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Wildlife ecologist Shirley Atkinson speaks at the Reunion Weekend 2017 panel
"Wildlife Health Cornell: Because We Need Nature, and Nature Needs Us" in
Statler Auditorium.
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Wildlife Health Cornell takes new approach to natural world
By Sheri Englund

We need nature – and

nature needs us. It’s a

novel approach to wildlife

conservation and the

founding principle of a

new initiative from the

College of Veterinary

Medicine. Led by some of

the world’s top wildlife

health experts, Wildlife

Health Cornell seeks a

healthier future for wildlife

by promoting the well-

being of animals, people

and the natural world we

share.

A Reunion Weekend panel

June 9, co-sponsored by the College of Veterinary Medicine and the David R. Atkinson Center

for a Sustainable Future, introduced Wildlife Health Cornell and four members of its research

and policy team: Steven Osofsky, Martin Gilbert, Shirley Atkinson and Beth Bunting, from

Cornell’s Department of Population Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences. More than 100 Cornell

alumni, sta䍗 and veterinary students attended the session at Statler Auditorium.

After an introduction by Provost Michael Kotliko䍗, the session showcased conservation research

and �eld experiences from the Wildlife Health Cornell team. Osofsky and Bunting are Atkinson

Center faculty fellows. Osofsky and Atkinson (with Randy Worobo, professor of food science)

recently received an Academic Venture Fund grant for research in Botswana to test new

guidelines for biosafety in beef production that rely on practical risk mitigation steps, instead of

habitat-disrupting fences.

Osofsky described ongoing e䍗orts to stop a “slow-motion environmental train wreck” in

southern Africa, where massive fences built to protect livestock from foot-and-mouth disease

had the unintended consequence of cutting o䍗 seasonal wildlife migration routes. Now eco-

tourism rivals the beef industry as a source of livelihoods, and researchers are working with

government agencies and local people to recreate wildlife corridors, while �nding new ways to

promote safe beef exports.

Atkinson stressed building trust and bringing people to the table to mend the historical rift

between the wildlife conservation and livestock sectors. “We used health as the entry point – not

disease,” she said, “to talk about ensuring the health of people and livelihoods and building a

healthy environment so that wildlife and cattle can thrive.”

EDITOR'S
PICKS

MOST
EMAILED

MOST
READ

TRENDING

Berry for your thoughts: Contest
seeks name for grape

Rising seas could result in 2
billion refugees by 2100

Cohen wins Gates grant for her
new take on male contraception

Human tissue model developed to
test colon cancer drugs

RELATED STORIES

Cornell Chronicle coverage of Reunion
Weekend 2017

SHARE

 Facebook

 LinkedIn

 Reddit

 StumbleUpon

 Twitter

0

 Printerfriendly version

 Send by email

STORY CONTACTS

Cornell Chronicle
George Lowery
6072552171
gpl5@cornell.edu

Media Contact
Joe Schwartz
6072546235
bjs54@cornell.edu

  Bookmark 

http://news.cornell.edu/
http://news.cornell.edu/bookmarks
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/science-tech-medicine
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/arts-humanities
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/business-law-society
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/campus-life
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/global-outreach
http://news.cornell.edu/archive
http://www.cornell.edu/
http://www.cornell.edu/search/
http://news.cornell.edu/sites/chronicle.cornell/files/wildlife460.jpg?itok=bvB9DeHg
mailto:cunews@cornell.edu
https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/
http://www.atkinson.cornell.edu/index.php
http://www.acsf.cornell.edu/about/people/fellows/view.php?NetID=sao27
http://www.acsf.cornell.edu/about/people/fellows/view.php?NetID=emb54
http://www.atkinson.cornell.edu/grants/avf/
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world?qt-what_s_hot=0#qt-what_s_hot
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world?qt-what_s_hot=1#qt-what_s_hot
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world?qt-what_s_hot=2#qt-what_s_hot
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/berry-your-thoughts-contest-seeks-name-grape
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/rising-seas-could-result-2-billion-refugees-2100
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/cohen-wins-gates-grant-her-new-take-male-contraception
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/human-tissue-model-developed-test-colon-cancer-drugs
http://news.cornell.edu/categories/reunion-2017
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A//news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world&t=Wildlife%20Health%20Cornell%20takes%20new%20approach%20to%20natural%20world
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A//news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world&title=Wildlife%20Health%20Cornell%20takes%20new%20approach%20to%20natural%20world&summary=Jason%20Koski/University%20PhotographyWildlife%20ecologist%20Shirley%20Atkinson%20speaks%20at%20the%20Reunion%20Weekend%202017%20panel%20%22Wildlife%20Health%20Cornell%3A%20Because%20We%20Need%20Nature%2C%20and%20Nature%20Needs%20Us%22%20in%20Statler%20Auditorium.We%20need%20nature%20%E2%80%93%20and%20nat&source=Cornell%20Chronicle
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A//news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world&title=Wildlife%20Health%20Cornell%20takes%20new%20approach%20to%20natural%20world
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A//news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world&title=Wildlife%20Health%20Cornell%20takes%20new%20approach%20to%20natural%20world
http://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A//news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlife-health-cornell-takes-new-approach-natural-world&text=Wildlife%20Health%20Cornell%20takes%20new%20approach%20to%20natural%20world
http://news.cornell.edu/print/46801
http://news.cornell.edu/printmail/46801
mailto:gpl5@cornell.edu
mailto:bjs54@cornell.edu
http://news.cornell.edu/flag/flag/bookmarks/46801?destination=node/46801&token=44a37512a5dd32de1d2eec50ac4a0b19&has_js=1


6/22/2017 Wildlife Health Cornell takes new approach to natural world | Cornell Chronicle

http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/06/wildlifehealthcornelltakesnewapproachnaturalworld 2/2

About the Office Contact Us Cornell Chronicle • 312 College Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 • 6072554206 ©2017

Gilbert discussed his work tracking an epidemic of canine distemper killing large cats in the

Russian far east. Researchers discovered that a modi�ed live virus is e䍗ective and safe in zoo

tigers. Vaccinating these rare and wary animals in the wild is the real challenge, but with only

400 tigers left in the Russian forest, he said, “vaccinating even a couple of tigers a year could be

enough to head o䍗 extinction.”

Bunting has been working with New York State’s Department of Environmental Conservation

since 2010 to build a comprehensive wildlife health program. “Managing game used to be the

state’s top priority,” she said. “Now disease in wildlife is one of our most important public health

issues.” She described how lead from hunters’ ammunition can move from game into the human

food supply, and even into threatened species like bald eagles that scavenge lead-tainted meat.

Questions from attendees – including many veterinary college alumni and students – explored

the contributions veterinarians can make to public and environmental health and highlighted

links between clinical work and public policy.

Osofsky noted the important role Cornell veterinary graduates, as respected professionals in

their communities, can play in expanding understanding of the relationships between the health

of domestic animals and wildlife, human health and stewardship of the environment.

“Veterinarians are perfect ambassadors for planetary health,” he said.

Sheri Englund is the Atkinson Center’s science writer and editor. 
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