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Political disruption, energy crisis, devaluation o f the 
dollar, rising food prices, and other such items have made 
frequent headlines this past year.

Some o f the greatest strains in the history o f our nation 
are currently being placed on our economy and people. Any one 
o f these major problems would place some nations in peril.
A combination o f them, such as we are having to face, would 
certainly cause almost disastrous results in many nations.

However, it seems highly significant that the United States 
as a country and its people are somehow able to continue operating 
in a fairly normal way. What we are witnessing today is a test o f 
the democratic way o f life.

Many in the world feel we are a weak people—that we cannot 
tolerate adverse conditions after developing, over such a long 
period, a liking for affluency and special conveniences. Yet, 
these people are proved wrong. The American people have been 
brought closer together through adversity, and, most importantly, 
the democratic process is standing up to one o f its most crucial 
tests with flying colors.

In a very simplified way, the key to a democratic society 
is freedom. But, it cannot be freedom by itself—it must be freedom 
with responsibility. And, that is what the American people are 
showing at the present time. We are willing to assume the responsi
bility in a crisis. We are willing to work together as a massive 
group o f highly diversified people to bring about a satisfactory 
conclusion.

What does this have to do with the season that is upon us?
Perhaps nothing, perhaps a great deal. The Christmas season has a 
uniqueness to it that has endured through the centuries. It is 
a time for laughter, a time for evaluation o f our life, our 
hopes, our desires, our accomplishments, a time to reflect on 
those things that we have done during the year, and, above all, a 
time for togetherness.

The Spirit o f Christmas brings out the best in the worst o f 
us. We almost become childlike—not childish, for there is a world 
o f difference—in our behavior, which is good. We seem to lose some 
o f the inhibitions and harshness that years o f growing to maturity 
have instilled in us so that we can continue to survive in a very 
real and sometimes cold world. During this time o f the year we 
often laugh at things that normally would cause no laughter, and 
we feel good for the chance to release our emotions.

We spend extra hours getting our homes ready—that inconspicuous 
cobweb that has been trailing down the corner o f the living room 
wall since last February becomes a mortal sin and is removed. 
Beautiful adornments—sometimes simple in form and inexpensive, 
sometimes ornate and luxurious—are placed throughout the house to 
signify to all that our home is open to all for the holidays.



Many o f us send Christmas cards to friends and acquaintances 
throughout the world. For the majority o f those who receive these 
cards it is the only contact we have with them from year to year. 
And, when we receive their cards in return, how warm a feeling we 
get to know that there is still that ember o f a friendship that 
we thought might have waned through a separation by distance or 
a change in living patterns.

And, then there is our home, our relatives, and our very 
deep and personal feelings o f what Christmas really means to us.
We are drawn closer together as a family. We laugh with each other 
not at each other. We shop together, we play together, we decorate 
our homes together, we choose the Christmas tree together, we 
exchange gifts together, and we pray together.

What we do is symbolic o f what happened so very many years 
ago when a virgin gave birth to a baby under the most difficult 
conditions. The magnetism o f this miracle has somehow stayed 
with us throughout time. What a truly remarkable time o f the year.

May each o f you have the most joy ous and personal o f 
Christmases and a very Happy New Year.
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