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WORD has just been received o f the death o f President Burton o f Michigan 

University, Dr. Burton had been a ilin g  fo r some time, but only recently did his 

condition become serious.

•THEEDITORIAL supervision o f the Journal o f Agricultural Research has been 
transferred from the Bureau of Plant Industry to the O ffice o f Publications of 
the U. S. Dept, of Agriculture and the Journal has been placed under the direct 
supervision o f Dr, M. C. M errill, formerly o f the Forest Service i Supervision 
over the selection o f manuscripts to be published in the Journal has been vested 
in .a committee of which Dr. E. W, Allen, Chief of the O ffice o f Experiment 
Stations, is chairman,. Other members of the‘ committee fo r the Department are 
Dr. C. L. Marlatt and Dr. C. L, Shear; fo r thq Experiment Stations, Dr, J. G, 
Lipman, New Jersey, Dr, G. R. Lyman, West V irgin ia, and Dean H. W. Mumford, 
I l l in o is .

TWO l i t t l e  books have been received in the Library recently which are 
worth noting. These are Russell’ s Icarus and S ch ille r ’ s Tantalus. These a.re 
companion volumes to Haldane’ s Daedalus which has been in the Library for some 
time. In Icarus the theme is  developed that science is a s in is ter influence in 
the world and that i t  threatens the destruction of c iv iliz a t io n . The author’ s 
remedy is  world domination by a powerful state which would exercise a benevolent 
despotism. Sch iller maintains that advances in knowledge and c iv iliz a t io n  are not 
inherent in men but are due to social institutions which do not guarantee their 
permanency. He advocates certain eugenic reforms as a way out of the d iff ic u lty . 
The three books should be read together.

ANOTHER new book which is  arousing considerable interest is  Kammerer’ s 
The Inheritance of Acquired Characteristics. In this work the author presents 
experimental evidence to substantiate his b e lie f that acquired characteristics are 
inherited.

SEVERAL members of the s ta ff a.re attending the Hudson River Branch of the 
New York State Fruit Growers Association, in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Dr. Hedrick, Mr. 
Tukey, and Mr. Wellington have charge of a large fru it  exhibit. Mr. Parrott, 
and Mr. Shear are demonstrating the la test methods of controlling diseases and 
insect pests. Mr. King is  also present representing the New York State Fruit 
Testing Association. Several o f the men appear on the urogram to discuss various 
phases o f horticulture. . •• • .

EDITOR LUCKETT is  in charge of an exhibit of the Station publications at 
the Poughkeepsie meetings.

Dr. THATCHER made a fly in g  trip  home from Washington last Sunday. He hopes 
to attend the Poughkeepsie meetings and to return to Geneva, the la tte r  part of 
the week.



MR. SWEENEY, our Dean of the Chemical Analytical Eorce; ha's just spent; 
the greater part o f two weeks in Canandaigua as jury foreman. The NEWS 
rejoices- that-Justice • has* f in a lly  recognized Mr,. Sweeney’ s mental poi-se. and 
regarded him accordingly. Morgan was also consulted as an ’’ expert witness” 
while awaiting his, turn tp grind out ju stice . , , . . .  .

THE.-SECOND of t ie  series of parties given by the Experiment Station/ 
Club, Monday evening, proved to be a decided success. The evening Was s$ent
la rge ly  in competing fo r  prizes by matching s k ill in games which recalled 
the days of "rea l sport” . About sixty were present. The party was in charge 
o f the Departments,, o f..Entomology, Bacteriology,. and. Agronomy-*;!

DE. BEEED AND MR. MAEQIJARDT plan, to attend the- annual .meeting of the 
Western New York Butter and Cheese Makers Association in Cuba, N .Y ., next 
Tuesday. Dr. Breed w ill appear on the program and speak on ”Dairying in 
Europe” •; : .... . • . v ; • . :• ..... . ..

MISS CURTIS is  reported to be temporarily indisposed,,

,MR; ,MUNN expects to be . In. Albany, .on Wednesday and Thursday of this week 
attending a hearing before the Agricultural Committee of the. Assembly on 
proposed changes in the State seed law.

MR. MENSCHING, our erstwhile Kiwanis -president was ha.iled into court 
last week by the Local Boy Scout provisional government to answer the charge 
that the Kiwanis Club had not properly fostered the Scout movement in 
Geneva. The NEWS did not cover the proceedings, but we understand that Mr. 
Mensching wa.s given a sentence o f fiv e  years at hard labor at the Experiment 
Station. He has always been a popular member of the s ta ff and his friends 
grieve at his misfortune and severe sentence. He has applied for a new tr ia l 
and his sentence has been temporarily suspended awaiting the outcome of his 
appeal.

DR. AND MRS. CLAYTON AND DR. HUCKETT,of the sub-station on Long Island, 
v is ited  in Geneva long enough to attend the Station Club parity Monday evening.-

MR. STEWART announces that the photographic record of the s ta ff w ii l  
**lie in state” in his o ffic e  during Wednesday and Thursday*. Those wishing to 
review the remains o f past and present s ta ff members should take advantage 
o f this opportunity before Thursday evening.



WHEN THE DOCTORS DISAGREE! * P P P: :v-v - . PPBd •<

Apropos O f  the recommendation <f "the President’ s Commission' that the 

Purnell "bill giving increased federal support to the agricultural 

experiment stations he made part o f the administration’ s agricultural 

program,. .the' following; extracts have; teen gleaned from ed ito ria l 

comment;"' ' ' ’ *"L " " ' ..... ’ ; - ‘ : / * 'y

’’ The 'suggestion- to g iv e :more money to the experiment 
stations w il l  not meet with any great approval from 
the rank and f i l e  o f farmers, many o f whom fe e l that 
we have about a l l  the research work that the industry 
can stand for the present,” --Rural New-Yorker

"One of the measures on the House calendar in Congress, 
that deserves the support of a l l  friends o f agriculture
is  the Purnell B i l l ............... No industry, least of a ll
agriculture, can hope to prosper* in these changing 
times unless i t  lias to guide i t  in planning its  opera
tions the carefu lly  s ifted  facts and figures that are 
furnished hy well-equipped Research departments. This 
is not paternalism, h u t'a ‘straight business service," — 
The Country Gentle'rnan." ' ‘ '
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