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5/3/2017 Alumni Association Annual Meeting

From the office of alumni affairs
The Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine is pleased to share the following information:

• The Alumni Association Annual Meeting, October 17, 2015 at 11:30 am -4 :30  pm, Ithaca, NY, 
will take place just prior to the New York State Veterinary Conference being held at Cornell 
University, October 16 through October 18, 2015.

• Vote for at-larae members of the Alumni Association Executive Board
• Visit our website for a listing of board members and our meeting dates. Alumni may self- 

nominate to be considered for future service on the executive board.

To reach the Office of Alumni Affairs and Development, call 607.253.3716 or vetfriends@cornell.edu -  
subject line “Alumni Association.”
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5/3/2017 CVM grad is America's Favorite Veterinarian Finalist

Dr. Lashonn McNair '04 is one of 20 finalist veterinarians in the American Veterinary Medical 
Foundation's annual competition for America's Favorite Veterinarian. To learn more, check out the 
Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine's Facebook post about McNair's nomination, or visit 
her finalist profile at the AVMF site.

"I believe that animals bring out compassion in people. I rejoice with my1 
families when they receive good news about their pets. I weep in thei 
sadness when I deliver devastating news. I hold their hand every step of 
the way. It feels so good to know that I make a difference in their lives 
said McNair.

Please make sure to vote for McNair as much as possible (you can vote 
once a day until Sept 1)1
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Initiatives funded by the Veterinary College Alumni Association
THE VETERINARY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FUND FOR EXPANDING HORIZONS

This Fund was established in 2013 to support the Expanding Horizons program, helping veterinary students participate in 6-10 week long research 
projects in developing nations. In the summer of 2014 we were fortunate to fund nine student travel experiences to countries in Asia, South America and 
Africa. The topics explored ranged from conservation medicine and companion animal medicine to food animal production and farm animal medicine. The 
Expanding Horizons program at Cornell continues to play an invaluable role in producing future veterinarians who are cross-culturally adept and globally 
aware. The profile o f the Expanding Horizons program continues to grow within and beyond the College o f Veterinary Medicine. We receive many inquiries 
about the program from prospective and current veterinary students who are interested in international veterinary medicine, public health, conservation 
medicine and One Health. Thanks to your generosity we are able to encourage and support their interests.

A sample o f projects funded for summer 2015:
Vervet M onkey Pathogen T ransm iss ion  in Malawi
Ear Tags in free-roam ing Dogs at a Shelter in Brasov, Romania
Swine M edic ine and Sw ine P roduction  M anagem ent in Denmark and Germ any
Rabies V irus C ontro l in Ghana th ro u g h  P ub lic  Education and V accination
GPS T racking  and D isease S urve illance  o f D om estic  Dogs ou ts ide  Chobe Nat’ l Park (Maun, Botsw ana, A frica )
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5/3/2017 Veterinary College Alumni Association Initiatives

THE VETERINARY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FUND FOR HEALTHY PET CLINICS

This fund has successfully reached its $50,000 goal under the guidance of Dwight Bowman, PhD, and can now be matched 
by the Alumni Association. The program provides approximately 50 students per year with clinical training early in their 
professional veterinary curriculum and encourages opportunities for peer-mentoring in a community service focused 
organization. Clinics are held regularly in Ithaca, and traveling clinics this spring were held in Rochester and Buffalo.

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/Alum ni/15Aug/VeterinaryCollegeAlumniAssociationlnitiatives.cfm 2/2

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/Alum


5/3/2017 Reunion highlights

• Home
• About
• Admissions
• Academics
• Research
• Outreach
• Hospitals
• Diagnostic Center
• Giving

eVETSconnect
News for Alumni of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine

To stay in the know

August 2015
• ALUMNI NEWS

□ Vote for our Executive Board members
o CVM grad is America’s Favorite Veterinarian Finalist 
o Alumni Association funds conservation, community service
□ Reunion highlights
o AAEB report update
o Grad honored with national teaching award
□ A book on better horse training
□ Exotics and outreach
o Connect with colleagues on Linkedln

• DEVELOPMENT NEWS
• COLLEGE NEWS
• RESEARCH
• STUDENT NEWS 
. EVENTS
• ARCHIVES

eVETS connect > Alumni Association Annual Meeting > Reunion highlights

Reunion highlights

http://www.vet.cornell .edu/news/Alum ni/15Aug/Reunionhighlights.cfm 1/2

http://www.vet.cornell


5/3/2017 Reunion highlights

Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine Reunion 2015

http://www.vet.comell.edu/news/Alum ni/15Aug/Reunionhighlights.cfm 2/2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIBbK4S0Aqk
http://www.vet.comell.edu/news/Alum


5/3/2017 AAEB Report

• Home
• About
• Admissions
• Academics
• Research
• Outreach
• Hospitals
• Diagnostic Center
• Giving

eVETSconnect
News for Alumni of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine

To stay in the know

August 2015
• ALUMNI NEWS

□ Vote for our Executive Board members
o CVM orad is America’s Favorite Veterinarian Finalist 
o Alumni Association funds conservation, community service
□ Reunion highlights
o AAEB report update
o Grad honored with national teaching award
□ A book on better horse training 
o Exotics and outreach
o Connect with colleagues on Linkedln

• DEVELOPMENT NEWS
• COLLEGE NEWS
• RESEARCH
• STUDENT NEWS
• EVENTS
• ARCHIVES

eVETS connect > Alumni Association Annual Meeting > AAEB Report

Updated: AAEB report

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/AI um ni/15Aug/AAEBReport.cfm 1/2

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/AI


5/3/2017 AAEB Report

Report from the Alumni Association 
Reunion 2015

The College of Veterinary Medicine’s Alumni Association promotes engagement between alumni, 
students and the College through its activities. The Executive Board voted to eliminate membership 
dues in 2010-2011, opening up membership to all alumni. Funding from the College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s Annual Fund supported Association events and programs during the past two years. 
Please consider supporting the Association through the Annual Fund this year.

Programs Funded in 2014-2015

Alumni Receptions at Nktionxl Conferences
White Coat Ceremony

Student Organizations (15grants awarded)
Veterinary Alumni Life Skills Enrichment Program sponsored a leadership program for senior
students during senior week

Daniel Elmer Salmon Award recognition
Alumni-Student Networking E ven ts

Financial Report (2014-2015)

Alumni Association Programming Account
Beginning Balance 
Expenses 
Balance as of

July 1,2014 
July 1 -  present 
June 1

$ 27,468
S 20,574
$ 6,894

Cornell Foundation Fund
March 2015 market value

Challenge reached bv Plealthv Pet Clinic 
Alumni Association Executive Board match

$ 87,839

f'S50,00Qi 
$ ©37,000Balance
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5/3/2017 Etienne Cote National Teaching Honor

Charlottetown--Dr. Etienne Cote, DVM '93, veterinary cardiologist at the Atlantic Veterinary College 
(AVC), University of Prince Edward Island (UPEI), has been named a 2015 3M National Teaching 
Fellow by the Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher Education (STLHE) and 3M Canada.

