
N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  V E T E R I N A R Y  C O L L E G E
C O R N E L L  U N I V E R S I T Y  I T H A C A .  N E W  Y O R K

D e a r  A l u m n u s :
This letter is to greet you in the name of your Alma 

Mater, far above Cayuga’s waters and far from the 
tumult of a troubled world it seems this afternoon as I 
sit looking out of the west window of my office in the 
Moore Laboratory across a wintry campus toward the 
Library Tower. The Thanksgiving recess is on, and the 
halls and campus are strangely quiet. Because some of 
you are far away, it is time to write the traditional 
Christmas letter if it is to reach you on time.

Mark Twain is said to have had a maxim that we 
should economize on the use of truth since it is one of 
our most precious possessions. I hope you w ill not 
think that I am economizing on truth when I say that 
our faculty are interested in you; first, as a friend and, 
secondly, as an alumnus. As an alumnus you are a prod
uct of our handiwork and, just as the craftsman likes to 
admire his finished product, so do we like to keep in 
touch with you, to hear from you, and to see you from 
time to time. The Christmas letter was begun, years 
ago, by Dean Moore as a means of keeping up the rela
tionships which were begun in college days. We shall 
be glad to hear from any of you when we can be of 
service. We shall be glad to hear from any of you who 
feel the urge to write. We shall be especially glad to 
hear from those of you who are in distant places and 
whose contacts with us are few.

The year has produced a few more gray hairs for those 
of the faculty who have hair, but otherwise there have 
not been many changes. Last spring we celebrated the 
90th birthday of Professor Gage with a dinner. The 
genial professor made the best speech of the evening and



was the liveliest person of the hundred-odd who were 
there. Professor Williams continues his activity. During 
most of the summer he was busy with his big garden 
and we saw little of him. Now that the gardening season 
is over we shall see more of him around the college. Dr. 
Hopkins continues to make two round trips daily, on 
foot, from his home on Seneca Street to his office in 
James Law Hall. Dr. Udall, at the end of the present 
collegiate year, w ill retire from active teaching and join 
the illustrious emeriti after 40 years of work which has 
made his name known wherever veterinarians exist. 
Last summer he worked as “ the hired man”  on his 
own farm north of Ithaca and this fall appears fitter 
than he has for several years. Dr. Dukes has been burning 
the midnight oil for the last six months, revising his 
textbook on veterinary physiology. The fifth edition w ill 
be published about February first. This is now the 
standard text for all English-speaking veterinary schools. 
This fall, in spite of transportation difficulties, a large 
shipment went to the British Isles. Dr. Henry Batt, well 
known to the younger alumni, finished his graduate 
work last summer and accepted the professorship in the 
Ontario Veterinary College which was made vacant by 
the death of his father last spring. During the middle of 
the spring, Instructors Maurer, Monlux, and Angstrom 
were called to active duty as reserve officers in the Veter
inary Corps. Maurer is stationed in the research labora
tory of the remount station at Front Royal, Virginia; 
Monlux is in East St. Louis, inspecting canned bully 
beef; and Angstrom is at Fort Monmouth, looking after 
the pigeons of the Signal Corps. All of them are on 
military leaves of absence and are expected back when 
their army service has been completed.

Mrs. Veranus A. Moore died last January after a long 
struggle with a complication of ailments. Recently, the 
residuary estate of Dr. Moore was settled and it was 
found that he had made several provisions in his w ill 
for the institution in which he had labored the greater 
part of his life and which was near his heart to the end. 
The sum of one thousand dollars was provided as endow
ment for a prize or other award to be given to the veteri



nary students who do the best work in bacteriology. 
Substantial sums also were provided for increasing the 
endowment of the Flower Library and for the discretion
ary fund of the President of the University. Those of 
you who knew Dean Moore w ill recognize how typical 
of the man these bequests are.

Early in the year, there was much uncertainty as to 
whether our students who were of military age (nearly 
three-quarters of them are) would be permitted to con
tinue their education. The memorandum relating to 
veterinary students, issued by the National Selective 
Service Headquarters last May, did a great deal to settle 
the matter. This memorandum was merely advisory 
because the wording of the selective service act left full 
discretion with regard to classification in the hands of 
the local boards. Most of these boards have followed the 
recommendation and the greater part of our students 
have been placed in Class II-A. A few cases are still 
pending, but it appears that we w ill lose practically no 
students who maintain good standing unless, of course, 
the country actually goes on a real war footing in which 
case no one knows what w ill happen. We are more 
fortunate than many other divisions of the University 
in this respect.

The Thirty-fourth Annual Conference for Veterinar
ians w ill be held on January 7, 8, and 9, and we expect 
to see a considerable portion of you then. We are expect
ing to try an innovation in that the clinics w ill be 
eliminated and in their place there will be a series of 
small discussion groups, each managed by a leader 
selected in advance. The Conference dinner w ill take the 
form of a testimonial to Dr. Udall, and the new portrait 
of Dr. M ilks w ill be presented to the University on 
behalf of the alumni. The portrait was completed last 
spring by Professor Olaf Brauner, the artist who did 
most of the other portraits of the series. The generous 
spirit which you have shown in providing this series of 
portraits is very much appreciated.

Since the college is nearing its 50th birthday, the 
number of alumni is growing more numerous, and, of 
course, many are growing old. It must be expected,



therefore, that the number each year who must lay aside 
their work forever w ill increase. Our mortality expe
rience this year has been exceedingly favorable, however. 
It is with regret that I report the deaths, since my last 
letter of Frank J .  Baker, ’05, of Gouverneur, New York, 
and of H. Paul Gray, ’ 18, of Chicago, Illinois. We have 
learned also that Ray B. P. Waller, ’ 17, and Owen M. 
Waller, Jr ., ’ 18, are no longer living but when their 
deaths occurred we do not know.

Except for the new building for chemical engineering, 
Olin Hall, which is in course of construction now, the 
campus has changed little during the last year or two. 
This building is a very large one facing west on Central 
Avenue, south of Barnes Hall. There have been many 
improvements in roads, campus lighting, and landscap
ing in recent years. The great number of cars operating 
on the campus has made necessary the building of vari
ous parking areas, but these have been well constructed 
so as to spoil the open landscaped areas as little as 
possible.

“ I like the Anglo-Saxon speech 
With its direct revealings;

It takes a hold, and seems to reach 
’Way down into your feelings;

That some folk deem it rude, I know,
And therefore they abuse it;

But I have never found it so,
Before all else I choose it.

I don’t object that men should air 
The Gallic they have paid for,

With ‘ Au revoir,’ ‘ Adieu, ma chere,’
For that’s what French was made for.

But when a crony takes your hand 
At parting, to address you,

He drops all foreign lingo and 
He says, ‘ Good-by—God bless you!’

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 
New Year, I am

Cordially yours,


