versial issues, there are many opposing 
viewpoints, and significant debate is tak
ing place over the potential benefits and 
risks of these new technologies. To 
respond to public concerns and the needs 
of our stakeholders for clear information, 
we in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences have determined that our appro
priate role is to take the lead as educators 
Our role is not to take sides, but to facili
tate enlightened public discussion and to 
be a source of sound, science-based infor- I

Message from the Dean
College Facilitates Enlightened Discussion 
on Biotechnology

mation for a variety of audiences. As edu
cators, we are also playing an active part 
in determining where the knowledge gaps 
are and what knowledge is necessary to 
answer questions as they emerge.

To help fulfill this role, a GEO Advisory 
Group was formed. The group is 
co-chaired by me and Tony Shelton, 
associate director of research for CALS, 
associate director of the NYS Agricultural 
Experiment Station in Geneva, and profes
sor of entomology. This cross-disciplinary 
advisory group includes CALS representa
tives from research, teaching, extension, 
and the field of communication. The advi
sory group's charge is to

• help define the college's role in address
ing agricultural biotechnology issues

• strategically plan and coordinate educa
tional efforts

• help identify key audiences

• identify what information and educa
tional materials should be produced by 
CALS in order to have enlightened 
engagement on complex agricultural 
biotechnology issues

Since the inception of the GEO Advisory 
Group, the college has been engaged in 
several educational activities. We have 
developed a GEO exhibit and brochure 
that describe agricultural biotechnology 

and outline some of the potential benefits 
and risks of these discoveries, as well as 
some of the questions that still must be 
answered. These materials have been dis
played at Empire Farm Days, the New 
York Farm Show, and community events. 
They have also been used at meetings 
with government officials, agricultural 
leaders, farm organizations, and other 
groups. Numerous faculty and staff from 
the Ithaca and Geneva campuses have 
given testimony at legislative forums and 
l>artici|>ated in presentations, field days, 
and panels for a variety of audiences. The 
college also sponsored a major confer
ence at Cornell last November entitled, 
“Informing the Dialogue about 
Agricultural Biotechnology," which 
explored a broad range of issues and 
viewpoints related to genetically engi
neered organisms

Future workshops and conferences will 
focus on more specific aspects of agricul
tural biotechnology and GEOs. The GEO 
Advisory Group also plans to develop 
new communication tools and find new 
opportunities to educate a variety of audi
ences about this complex issue.

In addition to the efforts of the GEO 
Advisory Group and individual faculty and 
staff members, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension has hired a full-time educator, 
T. Clint Nesbitt, to develop and distribute 
information on genetically engineered 

organisms and agricultural technologies to 
extension educators. His efforts include 
development of the Genetically Engineered 
Organisms Public Issues Education 
Project web site: www.comm.comell.edu/ 
grno/gmo.html. He is also conducting an 
information needs assessment survey to 
help in the development of educational 
materials tailored to meet the needs of 
extension educators.

As the debate over agricultural biotech
nology intensifies, we must acknowledge 
that people come from many different in
spect ives. Scientists may not understand 
the legitimate concerns of consumers, con
sumers may not be aware of the responsi
bilities of policy makers and federal agen
cies, policymakers may not understand the 
viewpoints of researchers, and so on. This 
can result in conflict if people do not 
respect the opinions of others or seek 
sound Information about the issues. We 
must engage in rational, informed, and 
respectful dialogue in an environment of 
trust. The College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences will endeavor to facilitate this dia
logue about agricultural biotechnology 
among all of its stakeholders.

Susan A. Henry, PhD., the Ronald P. Lynch 
Dean of Agriculture and Life Science*

Richard Church Retires after 32 Years of Service

R
ichard Church '64, director of the CALS 
Alumni Affairs Office, retired on 
December 31, 2000, after 32 years with 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

Church began his career with the college in 
1968. serving as assistant to the dean under 
Dean Charles E. Palm In this position, he 
assisted with the establishment of early 
fundraising efforts for the College of 
Agriculture Fund, the first major fundraising 
effort among the statutory colleges at Cornell. 
He also provided college support to the ALS 
Alumni Association, later serving as its secre
tary from 1971 to 1975. In 1972, he joined the 
CALS Admissions Office, serving as director 
from 1981 to 1993. Church moved to the direc
tor ot alumni affairs position in 1993.

in Church's 21 years in the Office of 
Admissions, he initiated recruitment pro
grams that have resulted in the highest- 
quality students admitted into the college. 
He directed the recruitment, selection, and 
enrollment of approximately 650 freshmen, 
250 external transfer students, and 100 
intrauniversity transfer students each year. 
Church is proud to have played a role in 
recruiting and admitting more than 15,000 
of the college's alumni, many of whom are 
now active, both for the college and the uni
versity. He supported the activities of the 
CALS Ambassadors, the college's 100 to 125 
students who assist in recruitment efforts. I 

He made special efforts to recruit students 
from farm and agriculturally related back
grounds and maintained both a personal 
and office priority for rural schools and 
rural students.

As director, Church developed or enhanc
ed several initiatives that are still integral 
functions of the Admissions Office. He 
enhanced the college's transfer student 
recruitment efforts by establishing articula
tion agreements with SUNY colleges of agri
culture and technology and colleges of tech
nology and was |>art of the team that devel
oped the guaranteed transfer program. 
Church also assisted in the development of 
the Rural Schools Programs (Cornell 
Information Nights) at a dozen rural locations 
in New York State where college night pro
grams were i lot already offered. Tins program 
was effective in increasing the recruitment of 
students from rural areas.

While Church was director of admissions, 
he cooperated frequently with the college's 
Alumni Affairs (Xfice, becoming its director 
in 1993. He has displayed tremendous ener
gy in promoting interaction between the 
alumni and their alma mater. Under his 
direction, the Alumni Affairs Office provided 
the tools for alumni leaders to enhance 
their leadership skills. Church coordinated 
and motivated the activities of the over 200 
alumni volunteers who are actively involved 
with the ALS Alumni Association.

Together with the associate director, he 
provided direction for the seven standing 
committees of the ALS Alumni Association 
and worked closely with alumni volunteers 
in planning yearly activities in their local 
areas. Church also directed numerous on- 
campus events including the association's 
three yearly board of directors meetings, 
the Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet, 
and Reunion Breakfast

Geoff Yates '77. ALS Alumni Ass^xiation pres- 
ident. writes of Dick Church, "Our alumni assoc
iation is all .ibout human ca|xtaL Dick’s |xx>ple 
skills, including his renowned ability to remem
ber names and places, have enabled him to 
successfully guide tfie association through the 
changes of tlx- List few years arxl Ix4|xd make 
it the strong vibrant organization it is today 
The ALS Alumni Association recognizes and 
appreciates all of Dick's efforts We will miss 

him, his counsel, enthusiasm, and energy. Vw- 
are very fortunate tliat he wiU continue to Ire 
involved in college activities during his 
'retirement.'"

Church's energy and enthusiasm extend 
well beyond his position of director of alum
ni affairs. He is involved in the activities of 
Alpha Zeta Fraternity. In the early 1990s, he 
was active in Alpha Zeta's Second Century 
Campaign to raise $1.6 million to rebuild the 
chapter house and to establish a research 
and scholarship fund to benefit future stu
dents. As general campaign chair, Church 
organized a steering committee of 18 alum
ni, who created a team of more than 50 class 
captains for contacting potential contribu
tors. For Alpha Zeta, he has also previously 
served as the local adviser and currently 
serves on the Alumni Corporation Board. 
Church has served on the Cornell National 
Scholarship Review Committee, the Cornell 
Tradition Advisory Council, and the 
University Strategic Planning Subcommittee 
on Recruitment and Retention. He has pro
vided leadership to Cornell's Quill and 
Dagger Alumni Society by serving as vice 
president and president. He was also advis
er to the student Agriculture Positive Action 
Council during the 1970s and early 1980s.

Church has been recognized on several 
occasions for his work with the college. In 
1996 he was awarded the State University of 
New York Chancellor s Award for Excel
lence in Professional Service. The National 
Agricultural Alumni and Development 
Association honored Church with its 
Professional Achievement Award in 1999. 
He is also a recipient of the Alpha Zeta 
Fraternity Distinguished Service Award.

Church plans to spend more time with 
his wife, Joyce 64, on their small farm and 
with their family. He will remain Involved 
with his many volunteer interests and also 
be working part-time for the college.

The college and the ALS Alumni Association 
have established a fund in honor of Dick 
Church's many years of service. For information 
on making a gift to this fund, please contact 
either Anne Benedict (HE 80) at adb7@cor- 
nell.edu or 607-255-7833. or Tim Oonk '86 at 
tjo7@comell edu or 607-255-7651

Anne Benedict 
Is New Director 
of Development

A
nne D. Benedict (H.E. ’80) is the 
new director of development for 
the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences. She will have responsibility 

for the college s fundraising programs 
with alumni, friends, corporations, and 
foundations.

A member of Cornell's Alumni Affairs 
and Development staff for almost 20 
years. Benedict has served as director of 
class programs in the Office of Alumni 
Affairs, where she coordinated Reunion 
Weekend for eight years. Since 1990, 
Benedict has held positions in the 
Cornell Development Office, including 
associate director in the Cornell Fund 
where she oversaw all class reunion 
campaign giving, and individual giving 
officer in the Office of Special Gifts, 
where she worked with alumni and 
friends with established interests in the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
and Human Ecology.

Benedict received a B.S. in consumer 
economics and public policy from the 
College of Human Ecology in 1980.

http://www.comm.comell.edu/
mailto:adb7@cor-nell.edu


Handel says of his work at the Fresh Kills landfill on Staten Island and other barren urban landscapes, 'Its a matte! of doing the first steps right 
It’s soil composition, plus plants, plus insects, plus the animal community All of these play critical roles—ony of them could be limiting factors in 

terms of the ultimate success'

S
teven Handel MS 74, PhD 76 is 
learning how to be a pitchman. 
After 25 years of the scholar's 
solitary life, with professional 
interactions limited to “horsing 
around just with other biologists," he 
says. Handel is getting out. Out of the lab 

and out of the field and into the rough and 
tumble of community meetings, rubbing 
shoulders with civil engineers, talking 
turkey with the EPA, and cajoling funds 
from local governments and national 
foundations.

No longer are his days spent kneeling on 
the ground measuring the parts of flowers 
or watching insects crawl around. Handel 
has found a way to take a career’s worth of 
study in botany and ecology and apply it 
to an urgent public need. He's having a 
wonderful time.

"It's all a matter of making people see 
the value of restoration ecology." he says 
of the newly emerging science that brings 
a diversity of plants and animals back to 
landscapes humans have laid barren. 
"When 1 show people it can be done rather 
cheaply, it's a winnerT

While conservation biologists work to 
protect the historic plants and animals 
that are left in national parks and wilder
ness areas, restoration ecologists treasure 
spoiled lands that are close to home.

