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The votes are counted. Meet your Alumni Association 
Executive Board Members
Dr. Elizabeth Berliner received her BA from Union College in Schenectady, NY, in 1991, and her 
DVM from Cornell University in 2003. She worked in private practice and in animal shelters before 
returning to the College in January of 2010 as the Director of Clinical Programs in Shelter Medicine. 
She also serves as a consulting field services veterinarian to the Rural Area Veterinary Services 
(RAVS) Program, training veterinary students in companion animal field medicine, including 
spay/neuter. She resides in Brooktondale, NY.
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Dr. Karyn Havas
graduated from Mary 
Washington College in 
2001, Cornell University 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 2005, and 
joined the US Army 
Veterinary Corps. She has 
since earned her PhD in 

epidemiology at Colorado State University. Currently, 
she works at the US Army Public Health Command, 
Disease Epidemiology Program as a Veterinary 
epidemiologist at the rank of Major.

r Dr. Mark Helfat graduated with a BA from Wesleyan University in 1973 and
^with a DVM from Cornell University in 1977. After working two years at a 

mixed practice in Amsterdam, NY, he joined Bryan Animal Hospital in 
Mount Holly, NY, in 1979 and purchased the practice two years later. In 
1995 he founded Larchmont Animal Hospital in Mt. Laurel where he 
currently works full time in mixed practice. Dr. Helfat has held numerous 
positions and with the N JVMA and South Jersey VMA. He has been a 
continuous member of AVMA since 1977, serving as one of the New Jersey 

Relegates to the AVMA House of delegates since 2002. In 2003, he was 
lelected to the AVMA House Advisory Committee and served seven years. 
|He served one year on the AVMA Executive Board during his service as 
|Chair of the AVMA House Advisory Committee and participated twice in the 
WMA Executive budget review process. Dr. Helfat has chaired all seven of 

|the AVMA House of Delegates Reference Committees. At the July 20,
2011, Executive Board meeting of the AVMA, Dr. Helfat began his six-year term as the new District II 
director. District II represents the interests of 9,700 veterinarians from Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the District of Columbia. He has received numerous awards 
including the NJVMA President’s Award twice, the NJVMA Service Award, the South Jersey 
Veterinarian of the Year Award, the Friend of 4-H Award, and the AVMA Certificate of Appreciation on 
three occasions. Dr. Helfat lives in Lumberton, NJ, with his wife, Mendy, and numerous dogs, cats, 
rabbits, and chickens. In his free moments, he plays golf.
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Dr. Thomas Munschauer is a native of Buffalo, NY. He graduated from the University of Vermont in 
1975 and the College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell 
in 1979. He practiced in Western New York and New 
York City before settling in Middlebury, VT, in 1986. He 
owns an AAHA-certified small animal hospital in 
Middlebury. Outside interests include downhill (real) 
skiing, swimming with the Middlebury Muffintops 
masters swim team, and Yoga (for mind and body- 
Nameste).

Dr. Mari Morimoto, a woman of many hats, is a big-city veterinarian by 
day, freelance manga translator by night, and panelist and interpreter at 
several northeast anime conventions and other local events throughout the 
year. Born in Japan but raised in New York City, she completed both her 
undergraduate (A&S 1996)and veterinary degrees (2001) at Cornell 
University before returning to the Big Apple. After spending her first year at 
St. Marks Veterinary Hospital, Dr. Morimoto decided to go per diem so she 
could also continue pursuing her other career translating Japanese comic 
books into English, as well as volunteer with various community and 
professional organizations (she often laughingly states that she has been 
published, just not in any scientific journal). She is also a Member-At-Large 
of the Executive Board of the Veterinary Medical Association of New York 
City.

Dr. Maritza Perez-Bruno was born and raised in San Juan, PR, and 
graduated from Cornell's College of Veterinary Medicine in 1987. A year later 
she married her classmate Dr. Donald J. Bruno and settled in northern NJ. 
For 20 + years she has worked at West Orange Animal Hospital and became 
owner of the practice with Dr. Bruno in 2003. As a veterinarian, her specialty 
is soft tissue surgery in addition to serving as the practice general manager. 
She has three children: Matthew, Ashleigh (who is Pre-Vet at Rutgers 
University), and Christopher and enjoys family trips skiing/snowboarding and 
to their vacation home at the Jersey Shore. In the future she hopes to turn 
the practice over to her daughter and to be a full-time sun worshipper.
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Cardiologist earns Alumni Association's highest honor
N. Joel Edwards ’64 will be recognized with the Daniel Elmer Salmon Award for Distinguished Alumni 
Service, given annually by the Alumni Association of the College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell 
University. To be presented at the New York State Veterinary Conference, on October 1,2011, the 
award recognizes and honors Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine graduates who have 
distinguished themselves in service to the profession, their communities, or to the College. Read Dr. 
Edwards' acceptance speech.
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The award is named in honor of Cornell's first DVM graduate, who is 
remembered for his pioneering work in controlling contagious animal 
diseases in the early 20th century. D.E. Salmon was one of Dr. James 
Law's first students when Cornell University opened its doors in 1868. He 
received the Bachelor of Veterinary Science degree from Cornell in 1872, 
and he was awarded the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree in 1876, 
the first DVM degree to be awarded in the United States of America. Dr. 
Salmon’s contributions to veterinary medicine and human medicine were 
numerous and significant, including private practice, government service, 
foreign service, food inspection, and identifying significant bacterial 
diseases, including salmonella.

