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PLANT PATHOLOGIST PROMOTED TO ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Geneva, NY—Dr. Helene R. Dillard was recently promoted to associate professor of plant 
pathology by action of the Board of Trustees of Cornell University. She is a plant pathologist at 
Cornell’s New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva.

Dillard’s primary responsibilities in the department are 50 per cent research and 50 per cent 
extension on diseases of vegetables. Her research has focused on the biology, ecology, and 
control of fungal diseases of processing vegetables. Her interests are in epidemiology (study of 
how diseases spread) and development of accurate reliable forecasts for vegetable diseases. 
Since coming to the Station in February 1984 as an assistant professor, she has conducted 
research on white mold and black rot of cabbage, anthracnose on tomatoes and dry beans, rust 
and northern leaf blight on sweet com, and fungal induced blemishes on sugar snap peas and 
lima beans.

Dillard’s extension work has emphasized cultural and chemical practices that reduce disease 
incidence and severity. Her extension program incorporates a strong research component, an 
education component, and a planned system for delivery of the information to extension field 
staff and vegetable growers. She attends grower meetings regularly to explain the results of her 
research and to provide suggestions for disease control using integrated pest management 
techniques. Since coming to the Station, she has developed an excellent rapport with growers 
and the vegetable industry.

She is highly respected by her colleagues in the scientific community for her publications in 
refereed journals. She has reported the results of her research and extension efforts in 
conferences in the United States and abroad. She has been active on several committees at the 
Station, on the Cornell main campus, and with the American Phytopathological Society.

A native of San Francisco, California, Dillard was awarded her B.S. degree in biology of natural 
resources from the University of California, Berkeley; her M.S. in soil science from the 
University of California, Davis; and her Ph.D. in plant pathology also from Davis.

She and her husband, Victor, live in Auburn, New York.
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