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Nominate today for the 2011 Salmon Award
Continue the Legacy

You know your peers best. You know what they do day in and day out to serve their patients and 
clients. You know the passion they commit to furthering the profession of veterinary medicine. And, 
you know the loyalty that drives their service to your alma mater.

Help us honor our alumni by nominating a Cornell graduate for the Daniel Elmer Salmon Award for 
Distinguished Alumni Service. Named in honor of Cornell’s first DVM graduate, who is remembered 
for his pioneering work in controlling contagious animal diseases in the early 20th century, the award 
was established by the Alumni Association in 1986 to recognize graduates who have distinguished 
themselves in service to the profession, their communities, or to the College.
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Nominations are accepted throughout the year until May 1. The recipient of the award is notified by 
September 1 and is honored at the annual New York State Veterinary Conference.

Additional news from the Alumni Association

Visit our website for a listing of our board members and our meeting dates. Each fall, we welcome 
nominations to the board.

To reach the Office of Alumni Affairs, Development, and Communications, call 607.253.3745 or email 
-  subject line “Alumni Association.”

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/al um ni/11 April/ 2/2

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/al


5/10/2017 aaeb

• Home
• About
• Admissions
• Academics
• Research
• Outreach
• Hospitals
• Diagnostic Center
• Giving

eVETSconnect

Alumni Newsletter from Cornell University's College of Veterinary Medicine

College News

• APRIL 2011
. ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NEWS
• COLLEGE NEWS
• ALUMNI NEWS
• STUDENT NEWS
• EVENTS
• DEVELOPMENT
• ARCHIVES
• CURRENT ISSUE

eVETS connect > Nominate today for the 2011 Salmon Award > aaeb

Your newest representatives
Please join us in welcoming the newest members of the Alumni Association Executive Board to their 
new roles.

|Trish Daly
Dr. Daly received her BS and DVM degrees from Cornell University. She practiced 
Ismail animal medicine and surgery for 11 years before making the change to 
industrial veterinary medicine. Dr. Daly has experience working for three leading 
animal health companies and has held the position of Senior Technical Services 

-Veterinarian with Bayer Animal Health since April 2007. Dr. Daly resides in Saratoga 
^Springs, NY.
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John W. Lee Jr.
Dr. Lee received his Bachelor's of Science from the University of Delaware and 
graduated in 1974 from Cornell University's College of Veterinary Medicine. He 
established Chadds Ford Animal Hospital in 1978 and founded Unionville Equine 

ssociates in 1983. Dr. Lee and his wife, Jane Fassinger Lee, VMD, live in Rising 
Sun, MD.

ICesar Tello
Dr. Tello is a double red graduate from Cornell University having received his BS in 
1993 and DVM in 1997. He has been a sole practitioner at Noah's Ark Pet Clinic in 
Jackson Heights, New York City, since 2000. When Dr. Tello is not at the office, he is 
(either out tending to the garden or enjoying a play off-Broadway. Dr. Tello lives in the 

hroggs Neck neighborhood of the Bronx, along with his wife, Jadeling Chavez and 
their 4-year-old daughter, Isabela Nusta Chaveztello.
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Award-winning leadership recognized
For more than 35 years, Dr. Alfonso Torres has been a teacher and mentor, an 
investigator and pioneer, and a staunch public servant. He’s a compassionate, 
inspiring, and talented leader who has dedicated his career to understanding, 
controlling, and combating infectious diseases. His contributions to veterinary 
medicine were recognized recently with two awards: the Karl F. Meyer-James H. 
Steele Gold Head Cane Award presented by the Veterinary Epidemiological 
Society and the APHIS Administrator Award.

“Dr. Torres’ contributions have been at the forefront of progress in public health,” 
said Dr. Michael Kotlikoff, Austin 0. Hooey Dean of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell 
University. “His efforts, vision, energy and counsel are of great value to Cornell 
and the global community.”
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The Gold Head Cane Award pays tribute to a British custom compelling physicians making house 
calls to announce their presence and ward off evil spirits with a hollow cane filled with aromatic herbs. 
Willed to successors, the cane has become a symbol of the profession.

