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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 1—10:15 a.m.—Tour, Fifth Graders, High 

Street School
4—8:00 p.m.— Mrs. Barton’s Home—Ceres 

Circle
8—7:30 p.m.—Staff Room, Jordan Hall- 

Finger Lakes Astronomy Club 
15—6:00 p.m.—Jordan Hall—Station Club 

Christmas Party
DEFOREST H. PALMITER DIES

We were saddened by the sudden death of Dr. 
DeForest H. Palmiter, professor of plant pathology 
emeritus, on November 4, 1972 from a heart attack.

Dr. Palmiter retired in December 1969 after spend
ing 32 years at the Station’s Hudson Valley Labora
tory. He was in charge of research on diseases of 
orchard fruits occurring in eastern New York. His 
development and testing program for organic fungi
cides resulted in recommendations used commonly 
by growers today. Among the pioneers in the field of

organic fungicides, Dr. Palmiter first began testing 
them in the early 1940’s.

During his career, he published more than 80 
scientific articles primarily dealing with studies of the 
epidemiology and control of several fungal, bacterial, 
and viral diseases of orchard fruits. His recommenda
tions for disease control in eastern New York have 
been widely copied by many New England States and 
have saved fruit growers in these areas millions of 
dollars.

Dr. Palmiter joined the Geneva staff in 1937 as an 
associate in research and was reclassified to assistant 
professor in 1941. He was promoted to associate 
professor in 1945 and professor in 1949. His activities 
were not confined solely to the problems in eastern 
New York for he had been called upon to assist in 
solving disease problems in Europe, South America, 
Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines. His 
latest sabbatical leave was from September 1967 to 
March 1968 when he spent 6 months in the Philip
pines at the Central Philippines University, Iloilo 
City. During his stay in the Philippines, he studied 
courses offered at the University related to plant



diseases and worked with local agricultural leaders to 
discover the more important plant diseases limiting 
food production in that particular area.

A native of Antigo, Wisconsin, Dr. Palmiter receiv
ed the B. S. degree from Oregon State University in 
1927 and the M. S. and Ph.D. degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1929 and 1932 respective
ly. His doctoral dissertation dealt with growth and 
sexual reproduction of the apple scab fungus, Ven- 
turia inaequalis, in artificial media. He remained as a 
post-doctoral fellow at the University of Wisconsin 
from 1932-1937 to continue his research with this 
disease pathogen.

Dr. Palmiter was a member of Sigma Xi, the New 
York State Horticultural Society (honorary), and the 
American Phytopathological Society. He served as 
president of the Northeastern Division of the Ameri
can Phytopathological Society in 1949.

Dr. Palmiter’s home was in Poughkeepsie, New 
York, and he is survived by his wife, Viola; a 
daughter, Mrs. George (Ruth) Spencer; and two sons, 
Russell and Richard.

CHRISTMAS PARTY SET DECEMBER 15
Soon it will be time for the Annual Christmas 

Party sponsored by Station Club.
Date of this gala event is Friday, December 15, at 6 

p.m. The format will be much the same as the last 
two years with an adult tea and special emphasis 
placed on Santaland for the children. There will be 
several booths placed around the auditorium with 
goodies for the younger set, and Santa will be in his 
special chair in Toyland for the evening.

Some changes will be noted by those attending this 
year. Because many of the teenagers help with the 
younger children, the teenage portion of the party 
will be less elaborate. Arrangements have been made 
to have a record player available so that they can play 
their own music, and pop and potato chips will be 
served.

General chairman of this year’s party is Ron Ruhr, 
Entomology. Ron has asked that everyone be remind
ed to bring a donation of small gifts for operation 
Merry Christmas which will be given to needy people. 
For those who are unable to attend our Christmas 
party, a box will be located in the Business Office in 
Jordan Hall for you to deposit your gifts. Those 
coming to the party should bring their gifts that 
night. Needed most are small inexpensive gifts for 
husbands and wives that are wrapped. These should 
be marked either “man” or “woman.”

Ron also says that some people have not yet signed 
up for the Christmas party. They should do so as 
soon as possible so that Santa will be sure to have a 
gift for the smaller children. Please contact Ada Hill 
(2361) if you are planning to come to the party and 
have not signed up yet.

STATION CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE CONTINUES

Station Club is currently in the midst of its annual 
membership drive under the chairmanship of Kathy 
O’Riely. Dues are $1.50 for single memberships and 
$3.00 for families.

This is an excellent organization that does a great 
deal to promote social togetherness among the more 
than 300 employees of the Station. It would be ideal 
if all employees were members of Station Club. 
Membership last year only reached slightly more than 
50 per cent, and nothing would please Kathy more 
than to have a significant improvement in this figure.

