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751025-A.LTR1 

TO: B. F. Carver 

FROM: R. S. Stevens 

 

Oct. 25, 1875 

B. F. Carver, Esq., M.D. 

 N. Y. City 

  Dear Sir:- 

 

   As stated in former letter, Mr. 

Courtwright went to Chicago last week for the purpose of perfecting some 

arrangements with the C. B. & Q. for restoring to us the trade diverted to 

the Iowa Line via Burlington.  Mr. Harris and self had previously agreed on 

principle — our two Gen. Fght. Agents were to fix details.  Saturday P.M. 

telegraphed me "details all arranged on most satisfactory basis, and very 

beneficial to H. & St. Joe.".  This secured to us all the K. City business 

and divided or pools, Atchison & St. Joe. 

 

 On Saturday we moved Eastward, cars are as follows- 

     70 cars stock 
     12 California freight 
     26 Minerals 
    108 Cars 

 Same day west  108 
     25 Loaded 
    133 
 
 On Sunday - East   79 loaded cars 
  "   "      West   75   "     " 
  Total =  154 
 
 Same day we moved 83 empties, total no. cars handled in two days 370. 

 

 This, you see, looks like business.  But tis impossible to maintain 

an effective organization to secure discipline, or get my orders obeyed 

freely, unless the N.Y. Office cares to give orders except through whoever 

is at the "head" here.  I am met every day and in every Dept. by the theory 

that "Mr. Carver appt'd this one or that one," that "Mr. Carver has said so 

and so" or that "Mr. Carver has promised or agreed to settle so and so."  I 

know full well this is all untrue — not many believe it and many are 

expecting a new deal and a re-instatement of employees on old basis after 

election. 
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 You can have no idea of the manner in which accounts have been kept, 

and are now in.  No living man can face them.  Rec'ts for money, are given 

and taken (or have been) not dated, nothing on their face to show on what 

acct. money was paid.  Last week I asked for statement of money put in Co.'s 

coal mine.  Auditor said, "That acct was kept in Treasurer's office by order 

of Mr. Morse."  The ?Acct was then called upon, but no statement came.  This 

morning he tells me the cost is about $23,000 but cannot give me items of 

expenditure as one voucher for several thousand dollars <Line unreadable>!  

This voucher it seems has been in office a long time without being entered! 

 

 Jobson is now claiming an investment of about $2,000 in the mine of 

his own money, & quit at same moment his itemized account of expenditures as 

paid by Co. disappears!  I find coal mine under date July 20 (as per entry 

on books) as credited with $2,000 paid by Jobson.  Yet he told me in August 

he never paid a dollar. 

 

 So it goes.  All these matters and more are reported by someone in 

office, hence these articles in Chicago Times and elsewhere.  Lathrop is 

still asserting he will be Receiver in a short time.  From all the above you 

now have some idea what it is he wants, and the importance of a changed 

organization. 

   Truly yours, 

    R. S. Stevens 

     General Manager 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
1FROM:  Letter Book, "FROM R.S.S. — 1875-1876." 