In accepting the award from APHIS, Torres said, “My years of service with APHIS have had a deep 
impact on my life and have provided great satisfaction. Becoming a public servant and representing 
the veterinary profession of my adoptive country will always be one of the highlights of my life.”

From Colombia, Torres is currently the associate dean of public policy at Cornell’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine. He served as the deputy administrator for veterinary services at the USDA 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and as the United States Chief Veterinary Officer and US 
Delegate to the World Organization for Animal Health.

In addition to his teaching at Cornell, he has been instrumental in the USDA-funded training of 
veterinary students though the Smith-Kilborne Foreign Animal Disease program. This joint Cornell- 
USDA program delivers the only academic activity that includes one veterinary student from all 28 US 
colleges plus 1 or 2 Canadian schools every year. He also provides training to foreign veterinarians 
through the International Transboundary Animal Diseases Courses held at the Plum Island Animal 
Disease Center, the largest animal research biocontainment center in the nation, a center that Torres 
directed for many years. In addition, Torres was instrumental in establishing a partnership between 
Cornell and the City University of Hong Kong, and in exploring other potential educational 
opportunities in China and in India. He also manages the College’s biosafety and infectious disease 
programs, and is a member of the University’s biosafety level 3 oversight committee.
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Common parasite uncovers key culprit in Crohn's Disease
Immune systems have their sinister side, especially when they have 
not learned how hard to fight. Inflammatory bowel diseases like Crohn’s 
[disease inflict more than a million Americans with debilitating pain and 
[digestive unrest because of uncontrolled immune responses in the gut.

How this happens remained a mystery until immunologists at the 
Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine caught a key culprit in 
Crohn’s disease: a cell from our own immune forces. With 
unconventional help from a common parasite, Dr. Eric Denkers and 
Research Associate Dr. Charlotte Egan identified a renegade cell 
responsible for this largely arcane and increasingly prevalent illness.
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“Auto-immune diseases are on the rise in this country but their causes have remained largely 
unknown,” said Denkers. “It’s possible that these diseases are more common in the West because 
we’re too clean. Exposure to germs trains immune systems how to respond to threats. Early 
protection from germs may contribute to the increasing prevalence of immune system overreactions in 
our population, leading to auto-immune problems like allergies and inflammatory bowel disease.”

Similar symptoms arise when some hosts first face the prevalent protozoan Toxoplasma gondii. 
Denkers’ lab studies this parasite’s arsenal of host-manipulating powers, but recently they have 
steered Toxoplasma research in an entirely new direction.

“We noticed that the initial intestinal inflammation these parasites can cause looks very similar to what 
happens during Crohn’s disease,” said Denkers, one of the first to study this connection. “Our lab has 
started using Toxoplasma to model Crohn’s Disease in humans and help us find the pivotal 
perpetrator, which has turned out to be a cell from our own immune forces.”

Specialized immune cells called intraepithelial lymphocytes patrol intestinal walls (pictured above). 
Upon encountering invaders, they release messenger proteins that call more immune cells to the 
battle ground. “Too many messenger proteins recruit too many immune cells, causing inflammation 
that can devastate the host’s own tissue,” Denkers explained. “Bad balance between good bacteria, 
bad bacteria, and immune interactions like inflammation cause Crohn’s disease.”

“For the first time we’ve discovered how infection can turn these immune cells pathogenic, stimulating 
them to cause disease, inflammation, and necrosis in the small intestine,” explained Denkers. “This 
marks a major leap toward understanding human Crohn’s disease. Unveiling this kind of 
immunological interplay may lead to improved prevention and care in an array of auto-immune 
diseases.”

Denkers and colleagues published their discovery in Mucosal Immunology, followed by a review 
article discussing Toxoplasma infection as a model for Crohn’s disease in the Journal of Biomedicine 
and Biotechnology in 2010.

Intestinal wall after Toxoplasma infection and subsequent immune system reaction resembling the 
effects of Crohn’s disease (left). Compare to an undamaged intestinal wall (right).
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Workshop makes sense of chaos
Some people thrive in chaos. Others run from it. But, say Cornell 
researchers, understanding chaos may be the key to solving issues that 
have immediate and significant societal, economic, and scientific benefits, 
issues like the unexpected and sometimes devastating onset of cardiac 
fibrillation and the ability to detect the phenomenon before it occurs. In a 
recent workshop, 15 students were challenged to embrace, understand, 
and leverage chaos.