A  native New Yorker, Dr. Edwards is an honor roll member of the AVMA, a 
|life member of the New York State Veterinary Medical Society, a 

distinguished life member of the Capital District Veterinary Medical Society, and serves on its 
Continuing Education Committee. He is one of the co-founders of the John W. Whitefield Memorial 
Scholarship fund, and is a loyal college supporter -  both financially and as a former lecturer. A 
boarded veterinary cardiologist, he is active with a long list of organizations, including the American 
College of Veterinary Internal Medicine and helped to establish both the American Board of Veterinary 
Practitioners, and the Capital District Animal Emergency Clinic.

Dr. Edwards began his veterinary career at a mixed animal practice in Vermont, where he treated 
mostly dairy cattle. After serving in Viet Nam where he was awarded the Bronze Star for his service, 
he returned to practice small animal medicine in Manhasset, N.Y., where he began nurturing his 
interest in cardiology. Following 10 years in general small animal practice in Latham, N.Y., and with 
ACVIM diplomate status in cardiology earned in 1978, Dr. Edwards opened a specialty referral 
practice and has spent more than three decades diagnosing and treating cardiac conditions.

“I was able to follow my interest and passion in cardiology because of the support I received from my 
mentors,” said Dr. Edwards. “Their help was pivotal in getting me to the position where I could qualify 
for the exams. Without the love and support of people around you and the devotion of your mentors, 
you really can’t do much on your own. I continually try to repay my mentors’ devotion by helping 
colleagues and students whenever I can.”
Today, although he is officially retired, he continues to provide computer-based services to 
veterinarians internationally as a consultant for the Veterinary Information Network.

“Really, though, I’m enjoying having no schedule, the chance to play with my children and 
grandchildren, and the opportunity to share life’s journey with the woman I am married to,” said Dr. 
Edwards. “We are best friends.”

Dr. Edwards has three children, five grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. He enjoys golf, 
traveling, yardwork, gardening, woodworking, and is an active volunteer and founding member of 
Community Caregivers Inc., a non-profit organization that helps people remain in their own homes for 
as long as possible, avoiding or delaying institutional care.

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/edwards_salmon.cfm 2/2

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/edwards_salmon.cfm


5/10/2017 goldLEED

• Home
• About
• Admissions
• Academics
• Research
• Outreach
• Hospitals
• Diagnostic Center
• Giving

College News

• College Overview
• Facts and Figures
• College Leadership
• Publications
• Events
• Current News
• Archived Releases: 2014
• Archived Releases: 2013
• Archived Releases: 2012
• Archived Releases: 2011
• Archived Releases: 2010
• Archived Releases: 2009
• Archived Releases: 2008
• Archived Releases: pre-2008

cudnev > orsini > arrison > From the Office of Alumni Affairs > index NovB > goldLEED

Earning the gold
From its mission to the state-of-the-art structure 
that houses it, the Animal Health Diagnostic 
Center is committed to sustaining the health and 
well-being of animals, people, and the 
environment. This dedication was recently 
acknowledged with a “gold” certification of the 
New York State Veterinary Diagnostic
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Pictured, from left: Dean Michael Kotlikoff, Matthew 
D. Kozlowski from Cornell's Facilities office, Dr. 
Bruce Akey, and Dr. Alfonso Torres

commitment to reducing its environmental impact.”

goldLEED

Laboratory by the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building 
Rating System, as judged by the U.S. Green 
Building Council.

