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Get Involved in Giving Day!
The second annual Cornell Giving Day takes place this April 19—a festive and inspiring virtual 
coming-together of alumni, parents, friends, and Big Red fans all over the world to raise support for 
Cornell over 24 hours. Colleges across Cornell engage in a friendly competition to see which can 
raise the most funds.

“Our hope is to get as big a number as possible to participate by making a gift on this day,” Says 
Sheila Reakes, director of annual giving within Alumni Affairs and Development. “Together, we can do
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so much more than we can do individually. Giving Day is an 
opportunity for all of us to join together to support something 
we all believe in.”

Getting involved in Giving Day is an excellent way for 
alumni, staff, students, and friends to make a difference and 
give back to the College of Veterinary Medicine. Last year, 
the College raised nearly $120,000 from more than 250 
individuals. What’s more, almost 25% of all donors to the 
College of Veterinary Medicine were new donors.

Dr. Elizabeth Lynch ’90, DVM ’95, College of Veterinary • 4 .19.16 •
Medicine Advisory Council Member, was one alum who
pitched in last year, noting she enjoyed the “competitive aspect of the day”. She encourages her 
fellow classmates to get involved. “Gifts to the Veterinary College are important to the future of the 
College,” says Lynch. “The stronger the support people give, the more we can do for our students."

This year, the College hopes to do even better, Reakes says. “We hope to increase the number of 
donors to the College by at least 20%, in order to unlock challenge dollars available to the colleges 
and units,” she says. “That’s 300 or more donors—I’m sure we can achieve that goal!”

GIVING DAY
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Salmon Award for Distinguished Alumni Service
Established by the Alumni Association in 1986, the Daniel Elmer Salmon Award for Distinguished 
Alumni Service honors Cornell Veterinary College DVM graduates who have distinguished themselves 
in service to the profession, their communities or to the College.

The award is named in honor of Cornell's first DVM graduate, who is remembered for his pioneering 
work in controlling contagious animal diseases in the early 20th century. D.E. Salmon was one of Dr. 
James Law's first students when Cornell University opened its doors in 1868. He received the 
Bachelor of Veterinary Science degree in 1872 and entered practice in Newark, NJ. He continued his 
advanced research at Cornell and in 1876 he was awarded the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree.
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This was the first DVM degree to be awarded in the United States of America.

Help us honor our graduates by nominating a Cornell graduate. Nominations are accepted throughout 
the year until May 1. Should a nominator wish to re-nominate an alumnus/a from the previous 
year, a revised nomination form must be completed for the candidate to be considered. The
recipient of the award is notified by September 1.

Submit your Nomination Online 

Paper Nomination

Nomination should not exceed 1000 words in total.

Nomination form and supporting materials must be postmarked and received by May 1, 2017 to be 
considered for 2017.

Previous Award Recipients

Click on name of recipient to read article

Year Received 

1986

Name

Arthur Gordon Danks* '33. Ellis Pierson Leonard* '34. Frederick O. Wriaht* '41

1987 John D. Murrav* '39

1989 Stephen J. Roberts* '38

1991 Robert E. Clark* '52

1994 Richard C. Grambow '57, Robert W. Kirk* '46, Richard A. Smith* '51

1996 Stanlev M. Aldrich* '50. Louis C. Schimoler* '47

1997 John J. Brennan '52

1998 Francis H. Fox "45

1999 Robert V. Mannina* '55

2000 Robert E. Lynk '61, Harold W. Zweighaft* '56

2001 Robert B. Hillman '55

2002 John D. Shumwav '56

2003 Georae W. Abbott* '45

2004 Robert F. Kahrs '54

2008 Alexander de Lahunta '58

2009 Fredric W. Scott '62

2010 Stephen J. Ettinaer'64

2011 N. Joel Edwards '64
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2012 Jeanne A. Barsanti '74

2013 James F. Peddie '65

2014 Lila T Miller '77 (CALS '74)

2015 Paul D. Pion '83

2016 Robert R. Marshak '45

* - deceased
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Recalling Garrett as a 'force of nature with a stunning smile'
By Blaine Friedlander

EDITOR'S MOST MOST
PICKS EMAILED READ

At venerable Bailey Hall, 
where the walls echo a 
century of concerts and 
educational lectures, more 
than 1,000 Cornellians 
reflected on the life and 
legacy of President 
Elizabeth Garrett at a 
moving memorial 
gathering March 17.

Garrett died March 6 at age 
52 after battling colon 
cancer.

