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o the A lumni: Anatole France tells a tale in which there is food
for thought. Aelius Lamia, a Roman, was discussing with Pontius
Pilate, when Pilate was an old man, some of the events of the 

latter’s procuratorship of Palestine. Lamia is speaking: “ ‘His name was 
Jesus; he came from Nazareth, and he was crucified for some crime. I 
don’t quite know what. Pontius, do you remember anything about the 
man ?’ Pontius Pilate contracted his brows, and his hand rose to his fore
head in the attitude of one who probes the deeps of memory. Then after 
a silence of some seconds: ‘Jesus?’ he murmured, ‘Jesus— of Nazareth? 
I can not call him to mind’.”

At this holiday season, of all times, one should be joyous, charitable 
to his fellows, and appreciative of the blessings of life. To those of you, 
few in number I hope, who find difficulty in marshalling the true Christ
mas spirit because of the vicissitudes of the last several years and 
especially because of failure to see better days ahead, I commend this 
story of Pilate. It is seldom that the full significance of events is appreci
ated at the time they happen, and years hence when we look back on 
these days of financial troubles, I venture to say that we shall then be 
able to see that recovery began many months before it became evident 
to you and me. I think there can be no doubt that we are now on the road 
to better times. The New Year will be a better one than the one that is 
passing. With a hopeful spirit let us put our shoulders to the wheel. 
“ There are two kinds of discontent in this world; the discontent that 
works, and the discontent that wrings its hands. The first gets what it 
wants, and the second loses what it has. There’s no cure for the first but 
success; and there’s no cure at all for the second.”

The purpose of this letter is to convey Christmas greetings to you 
from the faculty of the College, to express the hope that you have had a 
reasonable measure of success in your work during the last year, and that 
the future will treat you kindly. Also, for those who are far away and



have little opportunity to learn what has been going on here, I am re
porting some of the news in which I think you will be interested.

Most of you already know that Dr. Hopkins retired from active 
service last June, and his place has been filled by Dr. Sunderville. Retire
ment seems to make little difference to “ Hoppie.” Early every morning 
he may be seen coming up the hill, and he stays as late in the evening as 
when he was punching the clock. Dr. Williams spends less time at the 
College but his face is by no means a strange one here. Prof. Gage con
tinues his work in Stimson Hall as vigorously as he did twenty years ago.

Only minor changes have occurred in the regular faculty. Dr. 
Hendrickson, who for some years has been in charge of our poultry disease 
laboratory at Farmingdale, is on sabbatic leave, trying to recuperate, at 
Phoenix, Arizona, from a severe case of arthritis. Dr. Frost and Dr.Olafson 
have been granted sabbatic leaves for the second term of this year. Both 
are planning to go to Europe for study.

Probably the most important innovation at the College during the 
last year was the inauguration of the process of selective admissions. 
Prior to this year, practically all candidates for admission to the fresh
man class, who could offer the scholastic requisites, were admitted. When 
it became evident last fall that we were going to have more applicants 
for admission to this year’s freshman class than we could properly 
handle, the faculty petitioned the Trustees of the University for permis
sion to set up a system of selective admissions whereby only the best 
fitted should be admitted and the numbers thereby controlled. It was 
fortunate that this action was taken. One hundred sixteen fully qualified 
applicants sought admission this fall, a number which could not possibly 
have been handled as we ŵ ant to handle our students. Thirty-seven were 
admitted. If those admitted do not prove to be a superior group of 
students, it will be definitely proven that seven members of our faculty 
who sat on the admissions committee are poor judges of men.

The College has continued on a reduced budget. We have managed to 
keep all of our activities going, but the research work, in particular, has 
suffered. Only in the case of the poultry disease investigations have we 
had sufficient funds to do the things that we have wanted to do. This 
situation came about because of a special appropriation for the expansion 
of the poultry disease work obtained last year as a result of the activities 
of the poultrymen of the State.

The College was honored last summer by visits from a great many of 
the foreign delegates who had come to this country to attend the Twelfth 
International Veterinary Congress in New York. About ninety came in



one group directly from the Congress, and spent one day with us. After 
they had been given breakfast in Willard Straight Hall, they were shown 
about the Veterinary College and other points of interest on the campus 
in the forenoon. The faculty of the College and the guests had lunch 
together, after which the party was broken into small groups and these 
were taken on automobile trips into the surrounding country. The party 
left by special train, late in the afternoon, for Niagara Falls. At various 
times both before and after the Congress, smaller groups visited us.

I am told that there are 145 foreign students at Cornell this year, 
and that the group represents 37 countries. The University has always 
attracted a considerable group of foreigners, and the Veterinary College 
always has a few of them. At the present time we have five. Three of these 
are from Canada on scholarships from the Province of Quebec, one is 
from Hawaii (we shouldn’t consider Hawaii a foreign country but it is so 
far away we usually think of it in that light) and one is from Abyssinia. 
Mr. Engueda Yohannes, the Abyssinian, is from the capital city of his 
country, Addis-Abeba. He is a popular member of the senior class. “ Joe” 
expects to return to his native country to enter government service after 
he graduates next spring.

Among the students of the Veterinary College there have always been 
a considerable number who have supported themselves wholly or in part 
by their own efforts. Some of these men manage to maintain fairly good 
living standards, and others do not. During the last three years these 
students have faced increasing difficulties. Large numbers of students in 
all parts of the University who ordinarily would not work, now are com
pelled to do so, and jobs are at a premium. The student loan funds have 
held up fairly well and a good many have been helped by T.E.R.A. 
funds. These cannot be stretched far enough, however, and many of the 
students are in circumstances bordering on destitution. In many in
stances the families at home are in serious financial trouble, and since 
there is no work to be had there, the student gains nothing by going 
home. This probably explains why comparatively few students have 
dropped out.

The placing of graduates has presented no difficulty. With not more 
than two or three exceptions, all members of last June’s graduating class 
were placed before the end of the summer. I am sure that no other College 
of the University can show a record as good.

I am very glad to have the College office used as an employment 
agency by our alumni. Each spring there is a group of young graduates 
to be placed, and usually there are a number of undergraduates anxious



to obtain employment with practitioners during the summer months. If 
you happen to know of a good opening for a young graduate, if you would 
like to employ a graduate assistant, if you can use an undergraduate dur
ing the summer months, or if you would like to find another place for 
yourself, I should be glad if you would write me.

During the last year only five of our group have stepped out of the 
ranks. As the group of alumni gets larger, and as the College gets older, 
we must expect a greater annual toll. The following are those who have 
ceased their labors during the year: Fred F. Bushnell, *02, South Man
chester, Conn.; Alfred J. Maloney, ’06, San Diego, Calif.; Henry R. 
Miller, ’32, Mamaroneck, N. Y .; John McCarthy, *09, Middletown, 
N. Y .; Walter R. Donohue, '23, Sauquoit, N. Y .

A cordial invitation is hereby extended to you to attend our annual 
conference on January 10 and 11. Last year we had the largest attendance 
on record and we hope to have at least as many on hand this year. The 
program will be up to standard, we think. Mark your calendars now, and 
plan to be with us.

In closing may I wish you a joyous holiday season and a New Year of 
health, happiness and prosperity.

Sincerely yours,


