
ASSOCIATION OF NATURAL BIOCONTROL PRODUCERS (ANBP)

Critical Issues

Regulation of Biological Control Organisms—The ANBP is a non-profit 
organization representing the producers and distributors of natural en-
emies, including predators and parasites. Our goals are as follows:

1— Provide a unified approach for the promotion and improvement of the 
natural enemy industry.

2— Foster programs which enhance the quality and standardization of 

natural enemy production.
3— Encourage self regulation to enhance professionalism of its member-

ship.
4— Work for the continued improvement in the quality of agriculture 

production as well as enhancement of the environment.
5— Promote research and education on the use of natural enemies.

Critical issues affecting the natural enemy producers can be divided into 
two groups, government input and producer input. The goal of both pro-

ducer and government activities is to provide the public with a quality 

supply of effective natural enemies for the management of pest species. 
Regulation (state and federal)—
1— An extremely important issue for us is the creation of regulations of

the natural enemy production industry that are distinct from pesti-
cide regulations. We also consider it important to be considered a 
separate industry from the production of genetically engineered 

biotechnology organisms. Due to chemical toxicity and environmen-

tal risk both of these groups require EPA regulation. We believe that 

since we are rearing animals that already exist naturally in the envi-

ronment and pose no threat to public health, stringent federal regis-
tration and regulation are unnecessary.

2— In order to optimize the effectiveness of reared natural enemies in agri-
culture, licensing of producers and training and licensing of biologi-
cal control practitioners is desirable. This licensing and training 
should be distinct from traditional pesticide licensing and training 
programs.

Research (state and federal)—For many years the focus of entomological 
research has focused on the efficacy of pesticides. The time has come to di-
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rect research funds to optimizing the use of natural enemies. Grants 
should be awarded to researchers to find more effective natural enemies, 

develop advanced production systems for commercial insectaries and 
conduct large scale field trials to determine the practicality of natural en-
emy use.

Information and Education (state and federal)—The lack of information 
on the effective use of natural enemies is a major impediment to the ex-
pansion of the use of natural enemies. Access to federal databases, the 

compilation of research literature and the publication of reliable informa-
tion in a form usable by the public is essential.
Producer Responsibilities—

1— Marketing of natural enemies:

The producer and distributor must make every effort to provide accu-
rate information to the user of the natural enemies. The method of 

holding and release of the natural enemies is critical to their success-
ful use. Guidelines for the release rates of natural enemies by crop and 
pest species are needed.

2— Identification of beneficial organisms:

The producer will collect samples of cultures on a regular basis and 
submit them to a designated professional taxonomist for identifica-

tion.
3— Quality control:

Develop practical quality control techniques that can be incorporated 

into existing production systems. Develop standardized sampling 

techniques to maintain consistent quality and numbers of natural en-

emies shipped.
4— Code of Ethics:

Members of ANBP subscribe to a code of ethics regarding the use of 
beneficials.

The use of applied biological control (mass release of natural enemies) 

can be an important component in the management of many pests. As ad-
ditional pesticides are removed from the market, alternatives must be 

found that are safe for the public and the environment. The ANBP and its 

members are ready to work with government agencies to develop the tac-
tics for mass release of natural enemies in an overall strategy of integrated 

pest management.
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