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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 20 - 10:00 a. m.
21 - 10:00 a. m.

21 - 10:30 a. m.

21 - 1:00 p. m.

22 - 3:30 p. m.

28 - 1:00 p. m.

- Auditorium, Jordan Hall -  Regional Dairy Meeting
- Staff Room, Jordan Hall - N. Y. State Dog Wardens’ 

Assoc.
- Conference Room, Food Research Laboratory - 

Vegetable Crops Department Seminar
-  Conference Room, Jordan Hall -  Canners & Freezers 

Raw Products Planning Committee
- Staff Room, Jordan Hall -  Pomology Department 

Seminar
- Staff Room, Jordan Hall -  Electronic Farm Accounting
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS (continued)

December 28 - 2:00 p.m. - Tour: Yates County 4H Club
29 - 3:30 p.m. -  Staff Room, Jordan Hall - Pomology Department Seminar

CHRISTMAS—1966

It has been said many times that Christmas is for the enjoyment of children. 
And, in the literal sense, this is certainly true for we are all His children.

What always amazes me, though, is how one holiday season can generate so 
much excitement for young and old alike. We suddenly find ourselves doing little 
things for our neighbors that practically any other time of the year we might consider 
just another chore that society dictated we do. But, this time of the year we not only 
find them pleasant tasks, we also see if we can't do just a little more than is asked.

For me, Christmas is the most beautiful, most glorious day there is. I 
can remember my childhood days, just as if it were yesterday, when my father and 
mother used to hold "secret" conferences late at night after my brother and I were 
supposedly asleep. I remember that just about this time my father would come home 
early from his office and ask my brother and me if we would like to go for a hike 
in the woods and pick out the tree that soon would be gaily decorated in our living 
room. For us, this meant our heartbeats quickened since we knew that getting the 
tree indicated Christmas was just a few days away. We'd bundle up in our warmest 
clothes, Dad would get the old axe that had seen better days 10 years before we 
were born, and then we would head for one of the nearby farms. The last words 
from Mother were always, "Be sure and get a nice bushy one. "

It always seemed to take quite awhile to choose just the right tree, and by 
the time we returned home, Mother had brought about a major transformation in 
the normal appearance of our dwelling. Little candle angels smiled at us from 
practically every corner of the house, those colorful, mouth-watering Christmas 
cookies that she had worked so hard baking for days were brought from their 
hiding places and put in the open where we could get them, handmade wreaths and 
small Christmas trees adorned the sunroom, kitchen, and dining room, bells hung 
from archways strung with tinsel, and the Nativity scene stood out in the most 
prominent spot in the entire house—on top of the piano.

That evening we would all decorate the tree, first stretching out the many 
strings of lights so that there would be no kinks, each bulb would be checked, 
boxes of ornaments would be carefully unpacked, and packages of tinsel readied 
for adding that final touch. All the while Christmas carols were playing on the 
phonograph or radio.

And, then, before we knew it, Christmas Eve. Trip after trip was made 
from upstairs by our parents with presents for under the tree. By this time, my 
brother and I were so excited we could scarcely contain our emotions. Soon we 
headed for the evening church service, which even as impatient children left its 
indelible, beautiful impression upon us. We would come home, all in quiet 
thoughtfulness about the real meaning of Christmas.

Now, my children are just as excited, just as anxious, just as starry-eyed 
as I was a few years ago. It's funny though, I feel exactly as they do. In fact, 
Christmas means more to me now than ever before. And, this is as it should be.

May you all have the most beautiful, happiest, and most glorious of 
Christmases and a peaceful New Year.

CHRISTMAS PARTY HELD 
SANTA MAKES HIS ANNUAL VISIT

Tuesday of this week Station Club sponsored its annual Christmas party, and
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thanks to John Bourke and members of his committee, it will go down in history 
as one of the most successful in many years. There were more than 200 persons 
at the party, and Santa Claus was given a tumultuous welcome as he came into 
the auditorium in his sleigh. It was a pleasure to see so many of the retired 
members of the Station family at this year's Christmas party, and we wish there 
would be more excuses for them to revisit the institution which they helped 
develop into one of the leading experiment stations in the world.

STATION CLUB MEMBERSHIP DRIVE ENDS

Officers of Station Club wish to thank all of you who joined that organization 
this year. Results of the drive indicate that there are now more members in 
Station Club than last year. This indicates to me two things. Firstly, Station 
people are becoming more interested in the institution as an integral part of their 
life, and secondly, that Station Club itself is providing a high caliber, original 
group of programs. Congratulations are extended to Frank Consolie for his 
excellent work in running this membership drive.

MEETINGS

George Saravacos attended meetings of the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers in Detroit December 5 through 7, and the American Society of Ag
ricultural Engineers in Chicago December 7 through 9. He presented two papers 
on freeze-drying.

Bob LaBelle and Walt Wilkens also attended the ASAE meetings in Chicago 
and Walt gave a paper on soybean products.

Yesterday there was a meeting of the field of food science in the Food 
Research Laboratory conference room. During the meeting, graduate students 
from Ithaca were shown our food research facilities. Following the session, Bob 
LaBelle presented a seminar on utilization of mechanically harvested fruits.

Desmond Dolan attended the 2-day meeting at Ithaca of the 28th Annual 
Cornell Seed Conference December 5 and 6.

Dick Robinson is currently attending a tomato conference at Purdue 
University.

Morie Vittum, Nathan Peck, and Stan Shannon are spending yesterday and 
today at the Winter Meeting of the Empire State Soil Fertility Association at 
Ithaca.

VISITORS

Dr. Rachel Kurkela, Professor of Food Technology, University of 
Helsinki, Finland, visited our Food Science Department December 13. Dr. 
Kurkela was interested in seeing our modern equipment and research facilities 
and in discussing the many facets of our food research program.

NOTES OF INTEREST

Word was received that Alan Tate, a former employee of Vegetable Crops, 
will return to his old stand in that department next week.

Last Saturday, the A. C. Davises were given a surprise housewarming 
by members of the Entomology Department and the Davises' former neighbors 
on Castle Street.

George Darrow, a retired small fruit breeder from the Plant Introduction 
Station in Beltsville and a frequent visitor at our Station, has just written a book, 
The Strawberry: History, Breeding, and Physiology. The frontispiece is a color 
photograph by our own Paris Trail.
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WEATHER

Maximum Minimum
Rain, Melted 
Snow, etc.

December 3 20 12
4 15 4
5 26 7
6 34 23 .09
7 44 33 . 37
8 54 41 .47
9 62 50

10 63 43 . 11
11 59 30 .34
12 34 26 .02
13 32 17
14 34 21 . 01
15 38 29
16 33 29


