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ORIGIN 

Highland was selected from a progeny of 119 seedlings 
of a cross of Bartlett x Cornice made in 1944 by Dr. George 
Oberle. It first fruited in 1956 and was selected by the 
author for further test. In 1963, it was made available by the 

New York State Fruit Testing Cooperative Association for 
testing under the number, N.Y. 10274. It has continued to 
look promising, and numerous growers who have tested it 
have reported favorably on it. So, it was decided to in-
troduce it in 1974. The name, Highland, was chosen follow-
ing the tradition of naming pears after New York State place 
names. Highland, in the center of the Hudson Valley fruit 
area, is the location of the Hudson Valley Research 
Laboratory which has a long record of service to growers in 
the area. 

TREE 

The tree of Highland is medium in vigor and rather up-
right in growth until the branches are spread by fruiting. It 
begins fruiting when propagated on seedling roots, at the 
age of 5 years. On Quince A, bearing has not been es-
pecially speeded up, but in a test at Angers, France on 
Provence quince roots, it fruited in 2 years. It is compatible 
directly on Quince A, but the trees lack vigor, and this stock is 
not recommended for Highland. The productivity of 
Highland has been variable; on seedling roots, it has 
generally been productive after it starts to bear. On Quince A 
roots, it has not been especially productive. In the above 
mentioned test at Angers, on Provence quince, Highland 
almost doubled the production of Bartlett on similar trees in 
the first 6 years of fruiting. 

Highland blooms on the average, 1 day later than 
Bartlett, so they overlap sufficiently in season of bloom to 
pollinate each other. It has been used successfully in con-
trolled pollinations both as a pollen parent and a seed 
parent with a number of different varieties. Therefore, we 
know that it produces good pollen and can be pollinated by 
many varieties. 



 