Each year, STLHE and 3M Canada reward exceptional teaching and learning at Canadian universities 
by selecting ten teaching fellows. One of only a few veterinary cardiologists in Canada, Cote was 
nominated for the prestigious award by Dr. Sue Dawson, professor of anatomy and director of 
curriculum and outcomes assessment at AVC.

In her letter of nomination, Dawson describes Cote as an educator and leader who goes above and 
beyond within his specialty and the veterinary profession in general.

Cote’s ultimate goal is to help his students be better veterinarians and better people, she says. Within 
the classroom, he experiments with ways to help students engage with the subject of cardiology. He 
uses examples of actual cases, and he has developed innovative learning aids such as cardiology 
karaoke and cardiology mythbusters. Beyond the classroom, he has developed opportunities for 
experiential learning, for example, a hands-on lab using volunteer animal patients to teach students to 
listen to animal heart sounds. In all of his teaching, he stresses the importance of compassion and 
communication between veterinarians and animal owners.

“Etienne Cote teaches with heart, both literally and figuratively,” says Dawson. “He advises his 
veterinary cardiology students to remember that when they’re in the examination room with a pet and 
an owner, they are dealing with more than one heart. In such complex and intense situations, he 
wants the student to feel that it is OK not to know, but it is not OK not to care.”

Cote is fuelled by the challenge of recognizing a need, an opportunity to resolve it, and addressing 
them together in a new way, says Dawson. For example, a few years ago, he helped an AVC 
graduate perform her first-ever heart surgery on a puppy with a severe cardiac birth defect.

“What is unique about this case? The surgery took place in Alaska with Cote assisting from AVC via 
Skype--five time zones away,’’says Dawson.

In a letter of support for Cote’s nomination, Dr. Leigh Lamont, associate dean of academic and
http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/Alum ni/15Aug/EtienneCoteNationalTeachingHonor.cfm 2/3
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5/3/2017 Etienne Cote National Teaching Honor

student affairs at AVC, says, “Dr. Cote is committed to shaping the student experience to ensure that 
our graduates are the best they can possibly be when they leave our program.”

As a member of the College’s curriculum committee, Cote is a strong supporter of including in the 
curriculum courses and skills that ensure graduating veterinarians are well prepared to meet the 
challenges of clinical practice when they enter the work force.

Among other accomplishments, Cote has established a cardiology residency program at AVC and 
instituted bi-weekly “cardio rounds,” which are podcast on iTunes University. He co-created a 
veterinary exam board game that students use to prepare for the rigorous national veterinary licensing 
exams. He is editor of “The Clinical Veterinary Advisory,” which involved coordinating 400 authors and 
19 section editors from 16 countries. He was an integral part of a team that created a veterinary drug 
index app, which is now licensed to over 145,000 veterinarians world-wide.

Cote is the first faculty member at AVC, and the sixth at UPEI overall, to be named a 3M National 
Teaching Fellow.

“To me, this award is the pinnacle of recognition for a university teacher, but this never happens in 
isolation,” he says. “The award belongs equally to the mentors who have helped me do what I do, the 
students whose engagement make it worthwhile, and to my family who keep me going.”

Other 3M National Teaching Fellows at UPEI are Dr. Shannon Murray and Dr. Brent MacLaine, 
Department of English; Dr. Brian Wagner, Department of Chemistry; Dr. Philip Smith, Department of 
Psychology; and Dr. Fiona Walton, Faculty of Education.

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/Alum ni/15Aug/EtienneCoteNationalTeachingHonor.cfm 3/3
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5/3/2017 Compassionate Equestrian

This spring, College alumnus Allen M. Schoen, DVM 78, MS, published his sixth book, The 
Compassionate Equestrian:25 Principles to Live by When Caring for and Working with Horses.

The book, as described on its Amazon page, introduces 
the concept of the 25 Principles, which “share stories 
and outline current, peer-reviewed studies that identify 
and support methods of training, handling, and caring for 
horses that constitute a safe, healthy, non-stressful, and 
pain-free environment. Through their Compassionate 
Equestrian program, the authors encourage all involved 
in the horse industry to approach training and handling 
with compassion and a willingness to alleviate suffering. 
By developing deeper compassion for their own horses, 
and subsequently, allequines, equestrians transcend 
their differences in breed preferences, riding disciplines, 
and training methodologies.”

'T b i i ii »  boot f o r  t / x .f  w td  trek a matoitf/p ia t i^ r n ir  nJmlrdrribi* zrith their te rm . 
The PV ulii f in  f t t v id t  J ftoid«u ^ _ b v  ihtuM fr J j  t&tBt tirr/ikily mrrd ijierr. "

ffli&Ainr Claitt©*, BVMSw PhD. Di- l. ACVWIftMRCYS

COMPASSIONATE
EQUESTRIAN

A ixen m , Schoen,  dvm , ms, Susan Gokijon

College leaders have positive reviews for the book:

“Dr. Allen Schoen is an innovative, compassionate, and 
thoughtful veterinarian whose book emphasizes the 
responsibilities that attend the human-equine 
relationship. The Compassionate Equestrian provides 
practical information derived from a lifetime of caring for 
sport and pleasure horses. Dr. Schoen has a keen eye 
for animal and human behavior, and his book has value 
for the novice and the experienced equestrian 
alike.”—Michael Kotlikoff, VMD, PhD, Austin 0. Hooey 
Dean

V

25 PRINCIPLES TO LIVE BY 
When Caring for and Working with Horses

“Dr. Schoen has always lead by example, and lives a lifetime of connected joy with the horses that he 
treats and their owners. We will continue to benefit from his kindness and guidance through his new 
book, The Compassionate Equestrian. From backyard ponies to trail horses to show jumpers, it’s ‘all 
about the horse.’”—Paula Kennedy, LVT, Dean’s Advisory Board

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/Alum ni/15Aug/Com passionate Equestrian.cfm 2/2
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Michelle Pesce, DVM ’12, has tended to some pretty unusual animals during her career. “Some of the 
stranger patients I have seen include a kinkajou, a tarantula, a seahorse, and a two-headed turtle,” 
says Pesce. “A couple of years ago I was also asked to spay a captive squirrel (yes, I did it - intubated 
and with an IV catheter, no less!)” It’s all in a day’s work for Pesce, who has followed her passion for 
science and animals into a career as a small animal and exotics veterinarian at Bolton Veterinary 
Hospital in Bolton, Connecticut, since graduating from the College.