Various activities are sponsored by the Club during

the year including such things as the Christmas Party, 
softball games, the fall dinner, and a number of other 
social events. As a member of Station Club the price 
that you pay for attending any of the events for 
which there might be a charge is less than if you are 
not members.

So, please contact your departmental representa
tive as soon as possible to take out your membership 
in Station Club.

VISITORS
B. S. P. Wang, Forestry Officer of the Petawawa 

Forest Experiment Station, Chalk River, Ontario, 
Canada, spent 2 days in the Department of Seed 
Investigations with members of the seed testing de
partment and conferring with Claude Heit on tree 
seed testing. He was especially interested in testing 
methods with the Association of Official Seed Ana
lysts and the International Seed Testing Association 
rules. He is a Canadian member of both associations. 
Mr. Wang also wished to learn techniques in testing 
dormant seed, especially embryo excision, and vari
ous equipment in extraction and cleaning and purity 
analysis.

Dr. K. S. Milne, Massey University, New Zealand; 
Dr. George Nyland, University of California at Davis; 
and Dr. P. R. Fry, DSIR, Auckland, New Zealand, 
recently visited Jerry Uyemoto and other staff mem
bers of our Plant Pathology Department.

Also visiting recently in Plant Pathology were Drs. 
Harry Keil and Tom van der Zwet of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Beltsville, and Dr. Bill 
Oitto of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Woos
ter, Ohio. They were all here to discuss the recent 
severe fireblight epidemic on apples in western New 
York with Station pathologists and pomologists.

MEETINGS
Desmond Dolan and Frank Pfleger, Plant Introduc

tion, attended the 32nd annual meeting of the North
eastern Division of the American Phytopathological 
Society November 2 and 3 in Syracuse. Several 
members of the Department of Plant Pathology also 
attended this meeting with George Abawi, Herb 
Aldwinckle, Joe Keplinger, Jerry Uyemoto, and Mike 
Szkolnik presenting papers.

George Abawi, John Gilpatrick, Mike Szkolnik, A1 
Braun, and Jim Hunter gave talks at the Annual New 
York State Pesticide Conference held November 
13-16 on the Ithaca campus.

John Bourke, Food Science, attended the NE 36 
meeting held at Pennsylvania State University Octo
ber 31-November 2.

Don Splittstoesser, Food Science, participated in 
the American Wine Society meeting on November 3-5 
at the University of Maryland, College Park. He spoke 
on wine yeasts.

Ross Hackler, Food Science, attended the annual 
meeting of the Association of Cereal Chemists Octo
ber 28-November 3 in Miami, Florida. He presented a 
paper entitled, “Evaluation of Protein Quality in 
Breakfast Products When Consumed with Skim 
Milk.”

Yong Hang, Food Science, attended the meeting of 
the Central New York branch of the American Socie
ty for Microbiology at SUNY at Binghamton on 
November 4. He presented his paper, “Use of Yeast in 
the Treatment of Sauerkraut Waste Effluents.”

On November 8-10, John Stamer, Food Science, 
attended the Food Microbiology Research Conferen
ce in Monticello, Illinois.



Don Downing, Food Science, represented New 
York State at the National Canners Association’s 
Washington Laboratory Committee annual review of 
research and service activities in the Northeast held 
November 15 in Washington, D. C. He also participat
ed in the program committee meeting for the 1973 
National Food Processing Waste Symposium which is 
being cosponsored by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the National Canners Association, and Cor
nell University.

Dr. R. A. Gallop, Head of the Department of Food 
Science, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada, 
presented a seminar concerning the food technology 
program of that university November 17 in Jordan 
Hall. Dr. Gallop was the guest speaker the previous 
night at a joint meeting of the Central and Western 
sections of the Institute of Food Technologists in 
Fulton, N. Y. Among those attending that meeting 
were Don Downing, Jim Moyer, Bob Shallenberger, 
Lou Massey, and C. Y. Lee, Food Science.

John Cain, Pomology and Viticulture, attended a 
2-day fruit school at the Ohio Agricultural Research 
and Development Center, Wooster on November 
27-28. He gave two talks, one on mechanical pruning 
and the other on interception of solar radiation by 
hedgerows.

Gary Harman, Seed Investigations, presented a 
seminar in the Department of Floriculture, Ithaca, on 
November 30 entitled, “Events in Pea Seed Deteriora
tion by Storage Fungi.” On December 4, he will give 
a talk on “Seed Deterioration and Decay, the Effect 
of Micro-organisms” at the 34th Annual Cornell Seed 
Conference held at the Sheraton Inn, Ithaca.

