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To the Alum ni of the New  York State Veterinary College:

In a general way, we believe that the significance of Christmas is 
regeneration or the birth of a new era. The first Christmas centered 
around a manger in a stable. In spite of the humble environment, it was 
a very great event in the civilization and culture of the world. It was 
of so much significance that it has been commemorated for 1930 years. 
We believe that a new era is occurring in the profession of which we 
are members. If the conditions of a generation ago be compared with 
the present, a noticeable amount of progress and achievement can be 
demonstrated. Veterinarians have risen to higher levels. They are 
assuming positions of leadership and making their services more and 
more indispensable to the welfare of the public. Although at present 
enshrouded in the gloom of a general business depression, common to



other countries as well as to our own, the spirit of optimism persists, 
because the evidence is strong that the future holds much good in 
store for us.

There is reason for a feeling of encouragement at the college; the 
low attendance of students for a number of years, following the war, 
has been succeeded by an increase. This year there were 56 new students 
registered, as against 32. last year, a gain of 75 per cent. The total of 
all classes, including three graduate students, was 164. This total is the 
highest attained in the history of the college. A fact of interest is that 
practically all of the veterinary colleges in the United States have 
participated in this increase and it would appear to be a fair inference 
that there is an awakening interest in the possibilities of the veterinary 
profession. Cornell’s quota in the total for all of the veterinary students 
in the United States is 14 J per cent and she stands second in the list. 
One of our junior students, J .  C. Stevenson, in competition with the 
other colleges, received the award from the Salmon Memorial granted 
by the American Veterinary Medical Association. The basis of the grant 
is high scholarship and the award amounts to $300 per year during 
his junior and senior years in college.

An event that has never occurred before, and is, therefore, worthy 
of mention, is that two veterinarians, in widely separated localities, 
have been selected as the “ most useful citizens”  in their respective 
communities: Doctor Hollingworth of Utica, New York, and Doctor 
Glover of Fort Collins, Colorado. Their selection for this honor was 
based upon the efficient work they have performed in safeguarding the 
health of the people by insisting that the food supply be of the highest 
possible quality, especially the meat and dairy products. These men 
may be regarded as trail blazers in this particular field of public health 
work. They have progressed toward the goal which many other 
veterinarians should seek.



The Eleventh International Congress for Veterinarians was held at 
London last August. Our college was represented by Doctors Sunder- 
ville, Brunett and Zeissig. For the first time there were as many con
tributions to the program from America as there were from Great 
Britain or Germany. Twenty-seven per cent of the papers from America 
were contributed by alumni of our college. It was decided that the next 
meeting of the congress should be held in this country, probably in 
1934. One of the pleasing features of the congress was the granting 
of an honorary membership in the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to two outstanding American veterinarians: Dr. V. A. Moore, our 
former dean, and Dr. J . R. Mohler, Chief of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry. An honorary membership in this college is also held by the 
Prince of Wales.

Dr. Alexander Zeissig of the Department of Pathology and Bac
teriology, has been honored with a fellowship by the National Re
search Council. He has elected to devote his time to a study of im
munology and has already begun this work with Professor Sachs at 
the University of Heidelberg, Germany. During his absence his work 
will be carried on by Dr. W. T. Miller, a graduate of the Veterinary 
College at Manhattan, Kansas. Doctor Miller has been with us the 
past two or three years doing graduate work for an advanced degree.

Doctor Julius Maurer, for two years an instructor in the Department 
of Surgery, has given up his position in order to take up practice at 
Peekskill, New York. Dr. G. W. Cangi, assistant in the Small Animal 
Clinic, has also gone into practice. His present address is Pittsburgh, Pa.

The twenty-third conference will be held at the college January 15 
and 16, 1931. At this writing it is too early to give you much of an 
idea of the nature of the program further than the assurance that our 
best effort will be given to maintain the standards of the past. The 
alumni are an important factor in the success of the conference. Their



presence attests their continued interest in their Alma Mater and oc
casional suggestions from them are constructive and beneficial to the 
faculty.

During the year the faculty and employees of the college have come 
into the benefits of the State retirement or pension fund. Members of a 
faculty are not, as a rule, overpaid and it is very exceptional indeed to 
find a member who has been able to accumulate an amount which will 
yield an income sufficient to support himself and family when his 
teaching duties are officially ended. There is a further advantage in 
that it may attract to the teaching profession young men of exceptional 
ability, who might otherwise enter other professions or commercial 
lines of work.

This letter is being written shortly before Thanksgiving in order 
that it may reach some of our alumni and friends on the other side of 
the world in time for Christmas. We have much to be thankful for 
although some gloom hangs about us. We can take pride in the progress 
our profession has made and look forward with confidence to still 
greater accomplishment. We are thankful that the grim reaper has 
overlooked the alumni. We have not heard of a single death in this 
group during the past year. Let us all contribute our share to the new 
era and remember the significance of Christmas. We extend most 
cordial Christmas greetings and sincerest wishes for a prosperous and 
happy New Year.

Sincerely yours,


