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Station Notes A

THE PAUL J. CHAPMAN GRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP

“My, isn’t this something.”

Those were the words of pro
fessor emeritus of entomology 
Dr. Paul J. Chapman, 92, as he 
stood beside a bronze plaque 
commemorating establishment 
of the Paul J. Chapman Gradu
ate Student Fellowship at 
Geneva. He looked at the 
plaque, and waved to the more 
than 75 professional colleagues, 
friends, and associates who had 
gathered in the foyer of Barton 
Laboratory for a special cer
emony officially establishing 
the fellowship.

A former chairman of the de
partment of entomology, Dr. 
Chapman, known as “Chappie” to his 
many friends, retired from the Station 
in 1968. However, he has continued an 
active research and writing program 
both in his field of entomology as well 
as preparing a history of the Experi
ment Station. Chappie’s interest in the 
Station, Cornell University, and agri
culture in New York State has never 
waned through his 70-year career as a 
scientist and mentor. He has always 
been particularly interested in watch
ing and helping new scientists in the 
department to develop to their poten
tial.

Because of this interest, Dr. Chapman 
contributed $100,000 to establish a 
graduate student fellowship in the de
partment of entomology. A total of 
$250,000 is needed to permanently 
endow this fellowship. Besides Dr. 
Chapman, the first two major donors

(gifts of at least $10,000 each) are Dr. 
and Mrs. Haruo Tashiro and Mary Lienk 
on behalf of her deceased husband, 
Sigfried, and herself. Drs. Tashiro and 
Lienk were especially close colleagues 
of Dr. Chapman, frequently appearing 
with him as co-authors on publications.

Other contributions have been received 
from friends of Dr. Chapman and the 
department to bring the total raised 
toward endowing the fellowship to 
about $150,000. The remaining 
$100,000 will be solicited from many 
different sources, including some of 
the commercial companies with which 
Dr. Chapman worked closely through
out his long and distinguished career.

Speaking at the special ceremonies on 
Friday, October 16 were Dr. James E. 
Hunter, director of the Station; Dr. 
William Boldt, assistant dean of the

College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences and chai rman of a $ 140 
million dollar fund-raising drive 
in which the College is currently 
involved; and Dr. Wendell 
Roel ofs, chairm an of the Station ’ s 
department of entomology.

I think i t’s very appropriate that 
we honor Dr. Chapman with a 
graduate student fellowship,” 
said Director Hunter during his 
remarks. “A student is looking 
to the future, and that so typifies 
Dr. Chapman. As long as I have 
known him, which has been for 
more than 20 years, he has al
ways talked about the future.”

Director Hunter went on to ex
press the gratitude of Cornell 

University and the Station for the lead
ership that Dr. Chapman displayed 
throughout his career. This leadership 
was particularly exhibited through the 
young scientists he hired plus the fact 
that he acted as their mentor in many 
instances.

“Dr. Chapman is a main reason, still 
today, that this is one of the best depart
ments of entomology in the world,” 
stated Director Hunter. One reason for 
this is the balance that exists between 
basic and applied research in the de
partment and the close relationship that 
there is among scientists of these two 
groups.

In his remarks, Dr. William Boldt said, 
“Chappie has really done something to 
provide leadership for the Colleges 
campaign. He made the initial gift of 
$100,000 toward this fellowship. He
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not only has worked 
here for 70 years, but 
with this gift he has 
also endowed the fu
ture.”

Dr. Boldt explained 
that Cornell is in 
volved in a $1.2 bil
lion capital campaign. Over $700 mil
lion has been raised so far. The College 
has a goal of $95 million. The College 
is ahead of all other colleges in solicit
ing funds for the campaign. “We’ve 
raised about $85 million, and we’re 
hoping to raise about $140 million by 
the end of the campaign in 1995.” Of 
this total, more than $4 million has 
been given to the College from faculty. 
The theme of the campaign is called, 
“Creating the Future.” “Certainly, 
Chappie has done that in this case,” 
said Dr. Boldt.

Originally, the purpose of this cam
paign was to build and enhance pro
grams. Because of state budget cuts, it 
is now also to help replace funds lost 
from those sources commented Dr. 
Boldt. The College has lost about $5 
million in permanent state support over 
the last three years. “Therefore, we 
must have a private partner that is very 
strong if we are to continue and build 
upon our reputation as a center of ex
cellence,” he stated.

Dr. Boldt explained that there are “Ex
cellence” funds in each of the depart
ments at Geneva to which people can 
give. Retired faculty and staff from 
Geneva have been contacted so far, 
and soon several contacts will be made 
with various corporations and private 
individuals outside of the Station fam
ily.

