
WEEK of OCTOBER 9, 1994

Station Notes

ENTOMOLOGISTS GO  GRUBBING IN LOCAL LAWNS

Scarab grubs are the major turfgrass pest 
in New York state. Millions of dollars 

are spent annually by homeowners and 
turfgrass managers attempting to control 
the grubs, which damage lawns by feed
ing on turfgrass roots. Much of that effort 
is unnecessary, according to researchers 
from the IPM program.

“Our research indicates that preventive soil 
insecticide applications are often wasted 
because the properties don’t require treat
ment. Most properties don’t have enough 
grubs to pose an actual threat to healthy 
turf,” said Jennifer Grant, a Cornell Coop
erative Extension IPM area specialist.

Grant, with entomologists Michael Villani 
and Jan Nyrop, is working with field crews 
taking grub samples from 100 lawns in 
Monroe, Ontario and Tompkins counties as 
part of a research project involving Euro
pean chafers, the most common grub found 
in home lawns. The sampling follows up on 
research begun in 1990. Crews of five to 10 
members cut into the lawn soil every 10 feet 
i n a grid pattern, col lecting 50 to 150 samples 
per lawn. The sites are checked for grubs, 
lawn age, amount of shade, and grass spe
cies. Golf course cup cutters are used to 
remove the soil cores for analysis.

The original 1990 samples showed that 
high grub populations are associated with 
front lawns, lawns with a high proportion of 
Kentucky bluegrass, young lawns, and 
sunny areas of  lawns. The 1990 samples

Robert Jarecke (right) teaches volunteer Troy Wolf (left) how to sample fo r  grubs 
in lawns.

were the basis of a new risk model that indicates the likelihood of lawns being damaged by 
grubs.

Results suggest that grub sampling is an economical alternative to preventive grub 
treatments for both lawn care companies and homeowners. “Eventually, homeowners and 
lawn care companies will be able to use this model to quickly determine whether an 
insecticide treatment is called for,” Grant said.

As of Wednesday, October 5, grub sampling in all Geneva lawns had been completed. 
“Thanks to all who participated,” said Grant, who reported that, in general, “grub 
populations were extremely low on most lawns in the Geneva area.” Ithaca and Rochester 
lawns will be sampled over the next two weeks.

The project is being funded by a special grant from the new Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Urban IPM Program, which is working to educate the public regarding the use of IPM 
methods by homeowners, businesses, municipalities and others. (Continued on page 2)

Monday, October 10, all day
Columbus Day: Station open
Monday, October 10,12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness class for all employees
Monday, October 10, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
English as a Second Language

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Wednesday, October 12,12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness class for all employees
Wednesday, October 12,3:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
Chairs' and Unit Leaders’ Meeting
Wednesday, October 12,6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
English as a Second Language

Friday, October 14, 9:00 am
IPM Conference Room
Geneva Administrative Managers’s Meeting
Friday, October 14, 9;30 am
Lounge, Jordan Hall
Worker Protection Standard Training
Friday, October 14,12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness class for all employees



Susan Brown, Jim Hunter, Hugh Price, and Jim Cummins congratulate Patrick Conner 
on his reception o f the 1994 Perrine Scholarship on September 30.

DIRECTOR, CHAIRS VISIT SENECA FOODS

D irector James Hunter; Herb Aldwinckle, Hugh Price, Wendell Roelofs, and 
Karl Siebert, the chairmen of the Geneva research departments; Tony 

Shelton, Associate Director for Research in the College; Don Downing, food 
processing extension specialist in Food Science and Technology; and Steve 
Reiners, assistant professor of vegetable crops in Horticultural Sciences, met with 
officials of Seneca Foods on Tuesday, October 3, in the main offices of Seneca 
Foods at Marion, NY. The purpose of the visit was to provide a better understanding 
of what is happening in New Y ork’s food processing industry currently, what the 
challenges for the future appear to be, and what role the Station might be able to play 
in helping to meet those challenges.

Seneca Foods is one of the largest food processors in New York and has plants in 
other parts of the country, including the Midwest, California and Washington. 
Research done at the Station could impact the processing industry in several ways. 
One major problem facing New York’s food processing industry is how to handle 
the waste that is generated in producing food products. Specifically, companies are 
looking for useful ways of using the by-products after foods have been processed. 
Other areas discussed involved the value of having insect- and disease-resistant 
varieties of fruits and vegetables available for use, reducing the use of pesticides, 
expanding the fresh she\f-\ife of fruits and vegetables, and maintaining high- 
quality products that are safe and wholesome. The general trend is to process foods 
as little as possible so that the final product is as near fresh-like as it can be for high 
consumer acceptance.

POLICIES, PROCEDURES, and PEOPLE
* Proud N e w  G randparents: Jim & Sharan Tette became first-time grandpar
ents October 4. Daughter Monica & son-in-law Ken Marsh had a baby boy named 
Daniel Griffin. He weighed in at 8 lbs., 5 oz. Jim is the Director of IPM.