Roy Nittler, Seed Investigations, attended the joint 
meeting of the Atlantic Seedsmen’s Association and 
the Lawn Seed Division of the American Seed Trade 
Association in New York City November 9 and 10. 
He spoke on “New Seed Testing Techniques and 
Their Application to Variety Differentation.”

Ring Carde, Entomology, presented a seminar at 
3M Company, St. Paul, Minnesota on November 10. 
The talk was on “Possibilites of Insect Control with 
Pheromones.”

Ed Glass, Entomology, was in Washington, D. C. 
October 29-31. He attended a meeting of the advisory 
group of UC/AID Crop Protection and Related En
vironmental Problems and conferred with CSRS and 
NSF personnel.

STOEWSAND AWARDED FELLOWSHIP
Gil Stoewsand, Food Science, was recently award

ed a Pan American Health Organization (WHO) travel
ing fellowship for a few weeks of travel in October 
and November in Germany, Switzerland, and Sweden. 
This was for the purposes of conferences on grape 
toxicology in Germany and Switzerland and mercury 
environmental contamination in Sweden. Gil also 
visited all major enology and viticulture experiment 
stations in Germany. In Switzerland, he met with 
Heinrich Arn, formerly with our Department of 
Entomology, who said that about 14 Genevans had 
visited him in Wadenswil since he left Geneva a year 
ago.

RETIREMENT
Hugh V. Iddings, head custodian, retired November 

1. He joined the Station staff September 16, 1968 as 
a janitor in Food Science and Technology. Although 
Hugh spent most of his time in Food Science until his 
retirement, he also was responsible for the General 
Services Building after it was constructed. We wish 
Hugh the very best in his retirement.

DEATH
Although Station News is dated the last day of the 

month, it frequently does not get to press until 
sometime early the following month. While waiting 
for press time, we learned of the untimely and tragic 
death of Danny Hunter, the 15-year old son of Dr. 
and Mrs. James Hunter, Plant Pathology. Sympathies 
of the entire Station family are extended to the 
Hunters at this very sad time in their lives. A 
memorial fund is being established in Danny’s name 
that will be used to further youth activities in Hawaii. 
If you are interested in contributing, please contact 
your department secretary.

CORNELL UNIVERSITY SENATE
Petitioning for University Senator begins Novem

ber 27 and ends February 8, 1973.
Remember, there are three categories: Non-ex

empt, Exempt, and Faculty, and nominating petitions 
should be submitted from each group. Forms may be 
obtained from the Personnel Office, Jordan Hall.

BIRTH
Congratulations to Anwar and Tamken Ahmed 

Khan, Seed Investigations, on the birth of a son 
weighing 6 pounds, 10 ounces on November 28.

HEALTH REPORTS
Ken Miller, Entomology, has returned home from 

Geneva General Hospital after undergoing surgery. 
Ken is making satisfactory progress toward recovery.

Charlene Dunham, Business Office, is recuperating 
at home from surgery performed November 17. She 
reports that she is feeling stronger each day and hopes 
to return to work in 2 or 3 weeks.

DeWayne Norsen, Custodian, has been discharged 
from Upstate Medical Center in Syracuse and is also 
recuperating at home. DeWayne visited the Station 
recently and appears to be making a remarkable 
recovery.

It’s good to see Dave Guilfoose, Farm Services, 
around the Station again after over a year on extend
ed sick leave recovering from an automobile accident.

CLASSIFIED
For Sale: Absolutely top notch black Labrador 

pups about 11 weeks old, for bench and field. Fine 
pedigree, AKC registered, good choice, reasonably 
priced. Dandy Christmas present for the old man. 
Gary Howard, Pomology, 787-2228.



WEATHER
Snow,

Max. Min.
Rain, Melted 

Snow, etc.
Snow,
Sleet,
Hail

Sleet, 
Hail, Ice 

on ground 
(inches)

November 1 40 31
2 48 38 .30
3 57 47 .39
4 55 39
5 44 36 .12
6 45 37
7 45 35
8 55 38 .80
9 52 38 1.27

10 40 36
11 44 33 .13
12 46 38 .05
13 46 28
14 45 31 .62 1.7 2.0
15 32 25 .42 2.0 4.0
16 28 24 .01 .2 4.0
17 33 19 3.0
18 35 19
19 37 21
20 36 22 .38 3.0 5.0
21 34 25 4.0
22 29 19 .01 .5 4.0
23 28 16 .01 .7 5.0
24 33 21 tr. tr. 4 .0
25 34 21 3.0
26 39 28 .80 3.0
27 40 33 .10 tr. 1.0
28 42 32
29 32 26 .08 .3
30 33 23


