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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E

Missing McClintock

SHED SOME LIGHT: This humble structure 
played witness to history: Nobel Prize
w inning plant geneticist Barbara McClintock 
’23, PhD '27, conducted research in it as a 
grad student. Located next to the Pounder 
Vegetable Garden in the Botanic Gardens, 
the small building— now known as the 
McClintock Shed— bears a plaque in her 
honor. In recent years, it  gained an  artistic 
tribute to the famed scientist. As part o f the 
capstone project for his horticulture minor, 
David Zakalik IS  crafted an impressionistic 

likeness in driftwood he 
lakes.

Regarding 
the March/April 

2017 article "More than 
Meets the Eye": We loved it.

We did more research and came up from 
New Jersey to track down the locations (left 
the tunnel out!). What fun. We have spent 
much time on this great campus over the 
years, but these were all surprises.

We could not find the driftwood ver
sion of Barbara McClintock '23, PhD '27, 
on the shed. We spent time asking and 
exploring, but could not find it. Any ideas?

DRS. STEPHEN '63 AND 
JOAN ELSTEIN ROGOW '65 

FLEMINGTON, NJ

From the editors: There were concerns 
that the sculpture of Barbara McClintock 
was too delicate to be left outside, so it 
has been moved to the main hallway in 
the Plant Science Building (see above).

Page Proof
I seem increasingly to be looking forward 
to reading Cornell Alumni Magazine pret
ty much cover to cover. And I have been 
wondering why. My undergrad years were 
marked more by external events than mak
ing full use of the opportunities on cam
pus. The war in Vietnam, dealing with the 
draft, the Kent State shootings, marching 
in Washington, and the Willard Straight

occupation all seemed to dominate my un
dergraduate life more than what was being 
offered academically. Sometimes I regret 
that a bit, but overall I wouldn't change 
anything. I love that Cornell provided me 
with the opportunity to form my lifelong 
values and goals while being in such a 
wonderful academic, athletic, and artistic 
surrounding.

So, what about my bi-monthly encoun
ter with CAM? I appreciate and embrace 
its portrayal of life on campus, the aca
demic achievements, and the unwavering 
dedication to equal educational opportuni
ty. It's not just nostalgia, although I have 
plenty of that. Rather, I think that CAM 
reinforces the central role that Cornell 
University has played in shaping my life. I 
am proud and thankful to be a Cornellian, 
and I dearly appreciate the reminder of 
this when CAM arrives.

FRED CHANANIA '70
WEST NEWBURY, MA

On Diversity
In the May/June issue, President Martha 
Pollack expressed a strong commitment to 
Cornell's tradition of diversity. She noted 
that "better solutions to challenging prob
lems are achieved when multiple perspec
tives are brought to bear," and she pledged 
that, "On my watch we will continue to 
honor and support the rights of people of 
all backgrounds and perspectives to be a 
part of Cornell." In the same issue, Olivia 
Corn T9 made clear that in her experi
ence some perspectives are conspicuously 
lacking at Cornell.

Ms. Corn, who was then president of 
Cornell Republicans, put it this way: "As a 
conservative, having faculty members who 
are hberal has given me the ability to engage 
in debate and possibly challenge my own 
assumptions. There are thousands of peo
ple on this campus who aren't exposed to 
that kind of opposite opinion." For those 
who missed the interview with Ms. Corn 
["Politics as Unusual"], it should be noted 
that, while seeking conservative enrichment 
of the faculty, she is a liberal on social 
issues and her views are hardly those of an 
"orthodox" Republican in 2017.

A lack of intellectual diversity among 
faculty members is clearly not unique to 
Cornell, having been observed and docu
mented throughout academia. If President 
Poback can stimulate efforts to bring some 
balance to Comeb in that area, she wih have 
made a major contribution to the school.

DOUGLAS PARKER '56, LLB '58 
OJAI, CA

Show Time

I read with great enjoyment your article 
on the Dead's Barton Hall 5/8/77 show 
(March/April 2017). I was the stage man
ager and, just before showtime, was asked 
to be in the center of the security pit be
tween the audience and the stage. Between 
sets, with the audience being "horribly 
smashed," we handed out cups of water. For 
those needing more relief, we hoisted them 
over the security wall, under the stage, and 
out the rear door of Barton to be revived by 
the snow that was falling by then.

At the 40th anniversary replay of the 
show at Phil Lesh's Terrapin Crossroads 
club in Marin County, CA, the question 
most often asked of me (I was wearing my 
Cornell Concert Commission shirt) was, 
"Did it really snow after the show?" For 
those of us actually there, we know the 
answer is yes.

Looking forward to the 50th anniversary.
GARY DULBERG '79 

LAFAYETTE, CA

Something Fishy
In the May/June 2017 issue we asked 
readers to add their Cornelkan-named 
pets to the list of dogs, cats, turtles, fish, 
children—and more—we pubbshed in "A 
Dog Named Ezra." David 
Harding '72 respond
ed: "When my wife 
brought home a betta 
fish in a small tank I 
certainly couldn't re
sist naming it Hans"
[in honor of Nobel Lau
reate and CU professor 
Hans Bethe].

SPEAK UP! CAM encourages letters and 
comments from readers on the magazine's 
content. They may be edited for length, 
clarity, and civility. We are not able to pub
lish and respond to all correspondence 
received. Send to: Editor, Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, 401 East State Street, Suite 301, 
Ithaca, NY 14850; jeb375@cornell.edu; 
cornellalumnimagazine.com.
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F R O M  M A R T H A  P O L L A C K

A New President’s First Assignment: 
Listening & Learning

MEET AND GREET: Chatting with students at the 2017 Senior Gala

During my first few months in Ithaca, I've watched 
the campus come alive with the sights and sounds 
of spring: flowers blooming in the Elizabeth Trapnell 

Rawlings Garden behind the A.D. W hite House; geese grazing 
on the shores of Beebe Lake; students playing Frisbee on the 
Arts Quad or studying on Libe Slope (except, of course, on Slope 
Day). By the tim e you read this column, I will have participated 
in my first Commencement and m et many alum ni and their 
guests during Reunion Weekend. It has been an exhilarating 
start to what I hope will be a long and productive association 
with Cornell and w ith all of you.

As I meet with Comellians in Ithaca, New York City, and else
where, I am  often asked about my priorities for my first hundred 
days, or my first year, or— even more grandly— for my tim e as 
president. But I have been careful not to put forward 
a list of specific action items before listening to the 
voices of the University's major stakeholders. Cornell 
has a strong tradition of shared governance and a 
consultative approach to decision-making. I believe it 
is vital to seek input, listen carefully, and learn from 
all parties affected by any decision before moving forward. You 
can be sure that what I am learning during these first few months 
is helping to shape the vision for Cornell that I will sketch out 
in my Inaugural Address on August 25 and that will guide our 
collective efforts going forward.

Academic excellence will, of course, be a critical part of that 
vision. Cornell has world-class faculty who are both outstanding 
educators and the creators of an almost unimaginable breadth 
of new knowledge. The University must continue to attract and 
retain such faculty, providing them  with the environment in 
which they can flourish— and similarly, we m ust continue to 
attract and retain the very best students in the nation. At the

same time, we must remain true to our land-grant mission. One 
of the things that has most intrigued me about Cornell is its 
unique status as an Ivy League institution that is also a land- 
grant university. The original Morrill Act specified that land-grant 
colleges would teach applied branches of learning, without exclud
ing "scientific and classical studies," and that is exactly what we 
do at Cornell, offering critically important liberal arts studies as 
well as applied professional programs. Beyond that, we embody 
the land-grant spirit of outreach and focus on improving the lives 
of those in our community, our nation, and our world. I have 
seen that spirit in our students, our faculty, and our staff every 
day that I've been here.

During these first months, I've also come to better appre
ciate the University's emphasis on "O ne Cornell." There are 
remarkable opportunities th at arise from the potential for 
synergy between our Ithaca campus— a magical community 
of scholars that will always be at the heart of Cornell— and our 
New York City campuses: Weill Cornell Medicine and the new 
Cornell Tech campus, which will formally open on Roosevelt 
Island in September. Let me mention just two examples of those 
opportunities. The Hinge Project supports Ithaca-based faculty, 
primarily in the humanities, policy, and the social sciences, who 
want to teach or conduct research in New York City, while the 
Health Equity Project, under development by faculty members 
at Weill Cornell and the Ithaca campus, seeks to study how to 
achieve health equity in rural communities upstate as well as 
in urban communities in New York City.

Finally, to be great, we must honor our foundational commit
ment to be inclusive and diverse— open and accessible to talented 
students from all backgrounds who have the potential both to

benefit from a Cornell education and to contribute to our academic 
community and to the betterment of the human condition.

When we come together for my inauguration, we'll begin with 
events that celebrate Cornell's academic values and strengths. 
I'll use my Inaugural Address to present major themes that will 
guide our work together. There will also be elements of pure 
fun—including a new ice cream flavor that I've been taste-testing— 
and other activities that the whole community can enjoy. I'm 
so excited to be part of the Cornell family and to have you as 
partners in making this unique university even greater. ■

Martha E. Pollack 
president@comell. edu

One of the things that has most intrigued me about 
Cornell is its unique status as an Ivy League institution 
that is also a land-grant university.
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THE INAUGURATION OF

MARTHA E. POLLACK
THE FO URTEENTH PRESIDENT  

OF CORNELL UNIVERSITY
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PLEASE JOIN US IN ITHACA FOR THE 

INSTALLATION CEREMONY AND EVENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITH THIS HISTORIC OCCASION.

AUGUST 24, 2017

Festival of Scholarship
Physical Sciences Building 
4:30-6 p.m.

Academic Symposium
Bailey Hall 
6:30-8 p.m.

AUGUST 25, 2017

Installation Ceremony
Arts Quad 
2-4  p.m.

"Street Fair”
Arts Quad 
4-5:30 p.m.



C A M P U S  N E W S

From the Hill

RITES OF PASSAGE (clockwise from top left): Pollack greets the Schoellkopf crowd; Biden onstage with his custom ice cream; one 
of many personalized mortarboards; newlyweds Lin Wang, PhD '17 (left), and Rusen Yan, PhD '17, at their PhD hooding ceremony, 
shortly after tying the knot; Eva Garrido '17 is commissioned as a second lieutenant in the annual ROTC ceremony.

Pollack Presides Over CU's 149th Commencement
A worrisome weather forecast gave way to a blessedly dry and sunny 
Sunday afternoon, as President Martha Pollack delivered her first 
Commencement address in Schoellkopf Stadium. At the University's 
149th graduation ceremony, she exhorted the 6,000 newly minted 
alumni to become agents of change and to clarify their own values. 
"While you are graduating into a world with significant challeng
es," she said, "so too have previous generations of students, who 
have frequently met those challenges head on and made changes 
the world needed to be a better place."

Pollack's address included a tribute to her predecessor, the 
late Elizabeth Garrett; in advocating for tolerance and protection 
of free speech on campus, Pollack quoted Garrett's observation 
that a university "is about the fullest and freest expression of 
ideas and arguments." Defending freedom of speech. Pollack said, 
"means that you must be willing to allow to be said things that you 
find offensive, and that you must be prepared when necessary 
to stand up to refute such messages, and to explicitly and vigor
ously support those whose dignity may have been compromised

by them. But it is through that vigorous defense, not through 
enforced silence, that we move forward."

The previous day former Vice President Joe Biden had giv
en the Convocation speech, in which he noted that Ezra Cornell's 
pledge to "found an institution where any person can find instruc
tion in any study" inherently embraced the idea of a diverse 
student body. "I don't have a lot of advice, but I know one thing," 
he said. "The people that are successful and happy are the peo
ple who treat others with the same dignity that they demand for 
themselves." In honor of the ice cream-loving former VP's visit, 
Cornell Dairy made a custom flavor; a vanilla confection with mini 
chocolate chips dubbed "Big Red, White & Biden."

Pollack garnered laughs in her speech when she jokingly ref
erenced Biden's talk, which had gotten high praise for being both 
entertaining and moving. "I have to tell you that when the trustees 
hired me for this job, they neglected to tell me that my first major 
address as president would come on the heels of the one given by 
Joe Biden," she said. "Talk about a hard act to follow."
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TOKENS OF GRATITUDE: One day in May, some 600 multicolored balloons—each 
attached to a thank-you note from one Cornellian to another—filled the Arts 
Quad as part of a project called "Lifted." The effort, organizers say, was designed 
to "inspire a greater spirit of appreciation throughout the Cornell community."

The bronze piece, which depicts the baseball 

great stealing home, is the work of sculptor 

Branly Cadet ’86, BS ’90.

R + D
In what hematologist- 
oncologist Shahin 
Rafii '82 calls a "game
changing breakthrough," 
he and colleagues at 
Weill Cornell Medicine 
have succeeded in 
coaxing mouse stem cells 
to become healthy blood 
cells (left)— potentially 
pointing the way to 
new treatments for such 
diseases as leukemia and 
sickle-cell anemia.

After analyzing hundreds of national polls, communication 
professors Jonathon Schuldt '04 and Jeff Niederdeppe 
and former student Kristen Holl '15 found that opinions of 
Obamacare varied according to how questions were worded. 
Most strikingly, they found that support for the healthcare 
law was significantly stronger when pollsters used the words 
"repeal" or "replace."

Cornell researchers have 
identified and described 
a new species of electric 
fish— Paramormyrops 
nto tom  (right)—found 
in the Ogooue River in Gabon, Africa. The work clears up a 
140-year-old conundrum in which P. nto tom  was misclassified 
as a related species.

Working in rural Portugal, professors Rebecca Barthelmie 
(mechanical and aerospace engineering) and Sara Pryor (earth 
and atmospheric sciences) are using sensors to make high- 
resolution maps of wind and turbulence over intricate terrain— 
research that could bolster efforts to increase renewable energy 
by informing the placement of wind turbines worldwide.

Two New Alumni Trustees Elected
The winners of this year's 
alumni trustee election have 
been announced. They are 
Sheila Wilson Allen '76, DVM 
'81 (near right), of Athens,
Georgia, former dean of the 
University of Georgia's College 
of Veterinary Medicine; and 
Linda Gadsby '88 (far right) of South Orange, New Jersey, vice pres
ident and deputy general counsel at Scholastic Inc. They'll serve 
four-year terms.

‘My parents never allowed us 
to use anything as an excuse; 
you found a way to make things 
work with what you had.’

—Ahmed Ahmed '17, a Somali born in a Kenyan 
refugee camp who came to  the U.S. w ith his family as a 

baby and is now a Rhodes Scholar

Cayuga's Waiters Banned Due to Hazing
Cornell's oldest a cappella group has been "permanently dismissed" 
from campus, the University announced in April. The banning 
follows a temporary suspension last fall, in response to hazing allega
tions that included physical abuse such as requiring new members to 
sit in bathtubs full of ice water. "We recognize that this organization 
has a deep history at Cornell," a CU spokesman said in a statement, 
"and I can assure you this step was not taken lightly."
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C A M P U S  N EWS

CU Rated 14th Best School Worldwide
The annual QS World University Rankings study has rated Cornell fourteenth, ris
ing two spots from last year. The study considers such factors as academic reputation, 
scholarly citations per faculty member, student-faculty ratio, and the number of inter
national students and professors. Cornell's score of 90.7 out of 100 put it in the top 
1 percent of universities worldwide. In the QS subject area rankings, Cornell had two 
in the top ten: veterinary science (second) and agriculture (third).

Affordable Student Grocery Debuts on Campus
A student-run grocery store (above) has opened in Anabel Taylor Hall, capping more 
than two years of planning and effort. Dubbed Anabel's Grocery, it's aimed at increas
ing access to affordable produce and other staples like pasta, rice, beans, peanut butter, 
and frozen meat. The shop, which is open to all Cornell students, has subsidized rates 
for those who qualify, and offers cooking classes and nutrition education. "Food inse
curity at Cornell is real," Anabel's says on its website, noting that a 2015 CU survey 
found that one in five students skip meals due to financial constraints.

Give My Regards t o . . .
These Cornellians in the news

Rebecca Stoltzfus, PhD '92 (left), Cornell's vice provost 
for undergraduate education and professor of nutritional 
studies, named president of Indiana's Goshen College, her 
undergraduate alma mater.

Chemistry professor Geoffrey Coates, elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences.

Chicago-based artist Amanda Williams '97, tapped to 
help design the exhibits in the museum at Barack Obama's 
presidential library.

Tony Award nominees Sam Gold '00 (director of A Doll's House,
Part 2), Howard Kagan '84 (producer of Natasha, Pierre & The 
Great Comet o f 1812), Dana Lerner '14 (producer of Indecent),
Jennifer Tipton '58 (lighting designer for Doll's House), and 
Paula Vogel, PhD '16 (writer o f Indecent).

Chemical engineering major Allen Jiang '18 (right), winner o f a 
Goldwater Scholarship.

New Maplewood Grad 
Housing Breaks Ground
Construction has begun on East Hill's new 
Maplewood housing development for grad
uate and professional students, replacing a 
dilapidated complex that was built in 1989 
and demolished a year ago. The project, set 
for completion in time for the 2018-19 school 
year, is slated to include 441 units in a mix 
of townhouses and apartment buildings, for 
a total of 872 beds—nearly three times as 
many as the previous incarnation. The new 
Maplewood (seen in a rendering above) is 
a partnership between a private developer 
of educational housing and the University, 
which will retain ownership of the land; the 
arrangement means that the buildings will 
be subject to local property taxes.

FLYING HIGH
Hotelie Grace Lee Chang '08 went on the 
reality TV show "Steve Harvey's Funder- 
dome" in June to promote "Soarigami," 
a product she and her husband (Arthur 
Chang '07) developed. What is it?

A ) The first plane-shaped drone

B) An iPad stand for airplane seatbacks

C) An aviation-themed bath toy

D) An armrest divider for air travel
[C  VI 3M S N V ]
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LIVE FROM LIBE: Crowds packed the Hill for the annual Slope Day revelry, marking the end of classes with music, games, and more.

‘It’s a refreshing reprieve 
from the salt- and sugar
laden meat jerky currently 
on the m arket/

— Jessica Kwong '18, co-captain o f the 
student team that created Jack'd Jerky, a 

vegan snack that made the finals o f a 
prestigious food product development contest

Beasley Named 
University Librarian
Cornell will have a new University Librarian 
as of August 1. Gerald Beasley (left) comes 
from Canada's University of Alberta, where 
he served as vice provost and chief librar
ian. Beasley—who holds master's degrees 
from Oxford and from University College, 
London—succeeds Anne Kenney, who 
stepped down April 1.

Linguist, Architect Tapped as 
A.D. White Professors-at-Large

Two new A.D. W hite 
Professors-at-Large have 
been named to six-year 
terms. John Rickford (far 
left), an expert on African 
Am erican V ernacular 
English, is a professor 

of linguistics at Stanford; Brinda Somaya (above right) is an 
architect, planner, educator, preservationist, and communi
ty activist based in Mumbai, India. The A.D. White program 
brings outside scholars to campus for weeklong visits to enrich 
the University's intellectual life.

C-town Firehouse Is ' 9 '  No Longer
The name of the Nines, Collegetown's beloved pizza joint, has 
become more arcane now that its eponymous (and adjacent) 
firehouse has been renumbered as part of a citywide reor
dering. This spring, Ithaca's Common Council approved a 
resolution changing Fire Station Number 9 to Number 2—a 
switch requested by Chief Tom Parsons '82 to reflect the fact 
that Ithaca now has only four active stations.

JULY A U G U S T 2017 11



Full schedule and alumni 
registration coming soon!
homecoming.comeM.edu
#cornellhomecoming

October
20-21

Photography by Cornell University Photography

http://homecoming.cornell.edu
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FACUL T Y RESEARCH • C A M P U S  LIFE • A L U M N I  STORI ES

Thanks for 
the Memorie
Reunion 2017

THIRD GENERATION: Asher Seibel at Reunion with his 
grandfather, Art Seibel '52. Asher's dad (Eric Seibel '83) and 
aunt (Lorisa Seibel '81, BA '82) are also Cornellians, as was 
his late grandmother, Phyllis Ganders Seibel '50, BArch '52.
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HOME AGAIN
Reunion 2017 set an all-time attendance 
record, with more than 5,200 alumni returning 
to campus. Four classes ('52, '77, '87, and '12) 
broke records, with the latter bringing some 900 
classmates back for their 5th. Alumni hailed 
from sixteen countries outside the U.S. and from 
every state except North and South Dakota. The 
festivities included three alumni over the age 
of 100: Barbara Keeney Mandigo '37, retired 
Cornell food science professor James White 
'39, PhD '44, and Esther Schiff Bondareff '37. 
Bondareff was unable to travel from Florida, but 
was live-streamed onto the Bailey Hall screen 
to celebrate Cornelliana Night—and her 102nd 
birthday. The weekend's highlights included 
a talk by new president Martha Pollack, an 
Olin Lecture by Pulitzer- and Grammy-winning 
composer Steve Reich '57, and an impassioned 
speech by "Science Guy” Bill Nye '77 (bottom 
left) entitled "Everything All At Once: How 
Cornellians Will Save the World.”

JULY | AUGUST 2017 15



READY FOR THEIR CLOSE-UP The Reunion photo booth spawns a crop of CAM cover models

CORNELL
CORNELL CORNELL

CORNELL

CORNELL
,C O R ®

CORNELL

CORNELL

C ornell Uniniversity

C orneT

For more CAM cover selfies and other shots taken at the Reunion photobooth, go to cornellaljmnimagazine.com/camphotobooth.
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Ollie McNamara with her colleagues in a dress design class.
Photo provided by the Cornell Costume and Textile Collection.

FASHION
A LEGACY

Ollie McNamara ’50
(lower right) loved 
fashion and crafted 
a career in haute 
couture. With gifts to 
Cornell’s collections 
and a scholarship 
through her bequest, 
she created a legacy.

We can help you 
make yours.

Office of Trusts, Estates, 
and Gift Planning

1-800-481-1865
gift_planning@cornell.edu
alumni.cornell.giftplans.org
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HE'S GOT THE BEAT
Leo Ikenaga '12 tours 
the world as a member 
of Japan's premier 
taiko drumming group

Some mornings, Leo Ikenaga '12 admits, he'd wake up in the pre-dawn and it 
would take him  a moment to remember where he was. The answer: a former 
middle school in the mountains of Japan. No TV, no phone, no Internet. Rising 

at 5:00 a.m. to run a half-dozen miles uphill and down. Tending a vegetable garden 
and a rice paddy. And— the underlying motivation for all th is— spending hours a 
day, every day, perfecting the art of traditional Japanese drumming.

Ikenaga is a member of Kodo, an elite, thirty-mem ber musical group based on 
Japan's Sado Island. Primarily dedicated to the pulsating and dynamic drumming 
style known as taiko, the group tours the world performing hundreds of concerts each 
year. "It could well be said that a drum is a drum is a drum," Ireland's Independent g 
said in a review a few years back, "but with Kodo it can become the fluttering wings 4 

of a myriad insects, a pony's clip-clopping over cobbled streets, the peal of mighty |
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thunder claps, or the shattering cacophony of exploding salvos." 
As Kodo notes on its website, in Japanese the nam e holds a 
double meaning: it can be translated as "heartbeat" or as "chil
dren of the drum"—with the latter reflecting the group's desire 
"to play the drums with the simple heart of a child."

Ikenaga entered Kodo's apprenticeship program in  2013, 
spending two years in its Spartan training facility— "W e lived 
like monks, basically," he says— before being admitted as a 
junior member in January 2015. He became a full performing 
member a year later, having survived three rounds of cuts that 
winnowed out most of his fellow trainees. This winter, Ikenaga 
went on his first North Am erican tour with the group, an itin
erary that allowed numerous Cornellian friends to see him  play 
at such venues as the Brooklyn Academy of Music and L.A.'s 
Walt Disney Concert Hall. He had, after all, fallen in love with 
taiko on the Hill— and first learned it from fellow students.

Born in Michigan to Japanese parents (his dad is an alum, 
Tomoaki Ikenaga, LLM '88), Ikenaga grew up playing piano, 
cello, and guitar; after his fam ily moved back to Japan, he 
attended middle and high school there. During orientation week 
on the Hill, he saw a performance by Yamatai— the student 
group devoted to taiko that debuted on campus in fall 2007— 
and immediately joined up. Other members taught him  how 
to play, and by his senior year he was 
the group's musical director.

After graduating w ith a double 
major in economics and Asian stud
ies, Ikenaga interned for banks in 
Japan and figured he was headed 
to a career in finance. But his heart 
wasn't in it, and— reflecting on, among other things, the Lehman 
Brothers collapse of 2008 and the deadly earthquake and tsunami 
that had struck Japan in 2011— he took a deep breath and reas
sessed his future. "I wondered what it would be like when I'm 
forty and I look back and realize all the things I didn't do," he 
says. "I guess that feeling comes to a lot of people in their twen
ties or in college— the feeling of, 'What am I doing with my life?'"

For Ikenaga, the answer lay in his passion for taiko. He applied to 
Kodo, was invited to audition, and earned a spot as an apprentice.

TO THE RHYTHM: Ikenaga performing with Kodo (opposite page) 
and as an undergrad with Cornell's Yamatai (above and left).

Which begs the question: what did his parents think of him  being 
a musician with an Ivy League economics degree? "At first they 
were not exactly thrilled, to put it lightly," he says with a laugh, 
chatting with CAM by phone during the mid-Atlantic leg of Kodo's 
American tour. "They thought I didn't know what I was getting 
into. But they're very supportive now, and they come to my shows 
all the time."

In addition to drums, Ikenaga has learned other traditional 
instruments, including the bamboo flute. The group keeps up a 
rigorous rehearsal schedule when not on tour: practices start at 
9 :00 a.m., and while they officially end at five, they can stretch as 
late as 10:00 p.m. Those marathon practices help keep Ikenaga in

shape— taiko drumming is an athletic, full-body activity whose 
practitioners tend to be strikingly fit— along with jumping rope 
and doing core work like sit-ups. "Many people tell me they've 
never seen anything like us," he says when asked to describe a 
Kodo show. "We're a drumming group, but we explore all kinds of 
artistic possibilities. We try to create something that's truly origi
nal and entertaining. I think we do something that's very special, 
and it's ineffable. You really need to come see it for yourself." ■

—  Kitty Kemp

After graduating w ith a double major in economics and Asian 
studies, Ikenaga interned for banks in Japan and figured he was 
headed to  a career in finance. But his heart wasn't in it.
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Zaro Bates '11 tends an urban farm on Staten Island

T he bees that Zaro Bates ' l l  helps tend have a view that 
many New Yorkers would kill for. Housed in twenty 
colorfully painted hives, they dwell on the roof of a five- 

story apartment complex on the north shore of Staten Island, 
the cityscape arrayed before them  in a sweep from Jersey City 
to the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. There's Governor's Island in

the foreground; Brooklyn across the water; the Freedom Tower 
rising from downtown Manhattan; distant buildings in Queens; 
the Staten Island Ferry chugging along.

Down below, nestled between two apartment buildings, is 
an even more striking sight: rows of food crops in lush swaths 
of green. Bates, a CALS grad, is an urban farmer. She and her 
husband run Empress Green, a farm and agricultural consulting 
company based out of this Staten Island residential development.

Known as Urby, the complex offers some unconventional 
am enities, from a well-appointed com m unal kitchen to a 
filtered-water station aimed at reducing the use of disposable 
bottles. Bates and her Australian-bom husband, Asher Landes, 
are Urby's farmers-in-residence. In  addition to working roughly 
5 ,000  square feet of agricultural space, they conduct work
shops on topics like beekeeping and growing microgreens, host 
a weekly Saturday farmstand, supply produce to several local 
restaurants, and run a small CSA. "The idea of urban farming 
has really captured people's imaginations," says Bates. "Some 
traditional farmers are skeptical, even ju st about calling an 
urban farm a 'farm.' We get a lot of funny questions. 'Where's 
the tractor? Where's the red barn? Where are the animals? Do 
you have cows on the rooftop?' "

It's a brilliantly sunny day in mid-May, the first harvest week 
of the farm's second season. As Bates chats with CAM— she's 
clad in pinstripe overalls, a blue sweatshirt, low brown boots, 
and a navy bandana over dreadlocks, with a water bottle in a 
hip holster— Landes is gathering arugula, baby spinach, and 
radishes to incorporate into their breakfast. "Greens are our 
biggest category, because they're high rotation and really good 
in terms of space-for-return," she says. "Last year we did a wider 
variety of summer vegetables, but this year we decided to go for 
more quantity, so we're concentrating on tomatoes and peppers."

A Brooklyn native, Bates grew up with a treehouse in her 
Carroll Gardens back yard. She attended Bronx High School of a 
Science and spent her freshman year of college at Georgetown 1

o
o
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BUMPER CROP: Bates on the farm with her husband and business partner, Asher Landes, Opposite page: Bates with a harvest of radishes (bottom) and beekeeping with 
Landes at their rooftop aviary (top), whose twenty hives were colorfully painted during an event with local residents

before transferring to Cornell, where she majored in develop
ment sociology. "She was a pretty unconventional student, and 
extremely thoughtful," recalls Professor Phil McMichael, one of 
her mentors. "She's one of a kind. Zaro is very warm and has a 
sense of being an active citizen. She's really outstanding."

Bates got her first taste of physical labor as a volunteer at 
the Kripalu yoga center in Western Massachusetts, where she 
was assigned to the grounds crew. "I got there 
in the depth of winter, and I was shoveling 
snow and doing woodland maintenance," she 
recalls. "I grew muscles and learned to drive 
a tractor. It was exhausting, but really fulfill
ing." She gained much of her training in farm 
work as an intern at the Brooklyn Grange, the 
city's pioneering rooftop farm ing group; it was there she met 
Landes, a culinary school grad who had previous experience 
in farming and beekeeping. They teamed up to form Empress 
Green, signing on to the Urby project in 2013.

The couple live at the complex—their apartment is part of 
their com pensation— and do m ost of the labor themselves, 
though they aim  to hire help and eventually expand their

growing space. In addition to the m ain plot of raised beds—  
nurturing greens, tomatoes, peppers, garlic, and herbs like basil, 
cilantro, and dill— they tend a few nearby planters containing 
edible flowers as well as a 200-u nit m ilk  crate garden filled with 
snapdragons, zinnias, and other blooms. W hile the couple origi
nally germinated plants on their home windowsill, they outgrew 
that space and now have a second apartment for use as a nurs

ery, office, and storage area. "I  love the actual horticulture," 
Bates says. "W atching the plants grow, seeing them  through 
from seed to maturity, is a very healthy, spiritual process. And 
there's a more philosophical, sociological dimension to it— the 
idea that I can be working to create social impact, but don't have 
to wait a lifetime to see the fruits of my labor." ■

—  Kitty K em p

'W e  get a lot of funny questions. "Where's the tractor? 
Where's the red barn? W here are the animals? Do you 
have cows on the rooftop?" '
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MASTER Raise a glass to Penn researcher 
Patrick McGovern ’6 6 , the 
Indiana Jones of ancient alcohol

_ t

LIBATION MAVEN: Patrick McGovern 66 atthe Penn 
museum, home to his office and lab. Top: 9,000-year- 
old jars from China. Opposite page: McGovern’s new 
book; McGovern (left) and Dogfish Head founder Sam 
Calagione brew up an ancient ale.

» ■>

r'.C

Back in 1957, when archaeologists from the University 
of Pennsylvania M useum unearthed a royal tomb in 
Turkey, they found more than the remains of a Phrygian 

king. They also discovered, among other treasures, the largest 
set of Iron Age drinking vessels ever found— some 160 bronze 
containers used in the funerary feast and sealed up 
with the departed. Dating from the eighth century 
BC, those vessels contained the granular remains of 
a celebratory beverage— pounds of the stuff, which 
were transferred to paper bags and put into storage 
at Penn's museum in Philadelphia.

Four decades later, researcher Patrick McGovern '66 retrieved 
those bags, housed just two flights of stairs up from his lab in 
the museum, and analyzed the contents. His finding: that the 
departed king— believed to be either the fabled Midas or (more 
likely) his father, Gordius—was sent to his eternal rest amid 
toasts of what McGovern termed an "extreme fermented bever
age" comprising wine, beer, and mead.

The work helped launch McGovern into a new metier: he 
became the Indiana Jones of ancient libations, pioneering the 
field of biomolecular archaeology. "Dr. Pat," as he's known, 
employs analytical chem istry  techniqu es such as m ass

spectrometry and gas chromatography to study the remnants 
of alcoholic beverages from around the globe, sometimes using 
samples as tiny as a quarter of a gram. He has garnered national 
press coverage for such work as analyzing residue of the oldest 
fermented drink yet found: a beverage made of fruit, rice, and

honey discovered in 9 ,000 -year-old jars in China's Henan prov
ince. "Alcohol is so pivotal to human development— religions, 
social relations, medicine," says McGovern, whose official title 
is scienti lie director of the museum's Biomolecular Archaeology 
Project for Cuisine, Fermented Beverages, and Health. "It's a g 
nexus of all sorts of things, both biological and cultural, that | 
humans have been involved with, all over the world." §

McGovern i s chatting with CAM in his Penn Museum office, 1 
where the bookshelves sport such titles as Make Mead Like a it 
Viking and The Comic Book Story of Beer. On one wall— hanging 1 
above a vintage hi-fi stacked atop a dial-controlled microwave, |

o_____________________________________________________________  o

Quaffing a modem version of a bygone beverage, 
McGovern says, is like 'drinking a liquid tim e capsule.'
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ancient artifacts in their own right— is a framed caricature of McGovern and a 
companion cruising in the time-traveling DeLorean from Back to the Future. 
T hat cartoon evokes a key element of McGovern's work: he doesn't just explore 
ancient libations as bygone artifacts, but aims to bring them back to life through 
an ongoing partnership with the founder of Dogfish Head Brewery— craft beer 
legend Sam Calagione, the other fellow drawn in the DeLorean.

Since 1999, Dogfish Head has sold Midas Touch, which the company describes 
as a "sweet yet dry" brew based on the Phrygian find. Other collaborations have 
included the award-winning Chateau Jiahu, developed from the ancient Henan 
drink. ("It's got a nice sweet and sour profile," McGovern says. "It really goes 
well with Chinese food.") Dogfish's Ta Henket— the name means "bread-beer" 
in ancient Egyptian—was McGovern's more freewheeling take on what may have 
been drunk during the time of the pharaohs; sporting hieroglyphics on the label, 
it contains such unconventional ingredients as doum palm fruit and za'atar, an 
herb blend ubiquitous in northern Africa and the Middle East. (Neither proved 
widely appealing to American palates, and they aren't currently in production.) 
"It's like you're drinking a liquid time capsule," he says of quaffing a remastered 
libation, going on to note that "the processes of beermaking and winemaking 

haven't really changed that much. There are only so many ways 
that you can take, say, a cereal and change it into sugar and then 
introduce microorganisms to start fermentation."

M cGovern has published several books on his adventures 
in alcohol archaeology, and in June, W.W. Norton & Company 
released his latest: Ancient Brews Rediscovered &) Re-created. 
It chronicles his analysis of libations around the globe, from a 

Nordic grog (whose ingredients include 
birch bark and lingonberries) to a Central 
American corn beer flavored with cocoa. 
For each beverage, McGovern offers the 
recipe for a home-brewed version, as well 
as a food pairing. Such work, he writes in 
the preface, "proceeds on the assumption 
that humans worldwide, probably going 
back m illions of years to Paleolithic 
times, had a genetic, physiological, and 
psychological makeup similar to ours. In 
short, like us, our ancestors knew what 
smelled and tasted good and what gave 
them a buzz, cultural preferences aside."

McGovern's formative years proved to 
be ideal training for his current career as 

the book-writing Indy of alcohol. After majoring in chemistry and minoring in 
English on the Hill, he earned a PhD in Near Eastern archaeology and literature 
from Penn; his fieldwork has included directing the decades-long excavation of a 
site in Jordan and assisting on digs in Egypt, Turkey, and Jerusalem. In 1971, as a 
grad student, he spent a season picking wine grapes in the German Rhineland—  
contributing, in a small way, to what would be known as one of the region's finest 
twentieth century vintages. But McGovern traces his love of libations back farther, 
to a summer in Germany as a sixteen-year-old high schooler. In addition to biking 
through the Alps and working on a farm scything wheat by hand, he discovered 
a vital economic fact: at that time and place, beer was cheaper than Coke.

So, having picked up a taste for the brew, what did he do when he returned 
to the U.S., where the drinking age was then eighteen? At least once, he admits 
with a laugh, he dressed up in lederhosen and a feathered hat, marched into an 
Upstate bar, and demanded— in perfect German— to be served.

Aber ja! It worked. ■
—  Kitty Kemp

Peasant's Tea1*
SAPERAVt

BLASTS 
FROM 
THE PAST
A guide to im bibing in retro style
While McGovern studies the evidence o f long-gone 
libations, he's also a fan of modern beverages that 
can offera sense of how those ancient drinks tasted.

WINE
Retsina: McGovern's chemical analyses suggest 
that resinated wine (which contains pine resin, orig
inally used as an antioxidant to prevent wine from 
turning to vinegar) was popular for thousands of years 

in the Middle East and Mediterranean, Greece is the 
only place that continues the tradition: he recom
mends a finer retsina, such as Boutari

Ancient grape varietals: Grapes that 
have a long history, according to the DNA 

evidence, include Okuzgozu ("eye of the ox") 
and Bogazkere, both from Turkey, McGovern 
recommends Kavaklidere's Yakut, a red that 
blends the two,

“Raisined” grapes: One ancient viti- 
cultural tradition involves drying the grapes 
before fermentation. Modern wines that 
use this method include Abraxas's Passito 
di Pantelleria, Isole e Olena's Vin Santo, 
and Corte Giara Allegrini's Amarone della 
Valpolieella

Amphora method: Wine is fermented 
and aged on its lees (residual yeast) and 

skins in pottery jars stored underground 
creating strong tannins and intense aromas 

due to chemical reactions with the clay. One that 
McGovern recommends is Pheasant's Tears' Saperavi. 
from Georgia in Transcaucasia

BEER
Smoked beer: Bamberg, Germany, is 
home to an ancient tradition of roasting malt 
over an open wood fire; McGovern recom
mends Aecht Schlenkerla’s Rauchbier.

W ild fe rm e n ta tio n : McGovern 
is fond of the Gueuze and Grand Cru 
Bruocsella lambic at Belgium’s Cantillon 
Brewery, which exposes its libations to 
more than 2,000 strains of yeast and 
microorganisms; after boiling, the beer is 
cooled under open windows.

MEAD & MORE
Mead: Honey contains its own yeasts, making 
it "a prime target of our ancestors’ thirst for 

fermented beverages.” McGovern recommends 
Heart of Darkness, a raspberry/blackcurrant 
variety from Schramm’s Mead in Michigan.

Midas Touch: Combining barley beer, 
grape wine, honey mead, and saffron, this 
was the first "Ancient Ale” that Dogfish Head 
Brewery made with McGovern.
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SOUND TRACK
How long-forgotten recordings by David Newburge '57 sparked a trip 
through CAM's archives-and a performance art show now in NYC

T hey were just regular Class Notes updates— though 
perhaps a tad more glamorous than most. "Dave 
Newburge is busy on and around Broadway," wrote a 

Class of '57 colum nist in CAM  in October 1958. And in March 
1970: "David Newburge, a librettist-lyricist, has a song on the 
last Petula Clark album, Portrait ofPetuIa." And in May 1971: 
"H is new musical show, Stag Movie, opened Off-Broadway at 
the Gate Theater."

Little could Newburge have known that decades later—years 
after his own death in 2007— the quotidian updates he sent in 
would not only help an artist crack a minor mystery, but bring 
his story to life in front of theater audiences in two countries.

Newburge and his family are the subject of Say Something 
Bunny/, a one-woman performance art piece that ran in Toronto 
last year and is playing at a M anhattan gallery space through 
July. This unorthodox work takes a pair of long-forgotten record
ings that Newburge made of fam ily gatherings in the Fifties 
and turns them  into a two-act, multi-m edia exploration of

everything from mid-century domestic life to the popularity of 
"adult" (as in nude) musicals in 1970s New York.

An English major and Daily Sun staffer, Newburge was seven
teen when, in April 1952, he brought out his wire recorder— a 
technology popular in the late Forties and early Fifties— and 
captured living-room chitchat during a going-away party for 
neighbors in his family home on Long Island. He used it again 
on Thanksgiving 1954, recording the scene as relatives cele
brated the holiday and a forty-fourth wedding anniversary.

More than half a century later, the recordings— absent any 
identifying information— cam e into the possession of Alison 
Kobayashi, a Canadian artist who often works with found objects, 
sparking a six-year journey to reconstruct the lives behind those 
disembodied voices. Among the clues she parsed was the mention 
of a football game (Cornell 26, Penn 7) that fixed the date of the 
second recording. Using that year and the first names of the anni
versary couple, she tracked down their marriage record, garnering 
their last name. A  major breakthrough was a Forties-era census
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report that revealed the full identities 
and relationships of the speakers. Her 
quest also took her to CAM's Class 
Notes and to the Daily Sun, which

Among the clues the artist pa 
was the mention of a football 
score: Cornell 26, Penn 7.

P E N N S Y l V A N  I A

reported a car accident involving
Newburge and two friends in November 1953. She surfed eBay 
for copies of the Comellian-, two images from 1957—Newburge's 
senior portrait and a shot of him  with Sun colleagues— appear 
in her show.

Say Something Bunny!— the title comes from a line Newburge 
directs to a reticent guest— is styled as the read-through of a 
script based on the recordings. W ith her audience seated 
around a circular table and symbolically cast as the charac
ters, Kobayashi recounts her investigative odyssey, illustrated 
with props, photos, video, music, costumes, media clippings, 
and more. Newburge ultimately emerges as the protagonist, 
as Kobayashi chronicles his life in Greenwich Village bohe
m ia and his writing career—which, she discovered, included 
success in the adult film industry. At one point in her quest, 
she found herself in the New York Public Library viewing part 
of his oeuvre: an erotic courtroom drama entitled Big Thumbs. 
"Say Something Bunny! is based on research," Kobayashi says, 
"but it's also a piece of imagination— trying to connect the dots 
and have a theory of what happened, when all you have is scat
tered documents and archival materials. So it's a work of both 
fiction and nonfiction. We're trying to get closer to the truth—  
but it's impossible, because I wasn't in that room." ■

—  L.P. Drew

{ions. He
L.WVr' r-y

D ave Newburge is busy o 
Broadway. H e was productic 
the h it “Oh C aptain!” and is 
to take “N inotchka,” the m 
version of the play-movie “ S 
on the_mad. Dave holds Arr 
rights

Da\id Newburge, a librettist-lyricist, has 
a s°ng on the last Petula Clark album, 
Portrait of Petula.” David and she also 

I jwpte a song together, “The Big Love Sale." 
bavid indicated that a new show of his, 
. r which he did the book and lyrics, en

ured Stag Movie, has been acquired for 
w-Broadwa; " ^ J

C O R N E L L
ALUMNI N EW S

David Newburge, whom I have seen at 
several o f  our '57 class luncheons in NYC 
each month, is a producer. H is new musical 
S”°'Y ' “Stag M ovie,” opened off-Broadway at 
the Gate Theater, 2nd Ave. and 10th St. It’s 
a low, bawdy burlesque about a group of 
Broadway losers who try to strike it rich by 
nlining the world’s first musical stag film.

M ila * * *w  York critics, 
>hy, it is really 
Jy tradition as 
>medies. Raves 
hipper critics, 

sociated Press,
___ Measure Maga-

invites any classmates to drop 
theatre to see “Stag Movie," 

which he believes many will enjoy immensely 
and find quite funny. R oy A. GlaH

SOURCE MATERIAL (clockwise from top left): A wire recorder, similar to the one 
Newburge owned, that artist Alison Kobayashi uses in her show, a vintage index 
card from CAM’s files; the Daily Sun story on Newburge's car crash; his portrait 
in the 1957 Comellian; the program from the '57 Cornell-Penn football game; 
clippings from CAM Class Notes; Newburge in a yearbook photo of Sun staff.

Knhsvachi reading from the Comellian in Say Something Bunny!
G
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STAR MAN
Above the clouds on 
Hawaii's Mauna Kea, 
Simon Radford '79  
runs the Smithsonian's 
submillimeter telescope

(2-8

The summit offers a breathtaking view of an almost alien 
landscape: brilliant sun, gravelly red soil, oxygen-thin air, 
the plump tops of clouds visible down below.

M auna Kea is an astronomer's paradise. The mountain, 
on the Big Island of Hawaii, rises to nearly 14,000 
feet above sea level. Way up here, there's m inim al 

light pollution from man-made illum ination and— since the 
mountaintop is above the m arine inversion layer— precious 
little water vapor. Overseen by the University of Hawaii, this 
rarefied spot is home to a dozen telescopes owned and run by 
myriad nations and institutions including NASA, the University 
of California, Caltech, and the governments of Japan, Canada, 
and France. They search the skies using not only optical tech
nology (detecting visible light) but instruments that study parts 
of the electromagnetic spectrum not 
perceived by the human eye, such as 
radio waves and infrared. "For the 
past twenty or thirty years, Mauna 
Kea has been one of the most produc
tive observatory sites in the world," 
notes astronomer Simon Radford 7 9 . "In  terms of publications 
and citations, its only competitor is the space telescope— and 
Mauna Kea has much lower lifetime costs."

Radford is standing near the summit, which offers a breathtak
ing view of an almost alien landscape: brilliant sun, gravelly red 
soil, oxygen-thin air, the plump tops of clouds visible down below. 
Patches of snow dot the Martian-esque ground; though it's swim
suit weather down in nearby Hilo, up here it's markedly chilly, 
and Radford is clad in boots, long pants, and a fleece pullover.

An applied and engineering physics alum who holds a PhD 
in astronomy from the University of W ashington, Radford 
has spent the past seven years keeping two of M auna Kea's 
telescopes up and running. From 2010 until its closure in 
2015, he was operations manager of Caltech's Submillimeter 
Observatory; since last year, he's been director of opera
tions for the Submillimeter Array, which is jointly run by the 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory and Taiwan's Academia 
Sinica Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics. (Both are >

:
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SOWING 
tke SEED S

FRIENDSHIP

As the community garden grows, so does Andy's circle of friends. Today's he's harvesting 
a fresh crop of perfectly ripe tomatoes, and tonight his friends will reap the benefits over a 

homemade pot of sauce.
Living on the 105-acre campus of Kendal at Ithaca not only keeps Andy connected to the 

lifestyle and people he loves, but the care he may need someday. And, from here, the story 
just keeps getting better.

Come for a visit and tell us your story. Call 1-800-253-6325 or go to kai.kendal.org to learn more.

2230 N. Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850 KENDAE a t Ith aca
Together, transforming the experience of aging?

A not-for-profit continuing care retirement community serving older adults in the Quaker tradition. ©2014 KENDAL
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DISH DUTY: The view from the facility’s control room, 
which has oxygen piped in due to the high altitude

separate from the proposed Thirty Meter 
Telescope, which has made headlines due 
to opposition from native Hawaiians who 
believe that Mauna Kea is a sacred site.)