The 2011 Minority-Focused Intersession Workshop for Undergraduates 
on Understanding and Analyzing Complex Embedded and Biological 
Systems introduced tomorrow’s biologists, computer scientists, and 
mathematicians to powerful new tools for studying and understanding

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/al um ni/11 April/fenton.cfm 1/2
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models of physical phenomena and the uses to which such deeper knowledge can be put. The three- 
week program was organized by Workshop Director Nancy Griffeth, Professor of Computer Science at 
Lehman College. The workshop readings, materials, and activities can be found at the home page for 
the workshop, www.lehman.edu/academics/cmacs.

The workshop was inspired by the work of Dr. Flavio H. Fenton, Cornell University research associate 
at the College of Veterinary Medicine. The first week was presented by Dr. Fenton, with help from 
doctoral candidates Rupinder Singh and Fred von Stein, and the second week included presentations 
by Ezio Bartocci, a Research Scientist at Stony Brook University, Professor Griffeth, and doctoral 
candidates Terri Grosso-Applewhite and Kai Zhao of the City University of New York. There were also 
presentations from several distinguished visitors during the three-week workshop: James Glimm of 
Stony Brook University, Robert Gilmour of Cornell University, and Scott Smolka of Stony Brook 
University.

In the third week, the students worked in three-person teams on a capstone project to test a variety of 
parameters in cardiac cells, recording the effects of the change on spiral waves, indication that there 
is abnormal electrical activity in the heart. They were actively supported in their projects by Dr. Fenton, 
Dr. Bartocci, and Lehman graduate students Joshua Rogers and Aron Wolinetz. The workshop is an 
annual component of a $10 million, multi-disciplinary, multi-institutional, four-year National Science 
Foundation grant on Computational Modeling and Analysis for Complex Systems

“The grant has opened a tremendous number of doors for us,” said Fenton. “At the core, it supports 
work that will address four major issues, including cardiac disease, which is a global concern. Beyond 
that, it has provided the means for us to attract young researchers to the cause. Our work is exciting 
and will make a meaningful impact on the quality of life. The chance to share the issues, the theories, 
the excitement, and the tools with future collaborators is a win/win situation for everyone and inspires 
hope for the future.”

The participants learned about the concepts of complex and excitable systems, with particular 
emphasis on the heart. To gain experience on the behaviors of complex and excitable systems, as 
well as how they produce chaos, participants conducted lab experiments using a saline oscillator. In 
addition, the program explored the physiology of the heart, how to model mathematically the electrical 
signal of cardiac tissue, how arrhythmias such as tachycardia and fibrillation appear, and how they are 
terminated clinically. In addition to learning about excitable systems and the physiology of the heart, 
the students were introduced to various mathematical and computational techniques for modeling, 
analyzing, and simulating biological systems.

The participating students were selected from a pool of 20 applicants based on their grades and 
faculty recommendations. The undergraduates represented several colleges in the City University of 
New York: Lehman College, Hunter College, Brooklyn College, and Queens College.

“Our intent is to present a summary of the workshop and the results the students obtained through the 
capstone experiments in a paper that we will submit to the journal Advances in Physiology Education 
with everyone who participated as authors,” said Fenton.
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Faculty take students to school... on the ice that is

THF u n c

In the fourth Annual Faculty and Staff versus Students 
hockey game, the students succumbed to the relentless 
offensive pressure and solid defense of the faculty and staff 
team, losing 9 to 5 before an especially rowdy student 
crowd. Led by the airtight goal keeping of Professor Norm 
Ducharme and the effective offense of Keir Ross, who is 
currently working in the laboratory of Dr. Lisa Fortier (and 
thus determined eligible by the Dean under the staff 
designation). Ducharme attributed his outstanding play to 
the inspired singing of the Canadian National Anthem by 
Kathy Earnest-Koons and Julia Miller. The game see
sawed in the first two periods with strong performances on

