
This was not a totally unexpected development for she is 10 years old 
and at the age when questions are a fact of life rather than the ex
ception. Total acceptance is rare at that age and we assume will become 
even more rare as she grows older.
What did cause a brief moment of apprehension was that our younger 
daughter is age 7 and still has the faith and innocence of one of so 
few years. She was looking forward to Santa’s annual visit that 
traditionally began with setting out a plate of cookies and a glass 
of milk the last thing before going to bed Christmas Eve and then 
concluded the following morning with the stockings full of little 
trinkets and the tree nearby surrounded with gifts.
Fortunately, the older daughter solved the problem very nicely when 
she added to her original statement, “But, Dad, I believe in the 
Spirit of Santa Claus.” A little questioning quickly brought out the 
fact that what she really believed in was the Spirit of Christmas.
In fact, her explanation, as we talked longer, took on a lot of some
times forgotten meaning of this the most celebrated time of the year.
She said she liked the way people talked to each other, the concern 
they have for each other’s feelings, the extra little bit of laughter 
that seems to float through the home, the special consideration given 
to almost everyone with whom you come in contact, and the way the 
family works together putting up the tree and all the other decorations 
that help make each home have its own kind of Spirit of Christmas.
What she said and was thinking does have a great deal of meaning and is 
food for thought. About this time of year the whole tempo of life 
changes for most of us, and we seem to renew our systems by taking a 
good long look at what we want from life.
Our Christmas card this year says, “May you have the gladness of 
Christmas which is HOPE, the spirit of Christmas which is PEACE, 
and the heart of Christmas which is LOVE. These three words, hope, 
peace, and love, are really the basis of most lives. Hope and love 
would appear to be somewhat easier to attain than peace, either with 
ourselves or with the rest of mankind.
Someday we may achive that ultimate goal of peace on earth good will 
to all men. Let us hope that it will be soon.
May you have the most joyous of holidays and the happiest of new years.
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