In a brief presentation ceremony at the 
Laboratory, Dr. Bruce Akey expressed his 
appreciation for the outstanding teamwork 
during the planning and construction phases of 
the 21st century-inspired building. “It’s nice to 
come to work knowing that we’re doing all we 
can to be good stewards of the environment,” 
said Akey, who is the Assistant Dean for 
Diagnostic Operations. “In addition to being able 
to work in an efficient, well-planned, and 
naturally lit environment, we have the pleasure 
of knowing that we’re being a good neighbor, 
contributing to the University’s overall

The gold designation recognizes efforts to control erosion and sedimentation; provide access to 
alternative transportation, including storage and changing rooms for bicyclists; and offer preferred 
parking for those driving low emitting/fuel efficient vehicles. In addition, superior indoor environmental 
quality options were installed; a storm water management plan and Green Building educational 
program have been developed; special roofing material was used to reflect heat, making the building’s 
temperature easier to regulate; and automatic lighting controls have been installed to turn off non- 
essential interior lighting during non-business hours and exterior lighting conforms to efficiency 
standards. Credits were also earned for efforts that

• used recycled and local materials for construction, as well as wood-based building materials that 
were harvested from Forestry Stewardship Council-certified forests

• restored more than 50% of the site area (totaling 85,915 SF) with native or adaptive species
• reduced potable water use by 41 percent
• realized an energy cost savings of 18.3 percent thus far
• diverted 2,419.81 tons of construction waste from landfills, which is more than 83 percent of on

site waste generated

Ground was broken in May 2008 for the $70 million, 125,000 square-foot, facility built with a $50 
million State allocation through the Empire State Development Corporation, along with $20 million 
from Cornell and other sources. Now open for just over a year, the New York State Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory, a partnership with the New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets, 
houses the Animal Health Diagnostic Center, the only full-service multidisciplinary animal disease 
diagnostic facility in the Northeast. Each year, the facility receives over 300,000 samples and 
conducts more than 1 million tests.
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Studies show how unchecked alarms and undiscerning 
defenders spark autoimmune disease
To protect the peace you need to know how to identify the enemy or dangerous misunderstandings 
can arise. Over 50 million Americans suffer from autoimmune diseases and the attacks they spark 
from the body’s own defenses. Dr. Cynthia Leifer, immunologist at the Cornell University College of 
Veterinary Medicine, studies the checks and balances keeping our immune defenses from spinning 
out of control. Her latest paper in the August 2011 issue of the European Journal of Immunology adds
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to a growing map of how these mechanisms can work or fail, 
illuminating possible pathways for therapies to counter autoimmune 
disease.

Your immune system has two kinds of troops: the adaptive immune 
system’s specialized intelligence forces and the innate immune 
infantry fighting first on the front lines. While adaptive T-cells and B- 
cells run background checks to identify specific invaders and devise 
specially-tailored attacks, the quicker innate immune cells begin the 
defense based on more general intruder recognition.

“Innate immune cells have an internal watchdog called ‘Toll-Like 
Receptor 9’ (TLR-9) that set off the alarm whenever it encounters 
DNA,” said Leifer. “Our paper describes a novel regulatory 
mechanism that keeps TLR-9 from responding to a person’s own 

DNA and initiating autoimmunity. The receptor undergoes proteolytic cleavage, a protein-chopping 
process that separates the part of TLR-9 that binds to DNA from the part that signals the immune cell 
to respond.”

Proteolytic cleveage happens more in normal cells than in infected cells, keeping the alarms quiet 
when there is no infection to fight.
“By cutting the connection and preventing these signals we are protected from dangerous 
inflammatory responses.” said Leifer. “Therefore, we believe this may be a key regulatory mechanism 
that could fail in autoimmune disease patients, and a potential path for therapies designed to help 
quiet those alarms.”

This finding is the latest in a series from Leifer’s 
lab mapping how TLR-9 works and how it might 
fail in autoimmune disorders. Their first pivotal 
discovery, published in the Journal of 
Immunology in 2004, showed how defective 
receptors mistake self-cells for intruders when 
exposed to the self’s DNA. Such glitches have 
been implicated in autoimmune diseases 
involving numerous DNA-hunting antibodies, 
including rheumatoid arthritis and systemic lupus 
erythematosus (lupus), a painful and sometimes 
fatal chronic disorder that causes vivid rashes 
and affects as many as 1.5 million Americans.

“Innate immune cells can determine whether a cell is a virus, bacterium, or protozoan, or part of the 
self,” said Leifer. “They use receptors that recognize generic classifying patterns, but sometimes those 
patterns exist in both microbes and your own cells.”

So why don’t receptors responding to patterns shared by both sides normally attack the host?

“Despite depending on such a universal trigger as DNA, TLR-9 doesn’t usually react to the self,” said 
Leifer. “We are mapping the critical regulatory mechanisms preventing this and how they might fail in 
autoimmune disorders.”

