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THE LOCAL Section of the Society of Experimental Biology and Medicine
net in Jordan Hall last Saturday and heard several capers relating- to physiologi
cal problems. Representatives from Ithaca, Syracuse, Rochester, and Buffalo were
present, in addition to several members of the Station Staff.
MR. GLOYER has returned to Ithaca to resume his graduate work after
spending the past week here.
THE AGRONOMY Division is installing new equipment for some interesting
and comprehensive studies of fruit tree nutrition.
About 80 steel containers,
20 x 40 inches, have been procured and will be filled with sand to which will
be added different nutrient solutions. Eruit trees will then be grown in the
containers and a study made of the relative value of the different nutrient
solutions.
The effect of pruning, fruiting, etc., upon the feeding
habits of the trees will also be observed. The containers are so constructed
that all of the drainage will be collected in a smaller steel vessel set beneath
each of the larger containers, and the drainage water will be collected and
analyzed. Knowing just what plant food materials go into the sand medium in
which the trees are growing and what comes thru in the drainage water, it is
hoped that eventually some conclusions may be reached with regard to the many
problems involved in orchard fertilization.
The steel containers are to be set
in the large drain tiles that Agronomists-have been using for soil studies and
will be so arranged that they can be lowered about a foot below the surface of
the ground during the winter months for protection of the trees against freezing.
IN THE LAST number of the Experiment Station Record it is announced that
a section on Genetics is to be included Hereafter in the pages of the Record.
Previously, all abstracts dealing with the numerous phases of this subject have
been distributed thru the old sections, such as Field Crops, Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry, etc., depending upon the subject dealt with.
DOGS WILL BE dogs, and when they are allowed to run loose in the milk
room the little rascals WILL lick the assembled milk pails.
MISS LIDA THATCHER arrives in Geneva next Saturday for a spring vacation
of about ten days.
DR. AND MRS, Nabenhauer are to occupy one of Miss Anna Brooks’ apartments.
WHAT STATION correspondence may lead to:
"A certain young lady wrote to the Poultry
Department of cne of the Agricultural Colleges
to inquire the length of time required to hatch
eggs.
The reply was, 'Three weeks for chickens
and four weeks for ducks.' A few weeks later,
the Poultry Department received the following
note from the young lady: 'The hen sat on the
eggs for three weeks and no chickens hatched,
and as I did not care for ducks, I sold the eggs'."

THE FOLLOWING new books have been added to the Station library:
Leffmann

Analysis of milk

Fisk

Commercial casein

Macfadden

Miracle of milk

Mees

Organization of industrial sc

Neukirch

Uber actinomyccten

Zopf

Die spaltpilze

Wardle

Principles of insect control

Lefroy

Manual of entomology

Sale

Historic gardens of Virginia

MISS OAKS says that she will be sending off some material to be bound
the last of this month.

If anyone has any personal binding to be done, they

should see her at once.

THE SUGGESTION has come to the NEWS from two or three sources that
brief biographies of some of the men who made up the Station oersonnel in the
early days might be of interest at this time, particularly with reference to
Dr, Sturtevant and Dr. Collier, the first two directors.

The NEWS is indebted

to Dr. Hedrick’s account of the life of Dr. Sturtevant in STURTEVANT’S NOTES ON
EDIBLE PLANTS for the information given here, and anyone especially interested
in the subject should read that extremely entertaining biography.

: EDWARD LEWIS STURTEVANT, B.A.,M.A.,M.D.
BOTANIST AFD FIRST DIRECTOR

E. Lewis Sturtevant, as Dr. Sturtevant always signed himself, was horn
'.n Boston, January 23, 1842, and as a child was taken hy his parents to Philadel
phia. His mother and father died soon after, and young Sturtevant went to live
W3th an aunt at Winthrop* Maine.
In 1859 ho entered Bowdoin, hut in 1861 entered
the Union army.
In 1863 his army career was cut short with an attack of typhoid
which incapacitated him for further service.
Dr, Sturtevant did not return to
Bowdoin, hut later was granted the degrees of bachelor of arts' and master of arts
oy that institution.
Soon after his return from the army, he entered the Harvard
Medical School and received his degree in 1866, hut he never followed medicine
as a profession.
About 1867, with two brothers, Dr. Sturtevant purchased a farm near South
Framingham, Mass., and this farm soon became famous as the "Waushakum Farm." Here
the Sturtevant brothers undertook the development of a model dairy of Ayrshire
cattle. Dr. Sturtevant also directed his attention along botanical lines, par
ticularly with reference to the botany of Indian corn, and the farm papers and
scientific journals of the time contained many articles of his authorship.
To
his ingenuity is credited the first lysimeter in America. This instrument was set
up on the Sturtevant farm in 1875, and measured the percolation of water thru
a .soil column of 25 inches. Records were kept for a period of over four years.
Dr. Sturtevant1s numerous activities in the field of agxd.cultural research at
a time when very little was being done in that direction in this country naturally
attracted wide attention, and in 1882 the Board of Control of the newly formed
Ne* York Agricultural Experiment Station asked him to assume the duties of Director
and organize the work. He accepted this offer in March, 1882,
It was indeed fortunate for the Station that a man of Dr. Sturtevant's
ability and foresight should have been chosen for that arduous task.
The Board
of Control had next to no idea as to what an experiment station should do and the
press and many individual farmers were openly hostile to the idea. Dr. Sturtevant's conception of the purpose of such an institution was to "discover, verify,
and disseminate," Especially did he think that there wos a need for wellestablished scientific principles in agriculture before there could be any appli
cation of the results of experimental ,,7ork to farm practice. He =>lso felt that
many experimental methods were open to serious criticism and he sat out to try to
correct some of these.
In his own field uf botany Dr. Sturtevant devoted much of
his time to a search of the literature with a view to writing a history of the
food plants of the world, Twenty years after his death his voluminous notes
were to be assembled and published in abridged form in 5TURTEVAFT'S NOTES ON
EDIBLE PLANTS.
After the Station was once firmly established, Dr. Sturtevant yielded to
a desire for more leisure to devote to his botanical studies and resigned the
directorship in March, 1887, thus rounding out the first five years of the
Station's existence.
Eleven years latei, on July 30, 1898, he died in the old
home on Ifoaushakum Farm.
Dr. Sturtevant was small in stature and had an iron grey beard.
He is
described as having a forceful nature and as expressing his opinions in a very
positive way. Always considerate of the opinions of others, however, he was quick
to grasp the significance of suggestions regarding the work from his associates.
From all accounts he was not a "mixer" in our present understanding of that word,
but found his greatest enjoyment outside of office hours in the time spent quietly
with his wife and their four children,
"Edward Lewis Sturtevant, farmer, botanist, physician, and author, was one
of the giants of his time in the science of agriculture."

