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Paula Tennant, a graduate student in 
Plant Pathology at the Experiment Sta
tion, won the Graduate Student Re

search Award for the best paper presented by 
a graduate student at the annual meeting of 
the Northeast Division of the American Phy- 
topathological Society. The meeting, which 
attracts pathologists from the northeastern 
states and eastern Canada, was held last 
week in Ithaca.

“When you send in your abstract, you can 
indicate whether you want to be part of the 
grad student competition,” says Tennant. 
“Then at the meeting, the judges go to differ
ent talks, judging the papers on the abstract, 
the organization, and scientific merit.”

The title of Tennant’s paper was “Transgenic 
and classically cross-protected papaya show 
limited protection against papaya ringspot 
virus isolates from different geographical 
regions.”

“I was quite surprised to win,” said Tennant, 
who used PowerPoint slides in her presenta
tion. “It was the first paper I had ever pre
sented at the APS meeting. I was very ner
vous, but it must have come off okay.”

Tennant said she had just learned PowerPoint 
the week before, mostly by asking other 
graduate students in the department. “The 
manual was of no help”.

“I gave an introduction to the ringspot virus 
and the problem in different countries and 
then went into the experiments I did with 
papaya,” said Tennant. “It was a combina
tion of the work I had done as a visiting 
scientist and my work as a graduate student 
under Dennis Gonsalves since 1991.”

Tennant comes from Jamaica and received 
her bachelors in Natural Sciences at the 
University of the West Indies (Jamaica cam
pus).

“We only recently started growing papaya in 
Jamaica,” she said. “In 1990, there was an 
outbreak of the ringspot virus in two local
ized areas of the island. The government 
brought Dennis Gonsalves down as a con
sultant and he suggested they send someone 
up to his lab to learn about the disease. That 
was how I came to Geneva in the first place.
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GRADUATE STUDENTS WIN AWARDS

Paula Tennant received the 1994 Graduate Student Research Award from the APS, 
competing against other graduate students from all over the Northeast.

After eradicating all of the diseased plants on the island, they thought they had taken care 
of it, but just this year the disease reappeared island-wide. It is of major concern because all 
the large papaya farms have been affected.”

Papaya is an important crop in Jamaica. As of August, 1994, the total acreage under 
cultivation was 920 acres; acreage harvested was 552 acres. In 1993, the volume produced 
was 3,276,000 kg.which represented a value of $3,426,000 (U.S.). “Jamaica exports about 
65% of the total amount of papaya produced on the island,” said Tennant. Trees infected with 
ringspot virus are stunted, the leaves turn yellow, and the fruit yield decreases.

Tennant is working on a Ph.D. which she hopes to receive in the fall of 1995, after which 
she will return to Jamaica. “I anticipate I will continue to work on ringspot,” she said.

“I am very proud of our graduate students for doing so well,” said Herb Aldwinckle, Chair 
of the Department of Plant Pathology. “These awards reflect the general high caliberof the 
students we have in Geneva. I am especially proud because one of our students has won this 
award two years in a row.”

One year ago, Wendy Wilson was in a three-way tie for first place in the same APS 
competition for her paper “A non-isotopic PCR-coupled LCR reaction assay for the 
identification of Erwinia stewartii,” which she coauthored with C.A. Batt and Helene 
Dillard. Wilson works with Batt and Dillard doing molecular research on Stewart’s 
Bacterial Wilt of sweet corn. She expects to receive her Ph.D. in 1995.

Brigitte Martineau, a graduate student in the enology program at the Experiment Station, is 
also the recipient of several awards. Shecurrently holds a Student Award for the 1993-1995 
academic years from the American Society for Enology & Viticulture/Eastern Section. This 
year she was awarded the American Wine Society Scholarship for 1994—95, and also the
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CALENDAR of EVENTS SEMINARS "MAC" ATTACK

Friday, October 28
Halloween Party 
Sponsored by SAGES 
Pumpkin carving at 4:30 pm in Food 
Science Pilot Plant.
Party at 8 in the Sawdust Cafe (costumes 
preferred!).

Monday, October 31, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
English as a Second Language

Wednesday, November 2, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language

Friday, November 4, 6:00 pm
Club 86
Station Club Banquet

CAMPUS TRAFFIC  
DETOUR— ITHACA

Now that they have finally finished black
topping Green Street and Seneca Street in 
downtown Ithaca, those of you who travel 
back and forth can look forward to more 
inconveniences in the traffic patterns—only, 
this time, on the Cornell campus. Beginning 
on or about Halloween, the steam-line repair 
work in front of Bradfield Hall is slated to 
begin and will last about a month. During 
that time, Tower Road will be closed to all 
but local taffic between Garden Avenue and 
Wing Drive. Traffic will be detoured through 
the south edge of the Alumni Field lot and 
there will be no parking along this edge.

Buses that would normally travel on Tower 
Road, will travel and make stops in the 
Alumni Field lot both east- and west-bound; 
the stops will be clearly marked.

To make deliveries or drop-offs on Tower 
Road, access to the greenhouses will be from 
the Garden Avenue end; access to the Rice 
Hall, Mann Library and the Bradfield load
ing dock will be from the Wing Drive end.

There will be reduction in available parking 
also. If you have any questions, contact 
project manager, Bob Lotkowictz at 8-5- 
4461.