“I realized that most people live in sub- 
urban/urban areas worldwide, and the 
need for ecological services is most 
important where most people live," says 
Handel, a professor of ecology and evolu
tion at Rutgers University in New 

Brunswick. NJ.
Some of those services meet the univer

sal human need for recreation, aesthetic 
pleasure, and mental and physical rest, 
provided by local parks and other natural 
areas These healthy environments also 
sustain human life by purifying and cool

ing the air. filtering the ground water, con
trolling floods, and preventing soil ero
sion. And as islands of habitat they sustain 
animal life by playing a vital role in the 
great continental processes of bird and 
insect migration.

“Without resting and feeding areas 
around New York City, before long there 
wouldn't be any migratory birds in eastern 
Canada, much less monarch butterflies in 
New England backyards." Handel says.

Ordinarily when an area like the Fresh Kills landfill is closed, 
it is covered with low-grade topsoil and planted with 

perennial grasses that form a dense mat to hold the soil in place. 
The engineers walk away and nothing much happens.

When he takes on a degraded landscape 
he really goes big. like the 3,000-acre Fresh 
Kills landfill. Located adjacent to New York 
City on Staten Island, Fresh Kills is one of 
the ugliest places on earth. Every day 8,000 
tons of the city's garbage is dumped in the 
two mounds that remain open. The entire 
site, consisting of four mounds, is expect
ed to close this year in December.

Ordinarily when an area like Fresh Kills 
is closed (or contaminated land is 
reclaimed through an EPA-sponsored 
Superfund clean-up), it is covered with 
low-grade tojisoil and planted with peren
nial grasses that form a dense mat to hold 
the soil in place. The engineers walk away 
and nothing much happens.

Handel noticed this curious fact in the 
early 1990s while taking his students on a 
field trip to look at weeds in an abandoned 
landfill in the Meadowlands, alongside the 
New Jersey Turnpike just south of Giants 
Stadium “Although the landfill had been 
abandoned many years ago. the plant and 

animal communities had not returned as 
the textbooks say they should," Handel 
explains. “So I began to study why this 
was and one thing led to another"

Now he's one of a handful of specialists 
in the world who are figuring out what 
ecological links humans must put in place 
for nature to take over and bring back 
native plants and animals. For example, 
birds, which are the "architects" of much 
seed dispersal, are attracted by the fleshy 

fruits of plants such as the beach plum, 
blackirerry. and New England Rose—all 
native species that are fast growing and 
are a hearty food source. Back in 1992, 
when Handel planted islands of native 
plants on a plot in the Fresh Kills, birds 
who rested and nested there deposited 
seeds of 29 other new species of woody 
plants in the very first year.

“The biodiversity doubled within one 
year," Handel recalls. “This was beyond 
my wildest dreams."

Since then Handel and three of his col
leagues. including George Robinson of 
SUNY Albany, have received a $250,000 
grant from the National Science Foun
dation to use a similar approach at Fresh 
Kilis. By the time they are finished they 
will have developed a vegetation plan for 
the entire 3,000 acres. Meanwhile he has 
brokered a partnership with the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden to form the Center for 
Urban Restoration Ecology—the first sci
entific institution in the nation established 

to advance the study and practice of eco
logical restoration on human-dominated 
lands. Handel provides expert advice on 
the center's projects, from bringing back 
rare plants to New Jersey’s Pinelands to 
restoring a forest in the midst of 
Brooklyn’s Prospect Park

“The park is 400 acres that is complete
ly surrounded by asphalt." Handel points 
out. “What do you do when airborne seed 
dispersal—in other words, gene flow— 
into an area is almost zero?"

Handel began studying how seeds are 
moved about in experiments conducted 
in Ithaca's Six Mile Creek ravine as a grad
uate student of famed entomologist W. L 
Brown Jr. In one study, Handel showed 
that most of the forest herbs—the wild
flowers including trillium, violets, and 
Dutchman's britches—are highly evolved 
to have ants carry their seeds. It was, he 
says, “a big flashy study that had the 
advantage of being true."

Brown often collaborated with Harvard 
University's E. O. Wilson, considered the 
world's authority on ants Handel says by 
watching them he learned how “science was 
practiced at the highest level " Tltey provid
ed a standard toward which he still aspires.

Today, although he says he works too 
much and travels too little. Handel is a 
man on a mission.

Before he is done, he would like to see 
restoration ecology become part of all 
public-sponsored Superfund and Brown
field activities as a way of restoring the 
American landscape

“So when you've finished with the clean
up, you go in with a team of ecologists and 
bring back the historical vegetation and 
animal communities," Handel says “In 
that way, bit by bit we’re adding back to 
the natural capita) of the country."

Meno Winter



Rod by t*cOo ravMovpes
New distance education courses will lie 
together the needs of alumni and on-campus 
students, says Deborah Streeter, chair of the 
college's Committee on Distance Leorning,

/ / ur college is about
•• A W applied sciences, so

K B we're accustomed to
W J working with people on 

real issues. And it’s nat
ural that our faculty would be pioneers in 
distance learning,' says Deborah H Streeter, 
the Bruce F. Failing. Sr. Professor of Personal 
Enterprise and Small Business Management

Faculty members in the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences have 
embraced the new technologies—from 
CDs and video to the Internet—to offer 
courses that you can take anytime, any
where, at your own pace. They range from 
full-fledged courses for credit (with 
papers, labs, and exams) to Cybertower s 
study rooms where you can watch video
streamed mini-lectures and participate in 
online discussion groups with other class
mates. Costs range from only $39 a year to 
sign up for Cybertower to $650 per credit 
for the credit-bearing courses.

■The greatest potential for developing 
new courses comes from tying together the 
needs of orxampus students with alumni 
This is becoming an increasingly powerful 
connection." says Streeter, who chairs the 
college's Committee on Distance Learning.

We will let you know as more courses 
come on-line. Check out these for starters:

Cybertower
Cybertower is still in the testing phase and 
won't be officially launched until early 
summer. In the meantime, though, you can 
go to its demo site (http://cybertower
comell.edu/demo) to see what it is all 
about. Also, you can leave your e-mail 
address at the demo site, and you will be 
sent updates on Cybertower's launching 
schedule.

Study rooms currently in development 
include Maya Civilization. Architectural 
Lineage of the Cornell Campus. Human 
Paleontology. Reliable Information Con
cerning Health and Nutrition. Suburbia. 
The Columbian Encounter with the 
Americas. A Short History of English 
Garden Design, The Bible and History, 
Ancient Athens. Imagining the Holocaust, 
and Engines and the Environment Here are 
descriptions of the two study rooms that 
will be offered by CALS faculty members:

Reliable Information Concerning 
Health and Nutrition

Press coverage of the latest scientific 
breakthroughs affecting our health is 
often based on the results of single stud
ies. which tell us very little. In this course, 
professor of nutrition David Levitsky 
shows the different methods that scien
tists use to discern the truth about the 
relationship between food and health. At 
the end of the course, he will tell you 
where to find the best scientific evidence 
on how your diet affects your health. 

cyberKMrercomel.edu

A Short History of English Garden 
Design
When you're entranced by photographs of 
lush English gardens, do you ever wonder

Take Cornell Courses on
Yxir Home Computer
From human nutrition to canine genetics, from English 
gardens to kosher food laws—distance education puts 
Cornell faculty and their courses at your fingertips.

what the person was like who conceived of 
such a beautiful landscape? Or the design 
ideas that result in such a pleasing place? 
Donald Rakow, associate professor of horti
culture and director of Cornel) Plantations, 
will take you on a tour of how garden 
design developed from its Roman roots 
through the 20th century. You can follow 
along on a timeline, join a discussion board, 
and venture farther afield through books 
and web sites that Rakow recommends.

cyberKMercomeSedu

Noncredit Course
Kosher and Halal Food Regulations

This course is the first of its kind to 
explain to food industry professionals 
(and interested eaters) what our country’s 
two major bodies of religious law regard
ing the selection and preparation of food 
are all about. Professor of Food Science 
Joe Regenstein will introduce you to cur
rent fcxxf-related issues in both the Jewish 
and Muslim communities, as well as 
what's behind the amazing growth of eth
nic food products in the United States. 
Cost for the course is $600.

Contact Regenstein at imtQOcomeUedu 
for more information.

Courses for Credit
Campaign Planning and Evaluation

This for-credit course (number of credits to 
be announced) unmasks the communica
tion strategies underlying political cam
paigns. Dietram Scheufele. an assistant pro 
lessor of communication, will describe the 
various audiences and how they respond 
to different types of campaign tactics. Then 
you will focus on the messages themselves, 
including advertising and Its effects, agen
da setting, and priming and framing in polit
ical campaigns. Last, you'll look at pretest
ing campaign effectiveness and 
measuring campaign outcomes. 

people cometedu/pages/das72/ 
ax_pghtnl

Contemporary Mass 
Communication

In this three-credit course, James 
Shanahan, an assistant professor of 
communication, will take you on a 
tour of the history and impact of 
mass media in the United States and 
abroad. Lectures, slides, and audio 
will allow you to examine the "turning 
points" in communication that lead

Horticulturist Ken Mudge leaches 
The How, When. ancfWhy of 
Grafting Lectures ond discussions 
are electronic, but labs use real 
plont material ond grafting supplies 

ARMS Changed to Applied Economics and 
Management

T
he Cornell department historically devoted to agricultural economics, home of 
the largest number of undergraduate majors in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, has a new name: Department of Applied Economics and Management 
(AEM).

For the past seven years the department was known as Agricultural, Resource, and 
Managerial Economics, but last summer It began using the new name on a trial basis. 
Now the name is official. "As we found when we tried out this name among the depart
ment faculty, our new name is one that fits all of us quite well," said Andrew M 
Novakovic. the E.V. Baker Professor of Agricultural Economics and chair of the 
department.

to some of the defining features of modem 
life. Shanahan also |x>rtrays the role mass 
communication plays in contemporary 
issues including violence, sexlsm/racism. 
the environment, health, and science 

see oaneledu/Dl/htnl/cawn_ 120 himl

Principles of Public Relations and 
Advertising

This three-credit course begins with dis
cussions covering the roles of public rela
tions and advertising in society and busi
ness. Vicki Jones, a lecturer in communica
tion who teaches the course via video 
tapes and e-mail, explains the psychologi
cal and sociological principles that influ
ence persuasion, taking you on a tour 
inside a consumer's mind. She'D also cover 
strategies for media selection and message 
execution and introduce research into the 
industry and its regulation. For the final 
project you’U try your hand at creating a 
promotional campaign for a product.

sce.comeS.edu/Dt/himl/comm272.himl

The How, When, and Why of Grafting 

This course created by Ken Mudge, an 
associate professor of horticulture, 
teaches Cornell students, amateur horti
culturists, and nursery professionals the 
principles, current uses, and methods of 
grafting for plant propagation. You'D earn 
two credits and a lot of know-how. 
Lectures and discussions use the web. For 
the labs, you'll receive plant material and 
grafting supplies through the mail, along 
with a CD containing video cUps of step- 
by-step instructions for practicing the 
grafting techniques covered in the course. 

ristixJ) afo2me/ed//ccusei/?iort494/gd^

i ‘ - - Mr■kA .
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Canine Genetics

This one-credit course, 
designed for dog breed
ers and veterinarians, is 
open to anyone with an 
interest in canine traits—from 
size and coat color to predispo
sition to disease—that are deter
mined by genetic inheritance. It
runs for eight weeks and its creator. John 
Pollak, a professor of animal science, 
expects it should take you about six hours 
a week to complete the lectures, reading, 
and laboratory exercises. The course cov
ers probabUities and their use in predicting 
outcomes: sex linkage and other modes of 
inheritance for traits controDed by a single 
locus; testing hypothesis for genetic inher
itance; and more.

anxi cornel! edu/cat/ccfi // 
dogcourses him!