Functioning in the submillimeter wave
length—which is between infrared and 
radio on the spectrum— the array consists 
of eight dishes; each measures six meters 
wide and is attached to a shed-like struc
ture that houses its electronics. Weighing 
about forty-five tons each, these eight 
pieces can be moved into varying config
urations to study anything from objects 
in our solar system to star formation in 
distant galaxies. "The eventual product 
of an observatory is journal papers, and 
you don't get journal papers if you don't 
observe things—very simple— so we try 
to maximize the amount of science that 
gets done," Radford explains. "Because of 
the nature of our telescope, we observe 
sources generally from when they rise to 
when they set; we call that a track, and it 
takes about three and a half tracks to get 
a paper. So if we do 300  tracks in a year, 
we'll get maybe seventy-five papers."

Radford, who oversees a staff of about 
eighteen, works mainly out of an office in 
Hilo, though he's on site several times a 
month. The facility's control room, which 
looks out onto the giant dishes dotting the 
red volcanic soil— again, it's hard not to 
feel like you've stumbled into an episode of 
classic "Star Trek"— has oxygen piped in 
to alleviate altitude sickness. On one desk, 
in addition to the usual office supplies, sits 
a fingertip device that measures 0 2  levels 
in the blood.

It's a long way from Radford's home
town— New York City—where he grew 
up watching the stars projected against 
the ceiling of the old Hayden Planetarium. 
"Because the speed of light is constant, 
as we look out in the universe, we look 
farther back in time," he muses. "So we're 
essentially doing archaeology." ■

—  L. P. Drew
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Cornell's Adult University
Travel adventures designed and led by Cornell faculty

Experience

Havana and Washington:
Renewed Relations 

Novem ber 2 -9 ,2 0 1 7
Led by Cornell history professor Maria Cristina Garcia, author of Havana USA

In the company of Maria Cristina and local artists and scholars, immerse yourself in the h 
vivid culture, and landscapes of Cuba, inhaling its sea breezes and the winds of change.

See full itinerary and register at cau.cornell.edu

CAU study tours in 2018 include:
India: Vast, Various, and Vibrant, led by Porus D. Olpadwala (January) 

Tucson: Springtime in the Desert, led by Cole Gilbert and Linda Rayor (April) 

New York: A Spring Theater Weekend, led by Glenn Altschuler (April)

Israel and the Palestinian Territory, led by Ross Brann (May)

Austria and Hungary: After the Habsburgs, led by Valerie Bunce (May)
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A  NEW LEAF
CALS leads New York State's efforts to reintroduce t
industrial hemp, marijuana's long-suffering sister plant

GO GREEN: A hemp 
plant from Cornell's 
research project. Top 
right: Hemp seeds.

plant breeding and genetics who's co-leading the effort, was 
ready to sow in spring 2016, but approval stalled. It was late 
sum mer when the DEA sent two agents to ensure the seeds 
were stored in  a secure location. "We had to have three locks to 
get to the seed," Viands says, "and only two people are allowed 
to have the keys to the container."

Hemp won't get anyone high. The varieties in Cornell's 
plots are bred to contain less than 0.3 percent THC, the  
mood-altering compound in marijuana.

The irony is that hemp won't get anyone high. The varieties 
in  Cornell's plots are bred to contain less than 0.3 percent THC, 
the mood-altering compound in marijuana. And hemp has a 
storied history as a versatile crop for making food, soap, cloth
ing, cosmetics, and more. It was cultivated in New York into the 
twentieth century, but banned under the U.S. Marijuana Tax 
Law of 1937— largely a case of guilt by association. Vindication 
cam e from an unlikely corner: Senator M itch McConnell, who 
sponsored the 2014 Farm Bill easing research restrictions on 
hemp, with the ultim ate aim of helping American farmers cash 
in  on the popularity of products— currently made from raw 
materials legally imported from other countries— such as hemp 
"m ilk," a nutrient-rich alternative to dairy.

W hile hemp is a tough plant, it's sensitive to pesticides, has a 
short growing season, and needs a lot of water. Dry weather is 
a concern: drought-stressed plants can produce TH C  above the 
0.3 percent lim it and must be destroyed. Some of the Cornell 
varieties will be six to nine feet tall by harvest— and with their 
dense shocks of iconic serrated leaves, they'll no doubt attract 
attention. The plots sport large "No Trespassing" signs and will 
be monitored by police, but organizers note that to ensure that 
hemp plants aren't m istaken for their illegal relatives as the 
crop is reintroduced across the state, education and outreach 
will be essential. "There's an inherent public interest in it," says 
Christine Smart, professor of plant pathology and the project's 
co-leader. "W e want the public and local law enforcem ent to 
understand the difference between hemp and medicinal m ari
juana. There's a fear we could lose our research plots if they're 
vandalized. So we want to be as transparent as possible." ■

—  Franklin Crawford

For Cornell agriculture scientists, introducing a new 
research crop often has challenges. But those don't usually 
include giving federal agents a tour of your seed cache— 

unless that crop is industrial hemp.
Two years ago, New York relaxed regulations that outlawed 

planting hemp, joining a nationwide movement to promote a 
cash crop long banned for its family resemblance to 
marijuana. Last spring, CALS was home to the first 
New York State Industrial Hemp Sum m it, where 
officials extolled the plant's virtues and announced 
$ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  in research and Extension funding for 
Cornell. Scientists will study how the plant performs 
in various soil types, assess resistance to disease, and identify 
insect pests. CALS has planted two trial plots in Ithaca and 
plans to plant another at the Geneva Ag Station.

But before research could begin, Cornell needed to lay in a 
store of imported hemp seed— requiring state and federal

clearances. Legally, 
hemp is a controlled 

substance, and 
possession is a 

felony. Securing seeds 
m eans plowing through 

red tape and working 
with federal agen

cies. Don Viands, 
the professor of

L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E
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WHOLE CLOTH
How an outward change-donning the headscarf- 

altered the way a Muslim student sees herself

W hen I first started wearing the hijab at age eighteen, 
I had no idea I was making one of the most impor
tant decisions of my life, ft hasn't always been easy, 

and there have been many times I've wanted to stop. But over the 
past two years, I've become more conscious, more confident, and 
certainly more proud of who I am. And I've learned that the more 
you resist giving up on something, the more 
meaningful your connection to it becomes.

Commonly known as the headscarf, the 
hijab is a form of purdah  (covering) that 
some M uslim women adopt. But the hijab 
is more than just wearing a piece of cloth—  
it's also how you present yourself. To me, and 
to many other Muslim women, the hijab is a means of elevat
ing aspects of your personality, character, and intellect over your 
physical beauty, ft's both a symbol of modesty and of power. 
Some women style it as a turban, others wear it loosely; some 
show a bit of their hair, others cover everything except their eyes. 
There are no official rules, and the concept of modesty is up to 
interpretation.

When I started wearing the hijab— just before 1 matriculated 
at Cornell— everything about it felt wrong. W alking around

campus my first few weeks on the Hill was intimidating to say 
the least. I remember simultaneously feeling like everyone's 
eyes were on me and like nobody wanted to look at me. 1 often 
felt isolated, just because of what I was wearing on my head.

So if the hijab was so challenging, why didn't 1 take it off? The 
answer has a lot to do with the reason I put it on in the first place.

1 grew up in Texas, which many people might assume is a tough 
place to be a Muslim woman of color. But I never experienced 
explicit racism or Islamophobia— and I largely attribute that to the 
fact that 1 didn't start wearing the hijab until after high school.

For many of the women in my life— my mother, my aunts, 
most of my close friends— this isn't the case. They've been wear
ing the hijab daily since they were as young as thirteen, and _ 
they're no strangers to prejudice. From them, I've learned that g 
it takes courage to wear a symbol of your identity everywhere> |

o
o

The hijab is a means of elevating aspects of your personality, 
character, and intellect over your physical beauty. It's both a 
symbol of modesty and of power.

3 2  C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E



Cornellians,
it's time to meet
your match!

With just a few clicks, you can discover 
volunteer opportunities that match 
what you do best with what you care 
about the most at Cornell.

Visit CUVolunteer, your virtual 
gateway for making a Big Red 
difference in your community and 
for the university.

Learn more at
alumni.cornell.edu/volunteer



For all of your real estate needs in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, contact 
Scott Fava, one of New York’s elite 
real estate brokers.
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Scott Fava
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Be a Leader in the Workplace
Take advantage of this unique opportunity for 
motivated professionals to earn a master's degree at the 
leading school for labor relations in the country, right in 
Midtown Manhattan. Build strong ideas to push your 
workplace to a higher level and discover new directions 
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•  Law & Public Policy
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you go— particularly when, to some 
people, that symbol is a threat. So, for me, 
the decision to start wearing the hijab was 
daunting— not because I didn't have any 
examples to follow, but because I didn't 
think I could live up to them.

But as the political and social climate of 
the country increasingly turned against 
Islam, it felt more and more important 
for me to show I was a Muslim and proud 
of it. Putting on the hijab felt like a form 
of protest, an unapologetic display of my 
identity in the face of a country trying 
to silence it. W earing the hijab also 
felt like a way to defy the stereotype of 
M uslim women as oppressed, powerless, 
and submissive. And as I was leaving for 
college, where I'd have a chance to start 
fresh, the tim e felt right.

Naturally, th is all seemed easier in 
theory than it has been in reality. Until 
I started wearing the hijab, rude people 
were just rude, nothing more. It was rela
tively painless to attribute their behavior 
to a bad mood; I never had to question 
w hether they had som ething against 
me in particular. But since I donned the 
hijab, whenever a cashier stops smiling 
as soon as I get to the register or a bus 
driver says good morning to everyone but 
me, I've had to wonder if it's because I'm 
obviously Muslim.

As hurtful as these incidents can be, 
I've eventually come to realize that if 
people are prejudiced or intolerant, it's 
their problem and not m ine. And for 
every rude interaction, I've encoun
tered the opposite: someone has started 
a conversation with me, expressed curi
osity about my background, or just given 
m e an understanding sm ile. W hat's 
more, I sometimes feel the hijab opens 
up opportunities for me when it comes 
to applying for things like internships 
or leadership positions on campus. I'm 
often the only candidate who's clearly 
M uslim, and because of that— at least 
at Cornell— my perspective is valued.

M ost importantly, however, I th ink 
that the hijab has taught me a lot about 
myself. I used to think I was an innately 
confident person, but I've realized that 
being confident is easy if you've never 
truly been tested; the real challenge is 
staying strong when you're scared or 
uncertain. W earing the hijab reminds 
me that I've earned my confidence. ■

—  Faiza A hm ad ’19
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Sarasota, Bradenton, Longboat Key, 
Siesta Key & Anna Maria Island...

...these are favorite destinations for New Yorkers and we have 
the perfect spot for your Florida retreat - any time o f  the year. 
Voted the Favorite Real Estate Company in the area 18 years 
in a row, Wagner Realty is owned and operated by Cornell 
Alumnus David Eckel. Whether you’re interested in residen
tial sales or rentals, commercial property or a winter getaway, 
we want to be your Florida Connection!

Check our website:

www. WagnerRealty. com 
1-888-691-1245  
or 941-727-2800
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CRIME & PUNISHMENT
New minor tackles the complexities of mass incarceration

F or government m ajor Andrew Shi '17, satisfying his 
academic requirements involved not only tutoring other 
students in political theory and English literature, but 

going through a metal detector and eschewing green clothes. 
One of the first Comedians to complete the University's new 
m inor on mass incarceration, Shi served as an assistant in 
college-level classes at Auburn Correctional Facility, a 
m axim um  security prison where— among many other 
rules—visitors are forbidden to wear clothing of the 
same color as the inmates' uniforms. "Being able to see 
the prison system in person, and getting to know people 
inside, gave me important direct experience," says the 
Virginia native, whose experiences inspired a plan to pursue 
crim inal law after earning his JD  at Penn, where he'll m atric
ulate this fall. "W hen I read about crime policies, I'm going to 
be thinking about faces and people."

Introduced in fall 2015 and based in the government depart
ment, the minor— officially called Crime, Justice, Education, and 
Prisons— explores myriad topics including racial and economic 
inequality, law, and politics. According to Joe Margulies '82, a 
professor of law and government who serves as its faculty coor
dinator, the academic program is the only one of its kind in the 
country. While others cover similar topics in the classroom, he 
says, Cornell's is unique in requiring students to participate

as assistants in a prison education program, in which inmates 
earn associate's degrees.

In its first two years, the m inor has attracted about thirty 
students from a variety of majors. Its qualifying courses— partic
ipants must complete five, from of a list of twenty-five— span 
such departments as history, Am erican studies, sociology,

government, and anthropology. Topics range from poverty in 
the U.S. to the political and racial factors that have led to mass 
incarceration— the latter covered in a class called "Orange Is 
the New Black," after the memoir and N etflix show set in a 
women's prison. As that course's syllabus notes: "In  the last forty 
years, the Am erican incarceration rate has grown by leaps and 
bounds. T his increase is not only historically novel, but also 
unprecedented among wealthy democracies."

The U.S. is home to 5 percent of the world's population, but 25 
percent of its prisoners; about two million Americans are currently 
incarcerated and 70 million more have a criminal record of some 
kind. In recent years, the crisis of mass incarceration has come to >

'When I read about crime policies/ says future law 
student Andrew Shi '17, 'I'm going to bethinking 
about faces and people.'
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TheCornellLab^j b irdb io logy.org

This “Story of the 
Sixties” chronicles 
the lives of five 
Cornell freshmen 
from totally different 
backgrounds and 
follows them from 
orientation to 
graduation during the 
most turbulent period 
in American college 
history as the clouds 
of the War i n Vietnam 
gather over the campus.

By STEVEN S. KUSSIN ’69
Available at Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com

Christine Hoeflich ‘83 
Presents...

“The Spiritual Awakening Process: 
Coming Out of the Darkness and Into 

the Light”
D isco v e r th e  w o n d e rs  
of b ird s w ith th e  new THE CORNELL LAB OF ORNITHOLOGY

HANDBOOK OF 
BIRD BIOLOGY

•  Strengthen Your Intuition
• Awaken Your Full Potential
• Fulfill Your Divine Purpose

Available in Kindle and Paperback 
on Amazon.com

Join the Conversation at: 
www.ChristineHoeflich.com

Promote Your 
Gift Idea!

Advertise in 
Cornell Alumni

M agazine’s

Holiday Gift 
Special Section
November/December2017 issue

Space deadline: September 15
Contact Sandra Busby 

slb44@cornell.edu 
or (607) 272-8530, ext. 23

cornellalumnimagazine.com/advertise

and our companion online course,
ORNITHOLOGY:
Comprehensive 

Bird Biology

T h e  Spir itu a l  
Aw a k en in g  Pr o c e ss :

Coming Out of the 
Darkness

and Into the Light

C h r is t in e  H o e f l ic h
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LUXURY
A N D  EFFICIENCY
C O M B IN E
Gateway Commons is downtown 
living at its finest. With 25 luxury 
apartments, nearby Six Mile Creek, 
restaurants a walk away and onsite 
parking, this LEED silver certified 
green building offers all you need 
and more.

Call us to schedule a tour

607.273 .1654

toptieradm issions.com
7 8 1 .5 3 0 .7 0 8 8

info® toptieradm issions.com

TOPTIER
A D M I S S I O N S

Receive strategic advice, tools, and guidance from 
the nation's premier college consultants, helping 

students for over 20 years:

DR. MICHELE HERNANDEZ
Former Assistant Director of Admissions at 

Dartmouth Author of A is fo r  Admission

MIMIDOE
Parenting guru, educator & author of 

Busy b u t Balanced

• Unparalleled success rate 
• Advising and facilitating every step of the way 

• Lessen stress and increase college choices

Join our sm all group of students for personal 
admissions consulting. Call now  for information.

STEPPING UP: Andrew 
Shi 17 (left) and Caroline 
Markowitz 18  both taught 
in maximum security 
prisons as part of the 
Crime, Justice, Education, 
and Prisons minor.

the forefront of a national conversation on 
race, justice, crime, and punishment— but 
as Margulies notes, successful reform will 
require a new generation of leaders with 
a deep understanding of the underlying 
issues. "We've been living with the explo
sion of prison rates, incarceration rates, 
and consequences of over-criminalization 
for decades," says Margulies, who served 
as the lead lawyer on two Supreme Court 
cases relating to detention and impris
onment. "W hat's interesting now is that 
things might be changing."

Caroline Markowitz '18, another student 
enrolled in the minor, taught at Cayuga 
Correctional Facility, a maximum security 
men's prison in nearby Moravia. She recalls 
that during her orientation, guards warned 
her that as a female she'd be the target of 
unwanted attention. "But on the first day, I 
realized the students are there to learn and 
they really respect you," says Markowitz, 
a government major from Greenwich,

Connecticut. "I've never felt unsafe there 
at all." Tapping knowledge she'd gained 
taking Constitutional law on the Hill, 
Markowitz led some eighteen inmates in 
studying the First Amendment, with the 
guidance of third-year law students. "As an 
undergrad, I basically got to teach law," she 
says, "which is incredible."

W hile the m inor only requires that 
students teach in a prison for one semes
ter, M arkowitz returned to assist w ith 
a second class; working w ith the incar
cerated men, she says, has given a vital 
human dimension to her academic stud
ies. "It made me realize that it's one thing 
to look at policy— like mandatory m ini
mum sentences— and another to go to the 
prison and see that these are real people," 
she says. "One of them will say, 'Only five 
years until I'm  out.' And I think, where 
am I going to be in five years? That's so | 
long from now." ■ §

—  Jacqueline Gioskaufmanis ’19 |
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Unparalleled Care.
An unparalleled quality o f life.

Come see why we're different.
A Unique Alternative to Nursing Home Care.

407 W vckoff Avenue, Ithaca
' 257-5777

www.bFidgescMnellheiglits.com

Available atAmazon.com

Into the Blue 
Somewhere
by Catherine Becker 
Reynolds'66

Middle-schooler 
Victoryjoltsintoa  
weird new world 
and must help 
his tw o  troubled 
grandfathers 
find peace.

New novella

T he L a te L ife  
Bloom o f Rose 

R abinom tz

by

Ronald Pies,
Arts ’74-

Author of The Myeloma Year and 
The Director o f M inor Tragedies 

A v ailab le  o n  A m a z o n

Ife llo , Big Red! &  
The Big Red 
p a w  P r in t
by Heather Little

Relive vour best 
Cornell memories 

following 
Big Red Bear 

across campus to 
a hockey match. 

Companion Coloring 
Book Exclusively at 

The Cornell Store 
S5.95

Big Red books are a delight 
for Cornell fans of all ages!

Only $14.95 each

Take your 
place among 

fellow Cornell 
alumni who 

have gone on 
to great 

adventure and 
achievement.

Hardcover Books www.MascotBooks.com
Available at: www.store.cornell.edu

Where We O nce Gathered 
Lost Synagogues of Europe

paintings and words by 
Andrea Strongwater

Where We Once Gathered 
Lost Synagogues of Europe

"Lost Synagogues? They are lost only if we forget. 
How can we even begin to discuss what was lost 

until we know what was before. Strongwater's 
paintings evoke the beauty and vitality of the lost 

communities of Europe."

Paintings and words by 
Andrea Strongwater '70

For books, lectures and exhibits contact
andrea.strongwater@gmail.com

Books also available on Amazon and eifrigpublishing.com

Advertise your 
travel-related business in 

Cornell Alumni Magazine’s

Big Red 
Travel 
Guide

Jan/Feb ’18 issue
Contact Sandra Busby 

slb44@cornell.edu  
or (607) 272-8530, ext. 23 

cornellalumnimagazine.com/advertise

Marketing Big...byThinking Small
Anything You Sell Can be Helped by the Great
est Marketing Achievement of the 20th Century

A "not worth a damn" product with an awful 
reputation that no one thought would sell 
became the all-time best seller because its 
company broke the rules.

They rejected top ad shops, ran simple ads, 
put down their own product, and refused to 
discount or update it. How Detroit and other 
lagging products can sell by breaking the rules.

by John L. Gann, Jr., citykid@uwalumni.com, 
formerly with CCE, College of Human Ecology. 
See salesjobsandtaxes.com/thinlsmall1.html.

Vineyard Vines Tote
This sturdy canvas tote by 

Vineyard Vines is trimm ed w ith a 
patterned red silk of the classic 

Cornell bear leaning on a C. 
The tote includes four in terio r 

pockets and a zippered top.

Available at The Cornell Store
store.cornell.edu

TheComellStore.
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New Releases
The Changeling
VICTOR LAVALLE '94, BA '95

"LaValle has a knack for blending 
social realism with genre tropes," says 
Kirkus in a starred review, "and this 
blend of horror story and fatherhood 
fable is surprising and admirably 
controlled." The Columbia writing 
professor and author of The Devil in 
Silver—about a malevolent creature 
stalking a New York City mental 
hospital— spins a modem urban 

fairy tale about a mixed-race man named Apollo who loses his 
father, wife, and son under tragic, mysterious, and potentially 
magical circumstances.

"He didn't open his mouth for fear of swallowing water.
He wasn't in a river. Nor in the ocean. But that's how he felt. 
Submerged," LaValle writes at a climactic moment, when a 
shackled Apollo awakes from a dream of drowning, to the 
sounds of what he takes for human screams. "He was in an 
apartment in New York City. His apartment. Where he'd 
lived with his family for two years. Being guided back to 
clarity, to consciousness, by the lead line of another person's 
agony. In a way, he had to be grateful for this stranger's pain.
If not for that screaming, he'd only flail aimlessly in this 
darkness. Lost."

In May, the N ew  York Times put The Changeling on its 
list of top summer reads. LaValle's earlier works include the 
1999 short story collection Slapboxing with Jesus and the 
2009 novel Big Machine— about the survivor of a suicide cult 
who joins a group of paranormal investigators—which won an 
American Book Award and landed on numerous top-ten lists.

Broken River
J. ROBERT LENNON

The Cornell writing professor, whose 
previous novels include Familiar and 
Mailman, sets his latest in an Upstate New 
York house that was once the site of a 
double murder. When a family o f three 
moves in years later—seeking a fresh start 
after troubles in New York City—the tween 
daughter becomes obsessed with the 
home's violent history. Publishers Weekly 

calls Broken River "a finely tuned tragedy whose well-developed 
characters are all the more sympathetic for the inexorability 
of their fates." The novel also got a starred review from Library 
Journal and was named one of Amazon's top picks for May.

BROKEN
RIVER

J. ROBERT LENNON

Food on the Page
MEGAN ELIAS '91

In what its jacket touts as "the first 
comprehensive history of American 
cookbooks," Elias chronicles how culinary 
guides have long reflected national food 
trends-from  the publication of American 
Cookery in 1796 through the heyday 
of Gourmet magazine to today's food 
blogs. Her section on "cookbooks and 
the counterculture" includes a discussion 

of Ithaca's own Moosewood restaurant and its eponymous 
vegetarian recipe collection, penned by Mollie Katzen '72. "Tamari 
was featured, as were tortillas, hummus, and curry," writes Elias,
"all familiar to commune kitchens of the era." A cultural historian 
specializing in food, she holds a PhD from CUNY; her other books 
have covered such topics as home economics, the cultural history 
of lunch, and the global history o f barbecue.

FOOD  
ON THE

M E G A N  J .  E L I A S

City Mouse
STACEY NEREN LENDER '91

Kirkus describes Lender's debut novel as 
a "bracingly tart portrait o f suburban hell." 
No longer able to afford their Manhattan 
neighborhood, Jessica and her husband 
move with their daughters to Rockland 
County, where she finds herself the only 
working mom in her new social c irc le- 
populated by women obsessed with 
having perfect bodies, clothes, homes, 

and lives. "In the city I had never thought twice about what I threw 
on when I ran out of the apartment, but in Suffern, I felt a weird 
pressure to make sure I looked somewhat put together, especially 
in situations where I knew I might be meeting people," Lender 
writes in Jessica's first-person narration. "Like middle school all 
over again. Is my bra strap showing? Is my shirt tucked in right? At 
drop-off, at pickup, even at the supermarket on Sunday mornings, 
I often felt eyes all around me, little looks checking me out: the 
new mom."

Problem Solved
CHERYL STRAUSS EINHORN '91

An investigative journalist who covers 
business and finance, Einhorn is also a 
consultant focused on effective decision 
making. Her new book offers a guide to a 
decision-making method she developed, 
called AREA (for its four stages: Absolute, 
Relative, Exploration & Exploitation, and 
Analysis), that she teaches to journalism 
and business students at Columbia. "It 

draws an analogy with the way a cheetah hunts," former UK Prime 
Minister Tony Blair explains in the introduction. "The key is the 
animal's ability to decelerate and pause, giving it the opportunity 
to turn and change direction where necessary to pursue its prey. 
In the same way, when taking a critical decision, [Einhorn] shows 
how at crucial moments it pays to slow down, to re-assess, and 
sometimes to switch course." The book is punctuated with lists o f 
questions to clarify the issues at hand, which Einhorn whimsically 
dubs "Cheetah Sheets."

P R O B L E M
S O L V E D
A PownrtuS Syltam tar MaAfcag CwapJaa

Dacislom Wish CwrlhteK* ansi Ccmkttar*

I I I )  I

To purchase these books and others by Cornellians, or to submit your book for possible mention in Cornell Alumni Magazine, go to cornellalumnimagazine.com/authors.
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5=S THREE HILLS
AN IM PRINT  OF C O R N E LL  UNIVERSITY PRESS

Publishing New York's story from Brooklyn to Buffalo and beyond

FAITHFUL
■ ^ " I I i I I I iii. T

CELEBRATING THE 

GREATEST MOMENTS 

OF CORNELL HOCKEY

1*»THUR mintz

AND THE SPARROW FELL
by Robert J. Mrazek ’67
$26.95 hardcover

A com ing-of-age tale set against th e  backdrop o f cam pus 
u n rest during the \ ietnam  War, A n d  the Sparrow  Fell tells 
th e  story o f  th ree  (Cornell undergraduates in th e  spring o f 
1 9 6 7 . W h ile  R ick L ed better heads fo r com bat, h is b ro th er 
Tom , and Tom 's girlfriend, Kate, lead protests at hom e. As 
fam ily and country  d isintegrate, th e  true price o f  w ar is 
brou ght to b ear on  th em  all.

“A n d  the Sparrow  F ell  g rab b ed  m e fro m  th e  firs t page 
and  k e p t g e ttin g  d e e p e r an d  m o re  p o w erfu l.”

—David M araniss, Pulitzer Prize-w inning author o f
They M arched into Sunlight

^  T H R E E  HILLS
A N  IM P R IN T  O F  C O R N E L L  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R E S S

threehillsbooks.com

FOREVER FAITHFUL
by Jim Roberts ’71 
with Arthur Mintz 71 
$ 24.95  h a rd c o v e r

"M ost o f  all, I rem em b er the fans. The 
ones who cam ped out overnight in raw 
Ith aca  w eather to  get th e ir  season tickets. 
T h e  ones th at w ent on th e  road w ith us. 
to  Christm as tournam ents in  boston or 
New York. They  tau ght us a life  lesson  - 
always do what you do w here it m atters.

- fro m  the Forew ord by K en D ryden 69
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Big Red Highlights

WOMEN’S LACROSSE For the first time in program 
history, the Big Red has won NCAA tournament 
games in back-to-back seasons. Cornell scored 
a 12-7 win over Notre Dame in the first round of 
the 2017 playoffs before losing to Princeton in the 
second round. Cornell also fell to the Tigers in the 
Ivy League title game after sharing a regular sea
son championship (in a three-way tie with Prince
ton and Penn), posting a 6-1 league record. Catie 
Smith’17 (above) was named the league’s defender 
of the year and was joined on the All-Ivy first team 
by team mates Amie Dickson ’17 and Kristy Gilbert 
’17. Jenny Graap ’86 earned Ivy coach of the year 
honors for the first time.

MEN’S TENNIS Cornell posted its first NCAA tour
nament win, beating Rice University 4-0 in the first 
round of regional competition before losing to host 
Baylor in the second. The Big Red claimed the one 
point available in doubles play against Rice, winning 
two of the three doubles matches, then reeled off 
straight-set wins at third, fourth, and fifth singles to

clinch the match as the remaining singles contests 
were left unfinished. Earlier in the season, Cornell 
claimed its second Ivy title, beating Brown 4-3 in 
the regular season finale. Colin Sinclair '17, Chris 
Vrabel '17, and Lev Kazakov '20 earned first-team 
All-Ivy honors, and Silviu Tanasoiu was named Ivy 
coach of the year; Cornell seta program record of 21 
wins duringthe regular season, includinga 4-3 road 
victory over then lOth-ranked Oklahoma in March.

WOMEN’S TENNIS Powered by Marika Cusick T7 
(right), Cornell earned its first league champion
ship, going 5-2 to share first place with Dartmouth 
and Penn while matching a program record with 15 
wins against six losses overall. Cusick went 13-5 to 
become Cornell’s first Ivy player of the year since 
Olga Itskhoki Harvey '96 in 1995 and 1996. Mike 
Stevens was named Ivy coach of the year; he’s the 
program’s winningest coach, with a 78-58 record 
over seven seasons.

MEN’S GOLF Mike Graboyes '18 won the individ
ual title at the Ivy championship, leading the Big Red 
to a second-place finish-matching its best team 
placing from 1980 and 2005. Graboyes led from 
beginning to end, carding a three-day total of 214 
(two under par) to win by three strokes. He’s only the 
third Cornell golfertowin the Ivy tournament, joining 
brother Luke Graboyes '17 (who won in 2016) and 
Jim Bird '86 (in 1986).

MEN’S SWIMMING Alex Evdokimov ’18 set a Cor
nell record by earning All-American honors in a pair 
of events at the NCAA championship meet in March. 
He finished 14th in the 100-meter breaststroke and 
13th in the 200-meter breaststroke, both of which 
merited honorable mention All-American laurels. A

three-time Ivy champion in both events, Evdokimov 
also earned honorable mention All-American in the 
200 breaststroke in 2016, making him the most 
decorated swimmer in program history.

ROWING The men’s lightweight crew team (below) 
was unbeaten in 2017, marking the program’s 14th 
perfect cup season. All boats easily outdistanced 
Dartmouth in the regular season finale, with the 
second varsity eight boat winning by 11 seconds 
in the day’s closest finish. Meanwhile, three mem
bers of the men’s heavyweight crew-ilia Savin '17, 
Finn Putnam '18, and Raymond Weeks '19-were 
named to the U.S. national team selection camp, 
making them contenders for the World Rowing 
Under-23 Championships in Bulgaria.

MEN’S LACROSSE No first-year student in the 
long and celebrated history of Cornell lacrosse has 
enjoyed a better freshman season than Jeff Teat 
'20. After collecting five goals and seven assists in 
an 18-17 win over Princeton in the season finale, Teat 
finished his rookie campaign with a school freshman 
record of 72 points (33 goals, 39 assists) break
ing the previous record of 67 set by Rob Pannell 
'12, BS '13, in 2009. His 12 points in the Princeton 
game were two short of the school record and the 
most by a Big Red player in a single game since Tim 
Goldstein '88 scored 12 in 1987.

WOMEN’S HOCKEY Paula Voorheis ’17 won the |  
Sarah Devens Award, given by ECAC Hockey and |  
Hockey Eastto a playerwho demonstrates leadership |  
and commitment both on and off the ice. Voorheis 
posted career bests in save percentage (.944) and |  
goals against average (1.59) this past season 1 
and became only the second goaltender in program |  
history to surpass 2,000 career saves. g

WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS Kaitlin Green ’19 won g 
individual titles in the balance beam and uneven |  
bars at the USA Gymnastics Collegiate Champion- j  
ships, becoming the seventh Big Red gymnast to |  
claim a national title and the first to do so in multiple |  
events. Green won both with school record scores of 1 
9.900. During the team event the night before, Cor- I  
nell finished fourth overall with a team record score |  
of 194.950. It was the fifth time during the season 1 
that the Big Red set a new team scoring record. s
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Cornell’s new president chats with CAM about 
her first weeks on campus, her approach to 
the job, her cultural touchstones, her credo to 
‘be kind,’ and much more

BY J E N N Y  B A R N E T T
P O R T R A I T  BY R O B E R T  B A R K E R

GETTING ACQUAINTED: CAM Editor 
and Publisher Jenny Barnett (left) 
interviews Pollack in her Day Hall office, 
where the decor includes a portrait 
(seen behind Pollack) of one of her 
heroes, the late South African activist 
and statesman Nelson Mandela, given 
to her by the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photojournalist who took it.

C ornell's fourteenth president arrived 
on cam pus in April, moving into 
a Day Hall office that— in keeping 
with her background in computer sci

ence— she plans to keep largely paperless. Martha 
Pollack comes to East Hill from the University 
of Michigan, where she'd served for seventeen 
years in several roles including provost and dean 
of the School of Information. Her own academic 
background includes two Ivies: she holds a PhD 
in computer and information science from Penn 
and an undergraduate degree (summa cum laude! 
from Dartmouth, where she studied m ath and did 
a self-designed major in linguistics.

A  native of Stamford, Connecticut, Pollack was 
the first in her family to go to college as a conven
tional student; her mother didn't attend college, 
and her father earned a business degree in night 
school while raising a family. She and her hus
band, Ken Gottschlich, have two adult children, 
Anna and Nicholas— plus four cats that made the 
move with them  from A nn Arbor.

Pollack is Cornell's second female president, 
succeeding the late Elizabeth G arrett, who 

passed away in M arch 2016 
after eight m onths in office. 
W hen the fifty-eight-year-old 
Pollack assumed the post, she 
set herself on a listening-and- 
learning tour of the University, 
w ith plans to begin unveil
ing her vision and priorities 
in her Inaugural Address in 
late August. A few days after 
Pollack presided over her first 
Commencement on Memorial 
Day weekend, CAM  Editor and 
Publisher Jenny Barnett sat 

down with her for a chat aimed at giv mg alumn i 
a chance to get to know the University's new 
leader; the following are excerpts from that con
versation. CAM  plans to check in with her again 
to discuss specific policies, plans, and issues. >

!
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F o llow;__ cornellpresident
Cornell University

cornellpresident Couldn't have picked a 
better place, time and occasion for my first 
official Big Red selfie as ©cornellpresident 
-- Commencement at Schoeilkopf Stadium 
with just a few of my closest Cornellian 
friends! #Cornell2017
brownmom4 Awesome shot!!'®' 
tdcornwell A keeper for certain, 
chicspace v
maria violeta yamamoto Very cool!!! 
Greetings from Ann Arbor!
domtperez ©christigperez 
jazzguitar_gm it is pretty awesome! 
annagotts You're the coolest prez :) 
sorrossz Great
mikechininin ©patriciajaneong 
browlandspeaks Powerful

O  Q
1,429 likes
MAY 28

Log in to like or comment.

‘Over the years. I’ve come to 

learn that the idea that diverse 

perspectives lead to better 

solutions is not just talk. People 

bring very different thoughts, 

ideas, and opinions based on 

their intellectual experiences, 

personal experiences, and 

knowledge.’

You've been here for six weeks. What are your first impressions?
It's an extraordinary place. People are so loyal, so committed to the University. 
I see it in the students, faculty, staff, alumni, and trustees. The passion that 
people have for what they're doing, and what we're doing here, has been 
striking. Cornellians are very outward-looking and they take the Land Grant 
mission seriously. A faculty member on the search com m ittee described 
Cornell as "an Ivy League school with a Big Ten heart," and I knew exactly 
what he meant, having been educated at Ivy League schools and worked at 
a Big Ten university.

Have you gotten any particular advice from your predecessors in 
Day Hall?
W ith the exception of Frank Rhodes, whom I am really looking forward to 
meeting, I have m et all of the living Cornell presidents. The one piece of advice 
they all gave m e was to reach out to the faculty and learn from them, and I've 
been trying to do that in multiple ways. They also said, "Have fun, and don't 
take yourself too seriously," but that's sort of my nature anyway.

Could you describe your leadership style?
Over the years, I've come to learn that the idea that diverse perspectives 
lead to better solutions is not just talk. People bring very different thoughts, 
ideas, and opinions based on their intellectual experiences, personal expe
riences, and knowledge. So I try hard to gather information from all the 
stakeholders— to listen hard and to synthesize— but also recognize that I don't 
own all the decisions. There are a lot of decisions that the faculty, the provost, 
and the Board of Trustees own. But there are decisions that I do own— and 
although you can't always satisfy the interests of all stakeholders, you need 
to take them seriously into account.
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How do you approach problem solving?
I actually draw on my experience as a computer scientist. In  computer sci
ence, you don't get overwhelmed by an enormous problem, you break it down 
into modules. We do what's called "procedural abstraction"—which I th ink  
of as delegation. You form a good interface w ith someone and trust them  to 
handle that piece of the problem. And we do iterative refinement. We don't 
wait for the perfect solution; we get a pretty good solution, try it out, and 
tweak it, then get feedback and try again.

All three of Ithaca's institutions of higher learning now have female 
leaders. Does this make you particularly proud? What do you think 
it says about women's achievement in higher education?
It's exciting— and in addition, I th ink it is worth noting that [the presidents 
of Ithaca College and Tompkins Cortland Com m unity College] are wom
en of color, which is quite extraordinary. And the SU N Y  chancellor is also 
a woman. But I actually look forward to the day when it is not a news story. 
If you have three people and if you assume there's a fifty-fifty chance, then 
one of eight times, all three should be women.

How much work remains to be done in promoting gender parity in 
STEM fields, and how is Cornell doing in that regard?
Cornell is doing extrem ely well. In  engineering, the incom ing class is 
approaching 50 percent women, which is remarkable. They are also paying 
attention to underrepresented minorities, which is equal
ly critical. There's a lot further to go. We're still talking 
about undergraduates, not graduate students. In 1987, I 
chaired a com m ittee of the Association for Computing 
M achinery that looked at the relatively weak numbers of 
women at that point, and I thought we would have made 
much more progress by now. But these are societal issues, 
not just Cornell issues. There is more work we need to 
do— and we're doing it— but other forms of diversity are 
equally important.

Your parents didn't come from a strongly academic background. 
What inspired you to pursue higher education?
My parents had a very clearheaded vision about the importance and value 
of education. They always did everything they could to satisfy my intellec
tual curiosity. From the tim e I was small, there was no question that I was 
going to college.

You're the sixth Cornell president to have roots at the University 
of Michigan. What's the connection? What did you learn there that 
might apply here?
The size, the breadth, the world-class academics, and a com m itm ent to 
outreach, diversity, and inclusion are shared by the two schools. One of the 
things I learned at M ichigan is that when you have a big university you 
are fortunate to have an overabundance of good ideas. Leadership needs to 
prioritize, stay focused, delegate, and trust the people around them.

Can you talk a bit about your computer science research?
My doctoral dissertation was on natural language processing, but I was also 
interested in how com munication between people is driven by their goals. 
That led me to work on what is called plan recognition: how do you recognize 
someone else's plan? T hat led me to do work on plan formation: given a set 
of basic actions, how does a computer or robot form a plan to achieve those >

CAMPUS TOUR: Pollack (from top) with Dean Alan Mathios at a 
Human Ecology event; at the Employee Assembly; chatting with 
history professor Maria Cristina Garcia (at left) and students; 
greeting Dean Augustine Choi at Weill Cornell Medicine graduation; 
addressing the Student Assembly: and speaking at a reception for 
Merrill Presidential Scholars, Opposite page: The selfie that Pollack 
snapped from the Commencement dais and posted on Instagram.
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‘The alumni I’ve met so far 

have been extraordinary. I’ve 

been blown away both by 

their loyalty to the University 

and by how welcoming they 

have been to me.’

Inauguration Celebration
Events to mark Pollack's formal investiture as 
Cornell president are set for Thursday and Friday, 
August 24 and 25. All o f the following are free and 
open to the public, with no registration required.

THURSDAY

Festival o f Scholarship
4:30-6 p.m., Physical Sciences Building atrium 

Undergrad, grad, and professional students— 
from the Ithaca campus, the medical college,and 
Cornell Tech—will share theiracademicprojects.

"Universities and the  Search for Truth"
6:30-8 p.m., Bailey Hall

A panel discussion by faculty from throughout 
Cornell, exploring the ways in which people 
assess and communicate information, and the 
role universities play.

FRIDAY

Installation Ceremony
2 -4 p.m., Arts Quad

The procession—comprising Cornell leadership, 
faculty, and delegates representing other colleg
es and universities—begins from Ho Plaza.

Street Fair
4-5:30p.m., Arts Quad

The event will feature performers, musicians, 
food vendors, and more, from campus and the 
local community.

For more information, visit 
inauguration.cornell.edu.

actions? I did a lot of algorithmic foundational work on that. Then, around 
the mid- to late Nineties, 1 thought I'd like to do something with more direct 
impact. I started to work on assistive technology for people with cognitive 
impairments, particularly those who had problems forming and carrying 
out plans. We did a number of projects, but let me give you one example. 
I worked closely w ith a neuropsychologist, who told me that when people 
with a cognitive impairment— an illness like early stage Alzheimer's, or a 
traumatic brain injury— come to the clinic, sometimes they do really badly 
on functional tests and their spouse or partner will say, "But at home he's 
doing fine." It's nervousness. Or the opposite: they would do well because 
they knew what they were going to be asked. So we would put a bracelet 
with a wireless sensor reader on them  and say, "M ake a cup of coffee," and 
we would track the steps they used and try to infer how their executive 
functioning was working.

As president, will you have time to teach?
I'm  hoping to. As provost, I sometimes taught the undergraduate discrete 
m ath course, which is where we teach computer scientists, typically soph
omores, the m ath they need. I love teaching. I'm not going to do it my first 
year, but I may later on.

What do you think of Ithaca as a town?
It's obviously spectacularly beautiful. It's got great coffee shops and ice 
cream parlors, but it's also a really nice community. I love the fact that, 
already after just six weeks, I go downtown and run into people I know. It's a 
wonderfully friendly, sm art community.

Is there something about Cornell's physical location that makes it 
special?
I th ink so. As an undergraduate at Dartmouth, I learned how magical it is 
to be in a relatively isolated com munity of scholars.

Do you feel prepared for an Ithaca winter?
I've lived in New York, New Hampshire, and Michigan, so winter doesn't 
faze me.

Alumni are eager to meet you. Are you planning a tour?
I've been working with [Alumni Affairs] to plan various visits to major cities 
where we have a lot of alumni around the country and internationally, start
ing late th is sum m er and through next year. The alum ni I've m et so far 
have been extraordinary. I've been blown away both by their loyalty to the 
University and by how welcoming they have been to me.

It's become a tradition for the president to get a custom ice cream 
flavor for Inauguration. Can you give us the inside scoop on yours?
I've been tasting, but I've been sworn to secrecy. I will tell you what flavors I've 
had. I love their m int chocolate chip and their Kahlua fudge. But you shouldn't 
read anything into that.

We'd love to hear more about your family. What does your husband do?
He was trained as a jazz musician. When I m et him  he was a freelance jazz 
guitarist, but it's hard to m ake a living that way, so he studied engineer
ing and worked as an electrical engineer for about a dozen years. After we 
moved to A nn Arbor, he kept working for his company for about a year, 
but eventually becam e a stay-at-home dad. Now that he's old enough, he 
refers to him self as retired. He plays a lot of piano and does a lot of fly
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fishing. He's an avid reader and a great 
cook. He cooks all my dinners.

What about your children?
My twenty-nine-year-old daughter is 
a PhD student in public health at the 
University of Michigan; she was a math 
major and taught high school m ath in 
the inner city of Chicago for four years. 
And I have a twenty-four-year-old son 
who is a software engineer in Austin, 
Texas. We're very into math.

What books are you reading?
I just finished two: The Underground 
Railroad by Colson Whitehead— heart- 
wrenching, but a m asterpiece— and 
The Undoing Project by Michael Lewis, 
who wrote Money hall. W hen I take the 
Campus-to-Campus bus to New York,
I can 't read because I get carsick, so I 
listen to books on tape. You need light
er books for that, so I just finished/! Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, 
which is very charming, and have started Ann Patchett's Commonwealth. 
The nonfiction I'm  reading right now is Floyd Abrams's The Soul of the 
First Am endm ent. He's a Cornell alumnus [Class of '56] and it's a topic 
I'm  really interested in. I also have two novels that were published a few 
years ago, but I haven't gotten to yet— Richard Ford's Canada and Kent 
Haruf's Benediction— and a nonfiction book on race relations, Nobody by 
Marc Lamont Hill.

What are you favorite movies?
Lost in Translation, Hitchcock's Vertigo, and 2001: A  Space Odyssey.

If you had a motto, what would it be?
"Be kind." It's such an easy way to make a difference in the world— to think 
about being kind to other people. I th ink at the micro level you should 
be kind in your actions, and at the macro level you should take it into 
consideration in your decisions.

Whom do you most admire?
One is Nelson Mandela. There are so many reasons—  
in particular, his extraordinary ability to bring people 
together. And to forgive, and to realize that you have 
to move forward. Fran Allen, who was one of the ear
liest women in computing and the first woman to win 
the Turing Prize. And— my dad. He is eighty-three 
years old and still works full tim e because he wants to 
remain productive and purposeful. I call him  on the 
phone— he lives in Phoenix— and say, "H i Dad, how 
are you doing?" and he says, "I'm  magnificent!" That 
positive attitude is a real inspiration to me.

FAMILY LIFE: Pollack at a 
baseball game with her father, 
whom she calls one other 
heroes, Above: Pollack and 
her husband, Ken Gottschlich, 
with their children, Anna (left) 
and Nicholas.

He must be extremely proud.
He is. Everyone in Phoenix knows that his daughter 
is president of Cornell. ■
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Veteran banker Vik Dewan '76 is the unlikely 
leader of America's oldest zoo

BY BETH SAULNIER
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R ounding a corner toward the 
Meerkat Maze, Philadelphia Zoo 
president and CEO Vik Dewan 
'76 bends down to pick up an 
empty water bottle and a dis
carded food wrapper. "We never 

walk past trash," he says with a smile, stop- 
ping to slip the detritus into a garbage can. 
It's a gorgeous Tuesday afternoon in mid- 
April, and the sun is shining on the crowds 
admiring the cadre of small, Disney-esque 
mam mals ambling and lounging within 
a labyrinth of screened-in tunnels. Atop a 
platform, one meerkat is standing on its 
hindlegs, surveying the scene. "They have 
a social structure where one is always on 
sentry lookout, and then they pass off," 
explains Dewan, who double-majored in 
economics and government on the Hill 
after transferring from Hamilton College 
as a junior. "Later, another will come up 
and take this one's place."