While most cells keep their receptors on the cell surface, Leifer showed that innate immune cells 
prevent recognition errors by keeping TLR-9 indoors.
“An innate immune cell eats microbes it encounters by pulling them into an intracellular stomach 
where TLR-9 lives,” said Leifer. “Digestion releases the microbes’ DNA and the receptor triggers a 
response. If TLR-9 lived on the cell surface, any time your tissue was damaged its DNA could into the
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extracellular environment, reach the receptor, and trigger an immune response. So we keep these 
receptors inside where they only see DNA from microbes the immune cells consume.”

In a 2006 issue of the Journal of Biological Chemistry, Leifer described the protein sequences in TLR- 
9 that act as address labels guiding where the receptor ships within a cell. Her current work explores 
what happens when it gets lost in transit.

“We chop up and mutate the receptor to see what happens when defects deliver it wrongly,” said 
Leifer. “If TLR-9 goes to the cell surface and reacts to host DNA by inducing autoimmune symptoms, 
this may indicate which mechanisms and defects lead to lupus and similar diseases.”

This growing map of regulatory mechanisms guiding innate immune responses may help guide future 
therapies that could help immune systems distinguish between self and other and quiet overzealous 
responses to alleviate autoimmune attacks.
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Workin' for Peanuts
Written by Dr. Sally Ness

You just never know where your next smile may come from. Not a regular, everyday smile, but one 
that leaves your whole heart grinning too....

The New York State Fair. Twelve humid days of funnel cake and cotton candy, bloated goats and 
scouring calves. A vibrant landscape of family and friends all gathered together to soak up the last
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Iremaining drops of summer. For a Cornell veterinary resident like me, this two 
\week field trip is an annual reminder that veterinary medicine can, in fact, be 
practiced without the help of an MRI, EKG, or COP. I’m here to be served a 
hearty bite of the life of a country vet - with a side of kettle corn.

The call comes at around midnight -  a gruff voice breaths into the line, “I think 
we’ve got a sick cow in the dairy barn, can ya come an’ take a look?” 
Responding in well practiced routine, I slip coveralls over my pajamas, grab my 
keys and stethoscope, and steer the sputtering golf cart through the tents and 
arenas to the dairy barn. The concerts have long finished, the gates are now 
locked, and the swarms of meandering fair-goers have been replaced by the 

flurry of the late night cleaning crew. Working under the neon glow of the carnival lights, they furiously 
erase the remnants of the day in preparation for tomorrow.

Upon arrival at the dairy barn, I am surprised to find not a gruff man and a cow, but a 13-year-old boy 
and his 6-month-old heifer calf. His name is Matt. Her name is Peanuts. He looks stressed. She looks 
awful. Awfully dehydrated, that is. With eyes so sunken they practically touch inside her skull, she is 
the bovine version of a potato chip. Rumen is dry and hard. Heart rate is high. Not ideal. He reports 
that she had been a little colicky earlier after a 5 hours haul from home in the heat of the day. Doing 
his best to help her, he had given her banamine and polyflex, since that is what his dad does when his 
cows are a bit ‘off’ at home. He had also walked her -  for hours. Totally exhausted, she now stands 
with her head and her ears drooping, kicking at her belly just often enough to say that she hurts there, 
too. There is anxiety in his eyes when he says, “I did everything my dad does, but I think she’s gotten 
worse!” No kidding kid.

Step one: rehydrate. I tube her with water and electrolytes and am 
contemplating in which side to place the IV catheter when he pops the 
million dollar fair question: “Is Peanuts still going to be able to show 
tomorrow?” Crud. The obvious answer is no; the day is almost upon us 
and this calf is about as likely to make it into the show ring as a college 
kid is to finish a marathon after a week in Cancun. She needs rest -  
and fluids. With ‘No’ forming on my lips, I watch him gently stroke her 
ears and I am reminded of my own small town roots and childhood 
state fair experiences. This week was a big deal. A really big deal. So 
much time and hard work, so much of summer break went into 
preparing for the final horah that was the state fair. I decide to ride the 
fence: “Well, Matt, I don’t know. Let’s see what we can do.” Knowing 
an IV catheter would be a sure way to get the night supervisor’s 
attention -  and Matt’s name scratched from the entry lists tomorrow -  I 
head to the vet office to see what I’ve got. I survey my stash of 
supplies and return to the dairy barn packing a simplex, hypertonic 
saline and two 5 liter bags of fluids. By this time we have drawn a 
small late night crowd of concerned observers - similarly aged boys 
from Matt’s 4-H group - which is good because we are going to need 
their help. Matt holds Peanuts while I guide a 14 gauge needle into her 
jugular. One boy holds the bottle of hypertonic, another holds the 
fluids, still another holds a pocket knife. Two other boys, both a bit 
older, supervise. We give Peanuts most of the bottle of hypertonic, and 
then dump out the remainder. With me still manning my position at her 
neck, the boys cut the base off the bottle and then carefully pour in the 
fluid from a punctured bag. They work with absolute focus: pouring 
carefully to avoid spilling, lifting the bottle high above their heads, then 
bringing it back down for refilling just before it empties and lets air 
invade the line. Soon, we are finished. Soak it up, Peanuts. Now it is