Introduction to Agriculture 
Education: Teaching Agriculture, 
Extension, and Adult Education

This three-credit course focuses on teach
ing practices and methods for effective 
classroom instruction, particularly on the 
planning, delivery, and assessment of 
instruction In New York State Students 
will examine the New York Learning 
Standards and ways to incorporate them 
into the planning process. Carol Conroy, 
assistant professor of education, will teach 
students the most advanced practices of 
authentic assessment and how to conduct 
more traditional means of assessment 
such as writing good test questions. 
Contact Conroy at coc29&xrnelledu for 
more information.
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AI.SNEWS
AanaJkn & I tv Soences Newi a published dvee bmes a 
sea bl the Coleqe d Aacukure ardUe Sciences ovnt 
dihc'Joic'J-u.K-j. aNe* Yah CaneHUrv«iu»,, Woca 
N Y Canal UnaeriAy is on eqvol oppotmey aftumaine 
octal educator and employer

Dean
SusaiA Henry

Associate Dean
Bro-. F Chaba

Assistant Dean far Public AHoirs

executive Editor
TreonyJ OcrA 86 

IMngOreaor a AUm Monl
Editor

EhnbeAl Boman 73
Designer 

Drma ’ Ms
Writer 

Meat WMa
Production Coordinator 

DanaS Wane

Contributing Writers

Administrative Assistant 
htory K Alo 

Srudrnl Writers 
hro lee"01 ooh tV^enO’

Correspondence should be oddrossod to
timothy Oonk 
Alumni Affairs 

Cornel University 
276 Roberts Hal

Ithaca. NY 148535905
607 255-7651

Pcdxsd tv Mede ad Wtvdbgr Severn <e Covel l>

http://cybertowercomell.edu/demo
cyberKMrercomel.edu


W
hen Nina Bassuk treks off 
to Chicago. Charleston, 
or Copenhagen for one of 
the 30 or so public lec
tures she gives a year, the 
audience rarely has a clue They trot out 
the usual suspects to explain why trees, 

which out in the woods might Uve 60 
years, only make It to 7 when surrounded 
by sidewalks and pavement. Air pollution 
invariably tops the list, but dog pee and 
deicing salt are usually there too.

“These may be exacerbaters of a shorter 
life but they’re not the killer," says Bassuk. 
a professor of horticulture. -What kills city 
trees is something much more basic: soil." 

Rock hard soil, that is
It's not surprising really that people

even professionals such as landsca|>e archi
tects—don’t think of soil first Neither did 
horticultural scientists back 20 years ago 
That’s when Corneil’s Urban Horticulture 
Institute was founded to conduct research 
on greening public landscaiies Bassuk was 
its first, and only, director.

Her first task was to decide how to pri
oritize the research agenda. She decided to 
focus largely on trees common to streets 
and small parks because they affect the 
most people. Yet the sycamores, ash, and 
honey locust that line city streets are the 
most difficult plants to grow because 
they’re usually added as an afterthought to 
street or sidewalk renovation. Keep in 
mind too that a tree has to survive long 
enough to reach a height of 25 to 30 feet 
before it can be effective in reducing noise, 
dust particles, and soil erosion, moderat
ing teni|>erature fluctuations and flooding, 
and providing homes for wildlife and oxy
gen for birds, squirrels, and humans alike. 
All these are very real benefits that trees 
bring to city dwellers beyond their beauty.

In the early'80s, scientists had a lot of con- 
l venbonal ideas alxiut wiiy street trees had 
I such short lives but there was little proof 
I Bassuk and graduate students from the insti- 
I t ute spent much of its first three years exam- 
I ining street trees and the various stresses 

New York City's urban environment exposed 
them to. In the end. the researchers con
cluded that it was the soil, compacted rock 
hard to support the surrounding pavement, 
that dealt the heaviest blow.

"We found that if you don't have good 
enough soil and you don't have enough of 
It, plants won't grow." Bassuk says

So then the quest became creating a 
soil that would meet the competing needs 
of people, for roads and sidewalks, and of 
plants, which need plenty of porous soil 
that allows the roots room to spread out 
and come into contact with the air. water, 
and needed nutrients.

It took five years of testing various soil 
compositions for Bassuk and graduate 
student Jason Grabosky to come up with 
one that did the trick. Today city planners 
from Portland to Boston are buying "CU- 
Structural Soil,” a patented formulation of 
gravel, clay loam, and a hydrogel stabiliz
ing agent capable of absorbing 300 to 500 
times its weight in water.

The shape of the stones forms a rigid, 
load-bearing lattice that is spacious enough 
for water, oxygen, and roots to move 
through it. The soil provides the nutrients, 
and the gel binds everything together.

Ameliorating the biggest stress for 
street trees doesn’t mean they are out of 
the woods. Today, the institute—consist
ing of Bassuk, associate professor Thomas 
H. Whitlow, a specialist in restoration ecol
ogy and plant physiological ecology, and 
10 graduate students—continues to con
duct research in assessing other site limi
tations and how to reduce them. It also 
has research projects in two broad areas: 
plant selection and transplantation

Bassuk and her colleagues are prospect
ing for new species of plants likely to 
thrive in human-disturbed settings.

On average, city streets are shaded by a 
small number of tree species, usually only 
20 or so conventional tried-and-true ones. 
Yet in Ithaca, for example. Bassuk has cre
ated the most diverse urban forest in the 
state In collaboration with the city 
forester and the city's Shade Tree 
Advisory Committee, which Bassuk 
( hairs, about 260 species have been plant-

MORE SOIL, BETTER GROWTH: These willow oaks, planted at the same time on Pennsylvania Ave in Washington, D C., show the 
effect of soil volume on tree growth The trees planted in an open grassed area grew much more quickly than the trees planted in free pits

Bossuk. the direct™ of 
the Urban Horticulture 
Institute, points out that 
city trees reduce noise 
and dust particles, 
erale temperature
ations and flooding, 
ond provide homes I 
wildlife and

Trees Lead a Tough Life 
on the Street
Urban trees have to deal with pavement, air pollution, 
and compacted soil. Is there any hope for them to have long 
and healthy lives in the city?

ed in the 80 miles of city roads and 300 
acres of parkland.*

In the past, trees common to our forests 
have been moved into cities, and then 
everyone just hoped for the best. Yet for
est conditions are very different from city 
ones. So Bassuk is looking in places that 
naturally mimic the types of stresses com
mon to cities—salty seashores, flood 
plains, droughty mountainsides—to see 
which trees thrive under these conditions.

So then the quest became creating a soil that would meet the 
competing needs of people, for roads and sidewalks, and of plants, 

which need plenty of porous soil that allows the roots room to 
spread out and come into contact with the air, water, 

and needed nutrients.

One of the hot contenders is the shan
tung maple, a Chinese relative of the 
Norway maple, that Bassuk says is a 
"potentially terrific" urban tree. The insti
tute is screening it using seed of the same 
species gathered from all over Its native 
range—about 24 different ecotypes 
because each can differ markedly. If one 
proves worthy, the institute will screen it 
for liabilities (such as invasiveness). If it 
passes the cut. they will propagate it 
asexually—one of Bassuk's specialties.

"In this way we can capture the special 
characteristics of these trees and make 
them available to the trade," Bassuk says.

A primary evaluation criterion is how 
well the tree will transplant from tile nurs
ery to the street. Adverse reactions to trans
planting constitute a major limitation to the 
variety of street trees that are grown com
mercially. So the institute's other major 

research area is to find ways to increase the 
success of trees that are difficult to trans
plant Take the hickory that Bassuk 
describes as a "great native tree" or the 
tupelo that has many virtues including salt
tolerance. pest-resistance, and lovely bright 
red fall foliage. Both the hickory and the 
tupelo are notoriously hard to transplant

"Nursery owners don’t grow plants that 
are risky," Bassuk says "So these gcxxi plants 
will never get into the landscape if we don't 

solve some of the transplanting problems"
In some ways taking on this research 

question—solving it will require delving 
into fundamental issues of cell behav
ior—brings Bassuk full circle to the insti
tute's early days. For just like the question 
of longevity, scientists have a lot of ideas 
about what's behind transplantation 
problems, with root configuration or 
speed in making new roots topping the 
current list.

“No one has cracked this nut before," 
Bassuk says, "but when you look at these 
ideas they don't seem to hold up. My own 
theory is that once their roots are sev
ered, trees have problems with water 
uptake."

Time, and a lot of hard work, will tell.
You can learn more about the Urban 

Horticulture Institute's research and 
extension activities (how the institute can 

help your community) through their web 
site at <www. hort.comell.edu/uhi>. The 
web site has a slide presentation of how 
the "CU-Structural Soil" was developed, 
how it is used, and what the trees growing 
in it look like. Also available is a 69-page 
book. Urban Trees Site Assessment. 
Selection for Stress Tolerance, and Planting, 
which lists 66 species with hundreds of 
cultivars suitable for urban settings And 
there's a 13-minute video, Support Your 
Local Tree Cornell Structural Soil Mix. Both 
may be ordered through the web site or by 
writing to Nina Bassuk. Department of 
Horticulture, Cornell University, Plant 
Science Building. Ithaca. NY 14853

•You can log onto the city's web site 
to find out what kinds of trees are planted 
in Ithaca: http://www.ci.ithaca.ny.us/ 
streetsfacilities/forestry/

AdeflO Winter

Think Like a Tree
When Nina Bassuk evaluates planting sites 
she thinks like a tree, taking into considera
tion its six needs: light, water, nutrients, oxy
gen. carbon dioxide, and appropriate temper
atures above and below ground

She asks herself as a tree. "Where does my 
water come from? What's the light situation like 
here'1 How about the temperature fluctuation’"

This method keeps things simpler, as 
opposed to trying to catalog all the idiosyn
crasies of a particular urban area which is a 
fool's errand Rather, slie says. "You look from 
the plant's point of view at where the limita
tions are coming from."

hort.comell.edu/uhi
http://www.ci.ithaca.ny.us/


ALUMNI NOTES
by Meeh and composing the work of several 
researchers, the book features the fascinating 
story of t tie cotnetiack of wolves in Minnesota and 
examines the cultural costs ol maintaining such a 
large population of the animal

194Os
Lawrence N. Cook '40 of Binghamton. N.Y., 
worked as a lilgti school agriculture teacher from 
1940 to 1958, served four years in the US. Army Air 
Corps, and from 1958 to 1975 taught high school 
science He is married with four children and live 
grandchildren
John M. Bishop MS '42 of Venice, Fla.. was a fruit 
grower in Connecticut, and now has retired to 
Florida where he grows flowers, vegetaliles, and 
produces honey.
Melville D. Merry '43 ol Frankfort. N.Y, is a retired 
tanner

William A. Ihompson IV '48 of Oakdale. N Y, retired 
tn 2000 after a distinguished career in the US Navy 
aixl with Pfizer and Celanese International He axe 
tinues to do consulting.