Dewan is clad in dress slacks, an Oxford 
shirt, and a golden yellow tie decorated 
with elephants and cats— one of a rotating 
roster of anim al-them ed neckwear he

sports daily. The zoo's leader since 2006, 
he has spearheaded numerous innova
tions during his tenure, the most visible 
of which has been this ever-expanding 
system of enclosed trails, designed both to 
benefit the animals and give visitors more 
eye candy. While the meerkat habitat is at 
ground level, four other trails are elevat
ed— offering an ingenious solution to the 
space constraints inherent in a forty-two- 
acre urban campus that's bounded by a 
river on one side and Amtrak rail lines on 
another. "Acquiring more land isn't feasi
ble, so we started to think about using the 
third dimension of height for our animals 
to move through," says Dewan, noting 
that the novel system is being emulated 
by more than a dozen other zoos in six 
countries. "One of the things we're most 
proud of is turning the thing that people 
thought of as our greatest weakness— our 
size— into perhaps our greatest strength."

A trio of one-year-old lemurs frolic and 
snuggle in an elevated tube, enchanting g 
the crowd. A six-year- old orangutan, wear- g 
ing a beach towel "cape" like a kid playing 't
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superhero, scrambles effortlessly up a 
high tree. A  puma lounges contentedly 
on a bridge above a pedestrian walkway, 
prompting stroller-pushing fam ilies to 
stop and point upward in  delight. As 
Dewan describes it, the campus's inno
vative layout— dubbed Z oo360— allows 
the anim als to tap instinctive behaviors 
and live more contented lives. "Cats love 
being above you, whether it's your house- 
cat or this cat," says Dewan, whose office 
background noise is the insistent chatter 
of flamingos. "It's natural for them  to feel 
dominance over human beings, and most 
zoos don't give them  that. We allow them 
to exercise part of what defines them  as 
an animal."

A veteran of the commercial banking 
industry who holds an MBA from Penn's 
W harton School, Dewan was an uncon
ventional choice to lead the nation's oldest 
zoo (opening date: July 1, 1874). W hile a 
lifelong animal lover—he and his wife cur
rently have five dogs, four cats, and other 
assorted critters— he didn't come to the 
job with professional experience in zoos or 
nonprofits. But the zoo's board was seeking 
a leader who could put the institution on a 
sound financial footing— and in any event, 
Dewan says, there's increasing crossover

between how the commercial and non
profit sectors are run. "The not-for-profit 
world has become a lot more attentive to 
issues of good governance— more focused 
on impact, outcomes, measurements, and 
being clear about who you serve and why 
you exist," he says. "And the for-profit 
world is moving away from simply looking 
at return on shareholder value. They care 
about their policies around their employ
ees; they think about their reputation, their 
social impact."

D uring his eleven years on the job, 
Dewan has seen attendance rise to record 
levels; the zoo is on track to welcome some 
1.3 million visitors in 2017, making it by 
far the city's most popular ticketed attrac
tion. In contrast to a typical nonprofit's 
heavy dependence on philanthropy and 
endowment payout, he has led a push to

generate 1 0 0  percent of operating expens
es from earned income, allowing donations 
to be funneled to programming and capital 
improvements. (The figure was in the low 
70s when he arrived, he says, and is now at 
94 percent.) He has also been advocating an 
expansion of the zoo's public transit access 
by reviving a long-defunct regional rail sta
tion nearby. "This part of Philadelphia was 
never designed to have this many visitors, 
and the ramps off the expressways can't 
handle it— on top of which, we just 
can't keep building garages. It's not the 
right answer," he says. "And we happen to 
be surrounded by neighborhoods that have 
very high unemployment. Transit will give 
people the opportunity to go to where the 
jobs are."

Stopping by the big cat exhibit— home 
to six  species including lions, jaguars, >

‘Gats love being above you. it’s natural for 
them to feel dominance over human beings. 
We allow them to exercise part of what 
defines them as an animal.’

CLOSE ENCOUNTER:
Visitors admire one 
of the big cats (left). 
Opposite page: The 
Meerkat Maze.
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FURRY FRIENDS: Dewan 
with puppets from a 
2011 zoo show about 
extinct species. Opposite 
page: A gorilla and a 
tiger on Zoo360 trails.

and leopards— Dewan is pleased to see 
a crowd crammed shoulder to shoulder 
for a glimpse of a tiger strolling languidly 
just inches away from the large window. 
"That kind of proximity will never occur 
anywhere else," he says. "There's just 
that glass separating the public from this 
am azing anim al, getting close enough 
that people can alm ost smell 
its breath." He points out a 
young girl who's avidly trailing 
the cat with a video camera.
"She m ight becom e a wild
life biologist someday," Dewan 
says. "Seriously—you hope 
that something like this could 
inspire her to think about her 
life and her career in that way."

He goes on to outline one of 
the zoo's fundamental aims: 
to instill a desire to protect 
anim als and their habitats—  
which is to say, to safeguard 
Earth's biodiversity. "We don't 
think that can happen by just 
sitting on your couch and watch
ing A nim al Planet," he says.
"In a world where people are questioning 
everything, they're asking, 'Why do we 
need zoos when you can see everything 
online?' We believe that nothing can take 
the place of this experience. Some people 
have the opportunity to travel the world 
and see animals, but the vast majority of 

§ our populations in urban centers do not."
As he continues his tour of the zoo,<s> '

| Dewan repeatedly points out the multi- 
| cultural, multigenerational crowd. On 
| this random weekday, there are visitors 
| of myriad ages and ethnicities; a veritable 
J U.N. of languages is overheard (reflecting, 
£ he says, not international visitors so much

as first-generation immigrants); some 
women are clad in shorts and T-shirts, 
while others wear full Islam ic robes cov
ering all but the eyes. "If you take ten 
seconds and look around, you'll see that 
this is the m ost diverse audience of any 
organization in Philadelphia, bar none," 
he says. "W e draw from every single zip

code, every ethnic background, every 
econom ic and demographic group." In 
addition to its missions of conservation 
and recreation, in other words, Dewan 
sees his institution as something even 
more rarified: a modem-day agora. "Zoos 
play an important role as places where 
people interact not just w ith animals, but 
with other people," he says. "In  a society 
where we're increasingly divorced from 
one another—where we're spending much 
more tim e behind screens— these meet
ing places are few and far between. For 
people who don't th ink zoos should exist, 
we say: come and see ours." ■

‘ In a world where people are 
questioning everything, 
they’re asking, “ Why do we 
need zoos when you can 
see everything online?" We 
believe that nothing can take 
the place of this experience.’

Talk to the Animals
During his tenure a t the  zoo, Dewan 
has developed special re la tionsh ips 
w ith  som e o f  the  anim als. He was 
extrem ely fond o f Kira, a Siberian tiger 
w ho arrived in Philadelphia as a one- 
year-old in 1998. Dewan v is ited her 
daily from  the  tim e  he too k  the  jo b —  
she had cubs his firs t year— until her 
passing in 2014 at age seventeen. "She 
was one o f the  m ost beautifu l animals 
I've ever seen," he says. "In her life tim e 
she probab ly amazed 12 m illion peo
ple. H ow  many o f us can say th a t we 
m oved som ebody's em otions 12 m il
lion times? But she d id." These days, 
he's especially tick led by the  fact tha t 
the zoo's4,800-pound w hite  rhino,Tony 
(above), clearly recognizes him whenev
er Dewan gets near his enclosure. "He 
has terrib le eyesight bu t terrific hearing. 
You could be 100 yards away and he can 
hear you and recognize your voice; you 
can see him  w agg le his ears," Dewan 
says w ith  a smile. "There's som ething 
really special about that."

An Elderly Menagerie
As the care o f zoo animals has become 
more sophisticated, they're living long
er and longer— and as a consequence, 
they 're  increasing ly facing diseases 
o f old age m ore com m only associat
ed w ith  humans. According to  Dewan, 
the  Philadelphia Zoo has some o f the 
m ost ge ria tric  animals in the  coun
try, inc lud ing  America's o ldest po lar 
bear: th irty -s ix -yea r-o ld  C old ilocks 
(above), born in Rochester, New York, 
in Decem ber 1980. "We're seeing an i
mals at ages we've never seen before," 
he says. "We're seeing lions w ith  g lau
coma and prim ates w ith  early-stage 
Alzheimer's. We're seeing animals lose 
the ir hearing bu t manage to  adjust."
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P H O T O S  BY L I S A  B A N L A K I  F R A N K

For decades, students have been leaving their 
mark on the Hill through an informal tradi
tion of painting murals in their on-campus 

housing. Adorning the walls of many residence halls 
and program houses are hundreds of paintings by 
former occupants—cartoons to landscapes, abstract 
patterns to album covers, original artwork to copies 
of famed masterpieces. "They're done in the spirit of 
bringing the arts into the building," says Mcurcic 
Redding, last year's director of Risley Residential 
College, the art-themed dorm that has the single 
largest concentration of murals on campus (includ
ing the one at left). "Students will paint everything

from the sprinkler pipes to the doors. There are even 
murals on the ceiling." Often, the artwork reflects 
core values of the dorms and houses they decorate, 
such as the nature-themed works in Ecology House or 
the national flags adorning the Latino Living Center; 
many others center around inside jokes lost on view
ers who aren't in the know. While some are signed 
and dated, most lack identifying information, their 
makers unknown to the students who hve with them 
day and night.

Did you paint any of these murals! Do you know who did! Do 
you have favorites not included here! See m ore photos and add 
your com m ents at: comellalumnimagazine.com/wall-art.
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THE TRADITION CONTINUES: In Clara Dickson Hall, Daytawn Campbell 
’20 (above right), an Arts and Sciences student and avid artist, recently 
completed a mural featuring a mash-up of images: an iconic scene of 
Martin Luther King Jr. giving a speech paired with Michael Jordan going for 
a jump shot. “Cornell can be tough sometimes, and I think some people 
get discouraged,” Campbell says, chatting with CAM while working on his 
oeuvre toward the end of spring semester. “The idea is to inspire people 
who see it to go be the best at what they do.” Of his twin subjects, he says, 
“Even though they did something completely different, they both dreamt 
big.” Next door in Jameson Hall, Isabella Yannuzzi ’20 (below) and her seven 
roommates covered the entire hallway of their suite-floor to ceiling—with a 
mural composed of flowers, bees, barnyard animals, and the night sky.
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FAMILY TREE: On a return trip to campus last spring, Aimee Buduan Hartono ’06 brought her nine-month-old daughter to visit a mural she helped paint in 
Donlon Hall more than ten years ago. “I’m from California, so I wasn’t used to the changes in the leaves,” she says. “I wanted to paint a tree that represented 
that.” With the help of a dormmate-Hartono recalls only that his name was Brian-she completed the mural in just a few days.

MOVING PICTURES: In 2000, as part of a reorganization of student 
housing, the Latino Living Center relocated from West Campus to 
Anna Comstock Hall, near North Campus. “One of the conditions for 
us to move here was that we could take our murals with us,” says 
center director Catherine Ramirez. “So they cut all of the murals out 
of the walls and they’re hanging throughout the building. Almost every 
suite has a mural from the original building.”
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LEAVING HOME: The hallways of Ecology House feature many nature scenes, including lush plants, the night sky, a tiger, and a forest populated with myriad 
creatures. Plans are currently in the works to decorate a basement study room with images from C.S. Lewis’s “Narnia” books.

ROOM OF ONE’S OWN: During finals week of spring 2015, about ten residents of Jameson Hall teamed up to paint what Kayla Niccum ’18 describes as a 
“friendly, homey, cozy living room” in a lounge area. While there had been an initial plan to create a coded message from the volumes on the bookcase- 
which include L o lita , The H o b b it, and F a h re n h e it 4 5 1 - in  the end, Niccum says, “it was just whatever popped into our heads.”
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WRITTEN IN STONE: A common room in Ujamaa, the African American program house, features this reimagining of Mount Rushmore with the faces of (from 
left) Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr.

you are passionate

WORDS OFWISDOM: Balch 
Hall's “You Are” series spreads 
positive messages throughout the 
corridors. “It really celebrates what 
Balch stands for,” says residence 
hall director Perdita Das, who 
hopes to see the series expanded.

TITLE CASE: Many residences feature murals that incorporate the 
building’s name into the artwork, like this one from Cascadilla Hall.
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CREATIVE MINDS: Given that Risley Residential 
College is dedicated to the arts, it’s no surprise 
that murals grace many of its surfaces, exploring 
a wide variety of themes from the classical to the 
whimsical. The works include a tribute (opposite 
page, top) to former resident Jennifer Tzemis ’96, 
who died in the September 11 terrorist attacks. 
The Tardis from “Doctor Who” (opposite page, 
bottom left) conceals a door, while a staircase 
(right) is adorned with tro m p e  I’o e il paintings of 
stonework. A mural advocating tolerance (bottom 
right) features mirrors that let viewers incorporate 
their own faces into the art.
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ROCK ON: The vintage album art 
immortalized on dorm walls includes 
Pink Floyd’s D a rk  S id e  o f  th e  M o o n  

in Clara Dickson Hall (top) as well 
as several murals in Donlon, such as 
homages to (clockwise from below) 
the Steve Miller Band; Emerson, Lake 
& Palmer; Robin Trower; Styx; and Yes.
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“AS A COMPUTER SCIENTIST, I 
KNOW OUR LIMITATIONS. WE 
KNOW VERY LITTLE ABO UT 
ECOLOGY, HYDROLOGY, AND 
SO IT’S KEY TH A T WE TEAM  UP 
W ITH THE RIGHT EXPERTS.”

fo r a Sustainable Future and additional support from 
the National Science Foundation’s Expeditions in 
Computing initiative, the researchers are collaborating 
across disciplines as they evaluate the cumulative 
economic and environmental impacts o f dams 
The full conversation is available at www.news. 
comell.edu/FleckerGomes.

Your areas of expertise seem, on the surface, 
to be far apart. How did this collaboration take 
shape?
Flecker: It all comes back to baseball. Ten years 
ago, we both had kids who played baseball 
together. We would sit on the sidelines and 
talk about how it would be great to do some
thing together. I'm an ecologist, and a lot of the 
work that I do involves tropical rivers in South 
America. For the past six years, I've been 
working on a project exploring vulnerabilities 
of species to climate change, and spending a 
lot of time in the Andes and Amazon regions, 
especially Ecuador.
It's been striking to see how many hydro- 
power sites are in different stages of devel
opment. You look on a map, and there are 
literally hundreds of dots with proposed sites 
for dams in the Amazon region. But these are 
also places in which there is very, very little 
on-the-ground data available. So what we 
started thinking, with all of these dots on the 
map, [was] some of these have to be better 
locations than others. And that's where Carla 
has been pivotal.
Gomes: I'm a computer scientist, and I'm 
passionate about using the advancement of 
computer science to really impact the world. 
Computer science is permeating all kinds of 
disciplines and is transforming the way our so
ciety functions, including in areas of business, 
on Wall Street. So why not use computational 
thinking to solve challenges in sustainability? 
With the Institute for Computational Sustain
ability, we are trying to have impact and think 
of nature in the same way major companies are 
using computer-science tools to optimize their 
own enterprises.

Dealing with something as big and complex as 
the Amazon, where do you begin?
Flecker: Dams are usually planned project by 
project in terms of local impact rather than in 
some integrated fashion. If you plan dam by 
dam, you're always going to get suboptimal 
solutions. So that's what we started thinking 
about. My work centers on what are called 
ecosystems services. These are the benefits 
ecosystems provide that people really care 
about. In the Amazon, biodiversity and river 
fisheries are hugely important in people's 
lives. So understanding connectivity -  the 
length of free-flowing rivers -  is important for 
things like fish migrations.
Another ecosystem service is navigable riv
ers. Other aspects, like nutrient cycling and 
sediment flows, are incredibly important for 
the way that the rivers structure floodplains. 
How and where dams are constructed are 
huge questions that impact ecosystem ser
vices, but the Amazon is a region where not 
much data exists, if at all.
Gomes: Our role has been to think about how 
to articulate the problem we want to solve 
and then model it. For example, start with a 
very basic tradeoff: having dams producing 
electricity is a positive, but that is going to 
negatively impact connectivity along the riv
er. But how do we understand that problem 
in the absence of a lot of specific informa
tion? Can we use big data, for example from 
remote sensing, to infer valuable information 
for the Amazon Basin?
Flecker: We want to see if we can at least 
estimate some of these things within these 
different projects. To do this right is com
putationally complex. Carla and her group 
are thinking about sustainability issues that 
require a lot of computing power
Gomes: Computer science has developed 
tools and models to design big computer 
networks, to design the grid. When you 
look at river connectivity, we leverage those

T h e  challenge is 
how to transform 
the vast amounts 
of remote sensing 
data from Landsat 
and other sources 
into meaningful 

information 
concerning 

ecosystem services.’ 
-  C a r la  G o m e s

‘To do this right is 
computationally 

complex. Carla and 
her group are thinking 

about sustainability 
issues that require 
a lot of computing 

power.’
-  Alex Flecker
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advances to reflect the reality of the Amazon. 
We found an example of a set of dams that dis
rupts major connectivity, but their placement 
does not contribute much globally in terms of 
electricity generation.
What have you learned from each other? 
Gomes: As a computer scientist, I know our 
limitations. We know very little about ecology, 
hydrology, and so it's key that we team up 
with the right experts. Alex has been incredible 
sharing his own expertise and bringing togeth
er all kinds of expertise. It's really awesome.
Flecker: One thing you learn from Carla is, 
don't be afraid of thinking of problems that, 
in our group, would have been impossible to 
work through due to the huge amount of raw 
data. With Carla, we can combine vast quanti
ties of unprocessed data from many different 
sources, including global data collection sys
tems, that are valuable for addressing complex 
sustainability problems. It's been incredibly 
inspiring.
We have a group of four to five faculty, grad 
students and postdocs, and every Friday after
noon we hold conversations as a group that go 
for hours.
Gomes: We have ways to approach these prob
lems on a large scale. When we first started, 
we began thinking about only one region, and 
then I said, 'Why not go to the entire Ama
zon?'
Flecker: That's the perfect example. To me, 
focusing on one region of the Amazon seemed 
computationally difficult enough. Yet, when 
they did their first analysis, they ran it in a 
tenth of a second.
Gomes: "A little bit of knowledge can be 
dangerous." That's a saying, right? I'm Por
tuguese, and for a non-native speaker, getting 
the idioms right is the toughest. Often people 
know these problems are computationally 
hard, so they say, "We don't know what to do. 
These problems are too hard."
Our approach to global optimization and mod
eling of environmental challenges is similar 
to the way companies such as Amazon use 
computational models to obtain near-perfect 
efficiency of the full supply chain. It's quite re
markable, with a little computational thinking 
and computational power, how we can now 
find the optimal solution in about 10 minutes. 
With Alex, I said, going to the entire Amazon 
Basin, I think we can do it. That's what excites 
me: the scale. I say let's go big. We are going 
big; I love that (laughs).
Alex, how has Carla’s approach changed what 
you do?
Flecker: It has changed, in dramatic fashion, 
the whole scale in which we work. It opens us

up to think much differently in spatial scales, 
and temporal scales as well. Exposure to com
putational sustainability has revealed for me, 
dramatically, the power of machine learning 
and the optimization possibilities.
Gomes: We are using computational methods 
-  in particular, machine learning -  to infer 
information from remote sensing. For example, 
Landsat is a satellite that has been orbiting 
Earth for over 40 years. The challenge is how 
to transform the vast amounts of remote sens
ing data from Landsat and other sources into 
meaningful information concerning ecosystem 
services such as river connectivity, nutrient 
and sediment flows, and fish habitat, to incor
porate into our decision-making models.
These problems are fascinating and truly 
challenging. Moreover, by studying these 
real-world problems, we are also advancing 
computer science. The sustainability chal
lenges force us to develop new computational 
methods that can then also be applied to other 
domains. ... Computational sustainability is a 
wonderful domain for computer scientists to 
have a significant positive impact in the world. 
Flecker: The reason for doing this is to have an 
impact. We think we can contribute and say: 
These are tradeoffs, and there are other, better 
places to do this, and here's where they are. 
This is a long-term process, but we know we 
can have an impact.
Matt Hayes is managing editor and social 
media officer for the College o f Agriculture 
and Life Sciences.
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Professor Carla Gomes 
draws nodes and edges 
of a graph representing 
real-world networks 
n the Computationa 
Sustainability Lab in 
Gates Hall.
Below: Professor Alex 
Flecker looks down on 
Cascada de San Rafael, 
the largest waterfall 
n Ecuador, which is 

just downstream from 
a mega-hydropower 
project that is being 
nstalled

‘JxiUr-

IS jsfr,
m \

few g u  
-

l H v- V ■

Provided



Highlights from Ezra magazine and Ezra Update:

From one generation 
to the next:
The endowed 
scholarship challenge

Cornellians of all stripes are coming together to 
meet the challenge of boosting financial aid through 
their support of a new endowed scholarship challenge
Launched in December 2016, the challenge is 
approaching the halfway mark of its goal of raising 
an estimated $25 million in endowed scholarships, 
essential to upholding Cornell University as “an institution 
where any person can find instruction in any study.”

To date, 41 donors have given a combined $9.8 million. To increase 
their impact, the university is matching these gifts of $2 0 0 ,0 0 0  

or more (payable within five years) on a i-to-4 basis, thanks to a 
$5 million unrestricted bequest by Craig Voorhees ’49, who was a 
benefactor of scholarships in his lifetime. Already, $2.45 million in 
matching funds have been awarded.
Ranging from the Class of '4 4  to the Class of ’0 2  and representing 
alumni as well as family members and friends, these early 
supporters are showing how Cornellians can shape the destinies of 
future generations.
Learn how you can help pave the way for Cornellians to come.

Contact:
Allison D. Riley’84

Project Manager for the Endowed Scholarship Challenge
Division of Alumni Affairs and Development, Cornell University
130 East Seneca Street, Suite 4 0 0

Ithaca, NY 14850

abdi@cornell.edu
6 0 7-254-7158

n t t l ' ll l f M m  U l
I 1 F 1

Above: Richard Meier 
’56, BArch. ’57, made an 
endowed scholarship 
gift to benefit graduate 
architecture students at the 
College of Architecture, Art 
and Planning. Left, top: An 
unrestricted bequest from 
Craig Voorhees ’49 provided 
$5 million in matching funds 
for the endowed scholarship 
challenge. During his 
retime, Voorhees had also 

established a scholarship. 
Left, bottom: As a tribute, 
Edward Estrada ’94 named 
his endowed scholarship 
after his father, Robert K. 
Estrada (seen on the right). 
The scholarship benefits 
first-generation students 
at the College of Arts and 
Sciences.

EZRV

“The day my father and my mother 
dropped me off at Cornell, they 

knew it was such a huge step. They 
knew the lifelong impact it would 

have and that it would also provide 
opportunities to my own children 

that they did not have.”
- Edward Estrada ’94
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N E W S  O F  F E L L O W  C O R N E L L I A N S

Your scribe, Julie Kamerer Snell, enjoyed 
meeting Bill Nye '77-the Science Guy as 

well as CEO of the Planetary Society-at a Society event 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, in May 2016. Earlier 
that month she also met Nobel laureate John Mather 
(Physics, 2006), senior project scientist for the James 
WebbSpace Telescope (JWST). In April 2017, she toured 
Goddard Space Flight Centerand saw JWST being read
ied for launch in late 2018. Photos are posted at the 
Alumni Photo Gallery, http://cornellalumnimagazine. 
com/photogallery/.

Your correspondent a nd ou rother readers enjoy hear
ing from ourclassmates, so do let us hearfrom you. ♦  
Julie Kamerer Snell, 3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt. I l l ,  
Silver Spring, MD 20904-0806; e-mail, julie.k.snell@ 
gmail.com.

Jeff Wells, son of classmate El izabeth Stuart 
Wells, BS '45, wrote that both his mother and 

father, Howard Wells Jr. (Princeton ’45), have died. They 
had four children (three surviving), seven grandchildren, 
and four geat-grandchildren. Howard was a social work
er and Elizabeth was an educator. Thank you, Jeff, for the 
update. We very much appreciate news from the families 
of classmates.

I received a note from faithful alum Joyce Manley 
Forney. She and a 94-year-old friend visited Glen Rose, 
TX, where they saw the famous dinosaurtracks and field 
of bluebonnets. The right person appeared and took 
over her job as editor of the community newsletter. She 
answered the question “What would you do if you had 
a day in Ithaca?” with: “I’d pray that it was a sunny day 
in April!” What would YOU do? Let’s hearfrom you. Send 
news to: ♦  Dorothy Taylor Prey, 1 Baldwin Ave., #501, 
San Mateo, CA 94401; tel., (650) 342-1196; e-mail, 
dmprey@aol.com.

The saying goes that “no news is good news.” I don’t 
buy that old saw for a second. This is the first non
column in my 21-year tenure, and I promise a column 
for CAM’s next edition, even if I have to write only about 
myself. You can save yourself from this fate if you send 
me some news about yourself. You guys are interesting 
people and your classmates want even brief messages 
from you. I look forward to hearing from you.

To list your e-mail address in your submissions, 
e-mail me at the below e-address. Include your name, 
city, and state. ♦  Paul Levine, 3273 Streamside Cir., 
#S-202, Pleasanton, CA 94588; tel., (925) 201-7575; 
e-mail, pblevine@juno.com. Class website, classof46. 
alumni.cornell.edu.

Elizabeth Brown lives in Kendal at Ithaca 
and stays busy takingcare of all her junk mail. 

She says she wishes she could be traveling.
Jerome Hausman spends his time drawing, painting, 

and reading a bit, and is active in the arts community. He 
also watches a lot of television and writes book reviews 
when he can. “I’m watching my children: Leah (opera, 
NYC), Sandy (radio and television, Charlottesville, VA), 
and Madelynn (attorney, Chicago).” Jerome wishes he 
could be traveling more. “At age 92, this is difficult!

Ill be going to Charlottesville and Boston (Tuft’s gradu
ation).” He would like to hearfrom Martin Greenfield 
'49 and Solomon Jay Cohen '46, BA ’44. French pro
fessor James Mason and baseball coach George “Lefty” 
James had a great impact on him at Cornell.

ShirleyBuckRabelerwrites, “Since I am almost 92, 
I have slowed down. I need others to drive me. I keep 
up with the Cortland County Women's Club and church 
activities. I have 11 grandchildren and 14 great-grand
children. Besides correspondence with all, I try to keep 
a few projects going. My children are scattered in 
Washington, Colorado, Michigan, and New York.” Shirley 
adds, “Last summer some of the adults in our family 
took three of my great-grandchildren to see some thi ngs 
on the Cornell campus that they did not know about. 
Our first stop was at the Botanic Gardens to see the 
Class of 1922 bench overlooking the pond. My father, 
Clifford Buck '22, was in that class, and my children 
named it ‘Grandpa Buck’s bench.’ ” Elaine Tompkins 
Merkel says, “I keep active with yoga, 'babysitting' my 
granddog most days, a nd being my own caregiver! ” She 
travels to Atlanta twice a year to visit her son a nd fam
ily and travels to Florida to spend time with former 
neighbors. She wishes she could be playing golf, hiking, 
and going to the “Big Band dances” at Barton Hall.

From Fran Mulry Baran, BS Hotel ’82: “This note 
is to inform Cornell of the death of my husband, John 
'SO, MBA '52, on November 29, 2016. Perhaps a few 
alums will recall the 1949-50 years, when a handsome 
‘special deputy’ could be found at the very busy East 
Ave. intersection, prior to the crowd headed for the 
football stadium. That was John. He had applied and 
been accepted with the NYS Police simultaneously with 
his Ag school application-the latter notice of accep
tance just a day before assignment to Batavia NYS 
Police Barracks to begin that program. Cornell was the 
winner~a very good choice.”

We hope you’ll take a moment to pick up a pen, log 
in to your e-mail account, or go to the link below and 
send us an update about your life. What gives you the 
most satisfaction these days? Anything new in your 
work or home life? What was your best day at Cornell? 
We want to know. ♦  Class of 1947, c/o Cornell A lum ni 

Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 
14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

We heard from Bob Person’s wife, Cathy, who 
reported that Bob was convalescing after a 

brief stay in the hospital .They both informed us with regret 
that Bob would be unable to continue in his role as class 
correspondent. If you or anyone you know might be inter
ested in the position, please contact Lauren Coffey at 
Lauren.Coffey@cornell.edu.

Jacob Fry, MBA 49 (Union Grove, Wl): “I moved to 
a V.A. skilled nursing facility in 2016.1 stay current with 
world news and financial markets. I like to watch Turner 
Classic Movies.” Stanley Reeves, MEd ’55 (Syracuse, 
NY): “I’m busy playing bridge and poker. Granddaughter 
Carina is finishing up at Emerson College in Boston. 
Grandson Jeffrey is graduating high school in 2017.” 
May Daniels (Tinton Falls, NJ): “I celebrated at three

parties for my 90th birthday. I belong to a book club, 
and we each read 12 books a year.” May attached a list 
of the ten books she read from August 2015 to May 
2016. She has been backto Cornell many times.

Gerald Sallus (Culver City, CA): “Tennis Mondays 
and Thursdays, walking group on Tuesdays, and board 
meetings (Culver Marina Bar Assn., Brandeis U. Men’s 
Club, West Los Angeles College trustees) keeps me 
busy. I helped the League of Women Voters run a can
didate forum for city council candidates.” Lee Soelle 
Austin (Chapel Hill, NC) is busy with visits from fam
ily. Robert McKinless (Arlington, VA): “I’m singing in 
three choruses, biking, participating with the Cornell 
Club of D.C., meeting new people at my retirement 
facility, and going to family events with four children 
and seven grandchildren. I had a 90th birthday dinner 
with 30 people.” Dick Peelle (Coming, NY): “I spend 
timeat family gatherings and in my woodworkingshop- 
currently completing a grandmother clock fordaughter 
Linda (started ten years ago).

Alan Van Poznak, MD ’52 (Tenafly, NJ): “Church 
and school music recordings keep me busy, as well as 
family visits; both of my sons live in Tenafly and both 
are married to Tenafly girls. In-laws are nearby. My sev
enth grandchild is now in college. The last of the big 
estates has been subdivided to make smaller homes. 
Years ago, Mr. Trump did two things that made me think 
highly of him. 0 ne was when the City of New York could 
not make the Wollman ice skating rink freeze; he took 
over the work and fixed it. And when Trump Tower was 
being built, he put a platform on the steel work with a 
brass choir, which made Fifth Avenue resound with 
glorious Christmas music like a great cathedral. May he 
do the same for al I of America.”

Alan adds, “When I registered in the Arts college, I 
was sent to an advisor who asked me, 'What is your 
major?’ I said, ‘What’s a major?’ He gave me a ‘what- 
have-they-sent-me’ look and said, ‘A major is an area 
of concentrated study. It just so happens that I am the 
chairman of the Zoology department. Why don’t you 
become a Zoology major and I’ll look out for you?’ That 
was Howard Adelmann 1920, PhD 1924, histologist, 
embryologist, expert on the music of Mozart, great 
teacher, and great friend.”

Sam Seltzer (NYC): “My great-grandson, Colton 
Samuel, was bom in 2015. My granddaughter Stephanie 
is currently climbing Mount Everest! The photos we 
receive are amazing! I made a similar trip in 1980.1 
wish I could be at Reunion. Please say hello to all of 
my old friends for me!” Thomas Baker (Clinton, TN): 
“I’m walking and gardening. I have 11 great-grandkids 
and counting. I have read many books recently-it’s my 
favorite relaxation activity. Prof. Eric V. ‘Free Body’ 
Howell 1913, MS 1918, had the greatest impact on 
me at Cornell with his structural views. I’d like to hear 
from Dick Rundell.”

Jacqueline Smith Flournoy (Westport, CT): “I’m 
working at a thrift shop a nd keeping up with friends via 
computer and phone. I have severe arthritis in my left 
knee and walk with a cane. However, if it improves I would 
consider attending Reunion. I recently read Conflict o f  

In terest by John Martel. Great story about lawyers and
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trials.” Rita Lemelman Alper (Stony Brook, NY): “I’m 
working two half-days a week at my local library. My 
daughter Jodi was recently appointed a judge in Su perior 
Court in New Jersey. I rememberthe beauty of the cam
pus, the friends I made, Prof. Morris Bishop '14, PhD 
26, and Prof. Henry Alonzo Myers, PhD ’33.” ❖  Class 

of 1948, c/o C o rn e l! A lu m n i M a g a z in e , 401 East State 
St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@ 
comell.edu.

Many of our classmates are now living in retire
ment communities. Are you all enjoying these 

new arrangements? Our VP, Jack Rupert (Rocky River, 
OH; Rupl8129@aol.com) tells us, “Once again, this old 
geezer, now in his 90th yea r, will try to bring all you su rvi- 
vors up to date on his life during the past year? As of last 
Christmas, Jack has been living in a condominium for a 
year and a half. “How do I like my new life in the condo 
after nearly 60 years in my Clifton Park home? I love it! I 
do miss cutting the lawn, shoveling snow, and worrying 
about that leaky basement, but I’m adapting. The lower

building is the villas part of the Westlake condos (once a 
hotel), and there are some 90 boat docks along our shore. 
The water is the Rocky River, with Lake Erie in the back
ground to the right.The villas are four units on each floor, 
with indoor tandem garages being the first level. My 
condo is to the far right, just above the garage.There are 
two trains that circle my office ceiling and a real one in 
the trestle across the valley, close enough to be interest
ing, but far enough away to be a comfort to my aging ears. 
It is special in every way!’

Jack continues, “I'm still active on four boards; 
Metroparks Zoo; Ideastream (public TV and two radio 
stations); Ohio Canalway, bringing our Ohio and Erie 
Canal trailway into downtown Cleveland from central 
Ohio (which should be completed in two to three years- 
hope I can live to see it!); and, as of this past year, the 
Western Reserve Historical Society (I used to study 
history and now I are it, to quote Pogo, that famous 
philosopher). The latter ties in with my interest in gene
alogy (having found no real stars in my more than 200  

direct ancestors, but lots of interesting history and 
fascinatingstories). I keep in touch with remainingcon- 
temporaries-former sailors, tennis players, and golfers, 
both male and female. Physical therapy also keeps me 
busy and in some shape. I'll be enjoying the holidays in 
the East and then Florida with the family. All three kids 
and theirfamiliesaredoingwell.”Jackcloses by wishing 
everyone a healthy, prosperous 2017.

Jacques Zakin (Dublin, OH; Zakin.l@osu.edu), mar
ried to Laura, writes that he teaches one course per year 
in the chemical engineering department of Ohio State 
U. and advises two PhD research students and four 
undergraduate research (honors) students. He adds 
that it was Fred H. “Dusty” Rhodes, PhD 1914, who 
had the greatest impact on him at Cornell. Charles

Hunt Jr., MS '63 (Freeville, NY) tells us, “Since ouryard 
has become a wildlife preserve I need to find some 
tidbit to attract mountain lions. The deer are eating us 
out of house and home.”

Marcie Shlansky Livingston (Lido Beach, NY; living 
marcie@gmail .com) writes that she is keeping busy with 
“two Hebrew classes and a creative writinggroup. Also, 
knitting red, white, and blue lap robes for wounded vet- 
era ns, a nd pink pussy hats for the feminists a mong us. 
And lots of crosswords, cryptoquotes, and reading. Son 
Michael 77 won a Fulbright to study in Italy. His book 
about Mussolini’s race laws was published by Cambridge 
U. Press. Daughter Ellen (Princeton ’81) earned her 
doctorate at Columbia. I found pictures of SDT soror
ity sisters from 1946 and 1949. Sent copies to the 
guilty parties. One, to Roberta “Bobby” Horowitz 
Greenfield, came back.” Bo bby-if you’re reading this, 
reach out to Marcie at the address above, or to me 
at the address below. Marcie tells us that Clinton 
Rossiter '39  had the greatest impact on her during 
her time on the Hill.

Fannye Weiss Markel (Buffalo, NY; thefloristry® 
prodigy.net) writes, “I'm still running my company, the 
Florestry.” For the past 50 years, she has been doing 
the decorations and floral work for parties and weddings 
all over the country. She even went to Kenya to plan a 
wedding there. Fannye, who has five children, seven 
grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter, says that 
it was her brother, Arnold Weiss '45, who had the 
greatest impact on her for two years at Cornell. He was 
Class of’45, but left for the Navy and returned to finish 
in Electrical Engineering with the Class of 47. Her grand
son Even Markel '07, ME ’08, holds bachelor's and 
master's degrees from Cornell.

Howard Loomis, MBA '50 (Pratt, KS) writes that 
he's chairman of Peoples Bankshares Ltd. in Central 
Kansas. He tells us that he's “living quietly, in the same 
house for the past 53 years with the same wife of 63 
years.” Howard adds that he wishes he could be doing 
more. “Nothing works physically as well as it used to, but 
I'm glad to be alive and movingat all.” Howard Deutch 
(Fayetteville, NY; hmd34@cornell.edu) writes that his 
wife, Katherine (Polachek), passed away on January 
18, 2017. Shirley Gleason Jones (Nashville, TN) tells 
us that her husband, Mark, died on April 7,2016.

Do keep in touch, classmates! We're all eager to hear 
from each one of you. Let's start looking forward to our 
exciting Reunion in June 2019! ♦  Dorothy Mulhoffer 
Solow, 50 Grant St., Wellsboro, PA 16901; tel., (570) 
948-9107; e-mail, winspeck@yahoo.com.

I am writing this from sunny Florida in mid-April, 
but you will not get it until July. This means I 

will not be able to report on our April 28 class dinner at 
the Cornell Club in New York City. We will include it in our 
next column.

At our dinner we will have had a report from Prof. 
Louis Hyman, associate professor of Labor Relations, 
Law, and History and director of the Cornell Inst, for 
Workplace Studies. He will have brought us up to date 
on the relationship between ILR on the Ithaca campus 
and the institute in NYC, which grew out of the univer
sity’s commitment to strengthen the presence of the 
ILR school in the City.

As I was sitting down to write this column I spot
ted on my desk the 2017 calendar that Ralph “Cooly” 
Williams, MD '54, had sent me and which I use daily. 
It has a copy of one of his paintings with each month 
on the calendar. They are marvelous. This brought to 
mind a dinner my husband, Chuck Stewart '40, and I 
hadwith him, his wife, classmate Mary “Patch” (Adams), 
and classmate Glenn Ferguson, MBA ’51, and his wife 
whenwewereinSanteFe, NM,a number of years ago.
I then saw Cooly when I was in Santa Fe again several 
years ago after both Patch and Chuck had died. He had 
a distinguished medical career in pathology and rheu
matology at the Rockefeller U., U. of Florida, and the U. 
of Minnesota, where he was chairman of the Dept, of 
Medicine. At the U. of New Mexico, Cooly saw a major 
expa nsion of research activities includingthe establish
ment of an NIH-funded clinical research center. His 
specialties included pathology and rheumatology.

When I saw Cooly again a few years aga he was still 
practicing, with an emphasis on working with the indigent 
in need of his services, and was spending time on his 
painting, agreat interest of hissince childhood. His works 
are primarily impressionistic on ca nvas, watercolor, and 
pastels rangingfrom local sites like the Florida Everglades 
to as faraway asJapanese gardens. He has now retired 
from medical practice, but is still painting, as evidenced 
by the 2017 calendar he sent me. Patch was an active 
member of our class, as both an undergraduate and an 
alumna. Glenn died some ten years ago aftera diverse- 
and successful-career including serving as US Ambas
sador to Kenya, chancellor of Long Island U., and 
president of Clark U., the U. of Connecticut, and the 
American U. of Paris. He was also the first director of 
VISTA and later was director of the Lincoln Center in 
NYC, where we met with him and his wife. He later moved 
to Santa Fe, where he died.

Manley Thaler, LLB '53 (West Palm Beach, FL) re
ports that he's still working as an estate and tax planning 
attorney in Florida and in Ithaca. In Florida, he also serves 
on the boards of Palm Beach Symphony, the Palm Beach 
School of the Arts, and the Miss America Foundation! 
Dick Pogue is still working full time at the Jones Day law 
firm in Cleveland. Paul Joslin (Urbandale, IA), my co
correspondent forthis column, is still teaching courses 
at a senior college. He's also active in the Kiwanis music 
program and in his church and community. His family now 
has 44 members over four generations-36 ofwhom live 
near him. He and his wife have traveled extensively over 
the years and have visited 33 countries and all 50 states. 
Please send us news about you. ♦  Patricia Carry 
Stewart, 2613 N. Ocean Blvd., Gulf Stream, FL 33483; 
tel., (561) 278-5387; e-mail, stewartpc@aol.com; Paul 
Joslin, 13731 Hickman Rd., #4207, Urbandale, IA 
50323; tel., (515)278-0960; e-mail, phjoslin@aol.com.

Charles H. Moore Jr. (Laporte, PA) has just 
published his first book, R unn ing  On P u rp o s e : 

W in n in g  O ly m p ic  G old, A d v a n c in g  C o rp o ra te  L e a d e rs h ip  

a n d  C rea ting  S u s ta in a b le  Value. “It's now available on most 
retail sites (Amazon, B&N, etc.) in hardcover, paperback, 
and eBook. It's been described as a ‘must-read fortoday's

‘ There are two trains th at circle my 
office ceiling and a real one in the 
trestle across the valley.’

J A C K  R U P E R T  ' 49
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leadens and the leaders of tomorrow as it delivers a call 
to action around the true meaning and purpose of sus
tainable value creation, and provides a guideline and 
template for living a life of purpose.' It also shares stories 
about Cornell, Cornell athletics (both as an athlete and 
as the athletic director), family, corporate turnarounds, 
corporate philanthropy, and the power of the network. I 
visited with Stu Campbell and George Hano, MBA '52. 
Looking forward to our 70th Reunion in 2021.”

Bob Gatje, BArch '51 (NYC) writes, “I’m happy to 
report that my sold-out book, Great P ub lic  Squares, is 
going into a second printing by W.W. Norton and will be 
out in bookstores thisJune.” William Grevelding (Paw 
Paw, Ml) writes, “My grandson is getting married forthe 
second time. He has a son, Scott, who is now 8 years 
old. I don’t get to see him very often as he lives 90 miles 
away and I can’t drive there now because of illness. My 
activities have been reduced to staying close to home 
since I have a new part-time job, cell dialysis.” Donald 
Victorin says, “We sold the house in Horseshoe Bay 
and are currently living in an independent living facility 
in Frisco, DC (just above Dallas).” His fondest Cornell 
memory: “Climbing the Hill from Boldt Hall to Willard 
Straight Hall on a cold and wintry morning and listening 
to the tower chimes.”

George Hano (Aiken, SC) offers this: “A little update 
on my activities [after he complimented me on mine- 
Ed.[. My wife, Diane, and I spend the winters in South 
Carolina and summers in West Lebanon, NH, a mile 
from the Dartmouth College campus, where we have 
participated in the continuing education program. Our 
favorite journeys have been with the Cornell Alumni 
Assn, travel program, where we met many Comellians 
who have become lifelong friends. I have ‘retired’ from 
the many equestrian activities I enjoyed through the 
years, and have discovered a new passion: writing. I 
just finished volume one of my memoir, covering child
hood through Cornell and the Army. It's titled ‘Get Ready, 
Get Set... !' I would be delighted to send a copy to 
interested classmates.”

Robert Williams, PhD '62 (Goose Creek, SC) is 
“walking, eating right, playing the stock market, and 
gettinga good night's sleep.” Henry Alford (Louisville, 
KY) records his favorite Cornell memories: “The chimes, 
the chimes, the chimes." James Martin, DVM '51 
(North Palm Beach, FL) has fourchildren and sixgrand- 
children-so far. We received word that Demaris Blythe 
Matteo, 87, passed away in her sleep on August 9,2016, 
at her home in Dobbs Ferry, NY.

Nancy Genevieve Belcher First (Northampton, MA) 
writes, “We have just two grandchildren: Leanna Rose 
First-Aai, who teaches teenage non-English speaking 
high school students in Florida; and Ryo Samuel First- 
Aai, a construction worker here in Northampton. Two of 
the most significant parts of my life are gardening and 
art. We have a home in a retirement community called 
Lathrop and are located on the last street in the last 
house, surrounded by woods. So I can garden on three 
sides-simple yet so satisfying. We also have an active 
art group here and each of us has exhibited in different 
venues over time. My latest ‘show' was in the Edward 
Jones office here in Northampton for two months. My 
husband, Bob, is 94, a graduate of the U. of Iowa. He 
keeps up to date reading the NYT every day, exercising 
at our Northampton Senior Center, and cooking all our 
dinners! I really appreciate that. Our daughter Katherine 
and her family live close by in Leeds, MA, so we feel 
cared for in many ways. Our older daughter, Ginger, 
lives in Olympia, WA. We have been fortunate to have

continuing good health and we’re very grateful. One of 
my dearest friends at Cornell, Peg Healey McNulty, 
died in the last year and I’m out of touch with another 
friend, Anita Van Hassel Blauvelt.” Fondest memory: 
“The beauty of the campus; and living in a sorority my 
senior year (I transferred to Cornell as a junior from two 
years at Wheaton College in Norton, MA). I also am 
blessed to have majored in Art.”

Leonilda Altman Farrow (Navesink, NJ)writes, “Just 
a superannuated widow living quietly with my memories 
after a wonderful life.” Her fondest Cornell memory: 
“Walking between classes with my memorable class
mates in Engineering Physics.” Harold “Mike” Gould 
(Pavilion, NY) reports, “Grandsons Stephen and Mathew 
are getting married this summer.” A letter from Mary 
Baxter Barger 'SO reported the death of Elizabeth 
King Black on April 12, 2016 in Seattle, WA. Mary 
and her husband visited the Blacks several times in 
Albuquerque, NM. Liz had no children of her own, and 
chose to move to Seattle when her husband died to be 
close to one of his daughters by a previous marriage. 
Mary kept in touch and heard about Liz's death on a 
recent call. Please send your news to: ♦  Brad Bond, 
101 Hillside Way, Marietta, OH 45750; tel., (740) 374- 
6715; e-mail, bbondl01@suddenlink.net.

I trust that all of you who attended our 65th 
Reunion had a wonderful time. Mike Scott’s 

report, which he had to submit right after Reunion, will 
appear in the SepVOct issue. Thank you, Mike (and per
haps also Phil Fleming), for covering for me while I at
tended a very important high school graduation.

Some people have been traveling. I received a letter 
from Stephen Tauber (Lexington, MA). As a gift for his 
85th birthday, his son and daughter-in-law treated him 
to six days with them in Iceland in January. They did the 
country. In Reykjavik they saw the Settlement Exhibition 
(a family longhouse from no later than 874 CE) and ma ny 
of the exhibits at the National Museum of Iceland. They 
toured the rugged Snaefellsnes peninsula, including a 
numbered but emphatically unpaved road through a 
lava field and the black pebble beach at Djupalonssandur 
with its wreckage of a British trawler scattered on it. 
Then they visited the area around Thingvellir, where the 
parliament first met in 930 CE.

