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THE FINAL : The" status of the Station budget as reported out by the finance commit-
BUDGET : tees of the Legislature is now definitely known and reveals that the

----------; Station fared remarkably well in spite of the fact that it did not get
all that was asked for. The total available for maintenance and operation for the 
fiscal year of 1931-32 will be $423,480, representing an increase over the present 
budget of $46,655. Most of this increase is accounted for in an item of $12,000, 
which is immediately available, for certain repairs in the Chemistry Building, and in 
the three special items, viz., studies of the utilization of fruit and vegetable by
products, $10,000; seed investigations, $9,000; and studies of legume inoculants, 
$5,000. These last three sums will involve additions to the Staff, while, provision 
is also made for three other new positions, including an assistant in research for 
the Division of Vegetable Crops, who will engage in aanning crops research, a 
laboratory technician for the Division of Bacteriology, and a stenographer. While 
there are no increases whatever in salaries, the Station is fortunate in obtaining 
the new positions requested, together with provision for new lines of work. Also, 
the $80,000 item for greenhouses has been approved by the committees. No further 
action on the part of the Governor or the Legislature is required to put these 
budget provisions into effect. '

THE PASSING : With the death of Dr. V. A. Moore in Ithaca last week.was brought to a 
OF DR. MODRE: close a notable, scientific career and the passing of a truly genial
------------; personality. Dr. Moore was a member of the original faculty of the
State College of Veterinary Medicine and was its Dean for 21 years, retiring from 
active service in 1929. Contacts between Dean Moore'end members of the Station Staff, 
particularly those in dairy and bacteriological work, were frequent in,years past, 
but he will be remembered chiefly by most readers of the NEWS for the witty talk he 
delivered on the occasion of the farewell dinner to Dr. and Mrs. Thatcher at the 
Geneva Country Club when he described his camping experience's with Dr. Thatcher in 
Montana. •

FRUIT : The current issue of BETTER FRUIT gives a report of the first patent 
PATENTS : issued on an apple under the new Plant Patent Act passed at the last ses-
--------- ; sion of Congress. A Pacific Coast nursery at Wenatchee, ’Washington,
applied for and obtained a patent on an apple that they have named the "Blackjon", 
said to be a red sport of the Jonathan. The Oregon Experiment Station is also report
ed to have applied for a patent on the "Corvallis'’ strawberry, described as a cross 
between Marshall and an Ettersburg seedling. It is said that considerable difficulty 
is being experienced in the wording of adequate descriptions of the new fruits that 
can be made "foolproof--or nearly so."

WHAT A JOB! We are indebted to a recent letter from Mrs. Lida Thatcher Barber for 
the following transcript from an account by Frank Tooke of his labors 

and travels since 1926. Mr. Tooke spent several months at the Station and Cornell 
prior to 1924 under the auspices of the South African government. He says in part, 
"Shortly after I last wrote you, my work took me into the heart of the Australian 
bush, and there for twelve months I lived in a little wooden'shack, and saw a 
human being once a month, if I was lucky. By my own hand I lived--would you have 
thought it possible? The outcome was the Scientific success of the discovery of 
parasites of the Eucalyptus Snout Beetle which, I think'I have already told you, is 
a frightful pest in our gum plantations in the Union. I returned to South Africa 
in January, 1928, and what a task cdnfronted n;e. To establish and distribute the 
parasite throughout the length and breadth of the Transvaal, Natal, ‘Orange Free 
State, and Cape Colony. Take a map and compare this territory with the States, and 
then realize that I had but one assistant. On the surface it appears farcial, and 
the tale veeuld take too long in the telling as to how it vras done. To travel 3000 
miles by car in two weeks have been nothing, an on, you should travel on some of our 
roads(?)l I have lived so much in trains and motor cars that the very sight of them 
is horrible. And now the job is nearing completion, a perfect control of the pest 
has been obtained in the Cape Colony, Natal, and Free State. The stumbling block is 
in the Transvaal where the climate is dead against the parasites. Yet even here the 
parasite is slowly gaining ground. If we are successful in this part of the coun
try then another classic example of biological control can be added to the annals 
of Entomology. Whatever the result may be, I write finis to this work at the end of 
the summer (May). I have done my best, but unfortunately, I cannot bend the climate 
to my will. Six and a half years on one insect— that is the record of my work."