Gerhard A. Sciiad '50 ol Glen 
Mills. Pa. became 

interested In 
parasitology 
at Cornell and 
completed his 

PhD at McGill 
University in 1955 He 

worked for the USDA in 
New Mexico; returned to McGill as 

an assistant professor In 1958; moved to Johns 
Ho|4dns School of Public Health In 1964, directed 
the parasitology program at Calc utta from 1964 to 
1970: and moved to tlie University of Pennsylvania 
in 1974 where he was head of parasitology from 
1975 to 1984 Shad is still a professor ol parasitol
ogy at the University of Pennsylvania
L David Meeh '58 of St. Paul, Minn , published a 
new book titled. The Willies ol Minnesota Edited

Fun things to do with 
fellow members
Spring dinner/S|>eaker events 
[lean-Alumni Get-togethers 
Summer picnics
Alumni get-togethers before 

hockey and basketball 
games

Dinner cruises
Faculty presentations
Apple picking
Networking with alumni
Keeping abreast ol research, 

technology, and 
new developments

Savings on
Motel and car rentals 
Reglstratxxi fees for CALS 

alumni events

Free services 
Mann Library card 
Connection with classmates
Cornell ALS decals 
Name listed on the annual

ALS Alumni Association 
membership roster

CALS Alumni Career Link

Benefits to the college
Student scholarships
Rural school student 

recruitment
Imparting information on the 

reputation and value of the 
college to prospective 
students, decision makers, 
and the general public

And being an important part 
of a supportive alumni 
organization

William P Kroll 63 ol Spencer.
N.Y, is fulfilling a dream as the owner <4 Plantasla 
Nursery since spring 1993 He lias live grande hik 
dren with another on the way, travels during the 
winters, and stays connected with Cornell through 
Career Link.

197Os
Rodger W. 70 ol
Cortland. N recently 
began working for Hugh NkA. 
Keegan Associates Inc. as an II 
account executive In tlx- new 
business department He 
gained product and brand 
management experience 
with such companies as 
Bristol Myers, Eastman 
Kodak, anil Gaylord 
Brothers Most recent
ly lx- was sak-s manag
er lor Hie performance 
division of Intertak Testin 
Services in Cortland
William Exchanger 70 of Glfton. N.Y, is an associ
ate vice president lor First Union Securities aixl lias 
worked lor 26 years in financial consulting He and 
his wife. Cynthia, have a son.
James J. Adams 71 of Virginia Beach. Va.. teaches 
math and science at Salem Middle Sclxx4 and is 
retired from the Navy after 24 years of service, he 
was a commander lor five years.
Thomas J. TrebUcock 72 ol Dorado, PR, Is the 
gUM-ral manager <4 the largest dairy operatkxi in 
l*uerto Rico with over 2000 cows aixl works as an 
international consultant in China. Thailand. 
Mexico, and Jamaica He is the past president <4 
PRDH1A. a Holstein association
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Gift Mernkwrshpto the ALS Alumni 

Richard Fesko 74 of Skaneateles. N Y, owns and 
operates Fesk Farms Inc and serves on the 
Cortland Bulk Milk Board
Martha Furie 74 of Manhasset. N.Y, received her 
PhD from RrxkefeUer University In 1980 and has 
been teaching and conducting research in cell biol
ogy at SUNY Stony Brook since 1986 Site and her 
liuslund. Ri< liard Furie an- the |>arcnts of two 
sons. Jonathan (17) and Daniel (14).
Ikivkl Aldous MS 76.4 Victoria. Australia, is an asso
ciate [irofessix in tile Department of Resource 
Management and Hortlcuiturc, Institute <4 land and 
Food Resources. University ol Melbourne He 
received his PhD in 1978 from Michigan State 
University, list Lansing Following postgraduate 
studies, tie was appointed senior lecturer in the 
def MrtiiKtit of hrxtlculture at Massey University. New 
Zealand, and since 1981 tias lieen with the University 
<4 Meilxjunx- His current kxus is on turtgass and 
amenity grassland soaxe and management but 
also has an interest in horticutturaJ therapy
Robert R Gabel 76 of Silver Spring Md . is a 
branch chief for the US. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and works .xi inteniatkxial endangered S|m les 
aixl wildlife trade. He recently celebrated 20 years 
in tlx- federal service aixl attended an internation
al wildlife trade meeting in Nairobi. Kenya. He rais
es orchids as a hobby, akxig with gardening aixl 

reading
Solange Muller 76 of Cold Spring 
N.Y, is the director of three Beacon 

Community Health Centers which 
provide health care to medically 
uixlerserved people in the Hudson 
Valley. Muller has three children
Charles M. Samul 77 of Ardmore, Pa, 

left Norfolk Southern Railway after 22 
years in the railroad industry to pursue a 

new career, possibly in the wine industry

Maria L Boodonno MPS U2 of Sacramento, Calit 
is the deputy legislative counsel ui the Office <4 
Legislative Counsel She attended San Francisco 
State where she received a BA in international rela
tions Her MPS degree from CALS is in communica
tion arts Afterwards, she received a law degree 
from Hastings Law School
Ralph A. diild *82 of Malone. N Y, is the president 
and owner <4 Childstock Farms, Inc. a potato/veg- 
etable (arm Hr- and his wife. Chantale, have two 
daughters.
.1. Ruwx-U Coombe '84 ol Malone. N.Y, is an agri
culture lender to farms <4 rxirthem New York for 
HSBC Bank USA aixl serves on the Franklin County 
Cornell Cooperative Extension board of directors 
Andrew Carmen PhD IM of San Diego, Calil. lias 
taken a senior scientist position at RW. Johnson PR1 
in La Jolla. Calif, In the Bfointormatics Group 
Previously he was at UCl A Sclxx4 <4 Medicine as an 
assistant research scientist working with histixx- 
deacetylase enzymes in yeast He and his wife. 
Jeanette Quinn, have been married for 10 years.
Ltavid A. Krari mt "84 <4 (Keriand Park. Kan. is an asso
ciate director with (Quintiles Inc. and has stayed con
nected with Cornell through Cornell Alumni 
Adnussxxis Amliassaikxs Network (CAAAN; Mamai 
since 1995, he has one child and one on the way 
Cann Battaglia 86 ol Lynbrook. N.Y, Is a regis
tered dietitian and worked as a food service direc
tor in a health care facility before -retiring' after 
having daughter, Steptiaiue, on February 5, 2000. 
She is staying hexne to raise her daughter aixl 
11-year-old son. Richie
Don Steinkraus PhD TH of Fayetteville. Ark. Is a pro 
lessor of entomology at the University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville and recently won the Entomological 
Society ol America 2000 Award for Excellence in 
Integrated Pest Managenxnt for his work with nat
ural enemies of the cotton aphid. Tins national 
award was presented to Steinkraus in December at 
the society's annual meeting in Montreal
Eva Steinberger '88 of Davis, Calif, is the assistant 
laboratory director fix the California Department 
of Justice and specializes in forensic DNA She 
received her PhD in molecular plant pathology in 
1988. but dianged fields more than 10 years ago to 
forensic science
Tracy L Wiles '88 of Owego, N.Y. began a new job 
in October as a medical sales representative for 
Searle Pharmaceuticals Her husband. PhU -86. 
continues to work at The Partners, selling business 
insurance and employee benefits Their son. 
Graham, began kindergarten this fall.

Ws
Dr. lisa Baylor David 90 .4 
New Orleans, la . is a physician, 
who finished her residency in 

June and started a private 
practice in July She and 

her husliand, Robert 
J David Jr (11J< '89). 
have a son. Robert J.

David IK. bom 
January 30.1998
Meg M. O'Leary '90 

ol Somerville. Mass. is a senior 
manager with PricewaterhouseCoopers She grad
uated from MIT Sloan School of Management. Her 
daughter. Grace, was bom April 11. 1999
Jennifer A. Altre '91 of Ithaca. NY, recently joined 
the biology faculty at Tompkins Cortland 
Community College. Six- is completing her PhD in 
entomology at Cornell She received her MS In 
entomology from Michigan State
Mark Griffith ‘91 and Karen Suarez 93 of Fairfax. 
Va, were married on October 14,2000. at his fami
ly church in Shinnston. W Va Griffith is a dataliase 
Web developer working for SAK In Vienna. Va. aixl 
Is In line to be chief technical officer at 
ThreeWide.com. Suarez was operations manager 
at Tlx- Apartment Cixinectioii In Fairfax. Va. for the 
past five years Sbe is now emlxukmg on a career 
as a freelance writer The couple can be reached at 
Mark._A_Gnffitii®xXmail .com.
Kristen Z. Wmiecki -91 of Eden. N Y, teaches at 
Iroquois Central Schools aixl recently moved back 
to Ix-r txxix-town Her second child. Caroline Ann. 
was bom September 18.1999
Joanna J. Beitel '92 <4 Seattle. Wash, is enjoying 
being a stay-home mom. Her son. Zachary Patrick, 
was bom May 20. 1999
Mara DiGrazia '92 of Port Washington. N.Y, is run
ning her own web site, wwwaskthevtrtualvet.com. 
and is wixking lor tlx- 'ask the vet' team <4 www pet 
looddlrect.com She is also the host of a radio talk 
show. The Pet Vet.' in Ptxwux on KFNX AM
Stephanie Hodman 1>2 of Tenafly. NJ, is a jxxlia- 
trist ui Bergen County, setting up Ix-r own practice 
Sbe keeps in touch with many CAIS alunuu Including 
Nicok-IXunas VJ. uix> is wvxkuigat Kraft ui Sluxav 
Bmliu PanalxMi S2 of Williams vrlle. N V. nrarrml 
Gcottrey Burkcr on October 8, 2000, and booey- 
nxxxied in the Dominican Republic She received 
a master's degree in business administration with 
distinction from University of Buffalo
Michael I). Wilcox Jr. '92 of Manchester. Conn., is 
an educator at Hams Agri Science and Technokigy 
Center In Bloomfield. Conn. He received his MS In 
1998 in fisheries and allied aquacultures from 
Auburn University and was a Peace Cortis volun
teer from 1993 to 1995
Daniel L Erickson Tl of Williston. Vt, the chief 
executive officer of Advanced Geospatial Systems, 
LLC. founded the company in 1999 to provide GIS 
and natural resources management consulting serv
ices. Recent projects include developing ail auto
mated map generation utility for the National 
Audubon Society’s historical and future Christmas 
Bird Count data. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
maintains the data