Stephen writes, “We walked through the fissure be
tween the North American and European plates and 
saw the Oxararfoss (‘foss’ = waterfall) flowing from 
North America to Europe. Next came the thermal area 
around Geysir, which gives us the English word “geyser." 
Geysir itself has been inactive for years, but a nearby 
geyser erupts about every eight to ten minutes. 
Additional sites included two smaller museums (on 
transportation and on communication); several impres
sive waterfalls; the close-up view of an arm of the 
Vatnajokull, the largest glacier in Europe; a glacial la
goon where another arm of the glacier sheds dozens of 
small icebergs; and a tour onto and in to  that glacier. An 
ice cave from which water gushes in spring can be en
tered during the winter. The oldest ice in the glacier is 
estimated to be about 1,500 years old, and it’s an in
tense blue because all of the air has been squeezed 
out. A sister of our ice cave tour guide is a doctor on the 
staff of my neurologist at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. On three separate evenings we viewed the 
Aurora Borealis, and part of the morning of the day of 
departure we spent in the Blue Lagoon, which is fed by 
the wastewater from the Svartsengi geothermal power 
plant. Upon our departure from Washington on January

23, my son commented that the entire population of 
Iceland is significantly smaller than the crowd among 
which we had found ourselves during the Women's 
March on January 21. When we came out of customs 
on January 30 a sizable and noisy protest group greet
ed us at Dulles Airport.”

A somewhat briefer report came from Carolyn Heyl 
Innes (Amelia Island, FL; cappyinnes@gmail.com). 
Gappy wrote, “I recently spent a wonderful week with 
the ‘traveling Alpha Phis’-Barbara ‘Bibbi’ Antrim  
Hartshorn, Jane Kiely Davis, Gene Powers Johnson, 
and me. This was yet another of the many journeys we 
have taken togetherthrough the years, this time relaxing 
in Exuma. Less physical activity. More chatter. We ex
pect to recover in time for our June 65th Reunion.” As 
if in follow up, a note from Bibbi Hartshorn (Oxford, MD: 
bibbi@atlanticbb.net) came in. In March, Bibbi was 
“surviving” and “hoping for more written essays of 
Thank You Cornell’ and memories of our four (or five) 
years in Ithaca." She planned to attend Reunion. I hope 
she got there and enjoyed it. She had worked very hard 
on her Reunion projects. Her other thoughts, as class 
archivist: “We are still looking for more archival trea
sures.” Those treasures could be photographs, memen
tos, etc. Anythingyou would bewillingto partwith, Bibbi 
and her co-archivist, Cappy, would be happy to have.

Anthony and Andrea Bryant (Waukesha, Wl) had 
been “traveling extensively.” Tony mentioned a trip to 
Antarctica with Cornell’s sponsorship. The Bryants were 
enjoying the celebration of Century Fence Co.’s 100th 
year. In addition, Tony was mentoring his 28-year-old 
grandson to take over the presidency of the company, 
though not right away. Tony planned to “keep working 
because it’s fun to be part of a successfu I organization.” 
He and Andrea looked forward to returning to the cam
pus on June 8 . Marshall Lindheimer (Chicago, IL; 
mlindhei@babies.bsd.chicag3.edu) had been traveling 
to many locations with his wife. He’s “emeritus, ap
proaching 85, and still in good health.” He has been 
reading novels instead of medical journa Is a nd pla ns to 
continue “as is, still doing occasional reviews and work 
at the hospital (but very little.)’’ His other thoughts: “I 
guess election disappointments (or even horror) are not 
appropriate in alumni chitchat!"

Now forthe book news. First, from Lewis Daugherty 
(Tucson, AZ; lewdaugherty@comcast.net): “Every Friday 
approximately 20 ex-USAF fighter pilots have lunch at 
Hacienda del Sol in Tucson. We have written a book; 
each pilot wrote a chapter relating his experience. Most 
flew combat in Vietna m. The book, The Friday Pilots, was 
published by Author House in November 2014.” From 
Philip Sherman (Port Washington, NY; pmsherman@ 
aol.com); “I am about to have a book published. It’s a 
biography about my uncle Leo Margulies, who was a 
famous pulp editor and publisher from the 1930s 
through the 1970s. At one time he was chief editor for 
40 pulp magazines atthe same time. He published such 
writers as Ray Bradbury, Louis L’Amour, and L. Ron 
Hubbard. It’s a personal biography with stories from his 
personal life, including many from my own family.” The 
book is Leo M argulies: Giant o f the Pulps, published by 
Altus Press. Philip closed, “I would also like to point out 
that my granddaughter Laura Gayle Brooks '17 will 
graduate from Cornell's School of Hotel Administration 
in May 2017. She will be the fifth member of my family 
to graduate from Cornell. Others, aside from myself, are 
my late wife, Doris (Gotlieb) '55, and my daughters 
Judith Sherman '79 and Emily Sherman Brooks'84 
(Laura's mother).
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That takes me to Daniel Divack (Great Neck, NY), 
who reports that he is sidelined with Guillain-Barre syn
drome and goes on to say, “I have two granddaughters 
at Cornell: Pamela Divack '18, a junior, and Lauren 
Divack '20, a freshman. They both love Cornell.” Now 
for news from Joan Boffa Gaul: Ellen Alice Gaul, whose 
graduation June 8 kept Joa n from her 65th Reunion, will 
be entering Cornell in September as a member of the 
Class of 2021 in the College of Arts and Sciences.

Among travelers, I seemed to have skipped Henry 
Ver Valen (Sparks, MD; henrycvv@gmail.com). In 
March he wrote, “I’m throwing ‘STUFF’ out to prepare for 
my relocation. I only have one old car left (out of six at 
one time), a 1957 XK140 FMC-a Jaguar. My move is 
planned for the first quarter of 2018.” The move is to 
California, where his sons are living. While on the East 
Coast he planned to take a boat trip on the Rhine, visit 
Ireland and Scotland, and take a return ride on the 
Queen M ary 2 . He had madea quickvisitto Iceland. His 
other thoughts: “This is probably my last visit to Cornell. 
Living in Baltimore and Pittsburgh for many years has 
allowed me to attend most Reunions-Class of’52 spon
sored and Continuous Reunion Club sponsored. I will 
miss them.” ♦  Joan Boffa Gaul, joangqul@mac.com.

What keeps you busy, we asked, along with 
our annual call for class dues. Clarice "Rede” 

Miller Scott (Cincinnati, OH) replied as follows: “Cook
ing, cleaning, entertaining (a little), gardening, playing 
tennis, and hiking now and then. We make a driving trip 
or two or three a yearto visit family in the eastern half 
of the US. Thank goodness our two children and their 
families are not too far away (Cinti and Boston).” And 
what would she and Jim rather be doing? “We loved 
our travel to all seven continents, but have no desire 
to get on a plane anymore.” Who at C.U. had the most 
impact on you? “I really don't remember many names, 
but really enjoyed some of my classes in the Home Ec 
school-mostly designing and then sewing. Not so 
much cooking.”

Ruth Burns Cowan (NYC), like many, replied suc
cinctly to “Anythingyou'd rather?" as follows: “No." More 
expansively: “ Tribal Justice, a documentary film five years 
in the making, during which I worked as executive pro
ducer, premiered on February 5. Once the premiere was 
announced, even before screening and then following 
the premiere, director Anne Makepeace and I were 
overwhelmed with requests for screening. So that's 
what's keeping me busy. Tribal J u s tice  features two 
Native American judges forging new justice systems that 
incorporate the Native American concept of justice. 
Unlike the Western core concept of punishment, theirs 
is wellness, for the offenders and for those whom they 
have injured. Among those involved with state and fed
eral justice systems, there is agreement that change is 
critical. Tribal Jus tice  shows another way.” Says John 
Echohawk, executive director of the Native American 
Rights Fund, “This film is a wonderful way to educate 
people about tribal sovereignty and the ways we use it 
to resolve disputes in our tribal communities.”

Barbara Mestel Schaeffer (Palm Beach Gardens, 
FL) has “given up country club livingand moved into an 
independent living community.” Bridge keeps her busy, 
along with “Zumba classes, attending lectures, walking 
the lovely trails around two lakes, playing golf at PGA 
National, and meeting many friendly and interesting 
neighbors. I was happy to find that David Berke (a 
fellow Brooklynite ex-pat) and his wife, Sonia, are also 
La Posada residents.”

Barbara Querze Weinreich (Orlando, FL) is another 
with a one-word reply to the druthers query. Yep. “No." 
Two book discussion groups that meet monthly lead her 
busy list followed by board member of Orlando’s Holo
caust Memorial Center, Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orlando job coach weekly for cognitively disabled adults, 
mah-jongg (once a week), taking care of house and 
yard, and maintainingcontactwith four married children 
and ten grandchildren. “Prof. William Sale opened my 
awareness of literature as a means to understanding the 
human condition in all its varieties." Best day at Cornell? 
“Learning I had been awarded a Ford Foundation fel
lowship and could stay at Cornell another year." Advice 
to Alma Mater? “Present tuition and fees are exorbita nt. 
Reduce them! ” Marcia Wright Treiber (Fort Myers, FL) 
is another no-sayer, as to rather be doing. As to advice 
to Mater, likewise. Who at C.U. made the most impact? 
“Aside from friends, Nabokov." Sybil Langbaum Stokes 
(Skillman, NJ) is well-occupied with politics—’’trying to 
KEEP America great.”

Dick and Peg Jones Halberstadt '56 (Cincinnati, 
OH) celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on 
Grand Cayman, accompanied by their three kids and 
their spouses, three grandlings, plus two significant oth
ers in February. Golf occupies some of his time, but not 
too much of it. He shot below his age (83) last year. Also 
“discovered a marvelous new drink called a mudslide, 
which I am now able to reproduce at home. All ’53ers 
a re invited to come by and have a mudslide.” Bill Grab 
(Easton, CT) is “interested in culture, so I attend con
certs, opera, plays, and museum events. Also belong 
to several social groups that have luncheon and din
ner gatherings.” He is not one to say no. He’d rather “do 
more traveling,” but says he has “reached an age where 
that’s sometimes more effort than I want.”

“No,” says Donal Dermody, MS ’68 (Mount Dora, 
FL). He’s pleased to be busy with “various groups I have 
founded, especially the Distinguished Former Military 
and Mount Dora I nvestment Group.” He says Hotel school 
dean Robert Beck ’42, PhD ’54, had the most impact 
on him “when there was a Hotel school.” And he would 
like to tell Mater, “Return Hotel school to its original 
standing! Which was ind e p en d e n t'." Karl “Dutch" Van 
Leer, MBA ’57, and Rachel (Lincoln, MA) have lived in 
the same house since graduation (and the Army), on 
ten acres of garden and pasture. They “keep busy and 
happy. Eight grandchildren live within 50 miles. Some 
are very good athletes. Their games keep us interested. 
It’s exciting to read their newspaper write-ups.” Rather 
be doing anything? “Yea. Walking faster. We miss our 
dogs and animals. We have had a very good life. There 
are few, if any, things we would change if we had that 
choice." At C.U., “All the people were good or maybe 
even great. So were my professors in the Agschool. I 
wish I had gone out for more sports rather than waiting 
on tables.” Best day? “They were all good. Perhaps the 
big parties when my wife-to-be would visit.” Advice to 
Mater? “Keep up the good work. Don’t move too much 
to NYC. Cornell is in Ithaca, not the big city.”

It’s now less than a yearto our 65th Reunion, June 
7-10, 2018, in Ithaca. Now’s a good time to start rally
ing old pals and gals fora weekend that will make you 
forget Spring Weekend 1953. ❖  Jim Hanchett, 300 
First Ave., #8B, New York, NY 10009; e-mail, jch46@ 
comell.edu.

Long ago, in the early 1950s, in the building 
known as Goldwin Smith, your correspondent 

took a course in English history from Prof. Frederick

Marcham, PhD ’26. It has led to a lifetime love of all 
tiling British. I’m still leading about the Plantagenet et 
at, and have pondered over the death and whereabouts 
of King Richard III for years. He was killed at Bosworth 
Field near Leicester, England, and that is as far as the 
history books could go. After his death, the crown was 
then worn by the House of Lancaster (better known as 
the Tudors), where it remained for just over a century.

Richard’s body had never been found, thus the con
cern. That is, until a few years ago. A BBC program told 
me of the findi ng of his skeleton in a parking area near 
the City of Leicester. That really piqued my interest so I 
contacted MykeTaister, whodid our60th Reunion logo, 
for more information. Myke (as you might recall) is an 
FBI forensic artist and has done reconstructive research.
I figured he would know something about the topic-and 
he did. As it turns out, a friend of his, Prof. Caroline 
Wilkinson, director, Liverpool School of Art and Design, 
did the reconstructive procedure that led to the iden
tity of the young king over 500 years after his death. 
And this is another reason I treasure Ezra’s wisdom. I 
would love to know what courses you had that have 
tweaked your curiosity for over 60 years.

I asked classmates whetherthey had moved in recent 
years, and why and where they moved, and I received 
this from Rosemary Seel binder Jung, who represents 
the clusterof classmates who callSarasota, FL, home. 
Ro has been very active on multiple boards for years, 
having never learned to say that marvelous saver of time, 
“no thankyou.” She was our30th Reunion co-chair with 
Nes Dragel in and again with Ken Hershey for our 
50th. Between those Reunions her husband, Hal '53, 
MBA '54, died and she moved to Martha’s Vineyard, 
where they had built their dream retirement home.
I ntending to stay just a couple of years, she stayed 12 

before returning to the Philadelphia area and thence to 
Florida in 2004, the same year as our 50th Reunion. 
Overtheyears, she had rented in Florida and fell in love 
with the palm trees, year-round flowers, big birds, and 
beach walks. Ro has not looked back, but still can’t say 
no. She writes church newsletters a nd ta kes art classes, 
French classes, and writing classes. She says she dis
covered that Florida loves old people, and she’s happy 
they do as she tiptoes up to her 85th birthday.

From Jay Greenf i eld, an extremely interesting note 
stating that his book M ax’s D iam onds has been pub
lished by Chickadee Prince Books and deals with the 
impact of the Holocaust on persons who were never 
direct victims. I have gone to Amazon and read multiple 
reviews of the highest praise. Besides Amazon, you can 
find it at Bames & Noble and on Kindle. He is finishing 
his new novel, “Almost Friends,” that focuses on the 
relations between Jews and African Americans during 
the civil rights movement.

And, to quote Looney Tunes, “That’s All Folks I -until 
my mail slot welcomes more of your news. Meanwhile, 
take care of those brown dogs in August when Sirius 
rides high in the night sky. ♦  Les Papenfus Reed, leslie 
jreed@me.com. Class website, http://dassof54.alumni. 
comell.edu.

Lots of good news arrived in time for i nclusion 
in this column, and I thankyou! First, Bill 

Doerler put together a Class of '55 luncheon this past 
February at the Banana Boat in Boynton Beach, FL.Those 
in attendance were Ron Ganeles,Ted Hymowitz, Gerri 
Sobel Katz, Leslie Plump and his wife, Carol Penn 
Lewis, Charlotte Bialo Picot, Fran Goldberger Ruben- 
stein,and Joe Berlingerand his wife. Joe wrote that they
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have been on "about 500 cruises” and have seen many 
spectacular places, from the Great Wall to the Arctic Circle, 
“and of course, the US, especially the magnificent West.” 
Joe is also a longtime fan of information technology. “I 
had a computer early on: first a Commodore and then 
an Amigp. What a wonderful sou ice of knowledge; I bet I 
google something 20 times a day!” But his phone is “still 
a dumb phone, and I feel no compunction to have my 
attention glued to a smart phone every waking hour, as 
my children and grandchildren do.” This luncheon was 
Joe’s first Cornell activity since leaving campus, and he 
announced that he had just sent in his class dues.Thanks 
to Bill Doerier's organization,“everyone is already looking 
forward to next year’s event!” Sounds like the start of a 
great’55 tradition.

Gordon White (on how he chose Cornell over Har
vard, where several generations of his family had gone): 
“My father, an engineer, had gone to Cornell and he 
persuaded me that an engineer could always find a 
job-whereas I had wanted to be a writer and a news
paper reporter since I was 7. Serendipitously, the Cornell 

Daily Sun existed and was a great education in itself, 
and I changed from the Engineering college to Arts and 
Sciences. While Cornell did not make me an engineer, 
the Sun helped me on my way to a career as a Wash
ington correspondent and a very satisfying life.” Joel 
Mallin was persuaded in his choice of college because 
“Cornell gave me a full tuition scholarship." These days, 
Joel is working with museums and on his own art col
lection with his wife, Sherry (Vogel). He’s chairman of 
the finance committee of the Johnson Museum and was 
recently elected as a trustee of the Brooklyn Museum 
of Art. Many classmates will remember how much we 
enjoyed visiting the Mallins at their home and viewing 
their amazing collection.

George Shear, BArch ’56, wrote, “My college expe
rience may have been a bit out of the ordinary. Enrolled 
in the College of Architecture, I married my high school 
sweetheart my freshman year. While I attended classes, 
Diana waitressed at the Normandie, the restaurant down
town where you’d take your parents, then at Leonardo's, 
a bar near the campus where you wouldn't take your 
parents. Our boys, 2 and 4, attended my graduation 
and there followed three years in the Navy. Once dis
charged, I worked in Berkeley, CA, New Canaan, CT, and 
Washington, DC. Finally, after 20 years in NYC, where 
Diana, by then a talented interior designer, and I worked 
together, we retired to a loft in a former manufacturing 
building in Troy, NY.” Karl Wendt, BArch '61, said, 
“Cornell had an excellent College of Architecture on a 
beautiful campus.” And did Cornell fulfill his expecta
tions? “Definitely! It gave me my life! ”

Donna Jean Avery Darling, MS '61, commented, 
“I came from a small town and wanted a university ex
perience with small college facilities and atmosphere, 
and the College of Home Economics did that very nice
ly.” Donna mentioned one highlight of her travels, a 
freighter ship trip through the Mediterranean in the 
1970s, “because the passengers and crew interacted, 
which added another level to the educational aspect of 
the experience.” Afterwards-’because it was such 
fun! ’’-the Darlings booked another trip alongthe coast 
of South America. Rob Stob’s early ca reer was mostly 
spent doing computer research at MIT and USC. Nowa
days he says his grandchildren “blow right by me on 
computer games, but I can still hold my own with them 
in ping pong and pool!”

Andy Dadagian chose Cornell for its outstanding 
education and greattrackteam reputation, and regarded

his time on the Hill as the best four years of his life. 
Donald Demske wanted “the best Ag school in the 
US” (which made Cornell the hands-down choice), and 
it’s now his goal is to see the Big Red have an unbeaten 
football season. Dick McKillip lives in Madison, CT, but 
spends winters in Naples, FL. He confesses to entering 
the new age of information technology “minimally and 
reluctantly,” but is happy to report that he’s enjoying 18 
years (so far) in retirement with good health. John 
“Josh” Parker lives in La Quinta, CA, and enclosed a 
brief update: “Sold business and retired."

I'm sorry to have to report two deaths. Bob Mala- 
testa, a prominent gynecologist and obstetrician, died 
i n February 2017. Bob served in the Air Force du ringthe 
Vietnam War. When he returned, he gave up private 
practice to initiate and direct Muhlenberg Hospital’s 
residency program in ob/gyn and was chief of ob/gyn 
at Muhlenberg from 1973 to 1990. Dolores, wife of 
Norm Nedde. died in December 2015. Their 58-year 
marriage was “the best thing ever in my life,” said Norm. 
Our condolences to their families and friends. Check 
out the website for the latest information on Class of 
’55 activities: classof55.alumni.comell.edu. ❖  Nancy 
Savage Petrie, nancysavagepetrie@yahoo.com.

Seen in the Sunday New York Times Book Re
view this past April was a new book written by 

our classmate Floyd Abrams entitled TheS oulo ftheF irs t 

Am endment.

Seen at the Metropolitan Opera performance of 
Romeo and Juliet, sponsored by the NYC Cornel I alumni 
group were: Carole Rapp Thompson, George and Judith 
Cohen Lowry, and Burt and Naomi Siegel. The event 
included a lecture and brunch at the Cornell Club. Irwin 
Scharf (Massapequa, NY) and his wife, Alice, had lunch 
with ourclassmate and former class correspondent Rita 
Rausch Moelis. All send their best to’5 6ers.

It's been a long time si nee I’ve heard from my friend 
Judith Jankowitz Gura (Jersey City, NJ). Judy is still 
on the faculty at the New York School of Interior Design, 
with two books coming out later this year: Postmodern  

Design Complete (Thames and Hudson) and Guide to 

Global Styles fo r  In teriors (Fairchild/Bloomsburg). Jane 
PlunkettSbarra (Cape May Point, NJ) is studying music 
composition at Rowan U. and writing songs, anthems, 
and musical dramas. Her newest is “Winds of Galilee,” 
a sequel to her cantata “Winds of Bethlehem,” which 
was performed by 30 singers from her community. She 
writes, “So many talented people are willing to sing and 
I'm havinga ball!”

Robert Chernaik (Brookhaven, NY) is retired after 
48 years of private practice and spends winters in Boca 
Raton, FL, with his wife, Judy Levinson. Janet Booth 
Anderson (Fairport, NY) loved being at our Reunion. 
Ditto from all of us. Stephen and Gail Kitten plan just 
returned from a “wonderful” vacation in Hawaii. Bob 
and Roberta Karpel Silman just returned from a

“fa bu lous” trip to Pa ris. They traveled with their daugh
ter Ruth Silman '90 and her husband and two teenage 
daughters. Reported Roberta, “For those of you who 
wonder about ‘April in Paris,’ they were about six weeks 
ahead of our Northeast; everything was green, and the 

rdens were absolutely gorgeous.” In addition, Roberta 
recommends a book of short stories, Shooting Creek 

and Other Stories, by Scott Loring Sanders. Carole Rapp 
Thompson reported the events of her glorious trip to the 
Grand Canyon and environs with her granddaughter 
Maya, son Adam '97, and his wife, Anne Byrd, a mem
ber of NYC’s Whitney Museum staff.

It is with sadness that I report the passing of Bob 
Spillman '53, BArch ‘54, noted architect and civic 
leader, and beloved husband of our classmate Cid 
Brandon Spillman, this past May. David Stotz (Char
lotte, NC) died in August 2016. He was employed by 
the Du Pont company for his entire career as PhD chem
ist and sales engineer. David was devoted to his wife of 
58 years, his children, and his grandchildren. His life was 
celebrated in Chariotte by family and friends, reports 
his daughter, Sharron Eastman. EliShuter passed away 
this past April. His daughter Ann Shuter Pride '82 told 
us that her dad “loved Cornell and was a true univer

sity citizen. He and my mother, Adrienne(Bertenthal) 
'58, met at Cornell and were married at Sage Chapel the 
day she graduated.” Eli was a neurologist for over 50 
years and founded the St. Louis Neurological Inst, of 
Christian Hospital Northeast, where he served as chief 
of staff. Hewas an avid biker, as his classmates remem
ber, and will be missed by his classmates and Kappa 
Nu brothers. Send news to: ❖  Phyllis Bosworth, 
phylboz@aol.com.

After many decades of devoted musings of her 
fellow classmates in the A lum n i M agazine, 

Judy Reusswig has decided to kick back, relax, hope
fully enjey an aduit beverage, and watch the world go by. 
The offshoot of this decision is that I g5t to chronicle the 
activities of ALL of our classmates.

No better way to start the new era than to mention 
one of my favorite individuals, Ann Phillips Drechsel. 
She and I were referred to as “the twins,” a wonderful 
compliment to me. Ann taught needlepoint classes for 
many years and now takes a few classes to keep her 
hand in. She has also completed more than 157 puzzles 
in the Steve Wooden collection. As a great-grandmother, 
she recalls with pleasure the home she had for 30 years 
on Martha’s Vineyard.

Christine Zeller Lippman, our class historian, en
joyed the Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference (CALC) 
in Baltimore last February, highlighted by a most humor
ous address by then-interim president Hunter Rawlings. 
In the absence of OUR president, Phil Mdndoo, his 
many right hands kept the meeting orderly and informa
tive. In her role as historian, Christine would appreciate

‘The Suit helped me on my way to a 
career as a Washington correspondent 
and a very satisfying life.’
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any nostalgic pictures being sent to her at 1680 York 
Ave., Apt. 4B, New York, NY 10128.

Your humble correspondent worked at a department 
store in Newark in the early '60s, for which I received 
combat pay. Things have changed remarkably for the 
better, as Susan Roseno Fahrenholtz reports journey
ing from Bloomfield to Newark to enjoy the New Jersey 
Symphony concerts. She teaches a class in physical 
science at Fordham, and, in that regard, volunteers with 
the American Chemical Society to arrange paid summer 
internships for low income high school students.

Emita Brady Flill's bookBrora Faces and  Voices: 16 

S tories o f  Courage and  C om m unity has encouraged her 
to write two others, which will be collections of oral his
tories. Emita's three children include a nurse practitioner,

a biology professor, and a goat cheese maker. Thomas 
Paterson continues to put up with arthritis, but still 
enjoys gardening and helping Daria with marketingand 
other honey-do list items. Golf and travel continue to 
be favorite activities. John Whitaker, PhD '62, having 
retired a few years ago as professor of biology at Indiana 
State in Terre Haute, has noticed little difference in his 
routine, spending most weekdays in his office engaged 
in research. As a vertebrate ecologist, he has published 
over 400 papers, chapters, and books. Fie has set his 
goal to do this until he hits the century mark, but it 
seems that he may have to extend due to all the projects 
on his bucket list.

A wonderful letter from our late classmate Judith 
Weinberg Weidenthal's husband, Daniel, described her 
many accomplishments since graduating from the 
Architecture college. A painting devotee since spending 
her junior year in France, she developed a distinctive 
skill in format photography, and her work graces many 
homes in the Cleveland area. All this despite 20 years 
of putting up with Parkinson’s disease, which greatly 
restricted hermovements. Before her death, she joined 
her husband in establishinga professorship at the Case 
Western Reserve U. School of Medicine, specializing in 
movement disorders.
As / w rite  now  fo r  bo th , i t  su re ly  w ou ld  seem,

I tru ly  am  fin a lly  liv ing  m y dream ,

But I ca nn o t re lax and  do as I p lease,

T i l  I m ake tw o m ore batches o f m y fam ous goat cheese.

Send news to: ❖  John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.

We have heard from a few classmates via e- 
mail. Neil MacCormick (lieneiOmindspring. 

com) still resides in Albany and informs us of the follow
ing: "In 1953, five years after high school graduation in 
my native Scotland, while serving in the US Army in Japan, 
I began the search for a college to attend after my dis
charge. I had never visited a college campus, so was 
working horn hearsay and catalogs-no Internet backthen. 
After taking the SATs and sending in applications from 
my post in Hokkaido, I was thrilled to get an acceptance

letter from Cornell. I am even more delighted to report 
that my granddaughter Lily will follow me and my son 
(Neil ’83) as a third-generation student, getting an early 
decision acceptance to the Arts and Sciences Class of 
2021. Congratulations, Lily!"

Katharine Davis Fishman writes from Brooklyn that 
she has “launched a second career, in voiceover nar
ration. My first audiobook, Vegan, by Brian Adams, is 
now on sale at Audible, Amazon, and iTunes. I am the 
author's voice.” Need sound on your website or film? 
Contact Katharine at kdf@kdfishman.com. She enjoys 
New York, traveling, and their two daughters and son- 
in-law and three grandchildren. She says she got much 
satisfaction in learning sound editing “at this advanced 
age.” Responding to the news form question of what

she would do if she had a day in Ithaca (which, inci
dentally, your correspondent hopes to have several of 
during Reunion next year), Katharine said she would 
“check out what's new and interesting and wander 
through my old haunts, if they’re still there.”

We're sorry to report the passing of a good friend of 
the class, Earl Peters, husband of our classmate Harriet 
Auerbach Peters. Earl was in Switzerland in March, 
about to rejoin Harriet at their place in Florida, when he 
died. Gladys Lunge Stifel wrote, "Earl started up the 
Comell-in- Germany progra m some yea rs ago a nd often 
attended '58 Reunion events, along with former Big Red 
Bam dinners held after Homecoming games for a few 
years.” Both daughters have Cornell degrees and, with 
their brother, are helping Harriet at home in Aurora. Earl’s 
field was chemistry, and after working in textile chem
istry in North Carolina, he became the executive direc
tor of Cornell's Chemistry department for many years. 
We will miss him and we extend our sympathy to Ha rriet 
and her family.

Al Podell gave seven presentations in nine days on 
a book tour across Florida in March, including a visit 
and dinner with class president Chuck Hunt, who at
tended Al’s talk at Sand Hill Cove in Palm City. Al was 
plugging the paperback version of his New York Times 

bestseller Around  the  World in  5 0  Years. That tour fol
lowed his 80th birthday bash for 1/0 guests in NYC, 
where he treated THEM each to dinner, a Broadway 
show, and an artifact from his upstate ‘travels’ museum, 
its contents now being so generously dispersed. Now 
that’s a party! As we go to press, Al continues his ad
ventures on a touringship around the Horn-Cape Horn, 
that is-where he’s very dubious of not hanging over the 
rail a good part of the time. But he’s going to survive, 
he believes, and is driven to visit those outlying parts 
of the Southern Hemisphere that few get to see.

This same time next year we will have had our 60th 
Reunion on campus. We hope, now, that you’re planning 
to be a part of it. Good times then are in the making, 
when we’ll be residing on North Campus in modern, 
fully accessible dorms. Lots of university events will

be included. Connie Case Haggard and your co- 
correspondent/co-Reunion chair plan to join Ray ’57 
and Audrey Wildn er Sears for Ray’s 60th Reunion this 
June to get more ideas from ’57’sexperiences. One idea 
already is to have lunchtime free every day. We also 
want to provide a mple time for separate activity gather
ings (i.e., fratemity/sorority receptions, special affinity 
group gatherings, etc.). It will be a great time for all at 
a relaxed and enjoyable pace. Yourthoughts and ideas 
are welcome; please send them to me at the address 
below. Cheers to all for now. ♦  Dick Haggard, richard 
haggardll@gmail.com; Jan Arps Jarvie, janjarvie@ 
gmail.com.

“It now is the end of my 48 years of teaching, 
though I long ago ceased to think of it as a 

career,“writes George Vernardakis, professor of political 
science at Middle Tennessee State U. in Murfreesboro. 
‘The students keep getting younger every year, it seems, 
but they keep me going, and accidentally meeting stu
dents, both current and former, in the community is always 
a pleasure.” George spends summers and the Christmas 
season in Cyprus. He also enjoys cruising; “most impres
sive have been Alaska, the Norwegian fjords, the 
Mediterranean, St. Petersburg,and Stockholm.”

“Just got back from safari in Tanzania-besttrip ever! ” 
says Dick Horwich (East Hampton, NY). Speaking of 
safaris: “In January,” writes Carole Parnes (Alameda, 
CA), “I did a wonderful three-day drive in South Africa 
that included several game drives, one to the Sanbona 
Wildlife Reserve east of Capetown. Then embarked on 
a 30-plus-day cruise to Singapore, with stops that in
cluded Mozambique, Tanzania, Kenya, the Seychelles, 
the Maldives, Sri Lanka, etc. Fabulous but... whew!” 

“Twelve grandkids, ages 17 to 30-so proud of 
them! ” writes Brooke Morrison Megrue (Vero Beach, 
FL). Wayne Scoville (Jackson, MS) comments: “With 
seven children and 19 grandkids between Julie and me, 
just keeping up with birthdays, etc., is a challenge. And 
there are no dull moments!” The Scovilles enjoyed a 
riverboat cruise through the French wine country last 
fall, and more recently tooka Caribbean cruise with ten 
other golfing couples (no holes-in-one, reports Wayne). 
Alan Herschman (Monroe, NJ) has four children and 
ten grandkids, with the latter ranging in age from 9 to 
25 years in age. “I’ve been coaching soccer at the 
9-year-old level here in Las Vegas,” writes Al Stratta. 
Noting that he’s had two hip replacements and a disc 
fusion, Al says, “I can't run, but I show them ball control 
and tactics-and keepthem in shape.” All well and good, 
Al, but we read the line where you said you wish you 
were “sitting on a beach in Portofino sipping Campari.” 

Seen around town: David Warner and Art Wise 
talkingover dinner in a Charleston, SC, restaurant. David 
sees Stan Zweck-Bronner frequently: they’re both 
residents at Bishop Gadsden, a retirement community 
on 100-plus acres of lush marshlands and majestic 
oaks on James Island, just ten minutes from downtown 
Charleston. And Al and Dee Rosenthal enjoying dinner 
at the Cornell Club-New York, then stopping at a table 
across the room to chat with Ellie Applewhaite and 
your class correspondent.

And now a 70-year-old story from Ron Demer, pub
lished in the “Metropolitan Diary” section of the March 
20,2017 New York Tim es. The Diary features vignettes 
of New York City life (Ron grew up on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side): “DearDiary: In 1947, when I hadjusttumed 
10, the Yankees and the Brooklyn Dodgers played in the 
World Series. Television was beginning its boom period

‘Accidentally meeting students, 
both current and former, in the 
community is always a pleasure/
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and startingto make an impact on American life. I went 
to a friend's apartment on West 83rd Street, a block 
west of my house, to watch Game 5 at Ebbets Field on 
a flickering black and white DuMont set. The Yankees 
won, 2-1, with strong pitching from Frank ‘Spec’ Shea 
and a home run by Joltin'Joe DiMaggio. Babe Ruth, who 
lived at 110 Riverside Drive at 83rd Street at the time, 
attended the game, and the TV showed him in a box 
seat waving at the camera. After the game, we went 
outside to play punchball in the street. The game was 
similarto stickball, except there was no pitcherand you 
hit the ball (a 15-cent pink rubber 'Spaldeen') with your 
fist, not with a broomstick bat. I was at home plate, near 
Broadway on 83rd Street, which runs one way, east to 
west, when a baby blue Lincoln Continental with wire 
wheels and an external rear spare tire came down the 
hill toward me. As the Lincoln passed the fielders, they 
yelled, ‘It's Babe Ruth!' The traffic light at Broadway 
turned red, and Babe's chauffeur stopped six feet from 
me. Babe was in the back seat. I went to the door, and 
he opened the power window, extended his hand, and 
shook mine.” ❖  Jenny Tesar, jet24@cornell.edu.

Dave Ahl reports on his latest philanthropic 
initiative: “When I hit age 70, following in the 

footsteps of Chuck Feeney '5 6 ,1 made the decision to 
give all of my wealth to charity before I die. I had a suc
cessful career, my kids were adults and on their own, and 
I wanted to actually see my money do some good for 
people in need. My main focus is on education, and I'm 
involved in projects like the Maker Lab at Cornell .building 
a voc-tech school in Haiti, school renovations in Peru and 
Honduras, and the Guatemala City garbage dump, plus 
materials for educational programs in the US and abroad. 
I've been having a grand time traveling to out-of-the-way 
places with the groups I support to meet students and 
teachers and see the projects firsthand. This year I’ll be 
off to India, Bangladesh, and who knows where else. And 
when I’m home in New Jersey, I teach a weekly class at 
the Market Street Mission to men recovering from addic
tions. Retirement? Who has time for it?”

Bob Schnur writes, “My primary professional activity 
these days is still law teaching.” He has given up the long 
intermittent commute from Wisconsin to Cornell, where 
he taught for several years as an adjunct professor in 
the Law School, and now has two tax courses a semes
ter atthe (much more convenient!) U. of Wisconsin Law 
School. “Although I am mostly retired from active law 
practice, I am still affiliated with my law firm and am 
regularly called upon to consult on tax-related matters.” 
[A recent press release from Bob’s law firm reveals they 
hold him in high regard, having added him to the 2017 
publication of B est Lawyers in  A m e rica .] “On the per
sonal front,” says Bob, “I remain with Betty, my longtime 
partner, and we enjoy ourwooded home near Madison, 
a beautiful and interesting college town. I also thor
oughly enjoy seeing my two sons and three grandkids 
whenever I can.”

Barbara Baker Byrnes writes, “I’m now retired from 
working with my husband, Tom, in our pharmacy.” She’s 
enjoying visits to their vacation home-“the cabin we 
had built on our 100 acres of rural property overlooking 
woods and pond. We have two children and five grand
children; the oldest is 12, so we are closely involved in 
theirlivesand loving it!”Theirsonand his three children 
are nearby in Alfred; their daughter lives near Harrison
burg, VA. A long-lost classmate’s diploma found its 
circuitous way back to the owner, Marjorie Reynolds 
Wilson, with the assistance of Jim Mazza '88 and Matt

Raplenovich '03, ME ’05. The diploma (in her maiden 
name) was discovered in a volume donated to the Civil 
War Society in Cleveland and eventually traced back to 
Marjorie, who now lives in Shaker Heights and remem
bered placing it in “the largest book she had” for safe- 
keepingduringa move. When Matt returned the diploma 
in person, Marjorie, a history buff who serves as a guide 
of a local landmark, LakeView Cemetery, gratefully 
agreed to hosta private tourforCleveland-area Cornell- 
ians. A report on the event last fall, attended by 22 
alumni, can be found here: http://ccneo.org/news/ 
2016/9/26/lake-view-cemetery-recap.

Marcia Sheehan Freeman reports, “After retiring from 
a writing/educational/consultant stint and authoring 
60-plus photo-illustrated science books and several 
writing/educational texts for teachers of elementary 
students, I am now managinga large community garden 
in Sarasota-back to my agricultural roots in rural Ver
mont.” She says that family and gardening give her the 
most satisfaction these days and that, if she had a day 
in Ithaca, she would like to “check out the Ag campus 
and library facilities.” In Saratoga, CA, David Stevens 
notes, “I retired from my last hospital position at Santa 
Clara Valley Medical Center in San Jose last year and 
am now full time in infectious diseases research at the 
California Inst, for Medical Research.” He is professor 
emeritus at Stanford, from which his wife, Julie, has also 
retired. David would like to hear from old friend and 
classmate Jeremy Shapiro, MS ’63.

Still in Munsonville, NH, Richard “Nick” Nicoletti, 
LLB '63, is now in his third year “of Jungian psychoana
lytical practice and in a race to maintain mind and body 
in sound condition by working only one day a week and 
walking briskly the other days.” He adds, “My wife and 
I took our youngest grandchild on her coming-of-age 
trip, a tradition in our family. Living in California, shewas 
relatively close to Hawaii, so we spent five days with her 
on the big island. Wonderful!” Now busy re-leaming 
Spanish in San Antonio,TX, Estelle Gittelman Weiss, 
BS Nurs '60, is also continuingto master the computer 
and reading a good deal, but she admits she’d “rather 
be traveling.” Estelle keeps in good touch with old 
Cornell friends because she is the class secretary for 
the Nursing school’s Class of 1960. Raoul Drapeau 
has settled into his new digs in Ashburn, VA. “I’m filming 
and editing a documentary of WWII veterans at the 
continuing care community where I live. I also continue 
to hike in the Shenandoah and give lectures on the 
history of technology for OLLI.” Send your news to: ❖  
Judy Bryant Wittenberg, jw275@comell.edu.

Just so you know, our backyard rain gauge 
registered 15-plus inches in February and 

even more in March thanks to El Nino. I guess that’s why 
Oregon is so geen.

More importantly we have heard from ourown song
writer, performer, and producerBobbie Horowitz (bh@ 
bobbiehorowitz.com). She writes, “Wow IA lot has been 
going on recently. On March 20,1 presented the next 
show in my series, I t 's  Ju s t a N um b e r!, atthe Metropol
itan Room in Manhattan. I won the 2016 MAC Award 
(Manhattan Assn, of Cabarets and Clubs) for Best Host. 
This year I’m once again nominated for Best Host and the 
series is up for Best Series. In the shows, I honor some
one who, at age 50 or older (usually much older), is 
doing something FAB in their life, and performers of al I 
ages entertain in their honor. My book, F it and  Fabulous  

From  F ifty  Forw ard, was available at the Tucson Book 
Festival and will beat book festivals in Los Angeles and

Miami. It's also available on Amazon and BalboaPress. 
com. I thank my incredible classmate Ken Blanchard. 
PhD '67, for his lovely endorsement of the book. My son, 
David Slone '90, JD ’94, a member of Mensa, will be 
opening in Grand Theft M usica l, a new musical at Thea
ter forthe New City. He's also partner in the performance 
troupe The Love Show and has appeared in my shows.” 
Bobbie says, “I'll fill you in as new things are added!" 
Never dull with her.

Also creative, Joanne Schapiro Koch (Koch@nl. 
edu) writes, “I direct the graduate writing program at 
National Louis U., where I was proud to shepherd six 
books to completion and publication this year. My award
winning play S ta rdust was published; my play S andburg  

Among the Goats was presented atthe 2016 Carl Sand
burg Festival in Galesburg, IL; and my adaptation of Saul 
Bellow's short story ‘A Silver Dish' was presented at the 
Chicago Literary Hall of Fame Bellow Centennial 2015.” 
Joanne would like to hear from anyone who was in SDT 
1961, and those active in theater. Meyer Abrams, Prof. 
Emeritus of English, author of 77ie M irro r and  the  Lam p, 

had the greatest impact on her at Cornell.
Joseph Santamaria. BArch '62 (Houston, TX; jw 

santamaria@yahoo.com) is volunteering at MD Ander
son Cancer Center and the Briar Club building commit
tee (four-plus years and finishing the $30,000,000 
rebuild), and he does tai chi, yoga, and stretch classes. 
“I had a great weekend in San Francisco with fellow '61 
Alpha Sigs Ed Kavounas, Bruce Herbert, Bob Allen, 
BArch ’62, and spouses, going to the opera, sightseeing 
and dining.” Joe would like to travel a little more and 
wants to hearfrom Michael Finn, BArch ’62, and Ratan 
Tata, BArch '62. He especially remembers Architecture 
professor Alex Kira, BArch '53, MRP '57, and his la
crosse teammate John Roederer, Capt. USMC, KIA in 
Vietnam in July 1967.

David Kessler (kess61@gmail.com) sent news of 
classmate John Swanson, MS ’63.1 quote a small 
portion: “John Swanson is an American engineer, en
trepreneur, and philanthropist. He is the founder of 
ANSYS Inc., a John Fitz Medal winner, and a member of 
the National Academy of Engineering. He is internation
ally regarded asan authority and pioneer in the applica
tion of finite-element methods to engineering. At Cornell, 
John established the Swanson Fund for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Education and endowed the director of 
the Swanson Laboratory for Engineering Simulation. He 
also made two significant gifts in support of the Duffield 
Hall project, where an atrium is named in recognition 
of his support, and established the Dorothy G. Swanson 
Award in honor is his mother.” He has also supported 
Washington & Jefferson College and the U. of Pittsburgh 
in very importantways regarding buildings and labora
tories, to the point where his name is attached to 
schools and centers in both universities. He has been 
awarded honorary doctorates from both the aforemen
tioned institutions.

A note from Ed Furtick, where he shares his story 
of military service, was taken from the Cornell Alumni 
Assn. Facebook page. “I reported for active Navy duty 
June 22,1961 in San Diego. I was there until the end 
of my active duty commitment, June 8,1963.1 served 
as a communications watch officer on the staff of 
Commander Naval Air Forces Pacific Fleet. I was one of 
the folks ready to go to war if 'the Cuban Crisis’ esca
lated into anything more (which we’ve been told it al
most did). I enjoyed my time on active duty. I did face 
some unique challenges as one of very few black com
missioned officers in any branch of the military at that
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time in ournation. I learned a lot about life as an adult. 
To this day, I am thankful that I was able to have the 
Cornell experience and a degree from the ILR school 
(then and now the absolute best human resources in
stitution in the world). Navy ROTC was an important part 
of my four great years in Ithaca.”

Briefly from other classmates: I. J. Firestone 
(aal358@wayne.edu) retired after 48years as a profes
sor of psychology at Wayne State U. He remembers Prof. 
James Gibson especially. Edwin Niles’s interests in
clude his children and grandchildren, genealogy, master 
gardening, church, Kiwanis, and Purdue U. events. He 
has done extensive traveling home and abroad and 
credits Cornell for broadening his horizons. Charles 
McChesney (Charliel939@hotmail.com) is busy with 
skiing (alpine), rowing, gardening, and volunteering 
atchurch. Hesays, “I’mgettingolder-grandkidsgrad
uating from high school, friends dying, and making 
new younger friends.” Charles credits his wife, Ann 
(Seefeldt), 1940-1998, as a profound influence as wife 
and mother of three sons. Remember to keep us in
formed: ❖  Susan Williams Stevens, sastevens61@ 
gmail.com; and Doug Fuss, dougout@attglobal.net.

Reu nion reca p will be in the next issue of this 
ma^zine-stay tuned! And please do send 

along notes about your cunent activities.
Paul '60 and Helen Rabinowitz Anbinder were 

looking forward to coming to Ithaca in June, not only for 
our 55th Reunion, but to help son Mark '89 celebrate 
his 50th birthday a couple of days before Reunion. “We 
have continued to travel fa r a nd wide. Last spring, just 
four months after I had a total knee replacement, we 
joined a terrific Cornell’s Adult University trip to Japan, 
made extra special by Ellen Avril, chief curator and cura
tor of Asian art at the Johnson Museum, and by Jane- 
Marie Law, associate professor of Japanese religions 
and ritual studies. In addition to visiting so many won
derful places, we were incredibly lucky to follow the 
cherry blossoms as they burst into full bloom all along 
our route. During the summer, we took a cruise that 
followed the route of the Vikings, from Dover, England, 
to Montreal with stops in Ireland, Scotland, Iceland, 
Greenland, and Canada. In January, both oursons, Mark 
and Jeff '94, and Jeff's wife, Daina Schatz '03, joined 
us in Hawaii to help me celebrate my 75th birthday. And 
in April we went to Peru to visit Machu Picchu, another 
destination to cross off our ‘bucket list.’ ” Helen has a 
new e-mail address: helen@14850.com. “If those num
bers seem familiar, they should; they are Ithaca's zip 
code." At Reunion, the University Library's Division of 
Rare and Manuscript Collections in the Carl A. Kroch 
Library had an exhibit called “The Art of the Book,” which 
included a number of artist books Paul and Helen have 
donated over the years.

Dale and Marion Krause Benedict '66 (dbenedic@ 
comcast.net) remain in CommerceTownship, Ml, where 
Dale continues to enjoy sailing and skiing. He did not 
serve on the ski patrol this year, but skied with his patrol 
friends when not working part time with American Axle 
& Manufacturing. In April, Fred '59, BS ’60, and Carol 
Shaw Andresen (carolandresen@gmail.com) moved 
from Greensboro to Twin Lakes Community in Burlington, 
NC, with their beagle mix, Ellie. They have eight grand
children. Dick Levine (Richard.Levine@dowjones.com) 
reports, “I spent my 75th birthday, on January 24, at a 
Broadway performance of The Front Page courtesy of 
Columbia U.’s Graduate School of Journalism, where 
I served on the alumni board and conducted a few

seminars over the years. A fitting birthday after six 
decades in the news business."

Priscilla Samuel Jones (pjonesoncape@comcast. 
net) is in Barnstable, MA. In retirement, Vivian Lasser 
Beenstock (vbeenstock@gmail .com) audits courses at 
Princeton and Rutgers. Vivian volunteers on the board of 
a nonprofit organization serving children under the age 
of 2 and their pa rents. She and Edward live in East Bruns
wick, NJ. In Hillsborough, Ml, Ken Wetzel (ckwetzel@ 
comcast.net) gardens, is a member of the volu nteer fire 
department, and leads a local volunteer service group. 
He and Carol enjoy traveling within the US and Europe.

