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751130-C.TOR1 

TO: R. S. Stevens 

FROM: John K. Rankin 

 

  Lawrence, Ks., 11/30th 1875 

Hon. R. S. Stevens 

 Hannibal, Mo. 

  Dear Sir:- 

 

   I wish to call your attention to the 

extension of the Carbondale R. R. southwest from Carbondale. 

 

 They are grading the road now from Carbondale to Osage City 15 miles.  

They propose to grade and tie to that point, and have the Means to do it 

that distance.  They propose to do the same thing from Osage City to Emporia 

Via Arvonia and the old Marias des Cygnes route.  From Emporia they have 

franchises sufficient to grade and tie to Arkansas City at the State line.  

So that all that is required to secure the control of the best cattle and 

general Freight road in Kansas is the ironing of the road. 

 

 Usher and Sam Fry Estate with a Mr. Hawley own the road from here to 

Carbondale.  The Fry Estate would trade their interest for land at 1/4 of 

its real value, and Hawley I think would close out at a great sacrifice.  

They are both hard up. 

 

 We are going ahead with the road any how, but it seems to me you 

might have some interest as to where the road should own in Osage County, 

and that you Co. might find it to their interest to secure this as an 

extension of their road. 

 

 You can make running rates over the W. C. R. Ft. S. & Gulf to Olathe 

and P. Hill to this City.  You would have to run but about 5 miles further 

than the K. P. or the A. T. & S. F., and would at once make it available, 

and as it is a forgone conclusion that the Freight at least for St. Louis, 

is and must continue to branch off here, you will eventually have to come 

here before long. 

 

 We would be glad to hear from you. 

   Yours Truly, 

                                                           
1FROM:  Book of letters to R.S.S., July 1875 to April 1876. 
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    John K. Rankin 

 