Pesce’s first experience working with animals was as a high school 
student and undergrad, when she volunteered and later worked at a 
wildlife rehabilitation center on Long Island. However, “it wasn't until my 
third year as an undergrad that I seriously considered veterinary 
medicine,” she says. “The sort of special consideration that exotics and 
wildlife require—knowledge of their natural history as well as their basic 
needs and physiology—really drew me in.” She continued to explore her 
interest in exotics through traveling to Honduras and Costa Rica, where 
she got even more insight to the needs of exotic species. “So many of the 
health problems of exotic pets derive from inadequacies in replicating 
their natural environment, their diet, or enabling them to pursue normal 
patterns of behavior captivity,” she says. “Seeing 'the real thing' puts a 
new perspective on all of that.”

As a DVM student at Cornell’s veterinary college, she encountered the 
rigors of the program that has challenged many of her fellow alums. “You'd think 22 years in school 
would be enough time to gain a full understanding of one's learning style, but I still can't say I had an 
easy time as a student,” she admits. “But for whatever intricacies of Block Two didn't stick in my mind,
I will always remember what a great team my class made, and how helpful and supportive my 
classmates were for each other.” Pesce also embraced the extracurriculars available at the College, 
including bake sales, the 5Ks, the Bike-A-Thon, the Senior Skit, and more.

Now, as a practicing veterinarian at Bolton Vet, Pesce continues to be involved in a wide range of 
activities beyond her clinical work. She’s overhauled the practice’s website, establishing a collection of 
informative blogs for clients, while also overseeing the group’s Facebook page, increasing the 
followers from about 300 to over 2200 within a couple of years. Additionally, once per month through 
the summer & fall she hosts an informational “Ask the Vet” table at the local farmers market, where 
she unfailingly gains a few new clients each time. A trip to a local Girl Scout troop's career day event 
led her to begin volunteering as a leader for a group of middle school through high school Scouts.

While Pesce wears several different hats in her job, it’s a career she’s grateful for. “Even on the days 
I've been at work for fourteen hours and I'm starting to lose my mind a little,” she says, “I realize how 
lucky I am to be doing what I do and working where I am.”
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Join Us on LinkedIn!
Professionally connect and network 
with alumni, faculty and students

vet.cornell.edu/linkedin

Linked
How to Join Our Cornell University College of Veterinary Community

NO T A  MEMBER OF LtN K E D lh l VET?
'Join at Linkedln.com

■ C om plete you r p ro file

■ In the education fie ld , make sure to type Cornell 
University College o f Veterinary M edicine and click  
C orne ll Vet logo in the dropdow n menu

ALREADY A M E M B ER  O F  UNKEEHN?
- Sign-in to  you r account

■ Choose Profile, then Edit Profile

- Re-enter you r ed u cation as C orneir Un ivc rsity C oflege 
o f Veterinary M edicine and d ic k  Cornell Vet logo in the  
dropdow n menu

Remember to  vis it ve t.cornell.edLVLinkedlnaiany tim e  to  see w hat’s going on at the Coilege and to connect w ith  aJumni.
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While connecting with old veterinary friends at his 50th reunion this June, Dr. Carmen Scherzo ’65 
also wanted to make a difference for the next generation; so he donated $50,000 to the Class of 1965 
Scholarship Fund—a gift that continues his long personal tradition of giving back to colleagues in his 
profession. “My making a contribution to the Class of 1965 Scholarship Fund has enabled me to 
support our profession and veterinary medical education at Cornell,” says Dr. Scherzo. “It’s a small 
repayment for the outstanding guidance, training, and education I received.”

Dr. Scherzo had an interest in veterinary medicine from an early 
age—as a high school student, he worked for a local Cornell 
veterinarian, who recommended Scherzo attend Cornell’s school 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences as a precursor to going to 
veterinary school. The advice was sound—two years later, 
Scherzo was attending Cornell’s College of Veterinary Medicine, 
with financial assistance from his father. “My father was an 
immigrant with a sixth-grade education.” Says Scherzo. “He was 
skilled with his hands, and became a core-maker. He didn’t make 
a lot of money at it, but he enabled his three sons to complete 
college educations.”

As a veterinary student, Scherzo gravitated towards small animal 
medicine, and recalls his valuable time working in the small 
animal clinic at the College. “It gave me a chance to pick brains 
well as mop the floors,” he says. “It was a great experience for 
me.

Upon graduation, Dr. Scherzo went on to an internship at the Angell Memorial Animal Hospital in 
Boston. “I graduated owing Cornell University a total of $1,200 and was thus able to pursue that 
coveted, but low paying internship,” he says. “New veterinarians are forced to choose higher paying 
positions to satisfy their debt and this denies them choice.”

Scherzo went on to run a small animal hospital in hometown of Kearny, N.J., which he owned and 
oversaw for over 35 years. “I was paying salaries to associate veterinarians, I knew what they were 
making, and what kind of debt they were dealing with...even 20 years ago there were students 
carrying $150,000 to $200,000 of debt.”

Motivated to make a difference, Dr. Scherzo supported the New Jersey Veterinary Education 
Foundation, which disbursed $50,000 to $60,000 worth of grants annually to aid New Jersey students 
to reduce the cost of attending veterinary school if they returned to practice in the state. “This was a 
labor of love, as I believed so strongly about these new veterinarians being able to achieve their 
dreams,” says Dr. Scherzo.

Dr. Scherzo’s gift to the Scholarship Fund furthers this goal in helping young veterinarians, while also 
acknowledging the vital role the College played in his education. “Cornell just opened so many doors, 
from a learning standpoint,” he says. “It became a fountain of knowledge for me. It gave me the 
foundation that I needed to do the things I wanted to do in this life.”
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CLINIC MEMORIAL GIVING PROGRAM
AT THE CORNELL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE
Support the College while showing your clients you care.

