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PROFESSOR SAYRE RETIRES
Professor Charles B. Sayre reaches the mandatory retirement date today,after
34 years of service to the Station. He joined the former Department of Horticul
ture as Associate Horticulturist in 1925 and served in that capacity until 1928.
That year the present Department of Vegetable Crops was set up and Charlie was
named Frofessor of Vegetable Crops and Head of the Department, a post he has held
continuously since then. His career parallels that of increasing attention on the
part of the State and Cornell to problems encountered in the production of vege
table crops for processing. His contributions have been numerous
and varied and many of the cultural and fertilizer practices now
accepted as standard procedures are founded on his investigations.
He is the author of numerous Station publications and of articles
in scientific, trade, and popular journals. He was in frequent
demand as a speaker before farmer and processor groups, and the
latter manifested their appreciation of his work with special recog
nition at the field men1s school last spring. Professor Sayre is a
member of the AAAS, the Society for Horticultural Science, the
American Society of Agronomy, and the Soil Seience Society of America. He has
long been active in Geneva Rotary of \tfhich he was a former President and in Forth
Presbyterian Church. During World War I, Sayre started in as a Captain in the
Field Artillery at Fort Benjamin Harrison near Indianapolis. With a shortage of
officers, it often fell to his lot to double as executive officer, mess officer,
officer of the day, and other duties in addition to commanding his company. Being
a. perfectionist even in those days, it is not surprising to learn that in his
capacity as mess officer one day he condemned the meat ration (veal loaf) for his
company. Charlie says it didn’t "smell good” and he ordered the mess sergeant to
throw it out and douse it with oil. The next day his company was the only one in
the battalion that could mount guard, so prevalent was a wave of food poisoning
in the ranks,. This brought Charlie conspicuously to the attention of the "brass"
and he was promptly promoted to Major. (After the war he became a Colonel in the
Reserve.) Later he served at the School of Fire for Field Artillery at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma where he pioneered aerial fire control from a captive balloon. Harry
Truman passed through the School during Sayre’s terra of service and Wendell Wilkie
was a company commander in the same outfit at Fort Benjamin Harrison. Charlie
became a Cornell Professor. Thus crumbles the cookie, as they say in The Hew
Yorker. Professor and Mrs. Sayre h-nve been active in the social life of the
Station and their associates took time out last Friday afternoon for a tea in their
honor and an opportunity to wish them well for the years to come.

**************^
HAIL TO THE HEW CHIEF
It is now official. Don Barton is to be the new head of the Department of
Vegetable Crops, effective as of today. Doctor Barton was born in F ^ a s W / Calif
ornia, June 12, 1921, and received his undergraduate and graduate''— / )
training at the University of California, being awarded the
Ph. D. degree in 1949. That year he went to the University of
S )
Missouri on an Atomic Energy Commission post-doctoral Fellowship.
He came to the Station in 195"U Don is currently on Sabbatic leave
at the Oregon State College where he is pursuing investigations on
\n
pea breeding for disease resistance in the Horchwest pea seed growing

areas.

He vrill return to the Station March X, i960.
***************

Congratulations, Don!

IiT THE MEANTIME
Pending Doctor Barton1s return, Doctor M. T.Vittum is serving as Acting Head
of the Vegetable Crops Department. Vit came to the Station in 19*45, following a
year’s service in the Navy. Prior to that he had held positions at the Connecti
cut Experiment Station and at Purdue University. He is a graduate of Massachusetts
State University, with an M. S. from Connecticut and a Ph. D. from Purdue*

***************
BUILDING CEREMONY
Next Tuesday at about 3'00 Po M., the new Dean of the College of Agriculture,
Dr. Charles E. Palm; the Controller of Cornell University, Prof. A. H, Peterson;
the Director, heads of departments* and other interested persons will assemble at
the new Pood Science Building for the ceremony of stuffing the Relic Box which
will be sealed in the foundation of the building for archeologists to puzzle over
in the year 2059. Among Station items to be deposited in the box will be the
brochure, material from the 75th Anniversary Symposium, Earn Research, the C-eneva
Times special feature edition issued at the time of the 75 th Anniversary, a"~recent
annual reuort, etc. Formal dedication of the new building :1s contemplated for
next spring when it is hoped to have the Governor and other State officials present.
***************
NURSERYMEN COMING
Next Wednesday. July Sth, the Station will be host to the New York State
Nurserymen’s Association. The nurserymen are holding their summer meeting at
Ithaca, starting Monday, and vrill spend Wednesday morning here. Several demon
strations are being arranged for the auditorium in Jordan Hall, with trips to the
Plant Introduction and flower seed trials and the Rootstock farm.
***************

SOCIAL n o t e s
The Vegetable Crops Deportment entertained Professor and Mrs. Sayre at dinner
at Caruso’s last Wednesday, with 26 present. Professor Sayre was presented with
a gift*c,»...Veg-Crops also figured conspicuously in another important social
event last week, marking the culmination of a Station romancec Miss Barbara Smith
and Donald Lunick were united in marriage in the Lutheran Church, here in Geneva
Saturday. Barbara and Donald will continue in their jobs in the Department until
September when Donald will resume studies at Suringfield, Illinois Seminary,

***************
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US
The NEWS will be 36 years old tomorrow. On July 2, .1923, the pulse beat of
Station personnel quickened with the appearance of an
sheet mimeographed on
one side and said to be designed 55to keep all of us informed of matters of more
or less general interest to the staff*. -1 Many times -since when ve have felt that
it was too bad somebody dian-t tie a rock around the newborn progeny and drop it
in the lake. Gleaned from the 'pages'- of that first issue Is the enlightening bit
of information that, n0n July 1 the administration of the Station passed into the
hands of the Board of Trustees cf Cornell University, with Dr, P, ¥, Thatcher
holding the title of Director cf Experiment Stations. D:% Thatcher also becomes
a member of the Agricultural Council of Cornell University and will direct the
staff research of the College of Agriculture, the Cornel? University Exueriment
Station, the Geneva Station, and the Long Island Vegetable Research Farm,”... .It
is also recorded that, ’’Dean Mann (of the College of Agriculture) writes that it
is their intention to push the request for a new horticultural laboratory building
(now Hedrick Hall) at Genera before the next Legislature^.*oe.The Geneva. Times is
also reported to be planning ”to devote an entire page to agricultural matters
every Saturday night.”

***************

the rains

came

And they set some kind of a record with almost 3i inches within a 90 minute
period last Friday afternoon, just as the reception and tea for Frofessor and Ilf’s.
Sayre was getting underway. The weather did not dampen the spirit of the occasion
in the least, although it did prevent some folks from getting to the party, part
icularly where baby sitters were rained out.,..A quick check around the Station
reveals that probably the worst damage was done on the Canning Crons Farm where
there was serious erosion, although the extent of the damage to the experimental
plots has not yet been determined. There was also considerable washing in the
Plant Introduction plots, the flower seed plots, and on the Darrow Farm, Incident
ally, the precipitation on Darrow was 2.25 ia. as compared with 3«^ at the green
house. Probably the most annoying thin in connection with the storm was the shut
down of power due to flooding in the basement of the greenhouse where the trans
formers are located. Serious damage was averted by prompt action by the greenhouse,
heating plant, and farm crews.
***************
remember the date

Saturday, July 11, annual Station picnic at Cayuga Lake State Park. Details
later.
***************

