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DR. FOSTER L. GAMBRELL, STATION ENTOMOLOGIST 
DIES FOLLOWING MEETING IN NEW YORK CITY

Dr. Foster L. Gambrell, 66. a leading entomologist with Cornell 

University's New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva, died 

yesterday afternoon in New York City. He had been with the Station since 

1925.

The scientist was in New York to attend a meeting of the Eastern Plant 

Board held earlier yesterday morning at which he had presented a scientific 

paper. His schedule called for him to board a plane at a New York airport in 

the afternoon so that he could make another speaking engagement at Keuka College 

last night.

Word was received by his wife, Lydia, from airport officials shortly after 

lunch that Dr. Gambrell had suffered a stroke while waiting for his plane. A few 

hours later word came that the stroke had proved fatal.

During his 42-year career with the New York State Agricultural Experiment 

Station, Dr. Gambrell became world-known for his reaearch on insects affecting 

nursery, turf, shade tree, and ornamental plants. Much of his research effort 

was directed toward eliminating and controlling an insect which he was the first 

to discover in North Am erica—the European chafer. This insect can cause thousands 

of dollars of damage to lawns. More than 40 of his 100 scientific papers dealt with 

this pest. Because of his diligence and accurate recommendations, homeowners in 

New York State are able to prevent infestation by the European chafer, thereby 

preventing total destruction of established lawns.

In learning of Dr. Gambrell's death, Dr. Donald W. Barton, Director of 

the Geneva Station said today, "The Station has lost one of its closest friends and 

most dedicated scientists. After serving 42 years with the same institution, it is
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rare that you find an individual who is just as dedicated and who pursues his research 

just as vigorously as he did earlier in his career. Dr. Gambrell was such a man. In 

fact, his value to Cornell University in the field of nursery and turf insects was 

considered so great that he was recently granted an appointment beyond normal retire

ment age to complete certain phases of his research. "

Dr. Gambrell received his B.S. degree from Clemson Agriculture and 

Mechanical College in 1923, his M. S. and Ph.D. degrees from Ohio State University 

in 1925 and 1930 respectively. He joined the Geneva Experiment Station staff in 1925 

as an assistant in research, was promoted to assistant professor in entomology in 

1942, received his associate professorship in 1946, and was made a full professor 

in 1956.

He has visited many of the universities, colleges, and experiment stations in 

the United States and Canada during his travels, and, in 1962, attended the XVI 

International Horticultural Congress in Brussels, Belgium. In 1963, he spent a 

6-month sabbatic leave at the University of California, Riverside. He was a 

member of the scientific honorary societies Sigma Xi and Gamma Alpha. He had 

memberships as well in the Entomological Society of America and the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science. He is listed in the American Men of 

Science.

Dr. Gambrell's local activities included membership in the Eaton Bird Club 

of which he was president for many years. He was a member of the First Presbyterian 

Church, and he has served numerous years as a consultant to the Geneva Department 

of Public Works concerning proper spray schedules and corrective tneasures to take 

to control pests affecting shade trees and other ornamentals. He worked closely 

with the American Nurserymen's Association developing insect control programs.

He is survived by his wife, Lydia, who is professor and head of the 

department of biology at Keuka College, two sons, Kenneth Carl, a resident of 

Auburn, and Foster Lee, J r . , a resident of Baltimore, M d., two grandchildren, 

and a brother who is living in South Carolina.

Funeral arrangements are being made by Bennett Funeral Home, Inc.
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