
WEEK of AUGUST 21, 1994

Station Notes
CALENDAR of EVENTS

Sunday, August 21, 1:00 pm
Pavilion
Mary Lou Dumbleton Retirement Party
Monday, August 22, 12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness class for all employees
Tuesday, August 23, 8:30 am
Lounge, Jordan Hall
Defensive Driving Course
Wednesday, August 24,12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness class for all employees
Thursday, August 25, 8:30 am
Lounge, Jordan Hall 
Defensive Driving Course
Friday, August 26, 12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness class for all employees
Friday, August 26, 4:00 pm
Pavilion
Plant Pathology Department Picnic

The Research Department Chairs’ meet
ing scheduled for Wednesday, August 24 
at 3:30 pm has been cancelled.

SEMINARS

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

SWEET C O R N  &  SNAP BEAN TR IAL D A Y  
W ELL-ATTENDED

They acted like a herd of deer rustling through the sweet 
com, tearing ears off stalks and taking random bites. But 

the group of men and women at the Second Annual Processing 
\ \  Sweet Corn and Snap Bean Field Day on August 16 at the 

Experiment Station’s Fruit and Vegetable Research Farm 
\ \ had more than flavor in mind; the group also conferred about 
\  \ cob consistency, kernel depth, taper, yield, and ear size.

Wearing caps with names like Asgrow, Ferry Morse, 
Crookham, Rogers, Seneca, Comstock-Michigan Fruit, 

Nabisco, John Copes, Furman Foods, Hanover, and the Geneva 
Experiment Station, extension agents, ag consultants, and about 35 

representatives from the seed and processing industries met with members of the 
departments of plant pathology and horticultural sciences to examine the results 
of this year’s field trials.

“It’s a good opportunity for them to see the results and get hands-on familiarity 
with the trials,” said Alan Taylor, who was one of the presenters from Horticul
tural Sciences. “We call it hands-and-knees between-the-row research.” The 
small 50’ x 150’ plots are important in screening out many disease and insect- 
susceptible varieties before subjecting them to testing in larger acreages.

The reps listened to results from white mold snap bean trials by Helene Dillard 
and Mike Dickson; results of brown spot trials by Mike Dickson; results of snap 
bean and sweet com variety trials by Jim Ballerstein; and results of a precision 
planting snap bean trial by Alan Taylor. The reps looked and listened with 
interest, making comments and asking knowledgeable questions as they scribbled 
notes and made comparisons.

Date: Monday, August 22
Time: 10:30 am
Place: Food Science Conference 

Room
Speaker: Jose Jackson
Topic: Texture Studies of Banana 

Chips

COMPUTER
WORKSHOP/DEVELOPING SERIES 

Fifth in a Series

Date: Tuesday, August 23
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Auditorium, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Demetrios Ioannides
Topic: Gopher, WWW, FTP

Coffee and donuts will be provided by 
SAGES and GEC

Contact Tina Carrasco x254 with any 
questions.

“We found the best source of white mold resistance in a Scarlet Runner bean 
from Mexico,” said Mike Dickson who has been working on the problem for 10 
years, following up on work originally started by Jim Hunter. In most national 
trials, germplasm lines developed at the Experiment Station have come in among 

the top three in terms of best genetic resistance, said Dickson.
& “ T h e  seed companies still have some further breed-
f_A -ng an(j seiection do, but we expect them to

*,■ introduce seeds with white mold resistance within 
the next two or three years.” Researchers at the 

Experiment Station provide seed companies with dis
ease-resistant germplasm that they combine with 
germplasm containing other desirable traits tp 

produce final seed in commercial quantities.

In the brown spot trials, Dickson reported that the use of bean seeds which have 
good resistance coupled with unusually dry growing conditions contributed to a 
trial where no brown spot occurred at all. “If you want to see Brown Spot,” he 
told the crowd, “go to Wisconsin. I’ve just come back from there, and they’ve got 
it sea to sea out there.”

(Continued on pages 2)



(Trial Day, cont.)
In the bean variety trials, Jim Ballerstein had 45 entries to report. Seed and 
processing reps milled around plates of lightly processed green beans, evaluating 
them for processing characteristics like shape, color, and eye appeal. “Because 
they are mechanically harvested, they need plants that grow upright and set the 
pods off the ground,” said Ballerstein.

Alan Taylor reported on two precision planting trials. In one trial, he took Bush 
Blue Lake 47 and Labrador and compared yields in rows where seeds where 
planted one seed every 2”, two seeds every 4”, and three seeds every 6”.

“If precision seeding is truly important, then the best yields would have come 
from the seeds planted exactly 2” apart,” he said. In fact, the second year of trials 
proved the same as the first year’s; that yield is exactly the same regardless of seed 
spacing. This is good news for the planter manufacturers because it proves that 
inconsistent spacing does not affect yield. “Most planters are supposed to set one 
seed every 2”, but growers were finding the planters to be inconsistent. The trial 
proves that the plants take advantage of whatever room they get,” said Taylor.