Roland Kays '93 of Albany, N.Y, is a mammal cura
tor at the New York State Museum and conducts 
research on the carnivores of the Adirondacks and 
on Ixxis in Tsavo. Kenya His wife, Judy Kays-93, 
is the safety compliance officer for Renesslaer 
Polytech Institute
Jane D McGuire PhD -93 of Binghamton. N.Y, 
received tenure and promotion to associate pro
fessor of health sciences and nursing in June 1999 
at Mansfield University of Pennsylvania
Shelley Stebbins MS 93.4 Hackettstown. NY. is a 
county 4-H agent and assistant professor (or 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension.
Dr. Troy F. Thompson 93 of Cheyenne. Wyo, 
owns a small animal clinic and has two children. 
Toby (3-1/2) and Shelbee (2). with wife. Aunee
Jeffery A. Green TH <4 Cheyenne. Wyo, was pro
moted to Captain (or the US Air Force in 
November 1999 and has worked as a missile com 
bat crew commander. He earned his M Ed from 
Wichita State University in lie. ember 1999 and this 
fall began law school at the University of Denver.
-kian I. PiUitterl "94 of Spring Valley, N.Y. research 
es cancer aixl leukemia aixl is active in team train
ing for the leukemia and Lymphoma Association 
She completed the Anchorage Alaska Marathon 
through their program
Kristen A. I samas '94 of Ridgewood. NJ, is a man
ager for American Express and is active In alumni 
activities through CAAAN (Cornell Alumni 
Admissions Ambassadors Network)
Frederick Alcantara W ol Holbrook, N.Y, is a thlrd- 
year medical student at St. George's University 
School of Medidne in Grenada. Wiest Indies
Rebecca M. Reilly "95 <4 Schenectady. N Y. worked lor 
five years In advertising in New York Oty with Grey. 
Amn urati. Puns. Lmtas and is cwrentiy studying law <4 
Washington University School of Law In St Louis.
Eileen Sierk .Adams "95 ol Fairport, NY. married 
Daniel Adams on May 22,1999
Lira DeBenedictb '96 of Bradley. UI, is an exercise

ThreeWide.com
wwwaskthevtrtualvet.com
looddlrect.com


pbysk * WM al Riv.-rsl.1e Health Fitness ( enter, a 
medically based facility
Kathryn J. Elunaiui -96 of Somers, N Y, began 
dental school this laU at the University <4 Buffalo 
Kim Aiia-mian Koepke 96 at Oconomowoc. Wis. 
was pronxXed to sorter associate at Morgan & 
Mvvrs List l.ill a year after(.Mningtlx-firm M-xww 
“ Myi-rs is a communication counseling finn srx- 
tlalWng In the agricultural. food and bewrage. 
rxiskx-sMoJxisiixs.-, teduxXogy and financial 
servx t- Industries
Rani Dorene Lopez '96 of Silver Spring, Md. 
married Yeklrt A Sanl of Kpalima. logo, on July 
«in Norwalk. Conn She was teaching chemistry 
at Columbia University Ixit has relocated to 
Maryland and is attending graduate school at 
(>eorge Washington University She now uses the 
name Rani Dorene Lopez-Sani
Aixln-a I. Van Scholck -96 of Savoy III , has com
pleted veterinary s< Iwx4 at tlx- University .4 
niinois aixl is interviewing lor jobs. On SqXemlier 
IK. 1999, six- Ix-canx- engaged to Danny Wynrx- 
(A&S 95) aixl remains Involved In Cornell as tlx- 
CAAAN (Cornell Alumni Admissxxis Ambass
adors Network) local chairperson.
Douglas W. Daniowxkl Plil) 97 <4 Clx-stertown, 
MD , is an assistant professor of biology at 
Washington College researching camlvonxis 
and trigger plants
Michael G. Dennis 97 of Auburn, N.Y., is the 
county agronomy agent lor Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Sullivan C.xinty, He is still Involved in 
campus activities, partlcuiarty with Aliiha Zeta 
Fraternity
Derek A. Gadlno ’97 of Rochelle Park. NJ, Is a 
student at Ross University School of Veterinary 
Medicine in St. Kitts. West Indies
MelfeKi .1. Larocca 97 of New York City recently 
graduated from Fordham University law School 
ar x 11 x-gan working lor (Tiadlx xmx- arxi Parke in 
Septerrilx-r

Steven E Smith '97 of Cobleskill. N.Y, is the 
dairy manager at SUNY Cobleskill Dairy and is 
working to expand the herd from 75 to 200 cows. 
He and his wife. Jennifer, married <xi May 6,2000, 
he lias two stepchildren. Emily and Connor
Kenneth T Awb 98 of Scarsdale. N.Y. Is a think 
year medical student at Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons
Jeanninc M. Daiux-r '98 of Fairfield, NJ., is an 
associate with PricewaterhouseCoopers and is 
training to lx-all actuary in June 2002 she will be 
marrying a ComelUan.
Steven J. <Usr-gano 98of Chester, N.Y, works tor 
Arthur Andersen and lias remained active In 
Cornell through CAAAN (Cornell Alumni 
Admissions Ambassadors Network)
KJinberty N. Joexn 98 ol Falls Church. Va, Is 
attending the Johnson Graduate School ot 
Management, Class ot 92. She is also involved 
with Class of 98 activities.
Heidi Kaufman 98 of New City. N.Y., is in her sec
ond year of a master’s degree program at Corneil's 
HR School and intenx-d tills |iast summer at IBM.
Kyra Kebitah 98 of Ridgwood. N Y, lives outside of 
New York City near several Cornell alumni and 
friends and has worked as a criminalist in the 
forensic Ixotogy lab of the NYC Chief Medical

Examiner's Office I.x tlx- |«st lvx> years a job that she 
)?X tlm " «f 1 an Al .5 Alumni Career I ink connection 
Shelly L Shiflett 98 <4 Salt lake City, Utah, recent 
ly finished tx-r second year In a molecular biology 
Pill) program at fix- University of Utah
lawreixe Solomon 98 <4 New York City Is tlx- 
l< xuxk-r of Tutors com. an Internet cisigranv ix-gtui In 
Ptiiladdpliia but inovfaqj to New York Qty
Rebecca F Spokony '98 of Phlladelpliia. Pa, was 
working as a research specialist at tlx- University of 
Pennsylvania lx-fore tieginning a PhD program in 
ecology and evolution this fall
lari Tyler 98 < 41 ansfcig, N Y, is a veterinary technkian 
lor Cornell University Hospital and tile TompMns 
County SIVA. She also voluntem for the American 
Ri-d Cross Disaster Servx-es and |Mans to crealc similar 
servkc-s in the cixaXy kx anunals
Jennifer W.xxiard 98 of Rochester, N.Y. Ilnislxxl 
her MS degree this September
Kale Heater 99 of Somerville, Mass, teaches hon
ors Ixology at Belmont High ScIxxX aixf |xevkxisly 
taught sixth grade science and math
Brianix- falno 99 of Winchester, N Y. works fix 
Itizer as a pharmaceutical sales re|wvsci>latlve In 
Wi-stclx-stcr County She is engaged to Matthew 
Kelleher 99 and they an- planning a w.-dding lor the 
summer of 2001 KeUefw-r is an information tech
nology recruiter at Velocity Staffing in New York City
Sean Mongan '99 of Candor, N Y, Is a second-year 
medical student at New York University School of 
Medicine
Michele Nolan '99 of Haverhill. Mass. works in 
Boston as a portfolio account analyst for Putnam 
Investments and is stixlying lor Ills CPA exams
David C. Pallkxita 99 of Bensalem. Pa. Is training to 
serve on a nuclear attack sulxnarine m the U.S Navy
Jesse B Sherman '99 of Burlington, Vt, is an 
investment banking analyst for UBS Wartxirg
Matthew R VMUuxuin 99< 4 S<xnerviie. Mass, Is a wad- 
uale stir fa It Ul gn fairs at Harvani Medui School

Gafx- Wtokrr 99 of St. Johnslxiry. Vt, won a gold 
nxilal, ak «ig with lus crew from tlx- U.S National Row
ing Team, al Ux- Wxki Rowing <7kim|wxislu|rs In 
Zagreb. Croatia, on August 6, 2000. Ik- Ifaped power 
tlx- lightwight right to heal (aval Britain aixl Australia.

SOOOs
III Rebecca Avin 00 -4 Staten Island, N.Y, 
III worked as a trail crew volunteer witii the 
/// Student Conservation Association and 
Iff' ix-gan attending Penn Stale in January to 
III earn a master's degree of biomechanics 
Hl Brian Damiano '00 of Durham. N.C. is a first- 
/// year law student at Duke University 
f/Z, Amelia Henry
r 00 °* Ixrgan,

H *» working on a
K master's degree In
A the crop physiology

lab at Utah State University 
M^^Stepben Hudson 00 of Seattle, Wash, 

started a In atmospheric
sclerxes at the

New Director of Career Development 
Named

Amy L. Benedict-Augustine has been appointed by the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences as the director 
of career development. She has worked at the college since 

1990 as the senior associate director of career develop
ment. Benedict-Augustine is a national certified career 
counselor (one of two on campus) and has played an active 
role in the leadership of the SUNY Career Development 
Organization.

Prior to coming to Cornell, Benedict-Augustine worked at 
Corning Community College in Coming. N.Y, as a career 
counselor. She has a master’s degree in counseling psy
chology from Boston College and a bachelor's degree in 
psychology from Elmira College where she graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa. This fall she started graduate coursework 
in the College of Human Ecology's Department of Human 
Development.

Benedict-Augustine believes that her mission in life is to 
help people make their dreams come true. In her role as 
director of career development, she provides leadership 
for a broad array of services and resources for the college's 
students and alumni, including career counseling and 
advising, Alumni Career Link, and on-campus recruiting. 
One of the hallmarks of the office is the staff’s commitment 
to friendly, helpful service for all the college's students and 
alumni regardless of their career plans. The office appreci
ates the strong support for their work from the CALS 
faculty, staff, and administration.

Benedict-Augustine grew up in Horseheads. N.Y, and has 
agricultural roots in her family tree. Her husband, John, is 
a native of Watkins Glen. N.Y, and together they have three 
children. Katy, Tony, and Joey.