Dr. Sally Ness is an internal 
medicine resident at the
Cornell University Equine and 
Nemo Farm Animal Hospital. 
She is a native Oregonian 
and graduate of Oregon State 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. Prior to 
her residency at Cornell, she 
completed an internship at 
Littleton Equine Medical 
Center in Colorado and was 
an ambulatory veterinarian in 
her rural Oregon hometown
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time to wait. We call it a night and agree to meet back first thing in the 
morning.

with her Golden Retriever, 
Tucker.

6am. Pulling up to the dairy barn through the early morning fog, there is already a steady flow of 
bovine traffic to and from the wash rack. The sounds of blow dryers and clippers resonate from inside. 
It’s show time. As I turn down Peanuts’ aisle, I say a little prayer under my breath. Please let her be 
better. Please don’t make me wreck this kid’s state fair. Please. I head toward her stall, but as I draw 
nearer, it is not Peanuts that I see first. It is Matt. He is sound asleep on a cot, with no blanket, less 
than a foot from his calf. He must have slept with her all night. He is out cold, one hand dangling 
limply in the hay at her side. Peanuts, on the other hand, pricks her ears and turns her head to greet 
me. She is happily chewing her cud. Eyes bright and no longer sunken. Water buckets half empty. 
Thank goodness. Matt’s class isn’t until 3pm, so I wake him just enough to tell him his calf is going to 
be okay to show before letting him drift back into exhausted slumber. His 4-H leader, who is by now 
aware of last night’s festivities - thanks to Matt’s comrades - walks by and mouths the words “thank 
you.”

I return at 11am to check on the pair. Matt, looking freshly pressed and ready for action, greets me 
with a smile. He is already fully dressed in his showmanship attire: boots polished and number neatly 
pinned to his front. I glance at my watch and smile; he still has 4 hours. Peanuts chews her cud 
contently and appears oblivious to the raucous she caused merely a few hours ago. I turn to go and 
Matt stops me. “Don’t I need to pay you?” he asks. I’m astounded that a 13-year-old kid would show 
such responsibility. I do have a bill in my pocket, a mere $37.00 thanks to special fair pricing, but I had 
planned on asking his 4-H club leader for his parents’ phone number and settling with them directly. 
When I offer my plan to him, he simply says, “No ma’am, I can pay for it,” and whips out a little wallet 
from his crisply starched Wrangler jeans. He counts out $37 in mostly fives and ones, and then hands 
them over decisively. “Do you have enough money for the rest of fair? For food?” I ask. “Yes, ma’am, I 
have lots.” He begins brushing the already immaculate Peanuts and says, “Ya know, I think she just 
wanted some extra attention!”

Four hours and a blue showmanship ribbon later, all was well again in the dairy barn. As I sat in the 
stands watching Matt’s class, I couldn’t help but grin and once again be reminded that we vets are so 
fortunate to do what we do. In an unlikely place at an unlikable time, I bumped into a boy and a calf 
that left my heart feeling full and made my day, my week, and probably much, much, more - all by just 
doing my job. There’s a reason we don’t do this for the money -  our return is cash for the soul. I’ll take 
that any day of the week and twice on Sunday.
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When nature needs a little help ...
For nearly six years, Buddy was an active, healthy ferret. But when the ultimate power outage 
occurred -  the natural electrical system in his heart stopped functioning properly -  his heart rate 
dropped to a life threatening condition and owner Tara Fish looked to experts at the Cornell University 
Hospital for Animals for a man-made cadence.

Drs. Jamie Morrisey and Ricardo DeMatos, from the Exotics Service, and Dr. Marc Kraus from the 
Cardiology team, diagnosed the three-pound family pet with a third-degree heart block. Considered to
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be a complete obstruction, Buddy’s failing heart was responsible 
for the once spry ferret’s current difficulty completing simple tasks, 
like walking and breathing. Effectively, Buddy’s heart was beating 
at only 30 percent of what it usually would, making it difficult for 
Buddy’s brain and organs to get the blood and oxygen needed for 
optimal functioning.

“It happened so suddenly,” said Fish, who is a lab technician with 
the USDA. “He was playing as he usually did, and collapsed 
without warning. He was breathing very fast, so I knew something 
was wrong.”

