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STATION NOTES
GOVERNOR CUOMO SIGNS FARM LEGISLATION AT STATION

Governor Mario Cuomo addresses guests and station employees prior to signing bill.

“This place is a dazzler,” exclaimed Governor Mario M. 
Cuomo, Tuesday morning at Loomis Farm on the Geneva 
campus.

The Governor was here to sign a legislative landmark — the 
1992 Agricultural Protection Act. The legislation includes 
several measures aimed at improving the economic climate 
for New York farmers and helps insulate farmers from 
nuisance lawsuits. It also sets a framework for future 
measures to lighten farmers property tax load and takes 
steps toward protecting farmland from development. Sena
tor Randy Kuhl Jr., and Assemblyman William L. Parment, 
chairmen of the state senate and assembly agriculture 
committees, respectively, were instrumental in getting this 
new farm protection bill passed. “I’ve waited 6 years for this 
day to happen,” said Kuhl, “and today I also had the 
opportunity to drink from the same cupof cherry-apple juice 
as the Governor.” “Yes,” responded Cuomo, “but I drank 
first.”

Bill Parment praised the Station’s research and extension 
work. “This is an area,” said Parment, “where agriculture 
preservation is very much at work and I am pleased that this 
bill is being signed here.”

Charles Wille, President of the New York Farm Bureau, felt 
the steps taken today would help insure the future of 
agriculture in the Empire State.

Cuomo arrived on the Loomis Farm with Director Jim 
Hunter after landing by helicopter at the Seneca Lake State 
Park. Governor Cuomo met and spoke with several faculty, 
prior to signing the bill. “It took 20 years of research to 
commcrci alizc the use of a new environmentally safe method 
of controlling the grape berry moth,” Wendell Roelofs told 
the Governor. “Releasing the sex attractant of the female 
moths confuses the male,” Roelofs added. Cuomo com
mented that he thought there might be something in that 
method for dealing with the legislators. The Governor was
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ceive royalties from saleable projects, 
that there were other similar programs, 
but ours were more advanced and the 
fact that we have many visiting scien
tists from other countries is an indication 
of our leadership. Gary also told the 
Governor that he has cooperators in Israel 
where Cuomo is planning to visit soon.

Jan Nyrop, John Sanford, and Terence 
Robinson also spoke on aspects of their 
research or extension activities.

David Call, Dean of Cornell’s College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences, said 
in his opening remarks that “The 
Geneva Station, with its 900 acres, is 
known around the world as one of the 
leading agricultural research institu
tions of its kind. We are very proud of 
our faculty, its relationship with 
Cornell University and we are very 
pleased to have Governor Cuomo with 
us today.”

Governor Cuomo signs 1992 Agricultural 
Protection Act.

obviously impressed with the fact that 
if even half of the grape growers in 
New York used this method, we could 
replace about 50 tons of chemical insec
ticide now being used in the vineyards.

Jim Telte described the IPM program 
as helping farmers reduce their reli
ance on chemical pesticides, and help
ing New York agriculture preserve 
and protect the environment using new 
knowledge generated here at Geneva 
and at other Cornell facilities. “Recent 
efforts,” he told the Governor, “have 
been geared to promoting alternatives 
using biological organisms.” Tette 
showed Cuomo samples of parasitic 
wasps that control pests on vegetables 
and flies on cows, and samples of mi
croscopic roundworms that control 
lawn grubs and other insects.

Gary Harman’s work onTrichodcrma, 
a beneficial fungus, drew several ques
tions from the Governor. He asked 
about theprofitablity of good research, 
about other similar programs in the 
world and whether or not they were as 
good as ours, and if people from other 
countries come here to learn? Gary 
indicated that, yes, Cornell would re John Sanford describes Gene Gun to Governor Cuomo.

Jan Nyrop explains "Expert System" program that was developed to 
aid growers in making pest management decisions.



“When I’m gone,” Cuomo concluded, “I want you to 
be able to say, he wanted to be a farm governor and 
he was.”

A special plaque was presented to the Governor by 
Robert Bit/, President of the New York State Ag
ricultural Society, “in recognition of his strong and 
continued support of New York State agriculture for 
the benefit of all of the residents of the state.”

Following the ceremony, there was a catered lunch 
for invited guests and a two-hour afternoon tour of 
the Station.

