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The first snow of the season fills the air and is rapidly 
covering the ground as I sit down to start this letter late in 
November. As I grow older, I find myself becoming less and 
less enthusiastic about the approach of winter, but I think 
that I shall always welcome the snow. If I were in the shoes 
of many of you who have to battle the drifts along country 
roads, it would be a different feeling, no doubt. Since 
things are as they are, I like the snow because it brightens 
dull skies and brings cheer to a drab landscape. Furthermore, 
the first snow always brings thoughts of the holiday season, 
and unfortunate indeed is he whose thoughts are not quick
ened by the joy of little children and the spirit of the golden 
rule which appears everywhere at Christmas time.

It is in the spirit of the season that this letter is addressed 
to you. We want you to know that we, the members of the 
faculty, have an interest in you and a measure of pride in 
your accomplishments and successes. We hope that this 
feeling is reciprocated; that you have retained pleasant 
memories of your college days and an interest and an affection 
for your Alma Mater. We believe you have, and that, ac
cordingly, you will be interested in a brief recital of some of 
the activities of the year on the campus.

Cornell’s new president, Dr. Edmund Ezra Day, is deeply 
immersed in his new duties, no small part of which is to 
master the intricacies of the organization and traditions of a 
university which is unique in many ways among educational 
institutions. President Day has made it a part of his early 
duties to attend the meetings of the College faculties and to 
meet with all kinds of faculty and student groups, in order 
that he may become acquainted with both the people and 
the organizations. His calm, friendly manner has an im
mediate appeal to those whom he meets, and those who have 
come to know him better have found that this impression is



lasting. His broad educational experience with three Uni
versities and the Rockefeller Foundation, his keen mind, and 
his amazing vigor promise well for the future. I hope that you 
will take advantage of the first opportunity to make his ac
quaintance and will lend your support in every way to his 
administration.

All members of the veterinary faculty have enjoyed good 
health during the year. Our three emeritus professors refuse 
to quit. Professor Gage works regularly in his laboratory in 
Stimson. He attended the smoker for the veterinary freshmen 
this fall and spoke, with his usual charm, on the early days of 
the University. Dr. Williams is a familiar figure around the 
College. He spends his time in writing and in studying a host 
of things that he saved up during his long period of teaching 
for a time of greater leisure. Dr. Hopkins has kept his office 
and may be found in it as regularly as in the days when he 
punched the clock.

Drs. Birch and Brunett have been granted sabbatic leaves 
of absence for the second term of this year, and Dr. Udall for 
the first term of next year. Dr. and Mrs. Birch and their 
daughter will leave for Europe late in the spring and end a 
tour of the Continent in Switzerland in time for the Thirteenth 
International Congress next summer. Dr. and Mrs. Brunett 
plan to travel in this country. Dr. Udall is not certain, as 
yet, how he will spend his leave.

An honor came to the College last summer when Dr. 
Udall was awarded the Twelfth International Veterinary 
Congress prize for his research work on the control of mastitis. 
This work has attracted wide attention not only in New York 
State where it has been practically applied, but elsewhere. 
Early last summer the Kellogg Foundation, which is con
ducting a public health demonstration in seven counties in 
southern Michigan, sent a group of twenty veterinarians to 
the College for graduate training, largely as a result of the 
attention which has come to our mastitis control work.

There are 152 undergraduate students in the College this 
year. O f these seven are women. One hundred thirty-three 
of the student body are residents of New York State. Nine
teen come from nine other states and from one foreign coun



try. The freshman class was selected from a group of 276 
applicants. They ought to be good. We will tell you later 
whether they are or not.

The new laboratory building is essentially complete 
externally, and all agree that it is a handsome addition to the 
campus. Temporary heat enables the inside work to go on 
during the cold months, and it is now expected that the con
struction work will be completed by the first of next May. 
Equipment will have to be installed later, and this will be no 
small job. We shall be pleased if the structure is ready to be 
put to work at the beginning of the next collegiate year.

The heavy machinery used in the construction work, and 
ditching apparatus, have wrought havoc with our sidewalks 
and roads. Plans for cleaning up the entire veterinary campus 
and for landscaping it have been prepared, and we hope that 
funds will be provided to enable us to carry them into effect 
next summer. We expect to remove the old wooden buildings 
that have stood so long in the middle of the veterinary quad
rangle and to make a garden of the area now occupied by 
them. We hope to remove the old manure shed to the rear 
of the surgical building where it will be less conspicuous than 
now. Roads and walks will have to be built or rebuilt, and 
the concrete apron in front of the medicine building repaired. 
A parking ground large enough for the needs of the college 
staff is planned within the quadrangle. The plans call for 
changing slightly the location of the main approach road from 
East Avenue and eliminating the present circular drive in 
front of James Law Hall. The porte-cochere of the old build
ing is being removed. There will be a new circle on the main 
road, from which will issue roads into the veterinary quad
rangle on one side, and toward the Drill Hall on the other.

James Law Hall already has had its face lifted, or at least 
changed, by the replacement of the ornamental parapet 
which had crumbled to a dangerous degree with another of 
plain brick. Some think the appearance of the building has 
been improved by this change; others do not. The change 
was done as cheaply as possible, for it is hoped that this build
ing will be largely rebuilt within a few years, making its ap
pearance harmonize with that of the new building. The old



building was rather cheaply built in the beginning and has 
been showing its age rather badly in recent years. There are 
no appropriations for this work as yet. As soon as this work 
can be done, the physical plant of the Veterinary College will 
be complete, at least as far as can be visioned now.

The Thirtieth Annual Conference for Veterinarians will 
be held on January 6 and 7. Programs will be sent out soon. 
It is our intention to send programs to all alumni who live 
within a reasonable distance from Ithaca. If you are being 
missed, I would be glad if you would inform me of the fact. 
The faculty is endeavoring to build up a worthwhile program, 
and we hope to have a good attendance. An alumni dinner 
is being planned for the evening of the 6th, and the Confer
ence dinner will be held on the 7th. The alumni committee 
has decided to have the presentation of the portrait of Dr. 
Udall at the Conference dinner, since it is realized that many 
friends of Dr. Udall who are not alumni of this college will 
wish to be present. President Day will accept the portrait 
on behalf of the University.

Wc have received word of the deaths of five of our alumni 
during the past year. Those whose names must be taken 
from the active roll are: Charles V. Noback, 5n ,  January 
15th; Charles A. Town, ’07, February 22nd; Col. C. G. Thom
son, ’07, March 23, ’37; Rex A. Whiting, ’05, March 27th; 
Leigh H. Seely, ’34, May 30th; and R. Ray. Bolton, ’ 12, Sep
tember 5th. In addition I wish to add to the record the name 
of William B. Smith, ’06, whose death on May 7, 1936, was 
not noted last year. Our sympathy is extended to the families 
of these men who have but prematurely journeyed along the 
road that all of us eventually will have to go.

In closing may I express the hope that fortune has been 
at least reasonably kind to you during the past year, and that 
the New Year will be one of good cheer, good health, and 
prosperity.

Sincerely yours,