With the initial diagnosis, medical and surgical treatment options 
were discussed with the owner. Considering the high risk of 
pacemaker implantation and novelty of the procedure in the 

species, the team and Fish decided to treat medically, administering medicine and observing. For a 
few months, Buddy’s heart rate was manageable and he was holding his own, according to Fish, but 
then, just as unexpectedly, the sable bundle of fur took a turn for the worse and surgery was 
scheduled. A team of veterinarians, including exotics specialists, cardiologists, and surgeons worked 
together to implant a pacemaker that was originally designed for a human and is the size of a silver 
dollar.

“The first 24 hours after the surgery were a bit rough, but Buddy is a fighter,” said Fish, who was able 
to visit him in the recovery area and took him home to his sister, Bella, two days later. “There were 
definite risks involved, and I knew it could have gone either way.” Buddy loves his life, so I decided to 
give him that chance. Who wouldn’t do that for someone they love?”

Fish has seen the wire from the pacemaker that is directly linked to Buddy’s heart and the generator in 
his belly on the x-rays. Listening to his heart beat with her stethoscope -  something she does 
regularly -  is the ultimate reassurance, though.

“I’m thankful that there are people who realize life-saving surgeries and treatments should not just be 
for people,” said Fish. “I will continue to do whatever I can for both of my ferrets. They’re my babies”

Indeed, this wasn’t Buddy’s first surgery with Cornell. In July of 
2010, he had an adrenal gland and his spleen removed. Currently,
Buddy’s sister is undergoing chemotherapy treatment for intestinal 
lymphoma. Bella was first diagnosed in June of this year, after 
emergency surgery for an intestinal rupture and peritonitis. So far 
she is doing quite well.

“It’s been quite an emotional roller coaster over the last year or so, 
and I have had to make some very difficult decisions for Buddy and 
Bella, but I am so thankful for the caring, and professional staff at 
the Cornell University Hospital for Animals, especially the Exotics 
department; they been very helpful, for sure,” said Fish.

Some people might ask: Why ferrets? The answer comes easily to 
Fish: “They have taught me so much, and they bring a level of 
quality and joy to my life. Their heartwarming personalities are amazing. It doesn’t matter what kind of 
day I’m having, as soon as I see their curious, bright eyed, little faces, it makes me smile. They really 
do leave tiny pawprints on your heart.”
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Christopher Byron ’98 joins AVMA editorial staff
In September 2011 Dr. Christopher R. Byron BS ’94, DVM ’98 was appointed assistant editor for the 
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA) and the American Journal of 
Veterinary Research (AJVR), premier veterinary science journals published by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association.

“Throughout my education at Cornell, and during my career as a surgeon, researcher, and veterinary 
educator, I have been interested in the science of veterinary medicine,” said Byron. “My new role as
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an assistant editor for the JAVMA and the AJVR fits well with this interest, 
and will be a natural complement to my prior experiences. The AVMA 
journals are important vehicles for scientific communications, and I am 
looking forward to serving the veterinary profession in this new capacity.”

Byron’s appointment is the latest in a string of varied professional 
experiences as a young equine surgeon. After earning both his 
undergraduate and veterinary degrees at Cornell University, Byron 

led at the Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital in Lexington, KY. He 
completed an equine surgery residency and master’s degree 

[program at Michigan State University, becoming a board-certified 
diplomat of the American College of Veterinary Surgeons (ACVS) in 2003 
on whose Resident Credentials Committee he now serves.

As an Assistant Professor of Equine Surgery at the University of Illinois 
for six years, Byron taught veterinary students and residents, practiced clinical equine medicine, and 
headed a research team publishing papers about shock wave therapy and equine joint disease, 
including several in JAVMA and AJVR. He then joined the staff of the Ruffian Equine Medical Center, 
a private equine referral center in Elmont, NY, where he practiced equine surgery until March 2011.

Experience on the review board of the ACVS Veterinary Surgery journal prepared him for his full-time 
position in Schaumburg, IL. As assistant editor for AVMA’s publications, he will read and review article 
submissions and prepare them for release to JAVMA and AJVR’s subscribers, informing the 
veterinary community about the latest developments in veterinary science and clinical innovations.
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Peter Ostrum ’84 highlighted in new online show documenting 
work of farm animal veterinarians

Modern American livestock farmers face 
two emerging challenges: an increasing 
shortage of large-animal veterinarians, and 
dimming public understanding of what
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happens with food before it hits the fork. A 
new reality documentary series called 
Veterinarians on Call seeks to bridge these 
gaps by offering online viewers a candid 
look into the work of real livestock 
veterinarians, raising awareness of the care 
that goes into responsible livestock farming 
in the US.