(Grubbing, cont.)

The New York State Department of Ag
ricultural and Markets, in conjunction 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension, has 
a far-reaching and successful Agricul
tural IPM Program that focuses on re
ducing pesticide use without affecting 
crop quality.

Integrated Pest Management is a deci
sion-making process that focuses on long
term prevention or suppression of pest 
problems with minimum impact on hu
man health and the environment. In addi
tion to its agricultural applications, IPM 
can also be used to manage pests of 
landscaping, structures, and interiors.

THE EMPIRE PLAN REPORT 
New Home Care and Durable 
Medical Equipment/Supplies 

Program

IMPORTANT: Paid-in-Full Benefit, 
You Must Call 1-800-638-9918

The Empire Plan’s Home Care Advo
cacy Program (HCAP) starts October 1, 
1994. HCAP is administered by Metro
politan. When you call HCAP at 1-800- 
638-9918 and use an HCAP provider for 
medically necessary home care services 
and/or durable medical equipment/sup- 
plies prescribed by your doctor, you 
have a paid-in-full benefit for: durable 
medical equipment/supplies, home nurs
ing, home infusion therapy, certain home 
health care services when they take the 
place of hospitalization or care in a skilled 
nursing facility: home health aides; 
physical, occupational and speech 
therapy; prescription drugs; laboratory 
services. There are penalties if you do 
not use this service.

You must call HCAP even if Medicare 
or another plan is primary. Call HCAP 
as soon as your doctor prescribes home 
care services or durable medical equip
ment/supplies.

Please read the entire REPORT dated 
September 1994.



STATION TOUR IMPRESSES MEDIA REPS

A bout 20 representa
tives from  regional 

newspapers and Cornell 
M edia Services toured the 
E xperim ent S ta tion  on 
Thursday, Septem ber 29.
The tour, w hich lasted 
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
was a resounding success 
forthose who participated.
Each research department 
and unit made a presenta
tion to the group. High
lights of the tour included Paul Robbins’ video of grubs swarming toward the 
pheromone traps on a Connecticut golf course; the heavily-laden, fancy-fruited, 
Y-trellised Red Delicious apple trees on the Loomis Farm; and PGRU’s stuffed 
and dressed “bee man” who hovered over three bountifully laden demonstration 
tables of varieties of grapes, apples, and vegetables in the PGRU collection. In 
general, contacts were made that should ease the flow of information into the 
public’s hands, both between Geneva and Ithaca, and also between the Station 
and newspapers and agricultural magazines in New York state and Pennsylvania.

“We learned a lot, picked up good leads, put faces with names w e’ve known for 
years, and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves,” said Ellen Bonn, Director of Publica
tions at M edia Services. “Please extend our thanks to all from the station who 
participated.” Many were surprised to see just how extensive the research 
programs were at the Station. The most frequent comments were: “W e had no 
idea you did all this here, or were as big as you are.”

A big thank-you for your time and effort also goes out from Communication 
Services for the excellent presentations [Editor’s note: you fo lks really are 
impressive when you get going!] and to those who participated directly in the 
event: Sandy Antinelli, Tom Burr, Kevin Colton, Kathy DeRosa, Dick Durst, 
Phil Forsline, Dennis Gonsalves, Elaine Gotham, Jim Hunter, W olfram Koeller, 
Pat Krauss, W arren Lamboy, Peter M cDonald, Jim M cFerson, Joe Ogrodnick, 
Hugh Price, Paul Robbins, Karl Siebert and Amy Szewc-McFadden.

Phil Forsline shows tour members the plastic tubes 
used to store 1-bud segments o f dormant apple wood in 
liquid nitrogen.

USE UNIVERSAL MENU 
SHORTCUTS
Nearly every M ac application  uses 
the same shortcuts. Y o u ’ll see key
board shortcuts along the right-hand 
side o f a pull-dow n m enu. Here are 
som e (alm ost) un iversal shortcuts: 
Open (Command-O), Prin t (Com- 
mand-P), New (Command-N), Save 
(Command-S), Q uit (Command- 
Q), F ind  (Com m and-F), C lo se  
(Com mand-W ), C a n c e l (C om 
mand-period), U ndo (Command- 
Z), Cut (Command-X), Copy (Com- 
mand-C), Paste (Command-V), and 
Select All (Command-A). In any 
dialog box, you can press the Re
turn or Enter key to select the but
ton with the double border. U nfortu
nately, the Command-key com bi
nations do not w ork in every  pro
gram. Command-W, for exam ple, 
activates the Fit in Window com 
mand in PageM aker.

UN-INSTALL PROGRAMS
You can use A pple’s Installer program 
to un-install programs. Simply click 
the Customize button. Then, press 
and hold the Option key to change the 
Install button to a Remove button. 
Click on the name of the item you want 
to remove, then click Remove. Click 
the Quit button when done.

