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Faculty member earns Pioneer Award
Dr. Alexander J. Travi s, associate professor of reproductive biology at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, was presented with the Nati onal Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Director's Pioneer Award at the Fifth Annual NIH Director's Pioneer Award Symposium 
on September 24. The award supports individual scientists of exceptional creativity who 
propose pioneering and possibly transforming approaches to major challenges in 
biomedical and behavioral research, according to the NIH's web site.

Travis was recognized for his work developing an energy-producing platform that could 
be used to power a variety of implantable medical devices. Based on the design of the 

sperm tail, this technology involves attaching metabolic enzymes to a solid support. If the entire pathway can be 
completed on the device, it could use freely-circulating glucose as fuel. These hypothetical devices could be 
used to deliver drugs precisely where they are needed in a patient's body, for example, such as at a tumor.

"We're borrowing the sperm's strategy for locomotion," said Travis, who conceived the idea after noting that 
many proteins on the sperm's tail are tied down to solid structures within the cell, but still function. By 
modifying the targeting domains responsible for this binding, they manipulated the first two proteins of the 
pathway to stick to a single man-made surface and demonstrated that they functioned in series. "We believe it is 
one of the first, if not the first, example of building sequential steps of any biological pathway on a manmade 
surface."

Chemistry and Biology published this information in the issue released on September 25.
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Researchers/Alumnus inducted in Equine Hall of 
Fame
by Jenny Blandford

Four scientists were inducted into the University of Kentucky Equine Research Hall of Fame on October 25 at 
Keeneland Race Course by the Gluck Equine Research Foundation. Two of the inductees are professors at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University and a third is an alumnus.

Douglas F. Antczak (left) and Alan J. Nixon (center) of Cornell University, along with alumnus I.G. Joe 
Mayhew (right) of Massey University, and Peter J. Timoney of UK's Gluck Equine Research Center, were 
selected for their contributions to equine science and research. Nominated by their peers and colleagues, the four 
individuals were selected by past Hall of Fame inductees.

“On behalf of the Gluck Equine Research Foundation board, I would like to congratulate this year’s inductees,” 
said Walter Zent, chairman of the foundation’s board of directors. “We were fortunate to have many excellent 
nominees who have dedicated their lives to equine research.”

Connecticut native Antczak, the Dorothy Havemeyer McConville Professor of Equine Medicine at the James A. 
Baker Institute for Animal Health, joined the staff in 1979. In 1994, he became the director of the Baker Institute 
for Animal Health, a post he held for 15 years. For the past 30 years, Antczak has conducted research in equine 
immunology, genetics and reproduction. For more than 15 years, Antczak was also a major participant in the 
Horse Genome Project.

“It is a tremendous honor to be inducted into the University of Kentucky's Equine Research Hall of Fame,” 
Antczak said. “I feel very privileged to be associated in this way with so many outstanding scientists who have 
devoted their careers to advancing the health and well-being of the horse.”
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Nixon is Professor of Orthopedic Surgery and Director of the Comparative Orthopaedics Laboratory and the 
JD&ML Wheat Orthopaedic Sports Medicine Laboratory at Cornell University. His clinical work and teaching 
at Cornell focus on musculoskeletal injury and repair, with a specific interest in regenerative medicine. He also 
has an adjunct appointment as professor at Colorado State University.

Nixon has authored more than 280 papers and book chapters, two texts on equine orthopedics and is a member 
of numerous veterinary organizations. He currently has a five-year $1.8 million National Institutes of Health 
grant. He also serves as a consultant to the Food and Drug Administration panel on Cell and Gene Therapy.

“What an extraordinary honor to be recognized among such giants in equine research,” Nixon said. “I doubt I 
measure up to many in the University of Kentucky Equine Research Hall of Fame, but I am humbled by this 
prestigious nomination, and thank the many driven people in my research career who have asked the questions 
and helped me seek the answers.”

Mayhew, who earned a PhD in 1978 at the College, focuses on studying neurological disorders in horses in New 
Zealand and worldwide, is a founding graduate of Massey Veterinary School and currently assists in training 
future veterinarians at Massey. Mayhew has an interest in equine medicine and comparative neurology and has 
spoken on these subjects in a variety of countries.

Equine Research Hall of Fame nominees can be living or deceased, active or retired in the field of equine 
research. Established in 1990, the Equine Research Hall of Fame honors international scientific community 
members biennially who have made equine research a key part of their careers, recognizing their work, 
dedication and achievements in equine research.

