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Seeking oncology study participants

The Oncology department at Cornell University Hospital for Animals (CUHA) is conducting two studies on cats with 
injection site sarcomas.

The first study is to test the DNA damage response mechanisms and chemosensitivity of feline injection site sarcomas. The 
purpose of this study is to determine whether alterations in DNA damage response mechanisms impact whether or not a 
given tumor is susceptible to chemotherapy. This study involves the collection of tumor biopsies and in vitro laboratory 
analysis of those biopsies. This study is open to cats suspected of having injection site sarcoma based on location and 
cytological evaluation (tumors may be primary, recurrent, or metastatic). Clients will receive $370 towards their final bill.

The second study is to determine Individualized dosing of carboplatin in cats with injection site sarcomas. The purpose of
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this study is to determine the response rate and toxicity of carboplatin treatment (dosage based on GFR) in cats with 
injection site sarcomas. It is hypothesized that individualized dosing of carboplatin based on kidney function will be effective 
and well tolerated. This study is open to cats with histological confirmation of tumor type and a measurable primary tumor or 
metastatic lesion. The study pays for cost of GFR, two carboplatin treatments, and CBC monitoring after treatment.

For additional information, please contact Dr. Kelly Hume or Dr. Cheryl Balkman of the Cornell University Hospital for 
Animals Oncology Service at 607-253-3060 or by email at vet-research@cornell.edu.

The Oncology department at Cornell University Hospital for Animals (CUHA) is conducting a study on the effects of 
doxycycline for canine B-cell lymphoma.

The goal of this study is to determine if doxycycline has efficacy in the treatment of B-cell lymphoma as promising pre-clinical 
data suggests that it may. This study is being performed in collaboration with physicians and investigators at the University of 
Rochester. Eligible dogs must have at least one enlarged peripheral lymph node, cytological suspicion of lymphoma, and be 
feeling well clinically (substage a). Dogs excluded from the study are ones that have received chemotherapy, steroids, or 
doxycycline within two months of diagnosis. Participants received at no cost full staging, including complete blood count, 
serum biochemistry panel, urinalysis, thoracic radiographs, abdominal ultrasound, bone marrow aspirate, and lymph node 
evaluation with cytology and flow cytometry. Dogs with B-cell lymphoma then begin therapy with doxycycline. After treatment 
with doxycycline, other standard treatments may be pursued. Treatment with doxycycline and monitoring during the 
doxycycline phase is at no cost to the owner.

(Note: doxycycline dosing and administration is different than what is typically prescribed for infectious diseases.)

For additional information, please contact Dr. Kelly Hume or Dr. Cheryl Balkman of the Cornell University Hospital for 
Animals Oncology Service at 607-253-3060 or by email at vet-research@cornell.edu.

The Oncology department at Cornell University Hospital for Animals (CUHA) is conducting a pilot study to 
determine if Palladia™ induces hypothyroidism in dogs.

This study is to determine if Palladia™ induces hypothyroidism in dogs and if so, then to assess the mechanism of this 
phenomenon. The inclusion criteria is for dogs that are already receiving Palladia™ as part of their anti-cancer treatment. 
Exclusion criteria includes dogs that have thyroid carcinoma, dogs that have received neck irradiation, dogs that have 
life-threatening systemic illness, or dogs that are not expected to survive longer than 3 months. The benefits of this study are 
a 3 month supply of Palladia™ and for tests associated with monitoring thyroid gland function.

For additional information, please contact Dr. Kelly Hume or Dr. Cheryl Balkman of the Cornell University Hospital for 
Animals Oncology Service at 607-253-3060 or by email at vet-research@cornell.edu
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Dr. Thomas Divers wins Outstanding Clinical Service Award

Dr. Thomas Divers is the 2014 recipient of the Outstanding Clinical Service Award. The Cornell dr. 
University Hospital for Animals (CUHA) Outstanding Clinical Service Award is an annual award 
recognizing a CUHA clinician who has provided outstanding service and consultation both 
within our hospital and to our referring veterinary population. Nominations are solicited from 
CUHA clinicians and referring veterinarians

Divers is a Steffen Professor of Veterinary Medicine with interests in equine and bovine internal 
medicine and critical care, particularly in neurology, as well as liver, kidney, and infectious 
diseases..
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“When I was a Cornell veterinary student, I knew that Dr. Divers was a special veterinarian, 
researcher, and educator,” said Dr. Rachel Gardner '01, one of many nominators for Divers.
“His enthusiasm, dedication, and excitement for internal medicine were infectious, and thanks 
to him, I soon found myself as a Cornell large animal internal medicine resident. After years of
direct mentorship and guidance from Divers, I feel qualified to say he is the example of what excellent clinical service can be. 
He is a clinician with an extraordinary ability to assimilate historical information and exam findings to reach a diagnosis. He is 
dedicated, gentle, and kind to his patients, just as he is to his clients, students, and residents.”