Dr. Chapman was bom in California in 
1900. He earned his bachelor of sci
ence degree in 1922 at Oregon State 
University. He then came to New York 
and was employed as a special field

assistant for Genesee and Wyoming 
counties in the departments of ento
mology and plant pathology at Cornell 
University during that summer. In the 
fall, he enrolled in graduate school at 
Cornell University in the field of ento
mology and earned his doctorate de
gree in 1928.

After receiving his degree in entomol
ogy, Dr. Chapman went to the Virginia 
Truck Crop Experiment Station as an 
entomologist until June 1930 after 
which he returned to Cornell as a full 
professor equivalent of entomology at 
the age of 29. He is probably the 
youngest full professor ever hired by 
Cornell University.

Dr. Chapman served as chairman of 
the Station’s department of entomol
ogy for 17 years, from 1948 until 1968, 
following which he officially retired 
but still remains actively involved in 
department affairs. His research dis
tinguished him as a specialist in pro
viding basic knowledge about fruit 
pests and their interaction with their 
hosts. For example, he developed in
novative control measures of fruit pests. 
He determined that storing apples at 32 
degrees F kills apple maggot. This 
enabled apples to be shipped to Eu
rope, opening new m arkets for the apple 
industry.

Dr. Chapman’s research on horticul
ture spray oils, done in cooperation 
with Station chemists, was started in 
the late 1930s. It gained world-wide 
recognition and resulted in the highly 
refined, safe spray oils so widely used

in New York and through
out the world from then 
until the present day.

While chairman of the 
department, he continued 
his research. He studied 
the identification of apple 
feeders that could become 

serious threats to the industry. This 
research was sponsored by the Na
tional Science Foundation. Since his 
retirement in 1968, he and Dr. Lienk 
initiated studies on flight periods of 
over 600 species of Lepidoptera. Just 
this past year, at the age of 91, Drs. 
Chapman and Lienk published the re
sults of their findings.

“As significant as his research, equally 
or perhaps even more important have 
been his contributions as a teacher of 
young faculty and a molder of the 
department of entomology into one of 
the leading departments in the world,” 
said Dr. Roelofs. He encouraged basic 
biological studies as essential to devel
opment of sound integrated pest man
agement procedures. He recognized 
the value of integrating other disci
plines than entomology in developing 
control measures for pests. He estab
lished toxicology and biological con
trol positions in the department and 
hired Dr. Roelofs, a chemist, to join the 
department to study insect pheromones 
(attractants).

Because of these outstanding accom
plishments of Dr. Chapman, it was 
proposed that the department endow a 
fellowship for graduate students in his 
name. The initial impetus for estab
lishing this fellowship came from Dr. 
Roelofs; Dr. Edward Smith, a former 
member of the department and long
time friend and colleague of Dr. 
Chapman; and Dr. Edward H. Glass, 
also a former member of the depart
ment who served as chairman of the 
department for 13 years.



ABO UT the PLAQUE CALENDAR of EVENTS
The plaque that was prepared to honor 
establishment of the Paul J. Chapman 
Graduate Student Fellowship was, in 
itself, special. The wooden base was 
designed and prepared by Buildings 
and Properties, and the bronze photo
graph of Dr. Chapman and the rest of 
the labeling on the plaque were de

signed and finished by various indi
viduals in Communications Services. 
A special photographic technique is 
used to prepare the material on the 
plaque and has been used on several 
different occasions, including when 
Governor Mario Cuomo visited the 
Station.

Monday, October 26, 1:30 pm
Food Science Conference Room 
CRISP Training

Tuesday, October 27, 6:30 pm
Sawdust Cafe
English as a Second Language

Wednesday, October 28, 3:00 pm
Lounge, Jordan Hall
Safety Committee Meeting

Wednesday, October 28, 7:00 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Finger Lakes Stamp Club Meeting

Thursday, October 29, 6:30 pm
Sawdust Cafe
English as a Second Language

CALENDAR of EVENTS

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Monday, October 26
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Dr. Giovanni Mattii

Visiting Fellow in Alan Lakso’s 
Program
Department of Horticultural 
Sciences and University Re
searcher, University of 
Florence, Italy

Topic: Testing of Mite Thresholds in
Apple Studies with Whole 
Tree Photosynthesis 
and Fruit Growth Monitoring

ENTOM OLOGY

Date: Thursday, October 29
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room 310, Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Dr. Charles Aquadro

Associate Professor 
Genetics & Development 
Biotechnology - Ithaca 

Topic: Why is the Genome Variable?:
Insights from Drosophila 

Dr. Aquadro will be available at 12:00 to 
meet with interested individuals. If inter
ested, please contact Dr. Douglas Knipple 
at x363.
Social interaction with speaker from 3:00- 
3:30 pm. Coffee and cookies to be served.