Gifts are tax-deductible for your practice. L *
Learn more at
www.vetcomelLedu/giving/ClinicMemorials.cfm

Email vetfriends@cornell.edu 
Or call (607)253-3093
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Michael I. Kotlikoff, dean of Vet College, named provost
Michael I. Kotlikoff, the 
Austin O. Hooey Dean of 
Veterinary Medicine since 
2007, will be Cornell 
University’s next provost,
President Elizabeth Garrett 
announced today. Kotlikoff 
will assume the office 
Aug. 1.
“Mike demonstrates deep 
knowledge of Cornell and 
has a superb record of 
accomplishments as a 
scholar and administrator, 
both here and at the
University of Pennsylvania,” said Garrett, who led the search committee, in an email to faculty 
and staff. “The breadth of his insight and vision, paired with skilled leadership, have been 
essential to the Veterinary College’s growth, record of innovation and collaboration, and 
academic and clinical prominence during his eight years as dean.”
Kotlikoff said: “I am deeply honored and enormously excited to be asked to serve as provost and 
help guide the academic vision of this magnificent university. I look forward to collaborating 
with our talented faculty, students and staff as we work to continue developing the teaching, 
research and engagement missions that position Cornell among the world’s pre-eminent 
universities.”
As Cornell’s 16th provost, Kotlikoff succeeds Kent Fuchs, who stepped down in November 2014 
to assume the presidency of the University of Florida. Former ILR Dean Harry Katz has served 
as interim provost, and Garrett thanked him for his “strong leadership and valuable judgment” 
during the transition. Following a leave this coming year, Katz will return to the faculty at the 
ILR School.
“I congratulate the search committee on the excellent choice of Mike Kotlikoff as provost,” said 
Robert S. Harrison, chair of the Cornell Board of Trustees. “Mike brings a strong life sciences 
expertise to senior management that will complement Beth Garrett’s social sciences 
background, but he also brings an appreciation for the arts and humanities as a literature major 
in college. Throughout his long tenure at Cornell, Mike has been articulate, thoughtful and 
passionate about enhancing the stature of the university, and very importantly, he always has 
been a team player and broad-minded university citizen.”
Garrett added her thanks to the search committee, which comprised faculty, students and 
administrators from across the university, and to those who participated in the comprehensive 
search that saw a diverse pool of 125 initial prospects.

Robert Barker/University Photography
Michael I. Kotlikoff, Cornell University's 16th provost
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As the chief academic officer, the provost provides leadership for the planning, development, 
implementation, assessment and improvement of all academic programs, policies and 
supporting infrastructure, other than those reporting to the provost for medical affairs. The 
provost plays a critical role in strategic planning and reviews all tenure and promotion actions.
Also serving as the chief operating officer, the provost oversees the operating budget for the 
Ithaca campus, Cornell Tech and affiliated activities around the world. In her email, Garrett said 
Kotlikoff will lead a strategic planning process for the university that will conclude by December 
2016.
As dean, Kotlikoff initiated a comprehensive strategic plan to enhance the College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s programs in education, delivery of animal health care and research, and he launched 
an $87 million capital project to upgrade the college’s infrastructure and teaching facilities and 
enable an increase in the pre-clinical class size. Throughout his tenure he oversaw an increase 
in diversity of the faculty, staff and college administration; the expansion of clinical training 
opportunities for veterinary students; and a reorganization of the Cornell University Hospital for 
Animals. He also focused on expanding basic and clinical research programs and promoting 
translational linkages and interdisciplinary research.
Under his leadership, the college opened a highly successful veterinary specialty and 
emergency critical-care hospital in Stamford, Connecticut, and the Cornell Ruffian Equine 
Specialists, a referral and emergency care hospital, near the Belmont Racetrack in Elmont, New 
York. It also partnered with City University of Hong Kong to launch the first college of veterinary 
medicine in Hong Kong.
Kotlikoff earned a B.A. in literature from the University of Pennsylvania in 1973, his V.M.D. 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1981 and a Ph.D. in physiology from the University 
of California, Davis, in 1984.
He joined the Cornell faculty in 2000 as professor of molecular physiology and served as chair 
of the Department of Biomedical Sciences from 2000 to 2007. Prior to Cornell, he was a faculty 
member at the University of Pennsylvania for 15 years, chairing the Department of Animal 
Biology from 1995 to 2000.
Kotlikoff has served on numerous Cornell committees, including the recent budget model task 
forces. He currently sits on the scientific administrative board of the Cornell Institute for 
Biotechnology and Life Science Technologies and the administrative board of the Cornell 
University Council, and he is a member of the Technology Transfer Committee. He has served 
on and chaired advisory committees for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), international 
scientific journals, scientific companies and foreign universities.
His research laboratory, which has been funded continually by the NIH for more than 30 years, 
is internationally recognized in the area of cardiovascular biology. Kotlikoff has pioneered 
efforts to understand complex physiological processes at the molecular level through the use of 
genetics, molecular design and advanced optics. Work from his laboratory has provided insights 
into heart development, cell based heart therapy, muscle cell precursors, and the regenerative 
limits of heart cells. As provost, Kotlikoff will maintain his laboratory.
Kotlikoff announced that Lorin D. Warnick, professor of ambulatory and production medicine, 
has been appointed interim dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine. Warnick has served as 
associate dean for veterinary education for the past eight years and director of the Cornell 
University Hospital for Animals for the past three years. A search for Kotlikoffs successor will 
begin in the coming weeks.

About the Office Contact Us Cornell Chronicle • 312 College Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 • 607-255-4206 D2017
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Warnick takes the helm at Cornell College of Veterinary 
Medicine
Dr. Lorin D. Warnick, a professor of ambulatory and production medicine, took office August 1 as 
Interim Dean for the Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine. He was appointed to the post 
by former Dean Michael Kotlikoff. who has been appointed Provost of Cornell University.

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/newsAA/arnickThom psontakeoffice.cfm 1/2

http://www.vet.cornell.edu/newsAA/arnickThom


5/3/2017 Warnick Thompson take office

Before becoming Interim Dean, Warnick was 
Associate Dean for Veterinary Education and 
Director of the Cornell University Hospital for 
Animals (CUHA).

“In both capacities he has been an 
exceptionally thoughtful and effective leader,” 
said Kotlikoff, in announcing his choice. “Lorin 
and I have worked very closely, and I know 
that he will provide the college with 
outstanding leadership.”

Warnick has served on the Board of Cornell 
University Veterinary Specialists in Stamford,
CT. He has had oversight of Cornell Ruffian Equine Specialists in Elmont, NY and is leading the 
planning for a Community Practice Service facility in Ithaca, NY.

“It is an honor to lead the college through this transition,” said Warnick. “Mike is an inspiring leader 
who has fostered enormous growth in our clinical, educational and research capabilities. My highest 
priority in the coming months is to provide the continuity of leadership that will ensure the success of 
our current initiatives.”

Warnick received his DVM degree from Colorado State University and his PhD in Veterinary Medicine 
from Cornell University. He is a diplomate in the American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine. 
He joined the Cornell faculty in 1996 and has had responsibilities for clinical service and teaching in 
the Ambulatory and Production Medicine Service as well as research in the epidemiology of zoonotic 
infectious diseases and the emergence of antimicrobial resistance.