Check out www.richardalther.com to follow Rich Al- 
ther’s cameras an author and painter. His fourth novel, 
Roxie &  Fred, will be published in September by Regent 
Press, Berkeley. “The story explorescreativity.seniorsex, 
and end-of life options, subjects I’ve spent years re
searching.” Meadowbrook, CA, is home to Judy and 
M ickey Langsfeld (mickey4@comcast.net). They have 
six grandkids, all on the East Coast. Mickey keeps busy 
with golf, nonprofits, genealogy, his computer, and a 
recent knee replacement. He would like to hear from 
John Custer'63 and Randy Lewis. Anne Standish 
Uhe (Carlock, IL; annesuhe@aol.com) and her hus
band also enjoy grandchildren and refurbishing their 
1946 cottage at Aylen Lake, ON. Anne keeps busy 
with Ancestry.com.

Dick Monroe (Woodinville, WA; rem36@comell.edu) 
is a longtime supporter of the Boy Scouts of America, 
currently serving as a commissionerwith the North Lakes 
District. Dick provides 40 acres of woodland fortraining. 
Ed ’59 and Beth Streisfeld Tavlin (cpabeth@comcast. 
net) “had a wonderful European cruise and a road 
trip in France last year before Ed had AL amyliodosis.” 
He passed away in February. Beth continues as a CPA 
in Delray Beach, FL. ❖  Jan McClayton Crites, jmc50@ 
comell.edu.

Although it's hard to imagine, our 55th Re
union is one year away. If you have any ideas 

fortopics you would like to see covered at Reunion or any 
other ideas, contact our Reunion chair, Joanne Jordan 
Davenport, atjedl2@cornell.edu.

Harvey Rothschild always writes a newsy holiday 
letter. A great idea for all of you: when holiday season 
comes around, put me on your list. Harvey and his 
daughter, Wendy Rothschild '86, usually attend the 
Pacific Northwest Ballet's performance of the Balanchine 
N utcracker. This past Thanksgiving they passed on the 
live performance, “in favor of watching the old version 
of the same on a DVD.” Harvey writes that his church 
“finally moved into its new home on Palm Sunday 2016. 
We started the service in the old sanctuary and marched 
to our new home (six blocks south and two blocks east). 
The new sanctuary is a light wood, and the fellowship 
hall has a 30- to 40-ft. ceilingand a humongous atrium.” 
Harvey is still busy with tax preparation and is finishing 
up his 44th season. He and Wendy are also involved in 
the Gilbert and Sullivan Society in Seattle.

In February, the Wall S tree t Journa l announced that 
Jules Kroll is stepping down from his CEO position at 
Kroll Bond Rating Agency (credit rating firm), which he 
started in 2010. He will remain chairman of KBRA. Last 
August, John, DVM '66, and Maribeth Andresen and 
Joe, MBA '66, and Nancy Cooke McAfee participated 
in a Cornell's Adult University study tour, Alaska from 
Juneau to Ketchikan: The Inlets and Coves of the Inside 
Passage. George '62, MBA '63, and Shirley Morrison 
Loveless took Putin's Russia during the second week

of CAU. Also attending that course were Janies, MBA 
'64, and Terry Byrnes.

Marsha Wineburgh wrote from New York City of 
the death of Janet Stein Davis, who passed away last 
August. “A graduate of the school of Home Economics 
(as itwas called in ourtime), she leaves two daughters, 
Kim and Jillian, and four grandchildren. Janet was an 
energetic red-headed bombshell, a fierce friend, and 
the matriarch of her large extended family.” Martha 
Vieh e Kleinberg lives in Toledo, OH, where she is on the 
board of two charter schools and the Toledo Day 
Nursery. She summers in Chappaqua, NY, and enjoys 
her nine grandchildren. “A year of health issues re
minded me that aging is not for sissies! ” Ma rtha wou Id 
like to hear from Kappa Delta sisters and any friends 
from Risley freshman dorm days. Robert Jacobson, 
DVM '65, and his wife live in Dryden, NY. Bob retired 
two months ago and writes, “Schedule is full, but not 
certain why. We are wondering what to do next.”

Bob Ulrich is involved in “a post-IBM careerofteach- 
ing American history at four local college Lifetime 
Learning programs-leaminga lot and passing it on! I’m 
enjoying watching my family grow up. My oldest grand
child is now a freshman at Brown. Five more to go.” At 
Cornell, the person who had the greatest impact on Bob 
was a professor in the Electrical Engineering school, 
Gian-Carlo Rumi, PhD '56. “Prof. Rumi was always 
available to explain when things got confusing. The 
course he taught (Ralph Bolgiano '44, PhD '58’s 
course) was tough, and so were the prelims, and THIS 
guy took it as a personal failure if the test results were 
poor. He honestly felt that it was HIS failure. How novel 
in the academic world both today and then. Prof. Rumi 
retired to his native Italy. I did get the chance to write 
and thank him many years after graduation. He was, 
once again, blaming himself for not remembering my 
na me or face, but with a II the kids passi ng through, and 
my not being a very memorable student, that would 
have been impossible. I thought my letter of thanks to 
him was the least a Comellian cou Id do to repay him for 
his time and devotion.” That’s all for now. Send me news! 
❖  Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger Rd., Tucson, AZ 
85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com.

I hope you're receiving this early enough in 
July to alert you to the “Class of '64 Week” at 

Cornell's Adult University.The fourth (and final) CAU week 
this year is focusing on our class, from July 30 to August 
5. Eight courses will be available that week, from tradi
tional classroom experiences to studio courses to outdoor 
exploringand adventures. We will also have a special event 
for '64 classmates and spouses, so if you've not been on 
a CAU week, now's your chance!

William Klingensmith, MD '68, isn't retired, or 
retiring. Bill writes, “I recently published The M athem atics  

and B io logy  o f  the  B io d is tr ib u tio n  o f  R ad iopharm aceu- 

t ic a ls -A  C lin ica l P erspective (Springer). It summarizes 
math, including some of my own, that I have been in
terested in throughout my career in nuclear medicine. 
Not exactly for a general audience, but might be an 
effective treatment for insomnia.” Bill himself sleeps, 
and otherwise lives, in Cherry Hills, CO. Another physi
cian classmate, Nancy Ronsheim, MD '71, is retired 
from her ophthalmology practice and now lives in 
Annapolis, MD.

Rosemary Gates Campos and husband Joseph, 
PhD '66 (Berkeley, CA) last May returned to Ithaca to 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, which includ
ed a ceremony at Anabel Taylor Chapel, accompanied
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by their son, Tim, and his family. Judy Sutherland, who 
lives in nearby Oakland, CA, is retired, but keeps busy 
volunteering at a local thrift shop run by the American 
Cancer Society, reading, gardening, and playing bridge.

Ihor Evanick (Chatham Center, NY) is retired from 
his law practice after 40 years, but is entering a whole 
new career field: studying for a degree in physical edu
cation, pluscompletinga personal training course. Ihor 
attributes his motivation to findings revealing that “al
most all age-related maladies can be alleviated, to some 
extent, by 'exercise,' defined as a specific activity that 
stimulates a positive physiological adaptation.” Ihor 
adds that he hopes this news of his ambition will moti
vate readers to begin some physical activity. Lowell 
Willinger, who lives with wife Carol in Norwood, NJ, 
seems to be on Ihor’s wavelength. Lowell writes, “I’m 
trying to stay in sha pe. I think I am doing that, but I seem 
to spend much of my life at the gym orvisiting doctors.” 
The Willingers celebrated the marriage of theirdaughter 
last year; they otherwise visit St. Thomas annually to 
take in the jazz music scene there. Lowell adds, “I would 
like to be running marathons all overthe world, or being 
with, and caring for, wild a nimals anywhere in the world.”

Anita Apeseche Heller may be retired, but she 
keeps ultra-busy at a variety of activities. As she lists: 
'Tennis, creative writing, art (fiber, acrylic, pastel), two 
rescue dogs, travel, being a snowbird five to six months 
in Florida horse country (jumpers, hunting, and polo), 
beach, and cycling.” When Ana stops to catch her 
breath, it is usually at her regular home in Yonkers, NY. 
She reports that her only son got married in 2015 and 
presented her with a granddaughter last year (Ana’s 
husband, William, JD '63, died in 1991). Dennis 
Sweeney may be living in Greensboro, NC, by the time 
you read this, his plan being to move there from his 
longtime home in Orange, CT, in June. Dennis otherwise 
says he's still active in the Rye, NY, fire department, 
where he spent 47 years, 30 of them as an officer. He 
also says he's retired from being financial secretary of 
his church. He has close ties to Ithaca, where his daugh- 
terteaches history at Lansing High School. His son, Dan 
'93, lives in Colorado.

William and Laura Robinson Lacy '65 recently 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with their 
family: son Donovan Lacy '91, daughter Kristin Lacy 
Gratacat '99, plus two grandchildren. William, a profes
sor in the field of human ecology at UC Davis, writes, 
“I’m still professoring on good days.” He’s also writing 
a book on higher education in Australia as a result of 
his research focus during his sabbatical year “down 
under” a few years ago. Jason Gettinger (NYC) is still 
having a musical retirement. He takes cello lessons and 
regularly attends concerts at the Metropolitan Opera, 
the New York Philharmonic, the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center, and small groups. He also finds time 
to enjoy playing squash and reading. Wayne Mezitt, 
MBA ’66, who lives in Hopkinton, MA, with wife Beth 
(Pickering) '65, still owns and operates Hort-Sense, a 
horticultural advisory business. Wayne also holds a 
trustee chairatthe Massachusetts Horticultural Society.

Lastly is sad news as we learn of the passing of 
Linda "Debby" Bauer Keefe last September. Debby’s 
husband, David '63, sent the news from their home in 
Berkeley, CA, using the news form. Debby was never in 
this column, but you might remember her father, Prof. 
Simon Bauer, who died in 2013 and taught Chemistry 
at Cornell.

That’s it for now. Again, please don’t forget that it’s 
now that time of yearwhen we have dues time in addition

to news time, so be sure to send in both. Send news to 
me via e-mail, regularmail, the News Form, or our class 
website (www.comelll964.org). Plus, you can poston 
our class Facebook page: https://www.facebook. 
com/groups/comelll964. ❖  Bev Johns Lamont, 720 
Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015; e-mail, blamont64@ 
comcast.net.

Gene Peters (Endicott, NY; gsep600@yahoo. 
com) notes that he and wife Anne Rutledge 

love to travel, mostly in Europe, the US, and Canada.They 
hope to visit Cuba in fall 2017.

John Freed (Bloomington, IL) relates that in July 
2016, Yale University Press published his book, Freder

ic k  B a rba rossa : The P rince  and  the  M yth . Jeff Dubin

(Huntington, NY; dubinjs@cs.com), at last word, was 
looking forward to the bar mitzvah of grandson Jake, the 
son of Jennifer Dubin Ludgin '95. He enjoys watching 
the hockey exploits of grandson Dylan Ruzz, son of Matt 
'98 and Dan iel le Dubin Ruzz '98. Myron Jacobson 
(mgjacobson@aol.com) reports that he and Michelle 
are now the grandparents of Emilia Jordan, the new 
daughter of Clarice Jacobson '07 and her husband, 
Brian Rosenzweig '05.

Dave Bridgeman (Fort Myers, FL; dmb56@comell. 
edu) enjoys golf, dining out, and church attendance. 
As of last spring, he was planningtripstotheFarWest, 
Greece, and the Caribbean. Dennis Black (Deerfield, 
IL; dblack@mesirowfinancial.com) has continued to 
work three days a week and is involved in bookclubs, 
sketching and writing, and traveling. He has been in
volved supporting Cornell's partnership with Posse 
Chicago and reports that 50 economically disadvan
taged youth have thereby made it to Cornell. Charlie 
Mason (Woodbridge, CT; cmason@mason23.com) is 
the CEO of Mason Inc., a communications agency. He 
enjoys his four daughters and five grandchildren and 
travels a bit.

Stephen Appell (Brooklyn, NY; bigredl965@aol. 
com) is now the grandfather of four. He's still teaching 
his course on significant presidential elections at Brook
lyn Lifelong Learning, a retirees' education program at 
Brooklyn College, and enjoys volunteer dog walking at 
the Sean Casey Animal Rescue. In February, he made 
his almost-annual pilgrimage to Cornell for an Ivy men's 
basketball weekend and attended the Rebounders Club 
reception, at which the senior players were honored. In 
May, he marked the closing of a favorite Ithaca landmark: 
Hal's Deli, operated by the wonderful Kuntz family since 
1961. Many of us dined there during our school years 
and on visits thereafter.

Marie Francia Zuckerman tells us, “Early in 2009,1 
retired from the Dow Chemical Co., patent law depart
ment, but returned to workshortly thereafterto manage 
the patent law section of Precision Combustion Inc., an 
innovative clean energy technology company in North

Haven, CT. In 2015,1 was elected to the Connecticut 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, a learned society char
tered in 1799 and still goingstrong. Since January 2017, 
I reduced my work schedule (somewhat!) and resumed 
jazz piano lessons. Son David has a career in film and 
theater in New York. I lookforwardto reconnecting with 
Cornel I friends at our 55th Reu nion! ”

Congratulations to Judith Russell Davidson (Judith 
davidson@comcast.net) for achieving the designation 
of Life Masterin duplicate bridge! She writes, “Classical 
music is still one of my favorite pursuits. I organized 
several recitals for professional musicians locally, and 
play cello in a couple of amateurchamber music groups. 
I’m still on the board of the Cornell Club of Cape Cod.” 
Thanks to Judy Kel I n er Rushmore (judesr@gmail .com)

for once again organizing the Class of '65 March lunch
eon forthose in Florida, and her outreach to others in 
our class to join us. As always it was great to share 
stories with classmates. Attending this year were Joe 
Schneider Goeschneider@earthlink.net) and his wife, 
Kathy, Frank and Carol Gibbs Stover (userl05697@ 
aol.com), Dave Bridgeman, and Lew Stevens (lew 
stevens@aol.com). We missed others who were side
lined by the snowstorm that complicated/canceled their 
travel plans.

Carol Stover has a nother book out, Kenm ore Square, 
which she describes as a work of literary fiction, pub
lished by Fifth Avenue Books. Favorable reviews include, 
“Wellesley Inn resurrected in literature,’’ referenced by 
H om etow n  Weekly newspapers, and F lo rida  W eekly  

said, “A rooming house and an inn: two visions of'50s 
Boston.” Happily it’s available on Amazon in soft cover 
and eBook formats. Joe and Kathy Schneider are look
ing forward to family events and more travel later in 
2017. Retirement volunteer activities also keep them 
active and involved. Judy Rushmore is going to Italy for 
a food and cultural tour with chefs and several folks 
from the MFA in Boston.

During winter in Florida, Joan Hens Johnson enjoys 
attendingthe Cornell Club of Sarasota/Manatee lunch
eons. In February, Greg Morrisett, dean of Computing 
and Information Sciences (CIS) gave an interesting 
update on the collaboration between three academic 
departments: Computer Science, Information Science, 
and Statistics. These departments work in partnership 
with nearly all of Cornell's colleges and schools. In 2016, 
over 55 percent of Cornell students took a class in CIS. 
Another excellent presenter in March was Christopher 
Dunn, the new director of the Cornell Botanic Gardens. 
He reviewed the extent of the new programs and out
reach of the gardens, and everyone was pleased with 
the new name, which is more accurate than the previous 
Cornell Plantations. We are listed as one of the best 
university botanic gardens in the country! ♦  Stephen 
Appell, bigredl965@aol.com; Joan Hens Johnson, 
joanipat@gmail.com.

‘ We took a cruise th at followed the 
route of the Vikings, from Dover, 
England, to Montreal.’
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Greeting! “Hot town, summer in the city” ... 
orwhereveryou’respendingthis season! I got 

a nice note from Barbara Lawrence (whitespirit3@com 
cast.net), who writes that she is semi-retired and visits 
family in North Carolina, South Carolina, New York, and 
Massachusetts. She went to our 50th Reunion in 2016 
and enjoys 365 days in Fort Lauderdale, where it’s 
mostly sunny and there is little rain. Barbara wonders if 
anyone would like to join her on a river cruise in Europe. 
Charlie Rappaport (Kingfield, ME; chasrapp@gmail. 
com) is happily married to Penny Hall. While he wishes 
he could be relaxing on the beach in Cannes, he spends 
a lot of his time cooking, reading, fishing, and going to 
medical appointments.

Suzan Kress Goldhaber(suzan@insti.physics.suny 
sb.edu) wrote, “My husband and I returned from a three- 
week trip to Europe, startingwith a delightful visit with 
our daughter and her family, all living in Amsterdam for 
a sabbatical year. They are thrilled to be without a car, 
relying on six bicycles fortheirfamily of four. Then on to

Germany to visit my mother's hometown of Braunschweig 
(hosted by the son, age 83, of a medical colleague of 
my grandfather). My grandparents, who fled from the 
Nazis, kept strong friendships with many of their non- 
Jewish friends, and remarkably these connections have 
endured through four generations. Then on to Berlin, my 
father's city, where we spent a day touring with Stevie 
Wirth Bloomquist, whom I reconnected with at Reunion 
last June. She has lived in Berlin 50 years! A book group 
of mostly Cornellians keeps us in regular touch with 
Phyllis Tashlik-Katz, Bobbie Hauptman Goldstein, 
Elise Frank, and M att'64 and Judy Jayson Sonfield.
I still remember the 50th Reunion fondly.”

Chuck Weiss (Chuck@SFcalif.us) reports that he 
and his wife, Barbara, visited Japan in April on one of 
those whirlwind tours (if it’s Tuesday, it must be Kyoto). 
They also fulfilled his ambition to attend a spring training 
game last February-go Giants! Steve Cohen (scohen 
207@nyc.rr.com) has been retired from Wall Street since 
2000 and is living in NYC. He's still an active investor 
and writes an investment newsletter for friends and 
family to keep in the game. He volunteers two days a 
week as a “fossil explainer” at the American Museum 
of Natural History. Dinosaur research has become a 
hobby that keeps his brain going. “If anyone wants to 
take theirgrandkids (or themselves), I'd be delighted to 
provide a private guided tour of the museum.” Steve is 
also an avid photographer and traveler; he's taking his 
14-year-old grandson to Africa (Botswana and Zimbab
we) this summer to photograph wildlife. “I went with my 
wife in 2014 and it was the trip of a lifetime.” They spent 
three weeks in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand 
last year and will be going to India next year. He wrote, 
“We are still healthy, our two kids (and spouses/ 
partners) live in the area, and life has been good."

Neil Chafetz (oracleimaging@yahoo.com) writes, “I 
continue to work as a diagnostic radiologist in Southern

California. Cornell remains important in my family. I com
municate with the university pri marily by check. We have 
a daughter in law school, a son in the Johnson MBA 
program, Class of '18, and a son studying Computer 
Science Engineering at Cornell, Class of 17. Sadly, he 
has denied me a well-deserved promotion by indicating 
his intent on beginning his master’s in ComputerScience 
Engineering at Cornell in the fall. We have purchased a 
small home in Ithaca for our son’s use. I learned the 
importance of visual acuity at our 50th Reunion, where 
it became apparentthat the only way of identifying many 
former classmates was by reading their name tags. I 
attend many of the entertaining and informative activi
ties of the Cornell Club of Los Angeles, interview pro
spective Cornell undergraduate students, and, with the 
help of my musically talented wife, pla n to hold ourtenth 
Cornell scholarship fu nd raiser at ou r home this fall.” 

From ourclass co-president, John Monroe, PhD 70 
(monroe.jw@gmail.com): “We are breaking out oursnor- 
kels here in California in response to Mother Nature’s

decisive action to end the five-year drought. Our family 
almond orchard looks great, now that its soil has been 
cleansed of the salts and minerals delivered by ourwell 
for the past several years. I got elected to the Blue 
Diamond Growers board of directors last fall and am 
enjoying my service immensely. Farmingand consumer 
packaged goods are a long, long way from the micro- 
wave electronics I studied at Cornell. I'm also enjoying 
the responsibilities of being class co-president. The best 
part of my new role is the opportunity to interact with 
my co-president, Rolf Frantz, ME '67, and my fellow 
class officers, especially Bill Maxfield, Mary Jansen 
Everett, Judith Kurtz Polcer, and, of course, Alice Katz 
Berglas. It doesn't seem possible, but I'm starting to 
think about visits to Cornell in the fall. It seems as if 
Meg (Warne), MS '68, and I just returned from our 50th 
Reunion. Sad news from Cincinnati: Brother David 
Flubbard, MS '68 ('Mom' to his Phi Psi pledge brothers 
and U-Hall corridor-mates) passed away on February 
17, 2017. He was awaiting a heart transplant.” Send 
news to: ❖  Pete Salinger, pete.sal@verizon.com; 
Susan Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; Deanne 
Gebell Gitner, deanne.gitner@gmail.com.

Frederick Sake (Miami, FL; LawMiami® 
aol.com) is “still working as an attorney, only 

fewer hours now and accepting fewer and more selective 
cases.” He adds that he “adopted two wonderful shelter 
dogs a couple of years ago. Both are AKC and Love on a 
Leash certified therapy and advanced therapy dogs. One 
visits with dependent children in Children's Court weekly, 
and both visit with the elderly residents at Seasons 
Hospice & Palliative Care weekly (I'm really just their 
driver).” He'd like to hear from all of his old dorm-mates 
and fraternity brothers.

David Unger (Camogli, Italy; david.c.unger@gmail. 
com) writes, “I am retired from the New YorkTim es,

living in Ita ly, teaching America n foreign policy at Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced Int’l Studies(SAIS) Europe 
and reviewing books for Survival, the journal of the London- 
based Int’l Inst, for Strategic Studies.” Adam Perl (Ithaca, 
NY; adam@pastimes.com) reports, “Still running my 
antique shop in Ithaca, but thinking about retirement. My 
oldest daughter gave birth to our first, second, and third 
grandchildren on September 2,2016. The triplets are all 
doing well! ” Adam credits “marriage, family, grandchildren, 
singing, making crossword puzzles, and work” with giving 
him the most satisfaction in his life these days. He recalls 
that the first person he met at Cornell was his roommate, 
Les Wiesenfelder. What would he do if he had a day 
in Ithaca? “I’d try to get out of town (since I live here)!”

Peter Buchsbaum (Stockton, NJ; pbuchsbaum@ 
aol.com) writes, “I’m doingaffordable housing cases as 
a court-appointed master. I will be volunteering in Israel 
forthe month of May. I am also engaged on the health
care issue.” He adds that he spends a lot of time at their 
home in Maine. What gives him the most satisfaction 
in life? “Aside from sleeping late, the freedom to spend 
time as I wish.” As for whom he first met at Cornell, he 
says, “Aside from people I knew before, my freshman 
roommate, Stewart Axelbaum.” And if he had a day 
in Ithaca, he says, “I’d walk around campus and go to 
Enfield Glen.” Norine Zimberg Krasnogor (Stamford, 
CT; nzklll@yahoo.com) writes, “I’m workingthree days/ 
week in our mother-daughter immigration law practice, 
Krasnogor & Krasnogor LLP.” She enjoys, too, “the won
ders of having six grandchildren and the challenges of 
and vigilance required for Israel advocacy and the anti 
BDS movement, as well as connecting with family and 
friends, having time to read more, and gathering mem
ories and greater wisdom.” The first person she met at 
Cornell was her roommate, Barbara Boucher. And if she 
had a day in Ithaca, she’d “walk the Arts Quad, have 
coffee in Olin, explore Willard Straight Hall and the cam
pus buildingaddit ions, and walkthe Triphammer bridge.”

Nancy Payne Kronenberg (Carlisle, MA; nkronen 
berg@rosepath.com) says she stays busy “weavingand 
rehabilitating an antique loom at the Carlisle Historical 
Society.” She adds that her Russian professor, Patricia 
Carden, had the greatest impact on her at Cornell: “I 
visited the Soviet Union because of my appreciation of 
Russian culture.” Kim Monroe Howell (Dares Salaam, 
Tanzania; kimhowellkazi@gmail.com) writes, “I retired 
from teaching at the zoology and wildlife conservation 
department, U. of Dares Salaam, last July. As a non
citizen of Tanzania, I am not permitted to work in-country, 
butam busy at home.” He'd like to hearfrom classmates 
Lew Halpern and Jon Glase, PhD 72, and recalls Prof. 
William Keeton, PhD '58, as having great impact on 
him at Cornell.

Linda McMahon Meskun (Shaftsbury, VT; lmeskun@ 
yahoo.com) reports that she works with the local Lions 
Club women's sodality at church quilting. She also trav
els and has three grandchildren. Her daughter is in real 
estate on Nantucket and her son is a commander in the 
US Coast Guard. Richard Tun ick (rdtoonick@aol.com) 
writes, “I merged and moved my money management 
business to Greenwich, CT. Now I have a partner 24 
years younger, born in India, raised in Singapore, and 
educated in Canada, who has run mutual funds and 
hedge funds and brings an international perspective. 
Still home in Scarsdale, NY, after 35 years, living in an 
apartment awaiting completion ofa condo in Greenwich. 
Still spending two weeks monthly from November to 
April in Palm Beach and still enjoying monthly poker 
games with Cornell classmates Van Greenfield, Alex

‘ Lucinda Briggs finds much 
satisfaction in setting her own 
schedule every day of retirem ent/
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Miller, and Mike Rattner.” Richard reports, I'm enjoy
ing running my business and interfacingwith clients and 
trying to stay ahead of the news. I'm playing golf year 
round and working hard to stay in shape.” The professors 
at Cornell who had the greatest impact on him were 
Clinton Rossiter '39 and Walter LaFeber. Doug Shore 
has advised that his correct e-mail address is dlshore 
2660@gmail.com.

By the time you read this, our 50th Reunion will have 
come and gone. A full report will follow in the next issue. 
Flope to have seen you there! ❖  Richard Hoffman, 
2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008; tel., (202) 
667-6481; e-mail, derhoff@yahoo.com.

In early spring, Bob and Bette Nelson 
Zippin, our intrepid Reunion chairs, ventured 

from their home in sunny Celebration, FL, to a not-so- 
sunny, not-so-warm spot high above Cayuga's waters for 
Reunion reconnaissance. Based on the experience of 
recent 50th Reunion classes, they're planning for atten
dance of 400-450 classmates along with 300 guests for 
our celebration, June 7-10, 2018. Home base for our 
class will be the beautiful Hans Bethe House located on 
West Campus with ample and convenient transportation 
to all venues. The Zippins and the Reunion committee 
appreciate the more than 200 responses to last Decem
ber's survey and have incorporated many of your prefer
ences and ideas in the weekend's agenda. The Zippins 
have also confirmed the attendance of Cornell's new 
president, Martha Pollack, at Friday night's reception. Also 
we have been in touch with the head pro at Cornell’s 
challenging Robert Trent Jones Golf Course and will be 
finalizing plans fora Friday morning golf outing. You’ll be 
reading much more about the weekend in periodic mail
ings and on a social media site now in development.

James Ponsoldt lives in Athens, GA, and is still 
editing screenplays. In particular he is helping his son, 
James, whose most recent feature film, The C irc le , 

opened on April 28 and stars Emma Watson and Tom 
Hanks. (Hope it's a big hit and it's not mistaken at next 
year's Oscars.) Tom Silliman, ME 70, still resides in 
Chandler, IN, on a 165-acre ranch where he raises and 
sells grass-fed beef. The operation is set up with cows 
and one bull, which of course means lots of calves each 
year. Tom has recently added two border collies thatwill 
eventually be trained to work with horseback riders 
working cattle. Tom played lacrosse on Ned Harkness’s 
teams for three years and planned on attending the 
celebration of Ned's Cornell teams on campus in April.

A final note of personal accomplishment. I have 
recently achieved the rank of Life Master from the 
American Contract Bridge League (ACBL). I know there 
are a number of classmates who share my passion for 
duplicate bridge and whose achievements far exceed 
mine, so I encourage you to share your experiences and 
I'll try to report them (as I do to my wife) in a way even 
non-players can appreciate.

As always, we're interested in hearingyour news, so 
continue to submit your items through the forms pro
vided by Cornell ore-mail me on my special form. (What's 
special is that I have no forms.) ❖  Chuck Levitan, 
clevitan22@comcast.net.

Greetings from Mid-Coast Maine! Lynne 
Beyer Sagalyn retired into professor emerita 

status from Columbia Business School and is enjoying a 
flexible work schedule, family, friends, and travel. Her book, 
Power a t Ground Zero: Politics, Money, and the Remaking  

o f Lower Manhattan (Oxford University Press) was published

in September 2016. She says she would like to walk the 
campus at Cornell and see what has changed and what 
remains the same.

Seth Bramson (Miami, FL) is teaching history at 
Barry U., Nova Southeastern U., and Florida Int'l U. He's 
America's single most-published Florida history book 
author; his 26th, a book on the history of Aventura, FL, 
in Northeast Miami-Dade County, came out last October. 
Seth is nowworkingonten books simultaneously, includ
ing: the biography of former Florida Supreme Court chief 
justice Gerald Kogan; Broward County's historical post
cards in Arcadia's Postcard History Series; the history 
of the Florida East Coast Railway in color; the history of 
Miami Beach High School; plus six more! Grandson 
Harrison has gone to work in a corporate position with 
Heinz-Kraft in Chicago and older grandson Joshua is with 
a major investment group in NYC and is now engaged. 
Seth remains friendly with Steve Daw, also a Hotelie.

Victor Reus is still working full time and was happy 
to be promoted to distinguished professor recently. He 
just stepped down as chairofthe Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education, the organization that 
accredits lifelong lea ming for a II physicians a nd a num
ber of other health professions in the country. He con
tinues to serve as chair of the Guideline Writing Group 
for the American Psychiatric Assn. Victor just finished 
their guideline on treatment of alcohol use disorder and 
is also working on a new NIH-funded project in Colombia 
to develop a new genomically centered approach to 
psychiatric diagnosis. At the time of this writing, he was 
planning a trip to Africa on a Cornell travel excursion 
with Don Bowne ’65 and was excited to learn that Pat 
Mrazek, widow of classmate David Mrazek, and their 
daughter Alissa '10 would be on that trip as well. “David 
was a dear friend (and fellow psychiatrist) who tragi
cally died in 2013.” If he had a day in Ithaca, Victor says, 
“I would attempt to recapture and re-experience the 
callow and naive youth that I was.”

James Kruse just retired from law practice with the 
New Hampshire Supreme Court Office of Attorney Dis
ci pline. He enjoys his two grandchildren, ages 5 a nd 2, 
and has time now for travel, lots of outdoor activity, 
reading, music, and thoughts of a new occupation. He 
remembers Knight Kiplinger as the first person he met 
at Cornell and would like to attend a class and visit Sigma 
Phi on his next visit back. Peter Coors, vice chairman 
and chief customer relations officer of Molson Coors 
Brewing Co., gave the 29th Lewis Durland Memorial 
Lecture for the Johnson Graduate School of Management 
on April 18 this year. The Durland Lecture Series is the 
most prestigious invitational business speaking event 
at the Johnson School. It was established in 1983 in 
memory of Lew Durland '30, treasurer emeritus of 
Cornell, who served as the university’s chief financial 
officer for more than 25 years.

Enjoy the rest of the summer and please send your 
news to: ❖T in a  Economaki Riedl, triedl048@gmailcom.

It's a good time to start early pla ns foryour trip 
back to Ithaca for our 50th Reunion in June 

2020! There are many aspects to a Reunion Weekend- 
and jobs to do-and we can use help fiom all of you. 
Please contact me about what role you would like to have 
in planningourvery special Reunion. Mark yourcalendars 
(both paper and electronic versions) with these dates: 
June 4-7, 2020. And be sure to check out our Class of 
1970 websites: cornell70.org; our Facebook page, www. 
facebook.com/Cornell70; and ourTwitter page, www. 
twitter.com/ ComellClass70.

Johnathan Forge (jjohn@tpg.com.au) sent this: 
“My family and I have moved house, from an old terrace 
to an ultra-modern place, still on Sydney Harbour in 
Australia. To occupy myself in my old age, I've committed 
to another book, with the title The M ora lity  o f Weapons 

Design and D eve lopm en t-more light reading-to be pub
lished by IGI Global. Not exactly Cornell University Press, 
but accessible. Best wishes to all."

In retirement, Lucinda Briggs (Bellevue, WA; bark 
601@comcast.net) is volunteering for Bellevue's Office 
of Emergency Management and for a legal assistance 
program. Lucinda has been taking great courses such 
as “The Geology of the National Parks," “The US Consti
tution,” and “The History of Silent Film.” Also, she is 
singing in a community choir. Lucinda enjoys traveling 
as well. Hertrips include taking the Alaska State Ferry 
from Bellingham, WA, to Whittier, AK. She has taken 
Road Scholar trips to Mt. Rushmore, the Canadian 
Maritimes, Mackinac Island, and six western national 
parks. Lucinda reports that Yellowstone is totally the 
most impressive I She finds much satisfaction in setting 
her own schedule every day of retirement. She says she 
has no idea who she first met freshman year; however, 
the first Comellians she met were hermotherand father! 
If Lucinda had a day in Ithaca, she would first see how 
the Straight has changed. Then she would go to Oxley 
Equestrian Center to check out the equines.

Patrick Kelly (pkelly42@sympatico.ca) was a co
founder of the Cornell Hotel Society-Toronto, before he 
relocated to Ottawa, ON. In the summer of 2016, he 
became the co-founderofthe Cornell Club-Ottawa. The 
Ottawa club’s first event was on October 20, 2016 as 
part of the Int’l Spirit of Zinck’s Night at the Heart a nd 
Crown Pub. Patrick reports that they have a “last 
Saturday ofthe month Cornell Brekkie,” also at the Heart 
and Crown. He says everyone is welcome, as, according 
to an Olde Irish Blessing, “there are no strangers, only 
friends you have never met.” Ottawa and Canada will 
be celebrating their 150th a nniversary throughout 2017. 
Patrick recently retired from the Ottawa Fire Service, 
after 20 years as their pro bono mental health coun- 
selor/teacher. All those years ago he had joined the 
Ottawa Red Cross-Disaster Management Team as a DM 
volunteer and counselor. Patrick celebrated his 75th 
birthday on January 19,2017.

Robert Jackson, PhD '81 (Adelphia, MD; bojack 
53@gmail.com) has not retired. He’s chairman of the 
Dept, of Nutrition and Food Science at the U. of Mary
land, College Park. Bob has been a professorat UMD for 
27 years. He has taken trips to China and Cuba and says 
he finds great satisfaction in the career successes of 
his children. The birth of his fourwonderful grandchildren 
has been a highlight of his life. The first person Bob met 
when he arrived at Cornell was Gloria Joseph, PhD '67. 
Should Bobhavea day in Ithaca, he would visit buildings 
where he had classes and walk the campus.

JenniferCulhaneJanzen, BS Nurs 70 (Fredericks
burg, VA; jennykcunan@gmail.com) is very busy, espe
cially trying to keep up with paperwork, which seems to 
be increasing with a late marriage. Jennifer is also in a 
monthly book group and runs some small building rent
als. Her other pastimes include quilting, knitting, and 
genealogy. Jenny also says she comes to her sons’ 
rescue by fixing things for them I She married her high 
school and college sweetheart at the age of 76, after 
an interval of some 50 years. Her late husband was Col. 
Robert Janzen. After they re-met at a high school re
union, Robert left London, England, for Virginia, where 
he retired and was a member ofthe local volunteer fire
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department. In the last three years of his life, Robert 
suffered from Parkinson’s disease combined with Lewy 
body dementia. Sadly, he died on April 29, 2016. Jen
nifer would like to hear from Luradine Hargrove 
Timberlake 7 2  of NYHSC in the 1960s.

Extra! Extra! On April 28,2017, Cornell’s 1970 men’s 
ice hockey team was inducted into the ECAC Hall of 
Fame in a gala ceremony held at the ECAC headquarters 
in Danbury, CT. Dick Bertrand, John Hughes, MBA 
71, JD 74, and Dan Lodboa, the tri-captains of the 
1970 ice hockey team, wanted all their classmates to 
know about this great honor. After 47 yea rs, the 29-0-0 
undefeated, untied record by the 1970 NCAA Champions 
is still unmatched. Congratulations! For more details, 
go to comell70.org. ♦  Conn ie Ferris Meyer, tel., (610) 
256-3088; e-mail, cfm7@cornell.edu.

Tune in to this space in the next issue for more 
news from our classmates. In the meantime, 

we hope you’ll take a moment to pick up a pen, log in to 
your e-mail account, or go to the link below and send us 
an update about your life. What gives you the most sat
isfaction these days? Anythi ng new in your work or home 
life? What was your best day at Cornell? We want to know. 
♦  Gayle Yeomans, gay2@comell.edu; Jim Roberts, 
jhr22@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/ participate/ class-notes.cffn.

Eugene Ungar (Genesunbeltt@aol.com) 
writes from Palm City, FL, that he has been 

traveling the world, having recently returned from a month
long trip to New Zealand and Australia. Last year he went 
to China, South Korea, and Japan for a month and took 
a four-week cruise in the Mediterranean. When he's not 
globe-trotting, Eugene sees his daughter and two gand- 
children every day. Traveling the world and watching his 
grandchildren grow to be future Cornellians gives him the 
most satisfaction in his life these days. He recalls that the 
first person he met at Cornell was Rick Krochalis.When 
asked what he would do if he had a day in Ithaca, Eugene 
replied, “Absorb the great memories.”

BlueCross BlueShield of Western New York appoint
ed Robert Fleming to its board of directors. Bob is 
currently of counsel and a former longtime partner at 
Hodgson Russ in the corporate practice group. During 
his tenure, he served as the antitrust practice leader 
and life sciences industry leader representing clients in 
a broad range of manufacturing, life sciences, and ser
vice industries. Bob holds a Doctor of Law degree from 
U. of Buffalo. A Buffalo native, he is the founder and 
director emeritus of the City Honors School Foundation 
and a founder of the Buffalo Public School Foundation. 
Additionally, Bob serves on the board of the Center for 
Experimental Photography Art Inc. (CEPA Gallery) and 
is a practicing artist.

RobertEfron, DVM 75 (Hartford, CT; bobyak2@aol. 
com) informs us that he is a semi-retired veterinarian 
and really enjoying it now that he practices about 25 
hours a week. Bob has three grandkids and babysits on 
a regular basis. The kids thinkthey have two houses. He 
would love to hear from anyone from Phi Sigma Epsilon 
orU-Hall 2, Floor2. Bob says that professors Alexander 
de Lahunta, DVM '58, PhD '63, and Howard Evans 
'44, PhD '50, in the Veterinary College had a great im
pact on him. He calls them real “class acts,” scholars, 
and gentlemen. When asked if there's anything else he 
wishes he could be doing, Bob said, “I’m doing it!”

Larry Baum and wife Trudy paid a visit to California 
eariy this year. Prior to their visit to the Napa Valley, I

had a very pleasant lunch with Larry, Mike Mil ley 71 , 
Tom Paolucci 71 , and George Hyman 7 3 . William  
“Wes” Schulz, ME 73, and wife Debbie recently wel
comed two new grandsons into the family. Chariie was 
bom in Octoberto Wes’s son, Doug, and his wife, Sara. 
Chariie joins big sister Nora and family in Austin, TX. 
Then in March, Amy Schulz Fisher and husband Colin 
gave birth to Del in NYC. Wes is overjoyed having three 
lovely grandchildren. He also completed his lifelong 
questto climb all 46 Adirondack peaks over4,000 feet 
in elevation by conquering Allen Mountain.

Stephanie Harris Morgan (steffmorgan@comcast. 
net) moved from corporate real estate acquisition and 
development with Lifetime Fitness to commercial bro
kerage, specializing in retail. Her daughter is working 
for Sesame Street and moved to Brooklyn. Stephanie 
wishes she had time to stay in bettertouch with friends 
and travel more. While at Cornell, she says that the 
“unrest” of the times and anti-war movement had a 
great impact on her. Dan Rathert writes from Gettys
burg, PA, that he retired after a 35-year career in engi
neering, operations, and supply chain management with 
DuPont. He now works as a licensed battlefield guide 
at Gettysburg National Military Park. Danisalsoa Penn 
State Extension master gardener and an avid fly fisher
man and fly tier.

Bob Tausek and spouse Marjie left Exton, PA, for 
the Charleston, SC, area a year ago to be closer to 
daughter Allison. They live in Mt. Pleasant, which is the 
fastest growing town east of the Mississippi. Thei r new 
house has a marsh view, it’s near the beach, the HOA 
has a pool, and Charieston has great restaurants. Bob 
sounds like a happy man. Bob's Collegetown roommate, 
Gerry Roehm '69, BS 72, crashed hard skiing in the 
Colorado Rockies in March, resulting in nine fractures 
of seven ribs, a broken collarbone, and a punctured 
lung. He was in the ICU for four days with a chest tube, 
afterwhich he hadsurgeryto repairthe collarbone. Gerry 
still hopes to be able to travel to Slovenia in August- 
a trip for which he has already invested $2,000 (non- 
refundable). If it were a bus tour, it might not be a 
problem, but it’s a trek through the Slovenian Alps. If 
you are looking for the Reunion Report, it will appear 
in the Sept/Oct issue. Send news to: ❖  Alex Barna, 
ab478@comell.edu; or Gary Rubin, glr34@comell.edu.

Greetings from Cincinnati! I trust that when 
you receive this news column, the Cincinnati 

Reds remain in first place in the NL Central! From fan
tasy to your news:

Peter Brooks (Ballston Lake, NY; pbrooksl@nycap. 
rr.com) writes that he finally bought some land and 
started a Christmas tree farm, his dream come true. He 
has been planting trees steadily and restoring a 2 0 0- 
year-old farmstead. Peter plans to be open for the first 
time for the 2020 Christmas season. Boulder Brook 
Farm is located just five miles from Saratoga Springs, 
NY. You can follow its progress on the Boulder Brook 
Farm website and Facebook page, which his children 
set u p. (Peter confesses that he, of cou rse, has no idea 
how to do that!) Cornell classmates are welcome fora 
personal tour anytime. Sounds like an excellent idea!

Oxford U niversity Press has published the latest book 
by Prof. Ellen Walser deLara, PhD ’00 (Syracuse, NY; 
edelara@syr.edu), titled B u lly ing  S ca rs : The Im p a c t on  

A d u lt L ife  and  R e la tionsh ips. Ellen writes, “Though we 
want to think that people outgrow the impact of bullying, 
this book presents the consequences that children ex
perience and those that last into adulthood. Over 800

people were interviewed for the book; their words are 
quoted exactly in some specific vignettes. The only book 
like it on the market, it represents an original research 
study.” I checked out the book’s reviews on Amazon, 
and they are uniformly excellent. Ellen is on the faculty 
of the School of Social Work at Syracuse U. and is a 
practicing family therapist with over 35 years’ experi
ence working with children, adolescents, and adults in 
both school and clinical settings.

Once again M arty Slye Sherman, MPS 75 (Med- 
field, MA; mjshennan73@gmail.com) has helped me out 
by sending news, this time reporting on last February’s 
meeting at the Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference 
(CALC) in Baltimore. The cocktail party Friday night in
cluded Class of 73 CALC attendees Paul Cashman, 
Jon Kaplan, MBA 74, Rick, MBA74, and Lynn Rosen- 
bluth Saltz 7 5 , Marty Slye Sherman, MPS 75, Eliot 
Greenwald, Wayne Merkelson, JD 75, and Nancy 
Roistacher 72, and Jan 71  and Debbie GreeneRoth- 
man, as well as Dick 7 4 , MBA 76, and Nancy Miller 
Clifford, MA 76. The next morning, Danielle Lombardo 
Trostorff joined them as planning for our 45th Reunion 
in 2018 kicked off. Robert Platt, JD 76, joined at the 
class meeting.

Marty attended Dragon Day in Ithaca in early April, 
another cold, rainy event, although daffodils were in 
blossom. She returns to campus several times each 
semesterto teach the capstone course in the graduate 
Sloan Program in Health Administration in the College 
of Human Ecology. While there, she had lunch with 
Karen Broten Sieburgh, who now lives full time in 
Ithaca with her husband, Jules 7 2 , MBA 74. They are 
fully enjoying living near Cornell and participating in so 
many activities there. Karen serves on the Delta Gamma 
alumni board. Marty also sees Ron and Lorraine Pal- 
matier Skalko at least once a year, squeezingvisits in 
between theirworld travels. Lorraine still works for Delta, 
and they are working to hit the remaining places on their 
bucket list before she contemplates retirement. Lorraine 
was on hiatus from travel in the spring because she had 
a knee replacement in February.

Marty wonders if classmates askthe same question 
she is asking right now: where and how did we accumu
late so much stuff? She’s currently clearing out her 
Medfield, MA, house to put it on the market because 
she pla ns to move full time to her New Hampshi re home. 
As my spouse and I continue to clear and clea n out our 
ma nied children's upstai rs bedrooms to create a pristine 
guest bedroom and a home office, I certainly relate to 
her comment that it’s amazing how much is coming to 
light. Marty also is astonished at how much Cornell 
memorabilia she has squirreled away!

Danielle Trostorff (New Orleans, LA; dtrostorff® 
bakerdonelson.com) kindly responded to my plea to 
fellow class officers for news, writing that she was 
named Louisiana chair of the Women’s White Collar 
Defense Assn. She is also on the advisory board for the 
Annapolis Film Festival (yes, Annapolis, MD) and at
tended the 2017 Festival in late March/eariy April with 
Nancy Miller Clifford, MA 76, and her husband, 
Richard 7 4 , MBA 76, and Michele Landis Morisy 
'76-four days of wonderful films.

On a personal note, I was saddened to read of the 
February 17 death, at 85, of Prof. Theodore Lowi, the 
John L. Senior Chair of American Institutions. Prof. Lowi 
taught at Cornell from 1959-65, returning in 1972, and 
remaining as the John L. Senior Chair until granted 
emeritus status in 2015.1 had the privilege of working 
forthis brilliant charismatic man when he arrived back
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at Cornell in 19/2. Prof. Lowi also taught my son, David 
Greenberg '05, a fellow Cornell Government majorwho 
gained so much in experience working on Capitol Hill 
during his Cornell in Washington semester, the under
graduate program that was the brainchild of Prof. Lowi.

