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751111-D.LTR1 

TO: William Bond 

FROM: R. S. Stevens 

 

  11/11th, 1875 

William Bond, Esq. 

Receiver,  M. K. and T. R.R. 

 

 Dear Sir:- 

 

  This is the first instance in which I have addressed you 

officially, in regard to any matters connected with our respective 

companies, and do so now only because I desire the matter should be brought 

to your personal notice, and that you have cognisance thereof.  It is this — 

viz — some weeks ago, when Mr. Courtright and self were in Kansas City, I 

received a telegram sent by Messrs. Arthur and Howe, stating that a company 

in Kansas City were about building a large elevator, and would purchase 

lumber therefor, either in Saint Louis or Hannibal, and requested that we 

should not make any cut rate. 

 

 I replied that Mr. Courtright would be instructed in accordance with 

their wishes.  Some little time thereafter Mr. Lightshaw, representing the 

elevator company, appeared in this City, and made quite extensive purchases 

of lumber from different dealers, and then left for Saint Louis, stating 

previously, however, that none of the lumber was to be shipped until they 

heard from him.  In a day or two he gave instructions that it should be 

shipped over the M. K. & T. Ry. to Moberly, thence to Kansas City via the 

St. L., K. C. and N. R.R. 

 

 Some of the dealers, whose yards were along side our tracks, 

expressed a preference to ship over the "H. and St. Joe."  He insisted that 

it must go the other way. 

 

 I am to day informed, that quite a number of freight cars were 

received here a few days ago over the M. K. & T. Ry. for the purpose of 

being loaded with this lumber, and instructions were given by Mr. Lightshaw 

to the shipper to load twelve thousand feet of rough lumber on such cars, 

saying he was authorized thus to load by the contracting party of the M. K. 

                                                           
1FROM:  Letter Book, "FROM R.S.S. — 1875-76." 



Page 2 of 751111-D.LTR 
 

and T. R.R.  Dealers to day who are loading this lumber tell me the load 

upon each car will run from twenty six to thirty thousand pounds. 

 

 In my judgement, not to exceed ten tons should be loaded in any car, 

except when absolutely necessary, it being impossible to divide the load, 

yet we have been compelled to fix twenty four thousand pounds as the maximum 

load, that figure being named by Chicago lines. 

 

 The overloading of a car is of course equivalent to the cutting of 

rates.  While we have endeavored to keep rates at a paying figure, there 

seems little hope of being able so to do if this overloading of cars is to 

be allowed. 

 

 Knowing your theory so well, and, that you would not sanction the 

cutting of rates for the mere purpose of stealing business from another Road 

when that business would not return any profit, I am confident you cannot be 

cognizant of this and similar transactions, and hence advise you thereof, 

not for the purpose of making any complaint or fault finding. 

 

 This Company can take lumber to Kansas City as cheap as any other, 

but would prefer a portion of the business at fair rate, rather than the 

whole of it at a loss, and are quite willing that other Companies should 

adopt and carry out the same theory. 

 

 I doubt if you will have any inclination to read this letter through 

as you are averse to long stories, but it could not be well told shorter. 

 

   Yours respectfully, 

    R. S. Stevens 

     G.M. 

 