Robert Barker/University Photography
T , , President Elizabeth Garrett's photograph sits on an easel on the Bailey HallIn an hourlong ceremony

stage.
at the packed auditorium,
Robert S. Harrison 76, chairman of the Cornell University Board of Trustees, explained how 
Garrett first made an impression on him: “When she walked into the room, the energy level 
soared.”

Campus, community celebrate 
'Cornell 'TT Grateful Dead concert

Chemistry's Coates elected to 
National Academy of Sciences

Cornell CIS and Adobe 
collaboration creates Al photo tool

CURB enthusiasm: Undergrads 
show off research at forum

RELATED INFORMATION

Elizabeth Garrett: In Memoriam 

Memorial Gathering Program (PDF)

RELATED STORIES

Cornell Chronicle coverage: 
Remembering Elizabeth Garrett

For the initial interview with Cornell’s Presidential Search Committee, Harrison said, Garrett 
“turned the two hours of Q-and-A into a virtuoso demonstration of deep familiarity with Cornell.
... It felt like she was interviewing us -  a remarkably self-confident, substantive and impressive E  Facebook 

performance. We were all wowed.” Q  L|nked|n

Harrison recalled that when he offered Garrett the presidency, “Beth accepted the offer and *** Reddit

instantly became a proud Cornellian... She voraciously read books by Cornell faculty members ©  stumbieUpon 

... She regularly amazed everyone around her by how much she could pack into every single *  Twitter 

day.... True to style, she arrived in Ithaca completely prepared for the weather -  with a Canada | q +j | 0 
Goose coat.”

Printer-friendly version

Garrett was infectiously optimistic, Harrison said, recalling her saying she would beat the El send by email

cancer and be back soon. “Beth Garrett never gave up. She impacted all of us. She was a close Bookmark

friend and a remarkable human being -  destined for greatness -  whose life was cut tragically
STORY CONTACTS

Pausing, Harrison said, “This is an extraordinary loss for Cornell and for the world, but I believe 
that her energy and spirit will continue to guide us, from far above Cayuga’s waters. Farewell, 
Beth. We will miss you.”

Cornell Chronicle 

Blaine Friedlander 
607-254-8093 
bpf2@comell.edu

‘Beth breathed life into everything around her’

Bailey Hall’s stage was simply adorned with Garrett’s photograph on an easel, a lectern, plants 
and choral group risers.

Media Contact
Melissa Osgood
607-255-2059
mmo59@cornell.edu
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Among those attending the 
memorial were Garrett’s 
husband, Andrei Marmor, 
Cornell’s Jacob Gould 
Schurman Professor of 
Philosophy and Law; Laura 
Gruntmeir, her sister; New 
York State Lt. Gov.
Kathleen C. Hochul;
Cornell President Emeritus 
Hunter Rawlings; Harold 
Tanner, chairman 
emeritus of the board of 
trustees; and Kent Fuchs, 
president of the University 
of Florida and former 
Cornell provost.

Recalling Garrett as a 'force of nature with a stunning smile' | Cornell Chronicle

Robert Barker/University Photography
Provost and Acting President Michael Kotlikoff speaks at the memorial 
gathering for President Elizabeth Garrett.

The Cornell University 
Chorus began the 
afternoon’s program with 
“The Road Home,” a 
solemn, modern, stirring 
piece, followed by readings 
from Garrett’s speeches 
and messages by the 
leaders of Cornell’s shared 
governance groups, and 
personal reflections.

The Glee Club performs "Amazing Grace."
Robert Barker/University Photography

Graduate student trustee 
Annie O’Toole, J.D. 16, a 
member of the Presidential 
Search Committee, spoke 
of Garrett’s lasting influence. “Her example reminds me that the greatest success is found when 
one follows one’s passions. Beth was driven. She may be the hardest working person I’ve ever 
met,” she said. “To me she was always the most prepared, the most engaged, most enthusiastic 
person in every room. She inspired me to put forth my best effort in every endeavor.”

Mark Weinberger, global chairman and CEO of EY, a longtime friend, said: “There are some 
people in this world that suck oxygen out of a room when they enter it. And there are some that 
breathe life into it. And Beth breathed life into everything around her.”

Weinberger described Garrett as brilliant, fearless, tenacious, passionate, kind, a role model and 
friend, whose “path led from Oklahoma City to the halls of the U.S. Supreme Court, from the 
United States Senate to the roles of the highest levels of government, academia and public policy. 
And it led her to become an educator and inspire students around the world. Teaching was 
really Beth’s DNA.”