Rkardo Irirarry 00 of San Juan. PR. is In his first 
year al C.xnefl Vrterinary School and Is "destlixxl 
to become a kxigbme n-sklent of Ithaca"
Erika K. Jones 00 .4 Medford. Mass. is a Ub 
teclinician al Massachusetts General Hos|4tal and 
assisted m conx-a transplants in rablxts Six- also 
recently moved to th.- Boston area
Carrie Ku/nuui '00 ol Ithaca, N Y, works as a tech
nician for Quality Milk Pr.xixXI.xi Services and 
lias applied to vrterinary sclxxil
Ben I add 90 Of Denvo; Coto, w<xks as an analyst lor 
(irein Manning & Bench and has pfafty <4 time to fish 
aixlskl ki Jariuary hewasniarrt«llnMern|4iis 

RHx-.ui AI Ink 90.4 Pruxrtixi, N J. Is taking a year 
<4f before ent.-ring gr.xluate. x vrt.rinary schixil 
(liris Incas 00 <4 North Provid*-rK <-. R.I, enjoys 
anything in the outdoors including hiking, camp
ing. and <y< ling, akxig witli meeting ix-w |x-o|*• 
SeveretK-r M. MacEauglilln '00 <4 Bryan. Texas, Is 
working on his MS arxIPtiD In reprrxlixlive phys- 
lology at lexas AAM University aixl is involvixl 
with alumni activities tlirough tlx- ( «ix-ll Men's 
Polo Team
Flizalx-th Moffatt '00 <4 Sandy Hook, Conn, is a 
project leader for Cadbury Beverages devi-loplng 
Ix-verages around tlx- work! and is Involved with 
Fairfield County Cornell Alumni
Kaitwrine Procopio *00 <4 Camp HUI. Pa, is a mar
keting c.xxdinat.x lor URS (.xjxxatxxi Group 
(.xisuitanls
Mattfx-w J Ranaey 00 of H-xxXulu. Hawaii, is the 
cofounder of P.xxi Pacific land Manager!x-nt. 11£„ 
a land managnrxmt company which contra<1s <«X 
I<xiservati.xi services such as plant |xo)>agalxxi 
restoration, and ungulate control and fencing. He 
is also a inemlx-r of tlx? Corneil Club <4 Hawaii
Keith Romero '00 of Ronkonkoma. N.Y, is work
ing and traveling in New Zealand for a year
Priyii Shanna 90 <4 Boston. Mass, Is attending 
Boston University Sdnoi <4 Pulib. Ifc-alth kx an MPH 
degreeandisamemlxT<4theConx4l(1ub<4B«iston 
Nikole Medd '00 <4 Santa Clara. Calif , works for a 
ix>t-for-f>r<4it. The Tech, doing multimedia design 
and welxrelated programming and joined the 
Northern California Alumni Association.

2000-2001
Als Alumni 
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Amanda F. Soule 00 <4 Jersey City. NJ . began 
working tn September in a niaiuig.-m.iit <k*vefop- 
rne.it program with Chase ManJiattan Bank

Katherine R Steen 
'00 of Lawrenceville. 
NJ, is a traveling zoo 
instructor for the 
Staten Lslarxl Zoo and 
Is looking tor a per
manent job

Tnna lee '01 
student writer

The drawings of lhe humanpowered vehicles 
for each decode are by Ithoca artisl
Jim Houghion

Van De Valk Named Director 
of LEAD New York

Lawrence J. Van De Valk '87 MS '89 is 
the new director of LEAD New York 
(The Empire State Food and 

Agricultural Leadership Institute) 
replacing Diane K. Conneman. He will 
be responsible for developing and 
managing the two-year leadership 
development program and related 
programming efforts. Van De Valk is a 
Class VI graduate of the program. He 
has previously served on the ALS 
Alumni Association board of direc
tors, the CALS Dean's Advisory Coun

cil, the Schoharie County Farm Bureau board of directors, 
and the Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of 
Schoharie County's Agriculture Program Committee. Most 
recently he was employed at SUNY Cobleskill as a professor 
in the Agricultural Engineering Technology Department. Van 
De Valk received an A.A.S. in forestry from Paul Smiths 
College in 1985, a B.S. in agricultural and biological engi
neering from Corneil in 1987, and an M.A.T. in education from 
Cornell in 1989.

ALS Admissions Staff Update
Ann Lafave '90 has been promoted to senior associate direc
tor of admissions. In this new role. Lafave will be responsible 
for transfer admissions and helping lead the overall efforts to 
recruit and enroll new undergraduate students.

Bernadette Soto (H.E '98) joined the admissions staff in November 
as an assistant director ol admissions. Soto most recently worked 
for an advertising and marketing firm in Syracuse.

Bryan Nance joined the admissions staff in January as an 
assistant director of admissions. Nance came to Cornell 
from Ithaca College where he was assistant to the director of 
multicultural recruiting. He also has experience recruiting 
students to the University of Delaware



Mother of Nature I
F 1 *lc f’rst female professor at Cornell, Anna Botsford Comstock was a gifted artist, 

compelling lecturer, and a prolific writer inspired by the splendor of nature

T
hey had been married only a few 
years when her husband. John 
Henry Comstock, was laid low 
by an attack of lumbago The 
doctor advised Anna Botsford 
Comstock to |>alnt his back with Iodine. It 
was a temptation she couldn't resist

“His back was so white and smooth 
that, as I dipped my brush in the colorful 
liquid, my artistic instincts were aroused 
and I painted a lake, with a forest on the 
far side reflected in the still waters." .Anna 
wrote in her posthumously published 
autobiography. The Comstocks of Cornell 
“I did not dare tell the patient what I had 
done, but the doctor enjoyed telling 
Harry of the beautiful outcome of his 
lumbago!"

Forty years later Anna—every bit as 
impetuous—would declare that the New 
York Times surely had made a mistake 
On the morning of May 1923 it reported 
that the League of Women voters had 
elected her one of the 12 greatest women 
in America for her contributions to the 
field of natural history. Her gift as an 
artist was what started her down the 
path to becoming the “dean of American 
nature study" and the first woman to 
attain professorial rank at Cornell

Harry had spotted Anna’s artistic tal
ents early on. He was a newly appointed 
assistant professor of entomology at 
Cornell. She was a sophomore, attracting 
a lot of male attention even though she 
had chosen Cornell as a “good place for a 
girl to get an education because the boys 
reputedly didn't pay any attention to the 
college girls." Brought together by a 
shared love of nature, they were fast 
becoming friends when Harry suggested 
she try her hand at drawing insects.

Anna was a natural from the start. Soon 
the Comstocks were married (she had, of 
course, dropped out of school) and was 
teaching herself to be a wood engraver to 
illustrate Harry's first book. An Introduc
tion to Entomology By the time he began 
his second, the ground breaking A 
Manual for the Study of insects. Anna had 

Tiger and Butterfly by 
Anna Botsford Comstock

7. 4

studied at Cooper Union In New York 
City and was putting in 10-hour days 
carving boxwrxid blrxks (or illustrations 
that would appear on nearly every one of 
the txxik's 701 pages.

Her work so exquisitely—and accu
rately—captured the detail and delicacy 
of the specimens (some drawn from the 
microscope) that in 1888 she was initiat
ed into two prestigious professional 
societies: Sigma Xi, the national honor 
society for scientists and engineers, and 
the American Society of Wtxxi Engrav
ers Her engravings were held in such 
high esteem that they would be shown in 
Paris and Berlin, as well as New Orleans 
and Chicago. In 1901, she would win the 
Bronze medal for Illustration at the 
Buffalo Exposition.

Liberty Hyde Bailey appointed her an assistant professor of nature study, 

the first woman given professorial rank. The status didn’t last long.

The appointment was quickly rescinded when members of the 

Board of Trustees deemed it "inappropriate” for a married woman 

to be on the faculty.

Not only did Anna illustrate A Manual 
but she also wrote major portions ol this 
first guide to the names and classifica
tion of insects. It was an Immediate hot 
seller Harry acknowledged her as “junior 
author" and—although It s not specified 
who wrote which sections—critics easily 
distinguish between Anna s “lucid" prose 
and Harry's more “pedantic" style. Her 
career as a scientific writer had begun.

She brought to the task a combination 
of talent, training, and life experience 
unusual for a woman of her day. Anna, an 
only child, was bom in 1854 in a log cabin 
in western New York. Her mother, a 
Quaker (ami wife, had such a passion for 
the beauties of nature that early on she 
instilled in her daughter a sense of won
der toward the world around her. And an 
eye for it. too. As soon as Anna was old 
enough to understand, her mother 
taught her to distinguish among and 
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"fi-.

name 60 wildflowers and a dozen con
stellations At nigiit. my mother “implant
ed In me a love of rhythm and rhyme," 
Anna would write, by soothing her to 
sleep by reciting poetry.

Anna's parents raised her without the 
prejudices of the day that trammeled 
women. encixiraged her to be a 'free
thinker," and sent her to excellent sctxxils 
She came to Cornel) to study modem lan
guages and literature when she ran into 
Harry and found what every woman scien
tist before aixl since has needed: a sup
portive husband. Historian of science 
Marcia Myers Bonta described their rela
tionship as a true partnership in which they 
“each lielped the otlier succeed in whatev
er they wanted to do, whether it was writ
ing, teaching, lecturing, or illustrating "

The deep agricultural depression that 
engulfed New York in the 1890s would 
change the course of Anna's life forever. 
Liberty Hyde Bailey, the head of the 
Department of Horticulture, believed 
that the avant-garde Nature Study 
Movement would stem the flight of 
young people off the farm He needed a 
skilled writer to author Instructional 
leaflets (or public school teachers. And 
he needed a skilled field scientist who 
could excite others about the natural 
world to teach about animals in the sum
mer Nature Study School. In Anna he 
found both.

She began to teach during the summer 
of 1899, entailing two 
full days of insect life 
study a week—lec
turing. leading field 
trips, and con
ducting labo
ratory work 
for tile 100 
students.

Moth on a Moonlit Night by Anna Bobfotd Com;

The next year she taught her first 
Cornell undergraduates and would con
tinue teaching full-time in the Nature 
Study Department until 1922 Even after 
her retirement, she lectured in the sum
mer session until two just weeks before 
her death from cancer at the age of 75.

Anna was only in her nild-40s when her 
reputation as a compelling lecturer had 
spread fast She espoused the revolution
ary Idea that not only should peop*- 
know the names of plants anti animals 
but also how they behave Anri she saw
studying nature as an aesthetic experi
ence, one that encouraged an "opening of 
the eyes to the individuality, the ingenu
ity, the personality of each of tlie unno
ticed life-forms around us." In addition to 
being a regular at Chautauqua, she 
taught at Stanford University. Teachers 
College of Columbia. University of 
California, and University of Virginia.