Thanks forall the news. Please submit photos of your 
now-Medicare-eligible selves to http://comellalumni 
magazine.com/photogallery. Send news to: ♦  Pamela 
Meyers, psmeyers73@gmail.com; Phyllis Haight 
Grummon, phg3@comell.edu; or David Ross, dave@ 
daveross.com. Online news form, http://alumni.comell. 
edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

We hope you'll take a moment to pick up a pen, 
log in to your e-mail account, or go to the link 

below and send us an update about your life. What gives 
you the most satisfaction these days? Anything new in 
your work or home life? What was your best day at Cornell? 
We want to know. ♦  Helen Bendix, hbendix@verizon. 
net; Lucy Babcox Morris, lucmorl433@gmail.com; Jim 
Schoonmaker, js378@cornell.edu. Online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

Greetings to all I My 2017 has included at least 
one Cornell-centered activity every few weeks, 

emphasizing the major impact that my four years on the 
Hill have had on my life thereafter. While my educational 
experiences at Cornell have certainly laid a fabulous foun
dation for the senior living environments that I have de
signed during the past 40-plus years, it's the personal 
experiences with college friends that I truly cherish now. 
Please take a few moments to let your class correspon- 
dents know of gatherings you have had with Cornell friends, 
Cornell events you've attended, or even trips backto cam
pus, as we'd love to share the news with other classmates.

In the cold of early January, the Cornell Alumni Lead
ership Conference, better 
known as CALC, had its 
annual meeting in Balti
more. Attending the class
es of the '70s reception 
proved a great opportu
nity to touch base not only 
with other class officers, 
but with Cornellians from 
throughout the Baltimore- 
Washington metropolitan 
area who were also invit
ed to attend the recep
tion. Our own Class of 
1975 Reunion chair, Susan Fulton, and her husband, 
Alan Burrows 7 6 , were seen at the event. Living in 
the Virginia suburbs of Washington, DC, Al has retired 
while Susan has been busier than ever re-imaging 
Domino’s Pizza stores in the D.C./Maryland/Virginia 
area. Both were recovering from knee surgery, so were 
still hobbling around a bit. Their spring has been full of 
fun events, includinga visit from Ed 7 3  and Debbie 
Redding Mace for the Avon Walk forthe Cure in early 
May. They’ve also visited Lexington for the Rolex Ken
tucky Three Day Event, cheeringon their niece Savannah 
Fulton, who qualified to ride this year in dressage, cross 
country, and stadium jumping. June took them to Lake 
Tahoe for their nephew’s wedding, and then to explore 
Sequoia, Kings Canyon, and Yosemite national parks- 
a fa bu lous trip to be sure!

Also attending CALC was Lynn Rosenbluth Saltz, 
ournewclass webmaster. Lynn has been busy creating 
an updated website to portray our class spirit throughout

the years. Check it out at: http://classof75.alumni. 
comell.edu. Here you’ll find the class officer and volun
teer list, Cornell video, ComellConnectpage, and access 
to our very own Facebook page, www.facebook.com/ 
ComellClassofl975. Lynn would love your help in per
sonalizing our website, so send your photos and videos 
from col lege days, Reunions, and sma Her gatherings to 
her at lynn.saltz@gmail.com and then sign into the web
site frequently to stay in touch.

On Janua ry 13,1 was excited to attend my first Cornel I 
hockey game since graduating 40-plus years ago as I 
joined a huge crowd of Cornell alums, parents, and 
other fans to cheer the Big Red hockey team to a 5-1 
victory over Princeton in New Jersey. The victory was 
sweet, but gathering with friends before and after the 
game was even more enjoyable. Some of the attendees 
from 75 included Jim and Karen Leung Moore from 
St. Louis, Jack and Debbie Morrison Brewster from 
the Philadelphia area, and Laura and Luciano “Lujon” 
Rossi from Princeton. Jack, a Latin and classics teach
er in Swarthmore, PA, acted in the Broadway show Play 

On last December. Lujon and Laura are new grandpar
ents as their daughter Nina and her husband, Brian, 
welcomed Cel Ian Jackson (“CJ”) at the end of April.

February took me to the annual President’s Day 
Weekend gathering of Cornell Delta Upsilon fraternity 
brothers from the 1970s at the home of Wendy and 
Mark Clemen te 7 3 , BS 74, MPS 77, in East Hanover, 
NJ, attended by more than 35 Cornellians and their 
family and friends, including fellow correspondent Deb 
Gellman, MBA'82. Many of our classmates joined in 
to enjoy four days of reminiscing, lawn sports, card 
ga mes, and a lot of fine eating. Currently living in Flem- 
ington, NJ, Loma and James Thul shared new photos 
of their grandson, Charlie, bom lastyearto son Garrett 
and his wife at Ft. Bragg, where Garrett is a First 

Lieutenant in the 82nd 
Airborne Division. Jim 
recently retired from the 
family business and is 
now training student 
athletes in physical con
ditioning at West Point, 
where Garrett had grad
uated as a three-time 
All-American lacrosse 
player and the Army’s 
leading scorer. Also a 
buddinglacrossestaris 
high school sophomore 

and nationally ranked goalie Robbie Seeley, son of 
James, JD 79, and Beth Wright Seeley 76 , who trav
eled from Syracuse, where Jim works as an estate at
torney. Their daughter, Faith, has enjoyed traveling 
through Europe after graduating from St. Lawrence.

Driving in from Mars, PA, near Pittsburgh to join the 
DU President’s Day ĵ theringwere Sandy and Stephen 
Bigalow. Steve teaches the candlestick strategy of in
vestments, but his real love is maintaining his collection 
of 20-plus vintage cars. Perhaps busier now than when 
working full time, Mark and Christine “Ting” Magill 
Kamon enjoy the best that Maryland’s Eastern Shore 
has to offer. They live nearthe water in Chestertown, MD, 
where she sings in the loca I chorale and quilts. Their love 
of travel has ta ken them from Alaska to Florida, across 
the ocean to South Africa, to Maine to visit John and 
Leslie Hudson Halloran, and to three states (Connect
icut, Pennsylvania, and Virginia) to visit their three chil
dren and four grandchildren. Mark and Ting have joined

us for several Cornell events in the Washington, DC, 
area, a tradition we hope to continue in 2017.

Please take a few minutes to send us highlights of 
your life after Cornell, college friends you have seen, 
and memorable moments on campus, and we’ll share 
the news in our upcoming columns. ❖  Joan Pease, 
japeasel032@aol.com; Deb Gellman, dsgellman@ 
hotmail.com; Karen DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu. 
edu; Mitch Frank, mjfgator@gmail.com.

Once again, thank you for replying to our 
request for news! Congratulations to Dave 

Story, named a “True Professional of Arboriculture” by 
the Int’l Society for Arboriculture. Dave is an arborist 
representative and consultant for Bartlett Tree Experts 
in the Chicago a rea, though his contacts range through
out the Midwest. He also works with the Tree Care 
Industry Assn. Dave said, “I have a passion for this in
dustry that relates back to my strong science back
ground. I try to answer every question that’s put to me 
and challenge myself to understand things. I enjoy ta Ik
ing to other people, especially my customers, and I learn 
a lot from them in that way.” Congrats, too, to llene 
Sherwyn Cooper, named to the list of 2016 New York 
Metro Super Lawyers in the field of estate and trust 
litigation, llene works forthe firm of Farrell Fritz.

From Bethesda, MD, Shelly Gehshan writes, “After 
two years of study and practice, I earned my certification 
as a coach. This is my third career, after five years 
in journalism and 30 in health policy and nonprofit 
management. I specialize in career coaching for 20- 
and 30-somethings and mid-career professionals. My 
daughter, Hannah Marqusee, started graduate school 
at Brandeis, where she’ll be receiving an MBA and a 
MS in global health policy.” Stephen Lew, MCE 76 , 
is currently senior principal at Thornton Tomasetti, a 
1,200-person engineering consulting firm based in NYC, 
with 39 offices around the world. Stephen himself is in 
the structural engineering group of the firm, located in 
the Boston office. He says, “Prior to my position atTT, 
I was with Weidlinger Assocs. Inc. forthe past35 years. 
TT and Weidlinger merged in January 2016.”

Andrew Kleeger, MPS 7 6 , e-mailed to say, “No 
news worthy of reporting, u nless joi ni ng the ra nks of the 
recently retired counts. How will I spend all my time? 
Aside from catching up on several long overdue tasks 
around the house, clipping coupons, and generally an
noying my wife by being at home, I’m taking two French 
language classes, one music theory class, and lessons 
on playing the hammered dulcimer, and doing some 
volunteer work at the SPCA in Norfolk, VA. We recently 
enjoyed three weeks of touring in France and left Nice 
just two weeks before the dastardly truck attack. I re
member my parents complaining in the '60s and 70s 
that the world was going crazy... that was absolutely 
nothing compared to 20161 ” Cecy Brady Siegler, MRP 
’80, retired and has moved to Longboat Key, FL, for most 
of the year, but spends summers in Nantucket. She 
became a grandparent last May. Daughter Lindsay and 
husband Paul live in NYCwith grandson Gavin Ryder. If 
she had a day to spend in Ithaca, Cecy would goto Flat 
Rock and drive to some surrounding towns such as 
Dundee, “where we made presentations for revitalization 
while in the planning department.”

Jer i Frank is still teaching math, reading, and writing 
at her local community college, now in her 26th year 
there. She has also added being president of the part- 
time faculty union to her responsibilities. Jeri helped 
organize and start the u nion five years ago, a nd now the
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part-time faculty has a more visible presence and ben
efits set out in their bargaining agreement. She says it's 
very rewardingto be able to improve working conditions 
for her colleagues. The family news from Gregg Krieger 
is that he became a grandfather of Lucy Rose in January, 
c/o his daughter Stephanie Krieger '05. A few weeks 
later, daughter Jocelyn, JD '13, got engaged. The 
Fulbright Scholar Program has awarded FrankRusciano 
his second Fulbright research grant, to take place in the 
spring of 2018.

Amy Birnbaum is still working at CBS News as a 
producer of medical segments. “It’s quite a change for 
this Language and Flumanities major,” she says. Her 
son graduated from Wesleyan in May 2015 and is now 
thinking about law school. Her daughter spent part of 
her sophomore year in Italy and is back on campus at 
Wesleyan. Amy visited hertherebackin March (“Itwas 
a fabulous trip”). Amy would like to have more time to 
travel. She is also interested in working with groups 
that promote public literacy for important issues in

‘ I no longer believe in the stereotype 
of the Comic Nerd—thanks to 
Donna Fremed.’

D I K S A A L F E L D  ' 8 0

Alice Mascette writes that Laura Bauer, Dale 
Brodsky Bernstein, CandaceCarponter, Nancy liber- 
man Gold, BJ Gluckstern Greenspan, Jeryl Dansky
Kershner, and Eileen McManus Walker, MBA 78, will 
attend Sigma Delta Tau's centennial. “Sigma Delta Tau 
was founded at Cornell 100 years ago on March 25, 
and a whole slew of 76 sisters (and other classes) are 
headed back there for the event, which includes dinner, 
a panel discussion, brunch at the house, and a lot of 
hanging out. Oh, and karaoke! We are also doing a com
munity service project, an endowment to the house and 
to the Cornell Annual Fund, and contributing material to 
the Cornell Archives. In this era of debate about our 
diverse nation, it certainly is inspiring to know that the 
sorority was founded initially by seven women who could 
not be admitted to the existing sororities because they 
were Jewish. It is a tribute to the founding sisters that it 
has become a nationwide organization with an expan
sive philanthropic mission-includingscholarships-and 
embraces a diverse cohort of sisters, including myself, 
an Italian-American raised Catholic.” ♦  Lisa Diamant, 
Ljdiamant@verizon.net; Karen Krinsky Sussman, 
Krinsk54@gmail.com; Pat Relf Hanavan, patrelfl@ 
gmail.com.

Just in time for Reunion, here are the latest 
comings and goings of our classmates. The 

Thomas Edison State U. associate VP for institutional plan- 
ningand research, Ann Marie Debritto Senior (Trenton, 
NJ) was installed as the president of the North East Assn. 
of Institutional Research (NEAIR) in November. NEAIR is 
an individual membership-driven association whose 
mission is to promote institutional effectiveness in post
secondary education through excellence in the field of 
institutional research. Congatulations,Ann Marie!

Marc Schlussel, MBA 78 (Teaneck, NJ) was among 
five alumni who were recently featured on the Cornell 
volunteer website (http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/ 
volu nteer/) for their services. Marc says his favorite Cor
nell spot is the view from the suspension bridge, and his 
favorite tradition is Cornell hockey. His Cornell volunteer 
experience began with the Cornell Alumni Admissions 
Ambassador Network (CAAAN). He’s now the chair of 
Cornell Hillel and a member ofthe Foundation of Kosher 
Observance at Cornell as well. Recently he was the 
search committee chairforthe new Cornell Hillel execu
tive director. Thank you, Marc, forall yourcontributions.

health, news, and politics. Bill Piombino retired to 
Wells, ME, in 2014. He'sdoinga bit of consulting, play
ing a little golf, and catching up on all the things he 
didn't do while working.

Karen Zelkind Buglass (Rockville, MD) reports that 
she is enjoying her second year of retirement. She's a 
volunteerwith the Montgomery County Literacy Council 
and is also improving her Spanish through a conversa
tion club and immersion classes. She loves the 
Appalachian dulcimer and plays with a small group for 
visitors at the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National 
Historical Park. She also teaches dulcimer at the House 
of Musical Traditions and at America n U.’s Osher Lifelong 
Learning Inst. (OLLI). Herother musical pursuits include 
autoharp, bowed psaltery, and old-time banjo. Karen 
adds that her daughter, Amy (Ithaca College ’02), is now 
nearby, doing website work for the corporate offices of 
Total Wine and More. Husband Ralph, BA 76, offers 
classes at OLLI. He’s also an invited speaker for many 
local history events. Karen is still in touch with her 
Cornell advisor, Maryann Griffin Wulff, via Facebookand 
Words with Friends. Impressive!

Gary Buerman (Newark, NY) has had a couple of 
Comeil-related events this yea r. His daughter, El izabeth 
'12, MS 16, recently received her master’s in Food Sci
ence. She is now working on her PhD in Food Science- 
Microbiology at Cornell. In September, Elizabeth married 
Grigor Lynch '13, who is now working on a JD and MBA 
at Cornell. Keeping it all in the Big Red family. Gary 
never thought, when graduating from Cornell, that it 
would have such long-reaching effects in his family’s 
life 40 years later. He planned on attending Reunion this 
summer. John Speese (Augusta, SC) is working in retire
ment as a freelance translator. His children are grown 
and doing well; his son is a banker and his daughter is 
a lawyer. No grandchildren yet. Overall he feels pretty 
content and blessed. He would like to hear from old 
Cornell friends Otto Buchert and Karl W ittig 7 6 , ME 
77. It is nice to hear from you, John, my fellow Clara 
Dickson floormate.

Maury Rogoff Gostfra nd (NYC) asked the following: 
“Wondering if you are familiar with classmate Roy 
Cohen ? Roy is probably one ofthe country’s best known 
career coaches. For many of us celebrating a 40th Re
union, the notions of career and work have been dramat
ically redefined. He is the authorofa best-selling career 
book, The Wall Street Professiona l's Survival Guide. In

addition to numerous media appearances including the 
“TODAY” show and “CBS This Morning,” he serves on 
the advisory board of M en ’s  F itness magazine and was 
the official career coach forthe movie Leigh Daniels' The 

Butler.’’ Roy, if you are out there, let us know more about 
your activities! Maury, thanks forthe introduction.

That’s it for now. See the next column for news on our 
40th Reunion in June. Please keep all of your news and 
views coming in via the Cornell online news form at: 
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes. 
cfm. ❖  Howie Eisen, MD, heisen@drexelmed.edu; 
Annette Mulee, annette@mulee.com.

Greetings! Itmaybe 11 months away, but mark 
m your calendar for our fabulous 40th Reunion,

June 7-10,2018. You’ll have ample opportunities to get 
reacquainted with longtime (note I did not say old) friends 
and meet classmates you never knew back in the day.The 
sun may even make an appearance.

Peter Chatel (Atlanta, GA) started a consultingand 
coaching practice in April 2015, after 22 years at the 
Coca-Cola Co., that is “dedicated to advancing high- 
performance leadership and culture.” He visited Vietnam 
in December 2016 with his stepdaughter and stepson. 
Peter would like to get in touch with Roger Strauch.The 
professor who had the greatest impact on him was David 
Ludington '56, MS ’59, who was his academic advisor 
in Agricultural Engineering. Farther up the East Coast, 
Court Williams celebrated his 30th wedding anniver
sary to wife Stacey. Their son, Grant, graduated from 
Penn State's Smeal School of Business and now works 
at L'Oreal. Daughter Peyton is starting graduate school 
in elementary education. Court took seriously the words 
of Prof. Ray Cantwell '52, MS 76, “who wisely said 
that the restaurant business is a 'young man's game.’ 
Thus my career switch to executive search at age 34.” 
Court would like to hear from Chris McCormick 79.

Cynthia Kubaswrites, “I’ve been enjoying ice hock
ey this year and went to the Quinnipiac-Comell game 
in Connecticut with Stu Soffer 77 , Mike Grant 77, 
and John Molinda 77 . Stu hosted a terrific party for 
a group of Comellians at a local restaurant, where I met 
classmate Eric Kates. DVM ’81,1 attended the men's 
game at Princeton with classmates Melinda Dower, 
Pat Reilly, and Eileen Currie Stokley. This event has 
become an annual reunion forthe four of us, all Cornell 
women’s rugby alums! ” Cynthia also traveled to Hawaii 
to visit old friends, and to Big Sky, MT, for skiing. She 
also visited Susanne Solomon in Ithaca for a spring 
regatta. While we’re on the topic of hockey, Jeff and 
SuzanneTougasSnedeker (also in Ithaca) managed 
to dig out ofthe East Coast snowstorm in time to attend 
the ECAC playoffs in Lake Placid in March. Alas, the Big 
Red lost the final to that school in Cambridge, but a 
gaod time was had.

Leah Minemier MacLeod, MS ’83, reports, “Though 
we all took different routes to get here, the five MacLeods 
now all live in California. Don 7 7  is senior manager of 
systems engineeringattheU. of California Officeofthe 
President (the central board forthe entire UC system) 
in Oakland. Don Jr. is the Ricoh employee responsible 
forthe Providence Holy Cross Medical Center in Mission 
Hills. Robert is at Moorpark College (living in Simi Valley), 
specifically for video game design courses to comple
ment his computer science degree from RIT. Hannah 
'12 is creative development assistant atTeirTale Games 
in San Rafael. And I spend a lot of time on the five 
freeways between homes in 0 range a nd Concord-and 
the kids in between! Hope all my fellow a lu ms are doing
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well, with a special shout out to Bob Spiesz 77 , BS
78, Dave 7 5 , PhD '80, and Sarah Thole Fischell, ME
79, Mark Maltenfort 77 , and John Feldsted 77 .”

Lastly, what would one of my columns be without a 
message from our world traveler Walter Milani? He 
left for Singapore in May 2017 to begin a tour of the 
Broadway musical S is te r A ct, which will take him to 
Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, and several other cities 
in China, and then to Tokyo, Manila, and Seoul for 
seven weeks. “I invite any Cornell alumni in those cities 
to connect with me. Back home in late January 2018.” 
That’s all for now. Keep sending us news! Stay well. ❖  
Cindy Fuller, cindy@cindyjfuller.com; llene Shub 
Lefland, ilefland@snet.net. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/classmotes.cfm.

Greeting! The gprgas in Ithaca are gorgeous. 
Consider a trip to Ithaca during the summer 

months. And remember, our 40th Reunion on June 6-9, 
2019 is only 23 months from now. Right now might be a 
good time to remind friends to put the dates in their 
calendars, too.

Bob Platt is a partner at Manatt, Phelps & Phillips 
in Los Angeles, where he’s been for 35 years. His son 
Adam graduated in May from the U. of Michigan. Chris
topher Milley is moving to Pflugerville, a suburb of 
Austin, TX, to start a franchise business with family 
members. While officially retired, he's looking forward 
to this new phase. He also enjoys spending time with 
his two granddaughters in Atlanta, GA.

Judah Kraushaar, MBA '80, and his wife, Michele, 
live in Chappaqua and continue to expand their farming 
activities at Meadowland Farm in the Mid-Hudson Valley. 
He writes, “Last yearwe processed over 200 lambs and 
30 pigs, and grew vegetables that fed over 100 fami
lies.” Judah continues to serve on the board of the Israel 
Venture Network that builds social businesses in Israel. 
He also serves on the board of the Glynwood Center, 
which promotes local food and farming in the Hudson 
Valley.Judah and Michele's son, Elias'12, married Aura 
Jaramillo '12 this past September, seven years after 
they met during their freshman year at Cornell.

Mark Hallock started a private equity fund place
ment agency in 2012, and the firm celebrated its fifth 
year in business in April. Markand wife Claire's son Nick 
graduated from Columbia College and is working at a 
law firm. Theirson Rob is a rising sophomore at Hamilton 
College. On April 29, Markand a large group of Cornell- 
ians were in Ithaca to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the Grateful Dead's concert at Barton Hall back on May 
8,1977. Mark would like to hearfrom his old friend Scott 
Jacobs. He keeps in contact with Ray Yasson, Denis 
Barone, Mark Ullman '82, MBA '83, Jon Turell '81, 
Cliff Manko '80, and Bill Stasiuk '80. Rich Bobrow 
and his wife, Holly, have had plenty of reasons to visit 
Ithaca in recent years. Their daughter Rebecca '15 grad
uated from Arts and Sciences in 2015, and son Tucker 
'19 and daughter Kelsey '19 are currently enrolled in 
CALS and HumEc, respectively.

Peg Caldwell-Ott has retired after 24 years at Saint 
Bernard's School and 34 years total in teaching. She 
and husband Derek (CWRU ’87) moved to Rockingham, 
VA, in June 2016. Peg is enjoyingsetting her own sched
ule each day, and spends a lot of time writing up her 
teaching program, “Tips 'n' Tricks for Teaching Science 
to Tots,” for publication. Peg is also planning a forensic 
anthropology book about her cases. She’s dealing with 
a vitamin B-12 deficiency, which requires shots and 
pills, but she manages. She’d like to hear from old

Cornell friends who lived in the ILC (North Campus #8). 
Peg closed her note by mentioning Prof. Ken Kennedy 
as the person who had the greatest impact on her dur- 
ing her time at Cornell. Frederick Frank and his wife, 
Maryclaire, hosted the wedding of their daughter 
Meaghan '11, MPS ’15, at their family winery, Dr. 
Konstantin Frank Wine Cellars, in Hammondsport, NY. 
Meaghan is the fourth generation of the family to man
age the winery. Dr. Konstantin Frank was recently named 
among the top 100 wineries in the world by W ine & 

S p ir its  M agazine, and all Cornell alumni are invited to 
visit the winery and receive a special discount.

I (Cindy Ahlgren Shea) have been happily selling 
real estate throughout the Hamptons with Sotheby’s 
I nt’l Rea Ity for over 15 years. This past May, my husband, 
Jay, and I celebrated our 30th wedding anniversary. I 
greatly enjoy seeing Cornell friends when they are in 
the Hamptons or the NYC area and encourage calls or 
e-mails to let me know when you’ll be in the area. 
Recently I have seen Jam ie Pundyk Davis '80, Diane 
Solomon Doppelt, Wendy Rosenthal Gellman '81, 
and Suzanne Carter Kramer'80.

Please continue to send us your news. Connect to 
our class online through Facebook (Cornell University 
Class of 1979) and Linkedln (Cornell University Class 
of 1979). Send your news to classof79@comell.edu, 
or directly to us, your class correspondents: ❖  C indy 
Ahlgren Shea, cindy.shea@sothebyshomes.com; 
Kathy Zappia Gould, rdgould@comcast.net; and Linda 
Moses, mosegurevitch@aol.com.

Dozens of times overthe decades, I told fellow 
Deadheads the story of how, ticketless and 

broke, I fast-talked my way into the now-legendary Grateful 
Dead show at Barton Hall in May of 1977.1 was an out
law, a mysterious stranger on a mission, a man of incred
ible derring-do. A few weeks ago I read the Cornell A lum ni 

Magazine articles about that show, and it turns out they 
were letting everybody in there, ticket or not. Schlubs like 
me, grannies, people passing by on the sidewalk looking 
to kill time. Some outlaw. I remember little of the show 
itself, but my gauzy memory has me dodging armed 
guards and hurdling barricades to get into it. Alas.

Roberta Walter Goodman writes that she is nearing 
the end of a second term as president of her synagogue. 
She has acquired a second horse, a gray half-Andalusian, 
and says, “I'm enjoying having two sweet, intelligent 
mares in my herd.” She and husband Lenn recently trav
eled to Israel and England. Grace Sharpies Cooke is the 
interim director of development at Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, an organization that brings together Quaker 
groups from a four-state region. PYM’s mission is to 
“express our faith in action and work for a better world 
through pioneering, inspiring programs and services.” 
Grace writes, “I still liveatWillowstreams, where I man
age 37 acres of land and am working on trails.” She is 
the steward of Willowstreams, “an ecologically signifi
cant 37-acre property with high quality native wetlands, 
meadow, and woodlands in Bryn Mawr, PA.” The work 
done there is fascinating, and I urge you to visit their 
website at willowstreams.org for more information.

Stephen Kohn is a full-time psychotherapist work
ing with adolescents and adults. He is president of 
Work and People Solutions, a human resources con
sulting firm. Stephen hasn’t been back to Cornell in a 
quarter century, but hopes to get there this summer. 
He’s grateful for the time he spent at Cornell being 
surrounded by “a diverse group of wonderful, brilliant 
people.” Since retiring from the Pentagon in 2013, Roy

Apseloff has been competing in powerlifting. He holds 
several world records in his age and weight class. His 
best contest lift so far is 575 pounds. We class cor
respondents strive for accuracy, and I thought I had 
misread his note because human beings can’t lift that 
much; so I looked it up. It’s possible. He did it. He 
wants to lift 600 pounds when he’s 60. (Not to brag, 
but I can easily lift 600 pounds-just not all at once.) 
Roy is remarried “to a wonderful woman, Melanie 
Rowland (West Point ’89).” A major influence on Roy 
during college days was psychology professor Ron 
Mack, who died in 1993.

David Ayers, who is married to Laura (Day) 7 8 ,
MBA '86, recently went on a ski trip with fellow Fiji fra
ternity brothers Tom Croskey, Steve Benjamin, ME
'81, MBA ’12, and Dave Root 7 9 . They enjoyed great 
snow and camaraderie. Dawn Fotopulos is associate 
professor of business at King’s College. Her recent book, 
Accounting fo r the Numberphobic: A Survival Guide forSm all 

Business Owners, is witty and is illustrated by a Disney 
artist, which is a combination one doesn’t encounter 
often. Her videos are praised by non-MBA business 
owners. For more insight into Dawn’s work, go to her 
websiteathiddenprofitprophet.com. Revealingwhatshe 
thinks of adversity, Dawn cites as a major influence from 
her Cornell days the English professorwho told her she 
would never be able to write and publish.

Donna Fremed is the head of human resources at 
the San Diego Comic Convention. She writes, “Recently 
I got to reconnect with Lisa Kremer Ullmann '81 and 
spoke about the 100th anniversary of Sigma Delta Tau 
(sorority).” After reading Donna’s note, yourvigilant cor
respondent delved into comicdom, especially the bur- 
geoningconventionsthataficionadosattend. I no longer 
believe in the stereotype of the Comic Nerd-thanks, 
Donna! Boston resident Jack Glassman, BArch '80, 
MA ’82, and his spouse enjoy their 1840s house, but 
are concerned about development in their neighbor
hood. A casino is planned, for example, which to some 
seems incongruous in old New England. Jack is a his
torical architect with the Interior Dept.’s National Park 
Service, where he works for the Historic Architecture, 
Conservation, and Engineering Center, which serves 
parks from Maine to Virginia. Jack is an avid cyclist, and 
he would like to hear from his old friend Bruce Salvo, 
BArch ’81. He writes that he would like to devote time 
to “inventing gizmos that make a difference, or at least 
creating novelties that offer hu mor and whimsy! ” Send 
news to: ♦  Dik Saalfeld, rfs25 @ comell.edu; Dana 
Jerrard, dej24 @ cornell.edu; Leona Barsky, leona 
barsky @ aol.com. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornel! .edu/ partici pate/class-notes.cfm.

Kudos to Lori Balton, who received the 
Location Managers Guild International (LMGI) 

Trailblazer Award at a gala awards ceremony in April. Lori 
was the first location professional to be accepted into the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, and her 
credits include Seab/scu/t, Inception, Argo, and dozens of 
other acclaimed movies and TV shows. She was also 
recently featured in Conde Nast Traveler, “Why Location 
Scout Lori Balton has the World’s Coolest Job' Bravo!

Russell Urban (rdurban@highhotels.com) is presi
dent of High Hotels Ltd., which owns and operates hotels 
throughout the mid-Atlantic region. He and his wife, 
Catherine (Evans) 7 8 , MPS ’81, live in Lancaster, PA, 
and he proudly reports thatthree oftheir four children are 
Hotel school grads: Evan Hurd '03, Chase Urban ’15, 
and Emma Urban '17. After 35 years in the corporate
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world, Jeff Gottlieb (jeff.gottlieb9@comcast.net) re
turned to college as professor of accounting at U. of 
North Florida in Jacksonville. Fie and wife Rachelle have 
a son who is in his junior year at U. of Florida, and they 
enjoy rooting forthe Gators! Jeff would love to hearfrom 
his brothers at Sig Phi Ep.

Kathleen Philbin LaShoto (kplashoto@gmail.com) 
manages workplace services at the corporate head
quarters of Massachusetts-based TJX, the parent com
pany of TJ Maxx and Marshalls. She writes that it's a 
wonderful company, and her daughter, MaryAnn, a Holy 
Cross grad, also works there, as an allocation analyst. 
Her son, James, graduated from Bentley U. and works 
at Progress Software, and her niece Kathryn Dlugos 
is working on a PhD at the ILR school. Lynn Ciolino 
Boyajian's son and daughter have both followed in their 
mom's footsteps to ILR: Harrison '18 just finished his 
junior year; and Lindsay '13, MILR 14, graduated and 
continued on to a joint program in which she received 
her MILR and a master's in management in 2015 from 
ESCP Europe. After studying in Paris, shejoined a French 
augmented reality startup as chief marketing officerand 
moved back last year to open their NYC office.

An ambitious career change is in the works for M iriam 
Harris (harrisdonohue@yahoo.com). An Aggie at Cor
nell, she is progressing toward a BS in electrical engi
neering at Old Dominion U. She lives in Virginia Beach, 
VA, with husband Patrick Donohue, who is due to retire 
this year from the Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS). Jeff Kaplan (jeffreyrkaplan@gmail.com) is cel
ebrating his 25th yearas a veterinarian at the Metro Cat 
Hospital of Boston. He and his wife, Sally, live in Newton, 
MA, and have four children, one in high school, one in 
college, and two with college degrees. He'd like to hear 
from Hector Viera '83, Mark Ramsey '82, and Ray 
Gorelick'80. Thomas Nucatola (nucatola@comcast. 
net) is loving every minute in his busy rheumatology 
practice. He and his wife, Maria, live in Scotch Plains, 
NJ, and their son is a high school senior. He would like 
to hear from Peter Snel I.

Many thanks foryour updates. Please keep sending 
us news! ❖S teven  Barre, scbame@aol.com; Betsy Sil- 
verfine, bsilverfine@comcast.net;andTanis MacKay- 
Bell, TanisMBell@gmail.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

Where do 35 yea rs go?! Our Reunion Report 
will appear in the September/October issue, 

so please watch for highlights!
Lauren Blacker '17, daughter of Maggie Paikand 

Bruce Blacker 79 , graduated 35 years after her moth
er. Congratulations! Adam Potkay (Williamsburg, VA) 
is looking for anyone from the old Speny Hall and Risley 
Hall days. He's been teaching English and comparative 
literature at the College of William and Mary since 1990. 
During the 2018-19 academic year, he will be a visiting 
distinguished professor at Princeton U. Adam wrote that 
professors Neil Hertz, David Grossvogel, and Isaac 
Kramnick had the greatest impact on him, and he sus
pects they are all retired by now. John Yerger, ME ‘83, 
MBA ‘84, and wife Leslie are empty nesters! He reports 
that Evan is in a plasma physics PhD program at Prince
ton, Julia is a sophomore pre-med at Washington and 
Lee, and Megan is a freshman in economics and public 
policy at UNC Chapel Hill. John recently launched a 
spin-off from a national lab (www.thindiamond.com) 
and is working to disinfect the world’s water. He added 
that Leslie is turning around a papaya farm in Jamaica 
(www.marthasbest.com).

Earle Weaver, ME ’83, MBA ’84, is group president 
at the private equity company Harbour Group in St. 
Louis. His daughter is a chemical engineer at the U. of 
Tulsa; the oldest son is a business major and on the 
golf team at Rhodes College in Memphis; and two more 
sons are in high school. Beth Tremer Herrick, MD '86, 
is now working at St. Elizabeth's in Boston as chief of 
radiation oncology and cancer genetics. Her daughter 
is following in her footsteps as a first-year medical 
student at Tufts.

David Weis recently formed a real estate develop
ment firm, 75andSunny LLC, focused on residential 
development on L.A.'s west side. He also founded a 
nonprofit, the Los Angeles County Law Enforcement 
Trust, dedicated to supporting the families of police of
ficers killed in the line of duty. David writes that they are 
seeking additional volunteers in the areas of PR, devel
opment, social media, and administration. Formore info, 
check out: www.LACLET.org. Angelo Alberto, BArch 
'83, merged his company with three other architecture 
firms, creating City Invincible Architects, and relocated 
to Camden, NJ. Angelo and Edie enjoy visiting their son 
at Catholic U. in Washington, DC, and Angelo adds that 
he keeps busy with charity work with the Joseph Fund, 
also in Camden.

Mark Dwortzan serves as communication officer 
forthe MIT joint program on the science and policy of 
global change, which combines scientific research with 
policy analysis to inform decision-making on global 
environmental challenges. To learn more, check out: 
globalchange.mit.edu. Shirley Stewart Prosser wrote 
from Herndon, VA, but didn’t share any news. And con
gratulations to Jonathan Welsh, BArch '82, and his 
partner, Ken West, on celebrating the third year of their 
successful mid-century vintage store, NoNu Vintage, in 
Bergen County, NJ, where they won the local magazine 
award for best antique store, best home decor store, 
and best consignment shop three years in a row! Find 
them in Dumont, NJ. Please send news! ♦  Nina Kondo, 
nmk22@comell.edu; Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell. 
edu; and Doug Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

I'm writing this column in April 2017 and it’s 
almost 80 degtees in NYC. What a pleasure! 

Please continue to send in your news-we love to hear 
from you!

Mark Rhodes wrote about a recent get-together 
with several classmates who attended a rousing Cor
nell Hangovers concert in Summit, NJ, to kick off their 
Hong Kong spring break tour. They especially loved 
seeing Hangover alumni from the audience (including 
classmate Robert Walters) join the group on stage 
for several songs. The gathering included Sue Was- 
serman Guerin, Abbie Bookbinder Meyer, Linda 
Lovero-Waterhouse, Mark and Kim Osborn Rhodes, 
David Berger, Michael Buthe, Susan ElliottJones, 
Sheila Smith Morrell, and Ellen Trompeter Sheny. 
Wow-what a turnout from our class. Sounds like so 
much fun!

As many of you know, our 35th Reunion is coming 
up soon. A vote on the Reunion mascot for our class is 
being considered, so please go to our class Linked! n or 
Facebook page to cast your vote. The class officers, 
myself included, want to know who our classmates 
are most looking forward to seeing at Reunion. If you 
send in a name, the officers will work on getting in touch 
with that person to specifically invite them to come to

Reunion. There will even be a connection event overthe 
weekend to bring everyone together.

Patsy Danehy Catsos has a private practice as 
a dietitian and is also a writer. Her latest project is 
the IBS E lim ination  D iet and Cookbook. She lives and 
works in Portland, ME. Patsy loves those special times 
shared with her adult children, extended family, and 
friends. She also finds the creative aspects of treat
ing her patients, writing, and running a business very 
satisfying. She shared with us her memory of the first 
person she met at Cornell, the student manager who 
hired her for her first job: “Connie.” She filled out an 
application and had a short interview and asked when 
she would find out if she had the job. Connie laughed 
and said: “When can you start?” Five minutes later 
she was wearing a hairnet and cutting pies upstairs 
in the kitchen. Incoming freshmen apparently need 
a lot of pie. To this day, cutting a pie reminds her of 
her first day at Cornell.

Julie Doig McPeek is a partner at Provisor Market
ing, working with Kate Howard-Johnson Jones '86. 
Her husband, J e ff'82, is working for Western Digital in 
sales management. Daughter Brenna '13 is a grad 
student at Columbia U„ working toward her MFA in cre
ative writing; daughter Shannon (Purdue 16) is a neo
natal intensive care nurse at Georgetown Hospital in 
Washington, DC; and youngest daughter Kiley'18 is in 
the Dyson School and plays on Cornell’s varsity vol
leyball team. Julie lives in Chicago and misses the kids, 
who are all on the East Coast; she says it’s hard to 
adjust to the empty nest. The first person Julie saw when 
she arrived on campus was her future husband, Jeff— 
they knew each other from high school. If Julie had 
a day in Ithaca she says she would watch volleyball, 
followed by pizza and beer at the Nines!

Chuck Marble is currently the chair-elect for the 
Cornell Food Science Advisory Council. He was recent
ly hired as the president of Stavis Seafoods in Boston, 
MA, a family-owned international importer and first 
receiver of fresh and frozen seafood. Stavis Seafoods 
has been a Waterfront landmark since 1929. Chuck 
previously served as CEO of Elevation Brands, which 
includes Ian’s Natural Foods and Blue Horizon Wild. 
When asked what keeps Jonathan Rosenblum 
(Seattle, WA; jonathanr4212@gmail.com) busy, he said, 
“Organizing for social and economic justice in Seattle 
and beyond.” I like the sound ofthat! He just published 
Beyond $15 : Im m igrant Workers, Faith Activists, and the  

Revival o f  the Labor Movement through Beacon Press in 
March 2017. When asked who at Cornell had the great
est impact on him, he responded, “Everyone on the 
Cornell Daily Sun."

J. Ralph Russek Jr. sent some news from Penn
sylvania. He recently lost his dad, 77, to cancer, but says 
he left fulfilled with life. Our condolences on your loss, 
Ralph. His daughter, Erin, just got married and he’svery 
happy about that good news. He adds that he would 
like to get back i nto a rigorous workout routine and wants 
to hearfrom Carey “the Killer” Keller, who is busy run
ning some big corporation. When asked who at Cornell 
had the biggest impact on him, he responded, “Among 
others-Commander Quigley, NROTC,” who had him 
track every hour of his work week on paper to confirm 
“hours studying.” That was life-changing for Ralph.

Hopefully everyone keeps sending in news! We count 
on you! Please e-mail your news to: ❖  Barb Warner 
Deane, barbdeane@barbdeane.com; or Jon Felice, 
jbfelice@jbfelice.com. Online news form, http://www. 
alumni.comell.edu/partcipate/class-notes.cfm.
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Well, 2017 is flying by. Please e-mail us and 
let us know what you are up to so we have 

news for this column!
Saul Gitlin (saulgitlin@gmail.com) is still actively 

using his degree in Asian Studies/Chinese, leading a 
variety of businesses in the field of international and 
domestic multicultural marketing and communications. 
After more than 20 years leading specialist advertising 
agencies within the WPP and interpublic groups, Saul 
recently launched his own consulting practice, Gitlin 
Global Consulting, which works with a variety of clients 
including Chinese companies and brands expanding 
to North America, as well as Western brands that are 
developing businesses in China. Saul also launched 
an online tutoring and coaching service for business 
professionals and students seeking to perfect their 
Chinese/Mandarin language capabilities (www.next 
levelmandarin.com). He's also working on a book on 
the global Chinese tourist market. On the home front, 
Saul's son, Guy, is studying business at Queens College 
while daughter Cali is finishing her freshman year as a 
chemistry major at the U. ofTexas in Austin. Saul's wife, 
Aviva, is a psychoanalyst with a thriving private practice 
in Westchester County. He would love to connect with 
classmates and can be reached at the e-mail above 
or via Facebookor Linkedln.

Ted Jonas, JD '91, writes, “In January I was elected 
to the board of directors of the Caucasus Nature Fund 
(CNF). CNF is a 35 million-plus Euro conservation fund 
that spends the annual earnings of the invested funds 
to support the national parks of Georgia (where I live), 
Armenia, and Azerbaijan. The funding for the organiza
tion comes primarily from the German government's 
international aid agency, as well as the World Wildlife 
Fund, Conservation Int'l, and private and corporate 
donations. In general, I've been ramping down my time 
on my paying job. I'm now part time with DLA Piper, as 
of counsel after having been the managing partner of 
the Tbilisi office forten years, while rampingup my time 
on environmental, urban preservation, and, thanks to 
recent developments in American politics, political 
causes.” Here is a link to the announcement of Ted’s 
appointment to the CNF board: http://caucasus-nature 
fund.org/tedJonasJoins_cnLboard_oLdirectors/. 
Congratulations, Ted!

Marcia Stairman Wagner founded and is running 
the Wagner Law Group, one of the nation’s largest law 
firms focused on ERISA, employee benefits, and ex
ecutive compensation. The firm just opened a sixth 
office in Washington, DC. When she is not opening new 
offices, she is busy with herfourchildren and beginning 
the college application process. M ike and Wendy Zeh 
Whiting '85 recently celebrated Mike's birthday and 
visited their younger daughter, Jillian '19, at Cornell. 
Older daughter Amelia is in law school, focusing her 
studies on environmental law. Both Jillian and Amelia 
will be working in the D.C. area this summer. Peter and 
Wendy Schwier Mavroudakis are excited that their 
daughter, Jennifer, will be at the College of Arts and 
Sciences in September! A sincere thanks to those who 
sent along news. Please send more via e-mail to: ❖  
Janet lnsardijanetinsardi@gmail.com; Catherine 
“Kitty” Cantwell, catherinejcantwell@gmail.com. Class 
website, http://classof84.alumni.cornell.edu.

This column brings to life two recent Cornell 
events that took place this past March: one a 

commemorative event at Cornell, the other an innovative 
industry event in Silicon Valley.

On March 25, approximately 80 sisters from my 
sorority gathered in Ithaca to celebrate the centennial 
birthday ofthe Alpha Chapter of Sigma Delta Tau! This 
is the first of two celebrations, the other being the 
National Celebration in NYC this coming June. I traveled 
up to Ithaca with classmates Laura Weiner Siegal and 
Leora Halpern Lanz forthe event. The weatherwas as 
expected for March-cloudy, foggy, wet, and cold. We 
kicked off the event with a casual gathering at our house 
at 115 Ridgewood Road on Friday evening. Saturday 
morning we held an interesting panel discussion at 
Willard Straight about Sigma Delta Tau overthe last 100 
years. We had SDT alums from each decade come and 
share with us what campus life was like for students,

from back in 1917 all the way to today. The oldest 
speaker was both an alum and the granddaughter of 
one ofthe founders ofthe sorority. She read some of 
her grandmother's letters, which discussed what life 
was like back in the day. Saturday evening we held a 
banquet at the Statler Hotel to celebrate the event.

Philip Lew, the CEO and founderofXBOSoft, wrote 
in about Cornell Silicon Valley 2017, an event he at
tended in ea rly March. He listened to the keynote speech 
on reverse-engineering the brain for intelligent machines 
and noted that we have gone beyond the first stage of 
artificial intelligence. He writes, “In their presentations, 
Jeff Hawkins 7 9  and Subutai Ahmad '86 shared 
their brain research and how to apply it to intelligent 
machines. 'Where Will OurCarsTake Us?’ kept audience 
members on the edge of their seats. Autonomous drivi ng 
certainly is faroff, but it has made strides in such a short 
time.” Phil wrote a bout many of the other tal ks from the 
event, including one from Shaun Stewart '02 about 
building, managing, and leading effective teams, and 
one called “Genetics-lt’s Personal! ” which discussed 
how computational power, storage, and research are 
bringing the information directly to the patient and con- 
sumer. Phil states, “You can gain a genetic understand
ing of your heritage, as well as any particular genetic- 
based diseases that you may carry or be predisposed 
to.” The event was capped by an alumni keynote, “My 
Life in Business and Philanthropy,” by financier Sanford 
Weill '55 (among the most famous of Cornell alums at 
the conference), who told entertaining stories about his 
road to success.

From India, PramitChaudhuri shared that he’s the 
foreign editor of the H industan  Times newspaper in New 
Delhi, a fellowand head of strategic affairs at the Ananta 
Aspen Centre, and advisor to the Rhodium Group and 
BowerGroupAsia. Debra Heller Hand is thrilled that her 
daughter Gillian was accepted early decision to the 
College of Arts and Sciences as a memberof the Class 
of 2021 (joiningsister Lindsay, CALS Class of 2018).

On a personal note, I would like to share that I am 
now working for Pfizer, since Hospira and Pfizer merged.
I am located on Long Island and am the hospital and

surgical specialist for Pfizer's hospital division. I'm also 
excited to share that after returning home from a great 
vacation on the beautiful West Indies island of Antigua 
in February, I flew directly to Chicago to attend the 2017 
Synchronized Skating Championship. Although it was 
not easy, it was well worth leaving the turquoise waters 
of Antigua behind to see my daughter, Arielle, and her 
Michigan State U. synchronized skating team take the 
bronze medal at Nationals. Please continue to share 
your news. I look forward to hearing from more of you. 
❖  Roberta Zwiebel Farhi, rfarhiesq@aol.com; Joyce 
Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@comcast.net. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

As I write this I’m experiencing the blooming 
of April in Atlanta. My daffodils were in full force 

by early February and the tulips soon followed. Quite a 
contrast to my visit to Ithaca in mid-March when I at
tended the 92nd Hotel Ezra Cornell. We were delayed by 
a day because ofthe snowstorm, which caused the cam
pus to close for 28 hours-very different from the warm 
weather we experienced during our Reunion last June.

Since I have become a class correspondent, I have 
really enjoyed finding ’86ers in my area. My significant 
other has long enjoyed Cornell sports with classmate 
Steve Kirson (they even went to see Cornell play in 
the NCAA Tournament in 2010). Steve has been in 
Atlanta since 1992, after he graduated fromTulane Law 
Schooland married Amy, who had been livingand work
ing in Atlanta. Steve’s son, Harris, is a junior finance 
major at the U. of Georgia. He and Harris went to 
Chicago for Game 3 of the World Series at Wrigley Field. 
Othertravel forthe Kirsonsthisyearincluded Shanghai 
(an unusually long-distance business trip fora Georgia 
divorce lawyer) and Missouri for some K.C. barbecue 
and the Georgia-Missouri football game. Steve discov
ered the Mizzou campus has its own Cornell Hall! He 
organized a Cornell alumni volunteering afternoon at 
the Atlanta Community Food Bank last summer and 
would love to hearfrom classmates Shaun Huttar and 
Brad Feinknopf.

Fellow North Campus RA Karen Gray Kirby lives in 
Georgia as well, having moved to Alpharetta from 
Westchestera dozen years ago with her husband, Mark, 
and her children Alexandra, 18, and Justin, 16. Neither 
of her children have plans to attend Cornell-“Too hard, 
too cold!” Karen volunteers as an alumni admissions 
ambassador for CAAAN and interviews local applicants 
to Cornell. She has become an expert serial volunteer, 
but assumes that will change after both of her children 
are in college. Given that she earned an MBA from 
Wharton and specialized in consumer package goods 
marketing before becoming a stay-at-home mom, I don’t 
think she will have a difficult time finding a new career. 
Karen would love to hear from others who did Cornell 
in Washington during spring '85.