In the second trial, Taylor tested for uniformity of emergence, tagging each bean 
seedling with a twist tie color-coded for the date it emerged from the ground. The 
plant was followed until yield. Results from that trial indicate that the best yields 
come from the plants that are first to emerge, said Taylor. “Plants that are slow 
to emerge are like‘runts’ from start to finish,” said Taylor. “This study empha
sizes the importance of having good seed quality, with high and uniform rates of 
germination. If there is a long spread in germination, late plants won’t contribute 
significantly to yield. It proves the importance of seed testing.”

The New York State Seed Testing Laboratory is located at the Experiment 
Station. “They perform a real service by providing standard germination tests, 
cold tests, moisture content and other specialized tests for a fee,” said Taylor.

In the late afternoon, Jim Ballerstein reported on 47 entries in the sweet com 
variety trials. “We plant the trials in cooperation with the processors,” said 
Ballerstein. “They let us know whichvarieties they want tested, then we request 
them from the seed companies. Variety trials are in everybody’s best interests. 
Once preliminary results are available, the processors will run larger trials.”

“Four or five years ago, the industry standard among com processors was 
‘Jubilee’,” said Hugh Price, commenting on the number of com varieties being 
tested.. “But then Stewart’s Wilt came along. Since then, the Station has been 
involved in screening varieties with strong resistance for that disease.” Stewart’s 
Wilt is transmitted by flea beetles. Several years of mild winters caused the 
disease to explode across New York state sweet corn fields, stunting plants, and 
causing the production of misshapen ears, said Helene Dillard.

There was a spirit of friendly competitiveness in the air among the seed company 
representatives as they jockeyed for position with the processors. Snap bean and 
sweet com processors make planting decisions that affect thousands of acres and 
thousands of pounds of seeds. According to the latest release from the New York 
Agricultural Statistics Service, in 1993, 54,000 tons of green beans were 
harvested for processing from 18,000 acres of land, accounting for $10 million 
in value. In 1993, 212,520 tons of processing sweet com were harvested from 
30,800 acres, accounting for $16 million in value.

The day ended with an Ag-Business discussion after dinner in the Pavilion behind 
Jordan.

DEFENSIVE D R IV IN G  COURSE

A number of employees have asked if it 
would be possible for the Station to 
offer a defensive driving course for 
individuals other than those who are 
being required to take it in order to 
drive Station vehicles. If there is enough 
interest, such a course will be sched
uled. It is a six-hour course and will be 
held on our campus during working 
hours, but employees will have to pay 
the course fee of $25. This course can 
reduce your liability and collision in
surance by up to 10% and take up to 
four points off your license. If you are 
interested it, please contact Pat Krauss 
at x201 and leave your name and de
partment or QuickMail him with this 
information. You should respond no 
later than Friday, September 2, 1994.

Perhaps you sent a lovely card, 
Or sat quietly in a chair. 

Perhaps you sent a floralpiece, 
I f  so ive saw it there 

Perhaps you spoke the 
kindest words,

Jb  any friend  could say. 
Perhaps you were not there 

at all,
Just thought o f us that day. 

W hatever you did to 
coTisole our hearts,

We thankyou so much 
whatever the part.

Phe fam ily o f 
Jerry Jt. Johnston, Jr.



ENZYME FREEZER CELEBRATES J J y e a r
POLICIES, PROCEDURES, 

and PEOPLE

The enzyme freezer in Hedrick Hall has been operating for a year now. To show 
their thanks, the Fisher Scientific Company will host a coffee and donut 
celebration on Thursday, August 25, from 10-11 am in the Conference Room, 
Hedrick Hall. Sign up to win a Promega T-shirt and other items. See you there!

PARTICIPANTS SOUGHT FOR HOME LAWN GRUB STUDY

A population study of scarab grubs in home lawns will be conducted this summer 
by the Entomology Department and IPM Program here in Geneva. The investi
gators are Jennifer Grant, Michael Villani and Jan Nyrop. We are looking for 
people to volunteer their lawns. The sampling usually causes no damage. 
However, if the weather is dry you may temporarily have some small (< 4 inch 
diam.) dead areas in your lawn. Sampling will be done in late August and early 
September. You will receive a map of the numbers and species of grubs found 
on your property. If you would like to participate, please answer the Grub 
Questionnaire below and return to Jennifer Grant, IPM.

* Participants do not need to be affiliated with NYSAES.

• Thank You
I wish to thank all who gave donations to 
Lakeview Mental Health Services’ Third 
Annual Bowl-A-Thon back in May and to 
those who bought raffle tickets. The pro
ceeds of both functions go towards 
Lakeview Mental Health Services’ Social 
Club “620” Annual Trip. This year they 
are going to Washington, DC.
Liz Baroody of Food Science was the lucky 
winner of the raffle, winning two baskets 
full of neat things for the household. I 
raised over $1,000 working on the two 
fund-raisers.