Selection for the award is made by the Hospital Director in consultation with the Department of Clinical Sciences Committee 
on Teaching and Clinical Service and relevant units of CUHA. The award of $1000 is contributed by CUHA into the honoree’s 
discretionary account.

Divers was acknowledged during the annual New York State Veterinary Conference banquet in 2014 and his name was 
added to a permanent plaque displayed in the hospital.

Nominations for the 2015 Outstanding Clinical Service Award can be submitted via e-mail, FAX, and/or CUHA directory 
mailings, and must be submitted to the Hospital Director no later than March 15, 2015. Nominations should consist of one 
paragraph outlining evidence of the candidate’s outstanding clinical service and consultation.

Find the form here: http://www.vet.cornell.edu/hospital/vets/docs 
/NominationformforQutstandingClinicalServiceAward2015fillable.pdf

Please submit the completed form by e-mail (sp15@cornell.edu), FAX (607-253-4231) ATTENTION: Sue Proper, or postal 
mail (Cornell University Hospital for Animals ATTN: Sue Proper Box 20 Ithaca NY 14853) before March 15, 2015. Thank you 
for your time in support of this recognition for one of our faculty clinicians.
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Rare canine open-heart surgery succeeds
Last April, Dylan Raskin’s Japanese Chin, Esme, was dog 
diagnosed with mitral valve regurgitation, a fatal condition 
that causes backflow of blood in the heart’s chambers.
Though veterinarians initially treated the condition with pills, 
the dog’s heart failure became worse, leading specialists to 
predict just a few more months of life for Esme.

Esme’s future now looks bright, as the Chin received a rare 
and successful seven-hour open-heart surgery at Cornell’s 
Hospital for Animals Nov. 19 and was released with a
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healthy prognosis Nov. 26. The surgery was conducted by 
a team of five Japanese veterinarians who specialize in 
such heart surgeries, and led to some hefty medical bills, 
including $22,000 to fly the surgical team to Ithaca and 
$10,000 in hospital fees.

Raskin did research to find and contact the Japanese
surgeons, and with the help of two Cornell alumnae, the College of Veterinary Medicine agreed to sponsor the procedure.

“There aren’t any places that do this routinely; that’s the biggest hurdle,” said Dr. James Flanders, associate professor of 
surgery at the Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine and an expert in small-animal soft-tissue surgery. “This Japanese team 
has been doing this surgery for the last 10 years and have a very high success rate,” he added.

To take Esme to Japan for the surgery would have required a six-month quarantine according to Japanese law, time that 
Esme did not have, Flanders said.

Though the mitral valve surgery has been attempted on dogs by U.S. surgeons in the past, the procedure has proved 
especially difficult in small dogs, said Flanders. The surgery requires a bypass pump that temporarily takes over the heart’s 
duties so the surgeons can operate. The biggest challenge comes when taking the animal off the bypass pump and allowing 
the heart to take up pumping duties again, which often leads to complications and death, said Flanders.

Flanders, a 30-year veteran as a small-animal surgeon, said bypass operations like this require an entire specialized team 
that includes a surgeon, an assistant surgeon, a perfusionist to operate a heart-lung machine and an anesthesiologist.

To raise the money, Raskin sold his car, took out a loan and enlisted the help of strangers through the crowdsourcing website 
gofundme.com. The overwhelming public generosity led Raskin to cut off donations once his goal had been reached.
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Leg surgery and antibiotic nebulizer save horse

horse Julie Raymond-De Carlo bought Tinkerbell Z as a hunter/jumper in 2012. The
now 11-year-old Dutch Warm Blood bonded with Raymond-De Carlo and they 
performed well until a serious pasture accident and subsequent bout of 
pneumonia threatened Tinkerbell’s future. With the help of Cornell University 
Hospital for Animals, Tinkerbell is on the road to recovery.