As part of its efforts to support the 
veterinary and animal health industry, 
pharmaceutical company Pfizer funded the 
show’s production. Currently seven short 
‘webisodes’ are available through the 
show’s Youtube Channel. Each episode 
follows one of several livestock 
veterinarians selected from various states 
and specialties who have volunteered to be 
filmed in their day-to-day work behind the 
scenes caring for food-production animals.

Cattle veterinarian Dr. Peter Ostrum ’84 
features prominently in the series. Ostrum 
had an early start onstage playing the role 
of Charlie in the classic film Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate Factory (1971). 
Preferring farms to fame, he left acting to 
earn his DVM from Cornell and now works 
at a mixed animal practice in upstate New 
York, which he co-owns with three other 
Cornell alumni.

"I got a call from a friend and fellow alum,
Dr. Roger Saltman ’81, who works at Pfizer, 
and asked me if I’d be willing to 
participate,” said Ostrum. "The crew 
shadowed me throughout my normal 
workday and during emergency calls on 
dairy farms. When we discussed cases on 
camera I tried to explain what I’m doing for 
someone who’d never been on a farm.”

The show highlights how veterinary care 
plays into the key concepts of animal 
welfare and food safety, and reveals 
aspects of the job Ostrum says people 
wouldn’t normally think of.

"This job is not just treating sick cows. A lot 
of it is education; we spend a lot of time 
with people, training the farm workers who 
work with these animals every day and are 
usually the ones making decisions about 
treatment,” said Ostrum.
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"Growing up, most of my peers were raised 
on farms. Now that more people live in 
cities and suburbs, fewer and fewer people 
understand what agriculture involves. I’m 
doing this to encourage aspiring 
veterinarians to consider large animal 
medicine, and also to try to help people 
reconnect with their food sources and shed 
some light on what’s going on in the 
farming sector.”
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Cornell Healthy Pet Clinic in the Bronx
Thank you to all who participated in the 2011 Cornell Healthy Pet Clinic in the Bronx that was held on 
October 8, 2011. The faculty and students at the College of Veterinary Medicine expect to bring the 
clinic to Brooklyn in May of 2012. Please check back in early 2012 for more information. For now, we 
hope you enjoy these pictures from the event held on October 8.
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Preventive veterinary care for pets can be expensive. With that in mind, students, alumni, and faculty 
from Cornell University's College of Veterinary Medicine invite pet owners who are struggling 
financially to the first-ever Cornell Healthy Pet Clinic in the Bronx.

October 8, 2011

8:00 a.m. to noon for Cats

2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for Dogs

YMCA in the Bronx (2 Castle Hill Avenue)

Use aooale maps to find the Y
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Pet owners are asked to enter the building through the side entrance fence. Pet visits will cost owners 
$20 per pet, and all proceeds will go to the YMCA. Owners will be required to present proof of 
rabies vaccination for all adult dogs and cats (animals over the age of four months).

Although walk-ins will be accommodated as possible, pet owners are 
strongly encouraged to make appointments. Call 347-620-4738 (347- 
620-4PET) or send an email message to cuhealthvpetclinic@amail.com 
with times you are available. Please list the widest possible window of 
time to increase your likelihood of getting an appointment. Your 
appointment will be confirmed with a return email or call. If you don't hear 
back within 48 hours, please contact us again.

Healthy pet visits will include the following:

• Full physical exam
• Heartworm testing (dogs)
• FeLV/FIV/heartworm testing (cats)
• Vaccinations
• 1 -year supply of heartworm/flea preventative, basic worming medication

Referrals are available for spay/neuter services through the ASPCA. 

Please note that this is a healthy pet clinic.

If your pet is suffering from an illness, we ask that you make an 

appointment with a local veterinarian, as 

we will not be able to diagnose or treat ill pets.
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A helping hand for Zeus
The following letter was shared by a client of the Cornell University Hospital. Please enjoy!

On Saturday March 26, 2011, Zeus ran out to greet my uncle as he drove in the driveway with his van. 
He was there to fix my dad’s furnace.

It had been icy and when Zeus tried to stop he could not and slid on the ice. He did not go under the 
vehicle, but slid up against the side of the van with his hip hitting first. That was when Zeus let out a
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horrible scream of pain and ran to hide on the porch. Everyone scrambled 
to find him and when we did, it was plain to see he was in horrible pain.