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date: Monday, October 31
Time: 11:00 Am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Amy Iezzoini

Department of Horticultural
Sciences
Michigan State University, 
East Lansing

Topic: Sour Cherry Germplasm: 
Collection, Evaluation, and 
Utilization-Role of the 
U.S. Germplasm System

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, November 1
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab
Speaker: Dr. Jonathan Arias

The Clayton Foundation Labora
tories for Peptide Biology, Salk 
Institute for Biological 
Studies, La Jolla, California

Topic: The Regulation of Eucaryotic 
Gene Expression by Signal- 
Response Transcription Factors

Dr. Arias is a candidate for the position 
of Plant Molecular Biologist in the Ithaca

Department o f Plant Pathology

PLANT PATHOLOGY

Date: Tuesday, November 1
Time: 3:00 pm
Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab
Speaker: Magdalen Lindeberg 

Department of Plant Pathology, 
Ithaca

Topic: Secretion of Cell Wall Degrad
ing Enzymes by Erwinia 
chrysanthemi

ENTOMOLOGY

Date: Wednesday, November 2
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: The Paul J. Chapman Conference 

Room, (Room 310, Barton Lab)
Speaker: Dr. Jan Nyrop,

Associate Professor 
Department of Entomology, 
Geneva

Topic: Mathematics & Applied Popula
tion Ecology:
Shotgun Marriage or Cupid’s 
Kiss?

Social interaction with speaker at 3:00 pm 
Coffee & cookies provided.

ADD A SUBTITLE TO A CHART
To create a subtitle when creating a chart in 
Excel, press Command-Return after typ
ing the title test. This key combination 
enables you to type a second title within a 
label.

REBUILD THE DESKTOP FILE
The Desktop file is an invisible file that 
performs housekeeping functions and keeps 
track of files. If your Mac seems a bit 
sluggish, or if you’ve moved or deleted a 
bunch of files lately, you may want to re
build the Desktop file. To do this, press and 
hold the Command and Option keys as 
your Mac starts up. When you see a dialog 
box asking, “Are you sure?”—click OK. 
Remember that this procedure erases com
ments in each file’s Get Info box.

FORMAT TEXT FROM THE KEYBOARD
When using Word, you can format text 
quickly. You probably already know about 
Bold (Command-Shift-B) and Italic (Com- 
mand-Shift-I), but did you know that you 
can create small caps by pressing Com- 
mand-Shift-H or convert text to all caps by 
pressing Command-Shift-K? Other short
cuts include creating subscripts (Command- 
Shift-hyphen) and superscripts (Command- 
Shift—h). If your experimentations are not 
fruitful, you can always press Command- 
Shift-spacebar to revert to plain formatting.

BOOKS NEEDED
The Library in Jordan Hall is sponsoring the 
book sale portion of the Craft Show/Book 
Sale on November 12. They will accept all 
types of books, puzzles, and records on 
Thursday and Friday, November 10 and 11 
only. Donations should be brought directly 
to the auditorium, Jordan Hall. For every 
book sale item donated you will receive a 
coupon for one free book.

APPLICATION AVAILABLE
Applications for an absentee ballot for the 
November 8 elections are available from 
Kathy DeRosa, Director’s Office.



Wendy Wilson was in a three-way tie for the APS award for Graduate Student Research 
Award in 1993.

Brigitte Martineau will be doing research in Dijon, France, this winter.

( Grad Students, continued)

American Society for Enology and 
Viticulture Scholarship for 1994—95. This 
past July, she was awarded “Best Enology 
Paper” in the student paper competition at 
the 19th annual meeting of the ASEV/ES 
at Cleveland, Ohio. Her winning paper 
was titled “Synthesis and utilization of 
diacetyl in wine: kinetics and interaction 
between yeast and malolactic bacteria.” 
She has submitted the paper for publica
tion in the “American Journal for Enology 
and V itic u ltu re .” L allem and  Inc., 
Montreal, Canada, sponsored the award.

Martineau is currently working on the 
energetics of citric acid metabolism of 
Leuconostoc oenos under the tutelage of 
Thomas Henick-Kling, Department of 
Food Science & Technology.

“Brigitte is doing excellent work,” said 
Henick-Kling. “She is a very good re
searcher, has made tremendous progress, 
and has several published papers and more 
under review. She is a very strong student 
in my lab.”

During the winter 1995, Martineau will 
spend three months in Dijon, France, work
ing on a collaborative project between her 
Geneva research group and a French group 
researching the genetics of dairy lactic 
acid bacteria.

“I will be working on cloning a gene in 
Leuconostoc oenos involving the me
tabolism of citric acid that the French 
group has already cloned in a closely 
related bacterium,” says Martineau, who 
is looking forward to the experience.

Martineau is originally from Quebec. She 
has been at the Station for two years and 
plans on completing her Ph.D. by Sep
tember 1995, after which she hopes to 
find a faculty position in which she can 
continue doing wine-related research.
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CLASSIFIED

17th A nnual 
Christmas Craft Show- 

Book S ale 
November 12th

10:00 am-3:00 p m  • Jordan Hall

Christmas Decorations, Quilts, Carved 
Birds, Paintings, Baskets, Corn-Husk 
Dolls, Needlework, Tinsmithing,
Dried Flowers, and much more.
Refreshments and lots of books.

MISSING: Insect cage, 3' x 3' x 4'. Bor
rowed from basement of StationBarn. Please 
return to Mike Dickson, Horticultural Sci
ences.

FOR SALE: 1985 Toyota MR2 two-door 
coupe, 5-speed, air-conditioning, AM-FM 
stereo, all repair receipts, 68,000 miles. 
$4,800 or best offer. Call Greg at 781 -6366.

FOR SALE: 1973 Correct Craft Ski Boat 
with galvanized trailer. Very clean. $2,800. 
Call Greg at 781-6366.

FOR RENT: Two-bedroom upstairs apart
ment. Geneva, 1 mile from Station. Stove, 
refrigerator, and utilities included. $385/ 
month. Call 789-7083.

DAYLIGHT SAYINGS 
BEGINS OCTOBER 30.

Don't forget to 
turnyourclocks 
back an hour 
when you go to 
bed on Sunday.