“Tinkerbell is a very special mare,” said Raymond-De Carlo. “She is 
absolutely beautiful and has a wonderful temperament. She is also very 
smart. It took us several months to get adjusted but we have done very well at 
shows and have improved tremendously, especially this year.”
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This past summer the pair clicked and they performed well. Then 
Raymond-De Carlo had to move Tinkerbell to a new barn, where she was 
pastured with several other mares. She adjusted in the herd and seemed 
happy. But two months after the move, a visiting mare was put in with the 
herd. That day Tinkerbell was found at the top of the hill in the pasture in 
great pain and unable to walk. X-rays showed a critical leg injury. The vet 
mentioned some options, including euthanasia.

“I told my vet that I would do anything I could for Tinkerbell and was willing to 
attempt the surgery on her leg knowing the potential outcome and potential 
lifelong consequences,” said Raymond-De Carlo. “In my heart, I was just 
grateful that day that she was alive when I arrived. Tinkerbell is insured and 
that definitely made a huge difference while discussing treatment options.”

Raymond-De Carlo brought Tinkerbell to Cornell that night. Dr. Norm 
Ducharme, a horse surgeon at Cornell, and Dr. Hayley Lang, a surgical fellow, 
found Tinkerbell had a tibial crest fracture, a severe break in the leg. They 

performed a seven hour surgery, putting in two metal plates to hold the bone together. To make matters worse, Tinkerbell 
developed a strain of antibiotic-resistant pneumonia and had to stay in the hospital for a month for treatment. Drs. Emily 
Barrell and Tom Divers helped with the pneumonia treatment.

“We nebulized her with an inhaled antibiotic, which is more effective for resistant strains because it treats the lungs locally 
instead of the whole body,” said Dr. Lang. “Not many hospitals have the capability to treat with nebulized antibiotics. Another 
case of a horse suffering with the same pathogen had been reported in the literature and had done poorly, but with the 
nebulizer Tinkerbell did well.”

Recovered from the pneumonia, Tinkerbell has been at a rehab facility for two months. The most recent post-operative 
x-rays have shown promising healing of her bone and no evidence of arthritis. Raymond-De Carlo anticipates being able to 
start hand-walking her in another month.

“I couldn’t be more grateful for the team at Cornell,” said Raymond-De Carlo. “I knew all along that my girl would receive the 
best care at Cornell. We believe that the fact that Tinkerbell’s health prior to the accident, her calm personality, her desire to 
live, our insurance coverage, and my husband’s and my willingness to do whatever it takes for her care will provide the best 
possible outcome from her injury.”
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Welcome to our new faculty

Name Start date Title Section
Childs-Sanford, Sara 7/7/2014 Instructor Zoological Med
Davies, Emma 1/16/2015 Senior Lecturer Neurology

Fiani, Nadine 12/1/2014 Clinical Assistant 
Professor Dentistry

Hayes, Galina 10/15/2014 Assistant Professor Small Animal 
Surgery
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Kaplan, Leni 7/1/2014 Lecturer
Community
Practice

McCleary-Wheeler, Angela 2/1/2014 Assistant Professor
Service
Oncology

Miller, Meredith 9/15/2014 Lecturer Small Animal 
Medicine

Peralta, Santiago 11/1/2014 Assistant Professor Dentistry - 
promotion

Sakai, Daniel 7/18/2014 Instructor Anesthesiology
Van Hatten, Ruth 7/21/2014 Lecturer Imaging
Hurcombe, Samuel - 
Ruffian

Ortved, Kyla -  Ruffian 

Espinheira, Filipe

7/21/2014

7/15/2014

2/1/2015

Associate Clinical 
Professor 

Assistant Clinical 
Professor

Assistant Professor Ophthalmology

Sumner, Julia 2/1/2015 Assistant Professor Small Animal 
Surgery
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New clinician spotlight: Dr. Julia Sumner

Dr. Julia Sumner received her degree in veterinary medicine from the University of Sydney in Australia dr. 
in 2001. She spent several years in general companion animal practice before completing internships 
both in Sydney and at Kansas State University.

Sumner became a member of the Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists (small 
animal surgery chapter) in 2003, and went on to complete a surgical residency at the University of 
Wisconsin (2011).

Sumner is a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Surgeons and focuses in soft tissue 
surgery.
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