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PROVIDING the weather "behaves as June weather should, the Station picnic in
Jersey Field will he the chief it-era of in ternst next Wednesday. With Mrs. Newton
supervising the supper arrangement« s we may rent assured that the proverbial
groaning hoard will maintain the sane high standard set for previous repasts.
The local Y. M. C. A. has kindly consented to loan some.of its paraphernalia,
such as handballs, quoits, etc,, etc., and the committee in charge of "athletics"
is making plans for the amusement of old and young, fat and thin, so that all will
he cared for.
Probably the chief sporting event of the afternoon, however, will
he the hall game. The Biologists, undisputed (?) 1925 champions of the Station
League, have issued an open eha It enge to a team composed of individuals who have
at any time walked across the Station grounds and who can thus qualify as Station
employees.

This challenge is issued over the signatures of the following

"Biologists": Hucker, Pederson, -Harman, Dahlberg, Gambrel!, Yale, Marquardt, Hening,
and Gloyer. We have no doubt hut that there are many about the Station who will
know how to meet this challenge most effectively. The hour for the picnic is
rather indefinite, hut the hall game, seven furious innings, will probably begin
about 4:00 o !clock.

A BRIEF meeting of the Staff was held Monday afternoon. Dr. Thatcher discussed
certain aspects of the State Retirement System based on correspondence he has had
recently with the officials at Albany who administer the System. A mimeographed,
summary of the information secured from Albany will be prepared for distribution
to the members of the System.

FOR THE benefit of those who were not at the Staff meeting, the NEWS repeats the
request of the Director that all titles and references to Journal articles prepared
by members of the Staff during the past year be handed' to the Editor for listing
in the Annua! Report.
THE ANNUAL pilgrimage to the Station of representatives of the Five Nations is
scheduled for tomorrow. The "warriors" have made it clear, however, that there
will be no war dance or other festivities in connection with their visit this year.

- -- V ---MISS RACHEL HAYNES will spend the next few months at Wood's Hole, Mass., and at
Cold Springs Harbor in a study of laboratory technic.
She left Geneva last week
and expects to return about October 1.

MISS ALLEMAN has resigned her position as stenographer'in the Horticultural
Department, effective July 1, to accept an executive position with Prof. Collins,
Superintendent of the local high school.
success in her new undertaking.

Miss Allemon's many friends wish her

Miss Hester Brennan, a resident of Geneva and a recent graduate of William Smith,
has been appointed to fill Miss Alleman's position.

A GROUP of Club girls and boys from Elmira visited the Station yesterday.

GEORGE SLATE returned to Geneva Monday. George has been engaged in graduate study
at Bussey Institute, a part of Harvard University, where he specialized in genetics
and qualified for his M. S.
Congratulations !

DR. THATCHER returned to Washington Monday nigh, fur a conference with the Secre
tary of Agriculture and others on certain propo^td changes of organization within
the Department.

He hopes to reach Hew York: in time to see Miss Lida Thatcher

sail on the Majestic Thursday for a two months' vacation in Europe.

MRS. RANKIN hopes to be able to leave Clifton Springs Sanitarium lor her home
the latter part of the week.

IN THE last issue of the Rural New-Yorker is a brief article on the cost of
"Agricultural Promotion" in New York.
In an editorial commenting on the article
the Rural New-Yorker says, "This promotion costs 70 times as much now as in those
olden years (1885), and we- may see from the table where the money goes. During
this period the number of farmers in the State has decreased, and on the whole the
farm incomes are not much if any larger.
It is quite safe to say that the political
and social power of the farmer has decreased, while this immense coxt of •promotion1
has been growing. There are many farmers in the State who are asking whether this
tremendous expense has been justified.
Has it been a profitable investment for
New York farmers ? This question was bound to come up sooner or later.
In what
we may call the pioneer years of agricultural education and promotion farmers felt
disposed to try almost anything which promised well, especially when the money cost
did not seem large. Now after years of fair trial it is not strange that farmers
w&nt an accounting. Have we had value received for all this money ?"
According to the figures given in the article the total cost of "agricultural promotion*‘in New York in 1885 was $92,566.17 of which this Station received $15,598.35,
In 1925 the total was $6,241,077.53, of which the Station received $254,244.91.

THE FOLLOWING letter addressed to the "State Experiment at Geneva for Plants and
Grass and Weeds" was referred to' Dr. Hedrick. We quote verbatim.
"Will you Please
tell me what kind of a darn weed this Is have to hoe it out of the Garden every
day and how It got in the garden the Garden has not been planted in these long
years it is all over the 'place it seem to be a Hard Kind of a weed to kill So
please tell me how to kill it, Now hurry along yours as ever". Dr,Hedrick
identified the pest from an enclosed sample as sow-thistle and informed the troubled
one that since the weed was of the female genAer the only way to handle it was to
treat it rough.