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/al um ni/11 April/hockey.cfm 1/2
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the student side by Glenn Palmer, Molly Yazwinski, Caitlin Hokanson, Maggie Winter, and Derek 
Cavatorta, as captain Michael Robinson exhorted his teammates to more and more aggressive play. 
Early in the game Yazwinski delivered a vicious and unprovoked hit to Carolyn McDaniel, who saw 
little action for the rest of the game. Between periods, however, McDaniel entertained the crowd with 
her Tai Babalonia impression, accompanied by “Randy” Kotlikoff. Strong floor checking by Jim 
Flanders, Monique Pare, Gerald Duhamel, and Joe Wakshlag, and some questionable calls by 
referees Pati Kirch and Jamie Morrisey, the latter officiating (and apparently watching) his first hockey 
game, marked the second period.

In the final period the faculty secured the Carmichael Cup with key goals scored by Frank Lee, Steve 
Lamb, Joelle Kirch, and Mike Kraun, and with Ducharme suturing the net closed with a modified “tie 
back” procedure. Nate Tompkins was outstanding in the goal for the students, but could not stop the 
onslaught of precisely targeted slap shots. As the game wound down the students pulled their goalie 
and turned their goal to face the boards in a futile attempt to change the inevitable outcome. Spurred 
on by slanted announcing from Miller, they finally poured onto the floor in the last minute but could not 
score against the faculty/staff defense. Tapes of the game will be available in the Library and the 
students will be held responsible for knowing which faculty or staff scored.
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Trials and triumphs of starting a new veterinary practice in 
NYC’s Latino community
After eight years at Cornell, Peruvian-born Cesar Tello BS ’93 DVM ’97 launched into a fast-paced 
veterinary career in New York City, where he now owns a thriving practice. On March 29, 2011, Tello 
returned to his alma mater to share his story with a diverse group of students from across the 
university. Tello spoke of his trials and triumphs as a sole practice owner in one of New York City’s 
immigrant neighborhoods, where a majority of his clients do not speak English, and how it has 
strengthened his skills and enriched his experiences as a veterinarian.

“A solid social foundation is essential, in school and beyond,” said Tello, who came from Peru to New 
York City when he was 18 months old with his veterinarian parents. “The worst feeling is feeling alone; 
you have to build and use your network. As an undergrad I joined a Latino fraternity and several

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/alumni/11April/tello.cfm 1/2
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Itural and political student organizations. When I started veterinary school, I 
stayed involved with the student groups down campus, even joining them in a 
it-in protest at Day Hall. When vet school got tough, I started connecting with 

nary students as well. We all pulled each other through.”

he value of camaraderie and the networking skills Tello cultivated at Cornell 
vital later in his career. Through networking he found his first veterinary 

ob in Staten Island. “It paid $40,000 a year for 80 hours of work per week. But 
working habits you established in the first two years out of veterinary school 

stay with you forever. I was a sponge and was determined to learn everything I 
could.”

Tello built his skills in various kinds of practices, including a house call service and an emergency 
night service where he worked from 5 pm to 8 am. “Emergencies taught me to do what needed to be 
done despite the anxiety. You see some scary things and have to act fast. I was scared, but I wasn’t 
scared enough not to help,” said Tello. “That’s where I really learned leadership.”

At the age of 29, Tello had gained enough confidence, experience, and leadership to brave the trials 
of starting his own practice. He opened Noah’s Ark Pet Clinic in Jackson Heights, a Queens’ 
neighborhood housing 130,000 people in a one-mile radius, 80 percent of whom speak only Spanish. 
Tello is the sole owner and practitioner, managing seven employees and fielding a heavy stream of 
clients.

“I was a young guy starting a new business; there were a lot of things working against me. Speaking 
to people, gaining their trust, showing confidence in your knowledge and skills, it’s a vital art. So I go 
back to basics: honesty and integrity matter and so does a network of support. I got to know my 
neighbors, my colleagues, my employees, and my clients. I can call up other veterinarians in the area 
and refer cases; we have a good camaraderie. I try to create a comfortable space for clients where we 
keep an open dialogue. My office has a library; clients come in with questions about a case, and I 
bring out textbooks and show them what I’m talking about. Owners come in all forms, and I try to be 
fair with everyone.”

