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Founder, Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizen’s Rights 

Ashrawi: Making Middle East peace is harder than making war 

By Dennis Shin '96, Cornell Chronicle 

16 November, 1995 

Wrapping up her visit to Cornell as the 1995 Bartels World Affairs Fellow, former Palestinian 
spokesperson Hanan Ashrawi delivered a lecture titled "The Middle East Peace Process: A Personal 
Account" on Nov. 8 in the David L. Call Alumni Auditorium of Kennedy Hall. 

Introduced by President Hunter Rawlings, Ashrawi described the global conditions that made the Middle 
East peace process both "necessary and yet difficult." Addressing an overflowing crowd of university 
staff, faculty, students and Ithaca residents, the noted speaker outlined the history of Arab-Israeli 
relations that continues to shape the current situation. 

Ashrawi served as a pivotal figure at the initial 1991 Middle East peace conference in Madrid. Speaking 
on behalf of the Palestinian people at bilateral talks between Israeli and Arab delegations, she gained 
international prominence for her organizing talents and outspoken, yet rational, demand for Palestinian 
amnesty. 

"These are emotional, perhaps visceral, issues here at stake," Ashrawi said as she described the 
passionate nature of the debate over land and sovereignty in the Middle East. 

Referring to such symbolic events as the signing of historic peace accords on the White House lawn, 
Ashrawi defined peace as something other than "photo opportunities." To her, achieving peace 
continues to be a complex and arduous task. 

"There is no textbook definition of conflict resolution. Each situation involves its own dynamic," Ashrawi 
noted. "Making peace is much more difficult than making war." 
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Although she spoke on obstacles encountered by the leadership of both sides, Ashrawi generally 
projected an optimistic vision for the future of the peace process. 

"I don't think there's any conflict that cannot be solved provided that you have the will and the desire of 
the people," she said. 

Claiming that a global crisis in leadership stalled the progress of peace negotiations, Ashrawi 
emphasized the need for "a new social contract" between political leaders and their people. She refuted 
the politics of fear that, in her opinion, have created needless polarizations between the West and the 
East, between Israelis and Palestinians, and between other nations of the Arab world. 

Focusing on the cause of her people, however, she pointed out how the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO) and the outbreak of the Intifadeh gave Palestinians a sense of courage and enabled 
the political agenda for peace to emerge. According to Ashrawi, people cannot achieve peace from a 
position of weakness. 

"To .us, the PLO was an embodiment of our own national identity," Ashrawi stated firmly. "Regardless of 
its imperfections, the PLO gave us a system of representation and nationalist expression." 

Condemning human rights abuses, she acknowledged that both sides must be held accountable for the 
history of violence that plagues Arab-Israeli relations. 

Ashrawi refrained from commenting extensively on the recent assassination of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, only mentioning that while his death symbolizes the danger of the process, countless 
others also have died in the name of peace. 

At a press conference in Uris Hall on Nov. 7, Ashrawi had said Rabin's death might lead to "more 
determined" peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. 

The Henry E. and Nancy Horton Bartels World Affairs Fellowship was established at Cornell by the 
Bartels in 1984. Also sponsored by the Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies, Ashrawi's visit 
included a signing session of her recent book This Side of Peace: A Personal Account at the Campus 
Store. She also met with students and faculty from several campus programs, including Peace Studies 
and the Arab Club. 

"It has been incredibly exciting to find here in Cornell so much harmony in diversity," Ashrawi said of her 
visit. "I have enjoyed a stimulating and enriching dialogue with the faculty and students." 
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