The Maxwell H. Gluck Equine Research Center, on the University of Kentucky campus, is home to the Equine 
Research Hall of Fame. For more information, visit http://www.ca.uky.edu/gluck.
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Second annual NYS-VC a wrap

From October 1-4, the College of Veterinary Medicine and the New York State 
Veterinary Medical Society (NYSVMS) co-hosted the 2009 New York State 
Veterinary Conference at Cornell. Visitors from across the state and throngs of 
violet balloons filled the corridors of the Veterinary Medical Center, as the 
event attracted nearly 270 veterinarians and more than 30 vendors. As many as 
100 students and other non-veterinarians also participated.

“The College is honored to co-host the annual New York State Veterinary 
Conference, and we are committed to making this meeting as professionally and personally rewarding as 
possible for veterinarians in the region, “ said Michael Kotlikoff, Austin O. Hooey Dean of Veterinary Medicine. 
“This conference is a great example of collaboration between the College of Veterinary Medicine and the New 
York State Veterinary Medical Society, and I was particularly pleased at the breadth of participation at this 
second annual meeting.”

The conference offered equine, food animal, camelid/small ruminant, and companion animal tracks as well 
practice management topics, bringing together veterinarians from many different practice types and careers. 
Interest in subjects outside of traditional companion animal practice was particularly strong this year. “With the 
profession and continuing education opportunities becoming more specialized, it is important to have events like 
this that create bonds among veterinarians and remind us of our common interests,” said Dr. Lorin Warnick, 
Professor of Ambulatory Medicine and Associate Dean for Veterinary Curriculum. Altogether, the conference 
offered 102 hours of continuing education credits.

"I learned really helpful tips and heard some interesting ideas at the ‘News Hour’ session with Drs. Divers and 
Ducharme,” said Dr. Anina La Cour DVM ’80, an equine surgeon from Chatham, NY. “The information made 
getting up at 5 am to be here for the session completely worth it."

The conference also offered alumni the opportunity to return to Ithaca for a visit. “I always enjoy coming back 
to the Vet College at Cornell. It is like going to Mount Olympus for a breath of fresh air,” said Dr. Ed von der 
Schmidt III DVM '79, MD, a neurosurgeon from Princeton, NJ. “The events, including the New York State 
Veterinary Conference, are informative, professional, and world class, as exemplified by the accomplishments of 
Dr. Fred Scott [who was presented with the Daniel Elmer Salmon Award for Distinguished Alumni Service].”

The keynote address at this year’s conference, entitled “Entering the Golden Age of Veterinary Medicine,” was 
delivered by Dr. Dennis McCurnin, DVM, DACVS, Professor of Surgery and Management, and former Hospital 
Director at the College of Veterinary Medicine, Louisiana State University. Dr. McCurnin outlined the 
challenges currently faced by the profession, including a difficult economic climate, high debt load among 
veterinary graduates, changes in lifestyle expectations, and difficulty in recruiting top specialists to careers in 
academia. However, he also discussed positive trends and opportunities in veterinary economics and practice 
management, including the rise in pet ownership and veterinary spending, the emergence of pet insurance, and 
the increasing emphasis on compliance and preventative wellness. Dr. McCurnin cited studies from the National 
Commission on Veterinary Economic Issues (NCVEI) and the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) 
that illuminated industry best practices for increasing revenue and efficiency to weather the current recession.

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/alum ni/09Novem ber/NYS-VCwrap.cfm 3/4

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/alumni/09November/NYS-VCwrap.cfm


5/11/2017 1109nysvcwrapup.cffn

This year’s conference was co-sponsored by The Cornell Feline Health Center, Bayer, Fallon, Idexx, Merial, 
Pfizer, and Welch Allyn. “The support of sponsors and participation by exhibitors is critical for the success of 
the conference and much appreciated,” said Wamick. “Organizing the educational programming and logistics for 
this conference is a collective effort of many College staff and faculty, as well as the leadership and staff of the 
NYSVMS. We are grateful to everyone for their hard work.” Organizers of the conference are already looking 
ahead to next year’s event, scheduled for September 30 -  October 4, 2010, here at the College.
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The will and the skill: Kim Pang '00 lives life her 
way

Growing up in Singapore, Kim Pang '00 was often discouraged from entering the 
veterinary profession. Veterinary medicine had a small market due to the size of 
the island and the human-animal bond was not appreciated. Undeterred, Kim 
focused on a future that she says comes most naturally: taking care of sick 
animals.

Today, she works in a small animal practice in California where variety is the 
only "typical" part of her day. As a general practitioner, Kim is called upon to 
perform everything from examining puppies to splenectomies. Kim is also 
certified in veterinary acupuncture which she integrates into Western medicine. 
With an increasing list of patients, she is optimistic that more animals will enjoy 
the same benefits that people in Eastern cultures have enjoyed for centuries.

"Acupuncture is not considered alternative medicine in Singapore." said Kim. "This branch of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine is part of the Chinese culture, especially among members of the older generation. People in 
northern California seem to be more open to holistic medicine and more people in my area [Orange County] are 
considering acupuncture as a viable option."