[ SEMINARS

JOINT SEMINAR PLANT PATHOLOGY
Plant Pathology, Entomology, and Date: Thursday, October 13 Date:

Horticultural Sciences Time: 10:00 am Time:
Date: Tuesday, October 11 Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab Place:
Time: 1:30 pm Speaker: David Baulcombe
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall Sainsbury Laboratory,
Speaker: Martha Mutschler Norwich, UK Speaker:

Department of Plant Breeding Topic: Gene Silencing and Virus
and Biometry, Ithaca Resistance in Transgenic

Topic: Acyl Sugar-Mediated Plants. Topic:
Multiple Pest Resistance in
Tomatoes.

ENTOMOLOGY
Thursday, October 13 
3:30 pm
The Paul J. Chapman 
Conference Room,
(Room 310, Barton Lab) 
Barbara Peckarsky, Professor 
Department of Entomology, 
Ithaca
Mechanisms & Evolutionary 
Consequences of Selective 
Predation by Stream-Dwell
ing Stoneflies.



UNITED WAY BRONZE AWARD

The NYS Agricultural Experim ent Station re
ceived a Bronze Award from the Ontario 
County United Way at its annual meeting 
on Septen ,ber 20 “for outstanding service 
to the people of our com m unity.” The 
award reflects the generous contributions 
made by 181 different em ployees and 
retirees to the United W ay cam paign this 
past spring. The United W ay campaign 
was coordinated by W endell Roelofs,
Dept, of Entom ology, and raised $ 18,568 
in Station donations .

“It just goes to show that even in times 
when we haven’t had a lot of pay raises 
that people are still very concerned about

United VW^y

services in their com m unity ,” said W endell, who 
was assisted  by 24 captains scattered through 

the various S tation departm ents and units. 
People use the drive as one of the best ways 
to donate to all the various human service 
agencies in O ntario  C ounty and many 
people give au tom atically  so it was “not 
really that d ifficu lt” as chairm an, he said. 
“Being associated  w ith this campaign a l
lows one to v isualize many fellow em 
ployees in a new light and helps to restore 
o n e’s en thusiasm  for the.overall Station 
fam ily as concerned and caring people.”

For those interested in seeing it, the award 
is hanging in the hallw ay in Jordan Hall.

GENEVA FAMILY YMCA
The Geneva Family YMCA has provided the following information as an update for 
joining.

An employee receives a 10% discount off the annual membership fee for a family or 
adult membership only. The employee also will pay a one-time-only CDC (joining) fee 
of $65.00 for a family or $55.00 for an adult. The following chart illustrates these fees 
and the total cost to the member.

Membership NYSAES Membership Fee CDC Total Cost
Fee Discount less Discount fee to Employee

Family $480.00 48.00 432.00 65.00 $497.00

Adult $397.00 40.00 357.00 55.00 $412.00

The member can pay the total cost in full by cash, check, or charge; or can participate 
in the bank draft program. An employee may elect 1 of 2 options under the bank draft
system;

1) pay the CDC fee in full up front, pay one month in advance, and have the other 
11 payments automatically deducted from their checking account.

2) pay one month in advance including 1/12 of the CDC fee, and have 11 more 
payments deducted from the checking account cover the annual member ship fee and the 
CDC fee.

Regardless of whether the CDC is paid in full or spread out over the year, one month must 
be paid in advance as it takes 20-30 days to get the draft in full operation.

This chart illustrates the monthly bank drafts, with and without the CDC included:

12 payments and 
pay CDC up front

12 payments 
including CDC

Family $36.85 $42.25

Adult $30.60 $35.15

Employees wishing to join should do so at the YMCA. If employees have questions 
regarding this procedure, please contact Sheri L. Diano, Office Manager, weekdays 
from 8:00 to 5:00 p.m. at 315/789-1616.

CLASSIFIED

BOWHUNTING: Station employees 
interested in bowhunting on Station prop
erty should contact Mark L. Scott at 
x296 for sign-up and regulations.

FOR SALE: Whirlpool frost-free side- 
by-side refrigerator/freezer and Whirl
pool double-oven range. Both work well. 
The range has new heating elements in 
both ovens. $100 each or best offer. Call 
Chris at x246 or 789-4429.

FOR RENT: One-person, partially-
furnished apartment. $350/month in
cludes utilities, off-street parking, and 
utilities. One-month security deposit 
and references required. Call 789-5903 
after 3:30 pm.

WANTED TO BUY: Western ProPlow 
or Fisher plow for 1988 Chevy truck. 
Call x253.

FOR SALE: Home brewing supplies. 
Everything you need to make great beer 
at bargain prices. Call John Ludwig for 
price list and further information at 539- 
3155.

FOR SALE: 1983 Chevy Cavalier, 4- 
door. Runs well but needs muffler. A 
little rust. $ 100 or best offer. Contact 
Russ at x361.