Dr. Meg Thompson, Associate Clinical Professor of Imaging, will now oversee CUHA as Interim 
Director. Thompson has served as Imaging Section Chief and more recently as a Medical Director and 
member of the hospital executive committee. She has led the college’s Continuing Education program 
for three years, managing successful events such as the New York State Veterinary Conference, a 
collaborative effort with the New York State Veterinary Medical Society. She was also responsible for 
the college’s online learning presence through www.veritasdvm.com. a joint project between Zoetis, 
Cornell, and Texas A & M. Thompson is board-certified in the American College of Veterinary 
Radiology.

“Dr. Thompson is an experienced clinician, educator and faculty member,” said Warnick, in 
announcing her appointment. “Her administrative experience, understanding of hospital operations, 
and extensive work with regional veterinarians put her in an excellent position to take on the interim 
director role.

An international search for Kotlikoff’s permanent successor, and an open search for a permanent 
hospital director, will begin in the fall.
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For the Record: CVM and The ARK
The Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM) has been doing a great deal of good work for The 
ARK at JFK, a new animal handling facility at John F. Kennedy International Airport. Advice from CVM 
experts will enable The Ark to offer traveling animals better, safer, more comfortable accommodations.

But CVM “will not have a clinic at JFK,” says Dr. Linda Mittel, one of the college’s consultants for the 
project.
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A recent Associated Press (AP) article 
about The Ark states that “all animals will 
have access to a 24-hour clinic run by 
Cornell University's veterinary college.” 
More than 350 media outlets around the 
world carried the story. AP has sent a 
correction to all of its subscribers.

According to a fact sheet compiled by the 
developer, the LIFECARE Veterinary 
Health System will manage the clinic.

Mittel says the error may stem from the 
fact that Cornell University Veterinary 
Services in Stamford, CT and Cornell 
Ruffian Equine Specialists in Elmont, NY, 
are among the hospitals that may accept 
animals from The Ark for emergency care

“They are world-class, state-of-the-art facilities, equipped for round-the-clock care and staffed by 
talented veterinarians, whose work is informed by the latest in veterinary research,” says Mittel. “So 
we will offer high-quality, 24-7 emergency care, but we won't have a clinic at The Ark.”

Mittel says CVM has been primarily a consultant in the design of the large animal section of The Ark, 
“helping the developer to meet USDA biosecurity requirements and needs specific to the animals, 
such as air flow, feed storage, stall sizes, heating and AC, and anything else that makes the facility 
safe and comfortable for the animals.”

The Ark is the world’s first privately owned, 24-hour animal airport terminal and quarantine center. The 
developer, ARK Development, LLC, expects to complete construction in the first quarter of 2016 and 
commence operations soon after that.

Photo @ ARK Development, LLC 2012-2015
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2015 Robert W. Kirk Award Winner - Dr. Tom Divers
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Ordinary and extraordinary cats lend a paw for better feline medicine
June 10, 2015

What has spots, can jump 7 1/2 feet in the air from a standstill, and is helping improve the health of 
cats around the world? The Cornell Feline Health Center was pleased to host a visit from Peanut and 
Motzie, two Savannah cats who stopped by the College of Veterinary Medicine this past Friday to donate blood samples and undergo 
testing for a feline health screening study of the Cornell Veterinary Biobank. At 20 pounds and 16.75 inches tall at the shoulder, Motzie 
is the second tallest cat in the world, according to the Guinness Book of World Records.

By donating a small sample of blood and undergoing examinations by the veterinary specialists at Cornell University’s Hospital for 
Animals, cats like Peanut and Motzie are helping to build a database of genetic sequences and medical information that scientists will 
use to identify the underlying causes of many inherited diseases of cats, says Biobank director Marta Castelhano, DVM. Conditions 
like inflammatory bowel disease, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, and diabetes mellitus may have some basis in genetics, says 
Castelhano, and by comparing DNA from cats that have these diseases with DNA from healthy cats, the Biobank hopes to locate the

Lend a Paw  <!£•

Donate Now £*
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genes responsible. These answers will help identify cats at risk of disease and may eventually aid in developing more effective 
treatments, says Bruce Kornreich, DVM, Ph.D., Associate Director of the Cornell Feline Health Center, which helps fund the Biobank.

The Savannah cat is a cross between a domestic cat and a species of wild cat native to Africa called a serval, a breeding that results in 
a cat with some features of both animals. Savannahs are legal to own in Oklahoma, where they live with their owner Deborah-Ann 
Milette, a retired veteran. She says they behave a lot like your typical housecat.

“They’re extremely playful,” says Milette of Peanut and Motzie. “They have a 7 and a half foot high cat tree they can jump on from a 
dead sit. And Peanut runs around the house with his tail in full fluff chasing phantoms or chasing Motzie.”

Peanut and Motzie are extraordinary cats, but felines of all stripes (and spots) can help with the study, says Castelhano. Forty-eight 
healthy domestic cats over the age of ten years are still needed to complete the study, and cats belonging to specific breeds are 
particularly helpful. To participate, cats donate a small blood sample and undergo a physical exam, bloodwork, urinalysis, a nutrition 
exam, an echocardiogram of their heart, body measurements, an oncology exam, an eye exam, an oral evaluation, an orthopedic 
exam, and a whole body computed tomography (CT) scan. The results of these exhaustive examinations are useful for the Biobank, 
but they’re also shared with the cat’s regular veterinarian and can provide important information for follow-up.

The team at Cornell is able to carry out these wide-ranging specialist exams and DNA sequencing work because of the triple strengths 
of the animal hospital, top-notch research resources, and excellent scientists and clinicians all working in concert, Castelhano says.

“This feline health screening day requires an immense amount of coordination to make sure the patient gets all of these exams and 
procedures done in the shortest amount of time possible,” she says. “Here at Cornell we’re able to effectively coordinate all these 
services and departments to get the work done.”

Do you have a healthy cat over the age of 10 years? Learn about how vour feline friend can help provide samples and medical 
information for the Feline Biobank.
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Forging a new path:
Cornell scientists take the lead 
in lymphoma research
By Lauren Cahoon Roberts
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Left to  right: Kristy Richards, BS '90, MD, PhD, Robert Weiss, PhD, w ith  graduate student Tim Pierpont

I ymphoma is one of the most common cancers in dogs.
I It is also usually deadly; when a dog gets the disease, it is 
I treatable, but the disease usually relapses within a year.
I Researchers at Cornell University College ofVeterinary 
I Medicine and Weill Cornell Medical College are working 

■ to change this. The two have partnered to create 
the Progressive Assessment of Therapeutics 

program, or P.A.Th., which aims to build an efficient method for 
developing new drugs to fight lymphoma in both humans and 
canines. “The goal with PA.Th is to make it faster, cheaper, and 
more efficient in general to develop these drugs,” says program 
leader Kristy Richards, BS ’90, MD, PhD, associate professor of 
biomedical sciences.