‘To this day, cutting a pie reminds 
Patsy Danehy Catsos of her first day 
at Cornell.’
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K. Lou ise Hanson has been living in one of my old 
stomping grounds: Nashville, TN. She is now medical 
directorof the Vanderbilt U. Student Health Center. She 
has been married for 22 years to Walter Smalley, who 
she met while in training at Vanderbilt. They have two 
children, Hannah, 17, and John, 15. She would like to 
hear from Mary Rinko Oefelein, one ofthe first people 
she met at Cornell. Louise fondly recalls Prof. Mariana 
Wolfner 74 , who allowed her to work in her lab and 
who was supportive of Louise throughout her fouryears 
on the Hill.

Mark Turner, ME '88, is living in Lakewood, NY, 
where he owns a staffing and employment services 
company. As this is published, Marc's daughterSebby 
'20 will have completed her freshman year on the Hill. 
He would like to hear from Paul Martecchini, MBA 
'81. Jon Meer also works in the employment field— 
although as an attorney. He was voted one of the Top 
75 Employment Lawyers in California byth e Daily Journal 

and was selected for the Best Lawyers in America by 
ALM Media Publications. Jon states that his ILR educa
tion really paid off.

Lisa Rugg Weinstock is living in Bridgewater, NJ, 
with her husband, Alan. Lisa is an active member of 
her community, having run for and won a seat on the 
Bridgewater-Raritan school district board of education. 
Her term will continue into 2018. After ten years in the 
corporate world, Capt. James Juneau also chose to 
serve the public. He is currently in his 19th year as a 
state conservation officer in New Hampshire. He’s enjoy
ing the rural life along with his wife of 29 years, Cindy, 
and children Sierra and Mitchell. He’s th inking he'll retire 
within the next five years, which will mean he’ll have 
time to hang with his fraternity brothers from Chi Phi, 
from whom he would like to hear. Jim states that the 
greatest lesson he learned at Cornell was, “The harder 
I work, the luckier I am in life! ” Another public servant, 
Steve Getman, was recently reappointed as town at
torney forthe Seneca County town of Ovid, NY. In addi
tion, Steve serves as Schuyler County Attorney, repre
senting that county’s legislature and public officers.

As spring turns into summer, I hope you have an 
enjoyable and eventful few months. I look forward to 
hearing all about it in future editions ofthe Class Notes.

Toby Goldsmith, toby.galdsmith@gmail.com; Mike 
and Lori Spydell Wagner, m ichaelwa gner@wow way. 
com; Nancy Keates, Nancy.Keates@wsj.com. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

Sigma DeitaTau sonority celebrated its centen
nial in March in Ithaca. The Alpha Chapter of 

SDT, founded at Cornell in 1917, hosted a weekend full 
of events for current and alumnae sisters. Nine sisters from 
the Class of 1987 attended the event: Shari Brasner, 
Allison Greenhut Godman, Amy Janower Weinstein, 
Donna Krochak,Sharon Pohoiyles,Susan Rosenberg 
Cooper, Gail Stnller Baer, Rhonda Taylor Regan, and

Michel le Turk Schneider. Gail says the weekend, which 
included a banquet at the Statler followed by “after 
hours” at the hotel’s Regent Bar, was “loaded with laugh
ter and memories!”

Reu nion co-chair Mary Bowman reported that she 
finished the Boston Marathon in less than three hours, 
45 minutes. David Gruen, MD '91, ran his first Boston 
Marathon this year, in support of Boston Children's Hos
pital. David is the director of women's imagingat Stam
ford Health. The School of Hotel Administration named 
Cheryl Boyer as the new president ofthe Cornell Hotel 
Society for 2017. Cheryl's 12-month term began January 
1. Macalester College granted tenure status to Mark 
Mandarano. Mark conducts the MacalesterOrchestra, 
a select ensemble of 50-60 students that plays sev
eral campus concerts each year.

From February 25 to April 2, classmate Chris Shea's 
work was featured atan exhibit focused on contemporary 
craft and design at the Mansion at Strathmore in Rock
ville, MD. It was the first public showingof Chris's recent 
collaborative project with ceramic artist Sarah Nikitop- 
olous. Regions Financial Corp. named Hope Mehlman

Hurowitz to the newly created role of chief governance 
officer. Gligor Tashkovich, MBA '91, former Minister 
of Foreign Investment for the Republic of Macedonia, 
was the speaker at a Cornell Inst, for Public Affairs col
loquium held April 13.Sendyournewsto:<* Liz Brown, 
etb29@cornell.edu; Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@ 
cornell.edu; Whitney Weinstein Goodman, wwg5@ 
cornell.edu.

We hope you’ll take a moment to pick up a 
pen, login to youre-mail account, or go to the 

link below and send us an update about your life. What 
gives you the most satisfaction these days? Anything new 
in your work or home life? What was your best day at 
Cornell? We want to know. ♦  Brad Mehl, bradmehl® 
gmail.com; Andrea Meadow Danziger, alm46@comell. 
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

Do you rememberwhatyou were doing at this 
time 32 years ago? It’s an exciting time of year 

as college students are thinking about their upcoming 
move and the start of classes. We received most of our 
news for this month’s column through the online news 
solicitation. Tha nk you to those who took time to send us 
updates! Itonlytakesa minute to log onto www.alumni. 
Cornell .edu/participate/class-notes.cfm. We want to hear 
about you, your family, and fellow classmates. Without 
news from you we won’t have a column, so please write!

Jennifer Brooks Trachtenberg sent this: “It was 
great to reconnect and see so many sisters at the Alpha 
Chapter-Sigma DeitaTau Centennial kick-off in NYC. We 
even got a fabulous photo of the SDT pledge class of 
89 in attendance: Jennifer BrooksTrachtenberg, Robyn 

Wesl er Landow, Dana Post Adler, Susan Taman Levy, 
Maddy Eckstein Schiering, Jennifer Kasmin, Risa

Plaskowitz Askenas, Rachel Blech Rimland, Karen 
Herman Breslow, and Stacy Siegel.”

A press release announced that Matthew Schultz 
was named partner at William Blair, a global invest
ment banking and asset management firm in Chicago. 
Catherine Hartley published a middle-grade novel, 
The Primal Key, the first book in her Plight o fth e  Plexus 

series. Check it out at: https://www.amazon.com/ 
Primal-Key-Plight-Plexus/dp/1945471093. David 
Houggy, ME '91, said he has been happily living in 
Aspen for the past five years, running nonprofits and 
doing business consulting. He's currently the president 
of Aspen Science Center.

Amy Hanauer runs Policy Matters Ohio, which 
pushes for a more vibrant, equitable, sustainable, and 
inclusive Ohio through research and advocacy and by 
working with coalitions. She wrote, “A great thing about 
being in charge is you get to choose all your co-workers, 
and I work with some of my favorite people on the 
planet.” Amy's son finished his first year at Cornell, her 
daughter is a sophomore in high school, and her hus
band teaches political science at Kent State. She said 
she's in Ithaca a lot—"transporting my son. I inevitably 
torture my family by forcing them to relive the walk from 
the old C ornell Daily Sun offices on the Commons back 
up to campus. I learned more about writing, editing, 
working with people, and just getting things done at the 
Sun than in any class before or since.”

Karen Dahlby Tallentire is running an online busi
ness (greatwarstories.com), promotinga WWI aviation 
museum, and learning about Cornell's contribution to 
WWI aviation. Recently she went through Cornell's book 
of records from the “Great War" and listed what hap
pened to all those who died in aviation (the list of those 
who lived was far too long). Here's some facts you may 
not have known. Contrary to popularopinion shaped by 
movies, out of the whole list, it seemed a bout half died 
in aircraft accidents, half died of influenza and its com
plications, and only a couple died in combat. One hun
dred years ago this past May, a ground school for pilots 
opened at Cornell and the first class started learning 
about aviation, only 14 years after Kitty Hawk! The man 
in charge was Frank Barton (as in Barton Hall, newly 
built at the ti me but cal led “the Armory”). Karen enjoys 
going to air shows and museums and spending time 
with her family.

Emily Farnham Mastrianni is president of Mann 
Wireless and has been in this role for four years. She 
proudly reports that her middle daughter, Grace '20, 
is at Cornell. She is a fourth-generation Comellian and 
a third-generation rower. Emily is in Ithaca quite a bit 
visiting Grace and her mother (who has retired to 
Kendal) and going to home crew races. One of the 
first people Emily remembers meeting is Jinny Van 
Deusen, and she’s happy to report that they are still 
in “constant contact.”

Deb Silverman Shames has had her own business 
as an independent educational consultant (College 
Coach Deb and Assocs.) forthe past 15 years. She said 
she put her skills to the test guiding her first two kids 
through the college process. Deb’s middle child, Mat
thew, will be joining the Cornell Class of 2021. He will 
be fourth-generation, as he is the grandson of Robert 
'60 and Toby Jossem Silverman *60, and the great- 
grandson of Nathan Silverman '30. Deb’s older son 
is at Syracuse U. and her daughters in high school. Deb 
also said she enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, including Irina Krislav Kamis '91, MS ’95, Jen 
GiseZeligson, and Joyce Kottick Greenberg '87. She

‘ Karen Gray Kirby has become an 
expert serial volunteer.’
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remembers that Sandi Von Holden Bitton, who now 
lives in Israel with husband Tsion and son Daniel, 21, 
was the first person she met at Cornell. When Deb trav
eled to Israel in 2015 on a family trip, they spent time 
with Sandi and her family.

Northern Trust announced that Paul Lee, regional 
wealth advisor, was elected a fellow of the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). ACTEC is 
a professional organization of lawyers who have dem
onstrated the highest level of integrity, commitment to 
the profession, competence, and experience as trust 
and estate counselors. Fellows are selected based on 
experience, professional reputation, and ability, plus 
substantial contributions to these fields through lectur
ing, writing, teaching, and bar activities. Paul is based 
in New York and is responsible for providing strategic 
tax, estate planning, and investment advice to high- 
net-worth clients and their advisors.

Enjoy the rest of your summer! And don't forget to 
send us your news through e-mail or online at: http:// 
www.alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm. 
❖  Stephan ie Bloom Avidon, savidonl@hotmail.com; 
Kris Borovicka Gerig, kgerig@columbus.rr.com; Lauren 
Kidder McGarry, laurenkiddermcgarry@gmail.com; and 
Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu.

Seattle may be famous for its long rainy sea
son, but there's not so much rain here at the 

height of summer. In fact, the summer months are typi
cally so sunny and so warm, it's not uncommon to find 
that the convertibles have their tops completely off-and 
the Jeeps have their doors off as well. Wei I, okay, my jeep 
at least. But, it's not the only one. As I enjoy soaking up 
the sun while commuting to my day job as a database 
developer, I consider how it is that a History major came 
to have a decades-long career building software for 
financial departments of large corporations. It’s not 
exactly what I studied on the Hill.

And I'm not the only one to find a career in a field 
completely unrelated to their studies. Take Bill Kate, 
BArch '90, for example. Earlier this year, he became a 
principal at SmithGroupJJR, one of the nation’s largest 
architecture, engineering, and planning firms. In fact, in 
their press release about his promotion, the company 
touted how, "in his 26 years of practice, he has estab
lished himself as a leader in architectural, interior, and 
industrial design for higher education, science and tech
nology, and corporate environments. He is currently 
serving as lead designer on UC Berkeley’s new joint 
chemistry and engineering building.” I mean, really. How 
could he have imagined, during his undergrad days in 
the Architecture college, that one day he’d make his 
living designing joint chemistry and engineering build
ings? What could be farther from a rchitecture than joint 
chemistry and engineering? Yes, I knowthatwasa reach. 
However, I didn’t study segues at Cornell, either.

Alysia Sinrod Reid dropped us a line to mention 
that she is semi-retired from veterinary practice and has 
fallen into filmmaking instead. "I have spent the last 
three years working on a fil m called Days o f  Power, which 
is a thrillerwith an underlying social message, now out 
in select theaters across the country.” Asked what gives 
her the most satisfaction in her life these days, Alysia 
wrote about her family and friends, including her daugh
ter, who will start college this fall, and her son, who will 
sta rthigh school. “Where does the time ga?” she asked. 
Also giving hersatisfaction these days: “Evolving. Work
ing toward a better world. Bringing light to social issues 
via entertainment.” Kudosand best of lucktoyou, Alysia,

as you continue down that path. I know I'll be keeping 
an eye out for Days o f Power. Classmates who are into 
history may also want to keep an eye out for Heritage 

and the  Great D epress ion: How H istoric  P reservation  

Created the Old South, written by Paul Kapp, BArch '90, 
which will be published by the University Press of Missis
sippi. Paul received the James Marston Fitch Mid-Career 
Grant in support of this project. Congratulations, Paul!

One thing Cornell doesn't really prepare you for is 
raising a Cornellian of your own. And yet, that's what 
Regina Duffey Moravek has done. “I've officially cre
ated a Cornell legacy! I was the first in my family to 
attend Cornell (ILR), and this past December, my oldest 
daughter was accepted to Human Ecology, early deci
sion ! ” Lesl ie Alvarado might have a little longer to wait 
before she knows if her daughter will be attending Cor
nell. That's because her daughter is 4 years old. Leslie 
wrote to tell us that she is working as a pediatrician in 
a private practice in the NYC area. She also offers a 
shout-out to Claudia Diaz, whom she says was the first 
person she met at Cornell.

While I've been trying to keep this column light
hearted, I find I must end on a more somber note. Mike 
Schmitt has written to tell us that Anthony Carpet 
passed away recently after a long struggle with cancer. 
Anthony spent his entire careerafter graduation at Gold
man Sachs, where he eventually became a partner. He 
was also, Mike notes, heavily involved with Cornell. 
“Many of us have fond memories of ourtime spent with 
Anthony,” Mike wrote. “We all miss him greatly, and we 
continue to keep his family in ourthoughts and prayers.” 
Anthony is survived by his wife, Sandy, their three chil
dren, and his parents.

Do you have a ny news about a classmate or you rself 
that you’d like to share? Please feel free to drop us a line 
with your news forthe class column. ❖  Al Ian Roussel Ie, 
agr2@cornell.edu; and Rose Tanasugarn, nt28@ 
cornell.edu. Class Facebook page, http://facebook. 
com/Cornell90/.

Greetings from Kennebunk, ME, the town that 
feels it’s important to say there’s “no other 

town so named.” Spring has sprung, but it’s still a bit chilly 
around the edges. It’ll be steamy by the time this column 
is posted.

We can jump right into the professional news. David 
Nocilly has been appointed deputy co-chair of Bond, 
Schoeneck& KingPLLC’s intellectual property and tech
nology practice, coordinating the practice’s patent prose
cution services. David is an intellectual property law attor
ney and a registered patent attorney who has prepared 
and prosecuted numerous US and foreign patent appli
cations in the biotech, medical device, and electrome
chanical fields. Robin Turner Feiner has joined Winston 
& Strawn LLP as a partner in the corporate department 
of their New York office. Robin’s practice focuses on 
securities and capital markets transactions. She repre
sents issuers, underwriters, and financial sponsors in 
connection with equity transactions, particularly initial 
public offerings (IPOs), follow-on offerings, and block 
trades. Amy Hillsberg Herzog recently started a new 
position as director of Visit Carmel, the destination 
marketing organization for Carmel-by-the-Sea.

Hallie Goldman Hohner (Chicago, IL) has taken a 
step backfrom beinga lawyerto raise her two children, 
a 14-year-old son and 12-year-old daughter. She’s been 
ta king acting and voice lessons, and hopes to be seen 
on stage soon. Her son, Nate, started high school at the 
U. of Chicago Laboratory Schools, and her daughter,

Caroline, celebrated her bat mitzvah in August 2016. 
Cornellians present included Gail Hohner '86, MS ’88, 
and Drew Ries '92. In addition to looking after herfam- 
ily, Hallie does Crossfit every day, taking strength from 
the intensity. Janet Sullivan Meaney retired in 2006 
as senior staff social worker and clinical supervisor for 
MSWs. Since retirement she’s volunteered, focusingon 
the health and safety of children, particularly as a water 
activist. She enjoys close relationships with her children 
and grands. She was inspired at Cornell by Connie 
Shapiro, who prepared her to be a master of social work.

Nicole Luecke and Chris Selley live in Annapolis. 
MD. Nicole works as an ob/gyn hospitalist at Anne 
Arundel Medical Center, and Chris runs a small engineer
ing company called Precision MicroFab. They recently 
purchased a home from a fellow Cornellian, Shirley 
Kerr Kennard '49, BArch ’50, who pioneered women in 
architecture in Maryland. Their daughter, Kate Selley 
'20, is part of the sailing team at Cornell, and they were 
happy to host the whole team at their home this past 
spring. Karen Baase, MPS ’00, has built a 5,000-sq.-ft. 
vegetable garden, donating most of the harvest to the 
Brockport Ecumenical Food Shelf. During the day she is 
a financial consultant with NY FarmNet, headquartered 
in 415 Warren Hall. Karen mentioned George Conne- 
man ’52, MS '56, as a great storyteller and inspiration. 
Susan Rosenblatt’s household is hyper-sensitive to 
the current political climate, as is mine. She’d love to 
be working on projects that either address that or reverse 
the aging process. She’s a Iso honing her vegeta nanism.

All in all, it’s been a great set of notes. We are a great 
class; keep the news coming! ❖  Wendy Milks Cobum, 
wmilkscobum@me.com; Lori Woodring, lori.wood 
ring@yahoo.com; Joe Marracdno, Joe.Marraccino® 
wfafinet.com; J. Tim Van ini, lavanooche@icloud.com. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes .cfrii.

By time you read this, we will all have been 
graduated from Cornell for 25 years. Whoa. Sit 

dcwn and let that sink in a bit. Do the math.The majority 
of our lives has now been spent a fte r Cornell. Ma ny of us 
are in that stage of life when we have "richly scheduled” 
calendars and more opportunities for enrichment than 
we've had since ourdays on the Hill. If you're anything like 
me, you’re busy like crazy and you refuse to give up any 
bit of it because yeu’re having a good time. This column 
is dedicated to the things that keep us happily busy!

Christine Lankevich Bui is living in Durham, NC, 
and has big news! She and her husband adopted a 
newborn baby boy in November 2016. They are thrilled 
to have added Adam to their family, and 4-year-old big 
sister Amanda couldn’t be more proud! At the other end 
of the parenting spectrum, Piers’91, MD ’95, and 
Kirsten Johnston Barker will be returning to Ithaca 
this August, but this time as Cornell parents. Their son 
Weston will be a freshman in the Class of 2021. Kirsten 
says, “Doesn’t seem like it was THAT long ago that we 
were on the Hill. It will be exciting to re-experience 
Cornell through his eyes!”

Is there life after Cornell? Of course! M ike Kelly 
left the Big Red and went on to earn an MBA from 
Stanford U.’s Graduate School of Business. Now Mike 
is a nationally renowned expert on asset manage
ment within financial markets. He’s the executive VP 
and CIO with FS Investments, one of the fastest grow
ing financial firms in the US. He’s also been featured 
in Forties M agazine for an exclusive Q&A to discuss 
the developments within business development
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corporations and in alternative investment agencies 
around the globe.

Katherine Buehl McMahon keeps very busy these 
days. She runs a small nonprofit that helps meet the 
needs of a small village in the mountains of Haiti. The 
group is completely run by volunteers! Katherine orga
nizes a medical mission trip every November and raises 
money to fund teacher salaries and school lunches. You 
can learn more by searching “Haiti in Our Hands” on 
Facebook. Thanks to big sister Susan Buehl Wulff '89 
for this awesome news!

Congratulations are in order for Amy Sachs Yam, 
DVM ’98. She has now worked for 19 years at Falls 
Church Animal Hospital as a companion animal veteri
narian. Husband Kevin '91 has been workingforCapital 
One forthe past five years. This is one busy family. Son 
Benjamin, 13, is addicted to ultimate frisbee and all 
things math-oriented. Son Mitchell, 11, plays goalie in 
ice hockey, is in Scouts, plays soccer, does Lego League, 
and the list goes on! Kevin plays soccer a couple of 
nights a week and coaches the boys’ sports teams in 
his “spare” time. To chill out, Amy loves going for long 
walks and hikes for a little peace of mind. Good thing 
because she also coaches the elementary school’s 
Science Olympiad team. She says, “It resembles herd
ing cats at times I Never a dull moment in the Yam house
hold.” CAM asked, “Who was the first person you met 
at Cornell?” Amy said it was Renee Hunter Toth. They 
met in the convenience store that overlooked Beebe 
Lake. Amy and Renee then joined the Cornell band to
gether, joined Alpha Phi together, and are good friends 
to this day. As a matter of fact, they introduced their 
children to each other this past summer when Renee 
and her husband, David, visited the D.C. area.

In the last quarter-century since graduation I’ve built 
a business, TorranceLearning, to support the learning 
and development of organizations and their employees 
and members. In the last year, our work with the Ann 
Arbor Hands-On Museum and Vitamin Angels has re
ceived top honors in the learning and development in
dustry. If I’m on schedule, by the time you read this I’ll 
be working on the third iteration of my book on Agile 
project management methods for instructional design 
projects. John Torrance '90 and I are raisingan amaz
ingly curious and talented daughter, Emily, who insists 
on an annual trip to Ithaca for Insectapalooza and par
ticipates in band, Science Olympiad, and a variety of 
citizen science initiatives around our hometown in 
southeast Michigan. She keeps us busy! As I refocus 
my efforts on parenting and my business, I’m going to 
transition from columnist to reader. After a decade (or 
more?), this will be my last Class Notes column.

Stay tuned fora Reunion 17 update in the next CAM 
issue. Keep on sending in your news by e-mail to Jean 
or Lois, or use the online form, http://www.alumni. 
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm. Thanks! ♦  
Megan Fee Torrance, mtorrance@torrancelearning. 
com; Jean Kintisch, jmk226@cornell.edu; Lois Duffy 
Castellano, LKD2@cornell.edu.

Are you ready for Reunion? June 2018 will be 
here before you know it! To jump-start the 

planning, some of your fearless class officers met in 
Kentucty forthe Reunion Class of 1993 Strategic Plan
ning Session. While there, Amy Miller Moore, Theresa 
Flores, Jessica Graus Woo, Elise Rosenberg, and Todd 
Rethemeier, ME ’94, MBA ’95, took the opportunity to 
get a behind-the-scene tour of WinStar farm, the racing 
track, and the gorgeous stallions, mares, and foals, all

courtesy of Michael McMahon, founder and co-owner 
of McMahon & Hill Bloodstock LLC. The visit to Kentucky 
also included the obligatory tour of Castle and Key Dis
tillery, home of Pinhook Bourbon, Michael’s handcrafted 
and aged bourbon.

A hearty congratulations to Francis Reiner, senior 
urban designer, professional planner, and licensed 
landscape architect, for being named partner at DMR 
Architects, the fourth largest firm in New Jersey. Since 
2008 Francis has led DMR into the dynamic area of 
municipal planning designinginnovative redevelopment 
plans for Hoboken, Hackensack, Bayonne, East Orange, 
and elsewhere. DMR Architects is headquartered in 
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ. In the news, Michael Kim was 
recently interviewed by the BBC and NPR for his views 
on corporate culture in Korea’s big conglomerates, like 
Samsung, where he previously had a senior manage
ment position.

Charlotte Kuo-Benitez sends a career update. She’s 
currently working as a consultant for the World Health 
Organization (WHO) offices of the Western Pacific re
gion. Her husband, Kiko, is president of the Philippine 
Women's U. She’s extremely proud that her daughter, 
Chiara Benitez '19, has just completed hersophomore 
yearat Cornell. Adam Goldstein joined Kennedy Health 
Alliance in January 2016, where he practices general 
and bariatric surgery.

Ask Mark Thomas, DVM ’97, for a standout mem
ory as a veterinary student, and he may tell you about 
the time he was sent out to a dairy farm by his teacher 
Dr. Rob Gilbert. “Daryl Nydam, DVM '97, PhD '02,
and I went out to a farm where Gilbert set us up to do 
embryo transfer on cows,” says Mark. “He checked in 
on us once, then left and said, ‘Good luck, guys!” ' 
Gilbert was right in trusting the budding veterinarian to 
rise to the occasion-Mark became an established 
bovine veterinarian, founded a dairy health consulting 
group, became a diplomate of the American Board of 
Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP) certified in dairy prac
tice, and was recently elected as president of the Amer
ican Assn, of Bovine Practitioners (AABP). Mark's elec
tion to AABP president marks the culmination of many 
years of involvement in the organization; he served as 
an active member of the AABP membership committee, 
co-chaired the student program at the AABP national 
convention, and was the AABP District I directorfor eight 
years. Congratulations!

See you at Homecoming! ♦  Theresa Flores, taf6@ 
cornell.edu; Melissa Hart Moss, melimoss@yahoo. 
com; and Mia Blackler, miablackler@yahoo.com. On
line news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

We hope you'll take a moment to pick up a 
pen, log in to your e-mail account, or go to the 

link below and send us an update about your life. What 
gives you the most satisfaction these days? Anything new 
in your work or home life? What was your best day at 
Cornell? We want to know. ♦  Jenn ifer Rabin Marchant, 
jarl229@yahoo.com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, 
dmp5@cornell.edu; Dika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.com. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

The dog days of summer 2017 are here, and 
that means we're only three years from our 

25th Reunion! Since I couldn't attend our 20th, I can't 
wait to show my son, Seth, 5, our beautiful campus. Class 
of 2032, here we come!

Gregory Proefrock, BArch '97, writes, “I joined Albert 
Architecture in Buffalo, NY, as a collaborator in green 
business consulting, urban design, real estate, and ar
chitecture. We work in North America, Asia, and Africa.” 
Greg notes that the most valuable thing he learned at 
Cornell was “to innovate by questioning everything.” He 
also let me know that he “fell in love again,” without 
providing any other details. So happy to hear it, Greg!

Last summer, Kimberly Smith Major made a big 
move to Bucks County, PA, after 20 years in New Hamp
shire. “I tooka job as associate director of admissions 
and dorm parent at George School, a Quaker boarding 
school. The pace of life has changed drastically, but the 
rewards are immeasurable. While we miss New Hamp
shire, we love access to so many major cities, and the 
community here cannot be beat.” Kimberly’s sons are 
now 9 and 12 and enjoying living on a boarding school 
campus. They’re participating in soccer, basketball, and 
lacrosse, along with skiing and surfing recreationally.

Dominick Collicco indicates that after a ten-year 
stint working for Pacifica Hotels, he has now moved to 
the five-star Bacara Resort and Spa. He is still regularly 
backpackingthe Santa Barbara mountains and contin
ues to play music in front of anyone who will listen! He 
remembers that the first person he met on campus was 
Prof. Chris Muller '85, PhD '92. Dominick tries to visit 
Cornell every couple of years, taking walks around the 
lake and exploring the gorges when he can.

That’s all I’ve get this time. We need your news I Find 
us and follow us at our public Facebook, https://www. 
facebook.com/comelll995/, and the closed group 
page, https://www.facebook.com/groups/6386671 
699/ Havea greatsummer! ♦  Steven Strell,strells@ 
mac.com; Scott Lajoie, scottlajoie@hotmail.com. 
Online news form, http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

Isabel Rivera Marcheselli has started playing 
piano and organ, and is cantoring for church

es in Western Massachusetts. She has also inherited a 
pet bird, Olive. If she had a day in Ithaca, she says she 
would like to spend it wondering around the Plantations, 
now called the Cornell Botanic Gardens. Ilan Barzilay 
recently moved to Pierce Atwood LLP as a partner in the 
firm's intellectual property, patent, and litigation groups. 
He specializes in obtaining and enforcing patent rights.

Karen Wallace, a data analyst at Centene Corp., 
will be presentinga paperand e-poster entitled “A Novel 
Approach to Calculating Medicare Hospital Readmis
sions forthe SAS Novice” at the SAS Global Forum, held 
April 2-5 in Orlando, FL. SAS (Statistical Analysis Sys
tem) is a software suite developed by SAS Inst, for 
advanced analytics, multivariate analyses, business 
intelligence, data management, and predictive analyt
ics. Karen is also a recipient of the 2017 Junior Pro
fessional Award, designed exclusively for full-time SAS 
professionals who have used SAS on the job for three 
years or less, have never attended SAS Global Forum, 
and whose circumstances would otherwise keep them 
from attending.

We hope you'll take a moment to pick up a pen, log 
in to your e-mail account, or go to the link below and 
send us an update about your life. What gives you the 
most satisfaction these days? Anything new in yourwork 
or home life? What was your best day at Cornell? We 
want to know. ❖  Class of 1996, c/o C ornell A lum n i 

Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 
14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu. Online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.
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Suzann Gallagher wrote that she would be 
on herway to Bahrain in May 2017, to work as 

the first female special agjnt in charge for the NCIS 
Middle East field office. “I’m looking forward to traveling 
through the Middle East and Africa for my job,” she writes. 
“I wish I could attend my 20th Reunion, but I’ll have to 
miss it because of the move!”

“After almost 11 years in Southern California, I’m 
moving back East,” writes Sarah Mush er Brenner. “My 
husband sta rted a new (non-politica I) job in Washington, 
DC, so we’re moving with our three kids this summer. 
Looking forward to reconnecting!” Lisa Fenn’s recent 
book, Carry On: A Story o f  Resilience, Redemption, and an 

Unlikely Family, was lauded on May 16,2017 atthe 68th 
annual Christopher Awards in New York. The book is 
about Lisa’s real-life relationship with two disabled 
Cleveland high school wrestlers-one blind, the other 
left without legs after a train accident-that began as a 
simple work assignment and turned into much more.

We hope you’ll take a moment to pick up a pen, log 
in to your e-mail account, or ga to the link below and 
send us an update about your life. What gives you the 
most satisfaction these days? Anything new in your work 
or home life? What was your best day at Cornell? We 
want to know. ❖  Sarah Deardorff Carter, sjd5@comell. 
edu; Erica Broennle Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu. On
line news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

Best wishes to Soo Youn Yi-Thompson and 
her family on settling in Pittsburgh together. 

Soo Youn and her son moved from Florida to join John, 
who was finishing up his last assignment in the US Army. 
Due to John's assignments and deployments, this is the 
first time in 15 years they have shared a home. Soo Youn 
works for Aetna in cyber security.

David Williams's full-length play The Censor m s  

chosen as the winning play for the Assn, of Theatre in 
Higher Education (ATHE) Award of Excellence in Play
writing! The play will be workshopped and presented 
as a staged readingatthe ATHE Annual Conference this 
August in Las Vegas. David writes, “ The C e n s o rm s  writ
ten during my graduate studies at U. of Nebraska, where 
I received my MFA in 2015, and was produced byThrough- 
line Theatre Co. in Pittsburgh this past September.” 

Susan Master is proud to announce that she spon
sored the second annual Marvin MasterMemorial Blood 
Drive in memory of her father. Susan writes, “In total, 
74 pints of blood were collected forMaimonides Medical 
Center, one for each year of his life." Susan also shared 
that she is being honored as a “Pillar of the Congregation 
and Community” at her synagogue's annual dinnerdance.

Have an update to share? Trying to track down a 
long-lost alumni friend ahead of our (gulp!) 20th Re
union? You can access the online news form at http:// 
www.alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm. 
Or feel free to e-mail your class correspondents: ♦  
Toni Stabile Weiss, tls9@cornell.edu; or Uthica Jinvit 
Utano, udjl@cornell.edu.

Jens Kullmann writes, “My wife and I re
cently welcomed a new addition to our family 

with the birth of Henry, born September 25, 2016 in 
Sydney, Australia. Big sister Ellie, 3, is quite the fan and 
tries to make him laugh. Pictures atwww.jtkullmann.com.” 

Mary Glance has been named executive directorof 
human resources at Middlesex Community College, one 
of the largest community colleges in Massachusetts. 
“During her 15 years of HR experience, she has worked

at large industrial and energy companies, and rose 
quickly through the field into management and leader
ship positions. We are confident she will apply those 
skills and experiences toward helping the college com
munity continue our commitment to student success,” 
said college president James Mabry. Most recently, Mary 
was a huma n resou roes leader for Fi rstEnergy, a n Akron, 
OH, utility company with 15,000 employees and $15 
billion in annual revenues.

John “JT’ Haran writes, “We are pleased to annou nee 
the arrival of the newest member of ourfamily, Matilda 
Grace, on November 12.” Matilda and her 2-year-old 
twin siblings Thomas and Eileen are keepingJT and Liese 
Meier busy. “We are still living in Coming, NY,wherel’m 
an IP attorney for Coming Inc., and Liese is a nurse at 
the Corning Guthrie Hospital.” Andrew Schleimerwas 
recently appointed to CFO of UFC, a global sports brand 
and the largest pay-per-view event provider in the world.

We hope you’ll take a moment to pick up a pen, log 
in to your e-mail account, or go to the link below and 
send us an update about your life. What gives you the 
most satisfaction these days? Anything new in yourwork 
or home life? What was your best day at Cornell? We 
want to know. ❖  Heather Hollidge Madland, hmad 
land@gmail.com; Melanie Acostavalle West, melanie 
graycewest@gmail.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

We were short on news this month. Please 
send me your updates, big and small. I low 

hearing from you! ❖  Christine Jensen Weld, ckjl@ 
cornell.edu.

I'm cranking out this update with no time to 
spare, fueled by a mouthful of chocolate eggs 

and pure adrenaline. Overflowing inboxes, bags to pack, 
high school and grad school reunions,Toastmasters meet
ings, band rehearsals, two kids, a senior beagle.. .Where's 
Jessie Spano with those caffeine pills? Based on your 
hastily scrawled notes, apologetic e-mails, and late-night 
Facebook replies, you all feel my pain. #LetsDoThis

Our buddy Tony Navarra became a proud father 
in March, welcoming baby boy Enderto the world. The 
happy family lives in Chicago, where Tony works at the 
U. of Chicago Medical Center as a directorof managed 
care; his wife, Judy, is an attorney at Axiom Law. “We 
are looking forward to the next 20 years of little sleep, 
less free time, and much less money," he writes. 
#ThatsTheSpirit

Down in Denver, CO, Hanna Shea shares that she 
and her boyfriend have adopted Cedar, “the cutest 
puppy ever!” Hanna has a new job as manager of com
munications and network development at the World Law 
Group; on weekends, they're busy “skiing, hiking, camp
ing, and hut tripping.” She recently caught up with former 
roommate Elizabeth Doerrbecker, now a school psy
chologist in New Jersey, at a mutual friend's wedding. 
(I would love to get back in touch with Liz, but she's not 
on Facebook. On a related note, our class is just about 
the last one where that's not a sign of being shady, to 
my husband Salil Gupte's relief. But as your friendly 
communications professional, I would note that this 
also makes it extra challenging for alumni associations 
to keep in touch and plan events! #TheStrugglelsReal)

A labor relations specialist based in Rochester, NY, 
Carrie Andrews is busy “anticipating anti-union Su
preme Court cases and changes to the Affordable Care 
Act” ̂ Understatement). “Toescapethe political atmos
phere,” she writes, “I spent six days backpacking the Grand

Canyon during the inauguration. It was amazingly beau
tiful in the cold and snow and a wonderful opportunity 
to disconnect from the real world fora few days.” She’d 
like to do moreworidtraveling, but in the meantime she’s 
reflecting on her memories of Cornell professors Clete 
Daniel (#RIP), Lee Adler, Vernon Briggs, and Peg Lebowitz. 
She adds, “I think about Prof. Briggs’s immigration class 
all the time and wonder what he would say now!”

Pete Whitbread checks in from North Carolina, 
where he owns and operates RTPcommerce.com, 
“which brings products to life online. Portfolio owned 
includes www.theflavoredolive.com, www.naturequick. 
com, and www.hookandbones.com.” #lntriguing. He 
and his wife, Tara, have a son, Caden. He wishes he 
could be doing more golfing, traveling, and drinking 
wine. Don’t be #jellus, Pete, but I almost managed to 
squeeze in your dream trifecta over Spring Break, sip
ping a glass of Sauvignon Blanc on Lauren Wallach 
Hammer's backyard deck, around the comer fromTrump 
National Golf Club-Westchester(#MomsGoneWild). I'd 
love to get her writing this column with me again, but 
she’s busy juggling her two kids, a home renovation, 
and a full-time job at the Time Warner Center-plus field- 
in gTrump holiday cards addressed to the former home- 
owners ! Comellians: we know how to multitask. #Bigly

Speaking of multitasking, our classmate Amy 
Galebach Crone is the founding executive director of 
the Maryland Farmers Market Assn., which works to 
provide healthy food grown by local fanners for all 
Marylanders, regardless of income. “Maryland Market 
Money is our cornerstone program, and we recently 
succeeded in championing Maryland legislation to sup
port the program! ” Both she a nd her husband, Thomas, 
were professionally honored recently: Amy was chosen 
as one of Class X for the LEAD Maryland program, a 
two-year fellowship that explores leadership and 
Maryland agriculture and culminates in an international 
trip; ENR MidAtlanticnamedTomoneofits Top 20 Under 
40 for his work as an environmental engineer with 
Arcadis US Inc., managing risky remediation projects- 
not including their kids, Caeden andZoe! #JustKidding

Up in Medford, MA, David Tisi, MS ’04, and his wife 
Sandra Sattler, PhD '04, celebrated the birth of their 
second daughter. “We hope to share our love of travel 
with them just as soon as they can schlep their own 
bags,” he writes. How about a family trip to Hong Kong, 
where they could surprise Alexander Lui? Alex writes 
in that he’s busy making private equity investments as 
a managing director at Olympus Capital Asia Environ
mental Partners and parenting his three kids (two girls, 
one boy). #LikeABoss

Interested in pitching in on alumni outreach, event 
programming, fundraising, publicity, and social media 
for our class? Take a look at our website (www.classof 
01.alumni.cornell.edu), like our Facebook page (www. 
facebook.com/Cornell2001), and follow us on Twitter 
(@Cornell2001). And if you’d like to join me asa class 
correspondent or share some news, just find me online 
ore-mail me. #Cornell2001 ❖  Nicole Neroulias Gupte, 
NicoleMN6@gmail.com.

Kyle Stevenson writes, “I've been working in 
a small animal private practice for ten years, 

the Animal Doctors in Watertown, NY. I lost my very best 
friend, Potter, to an aggressive heart-based cancer in 
June 2015. Since then, I created a small organization, 
Paws4Potter, to help with the healing process and to help 
promote awareness for canine cancer in our community 
(paws4potter.com).”
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Adam Tope recently joined the law firm Hogan Lovells 
LLP as a partner in the New York office. Adam represents 
the sponsors of private equity, real estate, venture cap
ital, and hedge funds across the full spectrum of fund 
formation matters including co-investment vehicles, 
managed accounts, and funds of one.

We hope you'll take a moment to pick up a pen, log 
in to your e-mail account, or go to the link below and 
send us an update about your life. What gives you the 
most satisfaction these days? Anything new in yourwork 
or home life? What was your best day at Cornell? We 
want to know. ♦  Carolyn Deckinger Lang, cmd35@ 
cornell.edu; Jeffrey Barker, jrb41@cornell.edu. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

Christopher Hsu writes that he is “working 
for Prudential Financial in Newark, NY, in an 

alternative investments group.” He adds, “I have two kids 
now, 6 and 3.Time flies! I think my work and family give 
me the greatest satisfaction. I feel so stable, loved, and 
relieved.” If he had a day in Ithaca, Christopher says, “I 
would walk around the Hill and go into the library and 
enjoy that familiarwoody smell.Then I'd go eat something 
in the cafeteria and hit up Collegotown!”

Meghan Nutting checked in to tell us she's “running 
for the Colorado State House of Representatives in 
District 5, which encompasses much of downtown 
Denver." The North DenverTribune noted that Meghan is 
“a progressive leaderand renewable energy advocate.” 
A longtime resident of the Denver community, Meghan 
was quoted as follows: “As a representative to the 
Colorado State House, I want to ensure that Denver 
remains a vibrant city where businesses can thrive, 
families can prosper, and young professionals can find 
good jobs. At the same time, I believe that we need to 
retain affordable housing options, a diverse commu
nity, and a safe environment for individuals to succeed.” 
Best wishes to Meghan!

I look forward to hearing about the things our class
mates are doing via news and notes submissions. Until 
then, all the best. ❖J o n  Schoenberg, jrs55@cornell. 
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

Hello all.The Class of 2004 is excited to share 
recent news from our alumni.

Christina Bartmus Corridon, associate principal at 
global sales and marketing firm ZS, was named one of 
the 2017 Rising Stars of the Profession by Consulting 

magazine. The award honors the top 35 consultants un
der the age of 35. Christina, a leader in ZS's oncology 
practice, was recognized in the healthcare category. 
She helped launch the firm's biosimilars vertical, leads 
the firm's competitive scenario planning initiative, and 
plays a key role in the women's leadership initiative 
in ZS's Boston office. Christina earned her MBA from 
the NYU Stern School of Business and her master's in 
public health from the UCLA Fielding School of Public 
Health. She's also a member of the Healthcare Busi
nesswomen's Assn.

Todd Defilippi, a graduate from the College of 
Engineering, was recently a contestant on “Jeopardy!” 
The episode aired March 7, and Todd clinched the win 
at the end of Double Jeopardy. He said, “It was both 
exhilarating and relieving, and I was definitely in a daze 
for a few seconds as it sunk in.” During the once-in-a- 
lifetime “Jeopardy!” experience, Todd shared a few 
personal notes with AlexTrebekand all, includingdetails

of a trip he and his wife took to Rome, where they saw 
Pope Francis give his Sunday address in St. Peter’s 
Square. He also shared details of his regular platelet 
donations at the local blood center. Todd encouraged 
others to look into platelet donation.

The law firm Windels Marx LLP recently announced 
the promotion of Patrick Deyhle to partner in its New 
Brunswick, NJ, office. Patrick primarily represents 
lenders in commercial real estate financing transac
tions, includingacquisition, construction, and perma
nent mortgage financing, as well as lenders in com
mercial and corporate financing matters. In his new 
role as partner, Patrickwill continue his representation 
of real estate finance clients and expand his work in 
the areas of commercial real estate financing and 
development. Patrick joined the firm shortly after re
ceiving his JD from American U. Washington College 
of Law in 2007.

Aliza Cohen is living in San Francisco, CA. She joined 
the legal team at Penumbra Inc., a medical device com
pany in Alameda, CA, as corporate counsel in July 2015. 
Aliza welcomed a son, Elliot, to her family in August 
2016. Meghan Dubyak(meghan.dubya k@gmail.com) 
is living in Washington, DC. Afterthe end of the Obama- 
Biden Administration, she left her role as press secretary 
for VP Biden and transitioned to her first job outside of 
government and politics. She now leads the university
wide communications team at Georgetown U. Meghan 
married Timothy Belknap in 2016. Classmates Betsy 
Cooper, Elizabeth King, and Rebecca Lewis were in 
the wedding. Please continue to share your news with 
the class! Send you r updates to: ♦  Jessi Petrosino, 
jessi. petrosino@ey.com, or go to the online news form, 
http://alumni.comell.edu/participate/ class-notes.cfm.

Our classmates continue to impress in just 
about every field imaginable. I read these lat

est updates with admiration and pride. Congratulations 
on all of you r hand work paying off!

Earlier this year, M el issa Rasmussen Goldstein was 
promoted to special counsel at Schulte Roth & Zabel, 
in the firm’s bank regulatory group. In this new role, 
Melissa advises financial institutions on matters in
volving federal and state regulatory compliance, in 
particularthose involving AML matters regulated under 
the Patriot Act and Bank Secrecy Act. She is a former 
attorney-advisor with the US Dept, of the Treasury’s Fi
nancial Crimes Enforcement Network(FinCEN). Melissa 
received herJD from Fordham U. School of Law. Diksha 
Basu's debut novel, The W indfall, is being adapted into 
a television show by Paramount TV and Anonymous 
Content. Her novel was published in North America by 
Crown Penguin Random House in June and globally with 
Bloomsbury in July. According to the publisher, The 

W indfall is “a heartfelt comedy of manners. It’s the 
story of a family discovering what it means to 'make it' 
in modern India.”

Katie Button continues to make waves in the culi
nary world. The El Bulli veteran and 2014 nominee for 
the James Beard Foundation Rising StarChef ofthe Year 
offers a blend of Spanish and Southern food cultures 
at her two Asheville, NC, restaurants, Curate and Night- 
bell. Last year, she published her first cookbook, Curate: 

A uthentic Spanish Food from  an Am erican Kitchen, with 
forewords by Ferran Adria and Jose Andres. The cook
book includes 125 recipes straight from Curate's 
kitchen, giving readers a sense of traditional tastes 
alongside mouthwatering new dishes inspired by the 
flavors and techniques ofthe Iberian Peninsula.

Field Failing, MBA’12, is makingwaves in New York’s 
fast-casual restaurant space. In 2015, Field opened 
Fields Good Chicken in downtown Manhattan. The for
mer semi-pro cyclist (he got his start on Cornell’s team!) 
aims to fuel a daily active lifestyle by bringing simply 
and thoughtfully prepared grilled and roasted chicken 
to the masses. Of note, Fields Good Chicken introduced 
a new “Guaranteed Hours and Reliable Wage” package 
to employees at both of its locations. The program in
corporates a variety of benefits and incentives, includ- 
ingguaranteed hours, an increase in startingsalary, full 
healthcare benefits, paid vacation, and free financial 
counseling, all with a focus on creating a positive cul
ture, investing in people, and building happy, productive 
teams. The program will grow with the opening of two 
more Fields Good Chicken locations later this year, one 
at 148 Madison Ave. and one at 304 Park Ave.

Dan Cohen was an executive producer for A rriva l, 

the science fiction movie starring Amy Adams, Jeremy 
Renner, and Forest Whitaker, which was nominated for 
eight Academy Awards including Best Picture. Dan was 
alsoa producerfor7heSpect3cu/arWow(2013)and Cut 

Bank (2014). He is the VP of 21 Laps Entertainment 
Co., a production company also behind the Netflixseries 
“StrangerThings.”

Again, congratulations to ourfellow classmates! We 
would love to hearyour life updates. Send news to your 
class correspondents or via the online news form, 
http://alumni.comell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm. 
♦  Michelle Wong, mrw29@cornell.edu; Johnny 
Chen, jc362@comell.edu; Hilary Johnson-King, haj4@ 
comell.edu.