As the intensive labor of opening the practice settled and business bloomed, Tello sought new ways of 
becoming involved with his community. He began a mentorship program for diverse high school and 
college students. “The first thing I do is ask them for resumes,” he said. “Many of them don’t have one 
so making them prepare one shows them what they need to start off in the world. We talk about their 
goals, activities, and educational decisions. Each year about 10-15 students come through my office. I 
let them know that as long as they keep in touch, I’ll write a good recommendation for them. Maybe 
four in the past five years have actually gone on to vet school.”

Asked why there are so few minorities in veterinary school, Tello said there is no easy answer. “To be 
a veterinarian is the number one aspiration of kindergarten students around the country,” said Tello. 
“Somewhere in the education pipeline, something breaks down. Grades are the gatekeeper into vet 
school, and grades start in kindergarten. No matter who you are, a strong education and supportive 
social network are essential. I try to be a role model, to show it can be done.”

Tello finished paying his student loans two years ago, ends appointments at 4pm, and leaves work 
promptly at 5pm to return to his wife and young daughter. He continues his involvement in Cornell as 
a College of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Board Member and as part of the Cornell Alumni Trustee 
nominating committee. His talk was arranged by the students of VOICE (Veterinarians as One in Color 
and Ethnicity), in collaboration with the Latino Studies Program, Cornell's Pre-Vet Society, and the 
College’s Student-Alumni Network Group.
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Four students lauded for veterinary volunteer work in Trinidad 
and Tobago
In January 2011, four veterinary students travelled to the Caribbean to help Biomedical Sciences PhD 
student Miguella Mark-Carew conduct field research for her Fulbright project addressing public health 
risks in Trinidad and Tobago. Second-year student Jasmine Bruno (pictured at the left, on the left) and 
third-year students Sarrah Kaye, Erin Lashnits (pictured at the left, on the right), and Sarah Dumas 
spent two weeks on the islands collecting parasite samples from dogs, cattle, and water buffalo, 
processing samples in the lab, counting roaming dogs in the streets, and volunteering in an intensive 
marathon spaying and neutering event.

“I found out about the opportunity through an informal lecture by Miguella explaining her project and 
asking for help from the veterinary community,” said Bruno. “The perks were learning parasitology,
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housing and transportation, and island fun. It also gave us a 
chance to compare the veterinary setting at home with that in 
Trinidad, and to experience field research first-hand. ”

-Carew’s project investigates intestinal parasites in dairy 
and dogs on the islands. These parasites can pass on to 

, posing a serious public health risk. Further risks arise 
the islands’ rising population of strays and freely roaming 
, which Mark-Carew aims to quantify.

stray surveillance study interested me the most,” Bruno 
. “We worked in the city of Waterloo, a notorious dumping 

area for unwanted dogs and puppies. Throughout the day, we were able to cover the entire city and 
counted over 90 roaming dogs.”

The students spent their last two days at the Tobago SPCA staffing its biannual spay and neuter clinic 
event. They worked side-by-side with students from the local veterinary school and other volunteers, 
both local and American. Strapped for space and low on staff, the students worked in rotations to field 
a rising tide of patients.

“We split up between intake, surgery, and recovery,” recalled Bruno. “We were essentially our own 
doctors and technicians. The first day we were there from 8 AM to about 10 PM and the second day 
we stayed until almost 11 PM. But we were rewarded with the satisfaction that the harder we worked, 
the more neuters and spays we got through, and the more animals we kept off of the streets. The 
hardest part was working under limitations. We had limited light once night fell, limited space to hold 
all of the recovering dogs, and limited experience since many of us were students. There were only 
about two experienced doctors working per day, and they stayed in surgery all day.”

One of those doctors took special notice of the four students. Dr. Lisa J. Kerwin-Lucci was 
volunteering at the clinic through the Humane Society International, and working with Cornell students 
for one day left a remarkable impression, which she shared in a letter to Dean Michael Kotlikoff in 
February.

“The clinic received invaluable and enthusiastic support from your students, and I was both grateful 
and impressed,” she wrote. “These students assisted with exams, anesthetic induction, monitoring 
and recovery, and participated in supervised procedures, and were critical in recognizing and rescuing 
a spay complication. They worked very long days, but were eager to learn all they could.

