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T o t h e  A l u m n i : Old Father Time, plodding steadily on his 
way, once more approaches a mile-post. It has long been the 
custom of mankind to pause at these markers and give thought 

to the year that is passing and to the one that is to come. Among 
Christian people it is a season dedicated to altruistic thought, a 
season of friendship and of good will to the other fellow. On behalf of 
your Alma Mater I wish to convey to you the greetings of the season 
and to express the hope that this turbulent world has treated you, 
at least in a relative sense, kindly.

These “ times that try men’s souls”  represent history in the mak
ing. In another ten or twenty years, no doubt, we will experience a 
certain measure of satisfaction in having lived thru such an interest
ing period. Whether the social and economic experimentation now 
under way in this country succeeds or fails, valuable lessons will 
come out of them. A t present, however, the situation is just a little 
too disturbing to one’s equanimity to enable him to enjoy the ex
perience of living thru it. There are definite indications that recovery 
is on its way; that the worst of the situation is behind us; that the 
new year will see substantial improvement. In any case our profes
sion has been relatively fortunate and undoubtedly will continue so. 
Pessimism has no place in our thoughts.

The Veterinary College, in the same boat with other agencies sup
ported by the State of New York, is operating on a reduced budget. 
Our funds for 1933-34 are about fifteen per cent less than those of the 
preceding year. Fortunately, we were given a fairly free hand in decid
ing where reductions could best be made, and have been able to main
tain our organization intact. This is a very important matter. Our 
teaching work will not be impaired and, with the advent of recovery, 
we will not be handicapped by the necessity of building up a new or
ganization. All staff members receiving more than $2,000 per year 
have suffered salary reductions. Our working funds have been es
pecially heavily cut and many activities, research in particular, have 
had to be curtailed. These reductions have been accepted cheerfully 
as a part of the necessary retrenchment program of the State. With 
the return of normal times we hope for prompt restoration of these 
losses.



There are 165 students in the College this year, five less than last 
year. The Freshman class has thirty-five members of whom one is a 
woman. Inasmuch as we graduated only twenty-three last spring, we 
would have had a considerable increase in enrollment this year had it 
not been for the fact that eighteen students were dropped last year 
because of unsatisfactory scholarship.

Recently the veterinary faculty requested and received from the 
Board of Trustees of the University permission to limit the enrollment 
in the College. This action was taken because of the impossibility of 
giving high grade clinical instruction to as many students as have 
been coming to us in recent years, and as would be likely to come in 
the immediate future if nothing were done to prevent them from do
ing so. We are convinced that there is no shortage of veterinarians in 
this State at the present time and that we will render a better service 
to the State by supplying fewer but better-trained men. We expect to 
set up a committee on selective admissions very shortly which will be 
intrusted with the function of selecting for admission to the Fresh
man class of next year perhaps thirty from among those who apply.

There have been few changes in the faculty. Dr. Donald W. Baker 
has been promoted to the position formerly held by Dr. J. W. Benner. 
Most of the research work on hog cholera has been discontinued and 
Dr. Baker is spending full time on teaching and in the conduct of re
search work in parasitology. The College has never previously had the 
advantages of a full-time parasitologist. Dr. W. M. Evans has been 
placed in charge of the diagnostic laboratory.

You will be interested to learn of the marriage, last April, of 
Professor-Emeritus Simon H. Gage to Miss Clara Starrett, of Inter
laken, New York. The spirit of perennial youth is alive in both of our 
emeritus-professors. Professor Gage works daily in his laboratory and 
Professor Williams is seen almost daily at the College enthusiastically 
pursuing new researches.

During the year work was completed on the new poultry disease 
laboratory and yards on our experimental farm on Snyder Hill. We 
now have excellent facilities for poultry disease research but are 
handicapped by lack of sufficient personnel to put the plant to its 
maximum usefulness. Poultry organizations throughout the state 
have been very active in their insistence that a larger disease research 
program be instituted. A special bill will be introduced into the legis
lature this winter providing for funds to enable us to greatly expand 
this work. The bill will be supported by organized agriculture and, it 
is hoped, by veterinarians. It is thought that this measure will have a 
good chance of passing even under the present conditions of financial 
stringency.



Practicing veterinarians should realize that the poultry industry 
of the State is second in value only to the dairy industry, that the 
disease toll on poultry farms is enormous, that help must be given to 
the industry in greater measure than it has been up to the present 
time, that an opportunity for broadening their field of practice and 
usefulness is at hand and that if they do not seize the opportunity 
it is likely to slip from their grasp forever. On several occasions the 
College has been charged with selfish motives in pursuing its policy 
of trying to keep this work in the hands of veterinarians. We vigor
ously deny the truth of this charge. We believe that veterinarians are 
the only ones equipped with a scientific foundation for such work and 
that satisfactory disease service will never come from central labora
tories, state owned or otherwise, but must be close at hand and al
ways available to the flock owner at short notice. We have frequently 
told poultrymen that they will have to learn to depend upon local 
practitioners. Unfortunately, we are embarrassed by frequent reports 
that attempts to obtain such service have failed either because the 
local practitioner has flatly refused to have anything to do with such 
work, or has shown such ignorance of the matter that the owner im
mediately loses all confidence in his ability to help him. If the local 
veterinarian does not do his part by accepting seriously this respon
sibility, and preparing himself for this work, our position in trying to 
keep the work where we feel it logically belongs will become unten
able. A few practitioners have done their part well and these remarks 
are not addressed to them. I would like to urge the others of you who 
have not taken up this work to attend the Annual Poultry Disease 
School for Veterinarians which we are conducting especially for you. 
Furthermore, I urge you to turn at any time you feel in need of spec
ial help in this field to Dr. Brunett, at Ithaca, or to Dr. Hendrickson, 
at Farmingdale. These men will always feel delighted to help you out.

To the alumni outside of the State of New York, I apologize for 
this long discussion of a local problem. I believe, however, that the 
principle of the argument applies pretty generally and that all would 
do well to give it thought.

It is my sad duty to record the departure of eight of our alumni 
during the past for that land “ from whose bourne no traveller re
turns.” The ranks have been depleted by the deaths of Maurice E. J. 
Evans ’ io, on January 19; of Edward F. Painton ' l l ,  on February 1; 
of Gustav E. Vaselius ’22, on February 17; of Reuben Gordon ’25, on 
March 22; of Ralph M. Buffington ’05, on April 10; of Ralph M. Bell 
’09, on M ay 24; of Earl M. Pickens ’ i 1, on June 13; and of George W. 
Wheeler ’ 10, on July 7. To the families of these men we extend our 
sincerest sympathy.



The Twenty-sixth Annual Conference for Veterinarians will be 
held on the n th  and 12 th of January, and will be preceded on January 
ioth by the Fifth Annual Poultry Disease School for Veterinarians. 
We hope that a large number of you will be able to return for these 
meetings. The traditional dinner on the evening of the 12th will be 
unusual in that it will be in charge of the alumni and will be in honor 
of Dr. Hopkins who will retire at the end of this collegiate year from 
his duties as Professor of Anatomy. This opportunity to show your 
appreciation of his unfailing interest in you, both as undergraduate 
students and as alumni of the College, and of his long period of unselfish 
service will, I am sure, be seized by as many of you as can possibly 
arrange to attend.

I wish you a Merry Christmas and a full measure of happiness and 
prosperity in 1934.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,


