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1884 GEORGE W. CHURCHILL 1929
45 YEARS AN ’’AGRICULTURIST”

April 1, 1884, was just another April fool’s day for most folks, "but 

for a young country lad living near Geneva it marked the "beginning of an association 

that was to continue through the active years of his life and culminate with a 

"Chronological Party” "by the Experiment Station Club in honor of forty-five years 

of faithful and proficient service to the New York State Agricultural Experiment 

Station.

A letter written with a quill pen and in person by Dr. E. L. Stturte- 

vant, then Director of the Station, was received by Mr. Churchill early in 1884, 

notifying him of his appointment as ’’Farmer” and advising him of his duties. In 

his report to the Board of Trustees for that year, Dr. Sturtevant said, ”Mr. G. W. 

Churchill was engaged as a farmer last winter and has performed his duties faith

fully and intelligently, relieving the Director of all cares as to the detail work 

of his department” , and we might add that Mr. Churchill has been doing similar 

relief work ever since, as succeeding Directors will be quick to testify.

During his forty-five years of service, Mr. Churchill has seen the 

Station farm more than double in size; the labor force greatly augmented; the tech

nical Staff grow from a half dozen to some fifty-odd, with a corresponding increase 

in demands for ’’service” from the ’’Farmer” , later to be dignified with the title of 

’’Agriculturist” ; the introduction of modern farm machinery; the substitution of 

the Ford for the old mare; and many other inovations, including just recently the 

substitution of electrical refrigeration for the ice pond.

We believe that the fact that Mr. Churchill has continued in his 

present capacity for so many years testifies to the fine qualities and the pleasing 

personality of the man more than could any words of ours. The job calls for infin

ite patience and no small amount of tact, because it is made up largely of adjusting 

conflicting demands to the resources of labor and equipment available. In other 

words, it is literally a ”Service” department, and it is a pleasure to acknowledge 

its efficient administration down thru the years.

Our wish for Mr. and Mrs. Churchill is a happy and contented life for 

many years to come, with knowledge of a job well done and the good will of a host of 

friends who hope that the Churchills will not be lost altogether to the social life 

of the Station group.