My dad had adopted Zeus at the Auburn SPCA a year earlier; he was now 
only 3-years-old. He had heart worms and went through all the treatments 
to get cured. By this time, my dad and Zeus had bonded, and they went 
everywhere together. My dad called me to come over and see what I 
thought he should do. I brought my muzzle because it sounded like Zeus 

as in extreme pain, and I did not want anyone to get bitten if he reacted to 
being moved. He is such a good-natured boy, but the pain was terrible. We 
loaded Zeus in the back of the station wagon using a sheet as a sling. My 

seemed numb, almost in shock. He first took Zeus to his vet in Auburn, 
took one look at Zeus, gave him a shot for pain, and sent him to 
icuse to an emergency veterinary hospital there.

Dad sat with Zeus for an hour, but was told it would be approximately $3500 just for them to x-ray and 
take a look at what they could do for him. Dad called asking me where else he could go for help 
because he did not have that kind of money. He met me in Moravia and Dr. Kerry Norris met us there 
and took x-rays; we then learned Zeus’s hip had actually popped out of the socket when he banged 
up against the van. Dr. Norris said his hip socket was a little more shallow on that side and although 
he had better hips than most German Shepherds, the blunt force had been enough to cause this to 
happen. She then put him under and worked for several hours trying to get his hip to pop back in the 
socket. Sadly this did not work. We discussed our options and decided the only hope to save him was 
to take him to Cornell where a team could assess the damage and hopefully repair his hip. Zeus was 
given more pain medication, and we drove the 45-minute drive to Cornell.

The Cornell doctors assessed the hip injury and 
determined the best option for Zeus was to remove the 
ball on his hip. Incredibly, the hip would form scar 
tissue and form a sort of false hip joint. This would 
require confining Zeus, keeping him calm, and therapy 
several times a day with cold and heat packs to help 
with pain and swelling for several months. When they 
told my dad how much it would cost, I saw a sad, 
defeated look come over him and he said he did not 
know what to do; he could not afford this, but he loved 
his dog and did not want to let this be the end. He 
agonized over this for several hours as the doctors did 
more tests and gave him updates. Then one of the 
students told him he could apply for help through the 
patient assistance program: a program where folks donate funds to help cover the cost when a person 
is struggling to save their pet but cannot afford it. This was the answer to his prayers and this helped 
saved Zeus' life.

We cannot begin to find the words to thank the people responsible for this warm act of kindness.

We wanted to send you a deeply felt and special thank you and ask you to pass this on to the folks 
responsible. Again we cannot thank them enough, it is a wonderful, loving thing to do, and we will 
never forget this.

My dad religiously did the therapy and Zeus is now using his leg again. He again tags along with my 
dad everywhere he goes, swims in the pond and is my dad’s constant companion. Thank you so 
much for allowing us to have more time to spend with this wonderful member of our family! Please 
know we thank you from the bottom of our hearts and will never forget this special gift!
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Thanks again,
William N. Denman and his daughter Deb
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Scholarship recognizes a perseverance to finish
When John W. Whitefield '65 passed away in 2004, his colleagues and friends began raising funds for 
a scholarship that would keep his memory alive through generations of students who would receive 
the award. Through the work and creativity of some of his closest friends, including fellow alumni Dr. 
Ed Dalland ’68 and Dr. Joel Edwards ’64, the scholarship fund recently reached $100,000 with more 
than 350 donations from friends, family, colleagues, classmates, and clients.
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year in perpetuity.

“John was a good friend of mine and when he became ill I recruited a 
number of Cornell alumni to form a fundraising committee headed by 
Joel Edwards to establish the Whitefield Scholarship,” said Dalland. 
“We wanted to honor John while he was still alive, and he was very 
humbled. We mailed brochures to all practicing veterinarians in New 
York State letting them know of our efforts and asked veterinarians to 
give their clients the opportunity to contribute, especially those with 
pets on which John had performed surgery.

“The College’s alumni are devoted to the profession, the College, and 
their communities. Reaching our goal of $100,000 took approximately 
five years of effort, but we made it! John upheld that spirit of service, 
and in his honor we hope to support students that will do the same.”

The John W. Whitefield ’65 Memorial Scholarship will be given every

“Dr. Whitefield had to drop out of Cornell for one year because he ran out of money,” said Dalland. 
“Thankfully he was able to earn enough to complete his education. That is why the scholarship is to 
be awarded to a third-year student interested in pursuing a surgery internship or residency after 
graduation. What a terrible loss our profession would have suffered if he was unable to finish his 
education.”

The minimum for scholarship endowments at the University and College is $100,000, which provides 
annual support in perpetuity to qualifying students. Scholarships may be named for individuals, 
animals, or beloved faculty members and provide much-needed assistance. If you are interested in 
establishing a scholarship or know of individuals who might be, contact Amy Robinson in the Office of 
Alumni Affairs and Development at amv.robinson@cornell.edu.
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