
N E W  YORK STATE V E TE R IN A R Y  C O LLEG E
C O R N E L L  UNIVERSITY ITHACA. NEW YORK

To t h e  A l u m n i :
Seventy-five years ago last October, Cornell University was inaugurated. Fifty years ago last January, Professor Law made a memorable address before the State Agricultural Society which had a direct bearing on the founding of the New York State Veterinary College the following year. On March 21, 1894, fifty years ago next spring, Governor Flower signed the bill which created the College. If it were not for the war, we would have occasion for some commemorative exercises. As it is we will simply note the passing of these dates and hope that the future will provide other occasions for recalling their significance and importance. The Veterinary College, as an operating institution, will not reach its fiftieth birthday for two more years, since that amount of time elapsed between its legal and its actual birth. Perhaps two more years will see us out of the shadows of war and prepared to properly celebrate our semi-centennial.The passage of the bill creating a state veterinary college to be administered by Cornell University was the fulfillment of a dream of Professor Law who had labored alone in this field since the day the University began operating twenty-five years before. The act was an expression of the high regard in which he was held by the people of his adopted state and country.It was Law’s wish that the new institution should be established on a higher educational plane than that occupied by the other American veterinary schools of that time. He wished it to measure up fully to the high standards that the University had established in its other schools and colleges. Realization seldom fully meets expectations. Whether the new college fulfilled all of Law’s expectations may be doubted. I am sure he was disappointed to find, in the beginning, that it was impossible to recruit a student body of high school graduates as he had hoped. Although the first announcement stated that graduation from high school would be a requirement for admission in 1897 and later, it was necessary for a decade to accept applicants who had had no more than two years of high school work in order to obtain enough students. On the other hand he must have experienced much satisfaction from the brilliant performance of the small faculty that he assembled to initiate the program of the new college. It was this group that established the excellent reputation of this school at home and abroad. Soundly educated, infused with something of a pioneer spirit which made incessant labor a pleasure to them, these men were brilliant students, effective teachers, and prolific writers in their professional specialties.In many respects those that followed the original group have not won the degree of distinction that their predecessors enjoyed. But the times have changed, and it will be fairer to judge the performance of



the later men in the perspective which time alone can give. Because of tremendous advancement in educational standards of the veterinary profession in this country during the last fifty years, no group that might be assembled today could possibly stand out above the general level of the profession as they that formed the original group did in 
their time.During the first year of our participation in the present war, there was little external evidence of the national situation on the campus. Some students and some faculty members left to enter military service and there was a strong under-current of restlessness among the student body but the casual visitor would not have been aware that conditions were abnormal. All of this has now changed. Military uniforms are seen everywhere, and at every hour of the day one meets marching columns as he crosses the campus. This fall there are more than four thousand men on the campus in the uniforms of the Army, the Navy, and the Marine Corps. The men’s dormitories, most of the fraternity houses, and Sage College have been converted into barracks. A large temporary building which serves as a Navy mess hall has been erected near the men’s dormitories, and Willard Straight Hall has been nearly monopolized by the Army which uses the enlarged cafeteria as its mess hall. There are about three thousand civilian students, mostly women, and men who have not yet reached draft age. The total enrollment exceeds 7,200, the largest number of students that has ever been on the campus at one time. Eating facilities on the campus, particularly for lunch, are hard-pressed and many professors are acquiring the habit 
of bringing sandwiches in their pockets.The several colleges are affected differently by the war. The registrations in Agriculture, Law, and Architecture are very low and many professors in those schools have turned to teaching mathematics, physics, geography, and other subjects in the basic specialized programs of the military services. The Arts College and the College of Engineering are very busy with programs modified to meet the requirements of the armed forces. Only the College of Home Economics and the 
Veterinary College in Ithaca, and the Medical College in New York, are continuing with their normal curricula, and these units are operating on accelerated programs which require their students to attend 
around the calendar.The Veterinary College was the first of the Cornell units to adopt an accelerated program. The class that normally would have matriculated in the fall of 1942 was required to begin in June of that year, and all other students were required to begin their next year’s work then instead of in the fall. As a result we graduated two classes in 1943, one in February and another in October. Our next graduating class will complete its work in June 1944, a full year ahead of the normal time.A large part of the class that graduated in February is in the Army as officers of the Veterinary Corps, and some already are overseas. Of the October class, 18 of the 31 men members who had been in the A.S.T. Program were immediately commissioned, and ordered to active duty. The remaining 13 members were discharged with certificates of capacity and are available for civilian duty. The demand for civilian veterinarians is far greater than the supply, therefore none of these boys had to worry about finding jobs.Faculty members have been receiving letters from alumni in military service in all parts of the world. I can’t help thinking of the wealth 
of new experiences that some day will be reported by these fellows.



