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     1 FROM:  Book of letters to R.S.S., July 1875 to April 1876. 

TO: R. S. Stevens 

FROM: Robert Spurgin 

 

 Pullman's Palace Car Company 

 GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 

 Chicago, August 11th, 187 5 

R. S. Stevens, Esq. 

 Genl. Mangr., H. & St. J. R. R. 

  Hannibal, Mo. 

Dear Sir:- 

 

 Your letter to Col. Welch in regard to obtaining the services of a phonographic secretary was handed to me for 

reply as requested. 

 

 I regarded your letter as being very opportune as I have been looking for such a position as your offer for a 

shorthand friend of mine in New Castle, West Chester Co., New York who, I think would fill your requirements nicely; and I 

have accordingly written today requesting him to address you a letter at once.  My friend (Mr. W. K. Smalley) is an unmarried 

man of perhaps 27 years of age, is a man of good address and first class habits and possesses good intellectual qualifications 

for the position of private secretary.  His phonographic speed is at least 150 words per minute which is ample for all ordinary 

purposes; I think however he can exceed that speed.  Of his penmanship you will be able to judge when you see his letter.  

While I do not call it fine I think it is both legible and neat, which cannot be said of the writing of the majority of phonographers. 

 Mr. Smalley has had two years practical experience in the East as a reporter of medical lectures, a good school of training.  

While he has not had railroad experience I am satisfied he would soon learn the routine and other duties of your office if 

engaged. 

 

 Mr. S.'s intention was if he had not obtained a position in the East by the last of this month, to come West, but, if 

after you hear from him you think you would like to have an interview with him, he could no doubt arrange to come on at once 

without seriously interfering with his plans.  He can no doubt furnish satisfactory recommendations from former employers and 

I would be exceedingly pleased to have you give him a trial, feeling assured that you will like him.  I think the issue of salary 

could be easily settled.  I remain, 

   Very respectfully, 
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    Robt. Spurgin 

     Secy. to Col. Welch 

 

 

 