Richards oversees the Colleges comparative cancer program, 
and will co-lead with Weill Cornell’s lymphoma researcher 
Dr. Leandro Cerchietti, to leverage three powerful screening 
techniques to improve and expedite lymphoma drug research.

The first-stage screening method will use 3D cell-culture 
models known as ‘organoids’ which more accurately mimic the 
structure and microenvironment of the lymph node than the 
traditional cells-in-petri-dish approach. The technology, developed 
by Cornell engineering’s Ankur Singh, PhD, will allow for 
thousands of customized organoids to be ‘printed’ and used for 
mass screening of potential therapeutics. “The P.A.Th. program 
could first run thousands of drug combinations through these 
organoids,” says Richards, “and then select the best combinations 
to be tested in mouse models.”

PA.Th. will employ two types of mouse models; one model 
type comprises genetically-engineered mouse models (GEMM) 
overseen by molecular genetics professor Robert Weiss, PhD, 
and his lab group. These mice more closely imitate the hallmarks 
of human and canine lymphoma. Recent technical advances, 
which are now available to Cornell scientists through a core 
facility directed by genetics professor John Schimenti, PhD, at

the College, allow these mice to be much more easily and quickly 
generated, greatly facilitating more efficient drug development. 
The other type of model is known as a patient-derived xenograft 
(PDX) mice. These mice have highly impaired immune 
systems, allowing for researchers to directly transplant human 
tumor specimens into the mice, where the engrafted tumor (or 
xenotransplant) can be serially transplanted into multiple recipient 
mice. “We could potentially have whole rows of mice with the 
same xenograft, and feed each mouse a different candidate drug 
to see how they will respond,” says Richards. “In the future, you 
could have a customized PDX mouse for every cancer patient, and 
tailor their treatments based on results from each patients mouse 
avatar.”

“The goal with RATh 
is to make it faster, 
cheaper, and more 
efficient in general to 
develop these drugs, 
—Kristy Richards, 
MD, PhD

“The final piece to the program 
involves incorporating pet dogs that 
already suffer from lymphoma 
into clinical trials for lymphoma 
drugs. “This is still an underused 
way to test new agents,” says Richards 
“There are probably as many dogs in 
this country that get lymphoma every 
year as people.” Humans with the 

most common subtype of lymphoma have about a 60% chance 
of cure with current drugs. Dogs receive the same drugs in lower 
doses, but only for palliative effects. “So there’s a lot of room for 
improvement in dogs,” says Richards.

Clinical trials using canine lymphoma patients is ethically 
and logistically simpler, allowing for streamlined development 
of human-ready drug candidates, while simultaneously enabling 
the discovery of life-saving therapies for the dogs themselves. 
“We’re still at early stages with this project,” says Weiss, “but all 
the elements are operational—and we can do all those elements 
well. That’s very rare, and it enables us to be able to put this 
comprehensive program together.”
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Cornell Animal Health Diagnostic Center develops test for 
H3N2
The three paragraphs below are updates to the media release issued by Cornell on April 12, 2015

The Animal Health Diagnostics Center (AHDC) at Cornell has developed a serologic assay that 
detects antibodies to the newly identified H3N2 influenza virus. Veterinarians and pet owners should
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submit acute and convalescent serum samples and request influenza HAI. Samples from dogs with 
respiratory disease will be tested for both H3N8 and H3N2-specific antibodies. Results will be 
provided for both assays for the same cost as the original H3N8 assay.

The genome sequence of an influenza virus, cultured from a canine nasal swab sample from a dog 
with respiratory disease in the Chicago area, confirms that an Asian H3N2 virus is circulating, 
consistent with neuraminidase typing performed at the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
and preliminary sequence information obtained by the AHDC at Cornell, both on April 10th.

Scientists at the National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) in Ames, Iowa completed the 
sequence analysis on April 15 for a virus isolated at Cornell on April 9. All eight genome segments of 
the virus match closely (99% identity) with viruses isolated from dogs and cats from South Korea. This 
suggests that the virus likely came from this geographic region, but not necessarily from South Korea. 
The virus sequenced shows no evidence of reassortment with Canine H3N8 viruses or any North 
American H3N2 avian influenza viruses. The Asian-origin canine H3N2 influenza virus is also distinct 
from human seasonal A(H3N2) influenza viruses. ... Sequences will be accessioned in GenBank as 
soon as possible and made available to the general community.

Begin April 12 news release:

ITHACA, N.Y. -  The canine influenza outbreak afflicting more than 1,000 dogs in Chicago and other 
parts of the Midwest is caused by a different strain of the virus than was earlier assumed, according to 
laboratory scientists at Cornell University and the University of Wsconsin. Researchers at Cornell say 
results from additional testing indicate that the outbreak is being caused by a virus closely related to 
Asian strains of influenza A H3N2 viruses, currently in wide circulation in southern Chinese and South 
Korean dog populations since being identified in 2006. There is no evidence that it can be transmitted 
to humans.

The outbreak in the Midwest had been attributed to the H3N8 strain of virus, which was identified in 
the U.S. dog population in 2004 and has been circulating since. The H3N2 virus had not been 
previously detected in North America. The outbreak in Chicago suggests a recent introduction of the 
H3N2 virus from Asia.

Testing of clinical samples from the outbreak conducted at The New York State Animal Diagnostic 
Laboratory at Cornell indicated that the virus was Influenza A. Further testing led researchers to 
believe a new strain was at fault. Subsequent testing, carried out with the assistance of the Wsconsin 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, identified the new subtype as H3N2. The National Veterinary 
Services Laboratories in Ames, IA is sequencing two isolates from this outbreak, which were isolated 
at Cornell, to facilitate rapid complete characterization of the viruses.

Both Influenza strains can cause high fever, loss of appetite, coughing, nasal discharge, and lethargy. 
Symptoms may be more severe in cases caused by the H3N2 virus. Some infected dogs may not 
show symptoms at all.

H3N2 has caused infection and respiratory illness in cats.

Veterinary professionals are advised that diagnostic testing of samples from sick pets can be done 
using a broadly targeted Influenza A matrix reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction assay 
(Rt-PCR). The canine-specific Influenza A H3N8 Rt-PCR in use in several laboratories will not detect 
this virus. Serology is also currently not available as the H3N2 virus is different enough from H3N8 
that antibodies may not cross react. However, an H3N2-specific serologic assay is under development 
and will be available soon.

