
FORTY YEARS!

Or four decades (that seems even longer), Is a no
table record of service to an institution. Professor 
Munn has achieved that record and now proclaims his iiir- 
tention to retire to an even more active life in sunny 
California where he will have the time and the oppor
tunity to pursue his favorite topic— seeds and seed pro
duction. It is difficult to contemplate the seed work 
at Geneva without the guiding hand of Mr. Seed Tester 
himself, for Professor Munn by his widespread contacts 
at home and abroad and his role of pioneer in many seed 
testing technics has become the personification of his 
chosen field of seed control and seed research. His 
has been the unique experience of starting from scratch 

as it were with the enactment of the first 6eed 
law in New York State and growing up with seed 
control as it has evolved through the past forty 
ypars. He leaves as evidence of a job well done 
& long list of official and technical publications, 
a we11-organized staff of workers, and an excep
tionally well-equipped laboratory. We congratu

late him upon his accomplishments and wish him many more years to follow the trails 
that intrigue him most.

On the more personal side of the ledger Professor and Mrs. Munn have both con
tributed much through the years to the social life of the Station group. A "Found- 
ing Father" of the Station Club and its first President, Professor Munn has been un
sparing of his time and labor in furthering the social activities of the group,
Mrs. Munn has also made a real contribution, particularly in Ceres Circle, and we 
are going to miss both of them. But then the monotony of California life is bound 
to pale with time and we shall look forward to renewals of old friendships in Geneva 
with an occasional visit "back East". And let's hope it will be around Christmas 
time, otherwise what will the Station Club do about Santa Claus?

\

********************
DIVISION PARTY HONORS MUNN

Hoot Munn! What a party! That was the comment of the eighteen merrymakers 
who feted Professor M. T., the Munn-of-the-Hour, at a party held at the Armitage in 
Seneca Falls on Munnday evening. Members of the Seed Testing Division and their
mates joined in recognition of the many years of service* guidance, and happy mem
ories, experienced during the reign of their "boss-man". Dr. Crosier, on behalf 
of the Division members, presented the retiring head with a 2x2 slide projector and 
case, and Mrs. Munn was given a corsage. To carry with him as a memento of his 
forty years at Geneva, members of the Division prepared a portfolio of poems, per
sonal recollections* and a series of cartoons which depicted ludicrous episodes in 
Professor Munn's life at the Station. Mr. Munn countered with his own reminiscen
ces. It goes without saying that a very pleasant evening was enjoyed by all. One 
of the guests at the party was Miss Mary Woodbridge, a research assistant in the 
Seed Labs from 1926 to 1939. ********************
PICNIC DATE ESTABLISHED

The day of July 19th, that's a Saturday, has been reserved at Cayuga Lake State 
Park for the annual Station Club Picnic. The fun-in-the-sun frolic will again make 
Its headquarters at the pavilion. Mr. and Mrs. Wesselmann are busy appointing the 
necessary volunteers and will keep the editor of the NEWS posted on developments. 
Reserve the date— July 19th! ********************
AT PENN STATE

Professors Brase and Gilmer left on Monday for Pennsylvania State College and 
a meeting of the Northeastern States Group on Project 14, dealing with research on
stone fruit viruses. The conference was held yesterday.********************
AT BELTSVILLE

Attending a strawberry field day sponsored by the USDA at Beltsville, Md., are 
Professors Slate and Braun. The meeting will last through the end of the week and
brings together small fruit research men from many of the states and Canada.********************
RASPBERRY INSPECTORS

Professors Hamilton, ShauliG and Harlan are in Chautauqua and Erie Counties on 
an inspection of raspberry plantings. Joining them in the Western New York tour is 
Dr. Cooley of Ohio, ********************



FOR SUPERIOR SERVICE
Somehow or other, our Washington correspondent slipped up in covering the May 

7th USDA ceremonies at the nation’s capital. As mentioned previously. Dr. Edward 
Clayton, formerly of the Station staff, was the recipient of the distinguished ser
vice award. Also honored with a superior service award was another former Geneva 
plant pathologists Dr* Otto Reinking. His citation reads as follows: "For leader
ship and skill in developing a practical solution to the control of mosaic disease 
of Manila hemp in the Philippines, thereby greatly contributing to the economic sta
bility of Philippine agriculture”.************************
WITHERS RESIGNS