KAZAKHSTAN SCIENTISTS V ISIT STA TIO N and PGRU

Three professors from the Republic of Kazakhstan—Aimak Dj. Djangalieveand 
Alexander Smuryghin, and interpreter Dr. Galina Khokhlova— were hosted by 
the Plant Genetics Resources Unit from October 11-19.

The two scientists are from Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan which translates into “Father 
of Apples.” It is the capital city of that republic. Dr. Khokhlova is a professor 
of linguistics and English at the University at Alma-Ata.

As a follow-up, a joint initiative for cooperative research between the United 
States Department of Agriculture and Kazakhstan was developed by Steve 
Kresovich and Phil Forsline from our PGRU. It is expected that the first phase 
will include another plant collection trip to Kazakhstan in August 1993. A 
contingent of Kazakh scientists will visit fruit research laboratories in California, 
Oregon, and Washington in September 1993.

While at the Station, an intense schedule was followed. This included spending 
a day in Ithaca as well as visiting apple and grape commercial industries in the 
area. The Kazakhs also attended the meeting of the Apple Crop Advisory 
Committee which met on our campus on Friday, October 16. Professor 
Djangalieve presented a discussion of their research during this meeting.

A note of interest concerning this meeting was that Frank Browning, a journalist 
with National Public Radio, was present. He has been to Alma-Ata previously. 
A 15-minute segment of the “origin of the apple” will air sometime soon on 
National Public Radio with Kazakh and American participants.

Several old friendships 
were renewed during this 
visit. Herb Aldwinckle, 
plant pathology; Beth 
Dickson, a graduate stu
dent associated with 
Norm Wceden, horticul
tural sciences, and Steve 
Kresovich, PGRU; and Dr. Calvin Sperling, USDA, Beltsville, Maryland, were 
in Kazakhstan in 1989. They collected wild apples with the Russian scientists. 
The center of origin for the commercial apple is in the region of Kazakhstan.



GENEVA POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

BOOKS NEEDED for SALE

Because of limited Notes space the 
position’s title, grade, Department/Unitand 
posting number only will be listed. De- 
partments/units are sent a weekly update of 
available positions with complete descrip
tions at Geneva. These should be posted on 
a employee access board. The descriptions 
should not be moved by any individual 
until the positions has been filled. If a 
complete description is not available, please 
contact Personnel x203. Geneva positions 
are usually listed under Career Opportuni
ties Off-Campus in the Workplace section 
of the Cornell Chronicle.

Positions Posted October 10/15/92:

Research Support Specialist 1, HR1,
Food Science & Technology, PT4110

Technician, GR-18,
Horticultural Sciences, T4109

Watch for information in your 
department about the upcoming 

American Red Cross Community CPR 
and Standard First Aid Course to be 

given November 9,16, and 23.

RACQUETBALL LADDER 
Lewis Knocks Off Three and 

Climbs to Second Place

Matches played 10/15-10/21: Lewis def. 
Schroeder, Lewis def. Burr, Lewis def. 
Petzoldt.

Warren Lamboy PGRU x359
Matt Lewis CS x251
Curt Petzoldt IPM x206
Bob Evangelista B&P x200
Jim McFerson PGRU x393
Tom Burr PP x315
Phil Forsline PGRU x390
Joe Kovach IPM x209
Chris Hayes HS x246
Walter Wolf ENT x362
Peter Schroeder ENT x342

If interested in joining or to report playing 
results, contact Matt Lewis at x251.

The library is still looking for donations for 
their annual booksale to be held Saturday, 
November 14. Remember, for every three 
books donated you are entided to one free 
book of your choice at the sale. They 
accept both paperback and hardbound 
books, puzzles, and records. Bring your 
donations to the Library office in Jordan 
Hall.

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE: Puppies. Mother: AKC 
Registered Delmation, Father: Traveling 
Salesman?. Puppies look like mother. Will 
be ready for their new homes aboutThanks- 
giving. $50 each. Call Phil at x306 or 946- 
6566.
FOR SALE: 1985 Buick Station Wagon, 
color: white, 95,500 miles, air conditioned, 
norustandin very goodcondition. Asking 
$1,600 or the best offer in next ten days. 
Contact Muhammad Lodhi at x239 or 789- 
4730.

HOWARD
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November 13 RETIREMENT PARTY 5-7 pm

• WINE & HORS D'OEURVES AT FOX RUN VINEYARDS •
ROUTE 14 • 10 MILES SOUTH OF GENEVA • ON THE RIGHT

— Please fill out reservation slip below and return by Friday, November 6, to: —

Bob Pool
Department of Horticultural Sciences Telephone: 315-787-2238
NYS Agricultural Experiment Station Fax: 315-787-2216
Geneva, NY 14456

Nam e- 

Address 

City-----

# persons attending 

@ $8.00/person 

Gift (optional) 

Total