It is not known if the current vaccine will provide any protection from this new virus. It does protect 
against H3N8, which is in circulation in some areas. Other preventive advice remains the same: In
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areas where the viruses are active, avoid places where dogs congregate, such as dog parks and 
grooming salons.

Owners of symptomatic dogs and cats should consult their veterinarians about testing and treatment.
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Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine Student Dan Lo...
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Game changers: Cornell’s student chapter of the 
Women’s Veterinary Leadership Development Initiative 
wins prestigious Cook Award for 2015
By Donald F. Smith, DVM, Austin O. Hooey Dean of Veterinary Medicine, emeritus

E ditor’s note: a different version o f this story fir s t appeared in  Sm ith’s blog, “Veterinary Legacy” in  M arch 2015.

On March 11, 2015, President David Skorton presented the 
four officers of the Cornell Student Chapter of the Womens 
Veterinary Leadership Development Initiative (WVLDI) with 
one of Cornell’s most prestigious awards; the Alice H. Cook and 
Constance E. Cook Award is given to faculty and students “who 
have made significant contributions to changing the climate for 
women at Cornell University.”

The WVLDI is a national organization that started following 
the summer 2013 meeting of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. The Cornell Student Chapter officers are the first 
veterinary students ever to receive the Cook Award in its 19-year 
history.

“It was an honor to be recognized for our efforts in promoting 
diverse leadership in the veterinary field and opening up a forum 
for students to discuss gender-specific issues,” Yuan Kang T7, 
treasurer of the group, commented after the award ceremony.

A year ago, Kang and her colleagues, including Michelle 
Forella T7 (president), and Anastasia Handwerk’ l 7 (secretary), 
established the first ever student WVLDI chapter after the 
Womens Leadership Seminar to continue to promote the 
advancement of women with the College of Veterinary Medicine 
student body. “.. .Our goals mirror that of the national 
organization, which are to support women in seeking and 
achieving leadership, policy, and decision-making positions within 
all areas of professional veterinary activity” says Forella. “We 
are helping further these goals across the country by serving as a 
model for new student chapters at other veterinary colleges.”

Handwerk added, “I 
am known to be a behind- 
the-scene person, quietly 
accomplishing my tasks 
and seeing what I can do to

them... But WVLDI forced 
me out of that comfort zone, 
encouraging me to speak 
my mind in our small group 
discussions and TED talks.
I have come to realize, along 
with some of the other student 
members, just how present 

gender-inequality is in todays society, affecting mindset and 
paycheck alike. I have also come to realize that it will take both 
women and their male counterparts to work for change. While 
our organization is still new, we have managed to hold some

help others and advocate for

i nave come to realize. . .  
just how present gender- 
inequality is in today’s 
society, affecting mindset 
and paycheck alike. I have 
also come to realize that it 
will take both women and 
their male counterparts to 
work for change.” 

—Anastasia Handwerk ’ 17

extremely meaningful events and I believe we are truly changing 
the mindset of our female and male colleagues in our Cornell vet 
medical community.”

Last year, the Cornell WVLDI hosted a lecture and discussion 
by WVLDI founder and president, Karen Bradley, DVM. Other 
programs continued through the year, and culminated in April 
with a class on Sheryl Sandbergs popular book, “Lean In,” 
presented by the immediate past president of the North American 
Veterinary Community, Charlotte Lacroix, DVM, JD.

WVLDI began as an impulsive, spur-of-the moment project 
and has turned into one of my most meaningful extracurricular 
activities,” said Kang. “I took on the role of Treasurer to challenge 
myself with an unfamiliar job. Asking for money is not my 
greatest strength, and the responsibility of securing funding for 
this fledgling club has challenged me to be more assertive about 
seeking out resources. Furthermore, organizing WVLDI events 
has given me valuable opportunities to reach out to impressive 
women at Cornell and at the national level. Studies show that 
women are more apt to advocate for others than for themselves, 
though I hope my extracurricular leadership experiences will 
translate into a more proactive personal search for externships 
and jobs.”

Women make up the majority o f veterinary school applicants, according to 
statistics from the Annual Data R eport 2014-2015, A Report o f the Association 
o f Am erican Veterinary M edical Colleges.



at the New York State Fair
The Dairy Cow Birthing Center has successfully completed its first 

two years. In that short time, it’s become not only one of the most pop
ular free exhibit on the fairgrounds, but it is a public relations trifecta for 
the dairy industry by effectively accomplishing three significant tasks:

Offers an enlightening and memorable experience by 
showcasing the miracle of fife, which in turn holds the 
fairgoers’ attention for hours, and opens their eyes and 
minds to different viewpoints about an evolving and 
modernized industry; and
Allows fairgoers the opportunity to learn about the 
dairy industry from dairy farmers and industry repre
sentatives firsthand, gaining not only a better under
standing by engaging in a two-way conversation, but 
also establishing a relationship and sense of trust; and
Provides dairy farmers and members of the industry 
not only a sense of pride to be part of a popular exhibit, 
but gives them the support, training, experience and 
confidence to tell their story publicly, and empower 
them to be more active advocates throughout the year.

Birthing centers are fairly common for the dairy industry across the 
country, but the exhibit put on at the New York State Fair and organized 
by the New York Animal Agriculture Coalition is unique, taking the 
experience and conversation to a higher level.

2014
Dairy Cow 

Birthing Center 
Numbers

213.000 urban and suburban visitors 
96% thought the exhibit was positive

300+ volunteers from the industry 
100% thought it was rewarding

6 NY dairy farm families featured 
36 baby calves born; 1 set of twins 
1 successful c-section performed 
700+  people watched each birth

16.000 logged onto the 24/7 web
cam to watch at home

6.500.000 people potentially reached 
on social media with #uddermirades

34,500 text messages sent saying 
“The water broke! Come quick!”

• OUR VOLUNTEERS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
The exhibit solicits adult volunteers, a third of which are actual dairy 
farmers and all receive training ahead of time. Due to their age and expe
rience, we believe fairgoers are more apt to ask tougher questions of our 
volunteers, allowing the conversations to delve deeper into the true issues 
plaguing the minds of consumers, including sensitive issues such as im
migration, farm profitability, manure management, farm size and more.
•  TECHNOLOGY ENHANCES OUR REACH
We are constantly seeking ways to broaden our reach off the fairgrounds 
with the positive messages and stories generated inside the tent. We 
maximize our presence by being active on social media channels and uti
lizing the hashtag #uddermiracles. We also host a 24-hour five webcam, 
utilize a text messaging service and produced six unique videos that are 
played at the fair, as well as hosted on YouTube.