Flo Hoyt
Horticultural Sciences

DEADLINES (Cfi

SUBMISSION OF GRANT 
PROPOSALS

Home Lawn Grub Study 1994

N am e:______

Home address: 

City or Town: -

• August 31
USDA Alternative Agricultural Research 
and Commercialization Center

• September 1
NSF International Opportunities for Sci
entists and Engineers

• September 1
BARD

Day Phone:__________________ Evening Phone:___________________

1. What size is your lawn? ( Please give approximate lot dimensions or 
an estimate of square footage or acreage).

• September 15
Alfred Sloan Foundation Research Fel
lowships
• Open Date
NSFArabidopsis Genome Research Project

2. Do you have a lawncare service or do you make pesticide applications 
to your own lawn?

3. When is the last time you know of an insecticide being applied to your 
lawn? (If you know the product name, please note).

4. Do you water your lawn? frequently occasionally never

Please return the completed form to Jennifer Grant, IPM.

See the July 11 issue of Sponsored Pro
grams Newsletter for details on the above 
programs. Application forms are available 
by calling x212.



"M AC" ATTACK CLASSIFIEDS

PAINT OR DRAW STRAIGHT LINES
When using a graphics program such as Canvas, MacDraw Pro, or MacPaint, you 
may want to draw a perfectly straight line. To do this, simply click on the 
Paintbrush or Pencil tool. Then, press and hold the Shift key as you draw or 
paint your line.

OPEN WINDOWS FOR YOUR SCREEN SIZE
When you open a file that was last viewed on a larger monitor, you may have 
trouble viewing the entire window. You may not even be able to access the size 
box. If this occurs, simply press and hold the Option key as you re-open the field. 
This cause your Mac to size the window to your particular monitor.

USE "SMART" QUOTES
You may have been using “dumb” quotes without even realizing it. Luckily, it 
is rather simple to step up to “smart” quotes. Smart quotes are curly quotes. “This 
sentence contains smart quotes.” "This sentence doesn’t." Word enables you to 
activate smart quotes automatically by selecting Preferences from the Tools 
menu. In other applications, however, you can create your own smart quotes as 
follows: “(Option-[), ”(Shift-Option-[), ‘(Option-]), and ’(Shift-Option-]).

STATION SOFTBALL 
Xtras and B&P To Go For The Gold

As o f the printing o f this issue o f Notes,
Director’s Cup Championship had not yet 
been played.

The Xtra’s, who have been in last place all 
season, defeated Horticultural Sciences 
Monday, August 15, in Round Two of the 
Championship. B&P, also in Round Two, defeated Germplasm Resources on 
Tuesday, August 16. This, of course, means an exciting game is to be played 
Thursday, August 18, to determine who will take home this year’s Director’s 
Cup. Look for coverage in next week’s Station Notes.

ITHACA COMMUTING: Any stu
dents needing Station transportation from 
Geneva to Ithaca for classes this fall 
should contact Shyh-Liang at e-mail 
address SS62@cornell.edu or call x265 
and leave a message. Provide your class 
schedule in your message.

ROOM FOR RENT: Room for rent in 
large country home, four miles south of 
Experiment Station, $170/month in
cludes kitchen privileges and use of ga
rage. Call Irene Smith at 781-0460.

FOR SALE: Sofa with hideaway bed— 
$20.00. Call x321.

FOR SALE: 35 mm compact cam
eras—Olympus XA, $40.00; Olympus 
XA-1, $30.00; XA-2, $20.00; Canon 
Sure-Shot, $10.00. Call 789-81 12 after 
5 pm.

FOR RENT: Furnished apartment on 
South Main Street. Three rooms—in
cludes all utilities. Available Septem
ber 1. Call Joyce at 781-0438. Leave 
message.

WANTED TO BUY: Washer in good 
working condition at an affordable price. 
Contact Tad in Horticultural Sciences at 
x223.

FOR SALE: 18' Starcraft Boat Cutty 
Cabin, 85 HP Merc, tandem axle trailer. 
$2,200 or best offer. Call Barry at x302 
or after 6:00 pm at 331-6332

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: For Whale 
Watch Festival, August 27 and 28. Con
tact George Schaefers at x252 if you’re 
interested in volunteering for parking or 
other activities.

FREE: Sears electric dryer. Contact 
Tony atx352, home—789-2310, or drop 
him an e-m ail message at 
ams5@cornell.edu.

FOR SALE: 1985 Dodge Aries. 77,000 
miles, new CV joints, alternator, cata
lytic converter, stereo. $1250. Contact 
Tony atx352, home—789-2310, or drop 
him an e-m ail message at 
ams5@cornell.edu.

mailto:SS62@cornell.edu
mailto:ams5@cornell.edu
mailto:ams5@cornell.edu