Remarking on Garrett’s energetic personality, Weinberger said: “Beth always seemed to be in a 
hurry. People always marveled at how tireless she was, how she worked while others were 
sleeping.... But it wasn’t just her incredible energy that made Beth amazing, it was what she did 
with i t . ... Beth so wanted to make a difference in this world, to have a lasting impact on others. 
And only now in hindsight do I realize why Beth was in such a hurry to do it. She somehow 
knew things in advance that others didn’t. In her way-too-short life, Beth Garrett made an 
indelible difference on so many lives.”

‘A great road ahead’
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Dr. Orli R. Etingin, 
professor of clinical 
medicine at Weill Cornell 
Medicine, attended Garrett 
during her illness.

Etingin spoke about how 
Garrett was “an awesome 
woman, a scholar, a true 
leader and a visionary.” But 
she was also down-to- 
earth and liked ordinary 
things, such as ice cream 
and watching the 
television show “Scandal.”

Throughout her treatment,
Garrett kept her upbeat manner. “On the day she went home from the hospital, after five weeks, 
which turned out to be her last day, I asked Beth what she wanted to do most when she got 
home,” Etingin said. “Would she want to sit in her sunny spot in the living room or do something 
special? And she replied to me, she wanted to do her taxes,” as the audience gave an appreciative 
laugh. “And she said with her great dazzling, big grin, ‘Orli, you’ve forgotten, I’m a tax attorney.’”

Robert Barker/University Photography
Cornellians attend a reception on Bailey Plaza.

Etingin concluded: “On that last night when Beth and Andrei knew it was the end, I came to their 
home to help her out of the pain. And she pulled me close and gave me a message to give all of 
you in the Cornell community. She said, ‘Please, Orli, please, tell them, be sure to tell them that I 
think they’re great, that there are important things in store for them. I am so proud of everyone, 
and I know that they’ll be fine. There’s a great road ahead for Cornell.’”

‘Affirm Beth’s aspirations’

Michael Kotlikoff, provost 
and acting president, said:
“Beth’s decisiveness and her 
high standards, combined 
with her professional 
achievements and her bold 
vision for Cornell, 
convinced me to say yes 
when I joined her in Day 
Hall. With her infectious 
enthusiasm and stunning smile, this connected and savvy Oklahoman was a great, great fit for 
Cornell -  the down-to-earth and democratic Ivy. We quickly formed a special bond.... Very 
shortly we were finishing each other’s sentences.”

^  4 )  0:00 / 57:14 <  © #

He continued: “We are grateful for what she accomplished, humbled by her courage, moved and 
motivated by her vision. Let us remember her by the ways in which she touched us: That 
stunning smile and that passion for scholarship, for the academy. Let us affirm Beth’s 
aspirations for Cornell and honor her by our commitment to them.”

The Glee Club performed “Amazing Grace” and then was joined by the Cornell Chorus for the 
singing of the alma mater.

About the Office Contact Us Cornell Chronicle • 312 College Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 • 607-255-4206 )2017
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College construction update
Phase one of the preclinical class expansion construction is now complete! Students, faculty, and 
staff are already using the brand-new locker rooms as well as state-of the-art simulation labs. Classes 
and meetings are being held in spacious tutorial and meeting rooms along the polished, yellow-hued 
E-wing of in Schurman Hall. Each room is equipped with a large touch-screen whiteboard allowing 
users to annotate on screen images or navigate a website with just a finger. Wireless display 
capabilities are also available, giving users the ability to share and project their devices’ screen to the 
touch-screen whiteboard to enable better collaboration.
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Phase two has now begun; 
the old atrium and library 
are completely walled off 
and demolition of these 
spaces is underway.
Construction for the new 
library wing continues as 
scheduled. Preparations are 
being made to dismantle 
and remove the old glass 

wall of the veterinary research tower (VRT), which will be replaced by a more energy efficient fagade 
comprised of reflective glass and shade devices to help mitigate heat glare. Additionally, the new 
Community Practice Service building is currently in design, with construction targeted to begin in mid- 
October 2016. Project completion and occupancy is targeted for November 2017.

Unsurprisingly, the College continues to see changes in circulation and entrances, sending faculty, 
students and staff along circuitous routes to get to their destinations (“All part of our new wellness 
initiative,” jokes Director of Facilities Capital Projects Wayne Davenport.)
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Two women faculty receive inaugural Schwartz awards
By Krishna Ramanujan

Two researchers have 
received inaugural awards 
from the Schwartz 
Research Fund for Women 
in the Life Sciences, 
endowed by Joan Poyner 
Schwartz ’65 and Ronald H.
Schwartz ’65. Ron and 
Joan Schwartz each had 
long careers at the National 
Institutes of Health and are 
retired.