B a n g  fo r Y ou r Buck!
Due to the scale of this exhibit and 
the number of people it attracts, we 
estimate it costs roughly $0.35 per 
person to positively and effectively 
influence consumer opinions and 
attitudes towards New York’s dairy 
industry. Please consider joining us 
as we strive to raise the awareness 
and understanding of modern dairy 
farms. Contact Jessica Ziehm with 
the New York Animal Agriculture 
Coalition for more information. 

iessica@ nyan im alag.org  

518- 527-3949

mailto:iessica@nyanimalag.org
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HOW TO MAKE IT THROUGH VET SCHOOL 
AND LIVE TO TELL THE TALE

NAT GEO WILD’S NEW SERIES VET SCHOOL GOES BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S TOP VETERINARY SCHOOLS

Vet School Premieres Saturday, Sept. 19,10/9c on Nat Geo WILD

(WASHINGTON, D.C. -  July 15, 2015) Grab your stethoscope, leave your nerves at the door and step 
into the high-pressure, big-reward world at one of the top vet schools in the country, Cornell University 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Nat Geo WILD has exclusive access to follow first-year students 
mastering the basics, and fourth-year students handling difficult cases from hamsters to horses. Will 
this cream-of-the-crop crew crack under the pressure of first injections, squirmy patients and animals 
they’ve never seen before? Vet School premieres Saturday, Sept. 19, at 10/9c on Nat Geo WILD (for 
more information on Vet School, visit www.natgeowild.com and follow us on Twitter at 
twitter.com/NGC PR).

Now, it’s no secret that Nat Geo WILD loves veterinarians. Our No. 1 show is The Incredible Dr.
Pol; last year we introduced ratings winner, Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER; and Dr. Oakley, Yukon Vet 
has been a network mainstay. Vet School brings us all the way back to the first step of a vet’s career, 
when they are overwhelmed every day with a mountain of information that they must digest, commit to 
memory and recall at a moment’s notice. What unites them all is a love for animals and a passionate 
desire to make a difference. These qualities are what make all of our vet shows must-watch TV, and 
Vet School is a natural extension of our success in the genre.

In medical school, students learn to care for one species. In Vet School, students train to care for 
hundreds. See for yourself the blood, sweat and tears it takes to become a top vet. . Students must 
quickly master tasks including restraining animals, repairing a bone fracture in a horse’s leg, inserting a 
pacemaker into a dog, and removing an abscess from a pet turkey. All in a day’s work.

Hannah Brodlie, Cristina Bustamante and Dan Cimino are first-year students who love animals and 
learning, but they are negotiating a steep learning curve on the road to becoming licensed vets. 
Hannah has worked in vet offices for years and wants nothing more than to be around animals all the 
time. Cristina is an international student from Colombia who looks forward to working with dogs day in 
and day out. Dan hopes to specialize in surgery. Singen Elliott, Aria Hill, and Aziza Glass are fourth- 
year students who are about to begin their professional careers. Aziza still struggles with her emotional 
investment in patients, Aria continues to work harder than ever before, and Singen dreams of becoming 
a large-animal surgeon.

Welcome to the world of Vet School, where students celebrate finishing an exam by sleeping an hour 
before studying for the next one. Good luck, students!

http://www.natgeowild.com
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Premiere Vet School Episodes Include:

Vet School: Crash Course 
Premieres Saturday, Sept. 19,10/9c
First-year student Dan Cimino gets an in-depth introduction to the chaos of an ER. The evening begins 
slowly, but before long there are two serious emergencies. Fourth-year student Aria Hill is rewarded 
with some hands-on work during surgery to remove 10 teeth from a cat. Fourth-year student Singen 
Eliott is schooled by an orthopedic surgeon who reminds him to treat the patient as the tiny kitten he is, 
not like one of Singen’s beloved horse patients.

Vet School: Day One
Premieres Saturday, Sept. 26,10/9c
The first-year students are excited starting their veterinary school career but, much to their chagrin, 
they start by ... dancing? Fourth-year student Singen Elliott loves large animals, but every veterinary 
student must rotate through small animals on their quest for a degree. Will Sophia the cat be his 
undoing? Finally, Millie, a 3-year-old bulldog, is in critical condition. She has congestive heart failure 
and has come to Cornell’s Companion Animal Hospital in a last-ditch effort to save her life. Fourth-year 
student Aziza Glass, in her first cardiology rotation, is part of the team that hopes to save Millie. Will this 
little bulldog make it through surgery?

Vet School: In Need of a Miracle 
Premieres Saturday, Oct. 3 ,10/9c
A patient comes in with a possible diagnosis of an aggressive form of cancer, but the final x-ray reveals 
something unusual. Fourth-year student Singen Elliott is working on Lewis, a dog with a suspected 
breathing issue. The problem is, when the docs try to get the dog to cough, they can’t seem to re-create 
the problem. Enter Singen, who is told to run Lewis around the hospital hallways to see if that works. 
Fourth-year student Aziza Glass’ rotation in large animal medicine has been fairly quiet, except for one 
vociferous miniature donkey named Leslie who is in for a general checkup. Seems simple enough, but 
Leslie has quite the mind of her own!

Vet School is produced by Thinkfactory Media for Nat Geo WILD. Thinkfactory Media executive vice 
president is Adam Reed, creative director is Adam Freeman, and executive producer is Lisa Tanzer. 
For Nat Geo WILD, executive producer is Jenny Apostol, senior vice president of development and 
production is Janet Von Hissering, and executive vice president and general manager is Geoff Daniels.

###

About Nat Geo WILD
Experience the best, most intimate encounters with wildlife ever seen on television. Backed by its unparalleled 
reputation for quality and blue-chip programming, Nat Geo WILD is dedicated to providing a unique insight into 
the natural world, the environment and the amazing creatures that inhabit it. From the most remote environments, 
to the forbidding depths of our oceans, to the protected parks on our doorsteps, Nat Geo WILD will use 
spectacular cinematography and compelling storytelling to take viewers on unforgettable journeys into the wild 
world. Launched in 2006, Nat Geo WILD is part of National Geographic Channels International (NGCI) and is 
available in more than 90 countries and 100 million homes. Nat Geo WILD HD launched in the U.K. in March 
2009, and is also available in Greece, Latin America, Poland, Spain and Russia. Further expansion is expected 
globally. For more information, please visit www.natqeotv.com.

CONTACT:
Kate Hawken, Bullseye Communications, 571-451-6330, kate.hawken@bullsevecomm.com

http://www.natqeotv.com
mailto:kate.hawken@bullsevecomm.com
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planner directly.
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