Bernadine Aldwinckle 
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Commissioner of Agriculture and Mar
kets, Richard McGuire, presided over 
the event. Governor Cuomo responded 
to McGuire’s praise of him as an “agri
culture friendly” governor by lauding 
McGuire’s spelling. “He can spell po
tato,” said Cuomo, “but he blew broc
coli, and began zucchini with an S.”

Cuomo attributed his interest in farm
ing to his mother’s family farm back in 
Italy. He said, “She never considered 
it a farm, though, because you couldn’t 
get water from the ground. It was a 
mountain she owned.” She also gave 
him a line that he’s never forgotten, 
“The further you get away from the 
farm, the further you get away from 
God.” “On the farm,” he said, “you 
can see things growing, how things 
need one another, how the mother 
animal takes care of its young— you’re 
learning all the time.”

Cuomo also commented on how the 
agricultural research done at the sta
tion would help to feed the world’s 
increasing population in the future. 
“For example,” he said, “the gene gun 
will someday be responsible for feed
ing starving children like those in So
malia, who will never know the 
inventor’s name."

Robert Bilz, President of the New York Stale Agricultural Society 
Society, presents plaque to the Governor.

Susan Brown discusses her research during tour of the station.

Two visitors examine transgenic apple plants outside Herb Aldwinckle's 
greenhouse.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS GENEVA LIBRARY TO OFFER WORKSHOPS

Thursday, September 3, Noon
Sawdust Cafe
Geneva Arboretum Association 
Meeting

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: 1985 Volkswagen Golf. 
White, 2-door, manual, 110,000 miles. 
Perfect condition. Asking $2000. Call 
Paolo or Kim at 789-2710 after 6:00 
pm, or Elisabetta at x312.

FOR SALE: 1985 Buick Skyhawk 
station wagon, very good condition, 
very reliable, automatic, AM/FM ste
reo cassette player, air conditioning, 
velour upholstery, no rust. $2895. Call 
Antonio at 789-7905 or x278.

WANTED: A furnished single room 
for a male Postdoctoral Associate (na
tive of Korea) from September 15 for 
six months. Please call Andy at x266 
or 789-4507.

FOR SALE: Apple P rin ter -
LaserWriter II. Almost new. $185 or 
best offer. Call Ricardo at x240 or 
(607) 257-4624.

FOR SALE: 1978 Datsun F-10,
80,000 miles, some rust, runs well. 
$300 or best offer. Call Ricardo at 
x240 or (607) 257-4624.

The Geneva Library is offering the following database searching workshops. 
These hands-on training sessions will be held in the Jordan Hall Library. Call 
x214 to sign up; but hurry, class sizes arc limited.

MacSPIRS: CAB Abstracts (1984-1991)*
Agricola (1970-1992)*
FSTA (1969-1992)

* Available only at a single work station in the Library (2nd Floor)

Mann Gateway: Agricola (1982-1992)
BIOSIS (1986-1992)
Cornell Online Catalog 
Crop Estimates 
National Resources Inventory 
RLIN

Dates and times for the above workshops:

Tues, Sept 1 2:30-3:30 MacSPIRS

Wed, Sept 2 10:30-11:30 MacSPIRS

Thurs, Sept 3 2:30-3:30 Mann Gateway

Friday, Sept 4 10:30-11:30 Mann Gateway

Tues, Sept. 8 2:30-3:30 MacSPIRS

Thurs, Sept 10 2:30-3:30 Mann Gateway

Tues, Sept 15 10:30-11:30 MacSPIRS

Thurs, Sept 17 10:30-11:30 Mann Gateway '

Tues, Sept 22 2:30-3:30 MacSPIRS

! Thurs, Sept 24 2:30-3:30 Mann Gateway

Tues, Sept 29 10:30-11:30 MacSPIRS

STATION CO-ED SOFTBALL
B&P Takes Director’s Cup Championship

Last year B&P took the Station’s Best Record Title with an 8-2 record. This year 
they kept that title with no losses, but also took home the Director’s Cup 
Championship. They defeated PGRU Wednesday, August 19, with a Final score 
of 14-8. Ed Bailey, Captain of B&P reported, “It was an outstanding game. Hats 
go off to PGRU. They’re a great team. It’s too bad there has to be a second place.”

Team members were Captain Ed Bailey, Robert Evangelista, Tony Laquitara, Brian Lasher, Ben Abbott, Tim Thibault, 
Pat Martin, Felix Torres, Kenny Bell, Dave Lasher, Phil Beman, Ann Best, John VandcrWeide, Amy Vanderweidc, and 
A1 Fairbrother.