Natasza Kurpios, assistant 
professor of molecular 
medicine in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, and 
Susan Daniel, associate 
professor of chemical and 
biomolecular engineering 
in the College of Engineering, each received $12,500 as part of the new annual award that 
supports women life scientists engaged in innovative research.

“Throughout their careers, both Joan and Ron Schwartz have been interested in supporting 
women in science who are taking risks,” said Yael Levitte, associate vice provost for faculty 
development.

Kurpios’ lab uses chicken and mouse embryos as a model to study the mechanisms that direct 
the formation of organs during embryonic development, and birth defects. Specifically, Kurpios 
seeks to understand how information received from cell signaling is integrated ultimately to 
determine distinct cellular behaviors and cell shape during development.

Kurpios received a doctorate in biochemistry and molecular genetics from McMaster University 
in Canada in 2005. She did postdoctoral research in the Department of Genetics at Harvard 
Medical School and joined the Cornell faculty in 2009.

Daniel’s research focuses on understanding phenomena at biological interfaces and chemically 
patterned surfaces that interact with soft matter -  liquids; polymers; and biological materials, 
like cells, viruses, proteins and lipids. In particular, her group investigates virus-cell membrane 
fusion and the impact of cell membrane properties on virus entry and the emergence of new 
human pathogens.

Jason Koski/University Photography
Joan Poyner Schwartz '65 and Ronald Schwartz '65, center, with the 2016 
recipients of the Schwartz Research Fund for Women in the Life Sciences 
awards: Susan Daniel, associate professor of chemical and biomolecular 
engineering, left, and Natasza Kurpios, assistant professor of molecular 
medicine.

Daniel received her doctorate in chemical engineering from Lehigh University. After a 
postdoctoral position at Texas A&M University in 2005, she joined Cornell’s faculty in 2007.
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“The academic selection committee felt that the research conducted by the applicants is exciting 
and innovative. Reviewers noted that almost any applicant was deserving of the funds. The 
competition was fierce” Levitte said of the 23 applicants.

About the Office Contact Us Cornell Chronicle • 312 College Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 • 607-255-4206 >2017
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College celebrates 50th annual Open House
2016 marked the 50th anniversary of the beloved College Open House. Record crowds braved the construction as 
student volunteers helped showcase the excitement and excellence of the veterinary profession and curriculum.

Beloved exhibits such as the Guiding Eyes Puppies and the Milk a Cow station were a hit as always, 
while new attractions such as meet-and-greet the IVF puppies and Social Media Stations were ,met 
with enthusiasm from guests both young and old.
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Check out the photo album below to see more fun-filled moments from this year's Open House: 

http://bit. lv/CornellVetOpenHouse2016
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Alumni Profile: Q&A with Dr. Michelle Vitulli '91
We chatted with Dr. Michelle Vitulli ’91, founder and owner of Carina Hands Animal Hospitals, on her 
experiences with Cornell, her career, and controlling one's destiny.

Which professional achievement are you most proud and why?
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My biggest pride and joy is getting to say I’m 
a veterinarian, and that I’m always working 
towards helping animals and their owners. I 
love the relationship we have with our clients 
and their pets, being part of their family 
experience, and helping them through the 
different life stages of pet ownership. I really 
enjoy that day-to-day connection with clients.

My second biggest source of pride is having 
eight practices with 150+ employees, and 35 
veterinarians. Truly I feel blessed to have 
experienced growing Caring Hands over the 
past 19 years.

What were your most memorable 
experiences at Cornell’s Vet College?

I always enjoyed the large animal experiences, even though I knew I wanted to be a small animal 
practitioner, I still loved working on the dairy farm, rounding up the sheep, getting work on the horses 
—I knew I had had the rest of my life to work on small animals, so I really enjoyed that well-rounded 
education. I also loved anatomy—that left a memorable impression, particularly rounds with Dr. de 
Lahunta.

As practice owner, what are some of the challenges that comes with that path?

Knowing how to get started. Getting from “where I am” to “where I want to be” is tough. Specifically, 
finding a location and getting a loan can be the toughest part.

In terms of location, you need to have a realistic understanding of the demographics of where you’re 
going to be. No matter how great an experience you create for your clients, it still matters how 
populated the region is, and what other hospitals are around as competition. You need to be very 
practical with numbers and data. Also, it’s important to consider partnerships, because having a 
partner can really help ease the burden of practice ownership—doing it alone might make it a lot more 
challenging.

In terms of loans, banks often view practices as lower risk, particularly if you are purchasing an 
existing practice. Aspiring practice owners should look into existing practices and talk with the owners 
about these kinds of opportunities.

What are some of the benefits of being a practice owner?