And she kept on writing. The finely 
detailed observations that appeared in 
Ways of the Six-Fooled (studies on insect 
behavior) further confirmed her skills as a 
field scientist. She also wrote books for 
children, including The Pel Book, a guide 
for canng for pets from dogs and cats to 
alligators and porcupines. It was the first 
of its kind and her motivation, she wrote, 
was to make “the lives of all sorts of pets 
liappier." She also churned out articles for 
children s magazines and Compton s Young 
People 's Encyclopedia In these works she 
insisted the materials be “romantic, poet
ic, artistic, and anthropomorphic" so as to 
nurture childrens interest in nature

At the age of 65 she assumed editorship 
of the Nature Study Review, to which she 
had regularly contributed articles since its 
founding in 1905. The Nature Study 
Society, which founded the journal, held its 

meetings concurrently with those of the 
American Association for tlie Advance
ment of Science. The Comstocks were 
equally avid attenders.

From the time they were first married in 
1878, Anna—by all accounts a beauty— 
was expected to carry out tlie consider
able sotJal obligations of a faculty wife 
The author of die 1915 Cornell Women s 
Review describes her as having a social 
grace and radiant personality that time 
did not age. "Her shining eyes sparkled 
with humor and interest, or softened with 
sympathy, and there was an illusive, spir
itual light about her presence "

Childless, the generous and congenial 
Comstocks took into their home hundreds 
of students, many of whom were p<x>r farm 
kids working their way through college



ck

In her official autobiography she never 
complains about the competing demands 
of her home and professional life except 
to bemoan that her writing time suffers 
from “a thousand interfering activities.” In 
her romance novel, Confessions to a 
Heathen Idol, she lets her hair down. 
Fearing it would be “scandalous for a sd- 
enUfic woman to write a novel." the first 
edition ot the book, written while lighting 
a bout of insomnia, was published under 
the nom de plume Marian Lee. (She was 
quickly found out and the second edition 
bore her own name.)

The first-person narrator is a wood carv
er whose chief fault, she writes, is “that 1 
give too much of my life away, and to too 
many people I suspect. 1 often feel as if I 
were a sort of social lunchcounter, always 
so crowded that no one ever gets a square 
meal from it.” Nature is the protagonist's 
refuge to whom. "1 must give myself to her 
without any reservations if I would experi
ence the blessing of her companionship. 
Nature is no moralist: she does not care 
whether 1 am good or bad; all she asks is 
that I be happy and sympathetic."

While the editors at Doubleday. Page, 
and Company accepted the manuscript 
within a day, the men in charge of Cornell 
had a tougher time recognizing Anna’s 
skills. When Bailey first proposed she 
teach, she was considered his assistant 
for a year, then he appointed her an 
assistant professor of nature study in 
1898, the first woman given professorial 
rank. The status didn't last long. The 
appointment was rescinded a year later 
and she was demoted to lecturer when 
members of the Board of Trustees 
deemed It “inappropriate” for a married 
woman to be on the faculty. She would 
teach for 13 more years, and her 
Handbook of Nature Study would have 
been selling like hotcakes for two. before 
she was reinstated to the faculty.

Anna was made full professor in 1919, 
the same year that women finally 
received the vote. Suffrage was a cause 
she believed in but didn’t actively fight 
for because, she said, “I had been using 
all my strength to fight narrowness, prej
udice. and injustice in the curriculum of 
the common schools, and 1 was weary 
with fighting.”

In 1922, alumni of the college, both men 
and women, believed Anna was the only 
woman who stood a chance of being elect
ed as alumni trustee (she had received her 
B5. in 1885). Against her better judgment 
she was persuaded to run and was nar
rowly defeated by the “rigorous opposh

Nature Bible Was Cornell Press’s All-Time Best Seller

H
arry was dead set against it "He said the book would never pay for the printing." wrote Anna Botsford Comstock of 
her idea to draw together into one volume seven years worth of lessons she had written for her correspondence 
course In Home Nature Study. So far more than 200,000 copies have been sold and it's still going strong. Amazon.com 
gives the scxalled Nature Bible a five-star rating. You too can own it, in paper, for just $24.95.

More than 900 |>ages. Handbook of Nature Study, first published in 1911, was a revolutionary book. Instead of teaching peo
ple only the names of plants, animals, and the stars and clouds above—as was the convention of the day—the 232 meticu
lously planned lessons aimed to encourage observation and investigation, to give the child an “outlook" over all forms of 
life and their relations to one another by "Ireginning with any plant or creature which chances to interest the pupil.”

The book has been revised twice and reprinted many times. Before Anna died in 1930, it had been translated into eight lan
guages and sold in North and South America. Asia, and Europe. And today it is the Cornell University Press s longest in-print 
title—still as appealing, with poetry and stories juxtaposed with scientifically accurate descriptions, as the day it was written.

“If one is looking for accurate, clear, easy-to-read, and interesting accounts of common living things, this book is still a 
leader in the field," writes Verne Rockcastle, professor emeritus of science and environmental education, who authored 
the introduction to the current edition. “If 1 were limited to only one book on natural history. I think this would be it!"

Books by Anno Botsford Comstock
1897 Insect Life, coauthored with John Henry Comstock

Metta Winter

tion of a small but determined group of 
men." She ran and lost again in 1923, the 
same year she was recognized by the 
League of Women Maters. And although 
she professed to be “relieved,” she also 
wrote that she was “indignant that the 
men were so unfair toward women." 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges treated 
her far better, having appointed her a 
trustee back in 1903.When Anna Botsford 
Comstock died in 1930, the editors of 
Nature magazine wrote that she “inspired 
probably more men and women of 
courage and intellect to pioneer in a new 
field than any other person." Her long
time colleague Uberty Hyde Bailey took 
the broader view. “She leaves a fragrant 
memory of high achievement, noble serv
ice, unselfish cooperation, constructive 
counsel, inspired teaching, loving kind
ness. and unforgettable companionship.”

’The mortal who has never enpyed a speaking some individual tree is io be pitied ’ Anna wrote in
Trees al leisure, "for such an acquaintance, once eswffsbed, naturally ripens into a friendliness that brings serene comfort to 
the humon heart, whatever the heart of the tree may or may not experience ’

Ways of the Six-Fooled

How to Know the Butterflies, coauthored with John Henry Comstock 

How to Keep Bees

Confessions to a Heathen Idol

Handbook of Nature Study

The Pet Book

Trees at Leisure
Nature Notebook Series
(with outline drawings by Louis Agassiz Fuertes)

Amazon.com
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Changing Times

How often have we heard the cliche, "changing times”? But in reality there 
are few tilings as inevitable as change. This has proven true for the col
lege and the ALS Alumni Association since my tenure as association pres

ident. First we welcomed a new dean. Susan Henry, who was appointed the 
Ronald P. Lynch Dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences in July 2000, 
and then Dick Church, the director of alumni affairs, retired at the end of last year 
Indeed, there are few challenges that match those produced by changes in key 
leadersliip positions.

While it took some time to digest, your alumni association has embraced these and other staffing changes 
without missing a beat We are excited at the opportunity to work with Susan Henry and, while we will sore
ly miss Dick Church, his leadership over the years has ensured tliat the association is well positioned for the 
transition Dick, by the way. will be working part-time in alumni affairs and development for the college—so 
much for retirement!

Other changes are in the works: for example, the Department of Agricultural, Resource, and Managerial 
Economics (ARME) has changed its name to the Department of Applied Economics and Management (AEM), 
and new building construction continues, including new freshman dorms on north campus

I invite you to see for yourself. Opportunities await during the ALS Alumni Association’s oixampus events 
held periodically throughout the year The next event is our annua) Reunion Breakfast on June 9, 2001 A 
registration form is on page 12 in this issue of ALS News You should not miss the opportunity to be engaged 
by Dean Susan Henry and to visit with CALS alumni and staff. There are very few institutions or organiza
tions tliat generate the magnitude of enthusiasm and dedication as that found at Cornel) 1 can guarantee 
that you will come away reinvigorated

I look forward to seeing you on campus!

Geoffrey C Yales MS '77, ALS Alumni Association President
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Financial Statement
July 1, 199910June 30, 2000

M. hHr US

Abmm Asjo,«*«i d lhe Ccfcge d AgrcrAxn and Ufa Sc>enr« 
Statement ol R»renues. bions® and Fund Bdonces

REVENUES lAcaual system started m 1992-93)
Membership Duos

Twoyear (hetudre prorated dues from 98-9?)
F.xryeor (Includes prorated dues from 98-99)

$27,18650
6,788 50

Ufa 11,77700
Alumni Associate*- SponKrcd Programs /CcJego Support 32,322 27
Me Stephen Pnnfc 1 50500
)dian Carte* Memcnd F und far Ambosradors 3.60000
Rermtunements 871 40
Ufa Member longfamr Imestnvsnl Pool Fund Interest 8.998 00
Ifa Member SFcrtfarm bneslmenl Pod Fund Interest 7,15500
Ufa Member long farm Investment Pod Find »2 13600
Mxefcncous 50700
Diploma Hotder/Ccmpusite 3,27033
Carryover 1.419 20

fata/Revenues $105,536.20

W
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GaAf Caron 72
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■nr* 5 AnBmaa 71
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EXPENSES
Al«nn> Association Sponsored Programs—campus 4 rogionol
Alumn Dtslncr Program Membership/Mateool Support
Bocuds/Commiltees/'Ccrfererices/Trcnd
Vic Stephen Prints
Student Awards /Ambassador Support
A1S News
Ufa Memberships—Transferred to Ufa Member Reserve Fund
Mrscetoneaus
SUNY and CU Alumni Ferfcvation Dues/Trorel
Ufa Member Interest-Supported Programs (Alumni Career Unk. Open House) 
life Member Interest—Freshman Scholarships
Diploma Hobcr/Compasile
Mwnbership Benefits____________________________________

fo*d Expenditure)
YeorEnd Balance

SUMMARY Of ASSETS (As ol June 30 2000)
Charter Ufa Merrfaer Endowment (longterm mesteiecr ped)
Operating Account (Prorated dues far future yea use plus composite) 
life Member Reserve Accoirt (Shortterm investment pod)

aCharter tile manlier miormrt market «Ae $249,762 ftmopcT a pc*»sxi 
tAVned $20,000 bom Cfaercteg Acrxxxr b SIP b beer aamJ balance 
cRmene Accazr nekdes 1986-2000 Un mambrxships

fatal Assets

39,69607
16,16770
12,422 56

470 33 
3,40686 
8061 00 
8,00000 

81343 
1,42051 
2,00000 
8,00000 

525 84 
1.499 46 

$Vo2,483 78

$3,05242

10000000°
6.21941°

121,266 00c

$22748541

John Whefetan 68. Char. Audi Ccrnntee James Mackerel 70 hnsrrei
k auhteon b Ac- AIS Abm Avuoaten fie Cohge rdXgnaAxv ond Ide Saences erffjab ahmn pur/rrm 
and artheos hough hr Ofhce of Munn Mbn

Ag Society Award

Receiving the NYS Agricultural Society's Distinguished Service Citation 
is apple grower George Lamont '57 (center) of Albion, N.Y. Pictured 
with nim are Kevin Murphy (left), Ag. Society president, and Ken 
Pollard '58, long-time friend and director of the society

f K if

1 ’f i
rLVVMA - '■ r i r v/ -rair r T
"VST

Dean Susan A Henry visited Marshall Farms USA in North Rose, N Y, 
this past October Pictured with the dean are the many Cornellions 
who are employees of the farm Pictured k: Arthur Chapin '80, 
Todd Marshall '93, Mike Riley '87, CALS assistant dean for public 
affairs; Scott Marshall '91, Andrew Seiling '82, Gaiy Marshall '64 
Kent Marshall DVM '76; and Roberta Scipioni '74, DVM '79, MS '82



Join Us for Reunion 
Breakfast on June 9,2001!