Happy summer, Comellians! Last month, the 
School of Hotel Administration will be honor

ing our very own classmate John Zimmer, co-founder 
and president ofthe rideshare app Lyft, with the 2017 
Cornell Hospitality Innovator Awand.This award, given an
nually by the Leland C. and Mary M. Pillsbury Inst, for 
Hospitality Entrepreneurship within the Hotel school, was 
awarded to John at the 9th Annual Cornell Hospitality Icon 
and Innovator Awards on Tuesday, June 6,2017, at the 
Pierre Hotel in NYC. Regarding John’s receipt of this award, 
the interim Hotel school dean and professor Kat Walsh, 
MPS '90, said, “Mr. Zimmer's hospitality-focused ap
proach to transportation led to a concept-peer-to-peer 
ridesharing-that has absolutely revolutionized the way 
we think about this industryi’The Cornell Hospitality Icon 
and Innovator Awards is the largest event on the Hotel 
school’s annual calendar, and will be attended by more 
than 600 hospitality innovators and leaders from 17 
countries. The event raises funds for the Hotel school’s 
Annual Fund, which provides vital need-based scholar
ships to Hotel school students. Congratulations, John!

Michele Lent Hirsch lives in New York and is finish- 
ingher first nonfiction book, to be published by Beacon 
Press in 2018. A hybrid of literary journalism and memoir, 
the book is called Invisible: How Young Women with Serious 

Health Issues Navigate Work, Relationships, and the Pres
sure to Seem Just Fine. John Kaczmar recently became 
an assistant professor with the Hoi lings Cancer Center 
at the Medical U. of South Carolina in Charleston. He is 
an oncologist who, in addition to teaching students, 
treats patients and engages in clinical investigation. 
Sara Maly Lisy and husband Andrew welcomed their 
second child, William Andrew, this past fall. William got 
an early start on his path to being a Cornellian when he 
came along for the ride to Sara's 10th Reunion before 
he was even born. Send me your news-1 love to hear
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from you! ❖  Tory Lauterbach, VML8@comell.edu. On
line news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

Hello, Class of 2007! Happy summer! First, a 
quick plug to stay tuned to the NEXT edition 

of the Class Notes for a review of Reunion. Can't wait to 
share lots of stories from all of you!

Class of 2007 has been very active in our accomplish
ments of late! Jordan Wells, an attorney for the New 
York Civil Liberties Union, had the important responsibil
ity of helping Iranian students safely enterthe US during 
the travel ban. Fortunately, he and the NYCLU were 
successful in their efforts. One of the travelers, a PhD 
student in Sweden, was on his way to study and collab
orate with the scholars at Cornell! For more information, 
visit: http://www.nyclu.org/news/after-detention-and- 
removal-under-trump-ban-iranian-students-return-us. 
Another classmate, Lisa Schlitt, represented herself, 
Cornell, and 2007 extremely well with a six-day winning 
streak on “Jeopardy!” Congrats, Lisa!

Lookingforward to sharing more exciting stories with 
everyone after Reunion! Have more updates to share? 
Feel free to reach out to me or to submit online. ❖  
Samantha Feibush Wolf, srf29@cornell.edu. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

We hope you'll take a moment to pick up a 
pen, log in to your e-mail account, or go to 

the link below and send us an update about your life. 
What gives you the most satisfaction these days? 
Anything new in your work or home life? What was your 
best day at Cornell? We want to know. ♦  Libby Boymel, 
lkb24@cornell.edu; Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu. 
Online news form, http://alumni.comell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

Hello, classmates. Help us fill the class col
umn by sendingyour latest news and ideas. 

What are your plans for the summer? Anything new in 
your work or home life? What gives you the most satis
faction these days? I hope you’ll pick up a pen, send 
me an e-mail, or go to the link below to share your news 
with the class. We would love to include you in a future 
column. ❖  Rebecca Robbins, rsr38@comell.edu. On- 
I i ne news form, http:// alumni.cornel I .edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

Another school year has ended and we want 
to catch up with you and hear about your 

whereabouts, ongoings, and life as you know it, seven 
yea rs after we were conferred our diplomas. Please reach 
out to your class correspondents at the addresses below 
and let us know!

Marcus Mitchell graduated from the George 
Washington U. School of Medicine and Health Sciences 
last May. He will be pursuing his residency at Johns 
Hopkins in anesthesiology. Marcus, keep an eye out for 
classmate Yale Kim. Yale is a senior clinical research 
coordinator at Johns Hopkins, specializing in digestive 
disease and motility disorder in the gastroenterology 
and hepatology department. Tracey Alperin Thompson, 
if you’re out there reading this, give Yale a call-she’d 
love to hear from you!

Congratulations to Heather Reed, PhD 14. Heather 
was recognized as one of 29 “2017 Rising Stars” by Civil 

+ S tructura l Engineer magazine. The list recognizes “pro
fessionals 40 years old or younger working in the US

who have shown exceptiona I technical ca pa bility, lead
ership ability, effective teaching or research, or public 
service benefiting the civil and structural engineering 
profession, their employers, project owners, and soci
ety.” The youngest professional on the list, Heather’s 
groundbreaking research is based on her expertise in 
model-based, Bayesian statistical data inversion; un
certainty quantification, sensitivity analysis, risk, and 
reliability; multi-physics simulations; and reduced order

modeling techniques. She also returns to Cornell each 
winter to teach an annual course called Practical 
Experience in Structural Mechanics.

Another Cornell engineer, Pete Reynolds, welcomed 
his second daughter into the world in March. Pete, who 
has his professional engineering license, is the chief 
inspectoral GPI/Greenman-Pedersen Inc. in New York 
City. He is currently working on the implementation of 
open road tolling at the RFK Bridge traveling in and out 
of Manhattan. Continuing the trend of high-level STEM 
happenings, Stephen Linderman completed his PhD 
defense at Washington U. in St. Louis this past winter. 
A paper authored by Stephen took first prize at the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers Int’l 
Mechanical Engineering Congress and Exposition. The 
paper, which presented technology for improving surgical 
suturing for better tendon repairs, won the top honor in 
the biomedical engineeringand technologytrackatthe 
exhibition the world’s largest, cross-disciplinary me
chanical engineering conference. Since completing his 
studies, Stephen will be continuing his career in Boston.

If all our classmates’ successes aren’t making you 
smile, we know some classmates who will definitely be 
seeing teeth: Alina O'Brien and Dina Gianchandani 
have passed their licensing examinations with the 
American Board of Dental Examiners. Alina studied at 
Columbia U. College of Dental Medicine and will be 
doing pediatric dentistry. Dina, who studied at NYU 
College of Dentistry, will be moving to Albany for her 
residency. Send news to: ♦  Jeff Katz, jak232@com ell 
edu; Amar Kelkar, ahk24@cornell.edu; Rammy 
Salem, rms84@comell.edu. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornel I .edu/pa rticipate/class-notes.cfm.

Hello, classmates! I write to you from Lubbock, 
TX, where the West Texas summer heat has 

already kicked into foil swing and the cotton is starting to 
bloom. I hope your summer is shaping up to be lovely. 
I have been busy studying for my first medical school 
licensing exam, but also want to share some news from 
one of our classmates.

Lawyer Sandra Marin of Hartford, CT, has joined 
the board of directors for the Horizons program at the 
Ethel Walker School. Horizons is a summer program that 
provides academic mentoring and other enrichment 
opportunities to underserved young girls. When she is 
not spending hertime advocating for education, Sandra

works in the labor and employment group at Robinson 
& Cole LLP, representing businesses in cases involving 
discrimination, wrongful termination, and other employ
ment disputes.

Please feel free to share any news that you have with 
our class! We look forward to hearing from you. ♦  Siva 
Iyer, si74@cornell.edu; Dara Perl, dmp229@comell. 
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
pa rticipate/class-notes.cfm.

Steven Zhang is finishing his third year of 
medical school at Stanford U. and is enjoying 

living in the Bay Area.
William Frick, ME 13, a graduate of the Engineering 

college who works as a technology executive on Wall 
Street, was recently included in Features magazine’s 
2017 “30 Under 30” list. The list includes other notables 
such as: Evan Spiegel, the CEO and co-founder of 
Snapchat; Grammy-Award-winning artist The Weeknd: 
and Odell Beckham Jr., one of the top talents in the NFL. 
Keep your classmates up to date on your life post- 
Comell by sending any information you would like to 
share to: ♦  Peggy Ramin, mar335@cornell.edu: 
Emily Cusick, egc43@comell.edu.

Greetings, everyone! In the past few months, 
the class counci I has been ha id at work to get 

our class’s Facebook page updated. If you haven’t done 
so already, we encourage you to go to www.facebook. 
com/ComellClass0f2013/ and follow the page for class 
updates and announcements regarding our 5th Reunion!

Overatthe U. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign is Emily 
Loehmer, who works in the outreach and Extension 
department as the coordinator of programming and 
evaluation forSNAP-Ed. She likes to spend herfree time 
travelingand recently met up with a bunch of her Kappa 
Delta sisters in San Diego. Also working for a university, 
Jacob “Jack” Reep is a neuroscience research assistant 
at Rutgers U. in Newark, NJ. When he isn’t in the lab he 
spends his time volunteering at University Hospital in 
Newark. He has spent the past two years volunteering 
in the emergency medicine department and is now in
terning in the trauma/recovery unit.

Molly Huber is working for Mending Kids, a non
profit in Burbank, CA, that provides critical surgical care 
for sick children all overtheworid. She works with Ayal 
W illner '84 and his daughter Sigal '16. Molly is the 
missions administrator and in charge of all mission lo
gistics for the organization. Before this, she completed 
a master's in global medicine at U. of Southern California 
in 2016. She runs 5Ks and sprint triathlons in her free 
time. Molly just met up with Prof. Emer. Kay Randel 
Obendorf. PhD 76 , who was her undergraduate advi
sor; she also got to meet up with herformerteammates 
from the women’s rugby team. Katie Schubauer has 
had quite an interesting year. She is a TV correspondent 
for Agence France-Presse in Washington, DC, and

‘Pete Reynolds is working on the 
implementation of open road tolling 
at the RFK Bridge.’

J E F F  K A T Z  ' 1  0

JULY AUGUST 2017 91

mailto:VML8@comell.edu
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/
http://www.nyclu.org/news/after-detention-and-removal-under-trump-ban-iranian-students-return-us
http://www.nyclu.org/news/after-detention-and-removal-under-trump-ban-iranian-students-return-us
mailto:srf29@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/
mailto:lkb24@cornell.edu
mailto:erb26@cornell.edu
http://alumni.comell.edu/participate/
mailto:rsr38@comell.edu
http://alumni.cornel
mailto:ahk24@cornell.edu
mailto:rms84@comell.edu
mailto:si74@cornell.edu
http://alumni.cornell.edu/
mailto:mar335@cornell.edu
mailto:egc43@comell.edu
http://www.facebook


traveled the country while coveringthe 2016 Presidential 
election. She even had the opportunity to travel with 
Hillary Clinton on her airplane in the final month of the 
campaign. She has covered a wide range of topics, 
including the Pope's first visit to the US, the Baltimore 
protests, the Oscars, and the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. 
She ran her first full marathon in March and has a sister 
currently at Cornell who plays on the soccer team.

Out in San Francisco is Sophie Su, BArch 13, who 
has taken her Architecture school education and applied 
it to digital design. She has contributed to mobile games 
for Walt Disney Co., for which she worked on Star Wars 
Commanderand Marvel Avengers Alliance. On weekends, 
she enjoys escapingthe tech scene by takingday hikes 
to brunch in Marin County and hunting forthe season’s 
best ice cream flavor. Her current favorite flavors are 
blood orange and pistachio cookies from Smitten, and 
jasmine tea from Mr. and Mrs. Miscellaneous. Ariella 
Zwerling is a fellow Bay Area resident. She works as 
human resources total rewards manager at a tech firm 
and spoke ata conference on global mobility and immi
gration. Also in the Bay Area is Elizabeth Proehl, who 
works in operations at Y Combinator Research, mostly on 
theirbasic income study. She spends herfree time biking 
around the East Bay, watching movies, listening to pod
casts, and making guacamole. She lives with Tiger Hud
son, whom she met on her first day at Cornell. She was 
recently visited by Daniel Young, who is a Rhodes Schol
ar and currently pursuing a PhD in philosophy at NYU.

Steph Kuntz Ryde is working at Lidl's head office in 
the UK as the emerging talent consultant. She and her 
husband, Alex, moved to the UK in 2015 and just moved 
to the outskirts of London, where she cycles around the 
English countryside and goes into the city to check out 
different restaurants and pubs. She recently attended 
a Cornell women's networking tea, which she highly 
enjoyed. Lindsay Theodore is a fourth-year PhD can
didate in biological and biomedical sciences at Harvard 
Medical School; she plans on defending her dissertation 
in 2018 and hopes to work in pharmaceutical research 
and development. Ryan Amberg is currently the mar
keting director for PYGAR.The job involves work in both 
the US and Canadian markets as well as travel to con
sult with subsidiary groups. His work travel sites include 
South Africa, Australia, and Germany. He also works on 
a few side business opportunities, one of which includes 
making watchbands for a Swiss firm. In addition, he 
represents 2 million young farmers on the American 
Farm Bureau's YoungFarmersand Ranchers Committee. 
With this group he develops policy changes that support 
agricultural education in the classroom, and works with 
a dynamic team from all walks of life and farm types 
around the country.

As always, we want to hear what you've been up to 
since graduating so that YOU can be featured in our 
columns. And once again, if you haven't already, follow 
the class page at: www.facebook.com/CornellClass 
0f2013. ❖  Dan Ruhr, dk453@cornell.edu; Rachael 
Schuman, RASchuman@gmail.com.

Hello, Class of 2014! I hope everyone is enjoy- 
ingtheirsummer. I'm writingfrom Washington, 

DC, and it is HOT. I love this time of year, because it's a 
time for us to start fresh and to reflect, just like when we 
were starting school.There's so much change in the air, 
and it's great to hear about all of the things our class has 
been up to. Sam and I cannot believe that it has been 
more than three years since graduation; Reunion will be 
here before we know it!

Rebecca Harris is excited to be graduating from 
Columbia Law School in a few weeks and she’s looking 
forward to traveling abroad with friends this fall before 
startingworkata law firm in NYC, Davis Polk&WardwelI 
LLP. When she returns, Rebecca will be moving in with 
a new roommate, classmate Carol in e Craig. Rebecca’s 
good friend Jocelyn Durlacher marriedJason Gandel- 
man on April 23 on Long Island. They met on their first 
day of medical school and have been inseparable since. 
She fell for him despite the fact that his alma mater is 
Harvard (LGR)i The wedding also beautifully served as 
a type of Cornell reunion, bringing Comellians from as 
far as the United Kingdom back together for a day of 
dancing and celebrating!

Nitesh Donti, ME 15, moved out Westto San Fran
cisco after getting his master’s at Cornell to start his 
career as a software engineer in Silicon Valley. He worked 
at Linkedln for two years as a mobile engineer, where 
he built out features forthe newly redesigned iOS app. 
Later, he moved on to infrastructure features, including 
the next generation of video uploads. He recently start
ed at Google, where he is working on infrastructure for 
YouTube. He mainly deals with storing, manipulating, 
and making accessible all the data from playlists and 
channels, including those that are now part of the new 
YouTube TV service.

Genna Hartung (gmh45@cornell.edu) has had a 
variety of jobs and pursuits since graduating. For the 
firstthree years after graduation she was running semi- 
professionally, training for the Olympic Trials in the 
steeplechase. She unfortunately missed her chance at 
the trials due to injury, but had the opportunity to move 
back to Ithaca to rejoin the Cornell track and cross 
country tea ms as a coach. Genna has also beenwork- 
ingasa talent sourcing specialist for Kaplan Test Prep, 
hiring standardized test prep teachers around the 
country. Please connect with Genna if you are inter
ested in teaching.

After graduating, Cornell Bang also had the oppor
tunity to live in Ithaca for another year, working a few 
part-time jobs and figuringout what his next steps would 
be. He enjoyed that year and still looks back on it as the 
best year he ever had at Cornell. During this gap year, 
he actually explored the campus a nd Ithaca as a whole- 
he even utilized the libra ries for personal reading, which 
was unheard of during his undergraduate tenure. He also 
finally asked out his longtime Comellian crush that year, 
and they ended up getting married in 2016. He now 
resides in Washington, DC, with Faye Lee. They don’t 
have any children yet, but hope to someday send them 
to Cornell, just as an excuse to visit the best campus.

Also in D.C. is Jesse Heon, currently working for 
Expedia Inc. He’s an avid sports and music fan and 
regularly attends games and concerts in the D.C. area. 
He plays in recreational basketball and soccer leagues 
(hopefully football soon enough as well). Most recently, 
Jesse has been working on an unfiltered blog about 
personal stories, sports, his gambling addiction, and 
how they all tie in together to determine his oddly prof
itable bets (rollthedamndice.wordpress.com).

After graduating, Caroline Quaglieri moved to 
Washington, DC, and did research at the NIH, the Na
tional Zoo, and the American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists. After two years in D.C., she moved 
to Milwaukee, Wl, where she is now in her first year of 
medical school at the Medical College of Wisconsin. 
Caroline was about a month away from finishing her first 
year when she wrote, and she planned to stay in 
Milwaukee this summer to do NIH-funded aging and

injury-related research. Caroline hopes to come back 
to the East Coast at some point this summerto see her 
family in Maine, and of course her Cornell friends too.

Thanks so much forgiving us so many things to write 
about! We are excited to continue to connectwith class
mates, and we look forward to any news that comes 
our way. Feel free to reach out to us, and in the mean
time, we will be reminiscing about our many Augusts 
spent in anticipation of returning to campus. ❖  Tejal 
Thakkar, tdt42@comell.edu; Samantha Lapehn, srl 
76@cornell.edu.

Happy summer, Class of 2015! Somehow 
we’ve reached ourthind summer since gradu- 

atingfnom Comell.While we’ll neverforget ourtime on the 
Hill, it has been thrilling to see what our classmates have 
been up to since May 2015.

Congratulations to Stephan ie Van Overberghe on 
her marriage to Justin Watt 16. Aside from being class 
secretary, Stephanie is the administrative assistant 
for Cornell Student and Young Alumni Programs and 
Cornell Silicon Valley. We wish them well! After almost 
two years as a marketing assistant/coordinator in the 
book publishing industry, Ariel Cooper will be moving 
to Columbus, OH, to pursue a master’s in business ad
ministration at the Ohio State U.’s Fisher College of 
Business. She plans to concentrate in marketing and 
sports business, with the hope of landing a marketing 
role in the equine industry.

Derrick Wang also moved out to the Midwest fora 
graduate degree, leaving sunny California behind for 
Omaha, NE. He recently completed his first year at the 
Creighton U. School of Medicine. Atticus DeProspo 
made a move to Beijing, where he hiked the Great Wall 
of China as a member of the inaugural class ofSchwarz- 
man Scholars. Abram Saroufim departed on his own 
adventure inJune to serve in the Peace Corps in Liberia.

Caroline Flax and Michael Gross continue to re
flect fondly on theirtime at Cornell. Caroline says work
ing at the Cornell Daily Sun was her most valuable Big 
Red experience, and she remains connected to the 
Cornell community by serving as a CAAAN volunteer in 
Washington, DC, where she works at Washington REIT. 
Michael is in medical school at SUNY Stony Brook, but 
loves returning to Ithaca forevents, especially Reunion 
(Reunion 2020, anyone?).

Cameron Pritchett is entering his final year of law 
school at Harvard. Upon graduation, he plans to clerk 
forthe D.C. Circuit. The judge he will clerk for is a fellow 
Cornell graduate, and he said Cornell is often well rep
resented at various law networking events. Courtney 
Koel bel is also attending law school at the U. of Virginia. 
This summer she is interning at the EPA in New York City. 
While Cornell may not have fared so well at the Oscars 
this year, Andrew Distler represented Cornell at the 
Emmy Awards, winning an Emmy as an associate pro
ducer on “MLB Tonight,” where he worked after gradu
ation. Andrew is now a production assistant at ESPN.

Have some news? Did you start a new job or get 
a promotion? Go on an exciting vacation? Have other 
things to tell us? Share it all with the Class of 2015. 
Please send us your updates and we will include them 
in an upcoming column! ❖  Ariel Cooper, alc258@ 
comell.edu; Haley Velasco, hav9@comell.edu.

Hello, Class of 2016! Welcome to Cornell 

A lum ni M agazine and to our section of the 
Class Notes! Since we've now been alumni forovera year, 
it's our turn to wax nostalgic and join the long line of
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Cornellians who share their memories and successes in 
the Class Notes.

To kick off our inaugural column, we are excited to 
share the latest news from our classmates. Kate 
Salesin writes about her post-graduation adventures: 
“This past summer, I did a rather unique study abroad 
program called SEA Semester, where I sailed down the 
western coast of Europe.” Kate used this experience 
to create a new app called Sustainable Sushi Guide, 
which can help guide you in making ethical food choic
es. Prof. Bruce Monger certainly would approve! The 
San Diego branch of Teach For America reports that 
Ardian Sahinovic is already making a big impact on 
his students. In a long feature on Ardian, TFA says the 
former Big Red football player is inspiring students and 
his fellow corps members. In his first year as a teacher, 
his colleagues honored him with the Community Before 
Self Award. Congratulations, Ardian!

Alsowinningan award for her achievements, Natalie 
Rosseau was honored with the Pi Beta Phi Amy Burn
ham Onken Award for Outstanding Scholarship and 
Campus and Community Leadership. The Pi Beta Phi 
communications office shared her accomplishment, 
explaining that the award is given to a member “who 
has best lived Pi Beta Phi's qualities of excellent schol
arship, outstanding campus participation, and com
munity service during her collegiate career.” Thank you 
for your service to the Cornell community, Natalie! 
Paroma Chakravarty is working for Clark Construction 
in Washington, DC. While reflecting on our time on the 
Hill, Paroma mentioned Monroe Weber-Shirk, PhD'92, 
as the person who had the greatest impact on her. “Fie 
runs an incredible student projectteam in the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering school,” she wrote.

Carolyn Boyce writes from Akron, OH, with news of 
her new job “doing research to conduct a food policy 
audit forthe Summit Food Coalition.” With big headlines 
in the news this year, our class will be well represented 
in the media by Aimee Cho, who’s starting a new posi
tion as a reportertrainee for NBC Washington. In Nigeria, 
Dotun Akinrinade, MBA'16, is doing good work on 
a “turnaround project at a family-owned hospital in 
Lagos.” Also starting work in the medical field, Nupur 
Bhatt has recently finished her first year as a med 
student at NYU.

And finishing up his first year at medical school, 
Maaz Ahsan is studying medicine in Pittsburgh. This 
spring, Maaz was awarded the honor of an Albert 
Schweitzer fellowship-one of only 22 selected from 
the Pittsburgh chapter of graduate students. He writes 
that he’ll be “working with predominantly immigrant 
and refugee populations and teaching them basic 
skills on how to eat healthy and promoting physical 
activity.” Maaz will do this work in addition to his 
other course work for his second yea r of medical stud
ies. Caroline Kellner writes from Princeton, NJ, with 
news that she has started a new position a fter a pres
tigious internship with the US Geological Survey on 
the West Coast. Continuing in the field of environmen
tal studies, Caroline is working as a field technician 
for Geosyntec, an environmental consulting company 
that is working on remediation projects in New Jersey, 
New York, and Pennsylvania.

Sincere tha nks to al I of ou r classmates who shared 
their latest updates with us. We would love to include 
more in our next column, so please don't hesitate to 
write! ❖  Meghan McCormick, mcm324@cornell. 
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

A L U D E A

1930s
'36-Zola Marcus, New York City, January 12,1998 
'36 BS Hotel-Jack F. Robinson, Newton, NJ, April 3, 2017

'37 BS HE-Ludmilla Uher Jenkins, Las Vegas, NV, and Honolulu, HI, February 6, 2017

'39 MS-John S. Wold, Casper, WY, February 19, 2017

1940s
'40 BS HE-Ruth Buffum Schoenacker, Dalton, NY, January 1, 2017

'41 BSAg-Gretchen Fonda Gagnon, Cohoes, NY, March 18, 2017 
'41 BA, MD '43-Henry J. Heimlich, Loveland, OH, December 16, 2016 
'41 BA-James H. Van Arsdale, Castile, NY, February 2, 2017

'42 BA-Margaret Ackerman Dale, Santa Rosa, CA, October 29, 2015
'42 MS Ag, PhD '49-Stephen W. Eaton, Kennett Square, PA, February 16, 2017
'42 BA, LLB '47-Albert W. Henderson, Sun City, AZ, March 14, 2017
'42 BA-Mary Fennelly Michaelsen, Croton-on-Hudson, NY, January 6,2017
'42 BA-Charles L. Poskanzer, Albany, NY, March 15, 2017
'42 BA/BCE-Meir N. Sofair, Woodbridge, CT, March 31, 2017

'43MS,PhD'47-NatalieW hitford Uhl, Jefferson, GA, March 28, 2017

'45 BME-William F. Davidson, New Hope, PA, March 29, 2017

'46 BS HE-A. Irene Kinney Conley, Lexington, KY, April 15, 2017 
'46 BSNurs-Elizabeth Deming, Greenwich, CT, November 2,2016 
'46, BA'45-Ruth Bayless Kravitz, Holmdel, NJ, March 30, 2017 
'46 BA-Robert A. Rietz, Naples, FL, March 29, 2017 
'46 DVM-John R. Steele, Vernon, NY, February 24,2017 
'46 BME-Arthur J.VanVIeet, Richmond, IN, March 26, 2017

'47 BS HE-Therese Driscoll Elliott, Interlaken, NY, April 22, 2017 
'47 BA, PhD'51-CharlesW. Fischer Jr., Ventnor, NJ, March 11,2017 
'47 BA, BEE '49-EugeneB. Galton, Stamford, CT, March 10, 2017 
'47, BS Nurs '48-ArleneThompson Morey, Atlanta, GA, March 14, 2017 
'47 BA-William Pendarvis Jr., Happy Valley, OR, February 18, 2017 
'47, BA '49-Allen B. Reed Jr., Holland, PA, April 2, 2017 
'47 BS Nurs-Marie Dechon Strickland, Hamden, CT, January 15,2017

'4 8 BSAg, DVM '52-Daniel Duberman. Southampton, NY, November 14, 2016 
'48 BS Ag-J. Robert Enck, Signal Mountain, TN, February 25, 2017 
'48-David F. Greene, Madison, NJ, May 23,2015 
'48 BA-Andre Jagendorf, Ithaca, NY, March 13, 2017 
'48BSHE-DorisWelter Pftrhler, Sun City Center, FL, April 5,2017 
'48 BA-Rose Roybal Press, Santa Fe, NM, February 9, 2015

'49 BA, LLB '56-H . Chandler Clark, Melrose, MA, January 31, 2017 
'49, BA'51 -Walter C. Crocco Jr., Cleveland, TN, March 20, 2017 
'49BSHE-ShirleyThielker DeForest, Altus, OK, March 1,2017 
'49 BEE-C. Alan McCutcheon, Tallahassee, FL, December 6, 2016 
'49 BEE-Norman E. Mclver, Ann Arbor, Ml, September 15,2016 
'49 BEE-James N. Ottobre, Toms River, NJ, March 5,2017 
'49BS0RIE-WalterW. Patten Jr., Boston, MA, May 29, 2016 
'49PhD-CharlesW. Rutschky III, State College, PA, March 8,2017 
'49 BCE-Richard E. Vanderbrook, Tonawanda, NY, January 17,2017

1950s
'50, BS ILR '52-Carl S. Atwater. Hot Springs, AR, March 3,2017 
'50 BME-Herbert A. Darling, Avon, CT, March 9, 2017
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'50 BS ILR-Edward J. Madden, Watertown, NY, March 11, 2017 
'50 BEE-Winfield L. Reese, Rock Hill, SC, January 26, 2017

'51,BSHE'52-BarbaraGlick Frankenbach, Hilton Head, SC, June 26, 2016
'51 BA-AlbertB. Glassenberg, Haddam, CT, February 13, 2017
'51, BCE '52-David J. Homer, Abington, PA, April 19, 2017
'51 BSHE-MargaretDeLong Huckle, Trumansburg, NY, March 26, 2017
'51-Gerald L. Madigan Jr., Honeoye, NY, April 4, 2016
'51, BEE '52-Herman G. Pease, New Hartford, NY, January 10, 2017
'51 BSAg-Samuel J.Serata, Bridgeton, NJ, February 19, 2017
'51 DVM-BruceW. Widger, Marcellus, NY, March 6, 2017

'52 BA-Richard K. Davis, Malibu, CA, March 24, 2017 
'52 BS Ag-GeorgeA. Dimon, Fredonia, NY, February 13, 2017 
'52 BA-Polly Prine Herman, Portland, OR, February 26, 2017 
'52 BA-David C. Lamb, Arlington, VA, November 10, 2016 
'52 MILR-Michael M. Lysak, Dunwoody, GA, February 25, 2017 
'52 BS Ag-Harold Rapp, Ewing, NJ, February 21, 2017 
'52-Spencer D. Saxon, Sherman Oaks, CA, July 1, 2016 
'52 MBA-RogerS. Wood, Venice, FL, March 14, 2017

'53 BS HE-Martha Schwardt Baird, Asheville, NC, August 5, 2016
'53 MD-Aaron Ganz, Boca Raton, FL, February 3, 2017
'53 PhD-RobertE. Hughes, Round Hill, VA, April 2, 2017
'53 BA-John P. Hunt, Salt Lake City, UT, February 22, 2017
'53BSHotel-Neil P. Koopmann Cornwall, PA, April 11, 2017
'53, BS Ag '55-Henry J. Kujawa, Webster, NY, January 22, 2017
'53 BA-Katherine Krauss Lehmann, Timonium, MD, March 30, 2017
'53 B Chem E-Richard C. Lofberg, Rochelle Park, NJ, March 21, 2017
'53, BEE '54, MEE '66-W illiam  Noonburg Jr., Simsbury, CT, January 1, 2017

'54, BME '55-Donald L. Berg, Chapel Hill, NC, March 6, 2017 
'54BA-Susan Hirsh Bulmer, Hamilton, New Zealand, October 6, 2016 
'54-John F. Feist, Bristol, NH, March 23, 2014 
'54 BME, MME '56-Robert J. Heinzman, Kenner, LA, March 5, 2017 
'54 BSILR-JamesV. Johnstone, Blue Ridge, GA, March 7, 2017 
'54BSAg-RaymondG. Merrill, Whittier, CA, January 28, 2017 
'54 MS Ag-Richard F. Myers, Protem, MO, January 24, 2017 
'5 4 BFA-William L. Plumb, Piermont, NY, February 9, 2017 
'54 PhD-Cecil J. Schneer, Exeter, NH, February 9, 2017

'55-Saul S. Bernstein, Bellmore, NY, January 1, 2017
'55 BA-Charles A. Carr Jr., Wayne, PA, March 13, 2017
'55 DVM-RobertE. Cornell Jr., Charlotte, NC, March 24, 2017
'55 BS HE-Jane Van Aken Gauthey, Woodbridge, VA, February 5, 2017
'55 PhD-JamesM. Harris, Provo, UT, March 16, 2017
'55 BS Hotel-Lawrence Lattomus, Marana, AZ, January 29, 2017
'55 MS, PhD '56-John G. Nikelly, Kennett Square, PA, March 11, 2017
'55 MD-Ronald S. Romig, Pinehurst, NC, January 25, 2017
'55 BA-Bessie Hurwitz Shay, Rockville, MD, March 5, 2017

'56 BA, JD ’58-BarbaraE. Behr, Berwyn, PA, March 8, 2017
'56 BS ILR, MBA'57-LawrenceA. De Lucia, Tucson, AZ, April 12, 2017
'56 BS Ag-Donald H. Hughes, Cincinnati, OH, September 7, 2015
'56 PhD-Kevin F. O'Connor, Christchurch, New Zealand, December 2, 2016
'56-57 GR-StanleyG. Pierce, Abingdon, VA, June 1, 2015
'56 BS Hotel-Chuck E. Woolf, Williamsburg, VA, April 12, 2017

'57 BSHE-JeanneNiebel Craig, Milton, NJ, March 9, 2017
'57 BA-Joan T. Gallagher, Middleburgh, NY, April 15, 2017
'57 BS ILR-William J. Hoblock, Latham, NY, April 10, 2017
'57 BME-Stanley V. Intihar, Cleveland, OH, March 5, 2017
'57 BSAg-Larry F. Miller, Dansville, NY, March 8, 2017
'57-Bernard Wasserman, Catonsville, MD, September 29, 2016
'57 BFA-Judith Weinberg Weidenthal, Pepper Pike, OH, January 8, 2017

'58 BA-Irving H. Baum, New York City, March 6, 2017
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'58 BA-Lenore McGee Luscher, Watsonville, CA, March 28, 2017 
'58, BME '60-Randolph D. Ogan, Jupiter, FL, March 15, 2017

'59 PhD-John A. Laswick, Springfield, OH, February 24, 2017 
'59-W illiam  A. Machauer, Califon, NJ, February 16, 2017 
'59, BS Ag '60-W illiam  Mount, Doylestown, PA, April 16, 2017

1960s
'60 BA-Elizabeth Corning Dudley, Mount Desert Island, ME, Oct. 5, 2016
'60 BS Ag-William C. Foard, Phoenix, MD, January 25, 2017
'60 BS Ag-Walter C. Guthrie Jr., Pavilion, NY, April 16, 2017
'60, BA '59-Ruth Bierman Linnick, Los Angeles, CA, March 3, 2017
'60, BME'61-FrancisS. White. Annapolis, MD, December 2, 2016

'61 MPA-Barry D. Brown, Marlton, NJ, March 1, 2017 
'61 MD-GregoryG. Dimijian, Dallas, TX, March 15, 2017 
'61 PhD-L. Dodge Fernald Jr., Wellesley, MA, March 1, 2017 
'61 MA, PhD '6 4 -Franz P. Haberl, Montreal, QC, March 1, 2017 
'61 BS Hotel-RobertE. Kochli, Aiken, SC, March 21, 2017 
'61 PhD-Michael J. La Marca, Rochester, MN, February 9, 2017 
'61 PhD-Norman W. Storer, San Diego, CA, March 10, 2017

'62-W illiam C. Block, Bergheim,TX, February 21, 2017
'62 BS Ag-Duane D. Brauen. Murfreesboro, TN, February 24, 2017
'62 JD-W illiam  F. Gleason Jr., Delray Beach, FL, September 19, 2016
'62 EdD-John W. Graves, Salem, NH, February 4,2017
'62 BS Ag, MEd '67-Keith M. Harvey, Sherburne, NY, February 24,2017
'62, BArch '63-Harvey L. Kaufman, New Canaan, CF, December 22, 2016
'62 PhD-FrankS. Morehouse, Old Greenwich, CT, March 7, 2017
'62 BA-Joseph A. Prior, Miami, FL, March 28,2017

'63 PhD-Mary Jane Strattner Gregory, Hockessin, DE, February 26, 2017 
'63 BA-C. Andrew Lundgren, Andover Township, NJ, June 24, 2016 
'63 BS Ag-Michael A. O'Dockerty. Amsterdam, NY, March 14, 2017 
'63 BS Ag, MSAg '67-Judith Presberg Tepper, Chappaqua, NY, Nov. 7, 2012

'64 PhD-Delwin L. Bokelman, Doylestown, PA, March 4, 2017 
'64 BS Ag-William C. Cornelske, Port Ewen, NY, March 23, 2016

'65 BSAg-RobertJ. Benedict, Schenectady, NY, January 2, 2017
'65 BEE, MEE '66-Lawrence G. Bergman, Quogue, NY, January 5, 2017
'65 MS Aero-Fred K. Enseki, Dubois, PA, January 27,2017
'65 MILR-Alan I. Friess, Clermont, NY, February 25, 2017
'65 BS Ag-MaddyGell Handler, West Hartford, CT, September 14, 2016
'65-Marcia Briggs McEnroe, Englewood, FL, March 16,2017
'65 MD-B. Ann Ward, Guilford, CT, September 30,2016

'66 BEE, MEE '66-JamesH. Miller, Randolph, NJ, April 24, 2016 
'66 MS Ag-James J. Winter, Snowflake, AZ, March 15, 2017

'67 BSAEP-Burian Carew, Ottawa, ON, December 6, 2013 
'67, B Chem E '68-FrederickS. Frei, Vienna, VA, February 25, 2017 
'67 BA-Kenneth A. Robbins, Springs, NY, March 9, 2017 
'67 LLB-Michael J. Ryan, New Brunswick, NJ, September 22, 2016

'68 MA-Ernestine Evans King, Geneva, NY, February 24, 2017 
'68 MA-Satya P. Sharma, Surrey, BC, February 13, 2017

'69 BS Ag-Edward G. Graham, Greensburg, PA, March 30, 2017

1970s
'70 PhD-James R. Sorenson, Pittsboro, NC, March 13, 2017

'71 MS Ag-Malcolm H. ShealyJr., Charleston, SC, March 14, 2017

'72 MBA-John R. Clark Sr., Houston, TX, March 4, 2017 
'72 BS Ag-Fredi Kronenberg, New York City, April 20, 2017



7 2  BSILR—W illiam  A. Neilson, Lancaster, NY, April 7, 2017
7 2  BS Ag, M B A 7 6 -P e te r R. Weale, Princeton, NJ, March 25, 2017

7 3  BA-Lynn Quell Horowitz, Albany, NY, July 4, 2016
7 3  M Ed-M yrna Dabrusky Kagan, Hamden, CT, April 1, 2017 
7 3 ,  BA 74 -S arah  W. Slater, Cambridge, MA, March 8, 2017 
7 3  MA-Fod T. Vick, Los Angeles, CA, April 1, 2017

7 5  BS ILR-Dennis A. Arnsdorf. Silver Spring, MD, March 24, 2017 
7 5  BA, M PS '81-ChristineO sbahr Bingham, Owego, NY, August 9, 2015 
7 5  BEE-RobertR. Carroll, Westlake Village, CA, March 11,2017 
7 5  BS A g -M a rk  E. Moore. Delanson, NY, April 8,2017

7 7 -M ic h ae l C. Bald, Southbury, CT, March 13,2017 
7 7  MCE-Philip A. Bertucci, Dayton, NJ, April 6, 2017 
7 7  BA-Kevin A. Corbett, Los Angeles, CA, February 11,2017 
7 7  BS A g -M a ry  M. Joy, Minneapolis, MN, March 27, 2017 
7 7  BEE-W illiam C. Zim merm an, Weston, FL, April 4, 2016

1980s
'8 0  BS A g-David R. Androphy, Sterling, VA, December 22, 2014 
’8 0  BS Ag, PhD ’89-Thom as M . Rizzo, Newark, DE, February 23,2017 
'80 , BArch ’82-B rooke N. W illiam s, Chestnut Hill, MA, March 2, 2017

'81 BS Ag-Deborah Corwin Chase, Vernon, CT, March 6, 2017

'8 3  M D-Carol L. Bayer, New Orleans, LA, February 22, 2017 
'83B SA g-JosephT.Tom anelli, Hamden, CT, April 24,2017

'85  D VM -Peter P. Kintzer. Sutton, MA, March 2,2017 
'85  BA-JeffreyT. Rose, Greenwich, CT, April 8,2017

'86M PS-PeterR .C onrardy, Lakewood, WA, March 25, 2017
'86, BA '87-G ary E. Firm, Brooklyn, NY, February 9,2017
'8 6M S A g , P hD '90-B enjam in  A. Underwood, McAllen, TX, August 31, 2015

'87 MA, PhD '96-D onna J. Amoroso, Tokyo, Japan, January 22,2011 
'87 M A-Frank D. Stansberry, Knoxville, TN, March 31, 2017

'89 MILR-Lori B artellsDeCort, Pinehurst,TX, April 7, 2017

1990s
'90  BS ILR-Anthony FI. Carpet, New York City, February 26,2017 
'90  JD -M aureen K. Molloy, Burlington, VT, March 18, 2017

'97 JD -Ju lie  Fergang Rosefsky, New York City, June 6, 2016

'98 PhD-Craig A. Jensen, Shelburne, VF, March 13, 2017 
'9 8 B A ,M D '0 4 -D a n ie lT . McMenam in, New York City, March 16,2017

2000s
'04B S A g-M egan  E. Dickie. Denver, CO, March 10, 2017 

'09BSAg-JordynTorrey-Augello, Elba, NY,January9, 2017 

2010s
’17-Angel R. Hierro, North Bergen, NJ, March 6, 2017 

’19-Peiran “Joyce” Shi, Shenzhen, China, April 4, 2017

To report an alumni death, please e-mail adr4@comell.edu, or write to: Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850.

To access th e  fu ll-te x t A lum ni Deaths section, go to: cornellalumnimagazine.com (“Alumni 
Deaths" under the CURRENT ISSUE tab). To obtain a hard copy o f the full-text A lum ni Deaths,
write to Cornell Alumni Magazine at either of the above addresses.

C L A S S I F I E D S
P ro fe s s io n a l S e rv ic e s
IRS Tax Problem Resolution— Stop collection
now. Wage/Bank Levy. Solutions: Installment Payment.
Offer in Compromise. Also: Non-filed taxes and Audits.
Bruce Kowal, CPA/MBA Columbia. Call anytime (617)
694-0236.www.KowalTaxClinic.com.
Trave l
BICYCLE & FOODIE TOUR OF CHARLESTON AND 
SAVANNAH. www.CharlestonBicycleTours.com; (800) 
408-1830.
E m p lo y m e n t O p p o rtu n itie s  
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, New York— Highly intelli
gent, resourceful individual with exceptional communi
cation skillsand organizational ability needed to support 
a busy executive. Primary responsibilities include coor
dinating a complex schedule, assisting with travel, and 
providing general office help in a fast-paced, dynamic 
environment. An active approach to problem-solving is 
essential. Prior experience assisting a high-level execu
tive a plus. We offer a casual atmosphere in a beautiful 
space, working as part of an extraordinary group of gifted. 
interesting individuals.

This is a full-time position with excellent compensa
tion and benefits, as well as significant upside potential 
and management possibilities. Please email your resume 
and cover letter to h lparecruit@gmai I .com. P lease note 
that, due to the high number ot respondents, we will 
unfortunately be unable to reply to every inquiry.
FAMILY ASSISTANT, HOUSING INCLUDED, NEW 
YORK—Devoted professional couple seeks highly 
intelligent, amiable, responsible individual to help with 
t he d ay-to-day executionofacomplexfamilyschedule. 
school drop-otfs and pick-ups, homework, research 
projects, and various other activities. Light cleaning 
some meal prep, and some pet care for the lovable family 
dog will also be expected. Excellent compensation 
package will include rent-free, one-bedroom apartment 
in a luxury, doorman building, excellent hourly compen
sation, and full benefits including healthcare and four 
weeks paid vacation. This is a year-round position tor 
which we would ask a minimum two-year commitment 
If interested, please submit cover letter and resume to 
iveinmt@gmail.com
P e rs o n a ls _______________________

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies, 
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and 
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com

WHERE IVY LEAGUE AND OXBRIDGE PEOPLE 
FIND LOVE. A decade of successful matchmaking 
BluesMatch.com.
LOOKING FOR a long-lasting romantic relationship? Be 
introduced to successful, cultured professionals in the 
NYC area. Comprehensive individualized matchmaking: 
www.meaningfulconnections.com; (212) 877-5151.

Commercial Warewashing Equipment

Insinger
TOUGH machines 

IDEMANDING world
Robert A. Cantor’68 Ari B. Cantor’05

Chief Executive Officer President

Rich Garick ’68
Government Sales Specialist

6245 State Road ■ Philadelphia, PA 19135 
800-344-4802 ■ www.insingermachine.com
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C O R N E L L I  A N A

Natural Resource
The renamed Cornell Botanic Gardens expands its mission

HOW GREEN IS OUR HILL: Popular features of the Botanic Gardens include (clockwise from top) its arboretum and pond, rhododendron collection, and herb garden. 
Top right: Many trees and plants sport metal tags with their Latin and common names, along with other information such as growing range.

D irector Christopher Dunn calls it a "living museum"— 
the more than 3,600 acres that comprise Cornell 
Botanic Gardens, the University's collection of cultivat

ed and natural areas on East Hill and beyond. Known as Cornell 
Plantations until last fall, the gardens are a popular destination 
for casual strollers, horticulture buffs, joggers, dog walk
ers, and more. "I tell people that Cornell has three iconic One 
aspects," says Dunn. "There's the academic excellence, the says 
architecture— and this green, living lung of a landscape."

On the job since 2014, Dunn came to Ithaca from the 
University of Hawaii's arboretum. Among his goals has been 
to expand the mission of the Botanic Gardens: in addition to 
its aims of "cultivation, conservation, and education" is a man
date to promote understanding of the interdependent nature of 
biological and cultural diversity. The gardens have stepped up 
collaboration with academic departments—Dunn notes that 
a music major recently did a senior composition inspired by 
its sights and sounds— and is working with Cornell Health 
(formerly Gannett) to design an app to promote outdoor activ
ities as a way to improve mood and combat stress. Dunn also

aims to spread the word about the Botanic Gardens' holdings, 
noting that many Cornellians don't realize that in addition 
to its arboretum and carefully managed plots (of herbs, wild- 
flowers, and more), it oversees Beebe Lake and the Fall Creek 
and Cascadilla gorges—not to mention more than two dozen

of Cornell's iconic aspects, the Gardens' director 
, is its 'green, living lung of a landscape.'

natural areas farther from campus such as Monkey Run, Lick 
Brook, and Bald Hill.

Regarding the name change—which trustees approved in 
late October, though the task of replacing some 1,800 signs is 
ongoing—Dunn cites multiple reasons: not only the negative 
connotation of "plantations," but the fact that the name was 
confusing (visitors might mistake it for, say, a CALS research 
farm) and just plain inaccurate. "In an agricultural context, a 
plantation is land devoted to growing a single crop, like cocoa 
or bananas," he says. "But a botanic garden is all about showing 
the broadest diversity of things we can grow in this climate." ■
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CORNELL ALUMNI
SAVE ON A P P L E  T H R O U G H  THE C O R N E L L  S T OR E

Cornell alumni are now el igible to purchase Apple® products 

at Apple Education Pricing through The Cornell Store. You’ ll 

save up to $200 on a new Mac® (compared to regular retail). 

Shop onl ine at store.cornell.edu. Online pricing reflects 

Apple Education Pricing.

When placing an online order, please include your Cornell NetID in the Order Notes field to 
verify eligibility. Learn about your Cornell NetID at: alumni.cornell.edu/netid.

ST ORE. CORNELL . EDU

TheComellStore. ^  Authorized Campus Store
TM and © 2017 Apple Inc. All rights reserved.



THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLATFORM FOR DRIVING BUSINESS OUTCOMES
Your right mix of hybrid IT is infrastructure th a t’s secure, software-defined and composable, giving IT the 

flexib ility , agility, speed and control they need to deliver at the speed of business. It fuels the unique apps 

and data of your enterprise today, and gives you the ab ility  to say yes to the challenges of tomorrow.

D isco ve r y o u r r ig h t m ix  a t h p e .c o m /h y b r id - it Accelerating next

© C o p y r ig h t  2 0 1 7  H e w le t t  P a c k a r d  E n t e r p r is e  D e v e lo p m e n t  LP .

Hewlett Packard
Enterprise