“My experience with them left me indelibly impressed and proud to have worked with such dedicated, 
skilled, and compassionate individuals. These women are excellent examples of the type of 
professionals veterinary schools should aspire to train. I commend your program on such fine 
students and hope their experience encourages other students to pursue similar opportunities in 
veterinary medicine."

Lessons learned abroad can carry far, and Bruno, Kaye, Lashnits, and Dumas have brought their 
newly earned experience back to their veterinary training. “As demanding as the work was, it taught 
us the endurance to work with what was available,” said Bruno. “It was a very fulfilling experience.”

Related Link: http://halfbriahtfulbriaht.bloaspot.com/2011 01 01 archive.html
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45th annual Open House showcased animal kingdom
The 45th annual Open House at the College of Veterinary Medicine featured student-organized 
demonstrations, exhibits, and lectures that highlighted the veterinary profession. The College hosted 
at least 6,000 visitors, who had the opportunity to learn about acupuncture for pets; dress like a 
surgeon and suture stuffed animals in critical condition; guess a cow’s weight; visit with pocket pets, 
raptors, and reptiles; listen to a dog’s heartbeat; visit chicks, piglets, lambs, a camel, and calves at the 
petting zoo; and watch canine agility and police K-9 demonstrations. Please enjoy the following 
collection of pictures from the day. If you have pictures you'd like to share, please upload them to the 
College's facebook page!
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To fulfill a lifelong learner's wishes
he love that parents feel for their children can never be broken. As 

such, David and Cheryl Honsberger’s hearts are-and will always be- 
filled with memories of their son Eric, who died in a scuba diving 
accident in August of 2005. He was just 30 years old. To ensure that 
his memory lives on, they have held on to two of Eric’s passions, 
dogs and education.

Eric and his girls, a Rottweiler by the name of Biggen and a rescued 
Rottweiler named Skyler, were a family. When Biggen became sick in 
June of 2005, she was referred to the Cornell University Hospital for 

nimals, where for the remaining two years of her life she was 
treated by veterinarians in the internal medicine, ophthalmology, and

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/al um ni/11 April/honsberger.cfm 1/2

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/al


5/10/2017 honsberger

oncology services. Skylar was also a patient at Cornell in 2007, diagnosed with osteoarthritis.

“Eric was a salvage and recovery diver in the Navy, so the girls [Biggen and Skylar] would stay with us 
periodically,” said David, explaining that Eric dove around the world with the Navy. “When Eric passed, 
the girls came to live with us permanently. Biggen was already a patient at Cornell, and given the 
extent of her illnesses, Cornell became a big part of our lives after Eric died. The girls, and the rescue 
dogs we have now, are one of the ways we remain connected to Eric.”

Eric, who was committed to learning and doing anything he hadn’t already done, was also an 
advocate for education. He believed, David said, that education should be an individual’s right. After 
Eric completed his active duty in the Navy, he began his college career, taking courses at Tidewater 
Community College, Old Dominion University, Monroe Community College, the University of 
Rochester, and Rochester Institute of Rochester, where he pursued his mathematics degree. He was 
scheduled to graduate in March 2006. Eric was inducted into the Phi Theta Knappa Society, the 
International Scholastic Order of the two-year college and attained membership in the National 
Scholars Honor Society.

“Eric and I talked a lot,” recalled David. “In one conversation, we talked about charities and donations, 
and contributing to worthy causes. As Eric matured and developed a deeper understanding of his 
values and goals, he realized that being a student for the rest of his life would make him very happy.”

In recognition of Eric’s two passions-dogs and education-and in memory of Eric, David and Cheryl 
have established the Eric G. Honsberger Endowed Memorial Scholarship at the Cornell University 
College of Veterinary Medicine through an advised bequest. Ultimately, the scholarship will support a 
student who is enrolled in the DVM program at Cornell, a person, David and Cheryl hope, who Eric 
would have trusted with his girls’ well-being.

“Long-term, we hope that there will be two funds,” said David. “The second will be for research that 
will help improve the quality of life for man's best friend.”
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