Kim estimates about thirty percent of her caseload are acupuncture cases. Using this ancient art, she helps her 
patients resolve the imbalance in their bodies. From a Western standpoint, acupuncture helps to reduce 
inflammation and stimulates the body to produce endorphins that help with pain relief. The technique is most 
often used for patients with arthritis and disc disease, but she has seen it used successfully to manage renal 
disease and other endocrine disorders.

Taking a cue from the principles of acupuncture, Kim tries to balance her life by working part-time at her 
current practice. She is the mother of two young boys and says that being able to balance her veterinary career 
and family life is her definition of "success" in her life.

"The decision to go part-time was not easy," said Kim. "I saw fewer patients and watched my regular clients 
choose the other associates over me. I finally told myself that I can always gain new clients but I can never get 
my children's early years back. I'm a mom and a veterinarian. I probably don't have the best of both worlds, but I 
come pretty close."
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Meet your newest board members
The Alumni Association is pleased to announce the following alumni as At-Large members to the Executive 
Board whose appointments began in the Fall of 2009.

Dr. Peter Farrell
Dr. Peter Farrell is a 1976 graduate of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and 1982 graduate from 
Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine. Pete has been in practice for more than 27 years and is the 
Medical Director at the Burnt Hills Veterinary Hospital in Burnt Hills, NY.

Pete is proud of the role Burnt Hills Veterinary Hospital has played in mentoring high school, college, and 
veterinary students who have moved on to become licensed veterinary technicians and veterinarians. He and his 
wife Mary Jo, parents of four grown children, keep busy with volunteer activities in the Burnt Hills community 
as well as raising two cats and two dogs. He also volunteers for Cornell, serving as the class chair for his 20th 
reunion.

Dr. Malcolm Kram
Dr. Malcolm Kram received his BA in Biology from Northwestern University in 1970 and his DVM from 
Cornell in 1974. He is the Director of Veterinary Medical Investigation and Product Services (VMIPS) at Pfizer 
in Exton, PA, and one of the leads on Pfizer’s Frank Veterinarian-Client Communication Initiative.

He entered companion animal practice upon graduation from Cornell and became the director and owner of the 
Sutton Animal Hospital in New York City, where he remained until 1991. While in New York City he provided 
a broad range of public education on companion animal medicine not only at his practice but as the veterinary 
anchor for both WCBS and ABC Cap Cities radio. In 1985, Malcolm was chosen to be the veterinary consultant 
for Raid Flea Control Products and frequently appeared in the media advising the public on methods of good 
flea control. He was also President of the Veterinary Medical Association of New York City. In 1989, he was 
selected to represent the AVMA as an American Association for the Advancement of Science Congressional 
Fellow. Malcolm also worked for the US House of Representatives Agriculture Committee. Following 
completion of his fellowship he sold his practice to become a full member of the AVMA’s Government 
Relations Division and subsequently joined Pfizer Animal Health in 1993 where he has held positions of ever 
increasing responsibility both on the animal and human sides of Pfizer’s business. Prior to his current position, 
Malcolm was the Director of US Drug Safety for Pfizer from 2005-2006. In 2004, he was named the 
Pennsylvania Veterinarian of the Year. Malcolm has continued to practice veterinary medicine on the weekends 
as he feels it is important to keep up his clinical skills and he enjoys the interaction with clients and animals very 
much.

Malcolm is currently the Chairperson of the Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical Association and a board member 
of the Future Farmers of America. He is a former member of the Cornell University Council, having served on 
the Governmental Relations and Public Relations Subcommittees. He served as chair for his 35th class reunion 
in 2009. He is also a former member of the Committee on Alumni Trustee Nominations and has been a member 
of the Cornell Club of Philadelphia, the Cornell Alumni Association of New York City, and the Cornell 
University Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association.

Dr. Lucy Tidd
Dr. Lucy Tidd received her Bachelor's degree in Animal Science in 1992 from Cornell University and her DVM 
from the College of Veterinary Medicine in 1995. Lucy is the owner of and in practice at the four-doctor 
Germantown Veterinary Clinic & Pet Resort in Germantown, MD, which she says is the largest and most 
technologically equipped general practice in the area. She has a special interest in ultrasonography, internal 
medicine, and enjoys challenging medical cases -  both medical and surgical. Outside of work, she volunteers 
with her son’s elementary school and the Montgomery County Human Society. In addition, she is an avid
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equestrian. She has a Morgan stallion named Coal that is currently schooling the upper levels of dressage, and 
they have won many national championships in the sport.