Many are thumbing their books for virus and protozoan diseases that as students they never expected to see. One has sent me stained slides of bone marrow smears from dogs suffering from leishmaniasis, and blood films exhibiting the parasite of East Coast Fever, Theileria parva. Others are fighting trypanosomiasis and other tropical diseases foreign to this country. Some are seeing glanders, and rinderpest, and foot and mouth disease that they do not see at home. I have not heard of any fatalities among our group in service. One member was invalided home from India and has been discharged because of physical disability. A very few of our alumni are in branches of the service other than the Veterinary Corps. Phil Papish, 541, who is an officer in the Air Corps, has been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for participation in the famous Ploesti oil field raid of last summer.Continuous operation has proved a little wearing on our faculty, I think, though there have been no complaints. Most of the members feel that in this way they are making their contribution to the war effort. We have been fairly fortunate in keeping our staff together. The War Manpower Commission has aided in this by freezing our staff 
members in their jobs, but we have not used this device to hold persons who had opportunities to serve in other ways and wished to do so. We have had some vacancies which we have not been able to fill, and I presume there will be more of these, but I think we will be able to hold enough of the staff to keep our instruction on a satisfactory plane.Most of you know that death took Dr. Earl L. Brunett last May. “Beano” had been ill for 15 months and his death was not unexpected though he managed to carry on part of his work until a few days before he died. In August, Phil Levine was promoted to Brunett’s place. In September, W. S. Stone resigned to accept a responsible position in the State Department of Agriculture of Massachusetts, a position which corresponds to that of State Veterinarian in most other states. “Stoney” is making good in his new position, as we knew he would. These are the only changes that have occurred in the faculty during the year except for shifts in the minor positions.New York State has been accumulating funds and making plans for a post-war building program as one means of helping to lessen the impact of an unemployment situation which is expected to develop. A project submitted by the Veterinary College, the replacement of James Law Hall, has been approved by the Regents of the State Education Department, and authorization to proceed with the making of plans and specifications has been received. The architect is now making preliminary studies. A construction allotment of $251,500 has been made for the job, but as in all other cases this is not an appropriation since legislative approval of all projects will have to be obtained.The plans are too immature at present to say what the final layout will be like. It is certain that the main building will be replaced. It is likely that the two wings will be retained for the present. Ultimately it is hoped that the south wing will be removed, that the north wing (Anatomy) will be extended further east toward the Small Animal Clinic, and that a new structure will be built from the end of this extension, running south toward the Surgical Clinic to hold the Flower Library in larger, fireproof quarters, and to provide an auditorium better designed than our present one.The exterior of the new structure that is now being designed will conform in materials and architectural style with the front of the Moore Laboratory. It is even likely that the new structure will be connected



with the Moore Laboratory on the second and third floor levels, making essentially one building, with an archway over the entrance driveway. If this is done, some sort of tower or central architectural feature will surmount the connecting portion. Whatever the final features of the design it is certain that the College eventually will acquire a new and attractive front elevation, considerably more space, and modern physiological and other laboratories and offices.In spite of local and travel difficulties, it has been decided to hold our Annual Conference for Veterinarians (the 36th) this year as usual. We believe that the meeting makes a substantial contribution toward better veterinary service in New York and neighboring states, and that we are justified in proceeding with our plans in spite of the difficulties. The dates are January 5, 6, and 7. Housing facilities in Ithaca are not as good as usual, hence those who are planning to attend should seek room accommodations early. Dr. Donald W. Baker is surveying the situation. If you can make your own arrangements for a room while here, we would be glad to have you do so. If you need help, write Doctor Baker as early as you can, telling him what you would like and he will do what he can to make reservations for you. The hotels and Willard Straight Hall will be able to accommodate only a few; the majority will have to be housed in rooming houses. Dining facilities in Ithaca are not what they were but no one will go hungry while here. I think I can promise a good and timely program; one that will be worth the time and expense of those who live in this part of the country to attend. We are planning on about the usual attendance and are looking forward to seeing many of you here.I am sorry to have to report the deaths of eight members of our alumni group who have died since my last letter was written, and one other which was inadvertently omitted from last year’s report. Those who have departed are: Curtis E. Doll, TO (Jan. 12, 1942), Jerome W. Rosenthal, ’02 (Nov. 16, 1942), Alfred G. Gierke, T7 (Nov. 29, 1942), John B. Knapp, ’02 (Jan. 30, 1943), Hugh W. Hunter, ’32 (Feb. 1, 1943), Alexander Gow, ’29 (Feb. 13, 1943), Carl S. Webster, T5 (April 15, 1943), Paul D. Marvin, ’31 (April 28, 1943), and Earl L. Brunett, ’23 (May 14, 1943).Recently we assembled some statistical information about the Veterinary Alumni that will interest you. According to our records, 1249 persons have been granted the D.V.M. degree by Cornell University upon recommendation of our faculty. Before the College was founded four persons, who had majored with Professor Law, were awarded the Batchelor’s degree in Veterinary Medicine. This makes a total of 1253 Cornell graduates in this field. Of this group 154 have died, and 1099 are living. Of those who graduated in the classes of the first twenty-five years, 414 are living and 133 have died. Of the 702 who have graduated in the second quarter century, 685 are living and 17 are deceased.This is supposed to be a Christmas message; to express greetings and best wishes of our faculty to friends and colleagues that it once had the privilege of teaching. We will let Charles Dickens speak the final word for us: “ My best wishes for your merry Christmases, and your happy New Years, your long lives and your true prosperities. Worth twenty pound good if they are delivered as I send them. Remember! Here’s a final prescription added, cTo be taken for life’.”