Mr. Tooke’s chief ambition now is to find employment in "the States" in his chosen 
field. ‘



THE BREEDS: Dr. and Mrs. Breed left last Saturday for a three weeks’ auto trip to 
IN FLORIDA: Florida in company with Dr. Breed’sTkother. While in the South, they
----------- expect to visit with the Van Slykes at Lakeland and with the Thatchers
at Winter Park. They expect to return-to Geneva about March 7.

DR. RANKIN 
RETURNS

Dr. Rankin has returned to his office, following a six months’ leave of 
absence for study at Cornell. Mrs. Rankin will return to-Geneva about 
April 1*.

A NEW 
ARRIVAL

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart are receiving congratulations on the arrival of a 
new granddaughter, Margaret Anima Jorgensen. Margaret’s mother(Hermine) 
and father are ,making their home with the Stewart’s for the present.

DR. HUCKETT : Dr. Hugh Huckett,'entomologist at tHe Long Island Vegetable Research 
HERE FOR YYEEK: Farm,, is spending the- week at the'Station. Mrs. Huckett, who handles
------ *------: women’s- affairs for the- American Agriculturist was in Ithaca for Farm
and Home Week but was unable to come- to Geneva'at this time.

DEPARTMENT: The Horticultural group will hold its seminar this afternoon in the
SEMINARS: Director’s office at 3:30, when Mr. Van Alstyne will talk on ’'Experiments

----------- in Ringing'Grapes”. This topic was postponed last, week because of-the
conflict with Farm and Home Week. The Chemistry Division will hold a seminar Friday 
afternoon, when Mr. Walsh will discuss" “Rand Gases. ”" " ........

OVER WEA-I

Fruits”.

Mr. Slate will be the sole representative of the Station over WE1AI this 
week, when he speaks tomorrow noon on "Promising New Varieties of Small

TRAVELING : Among those who will -spend part or all of this week "on the road” are- -
THIS WEEK : Dr. Hedrick, • who goes to Albany today; Dr. Conn, who is in Washington on
------ ---- : business in connection with the Commission On Biological Stains; and Dr. - -
Chapman who will address the Nashoba Fruit Growers Association in Massachusetts today
and the Maine Fruit Growers Convention"ht''Auburn, 'Maine, on Friday. . .

LOOKS OVER: Nothing personal in this, gentlemen, but we have been informed that, 
THE NUTS.: Professor J. A. Neilson, "research assistant in horticulture at the
----- -— . Michigan Experiment Station, paid a visit to' this Station recently to.
look-over the nursery and nut wOrk here.

FORCED TO : So successful and satisfactory in every respect were the social•ambassa- 
DECLINE : dors dispatched by the Station to attend the recent meeting of the
----------: Syracuse Milk Distributors Associations that a similar organization .in
Rochester sought their attendance at a similar function held in that city last night, 
Previous engagements, however, precluded an acceptance' of the invitation. ....

THE 2ND : This.week the Station will send out the 2,000th news story to its syndi- 
THOUSAND : cated press service since the beginning of the service on January 14, 1922, 

Since that date, the daily and weekly newspapers on the Station’s mailing 
list have received one. or more, stories about the work of the Station. These papers 
represent a "selected" group in that- they have indicated a desire to receive the news 
material put out hy the Station, even tho they may not use all of it. That the first 
thousand stories were the.hardest would- seem to be indicated by.the fact that it was 
not until June 18, 1927, almost five and a half years after the’' beginning of the 
service, that the- 1,000th story - was'released, whereas the' second thousand was turned 
out in three and two-thirds years; These' figures 'are exclusive of special items 
prepared from time to time for the'Farm Bureau Newses, the Extension Service News, 
and other mediums requiring special handling.

SECOND: The last published report of .the ratings of-Jerseys as announced by'the 
PEST ; American Jersey Cattle Club reveals,the fact that a cow in the Station herd,

______; Owlrest’s Alice, was the second highest producing Jersey in tho aountry for
her age (senior two-year-void.) for theperiod covered by the report.

THE NEW : For a really satisfactory' view of the progress being made on the new build- 
BUILDING: ing, particularly, while the ibost is working out of the ground, we advgse a
-------- : journey to Dr. Huckcr’ s- laboratory from which point of vantage it will be •
seen that the forms for the west wall and the elevator pit are beginning to give some 
idea of what the new building will, .look- like-. - --Do spite -rather "unfavorable working 
conditions due to the weather, each day shows real progress.


