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PROFESSOR WELLINGTON FETED AT 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Professor Richard Wellington celebrated his 90th birthday last night
(October 10, 1974) at a special reception held at Indian Acres,
the farm of his son and daugther-in-law, John and lone Wellington.
A very unassuming lead, right, for a rather remarkable individual who reached
a milestone in his life that not all that many are privileged to see, on this
earth at least. But, that’s just the way this guy is—unassuming, but full
of more vitality, enthusiasm, and energy than most people half his age.
How many of us at the age of 90 could stand around for more than four hours
shaking the hands of scores of friends who dropped by Indian Acres to
offer him their best wishes. And, knowing “ Dick” he probably
remembered the name of practically everyone who came and could tell them
quite a bit about their lives as well as his own.
Yes, a truly remarkable individual. His daily visits to Jordan Hall
are anticipated and welcomed by us all. There are some tense moments
throughout the year though when we happen to look out the window and see
Dick climbing one of his favorite apple trees behind his home right next
to the Station. But then we remind ourselves that he is one of those
special people, who never worries about himself and knows that that tree is
almost an extension of his body just like his arms or legs.

Dick retired from the Experiment Station more than twenty years ago—that’s
more years than most of us have worked at the Experiment Station. He was
a member of the staff for forty years, first beginning
his association in 1906 as Assistant Horticulturist. The records show it
was one of those hot days in July in 1906 when Dick, just out of Amherst,
made his way up Castle Street to the Station. The first thing he noticed
was that every pane of glass was broken in the greenhouses. As he turned
the corner onto North Street, he cautiously worked his way through the foot
deep ruts of the unpaved road. His highly polished patent leather shoes
were rapidly becoming dusty.
He was somewhat concerned about the future of the Station
as his eyes took in the surroundings. However, just a few moments later
his fears were put aside as then Director Jordan told him of the torrential
rain and hailstorm that had recently hit Geneva ruining most of the crops
and breaking the glass in the greenhouses.
Dick was the third horticulturist to be hired by the Station. He
joined the Division of the Station headed by U. P. Hedrick, a scientist
who eventually would become Director of the Station. In fact, Dick has
known or worked for seven of the nine Directors of the Station
in his lifetime.
In 1911, Dick earned his Master’s degree from Harvard University
and, in 1913, he left Geneva for a seven-year stint of teaching and
research at Minnesota and Maryland. He returned in 1920 as Associate
Horticulturist.
Dick took over as Head of the Division
in 1929, and during his tenure it and the Station became world
known for contributions made in fruit breeding and the cultural aspects of
pomology. Although his special interests were in grape breeding, he
spent considerable time on many of the different fruits and some vegetables
as well. During his lifetime at the Station, Dick was credited with naming
more than seventy apples, cherries, grapes, pears, strawberries, plums, raspberries,
and gooseberries, many of which are still grown in quantity throughout the
world.
As well as his duties at the Station, Dick served as Secretary-Treasurer
of the New York State Fruit Testing Cooperative Association for more than
thirty years. During that time the membership of the Association grew from
largely one of serving New York to including individuals from every state
in the union plus many foreign countries.
Special recognition of his accomplishments as a fruit breeder
was made by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society in 1937 when he
received the Society’s gold medal. In 1949, he received the Jackson
Dawson medal from the Society as well.
Dick holds a very special place in the hearts of many here at the
Station and at Cornell University. We congratulate him again on his
90th birthday, and will look forward to his centennial celebration in 1984.
But, please, Dick, be a little less reckless climbing those apple
trees.