Dr. Harold Zweighaft
Dr. Harold Zweighaft received his DVM from Cornell University in 1956. He recently came out of retirement 
and is in small animal practice in New York City. He serves on the College of Veterinary Medicine Advisory 
Council and is a member of the Veterinary Medical Association of New York City, New York State Veterinary 
Medical Society, Cornell University Council and the New York City Democratic county committee. He is on the 
executive board for the American Veterinary Medical Association and is the United Nation liaison for the World 
Veterinary Association. In 1994, he became a Distinguished Life Member of the New York State Veterinary 
Medical Society and in 1997 he received the Veterinarian of the Year Award. Hal was formerly on the licensing 
board for the NYS Board of Veterinary Medicine. Hal and his wife, Dorothy, live in New York City. He enjoys 
opera, ballet, collecting antique maps of New York City, and raising champion Boston terriers. Dr. Zweighaft’s 
daughter Rachel received her AB from Cornell in 1994 and is an attorney with the National Labor Relations 
Board.
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Say it with sweatshirts ... or t-shirts or hats

College Merchandise
A lum ni * Parent* ‘ S tudent* 
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Sales
support
SCAVMA

SCAVMA has a new web site where you can purchase apparel and gifts imprinted with 
Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine. Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, it 
is easier than ever before to show your pride. Proceeds benefit the Student Chapter of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association at Cornell University. These funds are used to 
support continuing education opportunities and to support philanthropic opportunities in 
the community. For instance, last year, SCAVMA supported the first annual Pedal for Pets 
bike-a-thon. To order your apparel and gear, visit their online store today.
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Alumnus recognized by peers
Dr. John R. Steele ’46 is a long-time supporter of the College of Veterinary Medicine. When his friends Tim 
Hooker and Ed Becker DVM ’72 suggested they wanted to honor Dr. Steele with the naming of an endowment 
at Cornell University, he was humbled. They knew through Dr. Steele’s connections there would be many who 
would want to contribute to celebrate Dr. Steele’s tremendous dedication to the equine community. College of 
Veterinary Medicine Dean Michael Kotlikoff announced this fund during the Syracuse Invitational Sporthorse 
Tournament, where Dr. Steele is the show’s on-site veterinarian. When asked to say a few words, Dr. Steele 
spoke to a crowd of 400 and thanked the community for allowing him to fill his life with horses.

"Dr. Steele is one of the College of Veterinary Medicine’s most accomplished alumni, and this scholarship is a 
fitting tribute to his outstanding contributions to equine medicine," said Dean Kotlikoff.
“I’d like to thank Dr. Steele’s many loyal friends and clients for their past and future support of this wonderful 
scholarship fund which will honor Dr. Steele in perpetuity.”

The John R. Steele ’46 Graduate Scholarship Fund will benefit veterinary students with a farm background and 
an interest in equine medicine. The Steele Scholarship Fund will allow the College to better attract exceptional 
scholars across a broad spectrum of socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic backgrounds, opening doors for those who 
might not have considered a Cornell education to be within their reach. Dedicated clients and friends of Dr.
Steele have generously contributed to this fund as a way to congratulate him on his incredible career.

Dr. Steele is a renowned equine veterinarian in the horse show community. He received his DVM from Cornell 
in 1946 and is currently the president of John R. Steele & Associates, Inc. in Vernon, NY. He spends the warmer 
months in Vernon and has a second home in Wellington, FL, where he serves his equine clients during the show 
season. Although he is more than 80-years-old, he hopes never to retire since he is very fond of what he does.
Dr. Steele is an Advisory Board member of the Humane Equine Aid and Rapid Transport (HEART), a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the safety and welfare of equine athletes.
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Events of interest
Mark your calendar now for the following events:

December 4, 
2009

December 5, 
2009

Dec./Jan.

SCAVMA Annual Auction (admission $12)

5 pm - 7 pm Silent Auction (Atrium)
7 pm - 9 pm Live Auction (James Law Auditorium)
White Coat Ceremony, 2:30 pm (James Law Auditorium) 
featuring Katherine Feldman '97
Dr. Katherine Feldman is the State Public Health Veterinarian 
and Chief of the Center for Zoonotic and Vector-borne Diseases 
with the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 
Dr. Feldman was awarded her veterinary degree from Cornell 
University and a Master of Public Health degree with an 
emphasis in epidemiology from the University of California, 
Berkeley. She is a Diplomate in the American College of 
Veterinary Preventive Medicine and recently earned her 
certification in the Epidemiology Specialty of that College. Dr. 
Feldman has completed two fellowships in applied 
epidemiology, one with the California Department of Health 
Services and one with the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. In addition, she was a Fellow in the CDC’s 
Preventive Medicine Residency Program. Currently, her 
responsibilities include the surveillance, investigation, and 
control of zoonoses and vector-borne diseases in Maryland. Her 
professional interests include public health issues that arise at the 
human-animal interface; vector-borne diseases; and policy 
development.
Alumni Receptions at various conferences. Learn more.
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