FKdo by
CLASS OF '50 CELEBRATES: Penny (Ruth) Dymes Jones '50 and her 
husband John W Jones (Eng 47). of Lynchburg, Va . en|oy Reunion 
Breakfast in the Trillium dming hall lost year Penny was portal oi large 
contingent of the Class of '50 who were celebrating their 50th Reumon

Reunion Breakfast for CALS alumni and friends will take place on 
Saturday. June 9, 2001. As last year, the breakfast will be held in 
Trillium dining luill in Kennedy Hall. Doors open at 700 am with 

the program beginning at 7:30 a.m
ALS Alumni Association President Geoff Yates MS 77 will preside 

over the morning's festivities as we recognize our retiring faculty and 
receive the annual report of the ALS Alumni Association.

Space is always limited at this popular event, so be sure to get your 
registration in early! We look forward to seeing you there!

Faculty retirees to be recognized this year:
Peter J Bruns—Molecular Biology and Genetics

Robert G Mower '56. MS '59. PhD '61 —Horticulture 
Richard W. Robinson PhD '62—Horticultural Science-Geneva 

Joseph B Sieczko MS '73—Horticulture 
Lam Sue Stephenson—Nutritional Sciences 

Kenneth A Strike—Education
Joseph M Stycos—Rural Sociology
Erik Thorbecke—Nutritional Sciences 

Leonard D. Topoleski—Horticulture

Registrations are due by Friday, June 1, 2001

Registration Form
J Registrations ore recorded on a firstcome, firsHerved basis
J Please note thai you' registration is not complete until the breakfast fee is paid J 

J Registrations should be received no later than Friday, June 1, 2001. ! 

| A nome log will be given to each registered guest upon arrrvol at breakfast I 

I $14.00 for members of the ALS Alumni Association and their guests.! 
*i $ 16 00 for norrmembers

Reatstroiions cxe recorded on a fiisKome, HrsKerved basis
— ° .1 . ____ I-.- .—..I d.-. k.

iX'lW «■

K Trtof

Address

C-«y

SWM

Telephone

Reunion Yeo'

Nome___ _________________
fftw oocfy « *> oppeor on name Bgl

Clow Year/Mojor

Membership Expiration Dole

□ VISA

Account •

IC IMIS

Please make your check payable to the AIS Alumm Associate or pay w*

3 MasterCoid □ Discover Card

ALSAkX Awooaton Cornel Uwenrfy. 276 Roberts Haljhoco.NY 148535905.I

Fax 607 254 4690 Mult be received no later than June 1, 2001. i

Number of Regisironons 

fowl Amount Enclosed $

Elation Date 

Signature of Cardholder
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and Erie Counties
Karl Baker '62, DVM 
'64, director for 
Niagara and Erie 
counties (District #20) 
meets with his leader 
ship team on October 
I /th al the Shimshock 
Restaurant in Sanborn, 
N.Y Pictured k: 
Baker, Jim Bittner '80, 
Bill Rolland ’61, and 
Meg Goodrich '90.

i <u<« »; 
C CteMl?

Columbia and Dutchess Counties
The district leadership team from 
Columbia, Dutchess, and 
Greene counties (District #6) 
meet at the Blue Stores 
Restaurant in Hudson, N.Y.. to 
plan upcoming events Seated 
Mark Twentyman '73, standing 
in first row, l-r Emil Krizor '51, 
Leighann Sullivan '98, and 
Paul Poplock ’64, back row l-r 
Dove Tetor 65, district director 
Jim Mackerer '70, and 
Phil Gellert '58
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ALS Alumni Create 
the Future
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As my last semester is in full-swing, I would like to reflect on my involvement with 
the ALS Alumni Association, my years at Cornell, and the students I represent 

In the Alumni Association.
From my Biology 101 lab to my Communication 301 final exam, I have found 

myself enrolled in an incredible college and university. I may not have spent enough 
time meeting professors during office hours or studying for certain exams, but I have 
spent my time well by being involved with the ALS student body. Each and every 
organization—from the ALS Ambassadors to the Alumni Association—has fur
thered my knowledge of my peers, of the world in which we live, and of myself

I have met many Cornell alumni through the ALS Alumni Association and have 
realized tliat there are more Cornell alums than 1 would have ever imagined. They 
are making an impact on our lives in all areas of the globe Alumni help ALS students 
in many ways, including offering summer internships and being career mentors.

It is important for students to realize the wealth of information and support avail
able from the ALS Alumni Association Students need to seize the opportunity to 
become a member and leam about the benefits offered by the Alumni Association 
For one thing, it s free! The free two-year membership offered to graduating seniors 
gives them time to take the Alumni Association out for a test drive. They can get to 
know the alumni in their area, enjoy recreational activities, and become informed 
and active in events back on campus. Graduates who become active members in 
the ALS Alumni Association help future students realize their goals. The results are 
rewarding to both students and alumni.

In my other columns I have written about outstanding student leaders within the 
college. I believe every student has something unique to offer to our world com
munity. 1 have become more aware of the diversity of student leaders on campus 
this past year and am honored to be in the presence of so many outstanding lead
ers and innovative thinkers. Those students who have taken the extra time and 
effort to become involved in extracurricular activities have discovered what I 
would consider the real education that Cornell has to offer. Students have been 
known to forget what they learned in Introductory Statistics, but not many will for
get the lessons learned through involvement with a student organization

Those of you who know me well are aware of my inter
est in politics, so it seems appropriate that 1 quote our 
current president in closing. As President George W. Bush 
said to John McCain during Campaign 2000, "I think we 
agree, the past is over.” My years at Cornell are drawing 
to a close, but I will not consider them "over.” The Cornell 
education that we have all achieved gives us our ticket, 
but we decide the destination. In the words of Victor 
Hugo, “There is nothing like dreams to create the future."

Leah Hurlgen '01

Display Your Diploma Proudly

51
International 
alumni will be 
listed in the 
August 200)

Pregame Dinner
Fted Ftank '79 of 
Dr. Konstantin 
Frank Wine 
Cellars in 
Hammondsport.
N.Y. with nis 
wife, Moryclotre, 
serve wine Io 
alumni from 
Tompkins and 
Cortland counties 
at a pregame 
dinner before the 
Cornell/Colgate hockey game Pictured with the Franks are Bob 
Baker '43 of Ithaca. N.Y . and his wife, Jackie The event was organ
ized bv Bernice Potter-Mosier '82 of District # 14 (Cortland and 
Tompkins counties). Frank is director for District #18 (Allegany and 
Steuben counties) 

The ALS Alumni Association Is 
proud to present this distinctive 
artwork of nationally known artist Robin 

Lauersdorf.
Carefully researched and meticu

lously drawn, this highly detailed pencil 
drawing of Cornell University captures 
the historic significance and the unique 
beauty of our campus. It depicts 
Goldwin Smith Hall. Bailey Auditorium. 
Willard Straight Hall. McGraw Tower, 
Uris Library. Beebe Lake Falls. Sage 
Chapel, and the Ezra Cornell Statue.

The artwork Is

• reproduced on the finest quality, acid- 
free, 100 percent rag museum paper

• framed with museum-quality mats and
a mahogany frame

• unconditionally guaranteed

Partial proceeds will provide endow
ment funds for scholarship aid for ALS 
students and support other student and 
alumni prefects.

The artwork is available in two forms: 
a 19" x 25" limited edition signed and
numbered print, limited to 500 prints, and a 14" x 19” print Both sizes are available 
framed and unframed. The smaller print has also been uniquely framed as a diploma 
holder.

Consider these benefits of our diploma holder

Framed Diploma Holder—$169

• a great college remembrance

• an excellent way to protect, preserve, and display your diploma

• the perfect birthday or graduation gift

• made to easily insert your own diploma so there is no need to send it

To receive a full-color brochure or to place an order please call 
Cornell Alumni Artwork

1-800-336-5923



Dead Habitats 
Come Back to 
Life

Cornell University
AJunuii Affairs aixl Development
College .4 Agriculture and Ute Sciences 
276 Rolierts Hall
Ithaca. New York 14X53-5905

Take Cornell 
Courses on Your 
Home Computer Dated Material

April 2001

Street Trees 
Have a Tough 
Time

Anna Comstock 
Was Mother of 
Nature Study□ Reunion Breakfast 

Registration Form

May 1
Join olumm from Cattaraugus and Chautauqua 
counties for dinner al Webb's Captains Table 
in Mayville, NY. A local agribusiness employ 
er will discuss the opportunities for CAIS 
graduates in western New York Contact 
district director Peter Borzillen 71 ot 
(7161 672-4059 or al pborziliOnefsync nel

May 14
Dean/AJumm Ge*Together for Tompkins ond 
Cortland counties For details, contact district 
director Bernice Potter Mosier '82 ot 
(607) 756-5010

May 17
CAIS olumm event for Orange, Sullivan, and 
Ulster counties with entomologist linda Payor 
For details, contact district director Tyler Etzel 
Jr 78 at (845) 774 8986 or 
oces@worwick nel

May 22
Senior /Grad BBQ on the Ag Quad for all 
graduating CAIS seniors and graduate 
students For details, contact Tim Oonl m the 
AIS Alumni Affairs Office al (607) 255 7651 
or I|o7©cornell edu

May 28
Commencement

June 7-10
Reunion Weekend

June 9
AIS Alumni Association Reunion Breakfast 
and Annual Meeting. Trillium dinmq facility 
Kennedy Holl See details and 
reservation form on page 12.
July 29
Family picnic for CAIS olumm m Tompkins 
and Cortland counties Contact district 
director Bernice PotterMosler 82 at 
(607)7565010

August 5-8
Dean Susan Henry welcomes the Northern
Nut Growers Association to compus for then

Contact Jerry Henfan at 
(914) 423-7458 for more information

September 14
Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet 
Statler Ballroom, Statler Hotel

Dean's Holiday Reception

Dean Susan Henry talks with Marlene 
Fogarty '88 and Mary Ellen Fogarty 
Donovan '89 during the Dean's Holiday 
Reception at the Cornell Club of New 
York The event was coordinated by 
district directors Lourey Moqil 76 ond 
Joe Moran '91
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