I view veterinary medicine as having a seven-to-ten year learning period, during which you’re really 
learning how to be a good doctor. That period is very rewarding, but once it’s over, you may feel a little 
stagnant. When you’re a practice owner, there’s a new challenge to build a team and to see a 
practice grow. Coaching and mentoring younger associates as they grow into their own careers can 
be extremely fulfilling.

Financially, you have a lot more opportunity to build upon your personal wealth and to have control of 
your destiny on how much you want to work. You don’t necessarily have to work 60 hours a week to 
be a successful practice owner—you can develop that success through being a good leader, by 
fostering a good reputation in the community, and building up your practice that way.
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White Coat Ceremony held on new date

On March 19, the Class of 2017 took to the stage at Bailey Hall for the rite of passage that symbols 
the professionalism and empathy in the practice of medicine. This year, the White Coat Ceremony 
was held a full three months later than its traditional December date.
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In past years, third year students commenced 
their clinical training on a staggered schedule 
with half the class entering clinics in January 
and the remainder in March. “With a change in 
the curricular footprint, the entire class now 

enters the clinical training portion of the curriculum together in March,” explains Dr. Jai Sweet, director 
of student services and multicultural affairs. “Hence the decision was made to move the White Coat 
Ceremony to March to coincide more closely with entry into clinics.”

This year’s ceremony featured two keyonte speakers, Dr. Susan Wylegala, ’88, owner of 
Cheektowaga Veterinary hospital, and Dr. Michael Kotlikoff, provost and acting president of Cornell 
University. In addition, Dr. Susan Ackermann, ’86, vice president of the Alumni Association and Dr. 
Jerry Bertoldo 77, at-large member of the Executive Board offered their remarks to the class on 
behalf of the Alumni Association.
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As part of the ceremony, students were coated by a professional mentor of their choosing. Many 
College faculty, including Dr. Paul Maza, Jarra Jagne, Elizabeth Berliner, Noha Abou-Madi, James 
Morrissey, Kathy Earnest-Koons and Carolyn McDaniel helped to proudly place the white jacket on 
the third-year students.

As part of the occasion, the winner of the John F. Cummings Memorial award was also announced. 
Cara Rosenbaum ’17 received the award, which was established by the Classes of 1997, 1998, 1999, 
and 2000 to be given to a member of the third-year class. Students in any of the four veterinary 
classes can nominate a member of the third year class for the honor, and finalist is then chosen by a
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faculty committee from among those students nominated.
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Sophie Liu'17 named 2015-2016 Westminster Scholar

Sophie Liu ’17 is the 2015-16 Westminster Kennel Club (WKC) Foundation Scholar from Cornell. The 
$15,000 scholarship includes an all-expenses-paid trip to the 2016 Westminster Kennel Club annual 
dog show. Since 1990, the WKC Foundation has awarded $1.43 million in a total of 145 veterinary
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school scholarships to eligible veterinary students. For Liu, attending the famous dog show was, “a 
dream come true... it was an experience I'll never forget.”

Hailing from Oakland, Calif., with a 
special interest in behavior and 
canine medicine as well as a 
passion for education, Liu plans to 
become board-certified in behavior 
medicine after a few years in private 

. “I think there's enormous 
opportunity to improve our 
community by raising awareness of 
and addressing behavior issues, as 

ell as crafting highly skilled 
working animals,” she says. “At the 
end of the day, I believe that every 
animal is tied to human society by 
its behavior, and every animal’s 
mental wellbeing guides its physical 

ellbeing. So, by emphasizing 
mental wellness, I hope to improve 
human-animal relationships through 
creative behavioral approaches.”

As a veterinary student, Liu has focused herself in canine sports medicine, canine cognition, genetics, 
training and behavior. She also participates in 4H activities teaching youth about dogs, coordinates 
speakers, and leads handling classes at Cornell. Liu holds leadership positions with the Animal 
Behavior Club, the Dog Sports Club, and VOICE (Veterinarians One in Culture and Ethnicity) and a 
member of SAVMA and AVSAB (Society of Animal Behavior).

Liu got news of the scholarship from her parents, who received the award letter. “They don’t speak 
English, so they didn't understand it and almost threw the letter away,” she says. Thankfully, my mom 
texted me a picture of the letter—I immediately called them to explain what it was. They were so 
happy, and I think that's what made everything worth it. It's a very humbling experience to be 
recognized for just doing things that you love, and I was so glad that my parents could share that joy 
with me. . . Receiving this award has been a great reminder that what we do matters, and it's a 
wonderful motivator to keep pushing to do the best thing.”
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