Louis Withers, field assistant in the Seed Division, will terminate his appoint
ment next month. By virtue of accumulated vacation time, he’ll actually wind up 
his work this week, in preparation for a shift to the Sylvania plant at Seneca Falls. 
Lou joined us in April 1949 and has been largely concerned with the field trial 
clots. ************************
BRIDGE PLAY TO CONTINUE

Bridge enthusiasts turned out twenty-four strong at last Friday evening's ses
sion. Top playing honors were won by teams composed of Gertrude Reitmann and Lu- 
cile Holtby, and Mr. and Mrs. Natti. Meanwhile, committeeman Herb Reitmann’s ill 
fortune (?) cost him a dinner check on the deal. The committee has decided to hold 
a bridge party on the last Friday of each month, starting in June and lasting until 
further notice. And, for the record, the unincorporated syndicate has gone in hock 
to Willard Robinson for the price of a set of duplicate boards (whatever they are).************************
PATENT AWARDED

A United States patent has been given to Dr. Kertess for a ’’Simple Turbidity 
Measuring Device”, originated by the food scientist recently. The plastic two-in- 
one tester’s chief virtues are the lack of moving parte, consistent results, and 
simplicity of design. ************************
ODD BITS

Carlier Wheeler, son of Mrs. W. P. Wheeler of Geneva, has been awarded second 
place in Hamilton College’s annual Tompkin’s prise competition in mathematics, ear
lier is a junior at Hamilton and is the son of two former Station workers, Lor&ine 
Horton Wheeler and the late William P. Wheeler.....Visiting from California are Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Brisco. Mrs. Brisco is a sister of Dr. Hand....Dr. Mohamed An
war, of Pepsi Cola’s New York office, called on Dr. Kertees last week for a confer
ence on pectin determinations*....Max Patterson will go to Indiana this weekend to
pick up his family, currently visiting relatives at Bourbon.....The Harveys and the
Davises will spend their long weekend in the Ottawa area with relatives.... .Alice
Middleton is back on the job after a short session with the measles last week......
And Mabel Sperry is reported to be improved and is able to be up and around to a lim
ited extent.....Last week’s publicity on the apple pie taste tests really got around.
A voluntary guinea pig in the organoleptic laboratory this week was one each Mus 
musculus which wanted but to taste the wares of the cuisine. Miss Whitcomb easily 
decommissioned the intruder with the aid of a butcher knife, a rolling pin, a mouse
trap, and two whoops and a holler.

************************
DID YOU KNOW

that 17$ of the men married twenty years or more help With cooking, dishwash
ing, and looking after the children-— as compared with 80% of the men married less 
than five years.

************************

DOG TALES

Out Phelps way, the Mack’s german shephard, ’’Buffy”, is creating quite a stir.
In the first few weeks of Buffy’s arrival at the Mack menage, she made life miser
able for a black cat which obligingly fled whenever Buffy put in an appearance. The 
joy of superiority became such an obsession to El Buffo that the daily chase became 
routine. Before long, however, Felix could take it no longer and his heart gave 
out. He was buried with appropriate honors and Buffy became a lonesome creature. 
Inquietude soon got the better of her so she decided on one last ramp with the de
parted friend. By the light of the toidnight moon, Buffy exhumed her feline friend 
and proceeded to tosB him about just as in olden times. It was a grand party un
til the master of the estate came upon the scene. Verbally chastising Buffy, the 
squire again lowered tjie corpse into the tomb. As Buffy watched, with swollen 
eyes, she found that she had become intoxicated by the heinous deed. And so it 
was, a day or two later, that Mr. Mack found the disinterred Tabby again reposing 
in his customary manner on the doorstep. The funeral has taken place again, and 
again, and again, and although the black one’s soul may be resting in Valhalla, his 
earthly carcass, though a bit mellow, is perpetually enjoying one last fling.


